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1680.  ,.A,IE. 

July   15  ct  .-c<|.      Synod  of  North   Holland  at   AK-kmacr 1  \">  147 

Ait.  t>.      K\ tract.-  from   foreign   Icttri-. 

From  one  of  Kcv.  ( '.  \'an  Xiiurcn  of  Oct.  .'><>,  Iti7*:  of  Kev. 

L.   Van  Caa-l.ecek  of  Oct.   1.')  2.'..   HJT'.i. 
Art.  -_'7.      l.al.adi-t-        Coclinan. 
Art.   f>7.     (Gravamina    from   Cla  — i-  of    llourn: 

Should  not   the  Clause-  whieh  control   Indian  Affairs,  yivo 
not   only  extracts  of  letters.  hut  al-o  their  art  ion  al.out 
them. 
Oct.        17      .Mr-.    Van   Caa-lx-eck    to  Cla  — i-  of   Am-teidam.      Death    of  h.-r 

hn-liaml  :   a*ks  that    Ke\  .   \\'e<-k-teen   he  sent 7  17 

Nov.       1!)      Iv-opii-  .-eek  (Jovernor's  appudiation   in  calling  a   mini.-ter .  .  .  .      7H 

•1~1     (  hnii-h   of   Kingston   to  Classis  of  Am-terdam 71s  7.">0 

Dec.        in      llev.  ('ii-j>ar  \  an  Xiniren   to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

The   ministers   of   New    Netherland   to   the  Cla— i-   of   . \in-ter- 

dain     7.">:t   7."..") 

(  liui.-h    of    Midwout    to   Clas>i>    of    Am-l«-r«lain 7 .">«'•  7-'>S 

l«81. 

Jan.  1  A  !•'<     Superstition-  fears  of  a  Comet 

±1,  Kc!>.  :M      I'enn'.-    Patent:      A>  to   IN-lijiion    7.".9 

Feh.        -J.'.     The  Church   of   New    York   City   t"  the  (la  — is  of   Am-trnlaui. 
Deatli     of     i:«-v.     \"an     Ni.-uwenlniy-eii.      K.-.|iie-t     for     K.-v. 

Selyns ' 

April        1      Dilliculties   hetween    Domine    Schaats   and    his   Chnreh.. 
May         .">     Death    of    Van    Uia-l.ecrk.      He\ .    John    \\Vek-tccn    acee|.t.-d; 

cHllnl    to    K-i.pu^.   eTMiiiiii»-<l   and   ordained.. 
June         'I     Classic    of    Amsterdam    to    the    (  hurch    of     Kindlon        S-ii.|i 

Kev.     Week^te^-n     

7      The    Matfifclnito   of   All.iiny    1o    the   (  la-i-   of    AM.aiiy        \\^ 

(iideon    Sehaats.   a^ed        Another   mini-ter   n«-,-ded  .  . 
!i      Kev.  C.id.-on   Scliaat-   to  Cla--i-  of  Am-t.-rdam.. 
2.1     Kev.  Ca-par  \'an  Xunren  to  t  h--  Cla  — i-  of  Am-terdam 

I'olhemi.s        'J'he    -<  hool    tca<-h.-.   .      (hurrf,    of    N.-\s     Voi  k 

Kev.    S,h»ats    

29     Chnreh  of  Ne\\    York    to  the  Cla  — i"  of   Am 
July      L'l      Letter  from  Ne\\    York  ..f  Feh.  -j:».  H'.sl.  read. 

23      Rev.    llenrv  Selvtm.   announ.-,-   the  r'-pirM    of  (  hni  -h  ol 


iv  TAIU.I-:  OF  ( 'OXTKNTS. 

1681.  I>AUK- 

Aug.  7  et  sen,.     Synod   of   North   Holland  at    Harlem 782-785 

Art.   11.     Kxtracts  from    foreign   letters: 

Of   Kcv.  Casparus   \"an  Xuuien.   Dec.    10.    HiSM. 
Of  tlic    mini>lcr>   collectively,    of   N«-\v    Net  herland.    with 
out   date,    hut    ItiSO'.' 

Of  Ihe   minisiers  of    Long   Mand.  Dec.    10,   KiSO. 
Of  the  Church  of  lv--opiis,  Nov.  22.    ItiSO. 
Of  the  Commissioners  of  Scheuectady.    Dee.  31 .    KiSO. 
Scut   to    LVopus.    Kev.    John    \Veekstoell. 
Art.  28.     The    Lahadists  and   Coelnian. 

Sept.         1      Call   to  New    York  oll'«-red  to   Rev.   Selyns 785 

2     Deputies  report   no  intelligence   from   Ne\v   York "So 

15    (O.  S.)      Church   of   Kind's  county.    Long    Maud,   to   (la»is   of 

Amsterdam    7St> 

(Vet.         6     Information    from    New    York   yet   lacking 787 

21     Commissioners  of  Scheneetady  to  the  Claris  of  Amsterdam..      788 
27    (O.  S.:    N.  S.   Nov.  7)      Kev.  .)ohn  Weeloteen   to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam    780 

30  (O.   S.)      Rev.   Caspar   Van   Xunren   to   the   Classis   of   Amster 

dam  700-795 

31  Church  of  Kindlon  to  the  Clas-is  ot   .\m>terdam 700 

Dee.        10     Contract    between    Church    of    New     York    and    Kev.     Henry 

Selyns 707-800 

1GS2. 

The   '"  Frame   of  Government  "   of    Pennsylvania.      Kxlract    as 

to   Keli<rion 800 

Jan.          •     Certain  lines  to  he  employed  toward  the  building  of  an   i Epis 
copal'.')    ehurch 801 

>(h.       10     Rev.  Henry  Selyns  accepts  the  call  to  New  York hOl 

Letter  from  the  Magistrates  of  New  Albany,  of  June  7.   K'.Sl. 

read 802 

.March   1(1     l!ev.    IVlrus    Vas    desired    to    be    received    into    Classis.     Kcv. 
Henry   Selyns  and   Church   of  New   York.     Fort    Orange   or 

Albany  desire  another  pastor.     Scheneetady   802-804 

20     An  Act  for  completing  or  renting  a  house  for  Domine  Selyns.      801 

31      Kev.   Henry  Selyns.     Arrangements  for  his  dismission 805 

Apiil        ti      Kev.    Henry   Selyns   dismissed    from    Waverveen.     Letter   from 

Kingston   read    S05 

Ix'tter  from  Kev.  Van  Xuuren,  read 80(1 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  (iideon  Schaats S07 

(lassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Magistrates  of  New  Albany.  ..  .      SOS 
(las-is    of    Amsterdam    to    the    Church    of    New    York.     Kev. 

Henry  Selyns   has  accepted   their  call 80!) 

(  lassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  (  hurch  of  Kingston 810 

7     Departure  of  Kev.  Henry  Selyns  for  New  York 811 

27     Clergyman  of  Huntington   reprimanded 812 
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May       12     Classis   of   Amsterdam    to   the   Cla-M-s   of   the    Corresponding 
Synods  ...................................... 

June        1     Kfv.  (.Jodfridus  Dellius  requests  to  he  received  under  cure  of 


The  minister  at  Hiintim,'ton.  L.   I.     Rev.   F.liphalet  Jones  ____  S1J 

2     Rev.  Godfridus   Dellius.     Credentials  sought  ................  Ml 

1!)     Salary  of  Minister  on  Staten   Island    ......................  M3 

l>!>     Kev.   Codfridus   Dellius    ..................................  M15 

July        2     Cla-ssis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  (  la-si-  of   \\  yk  concerning   Kev. 

' 


20     Kev.  Dellius  ealled  to  New   Albany  ...................  SI.--, 

2.'{     Classis    of    Amsterdam    to    the    Magistrates    of    New    All.any  ; 

and   to   the  Church  of   New    Alliany    .................    slC,  817 

2S  et  seq.      Synod  of  North  Holland  at    Amsterdam  ..........    MS-  822 

Art.   11.      Kxtraet*  from   foreign  letters. 

From   letter  from  (  hun-h  of  New  York,  of  !•'«•!,.  J7,  If.sl. 
From   letter  of   Kev.  (  .   Van  Xmiren.  <»f  .lune  I.'."*.    It'.sl. 
From  letter  of  Chinch   of   New  Albany,  of  .lune  -J.~>.  l»',si. 
From  letter  of  Church   of   Kin^-ton.  of  net.  :M.   H'.^l. 
Art.  5.').      Letters  from  the  hidi-.^  to  he  opened  hy  the  Cla«»i-% 

of  Amsterdam. 
Art.    ")«;.       I'reeedelley    amoll^    the    Deputies    of    the    Synod    of 

North  and  South   Holland. 
Art.  i;o.     Ministerial   changes. 
Kev.    Henrv  Selyns. 
Kev.  Koelandus  de  Carpentier. 
Sept.       2o     Church  of  New  Cattle  to  (  la-.-i>  ,,f  Am-t  enlam.      K«-\  -.  \\'.-liiiH 

and    T«-elienmak«T    .................................    K-JIl  s-2."» 

Kev.  (iideon  Sehaats  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  ...... 

Oct.          ,r)     Call  of  (  hurch  of  \Vjverveen    (Selyn's  former  eharp-i   on   |{,-v. 
John   Tuk    ................................. 

1'J     Magistrates  of  Albany  to  (  lassj,  ,,f  Anistn  .lain  ..... 

2S     Kev.   Henry  SelynH  to  Clnssis  of  Amsterdam  .............    S27-H34 

Account   of  his   journey  1o  New    Ym-k        His  \\cl.oi,  ie        His 
services-    -Condition     of     the     (hurch     of     NYu      York. 
Church    of    Harlem        Kpiscopaliaiis        Lutherans        (Mh«-r 
chun'he^     in     the     l'ro\ince.      Ke\.    Tcsrheninaker     -Note 
on    Kev.    Samuel    F.hurn.      I'.    S.    Nov.    1.     The   church    of 
South    Kiver.     Tensehenmaeher.     <  oelman. 

30      Kev.    Peter   Tescheiiuiak  er  to  Cl:i--i«.   "f   Amsterdam..         .    ^.'M   S3IJ 
Church  of   New   York   to  Cljt--i-  of  Amsterdam  ..........    *:W,  H37 

?      Kev.  Casparus  \'an  Xmiren   to  Clas^i-,  ,,f  Amsterdam  .....    S3H-S40 

Nov.       11      Kev.   (;.    Dellius   called    to   All.any  ____  sm 

Classis.  of   Amsterdam   to    Kc\.  (lo.lfri.liis    Ddliu-  .....  H»! 

15      Parsonage  for  Kev.  Selyns  to  !•«•  l.uilt   at    New  'N'ork.  . 

Dee.       HI     Thanksgiving  an<l  Fast-day  appointed  for  .Ian.  7.   1*113.  .      N42.  H43 
I'etition  n^ainst   Kev.  Hohart   and   in  favor  of  Kev.  .Tones. 
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XVI 11 


TABLE  OF  CONTEXTS. 


1697.  PAGE. 
Aug.        2     Documents  connected  with  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Wm.  Vesey, 
and   his   induction  into  Trinity   Church;    as   done  in  Eng 
land  1185-1187 

Aug.         G     Trinity  Church  orders  a  petition  to  Gov.  Fletcher  asking  for 

the  money  raised  to  redeem  certain  captives  in  Sally 1187 

8-18     Synod  of  North  Holland  at  Edam   1187,  1183 

Art.  11.     Extracts  from  a  letter  from  New  York,  of  Sept. 

30,  1696. 

Aug.  19,  1697-Xov.  19,  1098  Documents  relating  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  call  a  second  minister,  ac 
cording  to  their  Charter;  as  follows 1189 

1.  Request  of  certain  ones  for  a  second  minister.     Aug. 

19,  1697 1189 

2.  Public,  meeting  of  Consistory  Sept,  15,  1698  (or  1697?), 

to  consider  said  request    1190 

3.  Power  of  Attorney   to  certain  ones,   to  obtain   volun 

tary  subscriptions  for  two  preachers,  Sept.  7  (17?), 
1697 1190 

4.  Form  of  the  obligation  by  subscription   for  two  min 

isters,  the  one  here  already;  tlie  second  to  be  called 
from  Holland.  Sept.  &  Oct.  1697 1191 

5.  Consistorial  Meeting  to  decide  in  reference  to  a  second 

petition,  presented,  Feb.  20,  1698.    March  21,  1698..    1192 

6.  Consistorial   Meeting  to   receive  report  of   Committee. 

March  30,   1698    1193 

7.  Refusal  to  report.    "New  Committee  appointed.     April 

25,   1698 1194 

x.  Call  for  a  second  minister.     July  21,  1698 1195-1197 

9.  Approval  of  said  call  by  different  churches 1197 

(1)  By  the  Church  of  Albany,  Aug.  21.  1698 1197 

(2)  By  the  churches  of  Kings  County-,  Aug.  21, 1698  1197 

(3)  By  the  Consistory  of  New  Harlem,  Aug.  30,  1698  1198 

(4)  By  the  Consistory  of  Bergen,  Aug.  30,  1698....    1199 

10.  Not    approved    by    Rev.    Nucella    and    the    Church    of 

Kingston.  Sept.  4,  1698.  Reply  by  Rev.  Henry 
Selyns  and  Church  of  New  York  to  the  disapproval 
by  'Kingston.  Sept.  18,  1698  1199-1201 

11.  Call  for  a  second  minister  approved  by  the  Great  Con 

sistory  of  New  York.     Sept.   IS.  169S 1201 

12.  Extracts     from     the    Church     Records,     Dec.     21.     1691 

(March  9,  1692?).  and  from  the  Charter,  May  11, 
1696 .'....  1202 

13.  Consistorial    Meeting   for   the   election   of   Elders,   Dea 

cons  and  Church-Masters.     Oct.  27,  1698 1203 

14.  Protest  against  the  C'all   of  a  second  minister,   of  one 

elder,  and  of  Church-Masters.      (No  date) 1204 

15.  Advice  taken  of  the  French  Church.     Xov.  10,  1698.  ..    1205 


FABLE  OF  C'OXTKXTS. 

16.  Con.i.tori.1    Mating   h,M    ifl   1>ri,,ncc   of  (  PA"K' 

sistory.     X,,v.    U,    ions 

17.  Rights  of  Consistory  under  the' Charter.' ! 

T>ndi^s°te9t  a"ai'"t  lh"  Hai<1  "k"'tion'  m***'*":- 

19.  Counter   testimonials   in   behalf 'of  Rev! 'selynV. ' 'v'o'v    ' 

12.  1698 
1607. 

Aug.      31     Secret  Instructions  to  Earl  of  BeHomont:      \stoReluri 

Sept.      15     Committee  appointed  by  „„,,],  church,  New  York    to 

subscriptions  for  second  minister   ... 

28     Messrs.  Schuyler,  Dcllius  and  UV>sels  to  GoV   Fle'tcher'  ' 
&ov.         ?     Petition  to  appropriate  redemption  money  for  slaves  in'saleV 

to  Trinity   Church    

Dec.         2     Money  to  redeem  Mr.  WeiweL,  'and 'others'  'from  Vurki-h  can' 

_         tivity,  applied  to  Trinity  Church.     Further  report  thereon     |2|; 
i      Building  Masters   in   Dutch  Church   fo   be  calle.I  Chun-h-Ma- 

ters.     Rates  for  burials 

25     Induction  of  Rev.   William   Vesey   into'liiVparish"- Done' i, 
the  New  Duu-h  Church  —  Mr.  Hrodhead's  account  of  it 


n 


March   13     Trinity  Church   opened  for  service.     Letter  of  Cov.   Fletcher, 
dated  March  25.  certifying  the  induction  of  I;,.\.  Mr.  v,.,,.y 

into  the  Church-Huilding   '    j.,,,4 

Inscription  over  the  Portal    

(iov.    Fletcher    gives    his     pew    in     Trinity    clnm-h     to    th.- 
Council ' j  .>..,,    j^.ij 

ADMIMSTRATIOX  (>F  CON'.   l',Kf.I.<  >M(  )NT. 
169S  April  2.  1698-1701,  March  5. 

Xotes  on  his  Administration   

April     22     Hellomont's    Instructions    to    Schuyler    and     Dellius    ,.n    their 

mission  to  Canada   1-jjj 

May       25     Earl  of  Hellomont  to  Lords  of  Trade ijj 

31      Alleged  fraudulent  purchase  of  land  by  Dellius  and  others  <.f 
the    Mohawk    Indians  --  The    request    for    ministers    by    th.« 

Mohawks 1JJ4 

June        8     Frontenae   to   Hellomont.  -  Missions   -Rev.    Dellius ]j_>-, 

22     Hellomont  to  Lords  of  Trade,      flow   Fletcher  antagnni/cd  the 

Dutch  and   Fntrlish  interests  in  Church  and  Stat<- IJJ'. 

July        2     Report   of  Schuyler   and    IVllius   ,.n   their    mi-Hi,,n    fo  Canndn. 

French   Missionaries.   rrrnitH   Knglish    1225.    IJJ'' 

7      P.    S.    of    Hellomont   to   Secretary    Popple.      Fletcher's   extrava 
gant  land  grants  -    Kind's   Farm  and  Trinitv  Church IJJ" 

21      T/ettcr  from   Rev.  Se|yn-«  of  May    1.   H'-iK.  read   in  C1a-.,iv  alM-ut 

a   schism   in    their  church IJJ^ 

Aug.       13     Hellomont    to    Fronteri.ic.      Indians   oppn-.  d   t.,  .Fenuit    mis-imi- 

aries.     \N'nnt    Protestants  .  .    IJJ') 


xx  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

1698.  PAGE. 

Sept.      14     Rev.    Henry    Selyns    to    C'lassis    of    Amsterdam.     Names    of 

Catechumens  in  the  Dutch  Church  of  New   York 1230-1239 

Bellomont    to    Lords    of    Trade.     Obtain*    Indian    testimony 
against  Rev.  Dellius  on  the  land  grants  —  Attempts  expla 
nation  of  his  former  endorsement  of  Rev.  Dellius.  ..  .    124^-1242 
18     Deficiencies   in  raising  the   salary   of  Dutch   OLurch   of  New 

York 1242 

Oct.       14     Answer  of  Church-Masters  as  to  the  reburial  of  Leisler  under 

Dutch  Church   1242 

18  Dutch  Church  of  Xe\v  York  to  the  Dutch  Church  in  London.   1243 

19  Report  of  Hoard  of  Trade  on  Xe\v  York  —  Lift  of  Fletcher's 

land   grants  —  ({rants    to   Dellius — -The    King's   Garden  — 
Trinity  Church  —  Location  of  grants 1244 

21  Bellomont  to  the,  Lords  of  Trade  about  the  exhumation  and 

reburial  of  Leisler  under  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  .    1245 
Letter  of  certain  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York 
(of  the  Leisler   party)    to   the   Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  An 
elaborate  review  of  their  side  of  the  case.     Note.  .  .  .    1240-1262 

22  Bellomont    to     Lords    of    Trade    concerning    Fletcher's    land 

grants,  especially   to  Rev.   Dellius 1202 

27     Bellomont  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 120,} 

The  Manor  of  Fordham  —  Leases  to  be  granted  only  by  the 

Church-Masters  :    12(53 

Bellomont  to  Sec.   Popple.     Fast  day   appointed,  but   not  ob 
served  by  opponents  of  Bellomont  —  Statistics 1203 

Oct.   27-Nov.    14     Copy   of  Acts   of   Consistory   of  the   Dutch   Church    of 

New  York  sent   to  Dutch  Church  of  London    1 264-12"?  4 

Nov.  12  IMlomont  to  the  Lords  of  Trade- — Concerning  Rev.  Dellius 
and  the  land  grants  —  Concerning  Charter  of  the  Church 

of    New     York 1274 

]!>     Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  Dutch  Church  <{  London.  1274-1277 
Nov.      28     Heads  of  Complaints  formulated  against  Fletcher.     M)ec.  24.).    1277 
Dec.       15     The  Chun-h  of  Now  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  .    127S-1282 
24     Fletcher's     answer,     in     part,     to     the     charges     against    him. 

i  Nov.  2S. )    1282 

1C99. 

Jan.  9  Reply  of  Mr.  "Weaver  to  Col.  Fletcher's  answer  —  Rev.  Del 
lius  —  Lease  of  the  King's  Fann  to  Trinity  Church  — 
Trinity  Church  helped  bv  Dutch  and  French  subscriptions  — 

Charter  of  Dutch  Church 1283,   1284 

24     Charges    against     Fletcher     further     considered 12S5 

March     9     Lords  of  Trade  on  Fletcher's  grants  and  his  reply 1285 

April       fi     Report  to  (lassis  on  the  Call  to  New   York — Rev.  Yerdieren 

declines  —  Rev.   Dellius   wishes  to  repatriate 1286 

7     Letter  from  New  York  of  Dec.  15,  1098,  read.     Indian  Bible  — 
Selyns  explains  the  lengthy  document  of  Aug.  19,  1697-Nov. 

19.    109K 1287 

11      Instructions  to  Bellomont,  about  duty  of  converting  Negroes 

and   Indians,  sent  to  the  Assembly.  .  .    128? 


TAHI.I-:  or  ( 'ONTKNTS.  xxj 

lfi99- 

April  13  Bellomont  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  A  denunciation  of  Rev. 
Dellius;  charges  him  with  treason,  .lesuitiam,  factionalism, 
iniinoralitios,  drunkenness—  Rev.  Mr.  Vcsey  —  I..M-,-  «f  the 

Kind's  Fann  to  Trinity  Church US.H   12l»0 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  <;odfridus  DelliiiK;  urge*  him 
to  remain  ut  Albany  129O- 125J2 

17  Bellomont    to    Lords    of    Trade.      Intended    riTiirt*    to    break 

Fletcher's  grant*  of  land 129^ 

•1'.]     Consistory    of    Church    at    Antwerp,    defending    Kev.    .John 

Lydius i  >QJ 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Henry  Selyns — Acknowledge 
reception  of  an  Indian  Bible  ~  Mourns  the  strife  in  New- 
York  —  Rev.  Yerdieren  declines  Call  121M-T5Wi 

27  Bellomont  to  the  Ixmls  of  Trade  —  Bill  for  vacating  Fletcher'* 
grants  of  land  to  Rev.  Dellius.  and  others;  to  Trinity 
Church;  deposition  of  R.-v.  IVllii*-.  antagonisms  to  the 

(Governor 129ft 

!May  4  Revs.  Peter  Yas  and  (lualt^rus  l)u  Boi»  otTer  to  nerve  in 
foreign  lands — Rev.  (Jualterus  Du  li<jis  acwpt**  Call  to 

New  York    1 2i>7 

Notes  of  conversation  between  (lov.  IW-llomont  and  Mr. 
Graham,  the  Attorney-General,  alx>ut  vacating  Fletcher* • 

"rants  of  land   1 29^ 

Bellomont    to    Lords    of    Trade.      Cleneral    prolliga«-y    of    tho 

people .    1  »WH 

4-10  A  message  from  the  House  about  the  Bill  for  Settlement 
and  Support  of  Mini^terM,  Schoolmaster*,  et^-.  —  Advi»<»» 
that  it  do  not  jxuss;  that  a  Bill  l>e  preparetl  to  support  all 

denominations.     (See  May  22,  UiUft.) 12W 

8     The  Dutch  Church   of   London    to  the    Dutch   ChucK  of   N«-w 

York l:^».   !Si»l 

12     A  Bill  passed  for  repairing  Me^'ting  Ilousen  and  other  public 

buildings   

10     Bellomont  to  Ixmls  of  Trade.     Reburial  of  I>-islcr l.v.<»2 

18  Instructions    to    Messrs.    Hanse    and    Schennerhoni    in    their 

visit  to  the.  Mohawks  to  explain  the  restoration  of  their 
landd  to  them,  or  the  vacating  of  the  granf-s  to  ROT.  D«Jliui« 
and  others  

Classis    of    Amsterdam    to    the    Consistory    of    New    York 
Inform  them  of  the  acceptance  of  their  (>ill  by  ROT.  (Jiinl 

terus   Du    Bois    13ol 

22  Request  of  ninety  of  tho  principal  meml>ers  <if  Uie  Church 
of  Albany  for  return  of  Domino  IVllius 

Testimony  of  the  old  Consistory  of  Albany  as  to  hi*  unblem 
ished  character,  dated  Feb.  5,  l»JH(i,  and  May  23;  mid  of 
the  Xew  ConHistory,  dated  May  22.  1M9 130<V  13(W 

Similar  testimonials  from  (ho  Consistory  of  SchenocUdy, 
dated  May  31,  16W) 13<M 


xx ii  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

1699.  PAGE. 

May       22    And    from    the    Consistory    of    Kingston,    dated    June    20, 

1699  1309-1311 

The  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  Archbishop 
Tenison.  Account  of  Gov.  Fletcher's  aeal  and  liberality  for 
establishment  of  Trinity  Church;  versus  the  opposite  con 
duct  of  Earl  Bellomont.  Notes 1311,  1612 

29     Bellomont   to   the   Lords   of   Trade  —  His    acts    for   vacating 
grants   of   land   to   Rev.   Dellius;    to   Trinity    Church,   and 
others  — Deposition  of  Rev.  Dellius  by  the  Assembly.    1313,  1314 
31     Bellomont  to  Lords  of  Trade.     Plans  to  break  Fletcher's  ex 
travagant  grants    1315 

June        1     Examination   and   ordination   of  Rev.   Gualterus  Du   Bois   for 

New    York    City    1315 

2     Copy  of  Call  given  to  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  by  the  Deputati 1315 

5  Church  of  Albany  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  They  tell  of 
the  deposition  of  Rev.  Dellius  by  the  civil  power  —  Deter 
mination  of  Rev.  Dellius  to  go  to  England  in  his  own 
defence;  and  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  for  the  rights  of 
our  Church — Sad  complaint  of  Church  of  Albany  —  Hope 
for  return  of  Rev.  Dellius.  or  that  another  may  be  sent 

in  his  place   1316,  1317 

8     (1)   Recantation  by  the  Indians,  of  their  statements  against 

Rev.  Dellius;  their  petition  for  his  forgiveness 1318 

(2)  Denial   of  the  Indian   converts   that  Dellius  had   cheated 

them  —  They  beseech   him  to   return 1319 

(3)  Testimonials  of  the  Dutch,  French  and  English  Preachers 

in  New  York  concerning  Domine  Dellius,  June  21,  1699, 

all  giving  him  the  most  excellent  character 1320 

(4)  Testimonials  of  forty-six  of  the  most  prominent  merchants 

of   New   York,   as   to   the   character   and   usefulness   of 
Dellius,   dated   June  24,    1699 1321,  1322 

(5)  Testimonials  of  the  Consistory  of  the  French  Church  in 

New  York,  as  to  his  unblemished  character  and  fidelity, 
dated    June    25,    1699    1323 

(6)  Testimonials  of  the   Consistory   of  the  Dutch   Church  of 

New  York,  as  to  his  labors  and  the  wrong  done  Domine 
Dellius;  dated  June  27,  1699   l.°>24 

(7)  Testimony   of   the    minister    and    Vestry    of    the    English 

Church  (Trinity  Church)  as  to  his  unstained  reputation 

and  usefulness;  dated  June  27,  1699   132.5 

10     Re-examination  of  Indians  about  their  recantations  of  charges 

against   Rev.   Dellius    132fi-1329 

July  22  Bellomont  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, —  Five  hundred  pounds 
given  by  the  people  to  Rev.  Dellius,  to  defend  himself  in 
England — Further  abuse  of  Dellius — Alludes  to  the  cer 
tificates  given  to  Rev.  Dellius — Complains  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Vesey's  favors  to  Rev.  Dellius — Abuses  Rev.  Mr.  Vesey's 
father  —  Refused  to  sign  a  Bill  for  a  dissenting  Ministry. 
(See  May  4-10,  1699)  1329-1331 
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1609. 

July  28-Aug.  0     Synod  of  North  Holland  at   Haarlem '  ^332 

Art.    10.     Extracts   from   letters   from    New    York,   of  Sept. 
14,  and  Dee.  15,  1WS  —  Kev.  G.  Du  Hois  has  departed  to 
New  York 
Aug.        7     Church  of  New  York   hears  of  the  coming  of  Kev.  GualUrus 

Du    Hois    j 

24     Bellomont   to    Ixmls    ,,f    Trade.      Charges    Rev.    DelHuB    with 

getting  the  Indians  to  retract  their  charges  against  him..    1333 
Sept.        7     Rev.   Dellius   in   Classis   Of   Amsterdam.      Asks   to   l>e  settled 

again  in  Holland,   in  the  pastoral  oflire 1333 

11     Hellomont  to  the    Hishop  of   U.ndon  —  Great  abuse   of  Kev. 

Mr.  Ycsey :  and  Hev.  Mr.  Dellius 1333-1335 

15     Bellomont  to  Secretary  Popple;  wants  his  letter  against  Revs. 

Vesey  and  Dellius  read  before  the  Hi-hop  of  London 1335 

Oct.       13     Hellomont's    letter    to    (la-is    of    Amsterdam,    making    many 

charges    against     Kev.     Dellius "    1335 

Nov.      14     Exchange,   by   Revs.    Dellius   and    Lydius.    of   their   respective 

churches    of   Albany.    N.    \..   and    Antwerp.    Helgium 1330 

15  The  Church  of  Albany  to  certain  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam, 
to  send  them  a  preacher — not  necessarily  from  Claris  of 

Amsterdam  —  if   Mr.    Dellius   does   not   return 1330 

Dee.       14     Claris    hear    that     Hev.    John    Lydius    accepts    their    call    to 

Albany 1330.   1337 

Ifi99-1700     John  Van  Eckelen.  Sch<mlma>tcr  at   Midxvout 133S 

1700. 

Jan.        19     Church  of  New  York.     Payment   for  tjuit rents  due  the  Crown, 
from  Manor  of   Fordham.   Dutch   (  hurdi.  Ground,  and   Pur 

sonage,    for   three  years,   to   Man-h   J5,    H'.9Ji 1338 

27     Trinity  Church  and   Hellomont 1331) 

The  King  to   Hellomont.  in   behalf  of  Trinity  Church 1339 

Feb.  &  March  20     Redemption  of  Cap  lives  in   Harbary 1340 

March  5     Call  of  Church  of  Albany,  per  Win.  Hanker,  on   Rev.  Harhardun 

Freerman     1310 

8&20  (lassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Albany  — Tried 
to  persuade  Rev.  Dellius  to  return  —  I/etler  from  Albany, 
asking  for  defence  of  your  rights;  to  send  you  another 
minister,  if  Dellius  did  not.  return —  Have  called  Rev.  .John 
Lydius  for  them  —  Dellius  to  settle  at  Antwerp  —  Their 
letter  to  Hanckert  for  a  minister,  not  necessarily  of  Claris 
of  Amsterdam:  and  he  had  called  Freerman  —  Danger  of 
di-cord  —  Exhorted  to  receive  Lydius  and  to  send  Freer 
man  back 1341  134/> 

11  Heads  of  accusation  against  Hellomont:  3.  Changed  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  inferior  men:  4.  Appointed 
mostly  Dutch  sheriffs  and  justices;  5.  Exhumed  the  bodie* 
of  Leisler  and  Milbourne,  and  had  them  buried  under  tin* 
Dutch  Church,  against  the  protest,  of  the  English.  French 
and  Dutch  minister^  11.  That  he  vacated  several  largo 
grants  of  land,  pretending  that  th«-y  wen-  extravagant,  Mid 
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deposed  Rev.  Dellius,  the  most  useful  man  in  the  province; 
but  did  not  vacate  lands  in  hands  of  l^eislerians;  17.  That 
he  stopped  certain  payments  to  the  French  and  English 
ministers,  because  they  favored  Kev.  Dellius;  22.  That  he 
suspended  the  justices  that  took  the  recantations  of  Indians, 

who  had  made  charges  against  Dellius 1345 

March  29     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Churches  of  Ts'ew   York,   Long 
Island,  and  Esopus;  exhorting  them  to  sustain  Kev.  Lydius 

at  Albany ;  and  not  Freerman 1346 

Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  thank 
ing  them  for  sending  orer  Rev.  G.  Du  Bois 1348,  1349 

April  Robert   Livingston   reports  the  desire   of   the   Onondagas   to 

have  ministers.     Methods   of  the  Jesuits 1350 

5     Action  of  the  Classis  in  reference  to  the  Freerman  case 1350 

Classis    receives    a    letter    from    Bellomont,    making    charge* 

against  Dellius.     (Letter  dated  Oct.  13,  Hi!)!).) 1351 

9     Ex-Governor  Fletcher,  in  England,  to  Rev.  Delfius.     Declares 

all  of  Bellomont's  charges  against  Dellius,  false 1351-l3a3 

24  The  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  CTassis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Rev.  G.  Du  Bois  —  Reference  to  the  letter  of  Oct.  21,  1698, 
explaining  its  character  somewhat  —  Copy  of  letter  of  Sept. 

18,  1698   1353-1357 

36,  27     Negotiations  of  the  Commissioners  with  the  Onondagas.    They 
are  to  have  forts  and  ministers ;  and  must  avofd  the  Jesuits. 

Plans  of  the  Jesuits   1358 

May        3     Commissioners  to  liellomont.     Ministers  needed  for  the  Onon 
dagas  1359 

Report    of    Committee    on    Banckert's    call    of    Freerman    to 

Albany 1350 

Charges   of  Bellomont  against  Dellius   to   be  translated  into 

Dutch 1360 

13     Names  of  those  who  receive  salary  for  preaching  to  the  Indians  13GO 
June        7     Reply  of  Classis,  to  Bellomont's  charges  against  Dellius,  post 
poned  1361 

June  20  &  July  3     Canada  Indians  are  asked  to  return  to  New  York; 

may    then   have   ministers 1361 

July       5     (Tassis  postpones  decision  on  the  legality  of  the  New  Y'ork 

Call  on  Verdieren  —  Reply  to  Bellomont's  charges,  postponed  1302 
9     Bellomont    to    the    Lords    of    Trade  —  Rev.    Labories    labors 

among  the  Indians    1362,  1363 

li)     letter   from    New   York   of  March   29,   1700,   read   in   dassip. 

Reply   to    Bellomont's    charges,   postponed 1363 

2f>,  31     Ik-llomont  to  lv<>rds  of  Trade  —  Ministers  —  Jesuits 1364 

July  27-Au#.  5     Synod    of    Xortli    Holland    at    Amsterdam 1364 

Art.     14.      Extracts    from    foreign    letters. 

From    letter    from    Albany    of   J^no    5.    K5JH) 1365 

From  letter  from  Now  York  of  March  29,  1700 1366 

From  letter  from  New  York  of  April  24,  1700 1366 

29     Minister*   nci-dcd   for  tin;   Five   Nations    .  1367 
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Aug.    3-9     Bill  passed  against  Romish  priests —  Text  of  -aid  Hill..   l3f>K  1370 
15      (O.  ?.)      Rev.   John    Lydius   to  Clnssis   of   Amsterdam :    about 
arrival   of   Rev.    Frcerman  —  Their  reception   at    Albany - 
Freerman  called  to  Schcncc-tady  —  Installation  of  Lylius  at 

Albany 1371    1374 

17     David    Schuyler   to    Bellomont,   about    Jesuit    nii--i.in.tri- .-    t<> 

Indians    1 374 

24     Address  of  citi/ens  of  Albany   to   Bellomont.      Importance  of 

Protestant    missionaries   to   Indians    rvrxw*  .Jesuits 137.") 

Aug.  26-31  &   Sopt.  4     Conference  of  Karl  of  Bellomont   with  the   In.liau. 

of    the    Five    Nations.      Promised    to   send    tlietn    Protestant 

missionaries,  in  opposition  to  the  French"  .Jesuits....    137ft  1378 

Aug.      29     Bellomont'a    Address    to    the    Assembly    and    Council    about 

the  importance  of   Protestant    missionaries  among  the   Five 

Nations 137K-13H4 

Sept.        4     Rev*.  Selyus  and   Du   Hois  to  the  Consistory  of  Schenectady ; 
wish  them  prosperity  with  Rev.  Freerman,  but  warn  them 

of  the  illegality  of  their  Call    13H4,   1386 

Revs.  Selyns  and   Uu   Bois  to  the  Clas-i-  of  Am.-terdam.     An 
account  of  the  circumstances  of  Revs.  Lydius  and  Freerman. 

and  the  churches  of  Albany  and  Schenectady 13stf -13H8 

(j     Letter  of  Bellomont  against  Rev.  Dellius  yet  remain-  in  Mutii.   13KS 
9     Consistory  of  Albany  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Account   of 
arrival  of   Revs.   Lydius  and   Freerman,  and    the  churches 

of  Albany  and  Schenectady    13KS  1390 

Oct.       4     Rev.    Dellius    to    be   heard    in    his   defence   of   charges   made   by 

Itellomont  —  Rev.    Peter    Vas    131*0 

Report  of  the  Council    of  Trade   on    Bellomont'.-*   propo-al    to 

send  ministers  among  the  Indians  of  Central   New   York..    1300 
5     The   Accusation  of   Bellomont    against    Kev.  Dellim  given   to 

him.    for    an    answer     

If}     Knstchester   made  a   distinct  parish    from    We-t chest er.  . 

17  Bellomont  to  the  l.ord<  of  Trade:     An  Act  against  Jesuits  and 

Popish  priests  referred  to;  and  an  Act  to  secure  the  Five 
Nations  in  their  Fidelity,  referred  to  Kefeien.e  to  his 
Commi-sion  to  the  Five  Nations  Re.jueht  for  mission 
aries  to  the  Indians,  to  be  supported  by  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  —  Kev.  Mr.  Laborie  Kcfu-ed 
petitions  from  Suffolk  and  Queens  Counties  for  settling  a 
Dissenting  Ministry  M^pm-ion  "f  Par-oil  Smith 
Charges  against  Bellomont  

18  lUjv.   Dellius   requested    to   --nd   in   hi-    Dcfcii.e   against    lifllo- 

mont's   charges    

19  Bcilomont     to    the    Board  -     Su-pcn-ion    of    Parson    Smith 

KxH.nple  of  his  bad  conduct     -  Relation^   of   l^llon.ont   and 
Rev.  Mr.  Vcscy  --  Ministers  to  the  Five  Nations. 
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Oct.       21     Defence  of  Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius  against  Bellomont's  charges.  1394 

Duty  of  self-vindication  —  A  general  denial  —  Selfishness  of 
Leisler's  zeal  for  William  III. —  Tyranny  of  Leisler  —  Le 
gality  of  the  execution  of  Leisler  and  Milbourne  —  Bayard's 
excellent  character,  and  Dellius's  absence  in  Boston,  dis 
prove  the  charge  of  their  malice  against  Leisler 1394-1400 

Bellomont's  misrepresentations  of  Dellius  in  civil  matters  — 
Patents  for  land  obtained  in  a  strictly  legal  manner — In 
dians  satisfactorily  compensated  —  The  deeds  disprove  Bello 
mont's  assertion  as  to  Dellius's  sole  ownership  —  The 
Indians  never  rebelled  because  of  these  Patents  —  The  King 
had  not  asked  to  have  Patents  vacated,  and  the  Sill  had 
not  been  signed  —  The  deposition  of  Dellius  was  affected  by 
an  irregular  Assembly,  against  a  strong  memorial,  by  per 
sons  of  low  degree,  and  by  an  illegal  vote  —  This  action 
was  confirmed  in  the  Council  also  in  an  irregular  and  illegal 
manner  —  The  Bill  forced  through  by  Bellornont  —  Illegality 
in  manner  of  obtaining  Indian  testimony  against  Dellius  — 
Testimony  recanted  by  the  Indians  1401-1407 

As  to  moral  charges;  charge  of  drunkenness  untrue  —  Charge 
of  immorality  untrue,  as  proved  by  the  alleged  letter  — 
Charge  of  improper  friendship  with  Jesufts,  untrue,  as 
proved  by  the  alleged  letter  —  Bellomont's  ignorance  about 
the  land  grants,  as  proved  by  his  own  language  —  The 
absuridity  of  his  charge  about  the  forgery  of  testimoui"1 
in  behalf  of  Dellius  —  The  real  loyalty  of  all  the  Dutch 
ministers  to  William  III. —  The  excellent  character  of  Flet 
cher,  according  to  Dellius  —  Bellomont's  former  bad  char 
acter  in  England  —  [Suspended  from  ollice;  and  now  about 
to  be  recalled  from  America 1408-1420 

Design  of  this  letter  —  Many  testimonials  to  Dellius's  char 
acter,  and  more  to  be  had,  if  necessary 1420-1422 

24  Rev.  John  Peter  Nuc.ella  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Full 

statement     of     the     case     of     Lydius     and     Freerman     at 
Albany 1422-1425 

25  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.    Importance 

of  Church  of  England  ministers  among  the  Indians  in  Cen 
tral    New    York    1420 

30     Lords  of  Trade  to  Bellomont.     Indians  of  Central  New  York. 
The  communication  of  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Archbishop  of 

Canterbury   and  Bishop  of  London 1426 

Nov.  1  Bishop  of  London  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Indians  of  Central 
New  York  need  ministers.  Regrets  the  banishment  of 
Dellius 1426 

28     Bellomont  to  Lords  of  Trade.     Dellius.     The  masts.     Emigra 
tion   to   Jersey    .   1427 
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Dec.         G     Action  of  Classis  on  the  legality  of  tin-  (all  to  New   York..    14> 
Classis  of  Ami-terdam  to  the  ( '..n-i-lory  of  N<-\v  York.     Refer 
ence  to  the  ditticultic*   in   the   church.     1'lun   of    peace;    all 

to   unite  on   Key.   (i.   l)u    Hois l4.> 

The  Classic  reads  the  defence  of  Delliu.H  against  the  charge* 
made  by  Bellomont.  The  Deputati  ordered  to  answer  IMlo- 
inont,  and  to  insert  in  their  answer,  extracts  from  Dellius's 

Defence 1 1  _" 

Belloraont  to  Secretary   \'ernon    I4.'n» 

-0  The  ClassLs  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Karl  «»f  Uellomont  —  Apology 
for  ('.clay  in  answering— Uellomont  thanked  f(»r  hit*  zeal 
for  religion  —  Two  kinds  of  charges  made  by  him  against 
Dellius.  namely,  civil  and  moral  — Classis  decline*  to  dis 
cuss  the  civil  out  of  re>pect  to  William  111.  The  moral 
charges,  if  true,  could  not  he  tolerated —  Recapitulation  of 
them — Hellomout  mu-t  have  grieved  to  write  such  charges 
again.-.t  a  minister  He  will  now  equally  rejoice  to  learn 
of  their  untrut hfulness —  In  detail  1430-1  i:;j 

1.  That  Dellins  i-  a  liar  —  \  cry  many  most  excellent  tes 

timonials    show    that     this    cannot    he.    including    a 
let.U-r    from    e\-(  Jovcrnor    Flrt-rher 1  • 

2.  The   charge    of   drunkenness        Thi*    cliarp-.    when    ex 

amined,  falls  to  the  -.'round        The  rla— i-  al-o  knows 

Dellius   too    well    to   believe    it 

15.  That   he   was   :i   defender  of   schism  —  Hut    H«-lh>mont's 

own  conduct  shows  that  he  had  full  eonlidmre  in  him   1 
4.  The   moral   charges  very   serious,  especially  that    al*>ut 
the     Fivnch     lady,    ill    Hut     e\tra«'t«    .-ndo-ed     from 
Dellius's    Defence  entirely  explain   and   di-pro\e   this 

gossip    

(li'i  ]\'\*  inclination  to  Vopery.  from  a  .le-^uit'-*  in 
tercepted  letter.  Hut  extract-,  enclosed.  fr->m 
Dellius's  Defence  entirely  explain  and  dispio\c 

such    stories     

(.'!)  The  charge  of  writing  his  own  testimonials  and 
forjrin^  signatures.  This  impossible  to  !>«•  be- 
lieved.  The  si^nat \ire-  too  \vell-kno\\n.. 

The  Classi.s  therefore  hope,  that  Hcllomont  will  defen.l  D.-llius 
from  any  more  such  attack-.  If  any  further  charges  are 
to  be  made,  Dellius  is  now  under  other  eccle-.ia.sti.-ul  juii-- 

diction,  the  Synod  of  South   Holland •    14-V»,    ! 

Religion  in  New  .Jersey:      Hy  Col.   Moiri-. 

1701. 

Jan.         2     Itellomont    to   Lords  of  Trade  —  Masts    taken   from   tract    of 
Delliu*  before  vacating  Act  had  been  approved  by  the  Kin« 
—  Hellomont's   i<lea  of  l-let<'her's    hypocrisy 
liiw's    trru:t  lr 
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Jan.       10     Bellomont   to    Lords    of   Trade  —  Rev.    Freerman's   letter    to 

Bellomont  of  Jan.  6,  1701  — Among  the  Mohawks 1439 

17  Letter  of  Rev.  Lydius  read  in  Classis,  in  reference  to  the 
receptions  respectively  of  Revs.  Lydius  and  Freerman  at 
Albany  —  Lydius  installed  at  Albany;  and  Freerman  had 
gone  to  Schenectady  —  Also  letters  read  from  Consistory 
of  Albany,  from  Rev.  Nticella,  and  from  Revs.  Selyns  and 
Du  Bois  1440 

Feb.  11  Lords  of  Trade  to  Bellomont  —  Suspension  of  Chaplain  Smith: 
importance  of  ministers,  who  are  also  physicians,  among 
the  Indians;  difficulty  of  maintaining  them 1440 

March     5     Death    of   Bellomont  —  Events    after   his    death — Leislerians 

and  anti-Leislerians  —  Characterization  of  Bellomont..        .   1441 


SYNOD  OF  XORTH  HOLLAND,  AT  ALCKMAKK. 

1680,  July  15  ct  ecq.        ieso 
An.  0.   Extracts  from  letters  from  the  Indian  Oiuivhefl. 


Extract  from  a  letter  from   Rev.  Casparns  van  Zureu,  minister 
in  Xew  Xetherland,  on  Long-  Island,  dated  October  30,  1078. 

In  this  he  complains,  first  of  all,  of  the  mutual  (juarrels  of  hU 
combined  churches,  about  the  burden  to  be  borne  in  the  building 
of  a  parsonage. 

He  also  complains  of  the  matter  of  his  salary,  saying  that  the 
Rev.  Classis  as  well  as  himself  had  been  deceived.  For  although 
he  had  been  promised  seven  hundred  and  tifty  guilder.*,  Holland 
money,  that  he  is  permitted  to  enjoy,  at  the  *uost,  not  more  than 
six  hundred  guilders.  This  is  worth  not  more  than  four  hundred 
and  fifty  guilders  in  Holland. 

That  he  had  in  vain  complained  of  this,  getting  nothing  in  reply 
but  mockers'  and  contempt. 

That,  finally,  the  matter  was  treated  again  at  a  general  meet 
ing.  After  .several  propositions,  however,  In-  could  bring  it  no 
further  than  an  offer,  which  was  one  hundred  guilders  IMS  than 
the  meeting  itself  confessed  was  his  due.  This  loss  had  to  be 
borne  entirely  by  him.  He  professes  that  he  cannot  get  along  un 
der  the  circumstances. 

After  several  earnest  debates,  the  meeting  broke  up  in  such 
confusion,  that  all  hopes  of  improvement  were  practically  cut  off 
for  him.  Add  to  this,  that  free  lire-wood,  also  promised  to  him, 
has  not  yet  been  attended  to.  What  will  be  the  result  of  all  tliir^ 
remains  as  yet  uncertain.  He  is  strongly  inclined  to  return  to  the 
Fatherland  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  To  this  end  he  request* 
that  the  Rev.  C'lasnii  of  Amsterdam  will  be  pleased  to  take  to 
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heart  his  distressful  condition,  and  will  devise  some  means  to  re 
lieve  him,  and  secure  his  return,  if  there  should  be  any  opposi 
tion  thereto  on  that  side. 

Extracts  from   a  letter  from  Rev.   Lawrence   Gaasbeeck,   dated 
15-25  October  1G79,  at  Xew  York,  of  the  following  contents: 

That  he  had  also  sent  a  letter  on  October  7/17,  which  he 
doubted  whether  we  had  received. 

That  having-  started  (from  Holland)  on  May  13,  107$,  lie  had 
eafely  arrived  on  August  21,  and  had  begun  his  services  at  Esopus 
on  September  15. 

Further,  he  describes  the  situation  of  that  place  and  nation; 
the  three  churches  to  which  he  must  minister;  the  order  of  the 
preaching  services,  and  the  number  of  members. 

He  says  that  he  has  begun  to  organize,  and  shall  continue  to 
organize  everything  on  the  basis  of  the  churches  of  the  1'ather- 
land,  and  recently  a  new  church,  (Xew  Paltz?)  in  which  he  shall 
soon  preach. 

Signed,  Lawrentius  Gaasbeeck, 

Ecclesiastes  Esopiensis. 

Art.   27.   Labadists. 

Ad  Art.  32.  Speaking  of  the  Labadists  and  Jacob  Coelman, 
the  respective  Classes  report :  As  regards  the  Labadists,  that 
they  shall  be  watchful  against  them,  although  but  a  few  remnants 
of  them  are  any  longer  to  be  detected  among  us.  The  Rev.  Cor 
respondents  from  South  Holland  have  given  notice  in  their  Acta, 
that  the  Correspondent  of  Friesland  had  reported  in  their  Synod, 
that  one  of  the  ministers  who  had  joined  the  Labadists  had  re 
turned  again. 

Coelman. 

As  to  Jacob  Coelman :  It  is  learned  that  he  shows  himself 
here  and  there,  and  travels  from  one  place  to  another  in  order 
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to  hold  conventicles;  that  lit-  disturb:-  tin-  fi-i-Hnp*  of  the  Church- 
members  by  giving  them  evil  impre— i..n>  of  their  reirular  minis 
ters.  rl'he  several  Classes  aiv  charged  t.»  watch  carefully  against 
him.  The  Rev.  Brethren  of  Amsterdam  as  well  a*  those  of 
some  other  Classes  report  the  earnrst  efforts  which  they  have 
already  made  with  their  Kstimables,  (the  Burgomasters. ) 

Art,    57.   Gravamina  of  the  ('lasses. 


Gravamen  Clussis  llornanae. 


It  submits  to  the  Christian  Synod  t',,r  consideration  only  thin: 
1.  Whether  the  several  Classes,  to  which  are  entrusted  the 
Indian  Affairs,  are  not  bound,  or  at  IcaM  henceforth  should  be 
bound,  not  onlv  to  hand  in  to  Svnod  the  extracts  »»f  the  letters 
from  the  Indies,  but  also  to  report  at  the  same  time  \vluit  action 
has  been  taken  in  regard  to  these  fact.-  by  them  resjM-ctively; 
and  then  that  this  report  be  also  noted  down  in  the  Synodica) 
IMinntes,  to  the  end  that  the  complaints  of  the  Indian  churcke*, 
and  the  eifort>  of  those  of  the  Fatherland  on  their  behalf,  ai;J 
the  euccefee  therectf,  may  appear. 

CI^ASSIS  of  AMSTERDAM. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

!«;><>,   Oi-t.    17th. 
Airs.   va.n  Gaa^beeck  to  the  (  'la>si-  of  Aiii>ierdam. 

Beloved  Brethren  I— 
It  has   pleased   our    Lord   God    to  take 

me,   and   the   congrepuion    is   jmxious   to    have   another  minister. 
I  have  learned  that  my  brothrr-in-law  Weecksteen.  i 
take  my  husbands  place.      Therefore  1  take  the  liberty  to  HO.  at 
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the  request  of  our  Consistory,  who  are  favorable  to  my  brother- 
in-law,  and  if  the  Classis  should  consider  him  fit,  that  I  wiah 
that  he  may  be  delegated,  in  preference  to  anybody  else,  to  come 
to  this  foreign  land  and  console  me.  He  is  master  at  the  first 
school  in  Haerlem,  and  his  name  is  Johannis  "Weecksteen. 

Laurensia  van  dc  Hellenaer, 

Kingston  widow  of  Laurensius  van  Gaesbeck. 

October  17,  1680. 


ESOPUS  SEEKS  APPROBATION  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  CALL  A  N 

MINISTER. 

1680,  NOT.  19. 

At  a  Council  held  In  New  York  at  which  there  were  present  the  Governor  and 
his  Councilors; 

Mr.  Wessel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Jan  Mattysen  and  William  Dewyer  and  Mr.  John 
Hooges,  authorized  from  the  Esopus,  acquainted  the  Governor  that  they  are  agreed 
to  write  to  Europe  for  a  minister,  in  the  room  of  their  late  minister,  deceased, 
(Van  Gaasbeeck),  desiring  his  Honor's  approbation  therein;  who  admitted  and  ap 
proved  accordingly.  But  in  their  letter  they  are  to  give  directions  for  one  who  can 
preach  in  English  also  —  if  to  be  had;  and  if  they  write  to  Holland,  that  it  be 
communicated  to  the  English  Church  there. 

By  order  in  Council,* 

John  West. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America.  The  Church  at  Kingston  ~New 
York,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  November  22,  1680.  xxi. 
223-4.  (Extract  in  .Mints.  Syn.  L\.  Holland,  1681,  Art.  11.) 

Reverend,    Pious,    Very    Learned,    Prudent,    Wise    Gentlemen, 

Fathers  and  Brothers  in  Christ : — 

A  benefit  received  sometimes  gives  to  those  who  have  received 
it,  and  done  well  through  it,  the  boldness  of  asking  for  another. 
It  is  the  privilege  of  the  church  of  the  New  Testament  to  be 
gathered  from  all  tongues,  nations,  peoples  and  families,  so  that 
it  comprises  children  scattered  over  the  whole  world.  The  usual 
means  employed  by  God  to  bring  his  chosen  people,  given  forever 
to  Christ,  into  his  sheepfold,  is  his  word,  accompanied  by  his  arm 
(power)  and  his  spirit.  It  is  thus  that  hearts  are  persuaded  and 
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purified,  faith  awakened,  and  the  faithful  themselves  bound  to 
God  and  Christ. 

Your  Reverences  know,  by  our  former  letters,  that  it  has  pleased 
the  Almighty  to  gather  for  himself  a  congregation  at  the  place  in 
this  Province,  which  we  call  the  Ksopis  (Ksopus),  and  that  the 
minister,  Laurentius  van  (laasbeeck,  sent  bv  v<»u  for  tin*  congre 
gation  of  this  place,  in  KIT*,  went  to  rest  in  the  Lord,  last  Febru 
ary.  Thereby  this  place  is  again  vacant,  and  our  congregation 
is  deprived  of  a  proper  shepherd  and  leader.  Nothing  else  may 
be  expected  from  this,  after  a  while,  than  negligence  in  the  mat 
ter  of  divine  service,  as  well  as  in  all  the  duties  of  piety,  and 
the  breaking  out  of  all  kinds  of  excesses  and  prejudices.  For  it 
is  well  known,  that  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  stray  further 
and  further  away,  and  become  quite  estranged  to  their  own 
fold  and  food,  and  are  exposed  to  manifold  danger.-  from 
wild  beasts  and  robbers.  That  such  things  may  not  happen  to  this 
congregation,  the  Overseer-  of  the  same  ha.ve  unanimously  re 
solved,  to  trouble  your  Reverences  again.  'They  hereby  humbly 
request,  that  in  accordance  with  vour  usual  care  t<>r  our  church  in 
this  Province,  and  particularly  for  our  congregation  of  Ks<»pis, 
that  vou  will  please  to  see  to  it,  that,  another  teacher  of  good 
gifts  and  edifying  life  may  be  sent  over,  in  place  of  the  deceased. 

Our  congregation  has  fairlv  increased  since  our  last  letter,  and 
has  now  about  two  hundred  and  tifty  members.  It  will  further 
increase  by  the  growth  of  the  children,  who  are  daily  born  in 
our  church.  We  inhabit  three  villages,  each  about  half  a  (  Dutch) 
mile  distant  from  the  other  and  twenty  (  Dutch)  miles  from  New 
York.  We  bind,  and  hold  ourselves  bound,  by  the  same  condi 
tions  which  we,  kept  with  the  deceased,  and  which  were  then  sent 
to  your  Rev.  Assembly;  to-wit,  we  will  yearly  raise  a  salary  of 
six  hundred  bushels  (schepels)  of  wheat.  \Ve  cannot  promise 
anything  else,  as  no  other  currency  is  common  among  UR.  We  will 
also  provide  decent  quarters  and  sufficient  fuel  free,  and  a  free 
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passage;  the  cost  thereof  to  be  refunded,  with  thanks.  For  the 
further  assurance  of  your  Reverences  we  have  again  sent  you  our 
petition,  and  his  own  signature  of  our  Xoble,  Very  Honorable 
Governor,  Mr.  Edmond  Andros,  who  approves  of  our  call.  We 
leave  the  further  consideration  of  the  contents  of  this  paper  to  the 
discreet  and  wise  judgement  of  your  Rev.  Body,  as  to  the  choice 
of  a  preacher.  He  must  be  one  who  can  preach  in  English  and  in 
Dutch,  a  condition  not  contained  in  our  former  call.  We  hope, 
that  you  will  look  upon  this  matter  from  the  point  of  a  special 
love  to  build  up  God's  Church,  and  so  prevent  all  men  from  grow 
ing  wild  in  doctrine  and  habits.  We  have  done  everything  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge,  with  the  aid  of  Dominc  Van  Xieuwenhuy- 
sen,  minister  at  Xew  York,  and  of  Domine  Van  Zuuren,  min 
ister  on  Long  Island,  whose  names  are  hereto  subscribed.  We 
further  hope,  that  your  Reverences  will  be  so  diligent  in  regard 
to  this,  our  humble  and  Christian  request,  that  an  able  teacher 
may  be  sent  back  by  the  ship  now  taking  this  letter,  with  the 
skipper  of  which,  the  cost  of  passage  has  been  arranged. 

Not  doubting  your  interest  in  all  this,  and  commending  our 
selves  and  our  congregation  to  your  favor,  we  herewith  close  with 
our  cordial  and  humble  respects,  and  our  wishes  for  God's  blessing 
upon  your  Rev.  Assembly,  your  counsels,  services,  persons  and 
families ;  we  remain, 

Your  Reverences  Willing,  Obliged,  Humble  Friends,  Servants 
and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Wessel  ten  Broeck, 

Jan  Matty  sen, 
W.  D.  .Meyer, 

Xew  York.  Johannes  de  Hooges. 

the  22  d  9  bre  UISO, 

Wilbelmus  van    Xieuwenhuysen, 

Midwout  at  Xew  York, 

Casparus  van  Zuiiren 

Pastor  Longinsulanus. 
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Correspondence  from  America.  Rev.  Caspar  Van  Xuuren  to  the 
Claesis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec.  10,  itisu,  X.  s.  xxi.  L'i'1.  (  Kx- 
tract  in  Mints.  Syn.  X.  Holland,  ir.M.  Art.  11.) 

Reverend,     Pious,     Very     Learned,     \Yi<,..     Prudent     (Jentlemen, 
Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

T  received  the  letter  of  your  Krv.  Assembly  much  sooner  than 
I  expected.  The  quarrels  over  my  yearly  .-alary.  to  which,  as 
usual,  other  disagreeable  things  were  added,  had  so  pn^tr.Med  in 
spirit  and  quenched  my  courage,  that  my  intent  ion  t,,  r.-turn  to 
the  Fatherland  had  several  tinn--  been  decided  on.  I-!UT  v«mr  un 
expected  letter  has  ai^ain  raised  our  spirits  and  changed  .»ur  re.-.lu- 
tions.  I  have  carefully  considen-.l  its  contents  and  \vei-:lied  them 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities.  I  wisli  that  the  cnnirreirati'.n  had 
done  the  same  with  the  letter  sent  to  them  by  your  Reverences. 
But  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  this  will  be  done  so  .-uddenlv, 
because  the  majority  is  not  able  to  judiiv  well  of  their  duties 
towards  their  pastor,  llowerer,  everything  ha*  proceeded  reason 
ably  well.  Their  written  promise  sent  to  vour  Iu-v.  Assembly, 
and  upon  which  I  accepted  the  call,  is  now  fultilled  somewha: 
better.  They  make,  also  new  promises  to  make  it  riiiht  for  the  time 
already  passed.  My  condition  will  be  remarkably  improved 
thereby,  although  it  is  not  yet  to  be  compared  with  that  of  min 
isters  in  Holland,  much  l«s<  with  that  of  ministers  in  foreign 
countries  generally,  for  the  amount  is  small,  anvwav,  and  kin-ping 
house  is  expensive.  But  I  am  willing  to  confess,  that  affairs  arc 
not  perfect  even  in  Holland ;  and  that  other  foreign  service  has  al- 
its  special  inconveniences. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  think,  that  three  such  things  happen  very 
rarely  at  other  places,  whether  at  home  or  in  foreign  emintriis, 
namely;  being  obliged  to  serve  four  villages,  far  from  each  other, 
so  that  one  has  to  preach  by  turns  in  each;  then,  that  for  all  this. 
one  receive?  a  salary  only  like  that  (for  one  church  )  in  the  Father 
land;  finallv,  that  one  lives  under  the  government  of  a  foreign 
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power,  whose  manners  and  church  customs  differ  very  much  from 
ours,  and  from  which  little  respect  or  even  protection  can  be  ex 
pected.  However,  I  do  not  say  that  such  a  call  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  any  minister.  Far  from  it.  The  condition  of  these 
church  members  demands  the  sacrifice.  I  also  have  learned  that 
we  must  bear  much  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel,  which  is  not  a  soft 
bed,  or  velvet,  but  generally  an  affair  of  difficulty,  often  joined 
with  oppression.  Honor  and  dishonor,  good  and  evil  report  go 
together.  Of  all  this  a  pastor  must  not  so  much  be  afraid,  but 
he  must  endeavor  to  overcome  it.  But  I  will  only  say,  that  a 
minister  wTho  is  called  to  fill  such  a  place  is  often  driven  to  long 
for  the  Fatherland,  and  hopes  to  return  there  in  due  time.  Yet 
he  ought  not  to  leave  his  congregation  quite  orphaned,  but  rather 
to  warn  them  most  impressively,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  provide 
for  calling  a  new  teacher  for  their  service.  There  are  undoubtedly 
in  Guelderland,  and  perhaps  in  some  other  provinces,  those  who  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  are  in  arrears  with  their  salary  to  the  amount 
of  hundreds  or  even  thousands,  and  yet  who  would  rejoice  in  such 
a  place  as  this.  The  salary  for  service  here  is  about  as  good,  as  in 
said  provinces,  (Guelderland  etc.),  and  is  paid  even  more  reg 
ularly. 

Everything  here  is  open  to  improvement.  There  is  a  fair  num 
ber  of  members,  most  of  whom  though  not  capitalists,  are  prosper 
ous.  A  small  additional  contribution  by  each  hearer  would  at  once 
remarkably  increase  the  yearly  salary ;  and  the  good  advice,  given 
by  your  Reverences,  will  be  no  small  help.  I  hope,  they  will  all 
take  it  to  heart  according  to  their  abilities;  that  we  may  overcome 
evil  by  good,  and  make  opponents  relent  by  heaping  fiery  coals 
iipon  their  heads ;  or,  as  the  Apostle  has  it,  that  we  make  our 
selves  agreeable  to  all  consciences  by  revealing  the  truth.  I 
pray  God,  to  strengthen  me  in  this  my  undertaking,  and  establish 
and  increase  mutual  love  between  me  and  my  hearers,  so  that  the 
word  of  the  sermon  may  have  more  power  over  the  human  heart. 
What  your  Rev.  Assembly  has  been  pleased  to  do  for  settling  our 
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differences,  is  gratefully  acknowledged  by  us,  and  received  with 
due  respect ;  but  at  the  same  time  \ve  humbly  request,  that  you  will 
remember  our  name  and  favor  our  promotion,  even  though  pur 
suant  to  the  advice  of  your  Reverences,  we  Mill  remain  for  the 
present  in  the  service  of  this  congregation.  It.  mav  at  some  timo 
please  God  Almighty  to  allow  us  to  perform  the  service  of  his  word 
in  the  church  of  the  Fatherland. 

May  the  same  All-Wise  and  Good  God  direct  your  Rev.  As 
sembly  by  his  word  and  spirit  in  all  truth,  and  bless  your  counsels 
for  the  best  interests  of  his  church;  and  also  take  your  persons 
and  your  families  under  his  holy  guidance,  and  supply  you  with 
all  his  wealth  and  blessings  in  Christ.  Thus  wishes  and  prays  he. 
who  is  and  remains. 

Reverend,  Very  Prudent  Gentlemen  and  Fathers  in  Christ, 

Your  Humble,  Obliged  and  Willing  Servant  and  Brother, 

Casparus  van  Zuuren, 

Midwoude,  Minister  on  Long  Island, 

the   10th  of  Dec.   St.   X. 
1680. 

Correspondence  from  America.  The  Ministers  of  Xew  Nether- 
land  to  the  Classic  of  Amsterdam,  (  1USO  0  xxi.  ii2J-3.  I  Kx- 
tract  also  in  Mints.  Synod  Xorth  Holland,  10*1,  Art.  11.) 

Reverend,   Pious,   Very   Learned,   Prudent  and   Wise  Gentlemen, 

Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

It  gave  us  peculiar  pleasure  to  learn  from  your  favor  of  May 
6th  last,  (1680)  of  the  satisfaction  which  your  Reverences  wore 
pleased  to  express  at  the  appointment  made  by  us  in  October,  107$», 
of  Domine  Tesschonmaker,  as  minister  of  the  church  on  tho  South 
River,  (Xew  Amstel,  Xew  Castle,  Del.)  Moreover,  you  were 
pleased  to  consider  that  this  act  was  properly  done,  as  well  as 
legally  and  wi>ely,  in  view  of  the  existing  necessities  for  church 
services.  We  can  only  say  that  we  most  heartily  thank  your 
Reverences  both  for  your  Christian  courtesy,  and  for  your  friendl 
nose  towards  the  churches  of  Xew  Xetherland.  We  consider  our- 
48 
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selves  strongly  bound  to  maintain  most  faithfully  this  necessary 
Correspondence  with  your  Rev.  Assembly,  and  to  inform  you  from 
time  to  time  of  all  important  occurrences.  As  to  the  Church 
Rules  observed  in  the  Fatherland,  and  subscribed  by  us  when 
there  —  they  are  observed  by  us  in  our  services  and  churches  here 
as  carefully  as  possible.  It  would  be  a  great  folly  in  us,  and  an 
unchristian  act  of  discourtesy,  should  we  either  misuse  or  neglect 
the  privileges  granted  us  by  treaty  by  the  English  at  our  surrender 
of  the  country.  Yet  the  particular  circumstances  of  our  churches 
are  such  that  they  cannot  expect  much  help  from  the  civil  au 
thorities  here,  or  from  the  (home?)  government  of  such  a  nation 
(as  the  English).  They  agree  with  us  pretty  well  on  the  funda 
mental  truths  of  our  religion,  but  differ  much  in  spirit,  form  of 
Church  Government,  and  usages  (or  ceremonies.)  Our  peculiar 
relations  to  them  may  sometimes  cause  irregularities,  even  as  the 
proverb  says,  "  There  is  no  rule  without  an  exception  ".  But 
such  things  are  of  little  consequence.  As  soon  as  the  cause  is  re 
moved,  there  is  no  further  confusion.  The  work  is  for  the  moment 
delayed,  but  we  then  proceed  on  the  old  footing.  As  to  our  prom 
ises  and  consciences,  we  quiet  them  as  well  as  we  can. 

The  situation  of  our  churches  here  is  such  that  the  mutual  in 
terchange  of  opinion  cannot  be  well  kept  up  otherwise  than  by 
letters.  Domine  Schaats,  pastor  at  Xew  Albany,  is  more  than 
thirty  (Dutch)  miles  to  the  north  of  us  (here  at  Manhattan),  while 
Domine  Tesschenmaker  is  almost  forty  (Dutch)  miles  to  the  south. 
To  both  of  them  all  access  is  closed  in  winter.  For  this  reason, 
personal  conferences,  once  a  year,  would  be  very  useful  to  us, 
although  this  is  not  yet  quite  possible.  The  expense  involved  also 
cannot  yet  be  well  met.  Occasionally  something  happens  here  to 
perplex  a  minister,  and  he  does  not  know  exactly  how  to  dispose 
of  it.  The  elders  appointed  with  him,  indeed,  as  Overseers  of  the 
church,  are  generally  still  more  perplexed  at  any  unlocked  for 
circumstance,  being  without  special  experience  in  church-cases. 
They  are,  therefore,  unable  to  give  a  decision  with  truth  and  fair 
ness.  It  can  easilv  be  understood,  then,  how  necesaarv  it  ia  for 
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us  to  assist  each  other  here  by  word  and  deed.  We  an-  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  also  governed  by  the  Knulish  nation.  We 
must  exercise  nnicli  prudence  in  order  t"  preserve  the  libertus 
granted  us. 

Everything  goes   mi   well   in   our  churches.      They   Mradilv    in 
crease  in  inoinhers.      These  now,   in  the  whole  province,  nunilxT 
about   fifteen   hundred.      The  count rv   is  vcrv  large,    ind»H*d.   mid 
the  greater  part  is  yet  wild.     Some  live  eight  or  ten  hours  walking 
from   their   place  of  worship,   ami   even   further.      Vet  they  walk 
from  their  homes  to  the  place  where  divine  worship  is  conducted. 
Some  congregations  which  cannot   afford   a  minister  are  aalietird 
with  a  voorsinger  or  voor  lexer,    (chorister  or   reader.)      This   is 
the  way  they  also  manage  it  on  shipboard.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  civil  authorities  here  will  yet  lend  a  hand  towards  the  support 
of  religious  services  and  ministers,  as  is  done  in  the  Fatherland; 
and   elsewhere,   east   and   w«st,    by   the    (commercial)    companies. 
But  owing  to  our  being  governed    by   the    Knglish.   such  a   thing 
IB  hardlv  to  be  expected.      We  may  ask.   indeed.      "  Hut   ask  what 
you  will",  savs  the  proverb;   "and   when  you  cannot   do  as 
would,   do  -what  you   can".      Meanwhile,   (iod    Almighty   always 
tenderly  cares  for  his  own  children,  and  he  alone  knows 
best.     He  will  give  us  what  is.  best   for  us.  according  to  his  gra»v 
and  enable  us  to  keep  it.     May  he  also  cause  your  Kev.  As.-embU 
ever  to  look  favorably  on  us.     May  lie  bless  you  in  your  e.,un»el- 
your  perponfc  and  your  services,  to  the  extension  <>t  the  kingdom  .. 
Chrii-t,  and  the  glory  of  his  groat    Name.      Meanwhile  we  remain. 
Your  Reverences  humble,  obliged  and  willing  servants. 
Your  Brothers  and  Fell..w-Laborers,  The  Minister* 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New 
In  the  name  of  all, 
Wilhelmus  van    Nieiiwenhuysen. 

EOT,,  at  New  York. 
Casparus  van  Zuuren, 

Xew  York  Pastor  I.ong  Insulanu*. 

(1680?) 
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Correspondence  from  America. 
The  Church  of  Midwout  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Dec.  10,  1680. 

Extract,  xxi.  221-2;  also  in  Mints.  North  Holland  Synod, 
1681,  Art.  11. 

Reverend,    Pious,    Very    Learned,    Very    Prudent    Gentle-men, 
Fathers  and  Fellow-Laborers  in  Christ: — 

We  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  last  May  (1680),  and 
understood  its  contents.  We  have  taken  it  so  much  to  heart,  that 
our  difficulties  have  been  amicably  settled.  The  cause  of  these 
difficulties  arose  out  of  the  differences  in  (the  value  of)  wampum, 
which  is  our  usual  currency  for  payment,  when  it  is  calculated  at 
the  rates  of  Holland  currency.  The  congregation  had  promised 
three  thousand  guilders  in  wampum,  and  thought  they  had  di^ 
charged  their  obligation  by  thus  paying  it.  The  preacher  insisted 
upon  seven  hundred  and  fifty  guilders  Holland  currency,  which 
were,  at  the  declaration,  (by  proclamation?)  turned  to  wampum. 
Now,  a  mutual  agreement  has  been  made,  that  the  congregation 
shall  contribute  the  yearly  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  guilders  in  wampum,  without  any  further  debates  as  to 
how  much  this  sum  may  be  worth  in  Holland  currency.  We 
therefore  tender  our  best  thanks  to  your  Reverences,  for  the  care 
and  trouble  which  you  have  had  in  this  matter  for  the  best  inter 
ests  of  our  churches,  and  doubt  not,  that  you  will  persevere  in 
your  good  purposes. 

Everything  goes  on  well  in  the  congTegations  of  our  four 
villages.  The  number  of  members  increases  steadily,  and  has 
reached  now  about  three  hundred  and  fifty,  besides  some  others, 
who  come  from  neighboring  villages  or  hamlets  and  enjoy  the 
same  privileges  as  ourselves.  Your  Reverences  can  easily  under 
stand  how  hard  it  is,  that  so  many  sheep  should  be  deprived  of 
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a  shepherd,  especially  a*  tin-  majority  of  them  are  still  very  sim 
ple  and  only  bal.es  in  Christ.  If  they  were  without  a  teacher 
their  minds  would  soon  grow  wild  again,  which  would  prevent 
all  increase  in  knowledge,  faith,  love  and  other  saint arv  bless 
ings.  Therefore  we  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  thi>  K»- 
forined  church  of  Long  Island  to  the  attention  of  your  Kev.  B».ly 
and  trust  that  you  will  ever  take  a  deep  interest  in  it,  whether 
in  prosperity  or  adversity,  and  see  that  the  public  exerci-e  ..f 
religion  is  maintained  hero. 

Affairs  hore  are  in  such  a  state,  that  we  will  he  able  gradually 
to  improve  in  our  ability  to  maintain  services  and  increase  the 
salary  of  our  minister,  if  it  shall  please  the  (treat  Shepherd  of 
the  sheep,  a.s  we  earnestly  pray,  to  give  his  divine  blessing  upon 
the  Word  of  the  Ciospel.  to  its  increase  and  fruit  fulness.  To 
this,  we  know  that  internal  quarrels  are  might v  obstaolrs.  The 
seed  of  the  \Vord  of  the  Kingdom  cannot  thrive  well  when 
mingled  with  the  seed  of  Satan.  He  has  his  own  separate  d-r- 
miriion,  is  an  enemy  oi  Christ's  Kingdom  in  which  the  elect  are 
gathered  together  as  (  lirist's  subject.-. 

Therefore  that  all  this  may  be  accomplished  without  delay, 
we  immediately,  upon  your  admonitions  settled  all  <>ur  ditTeronces, 
burying  them  in  the  ashes  of  love.  \Ve  pray  that  your  K«-v. 
Body  will  consider  all  that  has  happened  as  a  thing  of  the  past, 
and  will  ever  remember  u>  in  a  kindly  way.  \Ve,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  never  fail  to  keep  vou  acquainted  with  flu*  condition  of 
our  churches  here,  and  of  any  special  matters  which  may  occur. 

\\  e  herewith  close,  again  commending  our  churches  to  your 
favorable  notice,  and  with  our  heart  v  and  respectful  greetings, 
we  pray  for  our  (iod's  blessing  on  your  Kev.  Body,  on  your  coun 
sels,  services  and  families.  \Ye  remain.  Reverend,  Prudent 
Gentlemen,  Father-*  in  < 'hrist. 

You?   humble,   obliged   verv   obedient   Servants  and   Brothers, 
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The  Minister  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Congregation  on  Long 

Island  in  America 

Casparus  van  Zuuren,  Minister, 
Koelof  Martensen,  Elder  of  Amersfoort, 
Evert  Teunisen,  Elder  of  Amersfoort, 
Jan  Strycker,  Elder  of  Midwout, 
Hendrick  Claesen,  Elder  of  Midwout, 
Daniel  Verveelen,  Elder  of  Xew  Utre>clit, 
rrhe  Mark    X    of  Pieter  Jan«/,  made  l»y  himself 
as  Elder  of  Breukelen, 

Michael  Stametle  (  ?)  Elder  of  Breukelen. 
Midwout, 

10th  of  December, 
Enirl.  stile 
1680. 

Tin-:  GIIEAT  COMET  OF  16SO. 

The  Commissaries  of  Albany  to  Capt.  Brockholes. 

January   1st.    ir,Sl. 
Horn!.   Sir. 

According  to  former  Practise  in  this  season  of  ye  year,  wee  have  sent  this  Post, 
to  acquaint  you,  how  all  affaires  are  here  with  us,  which  is  (thanks  be  to  God)  all 
in  Peace  and  quietuesse,  The  Lord  continue  ye  same,  through  ye  whole  Government 
wee  doubt  not  but  you  have  seen  ye  Dreadfull  Cornett  Starr  which  appeared  in  the 
Southwest,  on  ye  9th  of  December  last,  about  two  o'clock  in  ye  afternoon,  fair 
Bimnshyne  wether,  a  little  above  ye  Sonn,  which  takes  its  course  more  Northerly, 
and  was  seen  the  Sunday  night  after,  about  Twy-Light  with  a  very  fyery  Tail  or 
Streemer  in  ye  West  To  ye  great  astonishment  of  all  Spectators,  and  is  now  seen 
every  night  with  Clear  weather,  undoubtedly  God  Threatens  us  with  dreadful 
punishment  if  we  do  not  Repent,  wee  would  have  caused  ye  Domine  proclaim  a 
Day  of  Fasting  and  humiliation  to-morrow,  to  be  kept  on  Wednesday  ye  12th  of 
January  in  ye  Towne  of  Albany  and  Dependencies  —  if  we  thought  our  Power  and 
Authority  did  extend  so  farr,  and  would  have  been  well  Resented  by  Yourself,  for 
all  Persons  ought  to  humble  Themselves  in  such  a  Time,  and  Pray  to  God  to  with 
draw  his  Righteous  Judgements  from  us,  as  he  did  to  Niueve.  Therefore  if  you 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  your  approbation  wee  would  willingly  cause  a  day  of 
Fasting  and  Humiliation  to  be  kept,  if  it  were  monthly;  whose  answer  wee  shall 
expect  with  ye  Bearer. 

We  cannot  forbear  to  acquaint  you  with  ye  very  great  Scarcely  of  Come  through 
out  our  Jurisdiction,  which  is  ten  times  more  than  was  Expected,  now  when  ye 
people  Thresh,  soo  that  it  is  Supposed,  there  will  scarce  be  corn  to  supply  ye  In 
habitants  here,  with  bread.  This  is  all  at  present  wishing  you  and  Counsell  a 
Happy  New  Year,  shall  break  off  and  Remain, 

Your  humble  nnd  obedient  Servants, 

Ye   Commissaries  of  Albanj. 
The  Indian  Wattawitt  must  have  a 

Blankett  nrid  shirt  att  York. 
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New   York.  Jan.    13th.    HJM. 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  of  the  first  Instant  by  the  Indian  Post  received  and  am  glad  to  hear  all 
things  Well,  wee  have  Seen  the  Comett  not  at  the  time  you  mention  only  In  thr 
Evening  The  Streamer  being  very  large  hut  know  not  Its  prwllcttt  or  Event*,  and  an 
they  certainly  threaten  (Jod's  Vengeance  and  Judgements  imd  an-  pretnonltorM  to  u« 
Soe  I  doubt  not  of  your  and  each  of  your  performance  of  your  duty  by  prayer  etc. 
as  becomes  good  Christians  Especially  at  this  time,  and  hop,-  the  next  yearc  will 
make  amends  for  a  supply  your  Present  Scarcely  of  Corne.  The  (iovrrnor  went 
hence  the  7th  and  sailed  from  Sandy  Point  the  llth  Instant  Noe  newn  here  but  all 
well.  I  remalne,  Your  affectionate  Ffrlend.  A.  Brorkhollrr 

—  l»oc.    Hist.    N.    Y.    III.   M'^. 

PK.V.N'S  PATENT  AS  TO  Ki.r.it.io.x. 

I'VU,  Jan.   21'. 

"  I'pon  the  draft  of  a  Patent  for  Mr.  Penn,  constituting  him  absolute  Pro 
prletary  of  a  tract  of  land,"  etc..  which  was  referred  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  North. — 
"A  paper  being  also  read,  wherein  my  Lord  Bishop  of  London  desire*  that  Mr. 
Penn  be  obliged,  by  his  Patent,  to  admit  a  chaplain  of  his  Lordship's  appointment, 
upon  the  request  of  any  number  of  planters;  the  same  Is  also  referred  to  my  Lord 
Chief  Justice  North." 

HIM.    Feb.  1'4 

"  The  Lord  Bishop  of  London  Is  desired  to  prepare  a  draught  of  a  law  to  btj 
passed  In  this  country,  for  the  settling  of  the  Protestant  religion."  guott-d  In 
Hazard's  Keg.  of  Pa.  1.  2o!t,  L'70.  See  also  Hist.  Coll.  Am.  Col.  Ch.  II.  .'..  4'.»7  N. 

Charter  granted   to   William   Penn.      Extract   In   reference  to   HHIglon. 

IS.   "And  our  farther  pleasure  Is.   and   we  do  hereby,    for  us,   our  heirs  nn-1   *i 
cessors,  charge  and  require,   that   If  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said   Provlm-e.   to 
the  number  of  twenty,   shall   at   any   time  hereafter  be  desirous,   and   shall,    by    » 
writing,  or  by  any  person  deputed  by  them,  signify  sueh  their  desire  to  the  itlnhop 
of  London  for  the  time  being,  that  any  preacher,  or  prcaehcrs.  to  be  approved  ..f  ! 
the   paid    Ilishop.    may    be    sent    unto    them,    for    their    Instruction:    that    then    »ucU 
preacher  or  preachers  shall  and   may   reside   within   the  said   province,    without   n 
denial  or  molestation    whatsoever."— Proud's    Hist.    Pa.    I.    is'1.;    Perry's   Am.    Epl«. 
Ch.   1.  21M. 

( 'LASSIS  OF  AMSTFKH  \  M. 
Correspondence   troni    America. 

The   rlmrrh    of    Ne\v   York   City   to    the   Clas- 

Feb.  25,  KiM.      Kxtraets  in  xxi.  L'L>S  :  al-«»  in   Mints.  Synod 

Xorth   Holland,   HIM',  Art.    1  1. 
Right  Reverend,  Highly  Learned  and  Very  Pi-ms  (Ji-ntl.-men,  the 

Urethren  and  Shepherds  of  the  Kli.«-k  ..f  .h-ns  Chri-t  in  the 

Cla.s.sis  of  Amsterdam. 
Very   Reverend  Sirs  :— 

To  the  great  .sorrow  of  ourselves  and  our  v 
are  obliged  to  pcnd  you  a  letter  of  gri«-f,  on  a<v,mnt  « 
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timely  death  of  our  dear  pastor,  the  blessed  Doniine  Wilhelmua 
van  Nieuwenhuysen.  After  a  tedious  and  languishing  sickness, 
he  fell  asleep  in  the  Lord  on  the  17th  inst.  (Feb.  17,  1681.) 
His  loss  is  the  more  deplorable  to  us,  because  this  large  congre 
gation,  numbering  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  members,  is  sud 
denly  deprived  of  the  usual  service  of  the  Word  and  Sacraments, 
and  without  the  hope  of  having  his  place  soon  again  supplied  in 
this  far  away  country.  Nevertheless  it  is  true  and  we  must  con 
fess  it,  that  our  church  justly  deserves  this  bereavement  on  ac 
count  of  all  our  ingratitude,  lack  of  zeal,  and  presumptuous  sins. 
We  are,  however,  not  without  hope;  and  we  have  the  desire,  to 
repair  this  grievous  loss  which  we  have  suffered,  by  true  repent 
ance,  forsaking  our  provoking  sins,  and  leading  a  better  life.  We 
pray  the  all-merciful  God  to  help  us  so  to  do. 

Under  God's  gracious  blessing  it  therefore  becomes  us  and 
our  congregation  to  arrange  the  necessary  means  to  that  end. 
Therefore  we,  the  undersigned  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  this  city  (TCew  York),  in  conjunction  with  the  former 
elders  of  the  same,  hereby  authorize  another  call  from  Holland, 
to  be  made  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  an  orthodox  minister,  or 
dained  according  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Rules  of  the  United  Xeth- 
erlands.  We  promise  him,  in  behalf  of  our  congregation,  the 
same  salary,  which  was  formerly  promised  and  paid  to  his  prede 
cessor,  the  blessed  Domine  van  Xieuwenhuysen,  namely,  one  thou 
sand  guilders  per  year,  Holland  currency,  or  its  equivalent  here, 
according  to  the  agreement  made  with  the  late  Doniine  van  Xieu- 
wenhuysen  on  July  31,  1672.  A  copy  of  this  is  herewith  enclosed. 
Besides  this,  we  give  free  fire-wood  and  house-rent.  To  this 
is  added  an  additional  stipend  when  his  Reverence  officiates  also 
on  Wednesdays.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  us,  we  have 
considered  it  our  duty,  under  God,  to  address  ourselves  to  your 
Rev.  Body,  and  also  to  our  well  known  and  faithful  friends, 
Dornine  Selyns,  and  the  Messrs.  Gillis  van  Hoornbeeck  and  Cor- 
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iiclius  van  Kuyven,  to  whom  also  we  have  \\Titton  in  detail,  our 
deplorable  condition. 

AVe  earnestly  ami  respectfully  reque-t  your  Kev.  Bodv,  which 
has  kindly  promised  ever  to  turn  a  compa--ion;ite  eye  for  our 
welfare,  upon  this  church  in  a  distant  foreign  land,  to  serve  again 
our  sorrowful  congregation,  seeking  also  the  advice  of  our  above 
mentioned  friends.  AVe  want  you  to  as.-i-t  us  with  your  ever- 
ready  help  and  good  counsel,  and  to  send  us  as  soon  as  possible, 
a  mini-ter,  pious  and  faithful,  learned  and  sound  in  doc-trine, 
and  of  a  blameless  life.  \\Y  must  confess  that  the  renowned 
knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  constant  zeal  and  indefatigable  labor, 
both  in  teaching  and  catechising  of  our  late  blessed  Domino  van 
Xieuwenhuysen,  can  never  be  praised  enough.  We  have  there 
fore  the  more  reason  to  sorrow  over  his  loss.  But  we  know  that 
divine  chastisements  are  not  a  matter  of  chance.  Therefore  we 
will  not  murmur  about  our  loss,  but  rather  labor  to  till  his  place 
again.  ~\Ve  remember  Doinine  Henricus  Selyns.  His  faithful 
services,  his  pious  life,  his  peculiar  /.eal,  hi.-  amiable  conversa 
tion,  his  pleasing  and  ready  speech,  lett  a  deep  impression  upon 
many  hearts.  If  his  Keverence  were  inclined  to  eome  over  again, 
this  would  be  verv  agreeable  to  our  congregation. 

But  in  ca.se  no  inducements  can  persuade  him  thereto,  then 
we  earnestly  request  that  our  church  may  be  speedily  provided 
with  another  minister.  AVe  want,  one  pious  in  life,  sound  in  doc 
trine,  to  take  charge  of  our  congregation.  He  is  to  watch  for 
the  Lord:  to  take  the  office  of  the  mini-try  upon  him  for  this 
community  with  all  its  duties;  to  promote  the  honor  ot  (Jod,  and 
the  improvement,  of  the  Holy  Service,  unto  the  salvation  ot  our 
souls.  To  accomplish  this,  we,  the  undersigned,  bind  ourselves, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  our  congregation,  to  pay  the  salary 
above  named,  the  same  as  was  promptly  paid  to  D«'ininr  van  Nieu- 
wenhuysen  until  the-  day  of  his  death.  \Ve  are  also  now  trying 
to  raise  one  vear's  extra  salarv  for  his  widow.  To  this  a  majority 
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timely  death  of  our  dear  pastor,  the  blessed  Doniine  Wilhelmua 
van  Nieuwenhuysen.  After  a  tedious  and  languishing  sickness, 
he  fell  asleep  in  the  Lord  on  the  17th  inst,  (Feb.  17,  1681.) 
His  loss  is  the  more  deplorable  to  us,  because  this  large  congre 
gation,  numbering  about  four  hmidred  and  fifty  members,  is  sud 
denly  deprived  of  the  usual  service  of  the  Word  and  Sacraments, 
and  without  the  hope  of  having  his  place  soon  again  supplied  in 
this  far  away  country.  Nevertheless  it  is  true  and  we  must  con 
fess  it,  that  our  church  justly  deserves  this  bereavement  on  ac 
count  of  all  our  ingratitude,  lack  of  zeal,  and  presumptuous  sins. 
We  are,  however,  not  without  hope;  and  we  have  the  desire,  to 
repair  this  grievous  loss  which  we  have  suffered,  by  true  repent 
ance,  forsaking  our  provoking  sins,  and  leading  a  better  life.  We 
pray  the  all-merciful  God  to  help  us  so  to  do. 

Under  God's  gracious  blessing  it  therefore  becomes  us  and 
our  congregation  to  arrange  the  necessary  means  to  that  end. 
Therefore  we,  the  undersigned  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  this  city  (New  York),  in  conjunction  with  the  former 
elders  of  the  same,  hereby  authorize  another  call  from  Holland, 
to  be  made  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  an  orthodox  minister,  or 
dained  according  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Rules  of  the  United  Xeth- 
erlands.  We  promise  him,  in  behalf  of  our  congregation,  the 
same  salary,  which  was  formerly  promised  and  paid  to  his  prede 
cessor,  the  blessed  Domine  van  Xicuwonhuysen,  namely,  one  thou 
sand  guilders  per  year,  Holland  currency,  or  its  equivalent  here, 
according  to  the  agreement  made  with  the  late  Domine  van  Nieu- 
wenhuysen  on  July  31,  1672.  A  copy  of  this  is  herewith  enclosed. 
Besides  this,  we  give  free  fire-wood  and  house-rent.  To  this 
is  added  an  additional  stipend  when  his  Reverence  officiates  also 
on  Wednesdays.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  us,  we  have 
considered  it  our  duty,  under  God,  to  address  ourselves  to  your 
Rev.  Body,  and  also  to  our  well  known  and  faithful  friends, 
Domine  Sclyns,  and  the  Messrs.  Gillis  van  Hoornbeeck  and  Cor- 
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nelius  van  "Ruyven,  to  wlnnn  also  we  have  written  in  detail,  our 
deplorable  condition. 

We  earnestly  ami  respectfully  reque-t  your  Rev.  I'.odv,  which 
has  kindly  promised  ever  to  turn  a  compassionate  eye  i'..r  our 
welfare,  upon  this  church  in  a  distant  foreign  land,  to  serve  again 
our  sorrowful  congregation,  seeking  also  the  advice  of  our  above 
mentioned  friends.  ~\Ve  want  you  to  assi.-t  us  with  your  ever- 
ready  help  and  good  counsel,  and  to  send  us  as  soon  as  possible, 
a  mini>ter,  pious  and  faithful,  learned  and  sound  in  doctrine, 
and  of  a  blameless  life.  We  must  confess  that  the  renowned 
knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  constant  zeal  and  indefatigable  labor, 
both  in  teaching  and  catechising  of  our  late  blessed  Domino  van 
Xieuwenhuysen,  can  never  be  praised  enough.  We  have  there 
fore  the  more  reason  to  sorrow  over  his  loss.  But  we  know  that 
divine  chastisements  are  not  a  matter  of  chance.  Therefore  we 
will  not  murmur  about  our  loss,  but  rather  labor  to  till  his  place 
again.  "We  remember  Dominc  Heiiricus  Selyns.  His  faithful 
services,  his  pious  life,  his  peculiar  /eal.  hi.-  amiable  conversa 
tion,  his  pleasing  and  ready  speech,  lett  a  deep  impression  upon 
many  hearts.  If  his  Reverence  were  inclined  to  come  over  again, 
this  would  be  very  agreeable,  to  our  congregation. 

But  in  ca.se  no  inducements  can  persuade  him  thereto,  then 
we  earnestly  request  that  our  church  may  be  speedily  provided 
with  another  minister.  AVe  want  one  pious  in  life,  sound  in  doc 
trine,  to  take  charge  of  our  congregation.  He  is  to  watch  lor 
the  Lord:  to  take  the  ofh'ce  of  the  ministry  upon  him  for  this 
community  with  all  its  duties;  to  promote  the  lioimr  of  (lod,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  Holy  Service,  unto  the  salvation  ol  our 
souls.  To  accomplish  this,  we,  the  undersigned,  bind  ourselves, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  our  congregation,  to  pay  the  salary 
above  named,  the  same  as  was  promptly  paid  to  Dominc  van  Nieu- 
wenhuysen  until  the.  day  of  his  death.  We  are  al.-o  now  trying 
to  raise  one  vear's  extra  salarv  for  his  widow,  'lo  thin  a  majority 


762  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1681 

of  the  congregation  have  already  subscribed,  and  they  will  pay 
the  same. 

We  refer,  for  further  information  about  the  condition  of  the 

church  here,  to  the  enclosed  letter  of  Rev.  Caspar  van  Zuuren. 

During  the  illness  of  our  late  minister,  he  preached  for  us 

once  a  fortnight,  on  Wednesdays,  and  this  he  hopes  to  continue 

to  do. 

We  close  with  our  Christian  greetings.  Commending  you  to 
the  protection  of  the  Most  High,  we  remain,  Right  Reverend 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants,  The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Re 
formed  Christian  Church  of  New  York. 

Gerrit  van  Tright.  Peter  Jacobz  Marius. 

Peter  Bayard.  Coenraat  ten  Eyck. 

Jacob  Teunisen  Raay.  Peter  Stoutenburg. 

John  van  Brugh. 
Former  elders  called  in, 

Olof  Stevens  Cortlandt. 

Nicholas  Bayard. 
Xew  York,  1080/1 

Feb.   25th. 
DIFFICULTIES  BETWEEN  DOM.  SCHAETS  AND  His  CONGREGATION. 

Extraordinary  Court  holden  at  Albany,  April  1st,  1681. 

This  Extraordinary  Court  is  held  at  the  request  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the 
Reformed  Church  here,  who  apply  to  the  Gentlemen  and  request  their  assistance 
inasmuch  as  the  head  of  their  Consistory  Dom.  Gideon  Schaets  refuses  to  visit  them 
for  the  purposes  of  holding  religious  meetings  in  the  Church,  the  usual  appointed 
place  by  the  Consistory  —  Having  undertaken  to  speak  to  the  Domine  of  the  trouble 
which  he  caused  some  of  the  members,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  office  of  a 
Teacher,  especially  at  this  conjuncture  of  Time  when  the  Lord's  Supper  was  so 
near  at  hand;  after  the  Consistory  had  done  its  duty  and  part  to  the  utmost  on  the 
L'!t  March  last,  and  not  knowing  but  it  had  accomplished  everything,  and  every  mat 
ter  of  difference  had  been  settled  for  the  time  (having  been  admonished  in  the 
temper  of  Love  and  Christian  duty)  Anneke  his  daughter  consenting  willingly  to 
al)Rent  herself  the  next  time  from  the  Holy  Table  of  the  Lord  on  her  father's 
proposal,  and  as  it  was  her  duty,  so  as  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  all  scandals 
in  Christ's  flock;  as  it  is  evident  we  have  done  our  utmost  in  sending  for  the  afore 
said  Domine  to  visit  us  to-day,  which  he  hath  wholly  refused,  We  therefore  request 
that  Iheir  worships  will  please  send  for  the  said  Domine  and  ask  him  if  all  matters 
of  difference  etc.,  were  not  arranged  at  the  last  Consistorial  meeting  on  29  March 
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last  and  wherefore  doe*  he  now  rip  up  n,-w  difference*  «nd  offence*  contrary  t..  his 
duty  and  office. 

Whereupon  their  Worships  sent  William  I'nrker  the  <%ourt  Mpnionfor  to  n*«jur«t 
him  to  cotue  to  Court;  who  answered  that  the  Consistory  had  sent  him;  wber«-uuto 
the  Rode  said.  The  Court  sent  for  yo.ir  Reverence  not  the  ComU.tory.  II.-  r.-pllod  - 
He  would  not  couie. 

The  Bode  Is  sent  a  second  time  to  tell  him  that  he  must  Instantly  appear  t.rf,,re 
the  Court.  He  answered,  he  would  not  appear  b.-f,,r,.  th.-  Court,  though  tlu-y  would 
dismiss  him. 

The  Hod.-,  sent  for  tli.-  third  time,  found  him  not  nt  horn,-  Nut  hi*  daughter 
Anneke  said.  I'll  go  and  ask  him;  and  having  nsked  him  said.  M!m-  Knth.-r  will  not 
come:  they  may  do  what  they  pleas.-,  for  the  Magistrates  nr«-  wlnhlug  to  make  me 
out  n  W —  — . 

The  Hode  being  sent   the  fourth  time  report*  as  In-fore. 

Whereupon  Is  Resolved,  to  semi  the  constable  Jacol.  Sandern  with  n  *p,-<Mal 
Warrant  after  him.  to  bring  him  here  before  the  Court. 

Who  having  visited  the  house  and  being  unable  to  find  him  th-  conMabl-  th.-n 
asked  his  daughter.  Anneke  Sclmets.  where  h.-r  fath.-r  wa«C;  Sho  nn»w«-r«-d  - 
Know  you  not  what  Cain  said?  I*  In-  his  Hmth.-r's  ki-ep«-r?  Am  I  my  father'* 
keeper?  Whereupon  the  constable  to|,i  h,-r  that  she  should  l.-t  him  bring  him.  To 
which  she  answered,  she  had  no!,,,dy  for  him  t..  bring,  and  had  she  n  d"g.  »hi* 
should  not  allow  him  to  be  used  by  the  Magistral. -s  f,,r  su.-h  n  n.-rvl. ,-.  Th«» 
Magistrates  had  th.-ir  own  Hod.-. 

The  Constable  having  been  s.-nt    for  lh.-  s. id   tim.-  -poke  t«.    l'..mln<-  S.-ha.-t»  «r 

Head:  Cuyler's  house,  who  gave  for  answer  that  he  should  not  x»  \,,-t»r>-  thrf..urt 
If  the  Consistory  wen-  tin-re;  but  If  the  Consistory  \vus  n«>t  pr.-H.-nt.  h«-  \%. --uld 
appear  before  the  Court. 

Whereupon  the  W.  Court  considering  the  «r.-at  Inrc.nveiil.-i.c.-  hU  i»ii»p«-i»»l..a 
should  cause  the  CoiiKre^atlon  have  through  <-ondeHcci)sli.n  s.-nt  him  w.-rd  thnt  thr 
Magistrates  only  will  speak  to  him  without  the  Consistory. 

C\.   H.     His  suspension  was  written  uu'  und  r'-ud  to  him.' 

At  last,  Domlne  Schaets  appeared  in  Court  and  he  Is  asked  why  lu-.  wiio  »ho:i:d 
afford  a  pood  example  to  others,  hath  shown  contempt  to  hln  Court  by  ;..'•..  ..: 
their  reiterated  suiumons,  to  appear  before  them;  d.-mnndinK  Sallnfucilo!) 

Whereupon  It  Hp|ienrs  at  first  that  Pom.  was  much  dlssntlsni-u  nml  n.-mnndrd  hta 
demission  from  their  worships;  but  at  last  considering  his  commltt«'d  .>fT.n<-«-.  hr 

excused    himself    and    requested    es< llnuly    that    he    should    be    f-TKlvei,.    nn«1    not 

severely  dealt  by.  and  hereafter  nothing  should  be  Inld  to  hln  charge.  promtRlnf  to 
obey,  for  the  future,  his  lawful  superiors,  rc.juesting  that  nil  be  rco.n.  Hod  whl--b 
was  don.-. 

Further  all  matters  and  disputes  between  him  and  II!H  Connlfitory.  Mr  l'*\ld 
Schuyl.  r.  .Mr.  Dlrck  \Vessels.  Mld.-rs;  Wouter  Alb. -rise  van  d.-n  rtboff  and  <;«-rt. 
Lansing.  I».-acons;  were  arranged  In  love  and  friendship  In  pre»«-nee  of  th«-  Court 
aforesaid;  Koinlne  Schaets  admitting  he  was  under  a  misconception. 

Memorandum. 

On  the  nth  of  June  n;si.  Anneke  Schsicts.  wife  of  Tho.  l»a\ldt».-  K.-k.-t.«-i.  la 
sent  to  her  husband  at  New  York,  by  order  and  pursuant  to  lettern  from  th.-  c.,m 
mander  in  Chief  with  a  letter  of  re.  ommendatlon ;  but  «H  M!,.-  wn«  *..  hradatroof 
nn<l  would  not  depart  without  the  Sheriff  and  Cmntnblc1*  lnt.Tfor.Mi--...  her  dl« 
obedience  WHB  annexed  to  tin-  letter. 

'1^1   'G  ^InP   'A'nwqiV 

Anneke  SchaetK  who  was  sent  to  New  V.-rk  by  their  Womhlpii  o»  thr  Uth  of  J«nt 
last  pursuant  to  letters  and  order*  from  the  Commander  In  Chief  Captain  Antbo 
BrockholcH  is  come  buck  here  In  the  same  Sl-.'.p.  and  brlngM  tho  following 
mendation  —  which  Is  In  term.s 
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We  learn  with  gladness  of  the  flourishing  condition  and  growth 
of  your  church.  We  take  social  pleasure  in  your  pions  zeal 
and  cautions  manner  of  procedure,  in  seeking  to  provide  your 
church  with  another  capable  minister,  and  that  as  soon  as  pos 
sible.  Of  this,  your  present  request  to  us  assures  us. 

There  is  indeed  great  necessity  for  the  service  of  a  minister 
among  you.  The  lack  of  one  causes  the  people  to  become  de 
moralized,  knowledge  is  diminished,  and  zeal  abates.  We  have 
devoted  thought  to  the  business,  and  have  looked  about  for  suit 
able  material,  to  whom  the  feeding  of  the  flock  among  yon  might 
be  entrusted;  one  concerning  whose  piety  of  life  and  soundness 
of  doctrine,  we  might  have  full  assurance.  We  have  also  sought 
for  one  who  might  be  able  to  preach  in  the  English  language, 
but  we  have  not  met  with  success  in  this  particular.  Wo  have, 
however,  fixed  upon  John  Weecksteen,  V.  P.  M.  C.,  who  has 
resided  at  llaerlem.  Mention  was  made  of  him  in  the  letter  to 
the  Rev.  Classis,  by  the  widow  of  Rev.  Van  Gaesbeeck. 

This  individual  is  inclined  to  go  as  pastor  to  the  churches  in 
your  parts.  lie  has  accordingly  presented  to  the  Rev.  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  both  his  Classical  and  Ecclesiastical  testimonials. 
These  were  found  in  order.  He  then  gave  evidence  of  his  preach 
ing  gifts,  and  upon  further  consideration  of  his  case  by  the  Rev. 
Classis,  he  was  called  as  pastor  for  the  church  of  Esopus.  After 
passing  his  examination,  he  wras  ordained  to  the  Holy  Ministry 
by  the  imposition  of  hands. 

We  have  spoken  with  him  of  the  remuneration  which  you 
promise  a  pastor.  According  to  your  letter,  we  judge  that  this  is 
the  same  which  your  former  pastor  received.  You  sent  us  a 
special  copy  of  these  conditions,  and  although  in  your  action,  you 
make  no  mention  of  free  fuel,  of  which,  however,  you  speak  in 
your  letter,  wre  judge  that  this  remained  in  your  pen.  On  these 
conditions  then,  he  has  accepted  the  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

The  Rev.  Classis  could  not  meet,  however,  to  fulfill  your  re 
quest,  without  incurring  some  necessary  expenses.  Yet  we  have 
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in  this  matter  sought  the  greatest  economy  for  the  church.  The 
expenses  ineiirred  on  that  occasion  an-  only  one  huiuln-il  guild 
ers  at  twenty  stivers  apiece,  Dutch  currency.  This  amount  would 
have  IK>CH  much  larger,  had  we  n«,t  been  obliged  at  the  same 
time  U>  arrange  for  a  pastor  to  the  Ka>t  Indie*?. 

And  inasmuch  as  no  one  had  orders,  at  least  to  our  knowl.-dgu, 
to  meet  these  necessary  expenses,  we  requested  the  same  from 
skipjK-r  Jacob  Mam-it/.  He  agreed  to  pay  them,  and  lias  >o  done. 
Also,  inasmuch  as  your  preceding  pastor  was  favored  with  funds 
which  you  transmitted  for  his  removal,  and  other  necessary  out 
lays;  we  thought  it  equitable  that  the  same  amount  he  granted  to 
this  pastor  for  a  similar  purpose.  1  his  we  did  because  YOU  offer 
to  deal  with  him  in  all  respects  as  with  his  predecessor.  This 
sum  is  seventy  five  Dutch  guilders,  which  >kipp««r  .Iac«h  Mauritz 
has  advanced  him,  as  appears  hy  the  receipt. 

Meantime  we  hope  and  wish  that  this  call  which  wo  have  made, 
may  have  the  desired  effect,  and  that  your  pious  and  devout  aim 
in  this  matter  may  he  accomplished. 

A\  e  request  you  t^>  receive  the  pastor  whom  you  have  calh-d 
with  all  joy,  and  hold  him  in  honor  for  his  works'  sake.  May 
there  exist  and  ever  continue,  between  the  }  MS  tor  and  consistory 
and  ]*<ople,  an  honorable  and  sincere  harmony,  with  peace  and 
friendship.  To  this,  wo  trust  Kev.  \Veecksteen  will  contribute 
his  share,  and  may  the  church  contribute  hers. 

We  pray  tho  Lord  of  the  harvest   that  it.  may   please  him  to 
enlighten  your  pastor  moro  and  more  l>y  his  spirit,  and  hWs  his 
ministrations,   hv  strengthening  his  hands,  and  enabling1  him  to 
walk  in  his  ministry  successfully.      May  all  this  be  done  to  the 
magnifying  of  his  Holy  Name,  and  the  extension  of  ( 'hris 
dom.      Moreover,  we  tender  you  our  services  in  all  things  in  which 
you   may   need   them.      Wishing  (rod's   rich   blessing  upon  your 
church,  yourselves  and  your  families,   we   remain,  with  our   re 
specta,  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, 
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Your  obedient  and  affectionate  Friends  and  Brethren, 
The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     In  their  name,  the  Deputati 
ad  res  Transmarinas, 

Zegerus  Van  Son,  Dep.  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  Dep.  p.  t.  Scriba. 

Pet.  AYolfius  Ducher,  Dep. 

Thos.  Caenen,  Dep. 
Amsterdam, 

2nd  June,   1681 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Magistrates  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June 

7,  1681. 

Albany,  in  the  Province  of  Xew  York,  formerly  Fort  Orange  in 
New  Ketherland,  the  7th  June,  1681. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Highly-Learned,  the  Classis  of  Amster 
dam  : —  Grace,  mercy  and  peace  be  with  you  from  God  the 
Father,  and  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Savior.  Amen. 

Having  now  an  opportunity  by  a  ship  bound  directly  for  Am 
sterdam,  Ave  feel  it  our  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  great  necessity 
which  exists  in  this  congregation  for  another  good  and  orthodox 
minister.  Our  present  Domine,  Gideon  Schaats  will  explain  mat 
ters  to  you  more  fully  in  his  accompanying  letter.  He  has  be 
come  infirm  and  is  very  weak,  being  a  man  now  seventy  three 
years  old.  He  could  no  longer  conceal  his  infirmities  from  his 
congregation.  Accordingly  on  Feb.  6th  last,  he  preached  a  ser 
mon,  bearing  upon  his  condition,  from  2  Peter  1:12-15  " 

I  think  it  meet,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle,  to  stir  you 
up  by  putting  you  in  remembrance,  knowing  that  shortly  I  must 

put  off  this  my  tabernacle ".     He  felt  that  he  must 

not  only  care  for  his  flock  during  his  life,  but  make  some  pro 
vision  for  it  after  his  death.  He  unites  with  the  consistory  in 
requesting  that  all  possible  endeavors  be  made  to  obtain  a  good 


or  TIIK   STATK  or   XKW   YUKK.  7G9 

1681 

ami  orthodox  minister  for  this  congregation.  The  eonaistory 
have  therefore  addressed  themselves  to  us,  considering  it  their 
duty  to  further  this  good  work  with  all  earnestness.  They  a>k 
us  to  use  our  influence  to  obtain  for  them  a  good  and  orthodox 
minister  for  this  congregation,  exemplary  in  doctrine  and  life; 
one  who  would  lal>or  for  the  editieation  and  increase  of  the  chuivh 
of  God  in  this  place,  and  for  the  salvation  of  s«>u!s.  This  we 
especially  desire,  because  God  ha.s  planted  a  flourishing  c«.mnv- 
gation  here,  which  would  soon  languish,  without  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  of  God,  if  our  minister  should  die. 

Alter  a  due  consideration  of  these  things,  wo  revived  to  seek 
to  obtain,  as  soon  as  possible,  another  goo<l  and  sound  teacher. 
The  congregation  was  conferred  with,  and  they  eordiallv  united 
in  this  good  work,  and  voluntarily  contributed  to  its  surras. 
Knowing  the  general  wish,  we  made  application  to  our  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  because  his  Kxcellencv,  our  Governor,  is  at 
present  in  England,  and  he  approved  of  the  same. 

We  therefore  humbly  request  the  Kev.  ( 'lassis  to  .send  us,  a* 
quickly  as  possible,  such  a  minister  as  we  have  described;  one  elo 
quent  for  this  congregation,  and  whose  arrival  we  will  impatiently 
await.  \Vehavercmittedto  Richard  Van  Reneselaer,  John  Ibn 
drick  Van  Boel,  and  Abild  WollT  the  necessary  funds,  to  pay 
for  liis  passage  and  other  expenses.  We  have  also  fixed  his  sal 
ary  at  eight  hundred  guilders,  in  beavers,  besides  house  r«-nt; 
we  also  do  this  without  diminishing  the  salary  of  our  old  Domiue, 
who  has  now  served  this  congregation  more  than  twenty  nine 
years.  We  engage,  ourselves  to  these  things  in  the  name  <>1,  and 
on  behalf  of  our  congregation.  We  would  also  observe  that  the 
coming  of  such  a  minuter  here  as  we  have  described,  is  not.  only 
for  the  toriu  of  five  or  six  years,  but  durautiae  vitae.  Indeed, 
this  country  is  now  deprived  of  nearly  all  its  ministers.  <••»<! 
Almighty  has  sorely  afflicted  us  in  the  taking  oil  of  Domino  van 
Xieuwenhuysen  of  Xew  York,  and  Doiiiine  van  Gaasbccck  of 
Esopus.  Only  Domino  vjtn  Suyringh  (van  /uuren)  of  Flatbush, 
49 
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and  Tesschenmaker  of  South  River,  besides  our  Domine  Schaats, 
remain  —  a  small  number  of  laborers  for  so  large  a  harvest. 

We  have  communicated  all  this  to  Domine  van  Suyringh  (van 
Zuuren),  who  can  give  some  additional  information  to  the  Classis 
about  our  congregation.  Therefore  we  doubt  not  but  that  the 
Classis  will  take  pity  on  us  in  this  our  emergency,  and  see  that 
a  proper  person  shall  be  sent  over,  who  will  feed  our  congrega 
tion,  consisting  already  of  four  hundred  members,  so  that  this 
number  may  soon  be  doubled;  and  this  can  easily  be  done  even  in 
such  a  wilderness  as  Albany,  in  America.  Trusting  that  the  Rev. 
Classis  will  take  this  into  consideration,  we  commend  your  Rev 
erences  to  the  protection  of  the  Most  High,  and  remain, 
Your  Reverences'  obedient  servants, 

The  Magistrates  of  Albany  in  the  Colony  of 
Rensselaerswyck,  etc. 

Martin  Gerisen,  (Gertsen). 
Cornelius  van.  Duyck, 
Dirck  Wessels, 
Jan  Jansen  Bleecker. 
By  order  of  the  same, 

Robert  Livingston.,  Secretary. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Gideon  Schaats  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  9  (or 

July)  1681. 

The  Peace  of  Christ : 
Rev.  Brethren,  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: — • 

Inasmuch  as  I  am  beginning  to  feel  the  infirmities  of  age,  hav 
ing  reached  seventy  three  years,  it  seemed  proper  to  me  that  I 
should  recommend  my  congregation,  to  look  about  in  time,  and 
provide  a  Colleague  to  assist  me  in  my  old  age ;  lest  such  a  flourish 
ing  congregation,  in  case  of  my  death,  should  remain  vacant  too 
long.  For  this  purpose  I  recently  took  for  my  text  2  Peter  1 :12- 


OK  THE   STATK  OF    Xi:w   YOKK.  771 

1681 

15;  u 1  think  it  meet,  as  l"!iir  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle,  to 

stir  you  up  by  putting  y<»u  in  remembrance,  knowing  that  shortly 

I  must  put  off  this  my  tabernacle ".     The  brethren  heartily 

accepted  of  the  suggestion,  and  a  meeting  was  soon  held  t<>  (••in 
sider  the  matter,  and  we  informed  the  magistrates  about  it.  Thev 
also  agreed  to  the  proposition,  and  brought  the  subject  before  the 
whole  community.  All  were  favorably  inclined  to  it.  and  author 
ized  their  Honors  to  call  another  preacher.  This  they  have  al- 
readv  done,  and  have  also  requested  me  to  write  at  the  samo  time 
to  the  Rev.  Brethren,  and  to  urge  them  to  look  for  such  a  Colleague, 
one  exemplary  in  doctrine  and  life.  They  place  full  confidence  in 
the  judgment  of  your  Reverence?.  I  cannot  write  much  about  the 
conditions,  except  to  say,  that  at  present  it  is  not  as  it  was  for 
merly,  either  here  or  in  foreign  lands.  Preachers  are  no  longer 
engaged  for  a  term  of  years,  but  for  life,  and  with  the  promise  of 
receiving  the  same  salary  in  their  old  age,  which  is  an  important 
consideration  in  a  foreign  land.  T  entrust  this  whole,  matter  to 
your  Rev.  Body.  I  commend  you  to  Clod  and  the  Word  of  big 
Grace. 

Gideon  Schaats,  Minister  at  Albany. 
July  9,  1681, 
Xew  Albany. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Caspar  van  Zuuren  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  .June  : 
16*1.      Extract,    xxi.    2151-2;    also   in    Mints,   of   Synod    North 
Holland,  1CS2,  Art.   11. 
Reverend,    Pious,    Very    Learned    and     Prudent    Gentlemen    and 

Fathers  in  Christ:  - 

A  curious  occurrence,  which  happened  to  me  lately,  compel*  me 
again  to  take  my  pen  in  hand  and  send  the  present  letter  to  your 
Reverences.  Before  I  arrived,  a  difference,  had  arisen  here  bo- 
tween  my  predecessor's  widow  (Mrs.  Polheraus)  and  one  of  her 
neighbors  about  some  land  and  its  boundaries.  After  my  arrival 
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this  quarrel  continued  with  vigor,  notwithstanding  the  judges  have 
given  several  decisions  concerning  it.  Several  surveyors,  called 
in  by  the  parties,  did  not  succeed  in  removing  the  difficulties  but 
rather  increased  them ;  because  they  did  not  agree  as  to  the  proper 
understanding  of  the  matter  nor  as  to  the  measurements,  and  they 
gave  different  opinions,  whereby  the  truth  was  the  more  obscured 
and  the  feelings  on  either  side  were  the  more  excited. 

It  happened  last  winter,  that  the  elders  of  ]\lidwout  came  to 
speak  with  me  about  some  matters  relating  to  the  Holy  Supper. 
They  said  among  other  things,  that  the  widow  Polhemus  did  not 
intend  to  come  to  God's  table  this  time,  because  she  had  been 
injured  by  every  one.  I  answered  that  she  ought  to  know  how  her 
case  stood,  and  should  be  conscientiously  persuaded  of  the  fair 
ness  and  justice  of  the  matter.  Otherwise  she  could  not  continue 
to  assert  her  claims  without  wronging  her  neighbors  or  her  own 
family.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  could  not  see,  that  she  was 
in  the  right;  but  I  would  not  judge  her,  either  in  her  business  or 
in  her  conscience ;  but  I  advised  her  to  be  temperate  and  modest ; 
for  a  good  cause  could  be  defended  badly,  and  thereby  made  bad 
or  at  least  suspicious,  while  good  causes  should  be  accomplished 
in  a  good  way,  etc.  The  land  had  just  then  been  surveyed  by  a 
surveyor,  who  placed  her  in  the  wrong.  But  in  the  spring  another 
surveyor  belonging  to  another  place,  vindicated  her  claim;  but  he 
was  a  Socinian,  a  man  of  bad  reputation  and  distrusted  generally 
in  his  profession.  She  now  sent  me  word  by  the  same  elders,  of 
whom  one  is  her  remaining  son,  that  she  would  take  part  in  the 
Lord's  Supper  with  her  children,  because  her  case  was  decided  in 
her  favor,  and  the  other  side  had  their  mouth  stopped.  I  then 
used  the  same  arguments  as  before,  proposing  all  churchly  means 
and  remedies  to  remove  the  quarrel;  but  I  considered  that  my 
visit  to  the  widow  and  her  family,  which  my  elders  had  requested 
me  to  make,  could  not  bear  any  special  fruits,  unless  the  other  side 
was  also  present. 

Meanwhile,  I  was  informed  from  another  quarter,  that  I  was 
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her  antagonist.  The  elders  h:.,l  not  allow,-,!  this  to  be  told  Ilie 
before.  A  little  later  T  was  told  hy  an  older,  and  also  by  a  former 
elder,  in  the  widow's  name,  that  I  must  romp  to  reconcile  myself 
with  her  and  her  children,  as  otherwise-  she  would  ent,-r  a  com 
plaint  airainst  me  before  these  (ministers  and  ciders)  of  New 
York.  This  appeared  very  strange  to  me.  I  found  out  after 
wards,  however,  that  my  elders  had  misrepresented  my  position,  as 
well  as  my  intentions  and  my  word..  I  therefore  replied  that  I 
would  come;  but  advised  and  warned  the  widow  not  to  begin  a 
quarrel  with  me.  I  used  very  earnest  expressions,  conscious  of 
my  innocence,  and  understanding  all  the  consequences  of  the  case. 

After  I  had  performed  my  duties  in  Brcuckelen.  preparatory  to 
the  Holy  Communion,  I  went  there  with  a  deacon.  She  said  that, 
he  also  was  her  antagonist;  but  I  had  been  warned,  as  hcf«.re,  that 
I  must  be  on  my  guard.  1  found  on  my  :irrival  that  there  were 
present  the  before  mentioned  surveyor,  some  one  else  from  New 
York,  and  also  our  schoolmaster.  After  some  common  <'«>nvcrsa- 
tion.  T  was  spoken  to  by  the  widow  on  the  subject  which  -he  had 
taken  up  against  me,  but  she  wearied  me.  I  then  n-qiiested  that 
the  three,  men  present  should  leave  the  room,  or  that  we  -hould 
go  into  another  room.  She  still  very  seriously  declared  that  she 
would  not  undertake  anything  against  me.  Thereupon  I  was  most 
irreverently  and  slanderously  abused  by  the  scho,.Jma.-ter,  ami  .-till 
worse  by  her  eldest  son.  I  therefore  left  them  not  without  very 
great  astonishment  at  their  conduct.  And  then  wicked  and  slan 
derous  rumors  were  rej>orted  of  this  meet  ing.  I  was  accused  by 
great  and  small,  by  Knglish  and  Hutch,  by  the  Lieiitenant-Ciovor- 
nor  of  the  land  as  well  as  by  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  NYw  York, 
of  having  said  that  she  did  not  fairlv  own  the  land,  and  that  I 
had  therefore  made  out  her  late  husband  a  thief,  and  her  children 
roguep.  After  this  had  lasted  a  few  weeks,  it  was  finally  settled 
by  the  Rev.  Consistories  of  the  two  churches.  New  York  and  I<<>ng 
Island,  who  imposed  upon  the  slanderers  a  recantation  [  ~'i''> 

And  even  the  schoolmaster's  son,  who  was  not  the  first  slanderer. 
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and  what  he  did  was  not  altogether  his  own  fault,  for  he  is  a 
person  given  to  drink  and  jesting,  to  abuse  and  squabbling  —  but 
even  he,  in  my  judgement,  ought  not  to  be  passed  over;  especially, 
because  he  \vas  one  who  had  been  already  censured  by  us  for  the 
occurrences  before  related;  and  although  he  had  been  forbidden  to 
ring  the  bell,  or  read  the  scriptures  (as  voorleser)  at  Midwout, 
when  the  congregation  of  that  place  go  to  Brooklyn  to  communion, 
yet  to  spite  me,  he  rang  the  bell  several  times,  on  such  occasions, 
even  before  I  removed  to  Brooklyn,  and  also  read  the  scriptures 
(as  voorleser)  contrary  to  all  custom  and  order. 

I  therefore  called  together  our  consistory,  and  as  is  usual  here, 
invited  the  Magistrates  to  meet  with  them.  After  I  had  explained 
to  them  all  these  misdemeanors  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  of  others, 
they  all  declared  that  they  had  long  wished  for  some  opportunity 
to  discharge  this  schoolmaster,  and  this  statement  was  verified 
by  others,  and  his  discharge  was  now  effected.  But  we  were  all, 
then,  and  especially  myself,  immediately  abused,  with  irreverent 
words  and  cursings  and  threats. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell,  in  this  short  account,  all  that  this  fellow 
has  done  since,  to  have  this  decision  nullified,  and  to  defame  us  and 
all  preachers.  During  the  last  six  weeks  he  has,  without  regard  to 
time  or  place,  occasion  or  the  presence  of  others,  and  even  before 
the  very  judges  themselves,  abused  and  slandered  us.  He  usually 
asserted  that  I  was  a  false-witness,  a  tale-bearer,  a  rogue,  a  villain 
of  villains,  a  scoundrel  of  scoundrels,  and  even  threatened  me  with 
personal  injury.  On  acccount  of  all  this,  I  petitioned  the  Magis 
trates,  who  had  signed  the  sentence,  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the 
High  Council  and  even  the  Governor,  that  this  evil-doer  should 
be  punished ;  but  all  my  efforts  have  not  even  resulted  that  our  de 
cision  —  that  he  should  remove  from  the  school-house  before  the 
first  of  May  —  could  be  carried  out. 

All  this  increased  my  troubles  and  added  to  the  scandal,  which 
has  hardly  had  its  equal.  Some  Englishmen  and  their  adherents, 
among  them  the  party  before  alluded  to,  who  have  been  brought 
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into  the  quarivl  by  tho  schoolmaster,  encouraged  him.  and  so  jus 
tice  miscarries,  while  tin-  very  maintmancr  of  our  religious  ser 
vices,  and  even  our  liberty,  suiTered.     At  last,  no  other  wav  being 
opened,  I  recommended  my  case  and  h.,i,,,r  to  the  R,  v.  < '..n^i-tories 
of  all  our  Dutch  villages.      At  their  meetim:  ,,n  ih,-  :)l,t  of  M;,V. 
O.  S.  they  first  reaffirmed  our  decision,  and  then  acquitted  m«.  of 
all  charges.     Later  on,  threo  of  their  ninnber  were  appoint, -1  and 
authorized  to  consult  about  the  oaso  with  some   (of  the  elders  0 
of  Xew  York,  and  to  vindicate  our  freedom   (rights)   before  tho 
judges,  before  whom  they  first  cited  us,  and  then,  we,  him.     It  is 
quite  incredible  and   impossible  that   such   great  audacity   would 
be  exhibited  by  a  man,  unless  others  of  no  better  character,  but  of 
better  position,  supported  him.     First  I  had  a  difficulty  about  the 
value  of  the  money  in  which    I   was   paid;   now  mv  honor   is   in 
danger.     I  have  even  reason  to  fear  that  if  these  passions  are  not 
bridled,  I  shall  ultimately   run   the   risk   of   my   life.      I   am   too 
straightforward  for  this  place,  and  too  much  respected  !>v  manv. 
These  things  some  people    do  not  like.       Those  have  caused    my 
present,  and  as  some  think  also  my  former  difficulties.     If  it  were 
not  for  the  condition  of  my  wife,  who  is  in  the  last  month  before 
child-bearing;    the   embarrassment   of   the   congregation    at    New 
York,   and   others   in   the  neighborhood   whose   pulpits    I   have  to 
supply,  besides  my  own  ;  I  would  have  come  home  with  the  vessel 
bearing  this  letter;  for  I  cannot  see  of  what  service  I  can  be  here; 
or  if  I  continue  my  work  how  I  am  to  remain  in  peace. 

Finally  I  must  tell  how  far  these  matters  have  been  carried. 
The  term  of  the  court  having  arrived,  and  the  parties  to  tho  suit 
'  being  present,  the  Xew  Yorkers  judged  it  advisable,  not  to  let  tin; 
difficulty  come  before  the  Justice  of  the  Peace.  They  feared  an 
encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  our  exercising  our  religious  ser 
vices  (from  the  English).  Therefore  they  made  an  agreement 
with  said  schoolmaster,  that  henceforth  ho  should  ke<-p  still,  ami 
be  satisfied  with  what  they  of  New  York  should  arrange  in  refer 
ence  to  this  matter.  Our  commissioners  agreed  to  this,  and  a  bond 
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of  fifty  pounds  sterling  was  given.  I  can  only  inform  YOU  in  my 
next  letter  what  these  JSTew  York  people  determine  in  this  diffi 
culty,  and  what  propositions  they  make.  Among  them  are  two 
elders  for  us ;  one  ex-elder  and  a  member  of  the  Council,  but  both 
our  very  good  friends,  are  for  the  schoolmaster. 

(The  following  is  a  marginal  note  in  the  original.) 

ship  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  inform  you  herewith  of  the  re 
sult,  namely :  the  said  arbitrators  have  decided,  that  he,  the  school 
master  should  remain  deposed  from  his  duties  and  be  obliged  to 
retract  his  slanders  and  to  reestablish  my  honor,  which  was  done 
before  them  by  word  of  mouth  with  a  promise  not  to  do  it  again 
under  a  bond  of  fifty  pounds.  I  see  the  following  in  this  judge 
ment:  1.  We  are  held  in  the  same  esteem,  as  this  scoundrel,  and 
our  clerical  resolutions  are  subordinate  to  the  decisions  of  some 
individual  members  of  other  congregations:  2.  Our  church  will 
never  be  free  from  English  politics,  etc.  Therefore  I  most  humbly 
request,  that  your  Reverences  will  please  to  consider  this,  and 
guard  our  cause  and  liberty.  Such  things  may  happen  to  me 
again,  even  in  censuring  an  ordinary  member,  etc.  Midwout, 

25th  of  June,  O.  Style  1681. 

All  this  clearly  proves  the  condition  in  which  our  churches  find 
themselves  under  the  English  government,  and  it  is  better  to  be 
silent,  than  to  speak  much  about  it.  But  these  things  sometimes 
make  me  long  all  the  more  for  the  Fatherland.  Besides  these 
troubles,  my  duties  now  are  also  much  harder  because  of  the  va 
cancy  at  New  York.  I  preach  and  baptize  there  onc-e  a  fortnight, 
and  administer  the  Communion  once  every  three  months.  I  have 
likewise  been  requested  to  administer  the  Communion  for  the 
congregation  on  Staten  Island  and  also  at  Bergen  with  the  places 
depending  thereon.  I  have  now  the  care  of  about  one  thousand 
members  in  my  own  and  in  the  said  congregations,  all  distant  from 
each  other.  In  closing  I  commend  myself  to  the  favor  of  your 
Reverences  and  earnestly  beg  of  you  to  think  of  me  in  connection 
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with  our  churches  (at  home)  and  .-all  m.-  in  .In,-  time  to  a  In-iter 
and  more  quiet  place.     I  pray  (ind,  to  protect  vmi  in  his  goodness; 
to  bless  your  meetings  and  determinations  for  the  welfare  of  the 
church,  and  t..  make  it  independent  "f  the  great  one*  of  the  earth. 
Herewith  1  remain.  Reverend.  Pious  Gentlemen  ami  Fathers, 
\our  Reverences  humble  and  very  obedient 
servant  and  colleague, 

Casparus  Van  /unrcn, 

Preacher  <>n   I»ng  Island.  America. 

Postscript,  of  the   same  date.      xxi.   L'.'Jii. 

Reverend,     Pious,     Very     Learned,     Prudent     Fathers    in    Jesus 
Christ  :— 

After  I  had  closed  my  special  letter  to  vour  Reverences  (of  this 
?ame  date,)  another  circumstance  of  a  more  pleasant  nature  oc 
curred,  than  what  I  reported  in  said  letter,  and  I  feel  compelled 
to  send  the  following  additional  lines  to  your  Rev.  Assembly. 

Rev.  Domine  Gideon  Schaats,  minister  of  the  congregation  of 
Jesus  Christ  at  New  Albany,  formerly  Fort  Orange,  having  ar 
rived  at  a  great  age,  and  having  served  in  that  congregation,  to 
the  praise  of  God  for  alxnit  thirty  years,  is  constantly  becoming 
weaker  and  unable  to  bear  the  burden.  Accordingly  the  over 
seers  of  that  congregation,  taking  into  consideration  the  age  of 
their  minister  and  his  consequent  weakness,  as  well  as  the  good 
of  their  congregation,  having  its  welfare  at  heart,  have  deliberated 
together  and  resolved  humbly  to  ask  your  Reverences  for  an  as 
sistant  minister.  You  have  fully  learned  from  former  letters,  as 
to  the  condition  of  this  country  and  of  the  congregations  here. 
At  present,  during  the.  vacancies  at  New  York  and  at  the  Esopus, 
which  we  hope  your  Reverences  favor  will  soon  till,  tin-re  are 
only  three  preachers  in  this  whole  province  of  New  ^  ork  or  New 
Xetherland.  One  is  at  tho  North,  Domine  Schaats;  one  in  tho 
South,  Domine  Tesschenmaker,  and  I  in  the  mid. lie  part  between 
them.  We  have  not  onlv  to  take  care  of  tho  respective  congrega- 
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tions,  to  which  we  have  been  called,  and  Avhich  are  our  special 
charges,  but  also  of  all  the  neighboring  ones.  Domine  Schaats 
still  serves  the  congregation  of  Schoonechtedi,  (Schenectady),  and 
also  during  the  vacancy,  that  of  the  Esopus.  Domine  Tesschen- 
maker  has  likewise  some  neighboring  hamlets  besides  New  Castle, 
his  headquarters,  and  must  also  occasionally  preach  at  other  places. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  reported  in  my  special  letter, 
what  troubles,  besides  the  usual  ones,  I  have  to  bear  at  present. 
Your  Reverences  will  therefore  agree  with  us,  that  the  harvest 
is  great  and  abundant,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  One  thing  is 
very  desirable,  and  that  is  that  this  country  should  be  governed 
either  by  the  Dutch,  or  by  the  English  in  a  Dutch  manner.  I 
say  this  in  reference  to  public  worship  and  its  maintenance.  There 
are  many  congregations,  scattered  here  and  there  in  villages  and 
hamlets,  which  are  too  weak  to  support  a  minister,  and  sustain 
public  worship,  yet  they  would  like  to  have  the  means  of  grace  — 
the  Word  and  the  Sacraments.  Some  are  now  obliged  to  come 
from  a  great  distance  to  have  their  children  baptized,  or  to  par 
take  themselves  of  the  Holy  Communion.  If  the  present  govern 
ment  of  this  country  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  means  for 
maintaining  religious  services  according  to  the  laudable  custom  of 
the  Dutch,  East  and  West,  it  seems  to  me,  relief  could  be  easily 
obtained.  At  present  the  duties  of  ministers  in  this  country  are 
very  burdensome,  because  they  are  so  few  in  number,  and  all  the 
people,  especially  those  who  are  scattered  in  small  hamlets  along 
the  rivers  and  creeks,  cannot  be  ministered  to  as  they  desire.  This 
causes  among  many  a  condition  of  great  rudeness,  and  a  marked 
negligence  in  the  use  of  the  Sacraments  by  their  children  as  well 
as  by  themselves. 

For  this  reason  I  approve  of  the  plan  of  the  people  of  New 
Albany  as  good  and  praiseworthy.  It  will  not  only  make  it  easier 
for  the  old  minister,  especially  in  reference  to  all  outside  duties; 
but  also  because  when  he  dies,  although  this  may  first  happen  to 
the  younger,  the  congregation  will  still  remain  provided  with  a 
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good  shepherd,  to  show  thorn  the  way  t<>  Christ's  she-enfold,  and 
to  go  in  and  out  before  them.  Thus  they  seek  to  avoid  tin-  incon 
veniences  and  embarrassment  which  the  N'ew  York  conirregation 
now  finds  itself  in.  We  then-fort-  can  only  approve-  of  their  plane, 
and  join  in  their  request,  humbly  asking  your  Reverences  in  their 
name,  to  choose  and  send  over  for  them  a  proper  person.  We 
likewise  beseech  you,  for  the  love  of  Christ  and  his  Church,  to 
take  this  matter  quickly  to  heart.  It  is  an  honor  to  our  nationality 
here  in  this  country,  that  in  the  matter  of  religious  svrviees  \vo 
far  excel  the  English.  They  have  but  few  ministers.  Some  of 
these  are  Independents;  others  Episcopalians;  yet  few  of  the  right 
kind.  Even  the  Capital,  Xew  York,  has  no  Knglish  minister  or 
chaplain,  and  very  few  ever  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  when 
they  have  a  minister.  Therefore  religion  which  i-  the  solid  founda 
tion  of  all  government,  is  on  a  better  footing  among  the  Dutch; 
although  even  they  have  their  failings  and  abuses,  and  neither  are 
they  small.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  great  jov  to  us  when  Almighty 
God,  the  Chief  Shepherd,  shall  be  pleased  to  fullill  the  requests 
of  the  now  vacant  and  praying  congregations,  and  send  to  us  as 
manv  more  laborers,  as  there  are  here  already.  For  this  we  make 
supplication  in  our  pravers;  and  we  also  requeM  your  Reverences, 
as  his  instruments  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  pay  attention 
to  the  wish  and  the  hungry  desire  of  these  bleating  sheep,  and 
especially  to  extend  your  favor  to  tlio-c  of  whom  we  have  spoken. 
The  Lieutenant  Governor,  Anthony  Brockhol-t.  tin-  Governor 
himself  being  absent,  has  confirmed  this  rcquc-t.  by  lii>  approba 
tion.  The,  congregation  has  collected  an  abundant  HUH  to  pay 
for  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  expected  mini-ter,  and  has  re 
mitted  it  to  Messrs.  Richard  van  Kensselaer.  .Ian  Hendriek  van 
Baal,  and  Abel  do  Wolf,  merchants  at  Amsterdam.  They  can  also 
give  your  Rev.  Assembly  full  in  format  ion  concerning  the  condi 
tion  of  said  congregation  (at  Albany).  The  salary  is  to  be  eight 
hundred  guilders  in  beavers,  which,  as  I  understand  it,  is  one 
hundred  beavers,  each  pio'-e  (beaver  >kin)  being  \ 
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guilders.  Neither  will  this  lessen  the  salary  of  the  old  minister, 
who  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  beavers.  We  hope,  although 
there  is  not  as  great  a  number  of  candidates  as  formerly,  that  this 
church  and  others  of  our  New  Netherland  churches  may  be  pro 
vided  with  orthodox,  eloquent  and  upright  men,  such  as  the  con 
gregations  desire.  We  add  our  request  to  theirs,  and  pray  your 
Reverences  that,  pursuant  to  your  accustomed  fatherly  care,  al 
ready  so  often  shown  to  the  Dutch  congregations  in  this  country, 
you  will  please  to  consider  what  we  have  again  submitted  in  this 
regard,  that  the  believing  and  unanimous  expectations  of  our  souls 
may  soon  be  joyfully  realized.  We  leave  the  rest  to  your  Christian 
love  and  prudence,  while  we  pray  God  Almighty  to  bless  your  per 
sons  and  your  families,  your  services  and  your  councils  with  his 
gracious  favor,  to  the  building  up  of  his  church  and  the  salvation 
of  all  you  and  yours.  Let  it  so  be.  Wherewith  I  remain,  Rev 
erend  and  Prudent  Gentlemen, 

Your  Reverences  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Casparus  van  Zuuren,  Minister. 
Midwoud, 
25th  of  June,  O.  S.  1681. 


Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June 
29,  1681.  Extract  in  Mints.  Synod  North  Holland,  1682, 
Art.  11. 

Very  Reverend,  Learned  and  Pious  Gentlemen : — 

The  enclosure  is  a  copy  of  our  last  letters  (Eeb.  25,  1681),  one 
sent  by  way  of  Maryland,  the  other  by  way  of  Boston,  to  which 
wo  refer.  We  only  add  our  earnest  prayer,  that,  in  case  the  de 
sired  call  has  not  been  made  before  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  that 
it  be  not  delayed  any  longer,  and  that  the  candidate  may  hasten 
on  his  way.  We  have  no  more  to  say  at  present,  except,  with  our 
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salutations,  to  commend  y,,ur   Reverence^  to  tin-  can-  «.f  the  Al 
mighty.     We  remain, 

Very  Reverend  (ieiitlenieii.  Y-mr 
Reverences  humble  servant-,  the 
Elders  and  Deacons  «.f  the  Re 
formed  Christian  ( 'hurch  at 
Xcw  York.  In  their  name. 

Pioter  Jacob.-cn   Mariu-.   Kld.-r. 
Xew  York,  20th  of  June,  Anno  His]. 

Acts  of  Classis  of   Amsterdam. 

Request  of  the  People  of  New  York.      Death  of  Nieiiwenhuyscn  ; 
Desire  for  Selyns  to  return.      (Title  in   Knglish.  ) 

1CS1,    July    L>lst. 

A  certain  letter  was  read,  from  \e\v  Xetherland,  from  tin- 
church  in  Xcw  York,  dated  Feh.  25,  KIM.  statin,*:  that  IJ.-v.  Wil 
liam  Nieuwenhuysen,  late  minister  there,  had  fallen  aslc.-p  in 
the  Lord.  They  requested  another  <_rood  minister  in  liis  place,  ami 
would  very  gladly  see  that  the  Kev.  Domine  llenricus  Selyns.  at 
present  minister  at  Waverveen,  might  he  sent  to  them,  if  he  (vuld 
be  induced  thereunto.  Whereupon  the  Kev.  Classis  resolved  to 
refer  the  said  matter  to  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Maritirnas  to  con 
fer  more  particularly  with  Rev.  Selyns,  to  offer  him  this  call,  and 
to  make  preparations  to  discuss  the  entire  subject  more  fully  at 
the  next  Classis.  vii.  'His  ;  xix.  2<i:;. 

ACTS  OF  THK  DKITTIKS. 

Letter  from  Xew  York. 

1681,  July  L':Jrd. 

Stood  within  Rev.   llenricus  Selyns,  Mr.  (Jillis  van  Hoornbcecq 
and  Mr.  Cornelius  van  Ruyven.     They  announced  tho  dweiiw  < 
Rev.   Xieuwenhuvsen   minister  at    Xew   York,  UP   well  nn   the  re- 
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quest  of  the  said  congregation  to  be  provided  anew  with  another 
capable  minister  in  the  place  of  the  one  deceased.  For  this  pur 
pose  they  hand  in  a  letter  from  the  said  church,  xxi.  228. 

SYNOD  OF  NORTH  HOLLAND,  AT  HAARLEM. 

1681,  Aug.  7  et  seq. 
Art.   11.     Extracts  from  the  letters  from  New  Xetherland. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Casparus  van  Suren  (Zuuren), 
written  at  Midwout  on  Long  Island,  in  America,  December  10, 
1680. 

He  tells  of  the  effect  which  the  letters  of  the  Deputati  had  had 
upon  him ;  that  he  had  intended  to  return  to  Patria,  on  account 
of  the  well-known  unpleasantnesses  in  his  church;  but  that  he 
had  now  changed  his  mind  on  account  of  their  letter. 

He  wishes  that  his  congregation  had  likewise  given  due  heed 
to  the  advice  of  Rev.  Deputati ;  but  he  hopes  that  this  business 
will  arrange  itself  also  in  its  due  time;  for  the  congregation  is 
keeping  its  promises,  on  the  strength  of  which  he  was  called,  in 
A  better  manner;  it  has  also  made  some  new  promises  to  him  in 
reference  to  the  time  which  has  already  elapsed.  He  shows  the 
inconveniences  attending  the  work  in  the  place  where  he  is,  by 
several  instances,  and  wishes  that  the  love  between  him  and  his 
people,  might  be  strengthened.  He  thanks  the  Deputati  for  the 
advice  given,  and  ends  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  in  the  name  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  Netherland;  written  at  New 
York,  but  without  date.  Signed  by  the  Revs.  Nieuwenhuysen 
and  Van  Zuren.  (1680?) 

They  show  how  agreeable  it  was,  to  learn  of  the  pleasure  which 
the  Rev.  Classis  took,  in  their  appointment  of  Rev.  Tesschen- 
maker  as  minister  on  the  South  River,  (New  Amstel,  Delaware.) 
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They  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  for  their  good  disposition  toward* 
the  churches  of  New  Xethcrland,  and  express  their  desire  to 
continue  their  correspondence  with  us.  They  speak  of  the  good 
order  maintained  by  them  in  their  ecclesiastical  government  and 
worship,  being  the  same  as  that  used  in  the  Fatherland;  yet  they 
add,  that  on  account  of  the  English  who  art-  now  in  power  there, 
and  whose  Church-Order  differs  very  greatly  from  ours,  they  mu.-t 
temporarily  make  some  alterations  in  minor  matters;  neverthe 
less  only  in  such  wise,  that  when  the  reason,  which  compels  them 
to  do  so,  has  been  removed,  they  can  again  proceed  on  the  old  foot 
ing.  They  indicate  in  what  manner  the  ministers  in  that  land 
keep  up  intercourse  with  each  other,  namely  by  letters;  inasmuch 
as,  on  account  of  the  great  distances  between  the  different  locali 
ties,  meetings  from  month  to  month  are  impossible.  They  tell  of 
the  state  of  the  churches,  the  increase  and  number  of  members, 
being  now  about  fifteen  hundred;  although  the  places  of  residence 
of  the  Christians  are  often  at  the  distance  of  several  hours  (three 
miles  an  hour)  from  the  place  of  service.  They  tell  how  the 
churches,  which  have  no  ministers,  get  along  with  readers ;  how 
they  desire  the  aid  of  the  civil  power  for  the  support  of  their 
churches,  but  for  which  they  see  little  chance  under  their  present 
(English)  government;  how  they  desire  of  (Jod  that  they  may 
only  keep  what  they  have.  They  conclude  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Dutch 
Church  on  Long  Island.      (Dec.  10,  KihO.) 

They  make  known  that  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Deputati  has  had 
the  effect  of  settling  amicably  the  well  known  unpleasantnesses ; 
they  indicate  what  was  the  cause  of  their  mutual  differences;  they 
thank  the  brethren  for  their  trouble,  and  request  continuance  of 
their  good  care  over  them;  they  give  an  account  of  tho  state  of 
their  congregation,  of  the  number  of  their  members,  and  in  coi 
sequence,  of  tho  necessity  for  the  labors  of  another  minister  in 
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this  church.     They  declare  their  disposition  towards  a  good  cor 
respondence  with  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  conclude  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  in  the  name  of  the  church  of  Esopus, 
in  New  York,  November  22,  1680,  signed  by  John  (William?) 
Nieuwenhuysen,  Gasp,  van  Zuren,  Wessel  ten  Broek,  John  Mat- 
thysen,  Wilhelmus  de  Myer,  John  de  Hoge. 

They  make  known  the  death  of  their  minister,  Rev.  Lawrence 
van  Gaasbeek,  and  request  that  another  minister  may  be  sent  to 
them.  They  mention  the  number  of  their  members,  and  the  in 
crease  of  their  congregation,  and  make  known  what  terms  the 
minister  sent  thither  shall  enjoy;  whereof  an  instrument,  from 
the  delegates  of  that  congregation,  \vas  enclosed.  They  make  men 
tion  of  their  petition  to  the  Governor  (Andros)  ;  also  the  apostille 
to  their  petition,  both  sent  to  us;  but  leaves  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Classis,  what  is  said  therein  about  English  preachers.  They 
request  that  the  minister  may  be  sent  to  them  with  the  same  skip 
per  who  brought  over  the  letter,  with  whom  they  have  arranged 
about  the  passage.  They  conclude  with  salutations. 

Was  read  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Schenectady,  in 
New  Netherland,  addressed  to  John  Henry  van  Balen  and  Abel 
de  Wolff,  and  dated  December  31,  (1680),  and  signed  by  four 
of  their  number  and  by  the  secretary.  In  this  they  ask  that  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  will  see  to  it  that  their  church  be  provided 
with  a  minister,  and,  if  possible,  before  the  winter ;  that  they  will 
give  the  minister  a  salary  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  beavers, 
in  wheat,  and  a  free  dwelling.  They  state  why  they  did  not 
themselves  write  to  Rev.  Classis,  and  conclude  with  salutations. 

Were  sent  this  year  as  ministers  to  the  Indies  and  to  New 
Netherland : 


To  Esopus,  in  New  Netherland:     Rev.  John  Weeksteen,   (old 
minister)  ?  and  Master  of  the  Latin  School 
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Art.  28.      Tlu-  Labadists  and  Coelman. 

Ad  Art.  i>7.  Shaking  of  the  Labadists  and  particularly  Cool- 
man:  It  appears  from  several  reports  that  these  are  gradually 
losing  ground  in  our  home  churches.  (\,<-lman,  indeed,  shows 
himself  here  and  there,  but  with  very  little  following.  The 
Classes  agree  to  continue  to  be  watchful  against  him.  Onlv  the 
Correspondents  of  Gelderland  have  (reported?)  asked  that  (VI- 
man  had  {.reached  at  IJnmmel.  Against  his  efforts,  a  resolution 
was  passed  in  South  Holland;  and  also  the  DepuUiti  ad  eorre- 
spondentias,  together  with  the  corresponding  Synod,  were  ex 
horted  to  be  on  the  watch  against  his  preaching. 

Acts  of  Chassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Xe\v  York,  HJS1,  Sept.  1st. 

Rev.  Deputati  ad  eccles.  extranas,  make  known  to  the  Rev.  As 
sembly  that  they  had  conferred  with  Reverend  Doinine  Selvns 
touching  the  vacant  church  of  New  York;  that  they  had  offered 
him  the  call  to  the  church  there,  in  accordance,  with  the  inclination 
and  desire  of  that  church,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Kev.  (Massif, 
and  that  he  had  been  pleased  to  take  this  offered  call  into  consid 
eration,  as  the  importance  thereof  requires,  but  that  he  had  not 
yet  declared  his  intentions  regarding  it.  \Yhereui>on,  Kev.  Sclyns, 
who  was  present  at  the  session,  was  heard,  and  his  well  grounded 
objections  understood.  Besides,  no  further  word  had  come  over 
from  New  Netherland,  and  from  the  vacant  church  there.  The 
Rev.  Assembly  therefore  resolved  to  leave  the  case  in  statu  for 
the  present,  and  postponed  further  consideration  of  it  to  tin'  next 
session,  vii.  :J10;  xix.  203. 

New  York,  1US1,  Sept.  '2nd. 

Mr.  Cornelius  van  Ruyven  made  known  to  this  session,  that  up 

to  date,   no   further   word   had   come,  from    New   York,   although 

news  is  now  expected.     Ho  presented  for  our  consideration  whether 

it  would  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  matter  of  tho  call  for 

50 
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the  present.  This,  for  weighty  reasons,  the  session  approved. 
He  agreed,  as  soon  as  he  receives  any  word,  to  inform  the  session 
thereof,  xxi.  229. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The   Church  of  Kings  County,   Long  Island,   to  the   Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  Sept.  15,  (O.  S.)  1681. 

Very  Reverend,  Prudent,  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Col 
leagues  in  Jesus  Christ:  The  Deputies  of  the  Rev.  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  for  the  Trans-Atlantic  Churches:  — 

We  have  learned  with  satisfaction  and  pleasure,  that  our  letter 
of  the  10th  of  December  of  last  year  was  received  and  favorably 
considered  by  your  Rev.  Assembly.  We  hope,  with  your  Rever 
ences,  that  the  same  favor  will  be  shown  to  it  by  the  Rev.  Classis. 
Since  our  last  letter,  nothing  unusual  has  happened  here  in  our 
congregation  of  Long  Island,  except  what  occurred  with  the  de 
posed  reader,  of  which  the  minister  spoke  in  a  preceding  letter, 
written  in  June.  It  must  be  added  that  since  that  time  this  slan 
derous  fellow  has  broken  the  agreement  made  with  him  about  his 
scoldings,  and  has  incurred  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  sterling;  that 
our  Lieutenant-Governor  has  also  had  him  imprisoned  for  his 
overbearing  behavior.  From  this  he  was  released  after  a  few 
days  under  a  bond  of  fifty  pounds  more  for  good  behavior.  I  can 
only  report  in  my  next  what  may  take  place  hereafter  —  whether 
he  will  proceed  against  us  before  the  Judge. 

Everything  else  is  in  passable  condition.  The  number  of  mem 
bers,  the  regular  attendants  on  God's  word,  and  the  love  for  the 
minister,  are  all  of  such  a  character  that  we  have  reason  to  thank 
the  Almighty  for  his  favor.  There  are  however  also  some  im 
proprieties  among  us  as  well  as  elsewhere,  which  we  must  try 
to  correct  by  the  Word,  and  by  strict  supervision  and  example; 
for  the  Gospel  is  a  fish  net,  which  catches  both  good  and  bad. 
On  account  of  the  vacancy  at  New  York,  caused  by  the  untimely 
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death  of  Domino  van  Nieuwenhuvsen,  which  undoubtedly  your 
Reverences  have  been  already  informed  of,  our  preacher  is  bur 
dened  with  the  service  of  that  congregation,  besides  that  of  the 
others  on  Staten  Island  and  at  Hergen.  \Ve  trust  that  the  .supply 
ing  of  that  place,  (Xew  York)  will  be  so  much  taken  to  heart 
by  your  Reverences  and  by  the  Classis,  that  our  hopes  for  said 
congregation  may  be  realized  before  winter.  We  expect  t«>  re 
ceive  on  that  occasion,  what  your  Reverences  have  further  to 
reply  to  our  letters.  Meanwhile  we  heartily  thank  you  for  the 
caro  which  you  have  so  far  bestowed  upon  our  church,  and  she 
requests  that  you  will  please  to  continue  in  your  favorable  dis 
position  towards  us.  Relying  thereon  and  with  our  dutiful  re 
spects,  asking  God's  blessing  on  your  Reverences,  your  services, 
deliberations,  families,  etc.,  we  remain.  Reverend  Cientlemen, 

Your  Reverences  obliged,  obedient   and   humble 
servants,  friends  and  brothers. 

The   members    of   the   Consist.. ry    in    the 

Congregation  on  Long  Island. 
In  their  name,  and  by  their  order, 

Casparu-  van  Zuuren, 
Midwoud,  15th  of  Sept.      O.  S.   1681.  Minister  then-. 

Acts  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

10*1,  Oct.  Oth. 

Inasmuch  as  no  further  information  up  to  the  present  had 
been  received  from  Xew  Xetherland  regarding  the  vacant  church 
in  Xew  York,  the  subject  was  left  in  statu,  and  the  further  treat 
ment  again  postponed,  vii.  Xl-:  xix.  L'03. 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Commissioners  of  Schenectady  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
October  21,  1681.  To  the  Reverend  Domines  Segers  van  Son, 
Rudolph  Rulius,  etc.,  Deputati  ad  res  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Schaenhechtade,  21st  Oct.  1681. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam :  — 

The  letter  of  your  Reverences,  dated  the  2nd  of  June,  this  year 
(1681),  duly  reached  us  this  summer  and  we  thereby  learned  of 
your  pious  care  for  us,  and  your  further  advice  that  we  should 
serve  God  in  the  best  possible  manner.  We  thank  you  for  your 
care  and  above  all  for  your  advice  as  to  our  duty  in  reference  to 
the  importance  of  securing  a  minister.  We  have  always  had  a 
reader  (voorleser)  so  that  our  village  has  never  been  entirely  des 
titute  of  the  exercises  of  Christian  instruction. 

We  have  also  learned,  that  our  letters  came  to  your  hands  some 
what  late,  but  that  was  not  our  fault,  as  the  Governor-General 
detained  them  for  about  a  year. 

But  this  has  all  passed  by  now,  and  the  letters  have  been  re- 
addressed  to  your  Reverences.  We  request  further  that  this  mat 
ter  (of  securing  us  a  minister)  would  be  more  fully  discussed 
and  taken  to  heart  by  you  according  to  your  promises.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  have  given  orders  to  Mr.  Abel  de  Wolf,  a  merchant 
in  Amsterdam,  to  furnish  all  necessary  funds.  Closing  herewith, 
we  commend  your  Reverences  to  the  gracious  protection  of  God 
Almighty,  and  remain, 

Your  Reverences  Affectionate  and  willing  friends, 
The  Commissioners  of  Schaenhechtade, 
Jan  van  Eps, 
Sander  Glen, 
Reyer  Jacobse, 
By  their  order,  Ludovicus  Cobes,  Sec. 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Johannes  Weeeksteen  to  the  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct. 
27,  (X.  S.  Xov.  7),  l»isi.  TO  tjlr  K.-verend,  Pi. -us.  Very 
Learned  and  Prudent  ( ientlemen,  I).. mine  /e^erus  van  Sun, 
Domine  Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  Domine  X.  IVnkovius,  V.  IX 
M., at  Amsterdam. 

Reverend  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus:  — 

Your  special  favor  and  friendship,  shown  to  us  in  the  call  to 
the  ministerial  oificc  in  these  parts,  has  put  us  under  such  obliga 
tion  to  you,  that  only  the  grossest  ingratitude  could  make  us 
neglect  the  first  opportunity,  to  inform  you  of  our  arrival,  and 
in  very  good  health.  We  were  received  here  in  such  a  manner  that 
nothing  at  all  was  wanting.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  most  re 
markable  friendship  which  is  shown  to  us  daily  by  our  Ixdoved 
congregation.  We  find  ourselves  in  a  country,  where  everybody 
but  the  utterly  discontented,  can  obtain  his  every  desire  —  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  Here,  everything  that  can  be  wished 
for  in  the  Fatherland,  can  bo  obtained.  We  shall  always  consider 
ourselves  obliged  to  you  for  your  favor,  and  will  prove  our  grati 
tude  by  effectual  acknowledgements.  We  commend  your  Rever 
ences  and  your  services  to  Almighty  God.  May  he  long  keep  you 
in  health  unto  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  with 
all  its  blessings.  I  remain, 

Pious,  Prudent  and  Wise  Gentlemen,  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus, 
Your  obliged  brother, 

Johannes  Weecksteen, 

Keel,  at  the  Ksopun. 

In  America, 

Kingston,  in  the  Ksopus 
Anno  1681,  27  October,  O.  S. 

7  Xo  vein  her,  X.  S. 
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Rev.  Caspar  van  Zuuren  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  30 
(O.  S.)  1681.  To  the  Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned,  Pru 
dent  and  Wise  Gentlemen  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  at  the 
hands  of  Rev.  Domine  Zegerus  van  Zon,  Chairman  of  the  Depu 
ties  for  Maritime  Affairs,  and  Faithful  Servant  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  his  conreation  at  Amsterdam. 


From  ^Tew  ^etherland  by  skipper  Jacob 
Mauritz  of  the  Ship  "  Bever  ",  which 
may  God  safely  guide. 

Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned,  Prudent  Gentlemen  and  Fathers 
in  Jesus  Christ  :  — 

Although  I  have  already  informed  your  Reverences  of  the  con 
dition  of  our  churches  in  this  province,  by  my  former  letters  of 
June  (25,  1681)  and  September  (15),  yet  I  cannot  let  the  present 
opportunity  pass.  This  is  partly  because  the  voyages  of  ships 
are  uncertain,  and  it  is,  therefore,  advisable  to  write  the  same 
things  twice;  and  partly,  because  I  want  further  to  explain  some 
special  points,  touched  on  before.  They  relate  mainly  to  what  has 
happened  to  me  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  school 
master  at  Midwoud.  He  denied  some  things  and  perverted  others. 
He  also  sought  his  own  advantage  in  the  ignorance  of  our  elders 
at  Midwoud.  He  picked  up  a  quarrel  with  them  and  summoned 
us  all  before  the  civil  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Knowing  the  importance  of  the  case  as  well  as  the  character  of 
this  fellow,  I  quickly  called  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory  of  our 
villages,  and  laid  this  case  before  them,  and  left  it  in  their  hands. 
They  first  took  testimony  concerning  his  removal.  They  then 
deputed  three  men,  of  whom  two  were  of  their  own  number,  to 
appear  before  the  Court  and  to  defend  our  side  of  the  case,  which 
had  now  become  of  general  concern.  They  also  resolved  to  re 
quest  some  of  the  XewT  York  Consistory  to  come  over  and  assist 
us.  The  day  of  the  sessions  having  arrived,  and  the  parties  ap 
pearing,  some  of  our  people  fearing  the  partisanship  of  the  judges, 
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advised  arbitration.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  settlement  was 
referred  to  the  judgment  of  some  prominent  New  Yorkers,  who 
had  come  to  defend  our  ease.  A  settlement  was  arranged  for.  by 
a  bond  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  (from  the  schoolmaster ).  The 
terms  of  the  decision  wero  chiefly,  that  tin-  >ch<M,lmaster's  re 
moval  was  justifiable.  Some  expressions,  however,  with  some 
points  of  the  decision,  at  first  astonished  me.  I  could  not  admit, 
that  private  members  of  another  congregation  had  the  right  either 
to  close  our  mouths  or  bind  our  hands,  in  censuring  unnilv  mem 
bers  of  our  congregation.  Hut  soon  after  I  learned  from  them, 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  interfere  in  these  matters. 

Finally  my  amazement  was  superseded  by  something  new. 
This  was  that  the  late  schoolmaster  had  again,  on  a  certain  occa 
sion,  begun  his  usual  scoldings  and  behaved  worse  than  ever. 
He  now  attacked  certain  other  decent  people,  indeed  all  who  had 
taken  my  part,  calling  them  rogues.  Certifications  of  these  facts 
were  procured,  and  occurrences  were  then  reported  tir.-t  to  the 
arbitrator?,  and  by  them  t<>  the  Deputv  (Jovernor.  Thev  all  de 
cided  that  he  had  broken  the  bond  and  forfeited  the  above  line. 
He  was  summoned  before  the  Governor,  when,  however,  he  was 
obstinate,  denied  everything,  gave  the  lie,  etc.,  in  our  presence. 
He  was  accordingly  sent  to  prison.  Here  he  remained  about  ci.irht 
days,  when  a  certain  man  from  our  villages,  but  not  of  our  re 
ligion,  became  security  for  his  good  behavior  and  appearance  In- 
fore  the  Court,  when  wanted,  to  give  reasons  for  all  his  scurrilous 
speeches,  etc.  I  believe  this  last  bond  too,  was  under  a  penalty  of 
fifty  pounds,  as  I  reported  in  my  former  letters.  I  have  my 
fears  as  to  how  it  will  go  on  the  day  of  trial,  which  is  to  be  in  the 
middle  of  December  next.  The  case  is  not  in  danger  so  long  HH 
the  proceedings  are  conducted  lawfully,  and  sufficient  zeal  <»n  our 
part  is  shown.  But  the  judges  are  quite  antagonistic  to  us;  and 
the  people  who  are  of  no  religion,  or  of  another  religion,  are  to 
pass  sentence  upon  ministerial  censures,  pronounced  by  us  on 
one  who  is  subject  to  us.  Will  the  liberty  of  our  church  remain? 
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I  can  well  understand,  that  the  case  itself,  which  has  no  connection 
with  English  law,  cannot  serve,  (be  executed)  before  the  forfeited 
sum  has  been  paid  by  the  transgressor.  But  the  man  accuses  me 
of  the  rupture;  because  I  have  not  allowed  him  to  come  to  com 
munion;  and  because  I  have  submitted  the  stipulated  peace  to 
arbitrators  and  not  maintained  (my  official  position  ?)  That  is 
his  argument.  He  takes  that  to  refer  to  the  clerical  peace,  as 
stated  above.  It  all  depends  on  the  interpretation  of  the  judges. 
Three  out  of  five  of  these  he  has  on  his  side.  It  is  his  intention 
and  his  boast,  that  he  will  make  me  appear  in  person,  to  answer 
his  accusations.  Many  people  of  our  own  and  other  villages  se 
cretly  support  him,  while  they  show  a  friendly  face  to  me.  The 
majority  are  faint  hearted  as  to  exhibiting  any  zeal  for  maintain 
ing  their  own  liberty.  It  is  especially  dangerous  for  a  pious  man, 
who  seeks  to  keep  good  his  conscience,  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
a  rogue,  who  has  no  conscience;  with  one  who  endeavors  to  injure 
another,  any  kind  of  lying  tales  being  used  in  his  defence.  It  is 
far  easier  to  stain  another's  reputation,  than  to  wipe  away  the 
stain,  without  leaving  some  trace  of  it. 

Wherever  I  perform  divine  service,  and  during  the  vacancy  I 
take  charge  also  at  New  York,  I  am  fairly  well  received,  and 
acceptable  to  the  people.  As  long  as  the  Gospel  goes  along  har 
moniously  with  worldly  interests,  everybody  seems  to  be  a  great 
friend.  When,  however,  any  troubles,  persecutions  or  oppressions 
occur,  then  the  very  thoughts  of  the  heart  are  revealed.  This  one 
openly  takes  the  side  of  the  enemy,  while  another  wants  to  serve 
two  masters.  Very  few  remain  faithful  adherents  of  God  and 
truth,  giving  up  and  hating  what  is  contrary  thereto.  The  same 
may  be  seen  in  this  case  of  mine.  We  have  some  people  of  the 
first  kind,  (who  take  the  side  of  the  enemy),  but  they  are  very 
few.  There  are  many  of  the  second  kind  (who  try  to  serve  two 
masters)  ;  but  of  the  third  kind,  (faithful  adherents  of  God)  the 
number  is  very  small.  The  Spanish  adherents  were  once  the  ruin 
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of  the  Xetherlands.  Here  it  is  the  English  Party  (lit.  the  Angli 
cized  people)  who  destroy  our  New  Xetht-rland. 

Meanwhile  I  have  the  hurden  and  care  of  all  these  churche*  on 
my  shoulders,  until  your  Reverences  semi  a  minister  for  N.-w 
York.  \VC  all  long  very  much  for  him.  I  find  myself  therefore 
compelled,  again  to  address  your  Rev.  Body,  and  humhly  to  be 
seech  you  to  be  pleased  as  quickly  as  possible  to  provide,  a  minis 
ter  for  us,  so  that  neither  the  liberty  of  our  churches,  nor  the 
honor  of  the  service  may  suffer  injury.  I  expect  in  due  time  to 
furnish  such  testimonials  of  myself,  my  services  and  my  manner 
of  life,  as  will  please  and  satisfy  your  Rev.  Body  and  all  pious 
people.  These  will  fully  explain  tlm  cause  of  the  difficulties,  and 
the  truth  of  what  I  have;  reported  concerning  them  in  several  let 
ters.  1  repeat  my  request,  that  you  would  please  to  defend  «>ur 
interests  against  the  evilly  disposed,  either  by  writing  serious  let 
ters  to  the  Consistories  of  those  places  interested  in  the  quarrel, 
or  by  giving  counsel  where  your  Reverences  may  deem  it  proper; 
or  finally,  by  recalling  me  to  the  Fatherland  and  sending  another 
in  my  place;  for  it  seems,  that  so  long  as  turbulent  and  factious 
people  remain  here,  neither  I  myself  nor  the  church  can  have 
rest.  But  I  shall  take  care  (not)  to  prescribe  how  you  ore  to 
settle  these  matters:  I  know  that  it  becomes  me  to  receive  orders 
from  your  Reverences.  I  esteem  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of 
your  Reverences  so  highly,  that  any  suggestions  from  me  are  quite 
unnecessary.  It  is  mv  humble  request  however,  that  I  may  per 
form  my  duties  with  love  and  joy;  and  if  this  is  not  possible  here, 
as  indeed,  seems  to  be  the  case,  that  I  may  then  perform  them 
in  the  Fatherland.  I  hope  you  will  consent  to  this,  but  h<»w  it  is 
to  be  accomplished,  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion,  and  your  affec 
tion  for  us. 

I  still  remember  how  I  was  appointed  by  your  Rev.  Assembly 
to  the  service  in  this  congregation  ;  how  some  of  your  members, 
to  encourage  me  to  accept  this  call,  said  to  me,  that  I  might  try 
it  for  three  or  four  years,  and  if  it  did  not  please  me,  I  could 
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then  return  home.  Your  Reverences  will  have  learned  from  my 
letters,  repeatedly  sent,  how  I  have  liked  it  during  these  four  years 
and  a  half  which  I  have  been  here  in  the  service  of  this  congrega 
tion.  I  know  it  is  not  advisable  to  return  home  without  being 
sure  of  a  call  in  the  Fatherland,  especially  for  people  who  have 
not  much  means,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  those  who  go  to 
foreign  countries.  Yet  it  was  not  so  much  poverty,  as  the  bad 
disposition  of  certain  ones,  who  ought  rather  to  have  sought  my 
promotion,  which  drove  me  out  of  the  country.  Necessity  also 
may  become  so  strong,  that  without  being  able  to  wait  for  a  call 
from  the  Fatherland,  I  may  find  myself  obliged  to  come  home 
with  my  wife  and  two  small  children.  We  will  hope  for  better 
things,  although  I  have  reason  to  fear  the  worst. 

To  remain  is  also  not  without  danger.  If  I  should  become  dis 
abled,  or  have  to  lay  down  my  head,  I  cannot  tell  what  would 
happen.  The  first  has  not  yet  occurred  in  this  country ;  the  other 
has  indeed  occurred,  but  the  praiseworthy  example  of  other 
churches  has  not  been  followed  here.  The  widows  here  are  treated 
to  a  half  year's  salary  or  if  they  are  fortunate,  to  a  whole  year's 
salary,  as,  I  believe,  the  people  at  New  York  and  the  Esopus  have 
done ;  but  of  a  further  annuity  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  guilders  they  know  nothing  about  here.  At  the  very  least, 
things  should  be  done  here  as  in  the  Fatherland.  The  duties  here 
are  much  harder,  and  the  salary  somewhat  smaller;  we  also  have 
to  live  under  English  rule,  and  have  no  security,  in  cases  like 
the  above;  and  we  cannot  expect  improvement  except  from  the 
decision  of  those  from  whom  we  have  no  appeal,  etc.  These  and 
similar  facts  will  not  easily  induce  any  one  to  come  here,  or  to 
remain  long  after  he  has  come,  if  he  has  any  chance  to  make  a 
living  elsewhere.  I  will  not  now  refer  to  the  fact  that  here  one 
is  dependent  on  the  congregation,  and  is  paid  by  John  Everybody, 
even  by  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  church.  One  cannot  well 
express  how  much  trouble  is  caused  by  the  disinclination  of  some, 
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and  the  tardiness  of  others      IJU'   enough  ha-  1,,.,-n   <aid  ..f  SUch 
things   in   former   letters. 

I  cannot  vet  tell  how  well  satisfied  I),,minc  \Ye.-kMe.-n  i>  at  th,« 
Esopus,  not  having1  yet  received  any  letter  fn.m  him.  Tin-  com 
mittee  which  came  to  meet  him  in  New  York.  e..uld  not  at  first 
agree  to  pay  tlie  rias.-iral  expenses.  They  made  >.,me  lame  ex 
cuses,  but  were  tinally  induced  to  promise  that  said  expenses 
should  be  paid  to  the  skipper  by  subscription.  If  the  sequel  is 
not  better  than  the  beginning,  then  I)«nnine  \Yeeksteen  will  fare 
no  better  than  I  have  done.  Thorn  has  also  been  some  trouble  be 
tween  Domine  Tesschenmaker  and  his  congregation  on  the  South 
River  about  the  salary,  as  to  its  kind  and  value;  but  I  believe  the 
matter  will  be  amicably  settled  by  the  good  advice  of  the  brethren. 
I  expect  news  of  this  daily.  As  to  other  matters  in  our  churches 
here,  things  go  on  tolerably  well.  The  number  of  members  stead 
ily  increases.  We  have  (on  Long  Island)  about  three  hundred 
and  sixty;  in  Xew  York  about  five  hundred;  at  Hergen,  about 
one  hundred  and  ten;  on  Staten  Island,  about  fifty.  All  these 
at  present  are  under  my  charge.  In  Ksopus,  I  think  there  are 
about  two  hundred  ;  at  Xew  Albany  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five;  at  Schoonechtede  one  hundred;  so  that  we  have  hero  alto 
gether  about  seventeen  hundred  members,  Dutch  and  French. 
May  God  increase  them  not  only  in  numbers,  but  also  in  virtue, 
etc.  For  this  we  pray;  and  also  that  he  would  bless  your  Kev. 
Assembly,  your  persons,  deliberations,  services  and  families,  with 
his  rich  grace,  that  the  glory  and  the  kingdom  of  our  great  God 
and  Savior  may  be  increasingly  promoted. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Prudent  Gentlemen, 

Your  Reverences  humble  and  obliged  Servant  and  Brother, 

Casparus  van  Zuuren, 

Midwoud,  Minister  on    Long  Island,  etc. 

30th  of  October, 
O.  S.  1681. 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  Kingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  31, 
1681.  (Extract  in  Mints.  Syn.  North  Holland;  1652,  Art. 
11.) 

Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned,  Prudent  and  Wise  Gentlemen, 
Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ :  — 

Your  letter  of  the  2nd  of  July  1681  was  duly  received  by  us, 
and  with  it  came  also  the  minister  whom  you  had  called  here, 
Domine  Johannes  Weeksteen.  We  thank  your  Reverences  for  your 
fatherly  care  in  calling  said  minister.  We  are  very  much  pleased 
with  his  doctrine  and  life.  After  his  arrival  he  was  for  some 
time  weak  and  ill,  but  he  is  now  again  in  tolerably  good  health. 
We  pray  for  him,  and  wish  long  life  to  our  shepherd,  because 
without  a  pastor  the  sheep  may  go  astray.  We  shall  in  everything 
act  according  to  the  recommendations  of  your  Reverences,  being 
also  confident  that  our  minister  will  do  the  same.  Closing  here 
with,  we  remain  with  cordial  and  submissive  respects,  and  wishes 
for  God's  blessing  upon  your  Rev.  Assembly  and  its  delibera 
tions,  upon  your  services,  persons  and  families, 

Your  Reverences  willing,  obliged  and  humble 
friends,  servants  and  brethren  in  Christ, 

Wessel  (or  Stoffel?)  ten  Broeck, 

Jan  Elting, 

Jacop  Gertsen   (or  Nicholas  Korssen) 

W.  D.  Meyer. 
Kingstowne,  in  the 
Esopus,  the  31st  of 
October,  1681. 
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CONTRACT  BETWEEN-  THE  COMMISSI<).\EKS  or  THT-:  Di-rnr  furum 

AT     NEW      YolJK     AND      Hl-iNUY      Sl-LYNS,     AS      MlMSTMC     TlIKKK. 

10S1,   Dec.   10. 

This  day,  December  10,  l<;si,  before  nu,t  Jacob  Lansman a 

public  notary,  admitted  by  the  courts  of  II. .Hand,  residing  at 
Amsterdam,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  witness  herein  after  named 
-appeared  Messrs.  Gillis  Van  Iloornbeck  and  Cornelius  Van 
IJuyven,  on  the  one  side;  being  requested  and  empowered  by  the 
Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Keformed  Church  of  the  city  of  Xew 
York,  through  special  letters  of  February  I'Mli,  June  i",»th  and 
September  17th  10S1,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  William 
Van  Xieuwenhuysen,  their  late  minister,  to  procure  from  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  an  orthodox  teacher,  called  according  to  the 
Church-Order  of  the  United  Netherlands;  and  especially  to  ob 
tain,  the  Reverend,  pious  and  learned  Mr.  Henry  Selyns,  at  pres 
ent  preacher  at  Waverveen  and  Waveren,  in  the  Classis  of  Am 
sterdam;  who  by  his  former  faithful  service  there  (in  America) 
produced  very  deep  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  said  congre 
gation —  and  the  said  Mr.  Henry  Selyns,  on  the  other  side;  and 
these  two  parties  declared,  after  various  interviews  and  lran*ac- 
tions,  that  they  had  agreed  upon  the  following  terms,  which,  at 
the  proper  time  are  to  be  communicated  to  the  Classis  of  Amster 
dam,  to  wit : 

1.  That  the  party  of  the  second  part,  shall  receive  for  his  Sun 
day  services  in  the  Church  at   Xew  York,  a  yearly  salary  of  one 
thousand   Carolus  guilders,    Holland   money,  or  the  equivalent   of 
the  same,  in  quarterly  payments,  according  to  the  custom  of  this 
Hollandish   Province. 

2.  That  the  said  salary  shall  begin,  according  to  the  letters  of 
June  11)  and  Sept.   17,  1<»S1,  with  the  sailing  of  the  party  to  the 
second   part  from  his  place  (Costi)  ;  that   is,  with  his  dcparturo 
from  Holland. 

3.  Meanwhile  — although   the  letters  say   that   they    (the   Xew 
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York  Consistory)  paid  promptly  (the  salary  of  the  former  minis 
ter)  up  to  the  day  of  Domine  Nieuwenhuysen's  death,  which  is 
a  proof  of  their  custom  in  this  respect  —  the  party  of  the  second 
part  relies  on  the  custom  of  our  Netherlandish  Classical  churches, 
that  the  widow  of  a  minister  shall  receive  the  full  salary  of  the 
quarter  in  which  her  husband  died,  together  with  the  salary  of 
the  entire  half  year  following.  This  cannot  be  a  matter  of  doubt 
on  either  side,  since  the  purpose  is  to  call  a  minister  according 
to  the  Church-Order  of  the  Netherlandish  churches. 

4.  Provided  also,  that  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  also 
have  free  transportation  for  himself,  his  family  and  his  goods, 
without  paying  duty  on  his  books  and  household  goods,  if  such 
duty  must  be  paid ;  and  further,  shall  have  a  house  free  of  rent 
and  fire-wood,  as  these  things  should  be. 

5.  As  to  the  preaching  on  Wednesdays  in  New  York,  and  twice 
a  year  in  the  villages  of  Bergen  and  Harlem,  it  is  thought  best 
to  leave  that  matter,  since  no  compensation  is  specified,  to  be  here 
after  adjusted  by  his  Reverence  with   the  respective  Consistories 
of  the  said  city  and  villages. 

6.  And  since  the  wife  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
would,  on  his  death,  (in  the  Netherlands),  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  country,  receive  the  ordinary  widows  pension  of  one  hun 
dred  guilders  per  year,  the  party  of  the  second  part  and  his  wife 
cannot  agree  to  give  up  this  Hollandish  provision  for  widows,  un 
less  it  be  arranged  that  his  widow,  whoever  she  may  be,  shall  re 
ceive,  once  for  all,  a  payment  of  one  thousand  Carolus  guilders, 
whether  he  dies  on  the  way,  or  after  his  arrival  there  (in  America) 
—  to  be  paid  within  a  year  after  his  death. 

7.  And  inasmuch  as  the  breaking  up  here  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part  must  be  attended  with  great  damage  and  loss,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  silver  ducats   (about  $100.)   is  claimed  by 
him ;  and  to  this  the  party  of  the  first  part  agrees ;  fifty  ducats  to 
be  paid  here,  and  the  rest  is  promised  on  the  approval  of  the  Con 
sistory  ;  not  doubting  of  the  fitness  and  justice  of  all  this,  or  that 


or  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.  799 

1081 
it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Consistory  and  tin-  entire  congregation 

at  Xew  York,  because  of  their  sincere  regard  to  his  person  and 
office. 

8.  Thereupon  the  party  of  the  second  part,  being  asked  by  the 
party  of  the  first  part  by  virtue  of  their  Commission,  lias  promised 
and  does  promise,  on  the  approval  of  all  this  by  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  to  accept  the  same,  (this  call  and  contract),  accord 
ing  to  the  Church-Order  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  to  repair 
thither  (to  New  York)  by  the  first  fitting  opportunity  in  the  coin 
ing  spring.  Tie  avers  that, -putting  flesh  and  blood  aside,  he  is 
moved  by  no  other  reasons  so  much  as  by  his  love  for  the  said 
congregation  and  a  sincere  desire  for  the  extension  of  Gospel  truth 
in  those  remote  Provinces.  All  this  is  thus  concluded,  without 
artifice  or  craft,  in  the  said  city  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  presence 
of  Abrain  Van  Gargel  and  Thomas  Breda,  as  witnesses.  Quod 
attestor. 

J.  Lansman,  Notary  Public,  16S2. 

Subsequent   Approval  of  the  above  Contract  and  Articles   in 

New  York. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
Christian  Dutch  Congregation  in  the  City  of  New  York,  together 
with  the  former  Elders  of  the  same,  who  by  a  special  act  of  Feb 
ruary  21,  168O-1  (1G81)  were  empowered  to  send  for  a  minister, 
hereby  certify  and  declare  that  "We,  with  previous  consent  of  all 
the  members  whom  we  have  advertised  of  the  business,  are  en 
tirely  satisfied  with  the  above  contract  and  call,  made  by  our 
Commissioners,  the  Messrs.  Gillis  Van  Hoornbcrk  and  Cornells 
Van  Ruyven,  with  Domine  Henry  Selynt»,  and  confirmed  before 
the  Notary,  J.  Lansman,  and  certain  witnesses,  under  date  of  De 
cember  10,  1081,  at  Amsterdam,  in  Holland.  Accordingly,  we, 
the  undersigned,  for  ourselves  and  as  representatives  of  the,  con 
gregation,  praise  and  approve  the  foregoing  Contract  and  Act 
Call  with  all  the  contents,  clauses  and  points  thereof.  We  hereby 
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promise  the  esteemed  Domine  Henry  Selyns  and  his  widow,  who 
ever  she  may  be,  to  give  the  same  full  effect,  as  rightfully  bound 
thereto. 

In  testimony  thereof,  signed  in  Xew  York,  Xovember  15,  1682. 

Cornelius  Steenwyck       1  - 

Conraedt  Ten  Evck      ._ 

Stephen  van  Cortlandt  I   _,. ,  T  ,     xr       ,,  (  Former 

>•  Elders.     Joh.  \  an  Brug  ,"  ^, , 

Boele  Roelofszen  _   „     .  Elders. 

Peter  J.  Marius 

Nicholas  Bayard 

Thomas  Laurenszen 

Jacob  Leydsler     ] 
Johannes  Iverfbyl 

Jacob  de  Key  Former 

Peter  de  la  .N  ov  >  Deacons. 


Ger.  Van  Tricht  j  Deacons. 
Jan  Llerbendmck 

AI  *  ox     i         ^    Al      i^  ^an  ^eT  ^  al 

Alof  Stephens  Cortlandt  J 

Eng.  Translation,  Lib.  A.  28-31. 


"  THE  FRAME  OF  GOVERNMENT  "  or  PENNSYLVANIA. 

1682. 
Extract  as  to  Religion. 

"  That  all  persons  living  in  the  province  who  confess  and 
acknowledge  the  one  Almighty  and  Eternal  God  to  be  the  Creator, 
Upholder  and  Ruler  of  the  World,  and  that  hold  themselves 
obliged  in  conscience  to  live  peaceably  and  justly  in  civil  society, 
shall  in  no  way  be  molested  or  prejudiced  for  their  religious  per 
suasion  or  practise  in  matters  of  faith  and  worship,  nor  shall  they 
be  compelled  at  any  time  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious 
worship,  place  or  ministry  whatsoever. 
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J.   CHURCHILL'S  REPORT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS,   COXCEUMNG 
REVENUE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  YOHK,  U.NDKH  AM.HOSS'S  GOVKKX- 

MENT. 

!«*:>,  Jan. 

Finos  to  be  employed  toward  building  a  church. 
"That   several   fines   which    were    imposed   on    several    p-r<ons 
and  ought  to  come  to  his  Royal  Highness  were  directed  t..  be  em 
ployed  towards  the  building  of  a  Church,  and  that  Sir  Kdnmnd 
Andross  had  200  li   in  his  hands,  and   Mr.   Ami]]  said  he  heard 
the  Governor  owned  that  lie  had  about  2n<)  ]i  thereof  ".     Hut  the 
Governor  declared  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldern.cn  lia.l  the  benefit 
of  the  fines,  that  he  never  received  a  penny  of  them,  but  the.  town 
treasurer  received  them  from  the  Sheriff.  - --  Col.   Docs.   X.   Y    iii 
315. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTEKPAM. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.      New   York. 

H'.MJ.    Feb.    H'.th. 

Stood  within  Mr.  Cornelius  van  Kuyvcn.  He  handed  in  a  let 
ter  from  the  church  of  Xe\v  Yoi-k.  Tberein  was  enclosed  a  copy 
of  their  former  letter,  already  read  in  our  session  on  .Inl\  L'O.  l'"'sl. 
To  this  they  now  make  reference,  and  request,  that  if  the  desired 
call  had  not  yet  been  made  out  before  the  arrival  of  this  letter, 
that  such  call  should  by  all  means  be  attended  to  a-  speedily  HA 
possible.  This  was  signed  at  New  York,  June  L".»,  1»'.M,  in  the 
name  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  ('luireli  of  \,-\v 

York  by lacobes,    Klder.      And   \\ln-reas  the  people- 

of  Now  York  indicate,  in  their  said  letter,  their  inclination  to 
wards  Rev.  Ilcnricus  Selvns,  at  j»rescnt  minister  at  \Vaverveen  ; 
t'.nd  that  he  had  already  l«-t  the  inviialion  have  <o  much  etTect  iij>«»n 
him,  that  lie  had  agreed  to  take  counsel  about  it  with  (Jod.  and 
with  pood  friends;  an-!  inasmuch  as  Key.  SelyiH.  }iu*  !"••  n  fur 
ther  heard  upon  this  subject,  and  has  expressed  himself  in  such 
51 
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a  way;  the  Rev.  Assembly  has  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  look 
about  for  another  minister  for  the  said  congregation.  It  is  ex 
pected  that  the  said  Rev.  Selyns,  when  the  whole  case  comes  be 
fore  the  Classis,  will  declare  himself  more  completely  in  refer 
ence  to  going  to  that  church.  This  was  announced  to  Mr.  Corne 
lius  van  Ruyven.  xxi.  216,  217. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     ]STew  Albany. 

1682,  Feb.   16th. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Magistrates  of  ^New  Albany, 
formerly  Fort  Orange  of  a  similar  nature,  dated  June  7,  1681. 
In  this  they  ask  that  there  may  be  sent  to  them  a  good,  orthodox 
pastor,  sound  in  doctrine,  pious  of  life,  to  take  charge  of  the  work 
there,  in  connection  with  Rev.  Gideon  Schaats.  He  on  account  of 
his  age,  which  is  now  seventy  three  years,  is  feeble,  and  unable 
to  carry  longer  the  burden  of  that  congregation.  He  is  called 
on  a  certain  salary,  together  with  a  free  dwelling.  They  would 
like  to  have  an  understanding  with  the  minister  who  shall  come 
over  to  them,  that  he  should  bind  himself  to  remain  with  them 
all  his  life. 

To  the  same  end,  serves  the  enclosed  letter  from  Rev.  Gideon 
Schaats,  minister  at  ISTew  Albany.  It  is  of  the  same  contents  as 
that  of  the  Magistrates.  It  makes  mention  also  of  the  period  for 
which  the  church  desires  to  have  a  minister,  namely,  not  for  a  few 
years,  as  was  wont  to  occur  heretofore,  but  for  his  whole  life. 
They  then  also  promised  that  the  salary  shall  continue  during  his 
whole  life.  This  letter  was  dated  June  9,  1681.  xxi.  237,  238. 

Acts  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Petrus  Vas. 

1682,  March  16th. 

Rev.  Petrus  (Vas,)  van  Gent,  candidate  of  S.  Theology,  of 
whom  (mention  was  made)  in  the  Acta  of  Oct.  6th,  1681,  repeated 
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his  previous  request  to  be  received  as  an  expectant  of  the  Hov. 
Classis,  (but  not  for  the  churches  of  other  lands).  This  was 
granted  him  after  he  had  given  pr.n.fs  of  his  gifts  with  reasonable 
satisfaction;  and  he  signed  the  usual  formulae  of  Concord,  vii. 
313. 

(See,  another  Poter  Vas,  of  Esopus.  They  can  hardly  be  the 
eaine  individual.) 

Rev.    Selyns   to  New  York. 

1682,  March  10th. 

Whereas  the  case  of  the  church  in  New  York,  of  which  men 
tion  was  made  in  the  Acta  of  July  2 1st,  and  Sept.  1st,  Itisl.  in 
now  judged  to  be  in  a  shape  to  be  thoroughly  considered,  and  t«i 
be  brought  to  an  end;  therefore  the  Reverend  Domine  llenricus 
Selyns,  a  worthy  member  of  this  Assembly,  and  to  whom,  accord 
ing  to  the  desire  of  the  said  vacant  church,  their  call  ha*  been 
already  offered  through  the  Rev.  Deputies,  was  requested  to  be 
pleased  to  declare  himself  more  fully  in  regard  to  it.  This  h--  no 
longer  withheld  himself  from  doing,  having  had  sufficient  time  to 
consider  everything  maturely.  lie  accordingly  made  a  frank,  and 
not  less  pious  declaration  upon  the  subject.  This  was  listened  to 
with  profound  emotion,  and  the  Rev.  Assembly,  by  unanimous 
vote,  added  unto  (toegevocgt )  Rev.  Domine  Selyns,  at  present 
minister  at  Wnverveen,  a  church  and  congregation  at  New  York, 
and  wished  him  the  Lord's  rich  blessing  in  his  approaching  labors. 
The  Rev.  Dcputnti  are  further  authorized  to  execute,  nomine 
Classis,  what  may  belong  to  the  dismission  of  his  Reverence  from 
his  church  at  Waverveen.  vii.  ."14;  xix.  204. 
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The  Fort  Orange. 

1682,  March  16th. 

The  Rev.  Brethren  ad  res  Maritimas,  made  known  to  the  As 
sembly  that  they  had  received  a  letter  from  the  church  at  Fort 
Orange  (alias,  JvTova  Albania)  stating  that  this  church  would  like 
to  secure  a  second  minister,  in  addition  to  their  now  aged,  and 
Reverend  minister,  Rev.  Schaats,  thro  the  care  (providence)  of 
the  Rev.  Classis,  inasmuch  as  Rev.  Schaats  was  no  longer  able  to 
conduct  the  services  among  them  as  they  should  be  conducted, 
without  assistance  and  aid.  To  this  fair  and  Christian  request 
the  Assembly  gladly  acceded;  and  also,  especially,  in  order  that 
the  Christian  believers-  at  Schoonechstade  (Schenectady)  might 
also  enjoy  some  ministrations  from  that  second  minister,  until 
such  time  that  they  should  be  provided  with  a  pastor  of  their 
own.  But  no  one  offered  whose  inclinations  reached  out  thither. 
The  business  was  therefore  postponed  to  another  session,  and  the 
Deputies  ordered  to  look  about  for  a  fit  person,  vii.  314;  xix.  204. 

AN  ACT  CONCERNING  THE  COMPLETING  OR  THE  RENTING  OF  THE 
MINISTER'S  HOUSE. 

1682,   March  29. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Chris 
tian  Congregation  of  this  City  of  Xew  York,  the  undersigned, 
the  former  Elders  and  Deacons  being  present,  the  existing  resolu 
tion  was  presented  by  Domine  Selyns,  whereupon  it  was  resolved, 
that  on  the  first  opportunity,  there  should  be  made,  by  the  Elders 
on  the  one  side  and  by  the  Deacons  on  the  other,  a  contract  of 
rent  for  the  house  which  is  built,  according  to  which  the  Elders 
should  be  bound,  in  the  name  of  the  congregation  to  pay  to  the 
Deacons  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  guilders,  provided  that  the 
Deacons  retain  the  right,  according  to  the  existing  resolution,  to 
have  a  Deacons  Chamber  in  the  said  house,  and  to  use  the  same 
whenever  occasion  demands.  And  what  remains  to  be  done  in  the 
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kitchen,  m  the  cellar,  and  in  the  laying  out  of  a  bleaching  ground, 
shall  be  completed  by  the  Deacons  as  soon  as  the  state  of  their 
treasury  will  permit. 

Actum,  Xew  York,  March  29,  1682. 
Signed  by, 

Henry  Selyns,  Minister.^ 

P.  J.  Marius 

J.  Kerfbyl  [  Elders.       "^  WCSS6'S  T°n  BrOCck  '  1  ^con. 

J.  Van  Brug 

Jac.  de  Key  Jolm  KiP 

Is.  Van  Vleck  X.  Bayard 

P.  Je  la  Noy  O]d               Step,  van  Cortlandt    i 

1.  Laurenszen  L           ^             Pieter  Stoutenberg 

John  Darvall  Cor.  Ten  Eyck 

John  Harbending  Boole  Roelofszen 

According  to  the  original, 

Henry  Selyns.  Lib.  A.  40. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Selyns. 

1GS2,  March  3 1st. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  request  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Ilen- 
ricus  Selyns,  called  to  Xew  York,  from  his  church  at  Waverveen. 
For  this  are  commissioned  Rev.  Ruleus  and  Rev.  Peter  Wolprip 
To  this  Committee  are  intrusted  the  instrument  of  call,  and  th« 
regular  credentials,  xxi.  238,  239. 

REV.  SELYNS  DISMISSED  FROM  THE  CiifRcii  OF  WAVKICVKKN,  AM> 
FROM  THE  CLASSIS. 

1GS2,  April  Oth. 

Rev.  Dcputati  ad  res  Maritimas  rep'-rted  t«>  the  Ass«'iiil)lv  in 
regftrd  to  their  e<tii]iiii.--i«'ii  :it  Wnverveeii.  The  di-mi-j-ion  of 
Rev.  Tic  nricus  Selvns  from  his  church  win  effected  )iy  tliem,  for 
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which  they  were  thanked.  It  was  further  resolved  to  send  (give) 
along  with  Rev.  Selyns  (not  only)  his  dismission  from  the  Classis, 
but  a  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  in  reply  to  theirs  to 
this  Rev.  Classis. 

Waverveen. 

Gerbrand  vande  Cade,  elder,  and  Roeland  van  Doorenstruyck, 
deacon,  at  Waverveen,  requested  that  after  the  departure  of  Rev. 
Selyns,  they  might  enjoy  ministrations  in  their  church,  as  per 
custom  of  the  Rev.  Classis  with  regard  to  vacant  places.  This 
was  granted  them. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Kingston,  on  Esopus  (Creek.) 

A  letter  was  read  by  Rev.  Deput.  ad  res  Maritimas  from.  Kings 
ton  on  the  Esopus,  dated  Oct.  31st,  1681.  In  this  the  Rev.  Classis 
is  thanked  for  their  trouble  in  calling  Rev.  Weeksteen  as  minister 
of  said  place.  Whereupon  the  Deputies  aforesaid  were  ordered  to 
send  off  a  letter  in  reply,  thither,  vii.  318  ;  xix.  206. 

Rev.  Van  Zueren. 

1682,  April  6th. 

Again  there  was  read  by  the  said  Deputies  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  the  Rev.  Clasper  (Caspar)  van  Zueren,  minister  on 
Long  Island  in  New  Netherland,  dated  June  25th,  1681,  (who  had 
been)  installed  at  Midwoud.  In  this  he  complains  of  great  un 
pleasantnesses  and  troubles,  which  are  being  caused  him  by  his 
schoolmaster  and  others.  He  requested  that  Rev.  Classis  as  op 
portunity  permitted,  would  have  him  in  mind,  in  reference  to  a 
change  of  place.  This  was  accepted,  vii.  318  ;  xix.  206. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Gideon  Schaats, 
of  New  Albany,   April  6,   lGs2.     xxvii.    l.r>0. 

Rev.  Sir,  and  Colaborer  in  the  service  of  the  Lord : — 

Yours  of  June  9th,  of  last  year  (1081 ),  has  been  transmitted 
to  our  Classis,  and  delivered  to  us  in  good  order.  We  have  learned 
with  pleasure  from  both  your  letters,  and  that  of  your  Magistrates, 
your  holy  interest  in  that  Church  of  Christ,  committed  to  your 
care  and  guidance  now  for  so  many  years;  (and  that  you  desire  a 
colleague),  both  to  help  you  govern  the  church  in  your  advanced 
age,  and  who  shall  bo  able,  after  your  decease,  to  feed  and  nourish 
the  same  with  the  healthful  words  of  life,  the  heavenly  manna  of 
Christ,  to  their  further  growth  and  sanctification.  Nothing  could 
have  been  more  pleasant  for  us  than  to  fulfill  your  desire  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  thus  support  your  exhausted  powers;  hut  to  our 
hearty  sorrow,  wo  are  obliged  to  say  that  after  all  our  efforts,  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  iind  any  one  inclined,  or  capable  of  being 
induced,  to  undertake  the  journey,  and  go  to  your  help. 

AVe  shall,  however,  look  about  continually,  and  reinemlKT  your 
church,  and  send  some  one  over  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Meanwhile,  we  fervently  beseech  Him  who  gi\v.-  courage  and 
power,  and  increases  strength  to  him  who  h:is  no  might,  that  it 
may  please  Him  to  be  your  rod  and  staff  in  your  advanced  age, 
and  enable  you,  through  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  to  declare  Hid 
righteousness  in  the  congregation.  Therewith  we  commend  you 
to  God  and  the.  Word  of  His  Grace.  We  remain, 
I  lev.  Sir  and  Colaborer, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  colaborers  in  Christ, 

Rudolphus  Rulaeus,    Dep.  Clas.   p.t.    Praeses. 

Gualtherus  Bodaen,  Dep.  Clas.  p.t.  Scriba. 

Michael  DC  llertoghe.  Dep. 
Amsterdam, 
Apr.  6,  1G82. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Magistrate  of  New  Albany, 

April  6,  1682. 

Honorable,  Wise  and  Prudent  Sirs: — 

Yours  of  June  7,  1681,  came  safely  to  hand.  We  have  learned 
with  joy  therefrom  the  holy  desire  of  the  venerable  Rev.  Schaats, 
now  worn  out  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  to  see  the  sheep  com 
mitted  to  him,  transferred  to  the  care  of  another  faithful  pastor 
and  minister,  even  before  his  decease;  as  also  your  true-hearted  and 
wise  concern,  as  Foster-fathers  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

We  heartily  wish  that  we  were  able  to  fulfill  your  desire,  es 
pecially  also  because  other  churches  are  destitute  of  ministers. 
We  must  say,  however,  with  sorrow,  that  hitherto  we  have  been 
unable  to  find  or  induce  anyone  to  accept  the  work  of  the  min 
istry  among  you,  and  go  over. 

However,  we  will  not  neglect  to  think  constantly  of  your  church, 
and  will  embrace  every  opportunity  to  satisfy  your  holy  concern 
and  care  for  the  church  as  soon  as  possible.  Meanwhile,  we  pray 
the  Lord,  the  Chief  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  that  it  may  please  Him 
to  strengthen  the  aged  sire  and  servant,  Rev.  G.  Schaats,  in  his 
faculties,  and  to  multiply  his  years,  to  the  edification  and  prosper 
ity  of  your  church,  and  the  salvation  of  many.  Commending  your 
Honorable  persons  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  we  remain., 
with  our  respects, 

Honorable,  Wise  and  Prudent  Sirs, 

Your  Honors'  obedient  servants  in  Christ, 

Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  Ecc.  Amstel  et  Classis 

Deputat.  p.t.  Praeses. 

Gualtherus  Bodaen,  Ecc.  Amstel  Deputat.  Scriba. 
Michael  De  Hertoghe,  Deputat. 
Amsterdam, 
Apr.  0,  1682. 
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Acts  of  tlic  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  church  of  New  York.     April 
G,   lfJ8i>.     xxvii.    148. 

Reverend,  Godly,  Prudent  and  Very  Dear  Brethren  :— 

Yours  of  Feb.  L>:>,  1GSO-1,  together  with  a  duplicate-  of  the  same, 
we  have  received  in  good  order.  We  learn  therefrom  to  our  sor 
row,  of  the  untimely  death  of  your  worthy  pastor,  Kcv.  Wilhelmus 
Xieuwenliuysen,  on  the  17th  of  February,  after  a  protracted  sick 
ness.  We  had  indeed  wished  that  the  Lord  would  prolong  his 
days,  and  spare  him  yet  for  many  years  in  the  service  of  his  church. 
But  since  it  lias  pleased  the  Divine  .Majesty  to  order  otherwise,  we 
are  bound  to  submit  cheerfully  to  His  will. 

AVe  mark  with  satisfaction  your  /.eal  to  till  the  vacant  place 
with  another  suitable  person  as  pastor.  This  is,  indeed,  the  burden 
of  your  letter  to  us.  You  declare  your  desire  that  another  orthodox 
and  edifying  minister  may  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  ac 
cording  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Order  of  the  Tinted  Netherlands; 
and  that  this  may  be  done  with  the  advice  and  counsel  of  your 
well-known  and  1  rusted  friends,  expressed  in  addition  thereto. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  remembrance  of  Kev.  Hcnricus  Selyns,  his 
faithful  service  and  piety  of  life,  his  extraordinary  /.eal,  lovely  in 
tercourse,  as  well  as  his  pleasing  and  ready  speech,  has  left  deep 
impressions  in  the  minds  of  many  members;  therefore  it  is  your 
wish  that  ho  mav  come  over  to  you  tx>  fill  the  place  of  the  deceased. 

In  view  of  the  inclination  of  your  church  towards  Kev.    Hen- 
ricus  Selyns,  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  upon  reflection,  has 
presented  your  request  to  him,  and  sought  to  make  your  request 
palatable   with   many   reasons.      He   therefore   has    permitted 
matter  to  have  so  much  weight   with  him,   that   In-  has  pondered 
the  subject  for  some  time.      He.  has,  finally,  out  of  a  sincere  in 
terest  in  vour  church,  declared   himself  in  your  behalf. 
upon  he  received  a  call  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  pastor 
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over  the  church  of  New  York.  He  has  been  dismissed  from  his 
church  at  Waverveen.  He  has  entered  into  agreement  with  your 
commissioners  upon  the  conditions  which  you  presented. 

We  doubt  not  but  that  inasmuch  as  he  comes  over  to  you  be 
cause  of  his  peculiar  interest  in  you,  so  he  will  be  received  with 
similar  affection.  We  pray  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  to  bless  his 
labors  among  you,  and  that  through  his  efforts,  many  souls  may 
be  won  to  Christ. 

We  have  advised  him  to  undertake  the  journey  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Hence  he  does  not  wait  for  skipper  Jacob  Mauritz,  but 
goes  over  with  skipper  John  Gorter. 

In  closing,  with  our  respects,  we  commend  you,  your  services 
and  churches,  unto  the  gracious  protection  of  God.     We  remain, 
Reverend,  Godly,  Prudent,  and  Very  Dear  Brethren, 

Your  affectionate  and  obedient  Friends  and  Brethren, 
The  Deputat  i  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  Deputat.  p.t.  Praeses. 
Gualtherus  Bodaen,  Deputat.  p.t.  Scriba. 

Michael  De  Hertoghe,  Dep. 
Amsterdam, 
April  6,  1682. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  church  of  Kingstowne  in  the 
Ezopus,  in  New  Netherland,  April  6,  1C82.     xxvii.  147. 

Reverend,  Godly,  Very  Dear  and  Pleasant  Brethren  in  Christ: — 
Yours  of  October  31st  1681,  was  safely  delivered  to  us.  We  joy 
fully  learn  therefrom  of  the  safe  arrival  of  your  pastor,  Rev.  John 
Weeksteen,  and  the  pleasure  you  have  in  his  doctrine  and  life.  We 
doubt  not  but  that  he  will  always  be  found  the  same,  so  that  you 
will  ever  have  reason  for  satisfaction.  We  can  assure  you  that 
he  is  fully  satisfied,  yea,  beyond  expectation,  as  respects  the  love 
and  affection  which  he  receives  from  his  church.  We  trust  and 
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desire  that  the  mutual  satisfaction  may  continually  increase.  In 
the  meantime,  we  pray  the  great  God  that  He  may  long  spare 
your  minister  in  health,  that  He  may  enlarge  his  spirit  and  gifts, 
the  longer  he  remains  the  more,  to  the  end  that  your  church  may 
be  edified,  the  kingdom  of  Christ  extended  in  your  midst,  and 
many  souls  bo  won  to  Christ. 

We  close  with  our  respects.     We  desire  God's  blessing  to  rest 
upon  you,  your  services  and  families.     We  remain, 

Reverend,  Godly,  Prudent,  Very  Dear  and  Agreeable  Brethren, 
Your  obedient  and  affectionate  Friends  and  Brethren, 
Tin-  Drjmtati  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  Dep.  p.t.  Praesos. 
(>nalthen;s  I>cnl;u-n.  Dcp.  p.t.  Scriba. 
]\lichael  Dellertoghe,  Dep. 
Amsterdam, 
April  6,  1682. 

Departure  of  Rev.  ITeiiricus  Selyne  fur  New  York. 

1CS2,  April  7th. 

Rev.  Ilenrieus  Solyns,  called  to  the  church  of  Now  York,  and 
dismissed  both  by  his  church  and  by  the  Classis,  ap]>eared  before 
Classis.     In  taking  his  leave,  he  thanked  the  Assembly,  and  wished 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  upon  their  labors.     There 
upon  the  Assembly  also  wished  him  success  and  prosperity  on  his 
Journey,  and   all  grace,  with  an   abundant   measure  of  the  IIol 
Spirit  in  his  ministry.      Then   the  original  of  the  letter  of  call, 
in  which  he  was  invited  by  the  church  of  Xew  York  to  become  their 
regular  pastor,   together  with  the  act   of  financial 
that  church,  were  handed  to  him  for  bis  personal  use. 


812  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1669 

CAPT.  BROCKHOLLS  TO  JUSTICE  WOOD  OF  HUXTINGTOX. 

Reprimand  of  the  Clergyman  of  Huntington  for  refusing  to  Baptize  the  Children. 

New  Yorke,  April  27,  1G82. 

Yesterday  I  Received  a  Petlcon  from  Several  Inhabitants  of  your  Towne  wherein 
they  complaine  of  your  Minister  for  Refuseing  to  Baptize  their  Children,  and  thai 
their  Estates  are  Vyolently  taken  from  them  for  his  Maintenance  for  the  first  you 
Cannot  be  Ignorant  how  Possitively  the  Law  Injoynes  it,  not  to  be  refused  to  any 
Children  of  Christian  Parents  When  they  shall  be  Tendred  under  Penalty  of  Losse 
of  Preferment  the  Latter  to  be  done  with  all  Moderacon  and  Equality.  I  am 
unwilling  to  Beleeve  that  soe  greate  an  Error  as  Refusall  of  Baptisme  is  Com 
mitted  by  your  Minister  or  Vyolent  Actings  Suffered  by  you.  Therefore  Doe  not 
further  Proceed  thereupon  untill  I  Can  be  Informed  of  the  Certainty  and  Reason 
thereof  from  yourselfe  which  I  Desire  You  to  doe  by  the  First  Opportunity  Bein^ 
Desirous  that  the  Laws  be  fully  observed  and  as  farr  as  possible  to  Satisfle  th-» 
Mlndes  of  all  his  Majesties  Subjects  especially  in  a  matter  of  this  importe  shall 
not  Further  add  but  the  Tenders  of  my  Respects  and  Renmimv 

Sir, 

Your  affectionate  ffrlond. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  210. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Acts   of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Classes  of  the  Corresponding 
Synods,  May  12,  1682.     xxvii.  151. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Colaborer3 
in  Christ: — 

Since  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  through  the  procla 
mation  of  the  Gospel,  to  daily  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  king 
dom,  and  even  more  widely  among  the  heathen,  and  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  through 
the  whole  world  as  a  testimony  to  all  nations ;  and  since  in  so  great 
a  harvest,  the  laborers  daily  decrease ;  therefore  we,  as  the  Deputati 
of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  care  of  foreign  churches, 
have  decided  to  request  you  and  the  other  Classes  to  look  about 
within  their  limits,  and  ascertain  if  there  be  not  among  them  some 
godly,  learned  and  zealous  ministers  or  candidates,  lovers  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  who  may  feel  inclined  and  animated  to  win 
souls  in  foreign  parts,  by  bringing  them  to  Christ.  We  pray  that 
our  zeal  in  this  matter  may  be  seconded  by  yours,  and  that  if  there 
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1*  any,  as  above  described,  in  your  midst,  you  will  send  u.«  their    ' 
names  as  soon  as  possible,  for  whirl,  wo  will  consider  cursives  un 
der  great  obligations.     Wishinp  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon 
yourselves,  your  services,  and  the  people  of  your  several  charge., 
we  remain, 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Sir?  and  Brethren  in 
Christ, 

Your  obedient  Servants  and  Colaborers  in  Thrift, 
Thomas  Coenen,  Dep.  p.t  Praeses. 
Gualthcnis  Bodaen,  Dep.   p.t.   Scriha. 
Michael  De  Hertofrhe,  Dep. 
Done 

May  12,  1682. 

Godefrid  Dellius. 

16S2,  Juno  1st. 

Rev.  Godefridus  Dellius,  S.  S.  Min.  Candidate,  requested  to 
be  accepted  as  "  Recommended  "  by  the  Classis,  even  for  churches 
in  foreign  lands.  For  this  purpose  he  exhibited  proper  testimo 
nials,  and  preached  a  sermon  on  the  text  lleb.  1:1,  to  the  satis 
faction  of  the  Assembly.  Thereupon  his  request  was  granted,  pro 
vided  ho  sign  the  formulae  of  Concord  at  the  next  session.  From 
this  he  was  excused  at  present  by  reason  of  the  haste  of  hi* 
journey,  vii.  325;  xix.  209. 

MINISTER  AT  IIr.\Ti.\<;Tox,  LONG  ISLAND. 

New  York.  Juu.-  1.  l«f.v.v 
Bir:— 

I  have  this  day  Discoursed  Mr.  Jono**  about  Complaint!  made  of  hli  Krfti*«-lnc 
to  Haptlze  Children  and  Levying'  the  Hates  fur  him.  To  the  Flrnt  I  flndr  him 
Willing  In  Conformity  to  the  Law  to  Hnptlze  the  Children  of  all  Xtlan  Tamil*, 
butt  arn  sorry  to  heare  that  the  Loose  Lives  of  noun*  of  the  Inhabitant*  Hrarv«« 
Deserve  that  name  which  may  have  ranged  some  Stand  and  Donyall  and  I  hope 


•Rev.  Ellphnlet  Jonrs  was  born  at  Concord,  Maws..  January  11.  1<W1  — ac-f-rpfr<l 
a  rail  In  1H7H  to  Huntln^ton,  where  h«*  laboured  iintlll  June  .">.  1731.  whrn  ho  -1!- •! 
atred  ninety  years.  He  left  no  children.  He  was  a  mrin  <>f  gn-nt  purity  «i>d  uliii- 
pliclty  of  Life  and  manners  find  a  faithful  and  Hiir.-.-KMful  rr.-n<-h«-r  «»f  the  <;o«p..|. 
Thompson  LOUK  Island,  I.  •ISl.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  III.  1510;  Col.  Doc».  N.  Y.  xlr.  *06. 
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your  care  in  your  Station  will  Prvent  and  see  the  Lord's  Day  well  and  Solemnly 
Observed  by  all  and  not  spent  soe  vainly  as  I  am  informed  It  is  by  some.  That  It 
may  not  longer  be  A  Doubt  or  Dispute  Who  are  Christian  Parents.  Mr.  Jones 
hath  Proinlssed  me  to  use  his  Endeavour  to  be  as  moderate  therein  as  possible: 
To  the  last  Mr.  Jones  hath  Sattisfied  me  it  was  for  Arreares  Long  Since  Ordered 
to  be  Paid,  therefore  Doe  not  Disallow  the  Act  itt  being  butt  Reason  what  prom- 
Issed  him  should  be  Sattisfled.  But  the  Moderatest  way  to  Obteine  it  is  Certainly 
the  best.  I  wish  you  all  to  be  and  Continue  in  one  faith  and  one  minde  and  that 
you  may  bee  Soe  Bound  and  United  together  in  the  Bond  of  Peace  that  all  Jealosles 
and  Disscntions  may  be  Removed  which  will  be  to  your  owne  Comfort  and  Rejoyce- 
Ing  off. 

Your  affectionate  ffrlend, 

A.   B. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Godfridus  Dellius.     S.  S.  Minister!!  Candidatus. 

1682,  June  2nd. 

It  was  also  resolved,  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  write  for 
information  about  Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius,  S.  S.  Ministerii  Candi 
datus  in  the  Classis  of  Wyk,  who  had  presented  himself  for  ser 
vice  in  the  West  Indian  churches.  This  duty  the  Rev.  Coenen  has 
taken  upon  himself. —  xxi.  242. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Classis  of  Wyk,  concerning 
Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius,  July  2,  1682.     xxvii.   155. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Gentlemen :  — 

Rev.  Godefridus  Dellius,  S.  S.  Theol.  Candidatus  under  your 
Rev.  Classis,  has  informed  us  that  he  is  inclined  to  serve  the 
West  Indian  churches,  and  help  to  advance  Christ's  kingdom 
there.  We  desire  more  circumstantial  knowledge  in  regard  to 
him,  his  studies,  and  walk,  than  we  have  yet  been  able  to  obtain. 
Therefore  we  have  decided  to  address  ourselves  to  your  Rever 
ences,  not  doubting  but  that  we  shall  thus  obtain  the  best  and 
most  trustworthy  account.  We  pray  then,  that  it  may  please  your 
Reverences  on  receipt  of  this,  to  acquaint  us  with  the  standing 
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of  the  said  Rev.  Dellius,  in  your  Classis.      Depending  on  this, 
we  remain,  with  the  offer  of  our  services, 
Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Sirs, 

Your  Revs',  obedient  servants  and  eolaborers  in  Christ, 
The  Deputati  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Thomas  Cocnen,   Dep.  p.t.   Praesea. 

G.  Bodaen,  Dep.  p.t.  Scriba. 
In  Amsterdam, 

July  2,  1682. 

RESOLUTION  OF  A  TOWN  MEETING  ON  STATKN  ISLAND  ABOUT  THE 
PAY  OF  THEIR  MINISTER. 

Att  a  Towne  meeting  held  the  19th  Day  of  June  l»i>«2  Hy  order  of  Richard  Htlll- 
•well  Esq.  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Pence. 

Helng  put  to  the  vote  whether  the  Inhabitants  would  freely  Consent  that  a  Towne 
Hate  ehonld  be  forthwith  made  In  order  to  ye  Satisfaction  and  payment  of  Mr. 
Morgan  Jones  who  by  the  Choice  and  nt  ye  desire  of  ye  Inhabitants  aforesaid  ha* 
Exercised  the  function  of  a  Minister  In  this  Island  this  yeare  la  t  paat.  It  waa 
curryed  in  the  affirmative  for  which  there  were  thirty  eight  vo  ••  and  for  the 
Negative  but  thirty  one,  Whereupon  Orders  that  ye  Com'rn.  form  rly  cho»«-u  aud 
appointed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Island  for  that  purpose  doe  nnse  •  lute  to 
be  made  whereby  a  Sufficient  Sumrne  of  money  may  be  raised  fo  the  Imim-dlate 
Satisfaction  of  ye  said  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  according  to  agreement  and  that  tb<-y 
take  some  speedy  Course  that  ye  same  may  be  collected.  Ordered  that  thin  be  pr«« 
sented  to  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

IVr  Fra.   Williamson  Cler.  Cur. 
Copla  Ver«.  —Col.  D.M-B.  N.  Y.  iin.  KM.  r*',7. 


ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Dellius. 

1G82,  Juno  29th. 

Rev.    Dellius,    S.    8.    Min.    CandidatiH,    acrrptt-d    MS 
mended"  at  the  last  Classis,  but  who  did  not.  siim  the  formulae 
<»f  Concord,  has  not  as  yet  appeared,     vii.  .'52S;  xix. 

Rev.  Delliurf  Called  to  New  Albany. 

1082,  July  20th. 

Kev.  Dellius  ajrain  appeared  beforn  th«-  A.^rmbly.  Cinakinp) 
r "quest  to  be  advanced  to  the  ministry  of  tin-  churches  in  f 
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lands,  and  especially  to  that  of  New  Albany.  He  now  signed  the 
usual  formulae  as  Candidate,  (proponent).  Thereupon  the  As 
sembly  made  a  nomination  of  two  persons  from  whom  to  choose 
a  minister  for  New  Albany,  viz.,  Rev.  Godefrid.  Dellius  and 
Rev.  Petrus  van  Gent.  The  Rev.  Dellius  was  unanimously 
chosen.  He  immediately  preached  a  sermon  on  the  words  of 
Jer.  17:9,  (The  heart  is  deceitful,  etc.)  to  the  good  satisfaction  of 
the  Assembly.  He  was  then  further  examined  in  the  principal 
articles  of  the  Christian  Religion  by  Rev.  Michael  de  Hertoghe, 
wherein  he  likewise  gave  good  satisfaction.  He  was  ordained  by 
the  Rev.  Examiner  aforesaid  to  the  Sacred  Ministry,  with  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  and  with  the  wish  for  the  Lord's  rich  blessing. 
At  the  same  time  he  signed  the  usual  formulae  for  ministers,  vii. 
330;  xix.  210. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Magistrates  of  New  Albany, 
July  23,  1682.     xxvii.  156. 

Honorable,  Wise  and  Prudent  Gentlemen :  — 

Our  last  to  you  was  of  the  6th  of  April  of  this  year,  (1682). 
We  trust  that  it  has  been  delivered  to  you,  by  Rev.  Selyns,  before 
the  receipt  of  this.  At  that  time  we  were  yet  unable  to  gratify 
your  desire  to  send  your  church  a  faithful  minister  to  aid  Rev. 
Schaats,  and  after  his  decease,  to  take  the  charge  of  that  church, 
as  the  regular  appointed  minister  in  all  parts  of  the  service.  We 
have,  however,  at  length  become  acquainted  with  Rev.  Godefridus 
.  Dellius,  who  has  accepted  this  ministry  according  to  the  Order  of 
our  churches,  and  who  will  deliver  this  epistle  to  you.  We  doubt 
not  but  that  he  will  fulfill  your  desire,  as  well  as  that  of  your 
church.  Our  prayer  is,  that  through  your  assistance  and  favor, 
he  may  perform  the  service  of  the  Lord  with  joy,  in  the  church 
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committed  to  him.     Herewith  commending  yon  to  God  and  t,.  tho 
Word  of  his  Grace,  wo  remain, 

Honorable,  Wise  and  Prudent  Sirs, 
lour   Honors  ohedient  servants. 

The  Deputati  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rudolphua  Rulaeus,  Dep.  p.t.  Praeses. 
Gualtherua  Bodaen,  Dep.  p.t.  Scril.a. 
Amsterdam,  Michael  De  Hertoghe,  Dep. 

Julv  23,  1C82. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to  the  church  of   Xew  Albany.  July 

2.°,,  ir.so.    xxvii.  ir.r,. 

Reverend  and  Godly  Co-brethren  in  Christ. —  Tin-  Consistory  of 
the  church  at  Xew  Albany;  — 

We  have  at  the  desire  of  your  Magistrates,  of  Rev.  Sehaats, 
and  indeed  of  all  of  you,  been  looking  about  continually,  since  our 
last,  (dated  April  Gth),  for  a  suitable  person,  who  shall  bo  able 
and  willing  to  supply  the  lack  of  service  in  your  church,  both 
during  the  old  age  of  Rev.  Schaats,  and  after  his  decease.  At 
length  we  became  acquainted  with  Rev.  Godefridus  Dellius,  whom 
our  Classis  has  both  called  and  ordained  f«>r  the  service  of  the 
Gospel  among  you.  We  cannot  doubt  but  that  he  will  bo  am«'iip 
you  (the  text  says  ''without  you",)  a  blessed  instrument  in  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  to  edify  your  souls,  and  win  many  to  Christ. 
We  pray  this  from  him  who  holdeth  the  seven  .-tars  in  his  right 
hand,  and  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlestick*. 
We  commend  you  and  the,  entire  church  t<»  his  protection. 
Reverend,  Godly  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

(Jualthorus  Bodaen,  Dep.  p.t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  De  Ilertoghe,  Deputat. 

April  f,,  (?)  1CS2. 
(But  July  23rd,  must 
be  the  right  date.) 

52 
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SYNOD  OF  NORTH  HOLLAND,  AT  AMSTERDAM. 

1682,  July  28,  et  seq. 
Article  11. 

At  the  reading  of  the  llth  Article  of  the  preceding  Synod,  con 
taining  the  extracts  from  the  Indian  churches,  the  delegates  from 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  again  handed  over  their  extracts  and 
letters,  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  West  India  and  other  foreign 
churches.  Those  of  Hoorn  and  Enkhuysen  had  nothing  new  to 
present. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Church  of  New  York,  dated  Feb 
ruary  27,  1681. 

They  announce  the  death  of  Rev.  William  van  Nieuwenhuysen, 
their  worthy  minister,  who  died  on  February  17,  1681. 

They  tell  of  their  distress  on  account  of  his  death.  Thereby 
their  congregation,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  members  strong, 
is  deprived  altogether  of  the  stated  ministry  of  the  Word  and 
of  the  Sacraments;  and  that  they  are  without  any  likelihood  of 
being  able  to  fill  his  place,  because  the  region  is  so  remote. 

Nevertheless  they  ask  the  Classis  that  another  capable  minis 
ter  may  be  sent  to  them.  They  promise  to  give  a  certain  salary 
to  the  one  called;  namely,  the  same  salary  which  the  foregoing 
ministers  have  had,  and  especially  what  the  Rev.  Nieuwenhuysen 
had.  This  is  one  thousand  guilders,  Holland  money,  or  the  equiva 
lent  thereof,  according  to  a  certain  agreement,  a  copy  whereof  is 
sent  along  with  this  letter ;  also  free  fire  wood,  and  a  suitable 
dwelling;  and  also  some  additional  compensation  for  week-day 
services. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  Selyns,  by  reason  of  his  many  good 
qualities,  had  left  deep  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  many  in 
the  congregation,  which  still  remain,  they  request  him  to  decide 
to  come  over  to  them,  and  to  assume  the  sacred  office  among  them, 
and  to  fill  this  vacant  place. 
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This  was  signed  by  the  Elders  ami  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
Christian  Church  in  Now  York: 

Peter  Jacobsen  Marius. 

Conrad  ten  Kvck. 

Peter  Stoutonberg. 

John  van  Brug,  geasaumeerde  ex-elder. 

Olof  Stevenson  (Van  Cortlandt?) 

Nicholas  Bayard. 

Gerrit  van  Fricht. 

Peter  Bayard. 

Jacob  Teunissen  Ray. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Caspar  van  Zuuren,  minister  on 

Long  Island,  in  America,  dated  at  Midwout,  June  2~t%  1CS1. 

He  gives  a  circumstantial  recital  of  a  certain  dispute  which 
arose  before  his  arrival,  but  which  has  continued  till  this  time, 
between  the  widow  of  his  predecessor  (Polhemus,)  and  one  of  her 
neighbors,  aboiit  the  boundaries  of  certain  lands. 

On  account  of  this,  and  inasmuch  as  for  these  reasons  the  said 
widow  had  kept  herself  away  from  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
he  had  expressed  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  placed  her  in 
the  wrong.  But  this  had  aroused  a  great  unpleasantness  between 
him  and  the  said  widow,  which  he,  on  account  of  the  evil  report 
which  his  elders  had  made  of  the  said  widow,  (had  attempted  to 
settle?) 

On  account  of  this  difference  between  him  and  the  widow,  he 
was  very  badly  treated  by  the  school-master  and  his  oldest  son, 
and  was  complained  of  before  everybody,  both  hr-fore  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  the  Consistory  of  New  York.  But  in  reference 
to  this  question,  silence  was  imposed  both  by  the  Consi?tory 
New  York  and  of  Long  Island. 

But  thereupon   there   immediately   arose  another  question   \ 
tween  himself  and  the  school-master  aforementioned,  and  thnt  be 
cause  he  thought  that  the  letter's  eldest   p<m,   who   already 


820  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

81 

tinder  censure  for  his  offensive  life,  ought  to  be  further  disciplined, 

because  of  the  evil  treatment  which  he  (Van  Zuuren)  had  re 
ceived  from  him. 

This  question  ran  so  high,  that  magistrates  and  Consistory,  who 
had  licensed  the  school-master,  (now  discharged  him)  both  on 
account  of  these  disturbances  and  of  his  disobedience. 

Thereupon  did  he  (Van  Zuuren)  address  himself  to  the  Con 
sistories  of  the  Dutch  villages,  who  ratified  the  sentence  against 
the  school-master,  and  pronounced  him  (Van  Zuuren)  clear  of  all 
slander,  and  commissioned  him  to  carry  this  affair,  with  some 
from  ISTew  York,  before  the  judges.  They  finally  brought  matters 
so  far,  that  it  was  decided  that  the  school-master  must  remain 
deposed;  be  compelled  to  retract  his  slanders;  to  reestablish  him 
(Van  Zuuren)  in  his  honor.  This  was  done,  and  further  he 
promised  to  act  thus  no  more  under  the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  fifty 
pounds  sterling. 

He  indicates,  moreover,  his  dissatisfaction  or»  account  of  the 
troubles  which  he  has  had  there;  that  were  it  not  for  the  inconve 
nience  to  his  wrife,  who  is  pregnant;  the  embarrassment  of  the 
church  of  Xew  York,  where  he  preaches  every  fortnight,  and  bap 
tizes,  and  administers  the  Lord's  Supper  every  three  months;  as 
well  as  that  of  other  places  in  the  vicinity,  which  together  count 
up  one  thousand  members ;  that  if  these  things  had  not  made  him 
change  his  purpose,  he  had  intended  to  return  to  the  Fatherland 
with  the  ship  and  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

He  requests,  that  on  occasion,  we  will  remember  him,  to  secure 
for  him  a  good  place ;  and  concludes  with  a  wish  for  God's  blessing 
on  us. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Casparns  van  Zuren,  written  by 
order  of  the  Consistory  of  Xew  Albany,  dated  June  25,  1681, 
O.  S.,  at  Midwout. 

He  requests  in  the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  New  Albany,  that,  in  view  of  the  high  old  age,  and 
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weaknesses  arising  therefrom,  of  their  present  pastor,  Rev.  Gid 
eon  Schaats,  their  church  may  be  provided  with  a  second  minister, 
lie  gives  a  full  and  extensive  account  of  the  work  of  the  ministers 
in  Xew  Xetherland,  and  what  localities  each  one  in  particular 
attends  to.  Therefrom  he  shows  the  difficulties  of  their  labors. 
At  the  same  time,  lie  shows  with  what  inconveniences,  many, — 
who  are  scattered  about  in  villages  and  hamlets  throughout  the 
country  and  who  would  gladly  employ  the  means  of  grace, — 
attend  to  their  religious  want.-;  that  some  have  to  go  several  hours 
(three  mile?  an  hour)  to  have  their  children  baptized,  and  t<> 
partake  of  the  Lord's  Supi»er. 

He  requests,  accordingly,  that  the  said  church  may  be  prov 
with  a  minister  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  well  as  the  other  vacant 
places. 

He  makes  mention  also  of  the  approval  given    to  the  C4ill  about 
to  be  made,  by  tin'  Deputy  Governor;  also  that  for  the  accomplish 
ing  of  said  call,  a  considerable  sum  had  already 
arid  consigned  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Richard  Rensselaer,  .John  H'-nry 
Boel,  and  Abel  de  Wolf,  to  whom  they  refer  them. 

The  salary   is  eight    hundred  guilders   in   beavers,   that  i 
hundred  pieces  of  beaver  (skin),  four  pieces  at  e 
while  the  old  pastor  retains  his  {.resent  salary  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  beavers. 

He    recommends    their    pn-*-nt    churches    to    the    faitl 
hearty  care  of  the  Rev.   Classis,  and  concludes 
God's  blessing. 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  church  of  King 
dated  October  :J1,  IfiSl. 

Thev  make,  known  that  they   bad   duly   received  our  letter  to 
them,  together  with  their  pastor  elect,  Rev.  John  W^k: 
thank  the  Rev.  Classis  for  their  fatherly  care  as  thus  *hov 
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They  profess  to  be  peculiarly  contented  with  the  doctrine  and 
life  of  their  said  preacher,  and  wish  long  life  to  him.  They 
promise  not  to  fail  in  their  duty  with  regard  to  him ;  even  as  they 
doubt  not  that  Rev.  Weeksteen  will  not  fail  on  his  part.  They 
conclude  with  their  wish  for  a  blessing  on  us. 

Signed  by  the  Consistory  there. 

This  year  went  as  minister  to  New  Netherland:  Rev.  Henry 
Selyns,  to  New  York;  formerly  minister  at  Waverveen. 


Art.  55.     Opening  of  the  letters  from  the  Indies,  to  be  done  by 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Ad  Art.  59.  Concerning  the  opening  of  Indian  letters  and 
business  to  be  done  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  behalf  of  thia 
Synod,  this  Christian  Synod  acquiesces  therein;  and  thus  the 
brethren  from  Amsterdam  have  promised  to  do. 

Art.  56.     Presidium  among  the  Deputies  of  the  Synods  of  North 
and  South  Holland. 

Ad  Art.  60.  Concerning  the  Presidium  and  further  manage 
ment,  in  the  combined  college  of  the  Deputies  of  the  respective 
Synods  of  South  and  North  Holland :  Inasmuch  as  it  has  been 
learned  from  the  report  of  the  Deputies  of  this  Synod,  that  they 
had  received  more  satisfaction ;  and  that  the  brethren  correspond 
ents  from  the  South  Holland  Synod,  now  present,  likewise  have 
promised  to  give  all  satisfaction  in  the  future.  Therefore  this 
Christian  Synod  takes  pleasure  therein,  and  has  resolved  to  soften 
the  word  usurp  in  the  Acta  of  the  preceding  Synod,  as  employed 
by  the  Clerk. 
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Art.   GO.     Ministerial  Changes. 
In  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Left:     Rev.   Henry   Selyns,   of  YVaverveen,   for   X«-\v   York   in 
America. 


Tn   the  Classis   of   I  loom. 
Died:     Rev.  Rolandus  de  Carpentier  of  Scharwoud. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  froin  America. 

The  Church  of  New  Castle  (South  River)  to  the  Cla.«si.s  of 
Amsterdam,  September  i;."»,   1082. 

Reverend  and  Pious  Fathers  in  Christ:- 

After  the  death  of  Doiiiine  Weiius,  \vlio  was  sent  horo  by  your 
Reverences  about  twenty  live  years  ago,  we  were  without  a  teacher 
of  the  Holy  Gospel  of  the  Reformed  Christian  Church,  for  nearly 
twenty  three  years,  until  Domine  IVtrus  Tcsschenraaker,  then 
only  a  licentiate,  came  to  us  four  vears  apt.  and  was,  advanced  to 
the  ministry  l>y  the  Rev.  Classis  at  New  York,  upon  our  urgent 
request,  and  with  the  consent  of  our  Governor  there.  He  k»ft 
us  without  lawful  reason,  and  has  accepted,  as  we  are  told  another 
call  made  by  the  people  of  Bergen,  in  Kast  New  .Jersey. 

"Wo  have  learned  that  Pomine  Jacobus  ('  »elm:in,  former  minis 
ter  at  Sluys,  in  Flanders,  now  without  a  place,  i-  »n  your  c«w*t ; 
and  inasmuch  as  we  are  sufficiently  assured  «.f  his  Revorcnce« 
ripe  orthodoxy,  knowledge,  aptness  to  teach,  and  p»o<l  character, 
by  trustworthy  persons;  therefore  we  earnestly  pray  mid  iniikn 
request  in  a  manner  friendly,  that  your  Reverences  will  plrnm*  to 
give  your  consent  to  our  call  of  gaid  Domine  Jacobus  Coelman, 
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and  to  send  him  by  first  opportunity  to  us,  with  your  permission 
that  he  may  become  our  pastor  and  teacher ;  and  so  remain. 

We  live  here  among  many  Lutherans,  whose  teachers  preach 
in  a  very  unedifying  manner ;  and  among  a  still  greater  number 
of  Quakers  who  are  given  to  errors.  Apparently  they  will  not 
cease  their  efforts  to  draw  into  their  fold  the  fickle  ones.  There 
fore  preaching  and  catechizing  in  the  clean,  upright,  true  Re 
formed  religion  is  very  necessary  here,  especially  as  a  great  many 
unreliable,  dissolute  people  move  in  here  among  us.  We  know, 
that  said  Domine  Jacobus  Coelman  usually  does  not  observe  the 
printed  forms  of  prayers  or  holydays ;  but  we  will  not  grow  angry 
about  that  while  we  know  that  he  is  sound  in  doctrine  and  of  a 
good  life.  We  hope,  the  Lord  will  dispose  your  hearts,  so  that 
your  Reverences  will  please  to  consider  our  miserable  spiritual 
state  and  condition,  and  that  you  will  not  fail  to  send  Domine 
Jacobus  Coelman  to  us ;  especially,  since  the  majority  of  our  con 
gregation,  comprising  about  one  hundred  fathers  of  families,  have 
subscribed  for  a  yearly  salary  for  said  Domine  Jacobus  Coelman 
and  have  firmly  pledged  certain  of  their  lots  to  him. 

We  shall  therefore  rely  upon  the  fatherly  Christian  love  of  your 
Reverences  and  earnestly  await  the  arrival  of  his  Reverence.  We 
also  beseech  the  Almighty  for  yourselves,  and  the  growth  of  your 
congregations  in  faith,  peace  and  love,  in  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
We  remain, 

Reverend,  Pious  Fathers 

Your  very  humble  servants,  friends  and  brothers, 

Jean  Paul  Jacquet,  Elder 
Joan  Moll,  Elder 

Engel    ,  Deacon. 

At  New  Castle,  Jan  Bisch,  Deacon, 

on  the  Delaware, 
the  25th  of  Sept. 
Anno  Domini  1682. 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

Kev.    Gideon  Schaats  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  September 
i'5,    10M>.      xxi.    25i>.      Extract   in    Mints.    Syn.    X.    Holland, 

1683,  Art.  11. 

The  Peace  of  Christ. 
Reverendi  Domini  Fratri:  — 

Inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  Krethren  with  the  Gentlemen  hen-  of 
Albany,  have  been  pleased  t<»  write,  expressing  their  anxietv  to 
provide  me  with  a  colleague;  and  efforts  to  this  end  have  already 
been  begun  and  will  be  continued;  therefore  I  am  in  dutv  bound, 
and  cannot  neglect  to  express  my  cordial  thanks  therefor.  I  al«n 
wish,  that  the  good  God  may  still  spare  me  in  mv  great  age,  to 
build  up  his  church  and  congregation.  The  same  wish  I  have  also 
for  your  Reverences.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  de  Wolf  and 
Rykert  van  Rensselaer,  since  we  received  vours,  saving,  that  one 
of  my  countrymen  openly  declares  his  inclination,  to  come  here, 
and  that  he  is  to  bo  sent  by  the  first  opportunity,  after  he  has 
presented  himself  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  which  is  to  assemble  in  a 
short  time.  To  this  meeting,  and  to  his  confirmatory  promotion, 
may  the  good  God  give  his  blessing.  I  commend  the  Rev.  Breth 
ren  (to  God  and)  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  remaining, 

Reverend  Brethren  in  the  labor  of  the  Lord, 
Your  humble  servant, 

Gideon  Schaats, 

Xew  Albany,  Minister  at  Albany, 

this  25th  of  Sept. 

1682. 

Classis   of    Amsterdam. 

Waverveen's  Call  Approved. 

lftS2,  Oct.   T.th. 

Thys  Iluybertsen,  elder,  Roeland  van  Doorncnstruyck,  deacon, 
and  Jacob  Pietersen,  church  master,  at  Waverveen,  requested  tin* 
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approval  by  this  Classis  of  the  call  made  by  that  church,  together 
with  the  approval  of  the  lion.  Jacob  van  Hazemarpel,  Bailiif 
and  Dike-grave,  (Inspector  of  Dykes,)  of  Amstelland;  also  Dike- 
grave  of  the  Zeeburg  and  Dimerdyk ;  on  Rev.  John  Tuk*  as  their 
minister.  This  call  was  unanimously  approved  by  this  Assembly, 
with  their  wish  for  the  Lord's  rich  blessing  upon  them.  vii.  334. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Magistrates  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  Anistord.nn,  October 
12,  1(>S2.  xxi.  242.  (Extracts  in  Mints.  Syn.  X.  Holland, 
1683,  Art.  11.) 

Reverend,  Pious  and  \7ery  Learned  Gentlemen :  — 

Yours  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  (1682)  was  duly  received  by  us. 
We  were  sorry  to  learn  therefrom  that  notwithstanding  all  your 
efforts  and  pious  care  for  our  church,  you  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  persuade  anyone  to  accept  the  duties  in  our  behalf.  We  are 
under  many  obligations  to  you,  and  feel  very  grateful  for  the 
efforts  made  for  our  spiritual  good  by  your  Reverences,  and  for 
all  your  labors.  We  humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  you  to  continue 
in  your  efforts,  as  you  are  the  only  persons  to  whom  we  can  ad 
dress  ourselves.  Our  children  will  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good 
services  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  especially  if  good  results  ensue.  Our 
old  Domine  grows  in  age  and  infirmities ;  his  voice  is  also  becom 
ing  feeble,  so  that  people  sitting  far  back  cannot  well  understand 
him.  Nevertheless  our  congregation  grows,  so  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  make  a  second  gallery.  A  pious,  prudent,  orthodox  and 
eloquent  man  would  be  of  great  service  to  us.  We  have  also  no 
doubt,  since  we  have  so  good  a  reputation  in  the  Fatherland,  but 
that  our  distress  will  soon  be  removed.  From  the  last  letters 
from  Messrs.  Abel  de  Wolff  and  Richard  van  Rensselaer,  of  the 

•  He  was  the  successor  of  Rev.  Henry  Selyns  In  Waverveeu.  There  was  subse 
quently  a  family  of  the  name  of  Tuck  In  New  England,  and  a  recent  minister 
there,  near  Springfield,  of  this  very  name. 
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24th  of  May,  (1682)  it  appears  that  they  had  great  hopes  of 
speedy  success.  But  time  will  tell.  \Ve  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hand  of  God  and  the  nourishers  of  his  congregation,  whom  your 
Reverences  represent.  We  commend  you  to  the  goodness  and 
protection  of  his  only  Son  Jesus  Christ. 
With  cordial  salutations,  we  remain, 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen, 
Your  affectionate  brethren  and  servants, 
Albany,   in  The   Magistrates  of  Albany, 

America,  12th  The  Colony  of  Rensselaerswyck,  etc.. 

of  Oct.   1682.  Cornelius  van  Dyck. 

Jan  .Janszen  Blee^ker. 
By  order, 

Robert    Livingston,  Secretary. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Henry  Selyns  to  the  Chissis  «.f  Amsterdam,  Oct.  L'S.  ir.so. 
xxi.  241),  2.10.  Fxtract  in  Mints.  Syno.l  \.  Holland.  U'.M'., 
Art.  11.  There  is  also  another  abridged  translation  bv  K«»v. 
Dr.  Thos.  DC  Witt  in  Christian  Intellignu-er.  March  27,  1  *:•!*; 
and  an  extract  (a  different  translation)  in  Murphy's  Anthology, 
1K3,  04;  beginning  "  I  have  engaged  myself  to  preach"  and 
ending  with  "As  to  Papists''  etc.  "or  that  of  the  Lutherans". 

Addressed: 

—  To  be  handed  to  ihe  Rev.  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Domino 
Rudolphus  Rulaeus,  President  of  the  Deputies  <>n  Foreign  Af 
fairs,  and  Preacher  in  the  Hospital  and  the  Church  at  Amster 
dam. — 

To  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  learned  Gentlemen  and 
Brethren,  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Brethren: — 
Having  had  the  happiness  of  attending  your  Ecclesiastical  As 
semblies  for  many  years  in  succession,  and  of  frequently  listen- 
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ing  to  your  wise  and  godly  deliberations,  I  might  justly  be  ac 
cused  of  ingratitude,  if  I  did  not  send  you  my  cordial  thanks,  and 
inform  you  by  the  first  opportunity  of  my  safe  arrival.  I  had 
hoped  that  I  would  not  be  obliged  to  leave  without  bidding  you 
and  your  Rev.  Assembly  farewell,  and  commending  myself  and 
my  services  to  your  Christian  prayers ;  but  sooner  than  we  ex 
pected  we  were  forced  to  break  up  and  leave,  but  not  without  my 
being  able  to  make  the  request  of  several  of  the  brethren  to  tender 
my  excuse  to  the  whole  Classis. 

After  leaving  our  Fatherland  we  ran  in  at  Dover,  (Doeveren), 
where,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  I  preached  for  the  gratifica 
tion  of  the  Hollanders  there.  We  spent  twelve  weeks  between 
Dover  and  Xew  York.  The  voyage  was  longer  than  usual,  partly 
owing  to  calms,  or  to  little  wind,  or  to  contrary  winds ;  but  we 
experienced  not  the  slightest  storm,  nor  did  we  suffer  in  the 
least  for  want  of  food  or  drink. 

I  was  met  with  very  great  love  and  gladness  on  my  arrival 
by  my  whole  congregation.  As  soon  as  they  learned  that  I  was 
coming,  they  secured  a  house  for  me,  which  was  wTell  adapted  both 
for  domestic  uses  as  well  as  for  my  studies.  I  at  once  delivered 
your  letters  to  my  Consistory,  which  consists  of  eight  persons. 
The  other  letters  I  sent  to  their  respective  destinations.  My 
neighbor  (on  Long  Island)  Domine  Caspar  van  Zuuren  had  been 
taking  charge  of  the  service  here  with  great  zeal  and  fidelity.  He 
came  over  every  Wednesday  without  reference  to  the  weather, 
good  or  bad.  At  once  upon  my  arrival  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  him,  with  a  suitable  acknowledgment. 

I  have  engaged  myself  to  preach  three  times  every  week,  in 
winter  as  well  as  in  summer.  This  I  began  to  do  immediately 
after  my  arrival,  and  have  thus  far  continued  it.  But  as  the 
number  of  inhabitants  here,  together  with  the  people  coming  in 
from  the  vicinity,  is  too  great  for  the  size  of  our  church  building, 
they  are  contemplating  the  building  of  a  new  church,  or  else  of 
increasing  the  accommodations  in  this  one  by  a  large  gallery. 
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The  number  of  member*  has  increased  to  about  six  hundred 
in  all.  For  the  sake  of  the  children,  who  multiply  more  rapidly 
here  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  I  hold  a  catechetical  cla.'s 
on  Sunday  evenings,  and  it  is  tilled  to  overflowing.  Hordes  this, 
I  have  been  requested  to  preach  to  the  people  at  Bergen,  a  village 
lying  across  the  river,  three  times  a  year.  This  I  do  <»n  Mondav 
mornings  and  afternoons,  and  also  administer  the  Lord's  Supper. 
I  found  there  a  new  church,  and  upon  administering  the  commu 
nion,  I  found  one  hundred  and  thirty  four  member?.  At  other 
times  these  people  are  accustomed  to  come  over  here  to  service. 
The  people  of  TIarlem  also  come  down  to  this  city  to  the  commu 
nion;  but  in  order  to  ordain  their  elders  and  de:>.<-  >IH.  I  have 
promised  to  preach  there  once  a  war.  Airreeablv  :..  certain  :; 
rangements  made  on  June  l!>th  H'-Ti',  (between  the  \e\v  York 
Consistory  and  the  Harlem  Consistory),  they  nominate  a  double 
number  of  elders  and  deacons  to  our  Consistory,  out  of  which 
our  Consistory  makes  the  choice.  Kxcept  in  this  single  instance, 
there  is  no  difference  in  the  order  of  worship,  church  government, 
etc.,  between  the  church  of  the  Fatherland  and  our-  here.  This 
is  a  circumstance  of  very  great  interest,  as  well  as  the  fact  that 
both  in  the  city  and  in  the  rural  districts,  our  religious  service 
are  held  with  quietness,  and  without  anv  annoyances. 

The  English  residents  here  worship  in  our  church  building,  en 
tering  and  occupying  it  immediately  after  our  morning  service. 
They  read  their  "Common  Prayer".  They  have  no  minister, 
but  only  a  '"  reader  "  '•'  who  also  marries  people  and  baptizes  in 
private  houses,  but  does  not  publicly  preach.  There  is  here  also 
a  Lutheran  church  with  a  minister,  (Bernardus  Arensius)  who 

•  Ilev.    Mr.    Kburne    was    in    New    York    City.    1G.SJ.    ami    niitmrqurullj    r«-(»l 
Long  Island  for  nearly  twenty  years.  l«sr»  17<C..  though  hi-  |.r-.l.«My  «1M  not  Ntirtnpt 
to  carry  on  hlH  partial  Kplnropal  nervlren  nt    J'.roojJinvrn   inorr  Mian  n  few  ti 
In  the  year,   1«KT».     On   November  1M.    ITiC,.   riirnlmry   \»r..i.-  t»  tl«-   Ml»«l..n   Horirtjr 
In   England,   saylnp  that  at  the  time  Ucv.    r<-t«-r  Nu-<-ll;i   1«  ft   thr   Imtrb  <*hur.-h 
Kingston,    March    7.    17'M.    "  tln-r«-    was   on    I... UK    Ulnm!    .  Mr     K»>urn*.    • 

minister  of  the  Chun-h  of   i:nj;laii(l.   who   hn«l   f..ni.c-rly   *.«-rv<.<l  one  of  the 
In  yv   Island  of  Jniiin!<-n.   l.ut    not   i-nJoylUK   I*U   henllh   th.-rr.   ,  «tnr   to  (til* 
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lives  in  this  city  during  the  summer,  but  at  New  Albany  in  the 
winter.  Besides,  we  have  Quakers,  Jews  and  Labadists,  all  of 
whom  hold  their  own  separate  meetings.  The  Quakers  are  the 
most  numerous,  the  Jews  come  next,  and  the  Labadists  are  the 
fewest.  The  latter  generally  attend  my  morning  and  afternoon 
services  on  Sundays,  but  after  that  they  meet  by  themselves. 
About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  God's  church  suffered  considerable 
harm  from  one  Domine  Peter  Sluyter,  alias  Yosman,  who  trav 
eled  all  over  the  country,  with  another  named  Jasper  Schilder. 
They  disturbed  many  by  holding  up  the  Reformed  Church  in 
a  suspicious  light.  But  most  of  those  who  had  ceased  attending 
church  services,  upon  my  arrival  returned,  and  now  come  to  the 
Lord's  Table.  As  to  Papists,  there  are  none;  or  if  there  are 
any,  they  attend  our  services  or  that  of  the  Lutherans. 

The  church  at  Albany  is  badly  off  on  account  of  the  great  age 
of  Domine  .Schaats,  who  is  now  more  than  seventy.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  a  pious  colleague  should  be  provided  for  him.  His 
son  is  voorleser  at  Schenectady.  The  state  of  the  church  in  other 
places  is  better  owing  to  the  unwearied  labors  of  Domine  Cas- 
parus  van  Zuuren  on  Long  Island,  and  of  Domine  Johannes 
Weecksteen  at  Kingston. 

But  at  ISTew  Castle,  formerly  South  River,  the  condition  of 
God's  Church  is  pitiable  indeed.  A  great  strife  exists  there  with 
their  minister,  Domine  Peter  Tesschenmaker.  He  was  a  licentiate, 
but  was  examined  finally,  and  ordained  here.  He  has  left  that 
place  on  account  of  their  failure  to  pay  him  his  salary,  as  he  says. 
But  they  deny  this,  and  declare  that  it  was  only  because  of  his 
desire  to  get  a  better  position  in  some  of  the  vacant  churches, 

and  settled  on  Long  Island,  where  he  had  a  daughter  married  ".  Cornbury  ordered 
Rev.  Mr.  Eburne  to  proceed  to  Kingston,  New  York,  "  to  preach  and  read  divine 
service,  in  good  hopes  of  bringing  the  Dutch  to  a  conformity  ".  In  this  he  did  not 
succeed.  Dr.  Dlx  thinks  this  is  the  first  allusion  to  lay  services  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  New  York.  Such  were  afterward  instituted  by  Col.  Heathcote,  at 
Scarsdale  In  1692,  and  by  Rev.  Mr.  Vesey,  at  Sag  and  Hempstead.  Long  Island. 
1605-6.  See  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  ill.  77,  218,  584;  Dlx,  I.  54,  55,  5C.  Also  in  this  work, 
1685. 
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either  in  this  cit v,  or  Kingston,  or  Albany,  or  at  least  in  Schonev- 
tady.  But  those  plans  all  failing  he  went  off  to  Boston.  Upon 
his  return  he  again  offered  himself  and  his  services  to  his  former 
church.  So  our  Consistory  took  this  matter  to  heart,  and  Domino 
van  Zuuren  being  near  us,  we  met  several  times  U>  consider  this 
matter.  We  finally  resolved  that  it  would  bo  salutary  that  said 
Tesschenmaker  should  make  an  apology  to  his  former  church, 
now  without  a  pastor,  and  that  we  would  second  his  effort  and  his 
letter  of  Apology,  by  ourselves  writing  to  that  church  ( Xew  Cas 
tle)  in  a  friendly  but  earnest  manner.  This  was  done  on  the 
3rd  of  September  last,  (1C82),  and  signed  by  all  of  us,  but  we 
received  no  answer.  We  therefore  wrote  a  second  time  on  Sep 
tember  2 Tib.  We  did  this,  especially  because  we  had  been  in 
formed  on  good  authority  that  Domino  Jacob  Coclman,  well  known 
to  your  Rev.  Assembly,  is  said  to  have  offered  his  services  to  said 
church,  and  would  bring  with  him  about  two  hundred  and  fiftv 
of  his  members.  (Coelman  was  a  Labadist).  It  appears  that  Mr. 
de  la  Grandge,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Foiitevn,  and  wh-> 
lived  at  Amsterdam  and  was  settled  there  for  two  year.-,  had 
written  about  Coelman  (going  there),  or  to  him,  concerning 
Tesschenmaker's  departure. 

For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  keeping  God's  Church  in  this  coun 
try  in  ecclesiastical  peace,  and  preserving  it  from  many  dangers 
which  can  easily  be  imagined;  and  also  especially  becau>e  innu 
merable  ships  with  Quakers  are  arriving  at  Xew  Castle  (and 
vicinity)  ;  we  considered  it  highly  necessary,  and  resolved  to  write 
ex  ofFicio  to  this  endangered  church,  and  fraternally  to  exhort 
them  not  to  make  out  any  new  call  unless  according  to  ecclesiasti 
cal  rules;  that  they  should  act  with  great  caution,  and  should  es 
pecially  consult  with  tin*  Classis  of  Amsterdam  about  this  Coal 
man;  who  would  be  well  acquainted  with  him  personally,  and 
also  know  all  about  his  separate  conventicles.  We  assured  them 
at  the  same  time  that  he  had  seceded  from  the  General  Reformed 
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Church,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  same,  and  their  fear  lest  there 
should  be  a  public  schism ;  also  that  he  spoke  more  or  less  against 
the  Forms,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  persuade  him  to  ad 
minister  Baptism  and  the  Communion  according  to  those  Forms. 

Therefore  we  pray  that  for  the  preservation  of  God's  Church 
in  this  distant  country,  and  for  its  peace,  this  danger  may  be 
headed  off  in  time  by  your  wise  management  and  pious  zeal;  and 
that  this  church  of  ours,  as  well  as  the  one  at  New  Castle  may  be 
warned  of  the  approaching  storm  and  of  the  threatened  hurri 
cane. 

Enclosed  are  also  letters  from  Domine  Schaats  and  van  Zuuren, 
sent  to  me  to  be  transmitted  to  your  Kev.  Assembly;  also  letters 
from  my  Consistory  and  from  the  Magistrates  at  Albany.  There 
is  no  letter  from  Domine  Weecksteen.  Domine  Tesschenmaker 
who  is  here  without  doing  any  service,  does  not  desire  to  write. 
There  is  no  other  news  except  that  we  have  recently  seen  a  comet 
which  quickly  disappeared  again. 

In  closing  we  commend  your  Keverences,  your  services,  as  well 
as  the  churches  entrusted  to  your  care  to  the  Great  Shepherd  of 
the  sheep.  We  hope  to  enjoy  your  paternal  fellowship  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  also  await  your  correspondence. 

Yours  in  the  Faith  and  Service  of  Christ, 
Done  at  New  York,  Hcnricus  Selyns. 

Oct.  28,  1682,  K  S. 

P.  S.  A  letter  from  the  South  River  has  since  arrived,  dated 
8/18  of  October,  (1682).  It  thanks  us  for  our  endeavors  in  their 
behalf,  and  also  in  reference  to  Domine  Tesschenmaker,  as  well 
as  for  the  advice  about  the  call  of  Domine  Jacobus  Coalman. 
After  canvassing  the  church  they  discovered  no  desire  to  reinstate 
Domine  Tesschenmaker;  they  therefore  proceeded  to  discharge 
him.  We  immediately  wrote  the  fact  and  sent  it  over  to  him. 
Wo  were  only  mediators,  not  judges.  And  although  the  church 
of  the  South  Eiver  has  done  nothing  yet  except  to  show  that  they 
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understood  our  communication,  and  acknowledged  it,  nevertheless 
their  passion  for  some  new  kind  «.f  reformation  continually  crop* 
out.  We  take  the  general  w.dfaiv  i.f  the  whole  church  of  God  at 
that  place  to  heart,  rather  than  that  of  -single  individuals.  They 
number  only  about  iifty  members.  We  examined  the  discharge 
(to  Domine  Tesschenmaker)  and  found  it  to  be  a  penal  discharge 
(poenale  dismissie).  They  themselves  speak  of  it  as  if  it  were  a 
dc-portment  (deposition),  inasmuch  a.-  he  forsook  them  for  want 
of  payment  of  his  salary;  yet  they  admit  that  he  gave  them  no 
offence  by  any  lack  of  piety.  But  for  the  sake  of  keeping  them 
and  Domine  Tesschcnmaker  in  a  better  understanding  with  each 
other,  and  in  mutual  respect  and  honor.  I  have,  in  connection 
with  my  Consistory,  drawn  up  and  sent  to  them  (for  their  signa 
tures)  a  milder  form  of  discharge  to  him  from  that  church. 

In  the  meantime  there  seem  to  be  somo  contradictions  in  their 
last  letter.  The  whole  congregation  was  called  together  on  the 
5/15  October,  to  reinstate  Tesschenmaker.  Thev  then  wrote,  that 
an  opportunity  having  occurred,  they  had  already  made  some 
inquiries  about  Coclman.  Hut  in  a  letter  to  the  Kev.  Consistory 
they  requested  to  be  excused  from  this,  stating  that  they  had  not 
written  to  the  Classis,  not  considering  that  more  than  our  Rev. 
Consistory  belonged  to  the  body  of  our  (  'la.^is.*  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  Coelman  will  vet  be  secured,  but  under  some  other  name. 
Domine  Sluyter  was  called  (when  here)  by  the  name  of  Vnsman. 
It  is  sn- pee  ted  that  Coelman  will  come  out  under  the  name  of 
(iuillaumo  (lermonpre.  Two  ( 'oelmanists,  immediately  on  the 
sending  of  the  letter  from  New  Castle,  signed  an  obligation  to 
be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  transportation  of  one  Germonpre 
and  his  family,  now  living  at  Amsterdam.  Mr.  Mai-on,  owner  uf 
this  ship  and  a  deacon  in  the  French  church  at  Amsterdam,  ought 
to  know  whether  this  (lennonprr  is  Coelman  or  not.  His  coming 
over  ought  to  be  anticipated  and  pn-v.-nted.  Domine  Teaachcn- 

eir  lett-r.  S«-j>t.  VT-.  1»*2. 
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maker  ought  not  (?)  to  have  written  to  you,  and  troubled  your 
Reverences  with  this  (unpleasant)  business.  But  he  was  very 
depressed,  and  dipped  his  pen  in  his  tears,  and  now  requests  (some 
favor)  for  himself  in  this  distant  part  of  the  world. 

H.  Selyns. 
Nov.  1st,  1682,  O.  S. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Peter  Tesschenmaker  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct. 
30,  1682.  xxi.  251-2.  Extract  in  Mints,  of  Synod  of  North 
Holland  1683,  Art.  11. 

Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  and  Very  Prudent  Brethren  in 
Jesus  Christ,  Sirs :  — 

It  is  known  to  you  by  letter  from  Domine  Van  Nieuwenhuy- 
sen,  deceased,  that  by  reason  of  a  disaster  on  the  coast  of  Guiana, 
I  arrived  (here)  from  that  country  in  the  year  1678,  and  engaged, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  in  the  ministry  in  the  Esopus,  until 
the  arrival  of  Domine  L.  Van  Gaasbeek.  I  was  then  requested 
by  the  congregation  of  South  River  to  come  to  them,  and  follow 
ing  the  advice  of  several,  I  went  thither,  and  prosecuted  my  min 
istry  in  like  manner  there,  during  the  first  four  months  preaching 
in  Dutch  and  English.  But  a  misunderstanding  arose  between 
them,  because  the  English  did  not  contribute  enough,  and  the 
English  broke  off.  I  then  preached  the  five  following  months 
only  in  Dutch.  I  then  proceeded  to  New  York,  at  the  request 
of  the  people  of  South  River,  in  order  to  obtain  my  ordination. 
This  was  accomplished  on  October  31st,  1679,  and  has  been  made 
known  to  you.  I  again  returned  to  the  South  River,  and  since 
then  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  ministry  there.  In  the 
meantime  the  payment  of  salary  became  worse  from  year  to  year. 
They  sought  to  satisfy  me  with  the  worst  kind  of  payment,  viz. 
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tobacco.     This  I  could  depose  of  t«-  «>n<    individual,  exchanging 
it  for  goods  at  his  convenience;  <T  else  sell  it  to  others  at  a  price 
less  than  I  could  afford.     Tin*  whole  region  in  which  I  preached, 
and  where  1  was  well  known,  was  displeased   with  this  kind  of 
payment.      My  worthy  brethren  will  all  testify  that  nothing  can 
be  alleged  against  my  doctrine  <>r  life.     I  may  not  make  complaint 
how  I  have  supported  myself  with  my  own  means.      Mr.    M«  y»-r 
of   this   city,   "with   whom    I    have    lived,   off   and   on,    for    several 
months,    can    testify   to   this.      I    therefore   went    to    New    Y«  rk, 
Albany,  etc.,  to  make  my  complaint,  especially  as  last  wint« 
was  obliged  to  sojourn  with  one  of  the  deacons,  and  r-lecp  rii:hl 
under  the  roof;  because  there  was  no  parsonage.      I   did  ii"t   re 
ceive  more  than   a  half  year's  board-money   f«.r  my  -upport.  and 
was  obliged  to  collect  the  same  myself,  although  they  had   pp-m- 
ised   to   make   the   collection.      This   grievance    I    laid    before    the 
Consistory.      They   would   not   assure  me  what   my   -alary 
be,  although  Dominc  Van  Zuuren,  minister  "ii  L«ni:  Island.  wp-tc* 
a  letter  to  them  on   the  subject,  on   March   l.~>.    1»;    Ik.     Neither 
would  they  give  me  a  dismission.      So   I    felt   compelled   !••  «•••: 
hither,  and  make  my  complaints.     Some  people  of  my  church  -; 
that   I  have  taken  my  own  di-mi--i"ii.      '1  h<>-e 
and  know  me.  observe1  the  worn  "lit  condition  "t   my  d«-the-.  and 
that  I  am  destitute  and  disheartened.     What  would  m\ 
be,   had    I    a   wife  and   children?      Hut    notwithstanding  ; 
troubles,  my  mini-try  has  hem  offered  to  them  for  f"iir  hundrc. 
bushels  of  wheat,  which  is  four  hundred  guilders,  Holland  ni"iie; 
reckoning    live    to    one,    and    to    have    my    hoard    with    '. 
Aldrichs,    for    which    I    am    to    in-mid    hi- 
Brethren,   Selyns  and    Van   Xuiiren,    with 
used  every  effort  in  my  behalf,  but  in  vain.     They  -ay  th. 
and  will  not  agree  to  it.      This  is  a  .-ad  Mate  for  a  mini.- 
in.      They  have  beeome  the  more   unwillinir.  be. 
cobus    Koelman   has   written   a   letter  to   Arn«>Mu-    P.-   la  dram:' 
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offering  his  services  to  them,  which  they  have  agreed  to  accept, 
and  they  have  written  to  your  Rev.  Body  about  it.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  that  you  will  consider  my  reasons  satisfactory,  and  ap 
prove  of  them,  so  that  my  good  name  may  not  be  tarnished  by 
the  action  of  these  South  River  people.  I  am  known  in  the 
Fatherland  and  in  this  whole  country,  and  with  Solomon,  I  con 
sider  my  good  name  to  be  more  precious  than  great  riches.  I  will 
not  detain  you  with  further  details,  which  might  prove  tedious. 
I  pray  that  God  may  be  pleased  to  bless  your  deliberations  in  the 
Classis  and  in  the  churches,  as  well  as  yourselves,  your  services 
and  your  families, 

I  remain,  Reverend,  Pious,  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen, 
Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  brother, 

Petrus  Tesschenmaker. 
New  York, 
Oct.  30,  1682. 

P.  S.  I  am  going  to  Staten  Island  to  engage  in  the  ministry 
there,  during  the  winter. 

The  Church  of  Xcw  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  30, 

1682.  xxi.   251.     Extract  in  Mints.  Syn.  of  Xorth  Holland, 

1683,  Art.  11. 

Reverend,  Pious,   Very  Learned  and  Very  Prudent  Gentlemen, 

and  Dear  Brethren  in  Christ :  — 

We  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  6th  of  April  at  the  hands 
•of  Rev.  Domine  Ilenricus  Selyns,  whoy  with  his  wife,  arrived 
here  in  good  health  on  the  6th  of  August  (1682)  to  the  joy  of 
the  inhabitants.  His  Reverence  is  very  dear  to  us.  His  great 
gifts  satisfy  the  whole  congregation,  while  his  increasing  dili 
gence  edifies  the  inhabitants,  both  in  the  preaching  of  God's  Word 
and  in  catechizing.  Xor  shall  we  on  our  side  fail  to  give  his 


OF  THE  STATE  OK  NK\V   YOKK.  N'JT 

1062 

Reverence  full  satisfaction,  that  he  may  not  he  hindered  in  hi« 
excellent  zeal  for  this  congregation.  \\Y  wi-h  to  thank  v««ur 
Reverences  for  the  great  favor  and  HTVJC,-  done  u-.  \V«-  -hall 
alwav*  fed  under  great  obligations  to  you,  ami  we  prav  <J»>d.  iliat 
lie  will  please  to  assist  vou  and  to  bless  vour  councils  to  the  gb-rv 
of  his  Jloly  Name  and  the  r-alvation  «,f  many  souls. 

"\Ye  cannot  omit  to  inform  your  Reverences?  that  the  church  of 
Xew  Castle  is  not  aide  to  airree  with  their  preacher.  Domine 
Petrus  Tcsscheninaker.  They  have  Driven  him  hi^ 
have  asked  the  ministers  of  Amsterdam  to  rail  for  them  one  Ja 
cobus  Coelman,  who,  as  we  hear,  is  a  schismatic  and  holds  H-JMI- 
rate  meetings.  We  have  thought  it  nere--;iry  to  inform  you  of 
all  this,  that  his  coming  might  he  prevented,  and  a  more  suitable 
man  be  sent  over,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  church  free  from  divi 
sions,  and  to  preserve  its  unity,  to  the  hoimr  of  (Jod  and  his 
dearly  purchased  church. 

Closing  we  heartily  greet  you.  Reverend  Gentlemen,  and  com 
mend  you  and  your  families  to  (iod  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace; 
we  remain, 

Reverend.    Pious   and    Very    Prudent    (niitlemen. 

Your  obedient    servants   and    brethren    in   < 'hri- 
The  Klders  and  I )eacons  of  the 

Reformed   (  'hurch   at    New   York. 

Xew  York.  .Iac.,b  de  Key.  Jimmies  K«  rfbv 

Anno  HIM!,  La    NOV.    .Ian    Harhendincl 

the  .'50th  of  Oct.  van     Tridit,      I'iet.-r     Stoutenhurgh. 

JohaniK-  van  llruirh.  S.  van  ( Wt- 
landt.  Corndiu-  Stei-n\vyck.  Pictt-r 
Jacob-  Marius.  Ni«-h..lns  Hayard. 
Coenraedt  ten  F.yrk. 
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Rev.    Casper   Van  Zuuren  to  the   Class  is   of  Amsterdam,    Oct.  ? 
1682.      xxi.   253. 

Reverend,   Pious,   Very  Learned   and   Prudent   Gentlemen,    and 
Fathers  in  Jesus  Christ: — 

Concerning  the  condition  of  our  churches  in  New  Netherland 
I  deem  it  necessary,  to  send  these  present  lines  to  your  Reverences. 
First,  we  are  very  grateful  to  your  Rev.  Body  for  the  zeal  and 
care,  which  you  have  bestowed  upon  the  vacant  church  in  Xew 
York,  in  sending  the  Rev.  Doniine  Henricus  Selyns,  for  whom  they 
had  asked.  His  gifts  and  manner  of  life  are  praised  and  lauded 
as  before.  During  the  vacancy  I  assisted  said  congregation  to  the 
beet  of  my  ability.  At  first,  I  preached  once  a  fortnight,  from 
March  to  November  of  last  year ;  but  from  November  to  August, 
in  the  beginning  of  which  his  Reverence  arrived  among  us,  I 
preached  every  week,  and  administered  the  Holy  Sacraments  at 
the  proper  times.  For  this  I  have  been  richly  compensated  by 
them.  You  will  learn  the  rest  from  his  (Selyns)  letter. 

The  church  of  New  Albany  together  with  that  of  Schenectady 
expect  that  the  earnest  desire  of  their  souls  will  likewise  be  satis 
fied  by  your  Rev.  Body.  The  church  of  the  Esopus  is,  so  far  as 
I  know,  still  in  a  good  condition,  under  Domine  Weeksteen.  We 
wish  we  could  say  the  same  of  the  congregation  at  the  South  River. 
A  year  ago  there  arose  a  great  difference  between  that  congrega 
tion  and  Domine  Tesschenmaker  about  his  annual  salary.  I  strove 
to  effect  peace  among  them,  but  in  vain.  Yet  I  did  obtain  this 
much,  that  Domine  Tesschenmaker  went  back  there  in  October 
of  last  year,  under  his  promise  to  strive  for  union  and  peace.  The 
same  was  also  promised  by  an  elder  of  that  congregation  who  was 
then  at  New  York.  This  however  produced  no  fruit,  and  Domine 
Tesschenmaker  came  back  to  us  last  spring,  (1682).  I  cannot 
indeed  say  who  was  most  at  fault,  but  I  know  that  the  difference 
broke  out  with  such  violence  and  slander,  that  we  were  compelled 
to  defer  further  negotiations  for  peace  until  the  arrival  of  Domine 
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Henricus  Selyns.  We  thought  the  best  that  could  1)0  done  in  this 
matter  was  to  persuade  Domino  Tesschenmaker  that  he  should 
make  an  offer  of  peace  and  of  the  renewal  of  his  services  for  a 
fair  salary.  This  I  had  previously  advi,ed  him  to  do.  Whatever 
may  be  the  result,  we  hope  that  the  end  of  this  difficulty  is  near. 
It  is  most  desirable,  that  they  should  accept  his  services  as  offered. 
If,  however,  this  miscarries,  and  they  have  nothing  else  against 
him  personally,  except  what  concerns  this  difference,  then  this 
must  be  considered  as  an  honorable  discharge;  yet  this,  so  far, 
they  have  refused  to  give. 

We  have  also  heard  on  good  authority  that  through  a  prominent 
member  of  that  congregation,  one  Jacob  Coelman,  formerly  a 
minister,  has  offered  his  services  to  them  on  certain  conditions 
unknown  to  me,  and  that  he  would  bring  over  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  his  hearers  and  followers.  To  this  plan,  as  we  have 
heard,  many  of  the  people  there  are  inclined.  In  fact,  so  much  so 
is  this  the  case  that  they  are  said  to  have  sent  letters  to  the  Father 
land  for  the  call  of  said  Coelman.  We  have  written  to  the  Con 
sistory  of  Albany  (New  Castle?)  advising  against  such  a  scandalous 
project.  We  have  warned  them  not  to  desire  the  addition  of  such 
persons.  These,  on  account  of  rejecting  the  Forms  and  the 
Liturgy  of  the  church,  or  adopting  other  ill  ways,  had  proved  their 
untitness  for  service  in  the  Fatherland.  In  calling  a  teacher  we 
told  them  they  should  appeal  to  your  Rev.  P>«»dy;  indeed,  that  it 
would  be  best  for  them  to  take  back  their  old  teacher.  Domino 
Tesschenmaker,  and  bind  him  to  their  church  by  a  decent  salary. 
We  must  further  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  Reverences, 
as  we  are  in  doubt  whether  our  proposition  would  do  much  good, 
whether  it.  would  not  be  well  for  you  yours. -Ives  t«»  send  a  letter 
there  (to  South  Kiver).  that  the  call  to  ('..elmrin.  which  threatens 
evil  and  scandalous  consequences,  may  ii"t  !•«•  executed,  and  the 
unity  and  general  advancement  of  our  congregation*  may  not 
suffer  a  rupture.  Finally,  concerning  our  church  "ii  Long  Island, 
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we  are  in  the  same  condition,  as  I  reported  in  my  last  letter,  to 
which  I  refer  you.     I  hope  that  in  my  next  I  may  be  able  to  give 
a  better  report.     I  close  herewith.     With  cordial  greetings  I  com 
mend  your  Reverences,  your  families  and  your  congregations  to 
God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace.  I  remain,  Rev.  Fathers  in  Christ, 
Your  humble,  obedient  servant  and  brother, 
Casparus  \7an  Zuuren, 

Minister  on  Long  Island. 
Midwoud, 

(Oct.?  1682.) 

Godfridus  Dellius,  called  as  Minister  to  Xew  Albany. 

1682,  Nov.  llth. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius,  called  and  or 
dained  as  minister  for  New  Albany.  Therein  he  makes  known 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  sail  in  the  previous  ship,  via  England, 
from  Dover,  since  she  had  left  before  his  arrival ;  that  he  had 
left  his  goods  at  Dover,  and  of  these  he  had  not  been  able  to  get 
possession  again ;  that  it  would  be  expensive,  and  uncertain,  for 
him  to  return  by  the  same  route,  (to  Holland,)  in  order  to  go 
with  that  ship  which  would  now  sail  from  here  (Holland)  within 
a  day  or  so ;  for  she  would  run  into  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  thence 
sail  to  New  York.  He  therefore  requests  since  very  soon  a  ship 
is  expected  to  arrive  from  Xew  York,  that  he  may  sail  with  her 
when  she  shall  leave.  The  Assembly  resolved  to  reply  to  Rev. 
Dellius  seriously;  thatj  he  should  have  taken  better  care  to  be 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  labors  which  he  had  accepted  in  the  Lord ; 
and  that  he  must  now  use  every  endeavor  to  depart  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  letter  of  such  purport  was  written  to  him.  xxi.  248. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  an«l  their  Correspondence.  The  Cla«sis  of 
Amsterdam  to  K.-v.  (n.dfridus  D--llius.  Nov.  11,  Ki^.  xxvii. 
159.  Extract  in  Mints.  Syn.  North  Holland  !•>:;.  Art.  11. 

Rev.  Brother,  etc. 

Yours  of  the  2*th  ult.  style  L.  has  been  read  In-fore  u-  by  Rev. 
Rulaeus.  From  it  \ve  reluctantly  perceive  that  YOU  arc  still  trv- 
ing  to  delay  the  proposed  journey  to  Albany,  and  the  entering  UJKHI 

the  service  there,  but  that  you  arc  willing  to  pn»< 1  in  a  certain 

vessel,  whose  very  arrival  is  yet  uncertain. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  zeal  for  God's  house,  and  the  service 
of  the  church,  which  you  have  accepted  in  the  fear  of  the  I^ird, 
ought  to  have  spurred  you  up  to  make  all  possible  diligence.  And 
now  that  the  first  vessel  has  sailed  without  you,  you  should  have 
been  in  readiness,  at  any  rate,  for  the  departure  of  tho  present 
one.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  you  are  yet  under  obligation  to 
make  all  diligence  to  that  end,  and  under  no  pretext  whatever, 
to  delay  longer  from  entering  upon  the  service  which  you  have 
accepted.  He  can  expect  small  blessing  who  doe-  the  work  of  the 
Lord  tardilv.  In  the  hope,  then,  that  you  will  not  let  either  time 
or  opportunity  pass,  in  which  you  may  depart,  we  close,  com 
mending  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word  of  his  Grace. 
We  remain.  Rev.  Brother. 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 
The  Deputati  ad  res  transmarinas 

K.   Uulaeus,   p.t.    Praesc*. 

Amsterdam,  (iaulf.   Bodaen,  p.t.  Seriha. 

Xov.  11,  1GR2. 

ArTi'M  I--OR  TIN:  r>rn.in.\(,  or  A  MIMSTI.K'S  IIorsK. 

IM^L'.   X"V.    !.'•. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Kld.-rs  and  Deacons  of  the  Kcf..nned  Dutch 
Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  with  the  advice  and  coiHent  < 
the  undersigned,  former  Klders  and  Deacons,  the  n,v,  uity  of  pro- 
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viding  a  suitable  dwelling  for  the  minister  of  this  congregation, 
was  taken  into  consideration.  It  was  found  through  God's  grace 
and  blessing  that  the  Deacons'  treasury  contained  enough  funds  to 
build  a  dwelling,  as  well  for  the  minister  as  for  a  Deacons'  Cham 
ber.  Whereupon  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Deacons, 
begin  to  build  such  a  dwelling  as  soon  as  possible.  And  the  Elders, 
in  the  name  of  the  congregation,  promise  for  themselves  and  their 
successors,  to  pay  to  the  Deacons  for  such  a  house  for  the  min 
ister  a  proper  rent,  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  equitably  agreed  on. 
Actum  New  York,  Nov.  15,  1682. 

Cor.  Steenwyck    ] 

_  (   T-TI  i  Johan.  Van  J3rug       )   -bormer 

Boele  Roelofszen  V  Elders.  T      ,-..-.       c  ^, 

.  (  Peter  Jacob  Marius  j  Elders. 

JN  icnolas  .Bayard  ; 

Thos.  Laurenszen  1 

Jacob  de  Key  )   -^ 

Joh.  Kerfbyl  .  ^      m  •  ,*  L  Former 

J  }•  Deacons.  Garret  Van  Tricht  f  ^ 

Peter  de  la  Noy  T  ,      ^        „  Deacons. 

J  John  Darvall 
John  Harbending  J 

According  to  the  original, 

Henry  Selyns. 

THANKSGIVING  AND  FAST-DAY. 

1682,  Dec.  31. 

A  day  of  special   Thanksgiving,   Fasting  and   Prayer,   for   the 
Dutch  Reformed  Churches,  to  be  observed  Jan.  7,  1683. 

Honored  and  Beloved  Special  Friends  and  Associates: — 

Since  it  has  pleased  God  the  Lord  in  his  incomprehensible  favor 
and  undeserved  grace,  to  visit  this  Province,  and  especially  this 
City  of  New  York  with  abundant  blessings;  to  guard  the  same 
from  all  mischiefs  and  misfortunes  within  and  without;  and 
chiefly  —  while  many  in  other  parts  of  the  world  have  been  dis 
tressed  and  oppressed  for  their  religious  opinions  —  to  leave  us 
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iii  the  enjoyment  of  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  and  the  free 
exercise  thereof: 

The  Consistory  of  the  above  named  Church,  considering  these 
circumstances  in  tlie  fear  of  the  Lord,  feels  itself  officially  hound, 
after  communicating  with  the  authorities,  to  appoint  a  imperial  day 
of  Thanksgiving,  Fasting  and  Prayer,  to  IK-  ob-crved  right  davs 
hence,  tliat  is,  on  Sunday  , January  7,  U!S.'J :  That  on  that  day  of 
rest  in  the  new  year,  we  may  praise  God  and  glorifv  his  name  for 
his  undeserved  goodness  and  mercy  to  this  land  in  grnrral.  and 
this  city  and  church  in  particular;  that  we  humhle  ourr-elvc*  be 
fore  his  High  Majesty,  ami  with  humhle  and  hearty  prayer-  en 
treat,  that  it  may  please  his  Fatherly  goodness  to  hit-.--  hi-  K-.yal 
Majesty  of  Great  Britain.  (Charles  II),  and  the  l)uke  «.f  Y»rk. 
(James,  afterward  James  II),  and  this  whole  land,  city  and 
church,  with  all  spiritual  and  temporal  blessings;  to  keep  u-  iir 
health,  prosperity,  peace  and  love,  once  given  to  the  saint*-,  and 
to  justify  us  all  through  Christ's  blond.  who  --God  help  u- - 
are  burdened  bv  many  sins  and  heaven-high  transirres- 
in  his  long-suffering,  ward  off  the  judgments  we  deserve. 

We  therefore,  as  interested  in  your  welfare,  earnestly  entreat 
you,  our  faithful  congregation,  to  observe  the  said  day  with 
Thanksgiving,  Fasting  and  Prayer,  and  laying  aside  : 
eousness  and  levity,  to  come  in  dust  and  a>hrs  to  the  lI"U-c  of 
(Jod,  with  thankful  hearts  and  souls,  that,  together,  we  may  call 
upon  and  magnify  God's  name,  to  the  highest  welfare  «.f  our  land, 
city  and  church,  and  especially  to  the  salvation  of  ..ur  -ml-. 

Actum  New  York,  in  our  ecclesiastical  meeting,  the  1 
•December,  1682. 

In  our  name,  and  by  authority, 

Henry  Srlyns,  Minister  of  the  G..SJK-! 

Nicholas  Bayard        /  ...  . 

Cornel  is  Steenwyck  * 
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PETITION  OF  MADNAN'S  XECK  AGAIXST  REV.  MR.  HOBART  AXD  ix 
FAVOR  OF  THE  REV.  MORGAX  JONES. 

1682. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Dongan,  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New 
York 

The  humble  petition  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  Madnan's  Neck  Humbly  Sheweth  unto 
your  Excellency  that  ye  greatest  part  of  us  have  lived  upon  Madnan's  Neck  about 
twenty  yeares  and  have  lived  without  any  minister  amongst  us  and  at  ye  first 
settling  of  this  Necke  it  was  consented  to  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Hempsted  that 
Madnau's  Neck  people  should  not  pay  to  any  Minister  at  Hempsted  provided  they 
would  or  could  maintain  one  among  themselves  and  whereas  in  ye  month  of  June 
1682  we  entertained  one  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  amongst  us  to  be  our  minister  and  were 
very  well  satisfied  with  him,  But  see  it  is  May  it  please  your  Excellency  that 
Mr.  Hobart  that  is  now  Minister  of  Hempsted  did  forbid  the  said  Jones  of  living 
amongst  us,  in  manner  as  afforesaide  whereupon  he  was  forced  to  goe  away  from 
us  to  our  great  damage  and  our  children  and  whereas  your  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  order  ye  said  Mr.  Hobart  to  come  and  preach  amongst  us  once  a  month  ye 
which  he  hath  not  performed  on  ye  Sabboth  Day  the  most  convenient  times  for 
ye  worship  of  God  but  he  hath  bin  here  three  times  on  the  week  dayes  which  is 
very  inconvenient  for  your  petitioners:  for  in  ye  week  days  we  must  labour  to 
Maintaine  ourselves  and  our  families  notwithstanding  the  said  Mr.  Hobart  Demands 
Salary  for  foure  years  of  us  without  any  benefitt  that  we  have  received  by  his 
ministry  and  his  Collectors  doth  threaten  to  disstrain  upon  us  for  his  pay  and  will 
we  humbly  conceive  unles  it  bee  prevented  by  your  Excellency's  gracious  relieve. 
Now  may  it«  please  your  Excellency  we  doe  not  only  want  a  minister  to  instruct 
ourselves  but  alsoe  one  that  will  instruckt  our  children  for  other  wise  we  cannot 
expect  but  that  Atheism  or  Irreligion  will  grow  up  amongst  us  for  we  have  neare 
three  score  children  upon  Maduan's  Neck  afforesaide,  and  we  have  motioned  it  to 
ye  saide  Morgan  Jones  to  come  againe  to  live  amongst  us  and  find  him  willing  to 
live  amongst  us  again.  If  your  Excellency  think  it  meet  your  petitioners  therefore 
humbly  crave  your  Excellency  to  take  ye  premisses  into  your  serious  consideration 
and  to  release  us  from  paying  to  ye  minister  at  Hempsted  from  whorne  we  can 
receive  noe  beuefitt,  because  we  live  soe  farr  remote  from  Hempsted  and  to  grant 
ye  saide  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  Induction  into  Madnan's  Neck  afforesaide  if  your  Excel 
lency  shall  think  it  meet  and  convenient  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
shall  ever  pray,  etc. 

Edward  Here  Constable  in  the  behalfe  of  the  inhab 
itants  of  Madnan's  Neck  within  named. 
Endorsed. 

Petn.   Inhabitants  Madnan's  Neck.—  Doc.  Hist.   N.  Y.  iii.  211. 


PETITION  OF  FRANCOIS  MARTINOU,  JOHN  BOULYN  AND  OTHERS 
OF  STATEN  ISLAND  ASKING  TO  BE  EXCUSED  FROM  CONTRIBUT 
ING  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  A  MINISTER. 

To   the   Right   Honorable  Captain    Anthony   Brockholst   Commander   in   Chiefe,    and 

the  Honorable  Couucel  of  New  Yorke,  etc. 

The  humble  petition  of  Francois  Martonou  and  Jno.  Boulyn  inhabitants  of  Staten 
Island,  for  themselves  and  in  behalfe  of  the  Major  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Island. 

Most  humbly  shew  :nid  complains.  That  at  the  last  Court  of  Sessions  held  at 
Gravesend,  your  petitioners  when  ordered  to  Contribute  towards  the  Maiutanmnce 
of  a  Certaine  person  called  Joaues  Morgan  a  pretended  minister  in  orders  but  by 
reason  of  his  ill  life  and  Conversation,  much  doubted  of  by  your  petitioners, 
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which  said  order  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  wa«  obtained  by  the  nieane*  of  J  .«»:.,• 
Stllwel  without  any  Summons  given  t<>  the  petitioner*  but  only  upon  the  misin 
formation  of  the  said  Stllwel  allf.l^lnj:  that  tin-  Major  pnrt  nf  the  Inlinbltan'*  hud 
consented  thereunto,  which  your  petitioner*  are  reddy  to  make  nppcnr*-  I*  n  i,-r«-nt 
falsehood,  for  soe  It  is  that  the  Major  part  of  th«-  said  Inhabitant*  although  neveral 
times  attt-mptfd  by  the  gald  Stilwel  and  some  fr\v  others  to  «l:-j.-.«.-  •!  .  |  .••'•••- 
thereunto,  yet  the  petitioners  have  always  refuseil,  and  Mill  do  r«-fu»e.  to  give  any 
consent  to  the  calling  or  malntalnance  of  the  said  Joanes;  And  your  petitioner*  are 
further  Informed  that  the  said  Stllwel  is  Kmpowered  to  mnke  the  taxe  for  the 
same  at  his  discretion;  and  are  threatened  by  the  Countable  1!  •  -  Walton  for 
to  straine  uppon  your  petitioners  Estates  for  the  same. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners,  do  humbly  Implore  to  your  Honor*  humbly  reqin-nl- 
Ing  that  a  Stopp  may  be  made  to  the  Illeapell  proceedings  of  tin-  nald  HtllwH;  and 
that  your  Honors  will  please  to  uraunt  the  petitioners,  with  th»-~  Raid  Stllwrl  a 
hearing  of  the  whole  matter,  or  otherwise  that  the  same  may  be  remitted  by  way 
of  an  appeale  to  the  Court  of  Assizes;  where  the  petitioners  doubt  not  but  will  l»r 
reli-ived  from  the  oppression  of  said  Stllwel.  and  obtalne  Justice  and  equity. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray   viz. 

This   is   ili«-    mark      M      mad.-    by    rrancol*    Martlnou. 

Jan  IM.KIII. 
January  ITith.    ir.s-j  ;;. 

coi.  i».,r».  xiu  r^rr. 

A<-TS    <»i'    T!!K    <     !.\SS!>    ol      A.M>  1  I   ICI'AM. 

Lottci1  i'rt'ii!  New  Nctliorlaiul. 

!•>::.    .Ian.    l^tli. 

Rev.  Dcputati  a<i  n->  M,,riti:na>  r<  j-.r:  that  thvy  li:nl  rn-i-ivni 
a  package  of  letter-  from  Ne\v  Xftherlaml,  ii(Mri'.<.acd  \»  ilii^ 
Classic.  Tliev  are  r«-«pn-t«-«l  an«l  <lirert«-«l  i<>  n-a«l  the-*-  letter-, 
make  extract-  therefrom,  and  t<»  favor  (  -erve  )  ( 'la--i>  witli  their 
advice,  vii.  -'):)•',;  ,\ix.  J1J. 

II.-v.  Dellin-. 

ICsn,  Jan.    ll'th. 

Kev.    Rulaen-    irave   information    that    Ilev.    Ptlliu?-    lia<l    iinl 
received  our   la^t  ;   that   he  would   irladly  liave  complied 
injunction  of  the   Deputies  «riven   him  therein  to  depart    f«-r   New 
Albany  as  sjx-edilv  a-  pos.-ihh  .  via  Kiiirland  :  hut  that  i 
impossible  for  him   to  do  so.  because  he  did   not   have  JNISMW 
of  his  porxls.     lie  promised  to  «TO  in  the  -prinL'.  with  the  tir^t 
and    to   enter    UJHMI    the   ojhce   which    lie   had    accej.ted 
Albanv.)      xxi.  254. 
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LETTERS  FROM  JUSTICE  STILLWELL  TO  SECRETARY  WEST  IN  RE 
LATION  TO   THE   FOREGOING   PETITION   (OF   FRANCIS  MARTINOU, 

£T   ALT.) 

The  Salary  of  Rev.  Morgan  Jones. 

Stateu  Island,  Jan.  19,  1682-3. 
Sir:— 

I  received  yours  of  ye  15th  instant  and  was  much  Surprised  when  I  perused  ye 
inclosed  Petition,  but  more  to  see  ye  confidence  or  rather  ye  impudence  of  ye  Sub 
scribers,  who  assume  to  themselves  a  power  which  I  am  very  confident  they  can 
no  more  produce,  then  they  are  able  to  prove  what  they  have  in  the  said  Petition 
alleadged  —  I  have  discoursed  with  severall  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Island  since 
the  receipt  of  yours  and  have  not  yet  found  one  man,  that  knew  anything  of  the 
Petition,  either  English  or  Dutch,  and  if  there  be  any  others  concerned  in  it 
beside  ye  Subscribers  they  are  onely  some  few  of  ye  French  and  Walloons,  As  to 
the  matter  contained  in  ye  petition  it  is  all  false,  for  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  was  hired 
publiquely  at  a  Towne  Meeting,  most  of  ye  Inhabitants  being  present  and  in  par 
ticular,  Francis  Martiuo  one  of  the  Petitioners,  who  did  then  and  there  approve 
of  the  Choice  as  will  be  most  easily  proved;  Soe  did  likewise  the  major  part  of  ye 
rest,  and  afterwards  at  another  Towne  meeting  the  said  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  was 
againe  confirmed  and  his  salary  voted  to  be  paid  him  as  by  the  enclosed  will  plainly 
appeare.  At  this  Towne  Meeting  there  were  present  Sixty  nine  of  the  Inhabit 
ants;  the  greatest  appearance  I  ever  Saw  at  Such  a  meeting  on  this  Island,  and  it 
•was  carryed  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jones  by  the  Major  part  the  Subscribers  of  ye 
Petition  being  both  then  there  present:  Afterwards  the  said  order  was  presented 
'to  the  Court  of  Sessions  who  confirmed  the  same  and  this  is  the  whole  truth  of 
•the  matter,  I  never  did  anything  of  myself  but  by  ye  good  likeing  and  by  ye  appro 
bation  of  the  major  part  of  the  Inhabitants,  neither  did  I  ever  heare  that  Mr. 
Jones  was  a  person  soe  Scandalouse  as  they  represent  him,  nor  doe  I  know  anything 
concerning  his  ordination  but  from  his  owue  mouth,  but  I  believe  hee  was  quallifled 
as  hee  ought  to  bee,  because  hee  was  recommended  to  us  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros 
who  I  presume  would  not  knowingly  encourage  Soe  ill  a  man  —  As  to  what  they 
•charge  me  withall  about  my  being  impowered  to  make  a  taxe  for  his  payment 
•according  to  my  discretion  'tis  a  very  great  untruth  for  I  never  concerned  myself 
further  therein,  then  by  my  warrant  to  Convene  the  Comrs.  who  by  the  Uuani- 
tnouse  consent  of  the  whole  Island  are  annually  Chosen  and  appointed  to  make 
all  rates  and  taxes  for  the  defraying  publique  Charges,  and  it  was  by  them  the 
Rate  was  made  and  none  else.  The  Reasons  formerly  opposed  against  Mr.  Jones 
•when  his  time  of  payment  drew  neere,  were  none  of  those  specified  in  the  petition: 
All  that  ever  was  alleadged  against  him  was  by  the  French  and  Dutch,  who  said 
'hee  not  being  of  their  Nation  they  could  not  understand  him,  and  therefore  were 
not  obliged  to  pay  an  English  Minister  pleading  the  articles  made  with  Generall 
Nicolls;  and  in  truth  those  are  their  reasons  still,  although  in  their  petition  they 
•Cloake  it  with  other  pretences,  however  they  were  allwayes  out  voted  and  every 
thing  was  concluded  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Major  part  as  the  Law  directed. 
Thus  Sir  I  have  given  you  the  whole  truth  of  ye  matter,  and  doe  desyre  that  Cap- 
taino  P.rockholls  and  ye  Councill  may  be  therewith  acquainted  not  doubting  but 
they  will  take  into  consideration  the  abuse  which  is  offered  to  mee,  in  this  false 
and  Scandalonse  Petition,  when  my  reputation  is  soe  neerely  Concerned,  a,nd  my 
authority  brought  into  contempt,  for  if  such  things  as  these  are  countenanced,  it 
will  tend  to  ye  distruction  of  ye  peace  of  this  Island,  which  I  have  hitherto  care 
fully  preserved  and  for  the  future  will  doe  my  endeavor  to  continue  the  same 
whilst  it  is  committed  to  my  Charge,  having  noe  reason  but  to  hope  I  shall  be 
justified  in  all  my  lawfull  actings  by  their  Authority  —  If  my  presence  bee  needful 
at  Now  Yorke  upon  advice  given  mee  I  shall  be  there,  and  am  ready  to  coufirme 
what  I  have  here  writt  by  sufficient  evidence  In  the  meantime  It  Is  my  humble 
Request  to  the  Couucell  that  uoe  stop  may  be  put  to  our  proceedings  in  this 
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business  for  Mr.  Jo,,™  hath  beene  long  out  of  hi.  money:  want.  It  rxtre.mly  and 
'tis  a  great   shame  bee  is  not   yet   paid,   bavin*  hone.tly  perfumed   hi.  part     iTar 
give  my  humble  Service  to  Captain   Krockholls  and  accepi  ihe  Mm*  your-Hf  from 
\otir  affectionate  friend  and  humble  S.Trant. 

ltl«-hnrd  Hlllwell. 
Mr.   West. 

I  wrote,  you  at  large  ,,n  the  mh  of  this  Instant  in  answer  to  your.  ,,f  the  1Mb 
but  the  badnesse  of  >-,.  weather  hath  not  afforded  nn  opportunity  of  coiiTeyanr,. 
Since  which  I  have  heanl  Unit  ye  1'etltlouer.  have  made  It  their  bu.lnon.  t.,  .end 
round  ye  Island  to  perswadc  ye  people  to  deny  their  former  an  «nd  de<vl.  c,,n- 
cernlng  Mr.  Jones  with  promises  if  they  would  «oe  doe  thai  they  .bould  pay  him 
nothing  and  otherwise  telling  them  that  they  must  pay  a  great  deal  mon-  than 
they  really  ought  t.)  pay;  I  am  greatly  troubled  at  Mich  proceeding,  and  now 
hope  that  ye  Couucell  will  consider  how  mu.-h  I  am  hereby  affront*!,  and  by 
their  authority  put  a  stop  to  such  Irregular  dealing  which  will  bo  acknowledged 
as  an  obligation  by  Sr.  Your  friend  and  .ervant 


Statten    Island.   Jnn.   24th    Kisu-3. 

This  for  Mr.   West,   Secretary  att   New   Yorke. 


Klchard  Sllllwell. 
—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   xlll.  5.J7.  M* 


INSTRUCTIONS  OF  JAMKS,  THE  Drier:  OF  YORK  TO  GOVERNOR 
DONG  AN. 

1O«.  Jan.  27. 

Extracts,   relating  to  an   "  Assembly  "   for   New   York,    which   ental.ll.hed   Freedom 
of  Religion;  and  to  Morals. 


You  are  also  with  advice  of  my  Counclll  with  Hi!  convenient  .peed  after  ymr 
arrivall  there,  in  my  name  to  issue  out  Wrltts  or  Warrants  of  Sunnm.  to  ye  *f* 
erall  Sherlffes  or  other  proper  Officers  In  every  part  of  your  Hnld  gorcrnnii-ni 
wherein  you  shall  express  that  I  have  thought  tltt  that  there  .hall  be  a  iM-n.-rnll 
Assembly  of  all  the  Freeholders,  by  the  persons  who  they  nhnll  choouc  to  rep 
resent  them  In  order  to  consulting  with  youreelve  and  the  wild  Counclll  what 
laws  are  flu  and  necessary  to  be  made  and  established  for  the  good  weaU»  and 
government  of  the  said  Colony  and  Its  Dependencyes.  and  <>r  nil  the  Inhabitant, 
thereof.  &  you  shall  Issue  out  the  said  Wrltt  or  SunmnM  nt  Irani  thirty  dnym 
before  the  time  appointed  for  ye  meeting  of  the  said  Assembly,  which  time  and 
also  the  place  of  their  meeting  (which  I  Intend  shall  be  in  N.-w  Yurki  "hall  al.0* 
be  ruenconed  &  expressed  In  the  said  Wrltt  nr  Suinons.  and  yu  with  advice  on 
my  said  Counclll  are  to  take  care  to  Issue  out  soe  many  wrlttn  <>r  mininmi  and  to 
such  Officers,  in  every  part,  not  exceeding  eighteen,  soe  that  the  plnntern  »r  Itihab 
Itants  of  every  part  of  ye  said  government  may  have  convenient  notice  thrrmf 
and  attend  at  such  election,  If  they  shall  thlnke  tltt.  And  when  the  nald  A..cm- 
bly  SOP  elected  shall  be  niett  at  ye  time  and  place  directed,  yi-ti  Nlmll  l««t  thrm 
know  that  for  tlie  future  It  Is  my  resolution  that  ye  Hnld  <;«-nerall  A«MMul>ly  .hall 
have  free  liberty  to  consult  and  debate  among  themselves  all  matter.  n»  »hnl 
apprehended  proper  to  be  established  for  lawn  fur  the  good  government 
said  Colony  of  New  Yorke  and  Ix-pendencyes,  and  that  If  .wh  l.w.  iili.ll  !»•  pro 
pounded  as  shall  appeare  to  mec  to  be  for  the  manlfe.t  good  of  the  J'ountry  In 
generall  and  not  prejudicial!  to  me,  I  will  assent  unto  and  continue  thnn  In  thr 
passing  and  enacting  all  such  laws  as  .hall  be  agreed  unto  by  the  .aid  A.^mbly. 
which  I  will  have  culled  by  the  n-ime  of  the  (Jenerall  Aatembly  «»f  my  Colony  of 
New  Yorke  and  Its  DependencyeH  wherein  th<«  same  nhnll  IM-  in.  I  doo  hrrrby 
ordalne  they  shall  be)  presented  to  you  for  your  ann'-nt  thereunto. 
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You  are  to  take  care  that  drunkennesse  and  debauchery  swearing  and  blasphemy 
be  discountenanced  and  punished,  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  publique  trust 
and  employment  whose  ill  fame  and  conversation  may  bring  scandall  thereupon. 
You  are  to  give  all  due  encouragement  and  invitacon  to  merchants  and  others  who 
shall  bring  trade  unto  your  government  and  Inhabitants  or  any  way  contribute 
to  their  advantage. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  331,  332. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  ME.  JEREMIAH  HOBBART  TO  BE  MINISTER,  OF 

HAMPSTEED. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chiefe.  Upon  Representation  made  by  the  Constable 
and  Overseers  in  the  Behalfe  of  the  Towne  of  Heinpsted  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hob- 
bart  was  and  is  by  the  Major  Parte  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne  Chosen 
and  Appointed  to  be  Minister  there  for  which  Desireing  my  Conflrmacon,  These 
are  to  Certifie  that  the  said  Jeremiah  Hobbart  is  hereby  allowed  and  Confirmed 
Minister  of  the  said  Towne  accordingly  in  the  Performance  and  Exercise  of  which 
function  he  is  to  Conforme  himselfe  according  to  Law.  Given  under  my  Hand 
in  New  Yorke  this  Twenty  sixth  Day  of  Aprill  1683. 

January  31st  1682/3.     (1683) 

A  Lycence  of  Marriage  was  Granted  to  Jeremiah  Hubbard  of  Jemeca  on  Long 
Island  and  Rebecca  Brush  of  Huntington.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  ili.  120. 


LETTER  FROM  MESSRS.  VAN  RUYVEN  AND  HOORNBERG,  COMMIS 
SIONED  BY  THE  CHURCH  OF  NEW  YORK,  TO  CALL  A  MINISTER. 

To  the  Reverend  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  New  York 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Learned  Sirs :  — 

Your  letter  of  October  30th,  1682,  by  the  ship  "New  York" 
has  reached  us,  and  we  send  these  few  lines  in  reply.  It  is  very 
pleasant  to  us  to  learn  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Mr.  Selyns,  and  the 
enjoyment  which  you  and  the  congregation  have  in  his  person  and 
work.  This  satisfies  us  for  all  our  efforts  in  furthering  this 
enterprise.  We  hope  that  God  the  Lord  will  long  preserve  him 
in  health  that  he  may  render  much  service  to  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  contents  of  the  letters  which  you  sent  to  meet  your  dis 
bursements,  and  the  interest  on  the  same  which  you  kindly  added, 
we  have  received,  and  with  this  money  have  fully  discharged  your 
account.  In  case  there  are  any  further  matters  in  which  we  can 
serve  you,  be  pleased  to  command  us  freely.  Wishing  you  all 
health,  blessing  and  prosperity,  upon  yourselves  and  all  your 
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labors,  we  con,,,,,.,,,]  v,,,,  to  (Jn.1V  ,;,fe  kw.,lilltfi  „,„,  „.;„,  (.,,r,|iul 

greetings,  we  remain, 

Your  affectionate   friend.-   and   servants 

<  'orncli...  Van  Kuyven 
(Jillis   Hoornberg 

Tobias  lloornberg 
Amsterdam 

April  30;  ICS.'J. 

Acts   of  the    Deputies   and    their   <  '..rre>jK,ndence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to  the  church  of  New  Castle.   Dela 
ware,  duly,    It;**:;,     xxvii.    Hit;. 

Keverend  and    Dearly  Uclovcd    Brethren   in  Christ  Jesus  at    New 
Castle :- 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  having  understood  that  animosities 
have  arisen  in  the  church  of  New  Castle,  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  sorrow  for  the  same,  and  a  heart  felt  solicitude  lest 
this  outbreak  should  result  in  evident  lo-s  not  oiilv  to  the  church 
of  Xew  Castle,  but  to  the  churches  of  New  N'etherland  in  p-neral. 
It  is  a  great  evil  when  one  is  overwhelmed  with  misfortune,  lo 
calise  another  is  quarrelsome.  The  hodv  of  the  church  therebv 
becomes  powerless,  for  the  1'nitv  of  the  Spirit  is  not  preserved 
through  the  Bonds  of  Peace.  It  is  al>«i  much  to  be  feared  that 
by  such  means  our  Church  may  be  deprived  «>f  her  liberty.  We 
know  that  the  churches  of  New  Xetherland  are  at  present  under 
the  dominion  of  the  English  nation;  and  we  also  know  what 
efforts  are  at  present  being  put  forth  at  London  to  extend  the 
Episcopal  form  of  government  evervwhere.  Yea,  we  are  informed 
that  there  are  now  commissioners  at  London  from  New  Nether- 
land  to  request  the  establishment  of  Episcopacy  among  you.  This 
may  be  accomplished  with  far  more  propriety,  if  there  apj>cnr 
to  be  a  special  necessity  for  it,  in  order  t«>  quirt  excitement  in 
your  churches  by  Episcopal  authority.  But  how  sad  would  it 
54 
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be  for  Christians  of  the  True  Reformed  Faith  to  give  the  least 
occasion  for  such  a  change.  Thereby  the  liberty  of  the  Church 
would  be  curtailed,  and  the  purity  of  religious  services  be  endan 
gered.  A  church  would  then  no  longer  be  permitted  to  choose  such 
a  pastor  as  they  wished,  but  would  be  obliged  to  receive  such  a 
one  as  was  sent  to  them. 

Therefore,  beloved  brethren,  our  Classical  Assembly  beseeches 
you,  for  the  love  of  Christ,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  fellowship  of 
the  saints,  that  you  become  of  one  mind,  and  exercise  towards 
one  another  all  Christian  love,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness; 
and  that  as  you  have,  until  now,  conformed  unto  the  Order  of 
the  Churches  of  the  Fatherland,  that  you  will  henceforth  continue 
to  do  the  same.  Do  not  undertake,  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  any 
thing  of  importance  which  savors  of  change  without  first  commu 
nicating  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Expecting  this  from 
you,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace. 
With  Christian  greetings,  we  remain, 
Rev.  and  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Reverences  Affectionate  Brethren  in  Christ, 

G.  Bodaen, 
B.  Homoet, 
—  Hertogh, 

S.   \r.  Westerhoff. 
Amsterdam, 

July,  1683. 

PETITION  FROM  MADMAN'S  NECK  RELATIVE  TO  THEIR  MEETING 

HOUSE. 

To  His  Excellency  Col.  Thomas  Dongan,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Vice  Admlrall 
under  his  Royall  Majesty  King  James  the  Second,  etc.,  of  his  Province  of  New 
Yorke  and  Dependancyes  In  America  etc.,  and  to  the  Honorable  Counsell. 

The  Humble  Petlcon  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Madnan's  Neck  most  humbly  sheweth 
to  your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council: 

That  your  petitioners  In  January  1683  obteyned  an  order  from  your  Excellency 
and  Council  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Hempsted,  should  bee  obliged  to  have  your 
petitioners  at  their  Town  Meetings,  and  that  the  minister  of  Htmpsted  should 
come  sometimes  amongst  us  to  Preach  and  Instruct  us  ancl  our  Children  In  ye 


OK  THE  STATE  OK   NK\V   YOKK.  S51 

1683 

duties  of  Christianity  etc..  nud  that  the  T«>wn  of  Heiupnted  shall  allow  your  peti 
tioner  Liberty  of  Comonage  for  our  horses  and  cuttle  pro|>ortlonahU*  to  the  Land* 
we  have  purchased  etc. 

Now  may  it  please  your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council  since  wlilrh  order 
the  Towne  of  Hempsteed  have  built  Meeting  House*  and  Towne  Hounes  au«l  have 
Rated  your  petitioners  to  beare  a  purt  of  said  charge. 

Now  the  distance  from  our  Neck  to  HenipHted  bring  ito  farr  your  petitioner* 
could  not  convey  ourselves  and  families  to  sulde  Towne  to  have  the  beueflti  nod 
Instruction  of  said  Minister. 

Whereupon  your  petitioners  did  build  a  house  f..r  to  entertalne  said  Minister 
to  Preach,  which  In  three  yearea  time  came  but  once  among*t  UK  nnd  then  we  had 
no  notice  of  it:  Hut  sent  us  word  another  time  that  hee  would  conn-.  lt.it  did 
not;  at  which  time  about  thirty  attended  that  I»ay  In  expectation  of  hU  « ,,mln*. 

Which  may  It  please  your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council,  had  he  come  once 
a  month  or  oftener  amongst  us:  wee  your  petitioners  and  each  of  UN  Khould  have 
freely  contributed  to  him  which  wee  could  to  our  ablllltycs:  Or  If  In  <-a*e  f->r  the 
futer  said  minister  will  come  to  us  once  a  month  or  attend  the  order  wee  Khali 
bee  willing  to  contribute  to  him. 

The  premisses  Being  considered  your  petitioners  humbly  crave*  that  your  Excel 
lency  and  Honorable  Council  would  bee  pleased  to  order  the  Inhabitants  of  Mid 
Towue  of  Hempsted  to  beare  a  pte.  of  ye  Charge  of  ye  Meetelng  House,  wee  hare 
built  on  our  Necke  (as  well  as  wee  to  beare  pte.  of  theirs  erected  and  built  In 
their  Towue)  and  that  In  reguard  said  minister  hath  not  performed  his  duty  accord- 
lug  to  ye  order  In  Council  that  your  petitioners  shall  not  bee  obliged  to  allow  him 
anything  for  the  time  past. 

And  your  petitioners  as  In  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  etc. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  honourable  Council  that  tho  Meeting   Houses 
and  Towne  Houses  at  Hempeted   was  erected  and  built  before  ye  order  In  Council 
was  issued  out  (which  In  ye  above  petlcon  was  mist  written)  and  your  petitioners 
humble  Request   Is  that   the  Inhabitants  of   HempKted   may   be  ordered   to  al 
their  portion  of  charge  for  ye   house   built  to  entertnlne  ye   minister  at   Madnan's 
Neck   with   ye   prayer  above  desired.       Concerning  ye  minister's  pay;   and   myself 
In   behalfe  of   ye   towne  shall   ever  pray   who  has  hereunto  subscribed   as  well   f..«r 
ye  Geuerall,  as  hlmselfe  In  ptlcular. 

The  marke  <Yi  "f       Christopher  Yoaman*. 
—  I KM\    Hist.   N.   Y.  III.  211.  212. 

SYNOD  OK  XORTIL  HOI.LA.NI>,  AT  HOOKN. 

IGR.'i,  July  L>I;  <-t  M-q. 
Art.   11.      Extracts  fmm   Foreign   Letter.-. 


Thf  Classia  of  Amstrnlam  lian.lc-l  o 
Extracts  from  tin-  letters  fr«>m  forripi  lands: 


Extract   from  a   letter  from    Krv.   Selyns, 

2S,  ir,sL>. 

1.  IF.-   laments,    that    «>n    account   of   his    hasty 
could   not  take  leave  of  the  Kev.   ( 'lassis. 

2.  He:  trives  a  hrief  account  of  hi*  v.yap-  to   NYw  Y-.rk. 
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3.  He  states  with  what  tokens  of  gladness  he  was  received  by 
the  congregation.     He  had  delivered  our  letter  to  them. 

4.  The  Consistory  consisted  of  eight  persons.      Services   had 
been  carefully  conducted  by  Rev.  van  Suren  (Zuuren)  before  his 
arrival. 

5.  Since  his  arrival,  he  had  begun  to  preach  three  times  per 
week,  with  such  great  increase  of  hearers,  that   it  was  thought 
they  must  either  provide  for  more  room,  or  else  build  a  church. 
The  members  numbered  six  hundred. 

6.  The  people  of  Bergen,  a  village  across  the  river,  had  re 
quested  him  to  render  them  also  some  service.     He  had  agreed 
to  preach  there  three  times  per  year,  on  Mondays,  bo.th  in  the 
forenoon   and  in  the  afternoon,   and  to  administer  the   Commu 
nion.    He  hoped  to  found  a  new  church  there,  [hoopende  daer  een 
nieuwe  kerck  te  stichten,]  as  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
four  members  on  the  ground  already.     They  were  otherwise  wont 
to  come  to  New  York,  as  did  also  the  people  of  Haarlem ;  but  he 
had   also  promised  to  preach  to  the  latter  once  a  year,   at  the 
installation  of  Elders  and  Deacons.     These  people,  according  to 
an  agreement  of  June  10,  1672,  had  sent  a  double  number   (of 
names)    to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to  choose  therefrom  a 
single  set. 

7.  Furthermore :  among  the  Netherlanders,  in  that  entire  coun 
try,   there  were  no  differences   in   the  ecclesiastical  government, 
and  the  churches  had  peace,  and  were  edified. 

8.  The  English  inhabitants  of  New  York  used  the  same  church- 
building  as  the  Dutch.     They  had  no  minister,  but  only  a  reader. 
He  read  the  Common  Prayer  Book ;  and  there  was  a  clergyman, 
who  did  not  preach,  but  baptized  and  married   in  the  homes. 

9.  There  was  also  a  Lutheran  church.     The  minister  lived  in 
New  York  in  the  summer,  and  at  New  Albany  in  the  winter. 

10.  There  were  also  in  New  York,  Jews,  Quakers,  and  Laba- 
dists. 
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11.  On  account  of  the  aire  of  R,.v.   Schaats.  tilings  were  in  a 
bad  condition  in  the  Church  of  Xew  Albanv. 

12.  On    Long   Island   the  churches  were   prospering  under  the 
zeal  of  Rev.   van  Suren    (  Zuuren). 

13.  Rut  at   Xew  Castle  the  church  wa-  in  irreat   jM-ril.  through 
some  misunderstanding  which  had  arisen  between  R.-v.  Te<schen- 
maker  and   the  congregation;  especially,   because  .Jacob  Coelman 
had  offered  his  services  there,  and  to  whom  also  oin-  of  the  mem 
bers  is  said  to  have  written.      Hut  the  Consi-torv  of   Xew   York, 
by  writing,  had  proffered  them  their  advice  for  th»>  preservation 
of  peace,  and  had  counseled  them  to  consult  our  Classis  in  regard 
to  Coelman.      lie  requests  our  ('las-is  to  do  all  that   is   j>o-sible 
to  hinder  Coelman  from  going  thither. 

14.  Therewith  he  concludes,  commending  the  Classis   to  (lod. 

15.  lie  then  makes  known  in  a  Postscript,  that  the  Church  of 
New  York  had  received  an  answer  to  their  letter  of  October  ^   18 
from  New  Castle.     They  thank  the  said  church  for  their  advice. 
They  further  announce  that   Rev.   Tesschenmaker  had   been  dis 
missed    by    them,    and    which    fact    had    already    been    written    to 
Coelman.     Sluyter*  went  there  under  the  name  of  Yosman.  and 
Coelman,  it  is  said,  under  the  name  of  (Juilliam  Germonpre. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  York,  written  by  the  Consistory, 
October  .'50,   (1  <>*:?,)  signed  by  the  Klders  and  Deacons. 

1.  Ours  was  duly  handed  to  them  by  Rev.  Selyn-.  who  had  ar 
rived  there,  and  had  been  received  with  complete  satisfaction. 

2.  Thev  praise  his  /eal  in  preaching  and  '  'atechising,  and  hope 
to  respond   to  the  same  with  gratitude. 

•}.  Further:  thev  are  much  obliged  for  the  faithful  care  and 
diligence  which  the  Classis  of  Am-ferdam  has  been  pleased  to 
exercise  in  this  call,  and  in  sending  over  -m-h  a  man:  and  trint 
for  a  blessing  upon  the  deliberations  taken. 


One  of  the   I.ntunllHtH   who   \vmt«>   th«-  Journal.    1' 
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4.  They  make  known  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  church 
of  New  Castle,  on  account  of  the  misunderstanding  between  the 
said  church  and  their  minister,  Rev.  Tesschenmaker.  They  con 
clude  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Tesschenmaker,  written  at  New 
York  and  of  the  same  date.      (October  30,  1682.) 

He  states  that  he  had  been  exercising  the  ministry  in  that 
land,  at  Esopus,  since  the  year  1678,  when  Rev.  Lambertus  Gaas- 
beeck  arrived. 

2.  He  complains,  that  after  he  had  undertaken  the  pastoral 
office  on  the  South  River,  October  31,  1679,  the  payment  of  his 
salary  became  continually  worse  and  worse,  until  finally,  it  be 
came  so  small  that  he  could  not  subsist  on  it.     This  was  not  im 
proved,  notwithstanding  his  constant  complaints.     Wherefore  he 
found  himself  compelled  to  go  to  New  York  and  New  Albany,  to 
complain  thereof;  especially,  because  during  the  past  winter  he 
had  been  treated  so  badly.     Scarcely  a  dwelling  place  was  left  for 
him,  and  no  hope  of  improvement  was  held  out.     Neither  could 
he  obtain  his  dismissal. 

3.  But  notwithstanding  all  these  previous  inconveniences,   he 
had  still  offered  his  services  to  that  church  for  four  hundred 
bushels  of  wheat  per  annum,  and  free  board.     Yet  whatever  en 
deavors  had  been  made  to  that  end,  even  by  other  churches,  had 
all  turned  out  in  vain.     The  church  persisted  in  this :  that  they 
neither  could  nor  would  stipulate  for  a  fixed  salary. 

4.  Thereunto  they  were  especially  encouraged,  because  Jacobus 
Coelman,  in  a  letter  to   (or  of:  van)  Arnold  Lable,  had  offered 
his  services  there;  whereupon  it  was  resolved  to  invite  him. 

5.  Thereupon,  after  making  a  request  that  we  would  ponder 
these  reasons  of  action  with  and  concerning  his  church,  we  would 
help  defend  his  good  name,  he  concludes  with  a  wish  for  God's 
blessing. 
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1.  He  makes  known  that  he  had  duly  received  our  last  letter. 

2.  He  thanks  us  for  our   wish   for   the   divine  blessing  upon 
his  old   age,   his   person   and   ministry;   and   prays  for   the  same 
upon  the  churches  of  our  Classis. 

3.  He  desires,  according  to  the  promise  made  by  Mr.  de  Wolf, 
that  a  capable  minister  may  come  over,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
assist  him   in  his  old  age.     Therewith  he  concludes  with  saluta 
tions. 

A  letter  from  the  Magistracy  of  New  Albany,  October  12,  1682. 

1.  Ours  of  April  6th,  had  been  duly  delivered  to  them. 

2.  They  thank  the  Classis  for  all  the  endeavors  put  forth  to 
procure  them  a  capable  minister,  in  addition  to  Rev.  Sehaets,  with 
the  request  to  be  pleased  to  continue  therein;  inasmuch  as  Rev. 
Schaets,    on    account    of    his    extreme    age    and    feebleness,    ran 
scarcely  be  heard  any  more;  yet  the  congregation  is  daily  increas 
ing. 

3.  Furthermore,  they  promise  that   the  preacher  who  shall  bo 
sent  to  them  shall  be  well  treated.     They  conclude  with  saluta 
tions. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  van  Suren  (Zuuren  )  of  Long  Island,  written 
from  Midwout.      (October    '(  1682?) 

1.  Tie  thanks  the  Rev.  Classis  that  Rev.  Selyns  had  been  per 
suaded,  and  sent  by  it,  to  the  people  of  New  York. 

2.  He  states   how  that,  before  the  arrival  of  Rev.   Selyns,   he 
had  supplied  the  church  of  New  York  both  by  preaching  and  in 
the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

3.  The  church   of   New   Albany   and   Sehcnectady   await   with 
longing,   that   their  desire  also  may  be  fulfilled,   in  obtaining  a 
pastor. 
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4.  The  people  of  Esopus,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Week- 
steen,  were  in  reasonably  good  condition. 

5.  But  the  church  on  the  South  River  was  not  so  fortunate,  by 
reason  of  trouble  between  them  and  Rev.   Tesschenmaker.     Xot- 
withstanding  many  endeavors  to  re-establish  rest  and  peace  had 
been  put  forth,  it  had  not  been  possible  to  allay  these  troubles, 
although  Rev.  Tesschenmaker  had  offered  to  serve  them  at  a  low 
figure.     Wherefore  they  had  dismissed  him. 

6.  lie  makes  known  further  that  Jacobus  Coelman  had  offered 
his  services  at  South  River,  through  a  prominent  member,  with 
a  promise  that  he  would  bring  two  hundred  and  fifty  families 
with  him.     Thereupon  letters  had  already  been  sent  to  Coelman, 
notwithstanding  this  church  had  been   admonished   and  warned 
by  him,  (Van  Zuuren),  that  he   had  requested    them  to  defer  a 
call  to  our  Classis. 

7.  The  church,  under  his  own  ministry,  (Kings  County,  Long 
Island)  was  still  in  the  same  condition  as  before.     Therewith  he 
concludes  with  salutations. 

MINISTERIAL  CHANGES. 

Sent  to  the  East  Indies: 

Sent  to  Xew  Netherland.  . 


Sent  Rev.   Godfridus  Dellius,  of   (to)    New  Albany,  in  New 

Netherland. 

Art.  25.     The  Labadists  and  Coelman. 

Ad  Art.  26.  Treating  of  the  Labadists,  as  also  of  Jacobus  Coel 
man  :  The  respective  Classes  have  related,  how  each,  in  its  own 
vicinity,  *are  keeping  watch  against  both.  Good  care  against  both 
is  vet  earnestlv  recommended  to  them. 
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KAKI.V  XiJ.oTiATio.Ns  \vrni    TIIK  Ri:v.   MK.   I  h-:i.urs. 

Extraordinary    Court    holden    nt    Albany    Aug.    0.    1«M. 

The  W.  Commissaries  assembled  in  ,  ,,n*,.,,,u-i». -,.  ,,f  the  arrival  of  the  n.-w  Mln 
Ister  Domini'  (Jodefrldus  Delllus  win,  reached  here  ..11  the  2nd  Inmaut  pur»unnt 
to  the  request  and  letters  of  this  Court  to  th.-  Venerable  Cla»»l*  of  Amsterdam. 

And  whereas  by  consent  and  approval  of  this  Coiuonullty  a  •croud  Imutltic  .. 
sout  for  to  assist  the  old  Domine  Sehaets.  it  U  therefore  renolved  to  mil  the  ™n 
gregatlon  together  to  enquire  of  them  in  n' friendly  manner  how  much  they  will 
from  their  own  Liberality  and  good  Inclination  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  said  Domine  (iodefrldus  Delllus  whereupon  the  following  Burgher*  have  freely 
contributed  to  the  salary  of  siild  Domine  c,,,dfrldus  Delllus.  and  thai  for  the  term 
of  one  yeur. 

(Here   follows    a    list    of    one    hundred    and    forty    live    mime*    with    •utiM-rlptlou 

amounting    to    three    huudr.-d    an.l    tifty    j.l -N    of    s.    (or    three    hunar.-d    and    fifty 

dollars.! 

Whereon  Domine  (Jodefri.lus  I»elltus  Is  sent  for  and  he  Is  aHk.-<l  If  ho  hath  any 
further  letters  or  dm-innentK  besides  what  be  had  delivered  to  the  Court.  e»pe<-ially 
the  Notarial  contract  dated  1'it  July  Itisj  exei-ute«l  In  AiiiHterdnm  by  tho  N-.tary 
Public  David  Staffmaker  Verier  t  whereby  the  Domine  was  a<-<-e|ited  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  Iwjrlimlii^  as  soon  as  the  ship.  In  whl<-h  he  would  leave  Amnterdam. 
had  been  ^one  to  sea  outsld«-  T<-\- •!.  an<l  tliat  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  Ktilldcm 
a  year,  payable  in  I'.eavers  at  el^ht  j:!-  «-a<-h  <.r  six  hundred  MkepelM  of  wheat,  at 
the  option  of  said  Domine  Dflllti*.  besides  a  free  house;  but  should  he.  the  D<>mlur 
marry,  his  salary  should  be  increased  one  hundred  R|.  benvers.  but  tin  hU  Hi-vir- 
enee  was  so  unfortunate  that  the  ship  in  whkh  he  was  to  take  hi*  pn*Hn»;e  nailed 
from  Dover  on  tin-  very  day  bis  H.-vi-n-ne.-  arrived  In  I»ndon.  HO  thnt  hln  Hr-v.-t>-nrr 
waft  obliped  to  return  to  Holland  and  put  to  sea  again  lam  April,  with  Jnn  <;<>rt<-r. 
with  whom  he  is  now  arrived. 

Their  Worships  tind  that  in  furth.-r  elu<ldatlon  of  Hald  treneral  Coiitrn.-t  the 
Agents  Kykd.  van  K< -nsselaer  an<i  Al>e|  d>-  WollfT  and  xnld  Domine  nk'renl  that 
his  term  of  O(II<-e  shall  commence  on  the  day  when  Henry  Hler  went  ln«t  y.-nr  to 
sea.  as  his  Reverence  was  then  ready  to  leave;  his  term  commenclnt;  "i>  the  1Mb 
August  1»'»M>  and  ending  on  the  1Mb  August  l»is«>.  but  with  the  expr«-»H  condition 
that  his  salary  shall  not  date  earlier  than  the  day  his  Kevep-nce  put  to  hen  with 
Skipper  Jan  (Jorter:  And  whereas  we  have  been  advised  by  lettern  from  our  <x>r 
respondents  that  bis  K< -verem  ••  Is  not  wholly  satlstleil  about  hi-  nnlnry  '•.::..•  In 
Beavers  or  Wheat  knowing  nothing  about  such  things,  and  ImnglneH  «u<  h  li«  jcr«'«tly 
to  his  prejudice,  whereupon  said  Kei;sselaer  and  DC  WollfT  have  written  to  u»  In 
his  behalf,  requesting  that  the  payment  of  bin  salary  may  be  made  nn  nearly  a* 
possible  in  Holland  .-urn-ney. 

Therefore,  their  said  Worship*  maturely  considering  the  contrll>ntlon  «»  WI'H  •• 
tho  clause  In  the  aforesaid  notarial  contract,  to  the  effect  thnt  nhould  Domine 
Schaets  die  meanwhile,  the  aforesaid  Domine  DellhiH  nhould  receive  the  »an>« 
salary  as  Domine  SchaetK  had  and  enjoyed,  allow  Domine  Delllim  afore-ald  the 
Bum  of  Three  hundred  piece*  of  Klght  or  one  hundred  and  forty  Bearer*  bHn» 
fl.  11HK)  In  JU-avers.  n  hl«-h  Is  two  hundred  gullderH  In  Henvern  more  than  Ixunlnr 
Schaets  ever  had  or  received,  as  a  testimony  of  their  good  dlnponlflc.n  toward* 
him  and  especially  for  his  Teaching  with  which  their  Worship*  ami  the  ronfre 
gatinn  declare  themselves  well  satisfied,  doubting  not  but  bin  Rererenre  will  IK- 
speelally  content.  It  being  three  hundred  gl.  al«>v.-  the  Notarial  contract 

The  Magistrates  further  resolve  that  If  they  can  obtain  anything  more,  either 
from  the  (Jovernor  «r  congregation,  the  xald  Domine  Hhall  be  n-tm-mbered.  And 
Mr.  Marte  (ierrltse  and  c,,rn.  Van  Dy<-k  cornmunl«-nt«-  thin  to  hl«  Kererenre 

Pleter  Schuyler  and  Albert  Ryckman*  DeaeotiM  nre  nuthorlied  to  receive  the  new 
Dornlne's  Money,  and  to  keep  account  thereof. 

Domine  Delllus  InformH  the  Mag!ntraten,  through  the  Secretary,  that  he  •hall 
adhere  to  his  Notarial  contract  thnt  IH  nn  necoiid  inlnlnter  of  Albany  and  that 
for  such  sum  an  the  Maplntraten  allow  him;  but  presumed  their  Worship*  pay  little 
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regard  to  the  Recommendation  of  the  Agents  who  requested  them  to  pay  the  salary 
agreed  on  In  Holland  currency;  and  expresses  himself  not  over  satisfied  with  the 
Magistrates  resolution  regarding  the  fixing  his  salary  at  three  hundred  pieces  of 
eight.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Hi.  535,  536. 

FURTHER  ARRANGEMENTS  WITH  REV.  DELLIUS. 

Extraordinary  Court  holden  at    Albany,   Aug.  13,   1683. 

The  Magistrates  are  again  met  to  fix  the  salary  of  Domlne  Godefridus  Delllus, 
and  the  contribution  of  the  congregation  being  calculated,  it  was  resolved  that 
said  Doinine  Dellius  shall  enjoy  yearly  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  guilders  Holland 
currency  payable  in  pieces  of  eight  a  forty  eight  stivers  each,  or  in  Merchantable 
Beavers  counted  a  Two  pieces  of  eight  each,  and  that  his  Reverence  shall  receive 
his  money  quarterly  on  condition  that  If  Domine  Schaets  should  grow  feeble  or 
die,  Domlne  Dellius  shall  perform  the  whole  duty. 

His  Reverence  is  further  told  that  if  the  Magistrates  should  agree  with  the 
Inhabitants  of  Schinnectady  regarding  Divine  Service  to  be  performed  there,  either 
once  a  month  or  once  in  six  weeks,  said  Dellius  shall  take  his  turn  with  Domine 
Schaets  to  edify  said  congregation,  without  being  paid  additional  for  it,  as  such  sum 
of  money  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  this  congregation. 

Domine  Dellius  is  further  informed  that  their  Worships  desire  to  be  satisfied 
about  the  time  of  the  Domine's  sojourn  here,  as  his  contract  mentions  only  four 
years,  whereupon  Domine  Dellius  gives  the  Magistrates  for  answer,  that  he  cannot 
tell  what  extraordinary  things  may  happen;  but  his  intention  and  disposition  are 
to  remain  here  with  this  congregation,  wherewith  the  Court  is  fully  satisfied. 

Resolved  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Venerable,  Pious,  and  very  Learned 
the  Ministers  and  members  of  the  very  Rev.  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  assembled 
at  Amsterdam,  sincerely  thanking  their  Rev.  for  their  Fatherly  care  in  sending 
over  the  Rev.  Pious  and  Learned  Domine  Godefridus  Dellius,  with  whom  th£ 
Congregation  is  highly  pleased. 

Resolved,  also  to  write  to  Sieur  Richd.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Sieur  Abel  De  Wolff 
to  thank  them  heartily  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken,  in  finding  out  the  Rev. 
Pious  and  Learned  Domine  Godefridus  Dellius  who  arrived  here  on  the  2nd  instant, 
to  the  great  joy  of  every  one,  and  whose  preaching  was  heard  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  and  contentment. —  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  536,  537. 


CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Church  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Aug.   13, 
1683.     xxi.  278.    Mints.  Syn.  North  Holland,  1684,  Art.  12. 

Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Brothers  in  Christ 

Jesus : — 

The  letter  of  your  Reverences,  dated  the  23rd  of  July  1682, 
was  duly  received  by  us  on  the  2nd  of  August  1683.  We  learned 
therefrom  of  your  pious  efforts  in  making  provision  for  the  Church 
of  God.  It  is  commanded  to  you,  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  keep  the 
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church  safely.  You  have  given  us  certain  proof  of  this  in  send 
ing  over  Rev.  Very  Pious  and  Learned  Domine  Godevriedus  Del- 
lius,  who  has  become  acceptable  to  us  in  Chrir-t  Jesus,  as  a  ser 
vant  and  messenger  of  God  in  this  Christian  congregation.  For 
this  we,  as  a  Consistory,  are  very  grateful  to  your  Pious  and 
Very  Learned  Reverences,  and  we  pray  (iod  Almighty,  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  keep  you  under  his  holy  protection  unto  salva 
tion.  Amen. 

Whereas  Domine  Gideon  Schaats  is  not  present,  having  gone  to 
another  place  of  business,  this  letter  is  not  signed  by  him. 

Marten  Gertsen,  Elder. 

Peter  Bogardus,  Elder. 

Peter  Schuyler, 

Albert  Ryckman. 
Albany, 

the  13th  of 
August  1683. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Godfrey  Dellius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  August  1-1   :M, 

1083. 

Xew  Aloany,  the  14/24  of  August,  1083. 

Reverend,    Pious,    Very    Learned    Gentlemen    and    Brethren,    in 

Christ :- 

After  having  sailed  from  the  Texel  on  the  Oth  of  May,  X.  S., 
we  arrived  safely  at  Dover  (Douvren)  on  the  llth.  and  remained 
there  until  the  30th.  After  preaching  there  in  the  Knirlish  church, 
we  went  to  sea  again.  I  was  quite  sick  durini:  the  \vh«»le  passage, 
yet  by  the  favor  of  God,  I  attended  to  tin-  service  .if  prayer,  every 
morning  and  evening,  and  preached  <.n  Sunday-.  \\Y  are  irrate- 
ful  for  God's  special  kindness,  in  givimr  u-  a  sh«»rt  and  agreeable 
passage.  AVe  arrived  at  New  V»>rk  «>n  the  i)s>th  <>f  July.  Here 
Domine  Selyns  did  me  the  honor  to  receive  me.  and  Doinine  van 
Ziniren  to  call  on  me.  I  made  haste  t<>  reach  Xe\v  Albanv,  and 
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arrived  here  on  the  12th  of  August.  The  Honorable  Magistrates, 
and  the  members  of  the  Consistory  —  Domine  Schaats  was  ab 
sent,  having  gone  to  New  York  to  enter  upon  a  second  marriage 
there  —  received  me  with  every  courtesy.  I  gave  to  them  and 
to  the  Rev.  Consistory  the  letters  of  your  Rev.  Assembly,  with 
which  they  declared  themselves  to  be  very  much  pleased.  I  also 
communicated  to  the  Honorable  Magistrates  the  salary  contract 
made  with  me,  to  be  payable  in  beavers  or  in  wheat.  At  the 
same  time  I  expressed  the  displeasure  I  experienced  about  it  while 
yet  in  Holland ;  and  that  the  Messrs.  Richard  van  Rensselaer  and 
Abel  de  Wolff  had  further  agreed,  over  their  own  signature  and 
before  my  departure  that  it  should  not  be  paid  in  beavers  or  in 
wheat,  but  in  Holland  money,  which  can  easily  be  done  here  be 
cause  of  the  great  abundance  of  Pieces-of-eight.  The  Honorable 
Magistrates  seeing  this,  promised  and  admitted  it.  At  present 
I  cannot  give  any  details  concerning  my  church,  as  Domine 
Schaats  has  not  yet  returned.  Meanwhile  I  have  begun  to  take 
charge  of  the  Sunday  and  week-day  services.  I  pray  God  that  he 
will  please  to  bless  them,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  may 
daily  be  more  and  more  extended.  I  commend  your  Reverences 
to  God  Almighty's  protection,  and  am, 

Your  humble  servant  and  brother  in  Christ, 

G.  Dellius. 

(The  Pieces-of-eight,  refer  to  the  Spanish  piaster,  consisting  of 
eight  reals,  worth  about  one  dollar  each.) 
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The  Magistrates  ,,f  AH,,,,v  to  tho  Class!,  .,{  Am.,tor,lam.     Au- 

.mist   i:>,  l«;s;;f  ( )    ^ 

Albany    in   the   Province  .,f  .\ow 
^  »rk   in   America,  the   15th  of 

August  n>;;,  o.  s. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned,  the  Ministers  an.I  MnnU-n 
of  the  Reverend  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam: 

Grace  and  Peaee  of  (iod,  the  Father,  and  .Jems  ClmM,  our 
Lord  and  Savior  be  with  your  Reverences,  A  men! 

We  received  your  letter  of  the  »»th  of  April  1»;^:>  on  the  i»0th 
of  August  of  the  same  year;  also  your  last  letter  of  the  -JlJnl  of 
July  1<3S2,  which  was  handed  to  us  by  the  Kev.  I'ious  and  Very 
Learned  Domine  Godevridus  Dellius,  who  arrived  here  to  our 
great  joy  on  the  2nd  inst.  lie  has  already  preached  live  times, 
as  old  Domine  Gideon  Schaats  is  at  present  in  New  York,  and 
has  given  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  not  only  to  us,  l.nt  also 
to  the  whole  community.  We  cannot  keep  silent  over  all  thi.4, 
but  must  bring  our  offering  of  gratitude  to  the  Rev.  Classic  and 
to  others  who  have  been  pleased  to  send  such  a  faithful  minister 
to  our  congregation,  as  the  assistant  of  our  old  Domine  (Jidcon 
Schaats.  Dellius  will  take  charge,  as  our  regular  pastor  alone, 
of  all  the  church  services  after  his  (Schaats)  decease.  \Ve  are 
already  sufficiently  assured  of  his  gifts  and  ability,  ami  we  can 
not,  indeed,  be  thankful  enough  to  God  Almighty  for  hi>  favor 
in  sending  us  such  a  man;  nor  to  vour  Reverences  as  the  prin 
cipal  instrument  therein.  We  recognize  our  good  fortune  to  l,e 
placed  under  .such  foster  fathers,  who  have  taken  Midi  holy  mid 
wise  care  of  this,  God's  church  and  congregation,  although  »o 
far  from  the  Fatherland. 

We  informed  the  Reverend  Classis,  that  we  had  tixed  the  salary 
at  eight  hundred  ilorins,  in  beavers,  with  free  hou>e  rent,  without 
diminishing  the  salary  of  our  old  Domine  Gideon  Schaats.  Ac 
cording  to  these  terms  our  agents  made  a  contract  with  Domine 
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Dellius.  But  we  learned  afterwards  that  beavers  were  low  in 
price,  and  we  thought  therefore,  that  it  would  be  to  his  disadvan 
tage.  We  found  out  also  that  he  was  not  very  well  satisfied. 
We  therefore,  upon  our  agents  recommendation,  fixed  the  salary 
at  nine  hundred  florins,  Holland  Currency,  with  free  house.  With 
this  he  showed  great  satisfaction  as  you  will  further  learn  from 
his  letter.  Indeed,  he  is  so  well  pleased,  that  although  his  con 
tract  mentions  only  four  years,  he  has  promised  us,  not  to  leave 
the  congregation,  unless  something  extraordinary  should  happen. 
We  have  no  doubt  but  that  there  will  be  such  good  harmony  be 
tween  his  Reverence  and  the  congregation,  that  it  will  be  the 
means  of  drawing  in  those,  who  are  still  wandering  in  the  blind 
ness  of  Popery  and  other  errors.  Indeed,  we  find  that  some  of 
these  now  attend  our  service,  who  hitherto  paid  little  attention 
to  it. 

Last  year  we  learned  of  the  misfortune,  that  the  ship  destined 
for  the  transportation  of  his  Reverence,  sailed  from  Dover 
(Doevres)  on  the  same  day  that  he  arrived  in  London;  so  that  he 
was  compelled  to  return  to  Holland.  But  God  be  praised,  he  has 
now  arrived  in  life  and  in  good  health.  May  the  Lord  preserve 
him  to  this  congregation  for  many  years,  and  may  he  be  enabled 
to  build  up  a  flourishing  congregation  in  this  wilderness  of 
America.  May  the  Lord  of  hosts  reward  your  Reverences  for  the 
good  work,  which  you  have  done  for  our  congregation.  It  will  be 
an  obligation  yet  to  be  acknowledged  by  our  childrens  children. 
Beseeching  you  to  remember  us  in  your  prayers,  we  commend 
you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace;  and  with  our  respects, 
we  remain, 

Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen, 
Your  willing  servants, 

The  Magistrates  of  Albany,  in  the  Colony 

of  Rensselaerswyck,  etc. 

By  their  order,  Cornells  van  Dyck. 

Robert  Livingston,  Jan  Janszen  Bleecker. 

Secretary. 
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The  Church  of  Schenectady  to  Rev.  Henry  Selyns  of  New  York, 
Sept.  24,  10S3.  xxi.  U.'JT.  Mints.  Syn.  N.  Holland  1084, 
Art.  11. 

To  the  Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  Domine  Hcnricu.s  Selyiw, 

Minister  at  Xew  York. 

Schenectady,  the  24th  of  Sept.  10*3. 
Reverend  Domine  Selyns  and  Dear  Friend: — 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  of  September  last  was  duly  received, 
and  we  learn  therefrom  of  your  sincere  zeal  and  continued  en 
deavors  to  obtain  a  pastor  for  our  place.  Truly,  Rev.  Sir,  we  are 
well  satisfied  and  very  grateful  to  you  for  all  your  efforts,  as  well 
as  your  remarks  about  the  salary. 

We  think  it  necessary  to  stipulate  that  we  cannot  bind  our 
selves  for  more  than  one  hundred  beavers,  and  tin-re  we  must 
cry,  Halt,  until  circumstances  shall  permit  a  change.  At  the 
same  time  we  acknowledge  the  scarcity  of  candidates,  but  that 
may  also  change. 

No  more,  except  that  we  ronnnend  you  and  your  family  to  the 
grace  and  protection  of  (lod  Almighty. 

Your    Reverence's   affectionate  friends, 

The  Commissioners,  the   Klders  and   Deacons 
of  Schenectady, 
•Ian  van  Kps 
^Icyndert.  \\Yinp 
Johannes  I'ootinan  <  Poolman?) 
By  their  order 

l.udovicus  Cobcs,  Secretary. 

I,   the   undcr.-igned,    certify,   that    the    congregation 
nechtade  has  resolved  to  give,  besides  the  one  hundred  bcavora 
to  their  minister,  also  free  rent  and  free  fuel,  as  his  yearly 
and  maintenance.  R«-yer  Jacobse  * 

Represent  at  ive  of  Schenechtade 

New  York,  in  the  (Jencral  Assembly. 

October  25,  1683. 
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"  THE  CHARTER  OF  LIBERTYS  AND  PRIVILEGES  GRANTED  BY  His 
ROYAL  HIGHNESS  TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  XEW  YORK  AND  ITS 
DEPENDENCIES. 

(Passed  Oct.  30,  1683.) 

"  For  the  better  establishing  the  Government  of  this  Province  of  New  York,  and 
that  Justice  and  Right  may  bee  equally  done  to  all  persons  within  the  same:  Bee 
it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Councill,  and  Representatives  now  in  general  assembly, 
mett  and  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sumo, 

"  Thatt  the  Supreme  legislative  Authority  under  his  Majesty  and  Royal  Highuesse 
James,  Duke  of  York,  Albany,  etc.  Lord  proprietor  of  the  said  Province,  shall 
forever  be  and  reside  in  a  Governor,  councell  and  the  people,  mett  in  a  generall 
assembly. 


"  Thatt,  according  to  the  usage,  custom,  and  practice  of  the  Realm  of  England, 
a  session  of  a  generall  assembly  bee  held  in  this  Province  once  in  three  years  at 
least. 

"  That  every  Freeholder  within  this  Province,  and  freeman  in  any  Corporacon, 
shall  have  his  free  choice  and  vote  in  the  Electing  of  the  Representatives,  without 
any  manner  of  constraint  or  imposition,  and  that  in  all  Elections  the  Majority  of 
Voices  shall  carry  it,  and  by  freeholders  is  understood  every  one  who  is  so  under 
stood  according  to  the  laws  of  England. 


As  to   Religion: 

"  Thatt  no  person  or  persons,  which  profess  faith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ,  shall 
at  any  time,  be  any  ways  molested,  punished,  disquieted,  or  called  in  question  for 
any  difference  in  opinion  or  matter  of  religious  concernment,  who  do  not  actually 
disturb  the  civill  peace  of  the  Province,  butt  thatt  all  and  every  such  person  or 
persons  may,  from  time,  and  at  all  times  freely  have  and  fully  enjoy,  his  or  their 
judgements  or  consciences  in  matters  of  religion  throughout  all  the  Province,  they 
behaving  themselves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  nott  using  this  liberty  to  Licen- 
tiousnesse,  nor  to  the  civill  Injury  or  outward  disturbance  of  others. 

Provided  always,  Thatt  this  liberty,  or  anything  conteyned  therein  to  the  con 
trary,  shall  never  be  construed  or  improved  to  make  void  the  settlement  of  any 
public  Minister  on  Long  Island,  whether  such  settlement  be  by  two  thirds  of  the 
voices  in  any  Towne  thereon,  which  shall  always  include  the  minor  part;  or  by 
subscriptions  of  perticular  inhabitants  in  said  townes;  Provided,  they  are  the  two 
thirds  thereof:  Butt  thatt  all  such  agreements,  covenants  and  subscriptions  thatt 
are  there  already  made  and  had,  or  thatt  hereafter  shall  be  in  this  manner  con 
sented  to,  agreed  and  subscribed,  shall  att  all  time  and  times  hereafter,  bee  firm 
and  stable: 

And  in  confirmation  hereof,  it  is  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Councell,  and  Repre 
sentatives,  That  all  such  sums  of  money  so  agreed  on,  consented  to,  or  subscribed 
as  aforesaid,  for  maintenance  of  said  public  ministers,  by  the  two  thirds  of  any 
towne  on  Long  Island,  shall  always  include  the  minor  part,  who  shall  bee  regulated 
thereby:  and  also  such  subscriptions  and  agreements  as  are  beforemeuconed,  are 
and  shall  be  always  ratifyed,  performed  and  payed,  and  if  any  towue  of  said. 
Island,  in  their  public  capacity  of  agreement  with  any  such  minister  or  any  per 
ticular  persons,  by  their  private  subscriptions  as  aforesaid,  shall  make  default, 
deny,  or  withdraw  from  such  payments  so  covenanted  to,  agreed  upon,  and  sub 
scribed,  thatt  in  such  case,  upon  complaint  of  any  Collector  appointed  and  chosen 
by  two  thirds  of  such  towne  upon  Long  Island,  unto  any  Justice  of  that  County, 
upon  his  hearing  the  same,  he  Is  hereby  authorized,  empowered,  and  required  to 
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Issu^   out    his    warrant    unto   th nstahle   ..r   hi*   deputy.    «.r   nnr   o-.ht-r   penn.n   ap 

pointed  for  th.-  collection  ,,f  -aid  rates  •  .-.^r.-.-m.-:!!.  t-.  let  y  up..n  the  g.-.-U  an>l 
Chattells  of  said  delinquent  ..r  defaulter,  nil  st:--h  HUUIH  ,,f  money  K.,  .-.,\  ,-nat.'.-.l  tt(1  | 
agreed  to  i>e  paid,  by  dlstn-sse.  wl'h  .-.mm  and  •  hartfe*.  without  any  furihrr  *ult 
In  law.  any  law.  custom  or  usai:-  t-»  t!i.-  c..tjtrary  In  nur  wU,-  n.-iwlihutamlloc: 
Proviik-d  always,  tli-  sal-1  sum  <.r  sum-,  I..-,-  uii-l.-r  f-.rty  nhl!llnjc*.  -.th.-rw  IIM-  to  IK- 
recovered  as  the  law  directs. 

"And  whcn-as  all  tlu-  rojuM-t  Ivi-  I'liristlnn  Cluir<-ln-i  jt«.w  In  ;.:i  •.  .•  within  ih«- 
City  of  Nt-w  York,  and  tin-  otlj.-r  phu-.-s  of  this  Province*.  •!••  npp«*tir  to  JM-  prtt  llrf.^l 
Churclu's,  and  have  ticni  so  fstaldlslu-d  and  contlnm-d  l»y  tin-  f«.rm«T  mitb-irltjr  of 
tills  <Jo\ •••riun«Mit :  !{••••  li  hi-n-liy  cna<-tcd  by  this  pri-ncnt  <;i-n«-rnll  Aim«-n»t>ljr.  an>J 
by  thr>  Authority  thfrt-of.  Tliat  all  tlu-  sal<l  respective  Chrlntlnn  rhur«-hi-*  IK-  hrrrbj 
continued  therein,  and  thatt  they  and  every  of  them  shall  from  hen«-.-f..rth.  forwrr. 
be  holil  and  reputed  as  privileged  <'lmr«-hes.  and  enj".v  nil  their  former  fri-^lotn*-* 
of  their  religion  in  Divine  Worship  and  Ch'ir.-h  IHsdpIln,.;  utxl  thmt  all  former 
contracts  made  and  agreed  »n  for  the  malnt«*nanci-  of  the  ttevt-ral  mlnlatrm  of 
the  said  Churches,  shall  stun. I  and  continue  In  full  fore.-  ami  vt-rtm-.  and  that  all 

contracts   for  the   future   to  be   made,   shall   I f   the  aume  power,   ninl  all   ;.-•:»•.•.* 

that  are  unwilling  to  perform  their  part  of  the  nnld  contrnct.  nhnll  l»f  con  Htm  I  DC*! 
thereunto  by  a  warrant  from  any  Justice  of  the  Pea--.-;  Provide  lit  (».•«•  «nd«-r  f.-rty 
shillings,  or  otherwise,  as  the  law  direct*;  Provided  nUo.  Thnt  nil  oth«-r  «'hr1«tlan 
Churches  that  shall  hereafter  come  and  settle  within  thU  Province,  nhall  have  the 
same  privilege*. 


Charter  In   Revised   Ijiwa,   IMS,   II:   Appendix   Hi.   rl;   Muiuu-irn  Annul*  Albany.   IT. 
52-39;   lirodhead's  N.    Y.   11.  060 -»3»J1. 


CHASSIS  OF  AMSTKKDAM. 
Correspondence  from  Aincrif-a. 

Rev.  Ilonrv  Solyns    to    the    Class 

16S3.      xxi.  L'T." -  «',.      Kxtracts,  Mints.  ..f  Syno.l  ..f  North  1I«>1 
land,  1»5^1,  Art.   11.      Kxtrarts  in  Murphy's  Anth..l«»iry 
Xothorland,  1  <>:}- KM',:  Another  Translation. 

Reverend  Sirs  ami  Worthy  lln-tlm-ii  in  the  1 

I  have  already  written  to  y..u  in   n-fm-nc.-  t<>  in\ 

the  condition  of  the  church  over  which  I  am  plac.-d, 

rival  of  Domine  D.-llius.  I  was  sorry  to  re<-rivc  n.. 

from  yon,  yet   it    is  imj-ossihle  for  me  t"  n.^l,-,-t   th. 

once  I  have  l.e-un  with  you.     I  inijrht  forir-t  my  rik'lit  l»m«l 

you  —  never. 

I  have  exerted  myself  to  the  utmust  of  , 

the  welfare  of  my  church.      I   have  nev.-r  yrt  ..mittr.l  to  pn-aoh 
55 
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twice  on  a  Sabbath  and  once  each  Wednesday.  Inasmuch  as  my 
audiences  continually  increased,  how  could  my  zeal  decrease? 
Among  my  hearers  I  found  more  unlearned  people,  (lit.  laymen), 
than  teachers.  To  provide  against  receiving  such  into  church 
membership  as  are  hardly  yet  acquainted  with  the  elements  of 
Christian  truth,  I  instituted  a  regular  course  of  catechetical  in 
struction  with  the  Compendium  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and 
had  about  one  hundred  youth  in  the  class.  This  is  gone  through 
with  every  three  months.  Those  who  are  deemed  qualified  by 
their  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  who  give  evidences  of  piety  are 
then  admitted.  This  plan  is  very  profitable  to  the  church  at  large, 
is  satisfactory  to  the  Consistory,  and  a  comfort  to  my  own  soul. 

Numerous  complaints  and  difficulties  which  had  already  existed 
too  long,  and  which  had  arisen  before  my  arrival,  have  been  ad 
justed  and  removed.  Church  discipline  had  "been  greatly  neg 
lected;  but  to  avoid  condemnation  at  the  last  day,  it  has  now 
been  exercised  with  fidelity  and  holy  zeal.  Several  have  been 
placed  under  discipline  with  a  view  to  produce  amendment  of 
life.  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  in  reference  to  provision  for 
my  necessities.  My  congregation  is  now  engaged  in  building  me 
a  large  house,  wholly  of  stone  and  three  stories  high.  It  is  built 
on  the  foundation  of  unmerited  love.  I  have  not  suffered  the 
neighboring  rural  districts  to  be  neglected,  although  the  care  of 
them  all  is  too  much  for  one  person  to  attend  to.  I  have  preached 
in  these  places  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  administering  the  com 
munion,  preaching  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  (after  communion), 
ordaining  Consistories,  etc.  Although  such  services  are  very  bur 
densome,  yet  I  increasingly  experience  that  God's  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  my  weakness. 

Domine  Peter  Daille,  formerly  Professor  at  Salmurs,  (Saumur, 
France,)  has  become  my  colleague.  He  exercises  his  ministry  in 
the  French  church  here.  He  is  full  of  zeal,  learning  and  piety. 
Exiled  for  the  sake  of  his  religion,  he  now  devotes  himself  here 
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to  the  cause  of  Christ  with  untiring  energy.  Rev.  John  (iordon, 
has  come  over  from  England,  to  perform  service  for  the  English. 
His  English  service  is  after  my  morning  service.  and  tin-  French 
service  is  after  my  afternoon  service.  Mr.  Dunghan  (Donpan) 
our  new  Governor,  has  at  last  arrived.  He  has  informed  me  and 
my  Consistory  that  his  orders  from  the  Duke  are  to  allow  full 
liberty  of  conscience.  His  Excellency  is  a  person  «.f  knowledge, 
refinement  and  modesty.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a 
call  from  him,  and  I  have  the  privilege  of  calling  on  him  when 
ever  1  desire.  What  measures  may  IIP  adopted  for  the  welfare 
of  our  land  and  church  will  appear  at  the  approaching  meeting 
of  the  (civil)  Assembly,  which  will  be  convened  to  enact  laua 
appropriate  for  us  and  our  posterity. 

The   Homines  Schaats  at   New  Albany.   Van  /uuren  on   I>.ng 
Island  and  AVeeksteen  at  Esopus,  are  all  in  good  health,  and  pn-se- 
cute  the  ministry  of  Christ  with  diligence.      I  welcomed  Doininc 
Dcllius,  whom  you  sent   over  for  service  in  the  church 
Albany,  with  all  friendship  in  my  own  houx-  until         d«-pai 
to  his  destination.     He  bad  carried  his  point  of  having  his  sala 
raised    to    nine   hundred    iWins,   Holland    currency, 
not  accomplished  this,  he  resolved  to  come  down.  ( 

1  was  requested   by  the  c.ommisM«niers  and 
Schenectady  to  call   Domine  Tessdieninaker  to  the  mini.-try 
that  church.      He  had  been  dismi.-sed   from     his 
Castle.     Although  we  made  out  a  formal  call,  with  a  salary, 
was  signed  by  the  (oilicers  of  the)  above  mentioned 
we  labored  with  all  cur  ability  to  induce  him  to  ; 
like  telling  a  story  to  a  deaf  man.     !!«•  had  ii.v 
Staten  Island.      Ho  had  been  called  there  at  my 
the  call  was  approved  by  us  all  on  condition  of  his 
Formula*  of  Unity.     This  he  only  finally  did  at   tin 
quests  of  Dominen  Van  Zuuren,  Schaats  and  myself, 
my  Consistory.     He  had  undergone  hi*  final  i-xami 
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ministry  of  the  church  at  South  Paver,  before  my  arrival  in  the 
country;  but  on  account  of  the  want  of  the  said  Formula:-  of  Unity 
at  that  time,  his  subscription  to  them  had  not  then  been  secured. 

In  the  meantime  the  sheriff  of  Schenectady  came  down  with  a 
letter,  which  I  enclose,  to  obtain  a  minister,  if  possible,  for  one 
hundred  beavers,  or  five  hundred  guilders,  Holland  currency. 
This  was  to  be  his  annual  salary.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  that 
church  to  raise  more.  I  have  thought  best  to  forward  the  letter 
to  you,  in  the  hope  that  you  would  be  enabled  thereby  to  make 
some  beginning  towards  supplying  that  church,  by  mentioning 
this  to  whosoever  may  be  called. 

At  Xew  Castle,  where  Domine  Coelman  was  called,  every 
thing  remains  quiet.  A  sermon  is  read  on  the  Sabbath  days,  but 
the  people  are  too  few  to  support  a  minister.  Several  of  the  in 
habitants  have  already  moved  away,  especially  those  of  consider 
able  means.  With  the  arrival  and  government  of  Hon.  William 
Penn,  great  changes  are  taking  place.  His  Honor,  who  is  a  very 
eloquent  man,  preaches,  and  delivers  very  learned  sermons.  I 
would  not  advise  anyone  to  come  over  as  minister  there  (at  Xew 
Castle)  amid  the  uncertainties  of  these  present  waves  of  en 
thusiasm. 

The  Church  in  Kew  England  is  in  a  better  condition.  At 
Harvard  there  is  a  college  from  which  go  forth  much  learning  and 
many  learned  men.  This  appears  from  the  accompanying  list  (or 
catalogue).*  Domine  Caleb,  an  Indian,  is  a  minister  among  the 
Indians.  At  Boston,  the  capital  of  Xew  England,  are  four  min 
isters.  I  have  been  welcomed  by  them  in  a  written  communica 
tion,  and  have,  exceptis  excipiendis,  *  *  (exceptions 

*  (Mr.  Brodhead  has  written  in  pencil,  on  the  outside  of  the  original  of  this  letter 
"  There  was  a  Catalogue  of  Harvard  College  graduates  from  1642-1681,  accom 
panying  this  letter,  when  I  received  it  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  1841  ". 
J.  II.  B.  It  is  now  missing  June  .">,  18G.">. —  Murphy  says  in  his  Anthology,  note  on 
page  105,  that  this  Catalogue,  being  the  only  one  in  existence,  was  presented  to 
Harvard  College). 
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being  made.)  tin-,  right  hand  of  fellowship  from  tin  ID.  In 
reference  to  the  subject  of  bapti.-u:.  they  approximate  to  the 
Presbyterians. 

By  information  from  letters  <.f  I),  mine  V.-sliuyl  (  V.-.-ktiyl?) 
and  passengers  from  Curacoa,  it  appears  that  tlie  church  is  doing 
well,  but  that  several,  on  account  of  the  decline  of  commerce 
there,  are  inclined  to  come  and  settle  here.  No  ships  this  year 
have  been  to  Suriname.  This  prevents  us  giving  you  any  infor 
mation  about  the  church  there.  Our  vessels  coming  fr-»m  Mada 
gascar,  stopped  at  the  Cape  of  (iood  Hope;  but  your  Kev.  Body 
receives  intelligence  by  letter  directly  from  that  place,  in  con 
nection  with  the  letters  from  the  Fast  Indies. 

Finally  I  commend  myself  and  mv  services  to  vour  remem 
brance  and  prayers;  and  yourselves,  individually,  and  your  Kev. 
Assembly  to  Clod's  providence,  protection  and  guidance.  I  re 
quest  regular  correspondence  as  opportunity  may  otTer. 

Your  obedient  brother, 

ilenricus  Selvns. 


TS  CHAU<;K  A<;AI.\ST  A  LAHAIHST. 

H;S:;,  Oct.  :n. 

Declaration  of  a  phy.-ician  and  certain  suriieon-  on  the  case  < 
Peter  Sluiter,  who  calls  himself  Dr.  Yor.-tnian.  and 
home,  at  Wieworden,  t«.  come  and  practi-.-  hi-  art  a.-  a   Doctor  in 
this    congregation  —  (the    Dutch    Church    of    New    \  ork. 
A.  35,  of  English  Translation. 

Postmortem  Kxamination.      Statement 

AYe,    the    undesigned,   a    Doctor   of    Medi«-ine<.   and    Surgeon*, 
being  directed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to 
Jan  dorter,  mate  of  the  .-hip  New  York,  who  died  1:      night  about 
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twelve  o'clock,  at  the  house  of  Cornelia  de  Peyster,  found  the 
same  all  over  broken  out  with  blue  and  violet  from  head  to  foot, 
especially  on  the  breast,  belly  and  back,  where,  if  scratched  in 
the  least  with  the  nails,  the  epidermis  would  come  off  the  skin,  a 
clear  proof  of  corruption. 

Dr.  \rorstman,  who  had  treated  the  patient,  being  called  on  for 
the  reasons  of  his  course,  said  that  he  had  found  the  patient  in 
bed,  complaining  that  for  four  days  he  had  had  the  "  Bord  ";  still 
it  was  now  over,  in  his  opinion,  and  he  began  to  sit  up;  that  he, 
Vorstman,  had  given  him  a  pill  about  as  large  as  a  pea,  consisting 
of  two  thirds  of  an  ace  of  opium  purum,  and  the  rest  of  saffron, — 
so  he  said  —  and  another  cordial,  a  spoonful  to  be  taken  at  a  time. 

Remarks. 

From  the  narrative  of  those  who  were  in  the  house,  as  well  as 
of  others  who  were  summoned  by  us,  it  seems  that  the  patient 
became  from  time  to  time  oppressed,  not  being  able  to  utter  any 
words  without  great  pain,  until  at  last,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
the  oppmssion  became  so  severe  through  constant  convulsions, 
that  within  an  hour's  time,  he  died. 

From  this  account,  we  are  to  consider  two  points: 

(1)  Should  the  opium  have  been  used  in  such  a  case? 

(2)  Was  the  quantity,  two-thirds  of  an  aes  (spelled  as  before, 
with  saffron,  sufficient  to  produce  such  a  result. 

As  to  the  first,  we  say:  that  since  the  patient,  by  the  great  and 
violent  retching  arid  stooling  was  so  weakened,  all  possible  means 
were  required  to  revive  and  strengthen  him,  and  that  the  means 
used,  being  only  stupifying,  were  inappropriate. 

As  to  the  second  —  It  is  impossible  that  so  small  a  quantity 
could  produce  so  great  and  frightful  a  result;  and  either  a  great 
quantity,  or  something  else  must  have  been  used.  For  this  per 
son  a  few  davs  before  had  his  health  reasonably  well,  so  much  so, 
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that  his  brother-in-law  declares  that  he  >ai,|  .lurini:  the  p:,<,  w,^k 
tll;"    1">   1""1    ««'t  in   a    |,,,,,r  ,5lm.  ,,,„„.   ,,,  ,„.,,    fiif  ,i(.kmvv, 
Done   at    New    Vi.rk,   (  )rt.    :;i.    Ids;;. 
Signed   |»\ 

•'"liaiiui.-    K.Tl'l.yl,    Mr.li.-al    l),*-t,.r. 
T.    d<<    Lan-e 
Isaac1   I  >auv 
Ilnrtiiuin    \\V--eU    ' 
(J.  .!<•   I-'MI-.-T 
(Jerrit    van   'I'ridit    | 
Huns    Kicrsit-.j.- 
Airrccinu;  with    tin-  i.riiima!, 

1  1  rn  rv    Sdvn-. 

I  'I'ln-  Peter  Sluiter,  nr  S,-hlii\  t.-r,  alias  Dr.  Vor.-inan  or  V-.rst- 
i"!U>.  ^'a>  one  i.f  tlie  Laha.li^t  inis>imiaries,  wh-.  f<>innli«<l  N.-w 
Bohemia,  in  ('ceil  cminJy,  .\|.|.  S.-t-  Sluytn-  an>l  I  >.ink<T'-  'I'.-nr. 
J«;7!»:  also  Murphy1..  Aiitlmln.ry,  ;»  j  jjs.  , 


Tlif  I'.-iiti.iii  .l.-s.  rll.i-s  Hi.-  f.-nii.-!-  |irlv||»-:r«'s  .-iij-'y-'l  l«y  tli.-  |  .....  |.|.-.  •m.-K-.-.t.  th.it 
tin-  City  I,.-  ,|i\i,|,-,l  int.,  six  wjinls.  an,  I  |,.,\v  th-  .llfT.-r.-i.l  ..lll.-tiil-.  ar-  l»  I..-  ap 
point.  -.1.  It  i^  sj^n.-.l  |,y  Willl.iin  l'..-..kni:in.  .|.ih:iiiin-«  Van  Itnu'li.  J-lm  I.a  w  n-u.-»-. 
I'i.-l.T  Jar,,  I,  Marins.  .Ia>.  (Jiali.un.  <  •..nn-lliiH  Sl.-.-nwy.-k.  \  ll.i\;ir.| 

'I'li.-s,-   w.-n-   :tll    iii.-inl...|>    ,,f   Hi.-    hiit.li   Clntf.li    .-\.-.-|.t    <;r:ih.mi.        <'.,|     |  .....     N.    V 

Hi.  :{,-{7. 


Pj-i'l'iTHj.N    OF    NAIII:    UAKI-.I:    SI:M;.    A«.A;N-I     Hi  IN..    I'IM,.   i«»i: 

I  >KI  \<-  I  \«.      IloM  |.      I|[>     (  ).\     ON      A      St.N].\\  .      I'!  I  «   . 

To  th.-   KU'ht    H'.II.  .r.-il.l.-  <•.,;    Tli.  .11.  i-  l>.,nk':in  I.i.-'ii.-n.int   «.  -..|.  r  i.:.  lc-.t«: 

Hk'Im.-sH.-    .,f    N,-w    V..ik.-   ••!.•. 

Tli.-    liiiiiil.li-    iMiitioti    ..f    N.,tli.-ni.  :i    Ituk.-r   S.-nr.    of    I',--!,        ;  • 


That   In  .Jim.-  KM'.    V,,iu-   I'.-t  |.  ,,I,.T  l..-ln«  fln.-.l  l.»    i  In-  «'..nrt   ..!  ..ti»  th.-n  h-14 

at    S,.iitli.,l.l    tli.-  sum     >f  f.-rly    -lilllliik^   :ni'l   '-MSI-  --f   «1,,,irt.    wlii-!, 
to    nine    poiin.ls    llir.-.-    sliillln^s   an.  I    tin.-.-    |..-n<-«-.    M  hi.  li    >..nr   jM-Mt|.      T    |.«l.|.    MA* 
aho   fori-l    to   riit.-r  Int..  I*.,  ml   f..r  hi*  k""-<l   I..-IKU  l-.ur  tin    I  If  l»-ti.  :i 
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pounds  sterling)  (ill  the  month  of  March  following,  only  for  bringing  home  an  ox 
of  his  on  the  Sunday,  which  the  day  before  lire  vent  for  but  could  not  find,  so 
was  obliged  to  tarry  out  till  the  next  day  and  having  (hen  found  him  brought  him 
to  his  house:  which  said  bond  of  your  petitioners,  without  any  processe  against 
him  or  warning  to  answer  for  himself,  the  Court  aforesaid  have  adjudged  to  be 
forfeited,  pretending  some  difference  to  have  been  between  your  petitioner  and  his 
wife,  and  that  your  petitioner  should  have  struck  or  kicked  her  by  reason  whereof 
without  any  legall  proceeding  they  have  condemned  your  petitioner  to  pay  the 
said  sume  twenty  pounds  sterling,  and  have  issued  out  execution  against  his 
Estate  for  the  same:  By  which  your  petitioner  finding  hiniselfe  agrieved  and  as 
hee  thinks  very  much  wronged, —  Therefore  humbly  prayes. 

That  your  Honor  taking  into  consideration  the  illegality  of  the  proceedings 
against  him.  the  smallnesse  Cif  any)  of  the  first  fault,  (upon  which  the  bond  afore 
said  was  given,)  and  the  true  meritt  of  his  case,  will  be  pleased  to  reverse  the 
said  sentence,  adjudged  against  him.  or  give  him  such  other  reliefe  as  your  Honor 
in  your  Judicious  and  grave  judgement,  shall  find  agreeable  with  Right  equity  and 
Justice. 

And   as    in    Duty   bound    hee  shall    ever  pray,   etc. 

Endorsed.  December  23,   1683. 

This  petition  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  on  the  bridge.  Captain  Brockholls, 
Mr.  Lucas  Sauten  present,  and  then  ordered  to  write  to  them  of  ye  Court  of  Ses 
sions  at  Southold  to  appear  before  the  Governor  and  Council  on  the  second  Monday 
of  March  next  to  show  cause  for  their  proceedings. 

May  ye  5th  1684. 

The  petition  of  Nathanael  Baker  Senr.  read.  Capt.  Young  and  Mr.  Arnold  present 
in  behalf  of  ye  Court  of  Sessions  was  referred  to  law. —  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  212,  213. 


ORDER   FOR  A  THANKSGIVING  DAY.     LIB.   A.   37. 

The  clay  of  special  Thanksgiving,  Fasting  and  Prayer  for  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Xow  York,  to  be  held  January 
6,  1684. 

Since  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  God,  in  his  undeserved  compas 
sion,  to  preserve  this  land  and  city  and  church  during  this  past 
year  and  many  preceding  years  from  all  misfortune,  and  has 
guarded  ns  against  all  dangers,  known  and  unknown,  notwith 
standing  other  nations  and  churches  were  visited  with  the  sword 
of  righteous  judgments  and  Fatherly  chastisements;  and  especially 
to  bless  ns  with  all  prosperity,  through  evangelical  preaching  and 
desired  intercourse  on  land  and  sea:  This  church,  to  avoid  the 
reproach  of  ingratitude,  desires  to  begin  the  year  and  to  continue 
it  with  sincere  evidences  of  gratitute;  and  particularly,  since  cer 
tain  ones  have  sought  to  disturb  some  of  the  simple  minded  — 
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God  help  us  —  and  to  en-nure  them  by  fciirm-d  pi«-ty  an, I  am 
biguous  words:  \\V.  in  .irdi-r  to  piv-«T\v  our-clvr-.  and  t«»  save 
God's  honor  and  his  Chun-li.  j..in  prayer  and  -elf  aha-em«-nt,  with 
our  aforesaid  thanksgiving. 

Wherefore,  the  Consistory  of  this  coimrepiti«.n  have  resolved 
for  themselves  ami  the  llo.-k  committed  to  them.  t«.  apjM.int  tlio 
coming  day  of  rest.  .January  »;.  1UM.  as  a  -pecial  •lav  ..f  Thank- 
giving,  Fasting  and  Prayer;  for  th««  jmrp«»M-  ,,f  thanking  God  f,>r 
his  undeserved  compassion,  and  at  the  same  time  to  humhle  our 
selves  liefore  the  Most  High,  ami  entreat  him  witli  loyal  and 
earnest  prayers,  to  preserve  his  Royal  Maje>ty  of  (ireat  Britain 
(Charles  II)  to  bless  the  Duk<-  of  York.  (.lames,  afterward  .lame* 
II),  and  his  Governor,  (Thos.  I)oniran,  (lov.  t»f  \»-\v  ^ork)  who 
has  come  in  health  to  this  province,  and  to  spare  his  Church, 
bought  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  that  it  may  not  IK-  overtaken 
with  pride  and  increasing  unrighteousness  within,  m»r  by  schisms 
and  soul  destroying  doctrines  from  without;  also  to  implore  that 
here,  as  elsewhere,  his  wrath  may  not  be  poured  out  ujxtn  our  sin« 
and  worldly  transgressions. 

To  the  attainment  of  this  end,  we  commend  t«»  the  whole  con 
gregation  without  distinction  that  day  to  keep  from  food  and 
from  servile  work. 

Actum  New  York,  in  our  ecclesiastical  meetinL'.  IVcembrr  :IO, 
1683. 

In  the  name  and  by  authority  of  .-aid  Consistory, 

Henry  Si-lyn-.  Mini-ter. 

P.oele    Iioclofs7.ni     <     J.'|,J,.r^ 

Nicholas  Ilavard      * 
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LABADISTS. 

1676-1683.  Abstracts  of  various  Synodical  Acts  and  resolutions 
touching  Jacob  Coalman,  taken  ad  notam,  as  before.  Lib.  A. 
pp.  47-50  of  Eng.  Trans,  of  Mints,  of  Ch.  of  X.  Y. 

1.  The  Synod  of  Utrecht,  1676,  Art.  44.     Coelman  had  come 
to  dwell  in  Eriesland,  and  had  preached  there.     The  Classis  ad 
monished  the  churches  to  keep  him  out  of  their  pulpits. 

2.  The  Synod  of  South  Holland  at  Dort,  1676.     "  The  church 
of  Rotterdam  and  the  Classis  of  Schlieland  gave  information  that 
Domine  Coelman  was  excluded  from  the  city  by  an  Act  of  the 
Magistrates.     Hereupon  the  Deputies  were  thanked,  and  the  Con 
sistory  of  Rotterdam  and  the  Classis  of  Schlieland  were  enjoined, 
together  with  the  Deputati  Synodi  ". 

3.  The  Synod  of  South  Holland  at  Delft,  1677.     "  Touching 
Domine  Coelman,  he  was  excluded  from  the  city,  and  had  already 
departed  ".     The  Correspondent  from  Utrecht  testified  that  the 
Synod  of  Utrecht  had  forbidden  him  their  pulpits.    Similar  words 
came  from  Erisia.     In  all  this,  this  Christian  Synod  rejoices,  and 
recognizes  a  special  providence.     God  was  purging  his  garden  of 
its  weeds.     They  communicated  their  action  by  correspondence 
with  the  other  Synods,  and  enjoined  their  Classes  "  to  inquire 
carefully,  by  their  visitors  or  some  other  suitable  means,  where 
and  by  whom  any  private  meeting,  catechizing  or  any  other  sort 
of  service,  conflicting  with  the  Synodical  resolutions,  may  be  main 
tained,  so  as  to  act  efficaciously  against  it." 

4.  The  Synod  of  South  Holland,  at  Leyden,  1678.     Nothing 
occurred  at  this  session  concerning  Coelman.     At  the  Hague  both 
the  Nobility  and  the  Magistrates  had  been  very  watchful  and 
would  continue  so.     The  Synod  charged  their  Deputati  and  all 
their  Classes  to  guard  against  the  encouragement  of  error. 

1  The  Synod  of  South  Holland  at  Gouda,  1679.— It  was  said 
that  Coelman  at  different  places  sought  to  set  forth  his  schismati- 
cal  views.  All  parties  were  enjoined  to  watch  against  him. 


<"•• 
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,•/;•":       II"IIa"11-  "• Kiii "^- <-i » 

had    held  llis   Si(    MeenV*  in  different   p,, „..„,,    ^ 

Midde  *  '"'''••         "'"""'""' "'"'  "!'"'r "'  in  ''"'  va"ai"  '•1"'r'-1'  ut 

*.                       ''  S'M""  '  rct'ar(IlIIP  I  his  as  MII  evil  .-sample,  ear 
nestly  warned  the  respective  Classes  ,„  «...  ,,,,  :.  ,  ,„„  ,,r 

ngam.  And  since  it  is  nnders,,,,,,]  fr,,m  til(.  ^^  ,.,  ^.^ 
brethren  that  the  said  Coehnan  seeks  to  n,,,ke  ,h,  .,.rvi,,..  ,'.f  ,,,e 
brethren  fruitless,  and  to  pvc  t},,.  „„,„!, rs  ,.f  ,1,,.  ,.),„,,,,„,  „„ 
uncharitable  judgement  of  ,!„.,„.  ,l,,K  resistinp  the  Church  Order 
of  this  land,  all  the  Classes  an,!  especially  ,h,*e  where  !„  ,..„, 
his  evil  st,,l,  are  admonished  .,,  wa.,-h  ..,,,i,..,  |lim  „„.,  ,,;.  ,.„„. 
venticles  ". 

7.  The    Synod   of    South     Holland,    at     KoJlcrd,    1GM>.— The 
Deputati  exhorted  to  watch. 

8.  rn,e  Synod  of  Xorth   Holland,  at   Alkmaer,   ir,M».       »  Si,lcc 
it   appears   that  Jacob    Coelman    appears  in   vari.-us    places   and 
travels  from  one  place  to  another  to  hold  conventicles,  and  to  ,ji,. 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  members,  giving  them  an  evil  in,,.n— i-n 
of  their  lawful   teachers,   the   re>pective  Classes  arc  enjoined   to 
guard  carefully  against  this.      Likewise  the  bn-rhn-n  of  Am>i.-r- 
dam  and  of  some  other  Classes   <_rave  inf..r;i:ation  of  their  faith 
ful  endeavors  already  in  this  direction  ". 

9.  The  Synod  of  South   Holland  at    ( lorin.-hen,    lOl.--Sin.-e 
Coelman  preaches  in  (ielderland.  our  «  (-mmi'tee  on  C«.rn>jM.i.d- 
ence   are    requested    to   induce    the    <  iher    Svni.d-    to   a«-t    in    ui.i- 
formity  with  us. 

10.  Synod  of  Xorth   Holland,  at   Harlem.    !<;>!.-     Speaking  -f 
the  Labadists,  especially  Koeiman,  it  app'-ared   from  various  n- 
ports,   that  they  were  gradually  declining  in  our  churches.  au«l 
that  Koeiman  shows  himself  here  and  there  with  a  verv  small  f«»l- 
lowing;  still,  it  is  important  to  be  watchful. 

Similar  action  occurs  in  seven  other  Svnods  held  at  different 
places  and  times.  Coelman  is  represented  a-  prea<>hing  here  und 
there,  and  care  is  enjoined  as  above.  JO  l-w.'5. 
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"  In  the  latter  part  of  1679,  two  speaking  brothers,  as  they  were 
called,  of  the  followers  of  John  de  Labadie,  came  from  Wiewaard 
in  Friesland  to  New  York  on  a  tour  of  exploration  for  a  place  to 
found  a  colony  of  that  sect.  After  traveling  over  Long  Island  and 
Staten  Island,  up  the  North  River  to  Albany  and  eastward  to 
Boston,  and  traversing  New  Jersey  and  along  the  Delaware,  they 
finally  determined  upon  a  site  in  Maryland,  where  they  actually 
formed  a  settlement  on  the  Manor  of  Augustine  Hermans,  called 
New  Bohemia.  In  order  to  aid  this  settlement  they  sought  prose 
lytes  in  New  Amsterdam.  The  Labadists  professed  the  doctrines 
of  the  Dutch  Church,  but  adopted  some  peculiarities  more  of 
practice  than  faith,  and  very  dissimilar  to  those  of  the  shaking 
Quakers  of  modern  times.  These  two  brethren  spent  much  of 
their  time  in  New  York,  from  whence  they  made  their  journeys 
of  observation  of  the  country,  and  where,  in  fact,  they  obtained 
the  members  of  their  new  community.  A  son  of  Augustine  Her 
mans  residing  in  New  York  was  one  of  their  principal  converts, 
and  through  him  they  obtained  the  lands  in  Cecil  county,  Mary 
land,  where  they  finally  settled  ".  Murphy's  Anthology,  94-98. 
See  also  Selyns'  letter,  October  28,  1682. 

1683. 

This  Jacobus  Coelman  was  of  Sluys  in  Flanders.  He  embraced 
the  doctrines  of  the  Labadists.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the 
church  at  New  Castle  called  him;  for  there  Sluyter  and  Danckers 
had  secured  a  controlling  influence.  Coelman,  however,  did  not 
come.  About  this  time  he  renounced  Labadism.  He  published  in 
1683  an  exposure  of  its  errors  in  a  work  entitled,  "  Historical 
Account  of  the  Labadists." 
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ENGLISH  Jus  TITS  IN   XKW  YCMCK  I"M»KK  (luv.  DO.NOAN. 

1683. 

Governor  Dongan  really  intended  to  >cnd  H>IW  Knglifh  Jesuit* 
as  missionaries  to  the  Caughnawagas,  if  thev  would  remove  into 
English  territory  near  Saratoga.  A  certain  Roman  Catal^gu**  «>f 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  shows  that  the  following  Knglifh  Jesuit-* 
were  in  New  York  in  Pongan's  time: 

Father  Thomas  Harvey,  S.  J.,  l>orn  in  London  lfi,'».r»,  l>ecame  a 
Jesuit,  1055,  was  in  New  York.  lt',*3-90;  Kiln;-,  in  Maryland, 
1690-90;  1697-1719,  died. 

Father  Charles  (lap-.  S.  .1.,  labored  at  Norwich,  Kngland,  in 
the  reiirn  of  .lames  J  I  ;  in  NVw  ^  c>rk.  168(5-7. 

Father  Henry  Harrison,  b.  1632;  became  a  .Irsuit  Hirii1:  in 
New  York,  UJs:,.  die*l  iTnl. —  See  !>«-.  Hi-t.  N.  Y.  iii.  (-Ito 
ed.)  715. 

niMTisn   CHAPLAINS   IN    Ni.w   Y«»KK. 

Itev.  John  (lordoi!.  K',^.",,  \\as  suci-i-<-di-d  by  KI-V.  ,I«i.-ia-  Chirk«-, 
who  was  ci.mmi.-Moned  June  H'»,  1  •'»>•!.  and  n-rved  two  year.-..  iu 
appears  by  the  certificate  in  New  York  C<»lonial  Manuscripts, 
xxxiii,  dated  October  7,  lOsT,.  He  was  Mircccdrd  l»y  licv.  Alex 
ander  Tunes,  whose  eommi.ssion  bears  date,  April  L'<).  1 OO. 
of  Deeds,  viii,  i:i,  31,  39.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  41.".. 

KAKI.Y  I'KKSHYTKKIANISM  IN  AMI:I:I«  A. 

Kr\.   Francis  MaKemie. 

1683-1706. 

He  was  the  or<rani/.fr  of  1'resl'yterianism  i 
1670  and  10SO,  lartre  numbers  of  Presbyterian* 
from    the  north   of   Ireland.      Their  leading   men  kept   up  < 
spondence  with  the  home  ehurd.es.     The  I'rc.bytery  of  \MI 
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Ireland,  was  besought  to  send  over  a  minister.  MaKemie  was 
selected.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  studied  in  Glasgow 
University  1675-6;  was  licensed  to  preach,  1681,  and  was  or 
dained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Laggan  1682,  to  go  to  America.  lie 
arrived  in  1()83.  lie  traveled  through  all  the  colonies.  He  or 
ganized  Presbyterian  churches  at  Kehoboth  and  Snow  Hill  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland. 

In  1704  he  returned  to  Groat  Britain  to  secure  aid  for  the 
American  Churches.  The  ministers  of  London  agreed  to  sup 
port  two  men  for  two  years.  He  returned  to  America  in  1705, 
bringing  with  him  John  Hampton  and  George  Macnish. 

Rev.  Jedediah  Andrews  was  already  a  Presbyterian  Minister 
in  Philadelphia,  having  been  ordained  there  in  1701.  His  prede 
cessor  was  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  who  had  been  sent  there  by 
-the  Boston  ministers.  In  1700  there  wrere  three  Presbyterian 
ministers  in  Delaware,  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  Scotch  Presby 
terian,  Stobo,  in  South  Carolina.  There  were  also  at  this  time 
probably  several  Scotch  Presbyterian  pastors  over  congregational 
churches  in  New  England. 

There  were  many  groups  of  Presbyterians  scattered  through 
the  country,  ready  to  be  organized  into  churches.  The  ministers 
needed  support  and  sympathy  from  one  another.  An  occasion 
soon  arose  to  bring  them  together.  John  Boyd  was  to  be  ordained 
as  pastor  at  Freehold,  X.  J.  This  ordination  took  place  on  De 
cember  29,  1706. —  Two  pages  of  the  oldest  record  are  lost. — 
Hence  it  is  difficult  to  decide  who  called  the  meeting,  and  whether 
they  adopted,  formally,  the  Westminster  Confession.  Probably 
MaKemie  was  the  leading  spirit.  Boyd  or  the  people  wrote, 
asking  how  the  ordination  was  to  be  obtained.  This  brought 
about  the  meeting  and  thus  the  First  Presbytery  was  formed. 

In  1717  the  Presbytery  divided  itself  into  four  Presbyteries, 
and  formed  a  Synod.  In  1788  the  Synod  divided  itself  into  two 
Synods,  and  the  General  Assembly  was  constituted. 

That  first  Presbytery  of  1706,  at  the  ordination  of  Boyd  con- 
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sisted  of  Revs.  Francis  MaK-mii-.  J,d,diah  Andr,w,.  .I,,hn  Hamp- 
ton.  George  Mannish.  John  Wils,,,,  ;,nd  Xathana.-l  Tayl,,r. 

MaKeinio  died  in  170s.  <  >n  January  in.  171,7.  ]M.  pn-arhed  in 
the  house  of  u  Mr.  ,la.-k>..n  in  X,w  Y,,rk  City.  without  prrmi.o 
simi  of  Governor  Cornl.iiry.  F-.r  thU  h,.  xva<  am-n-d  and  tri-d. 
^luKomiu  beat  the  lawyers  at  every  p,,int,  an.l  tho  jury  a.-.jiiitted 
him:  Imt  the  court  made  him  pay  th«-  costs,  aUut  *H)  dollars. 
C-.nihury  had  borrowed  the  I'n-sl.yterian  parsonage  in  17<H.».  and 
then  turned  it  over  to  the  Kpisropalians. 

GOVERNOR  DOXGA.N'S  RKIMWT  o.\  THK  ST.VTK  <»K  THK  PROVINCE, 

ETC. 

As  TO  KKM«;n>.t. 

ia§4. 


(Abstract  and  Kxtract.i     The   Laws  in   for--  nr>-  the  Ijiw*  culled  his   Koyal   Hl«h 
«.sea   Law*  (The  Duke's  Laws)  and   ih-   A.-U  ,.f  th-  <;cn-ral  Aa*«*uil>ljr.   the  tno«t 

of   which.    I   presume  your   Lordship*   hav n.    nnd   the   re*t    I    now   »-nd   orcr  by 

Mr.  Sprag.  etc.  p.  SUii. 

He    r-icr->    io    the    n-c— .sity.    in    .-rd-r    to   preserve   the    Il-av.-r   and    IVltry    tra-lr. 
to  erect  forts  on  the  I».-lawure  and  Sus.iuehnnnah.  nnd  <>n  the  <;r-nt   I^ikr.  to  •^.-ur«- 

the  English  right  to  I  li untry  in  opposition   to  th-  Kr-n.-h.     Th-   Kn-n«-b  had  had 

"  Fathers  "  living  among  the  distant  Indians  more  than  twenty  yearn;  alx>  an>«n< 
the  Five  Nations  In  New  York,  and  had  converted  ninny  of  them,  and  »\\  hun  lr«*d 
or  seven  hundred  of  them  had  gon-  off  to  <'anada.  I>»ngan  had  protul»-d  to  fit* 
them  a  piece  of  laml  call-d  S-rachtague.  on  the  Hudson,  forty  mile*  Bi,.,\-  Attiany. 
ami  to  send  them  priests,  and  build  them  a  church.  These  Indian*  have-  ten  or 
twelve  Castles  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other,  and  there  were  ne-*l-d  thr«^ 
traveling  priests,  and  others  to  live  with  the  Christian  Indlaim.  This  would  destroy 
the  French  pretence  to  the  country,  and  th-  French  priest*  would  return  t<»  Canada 
Tag-  31)4. 

"The    principal    Towns    within    this    <  iovernm^nt .    nr-    N-w    Y-,rk.    Albany    and 
Kingston    at    Ksopus.      All    the    rest    nr- 

York  and   Albany  are  generally  of  stone  and   brick.      In   the  , 

mostly    new    built,    having    two   or    thr-e    rooms   <m    a    fl.M.r       Th-    lnii-h    arr   froal 
Improvers  of  land.     New   York  and  Albany   IU--  wholly  up.-n  tr.td-  with  th«-  Indlao*. 
Kngland    nnd    the    West    In<lles.      The    returns    for    Knglnnd    nr- 
peltry,    oil    and    tobrj.-.-.,.    U)I>MI    we  run    have   It.     To   tti*    W.-nt    Indl-*   w- 
liread    pees,    pork    and    soin, -times    horses.   The    r.-iurn    fr-.m    MI-HC- 
part.   Is  rum.   whl-h.  p:»y»  the  King  a   consld,-rat»le  cxcl*-;  nnd  aoim-  m.»ta»»«^.   whl- h 
serves  the  p, -.•(.;.•   to   make  drink  and  pays   n»  -uat'UiJ  ".      IVitfe  .TUT 

Kvery  Town  oiu'ht   to  have  a   Minister      N-w   Y-.rk  hn»  Or»t   a  Chaplain  twlonfinf 
to    Hie    Fort    of    the    rhur-h    of    Fuiciand.    n'larki-i. 

(Selyns,;    thirdly   a    Fret.,  h    <  'ill  Mnlst .    .I'-rr-t..    fourthly   a    IMM-II    Lutheran.    «.\frn 
slusi.      Here    b—    not    many    of    th-    church    of    Lngland;    f.-w    1C. -man    Cath< 
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abundance  of  Quakers  preachers  men  and  Women  especially;  Singing  Quakers; 
Ranting  Quakers;  Sabbatarians;  Antisabbatarians;  Some  Anabaptists;  some  Inde- 
pendauts;  some  Jews;  in  short  of  all  sorts  of  opinions  there  are  some,  and  the» 
most  part,  of  none  at  all. 

The  Great  Church  which  serves  both  the  English  and  the  Dutch  Is  within  the 
Fort  which  is  found  to  be  very  inconvenient;  therefore  I  desire  that  there  may  bee 
an  order  for  their  building  another,  ground  already  being  layed  out  for  that  pur 
pose,  and  they  wanting  not  money  in  store  where  with  all  to  build  it. 

The   most  prevailing  opinion  is  that   of  the   Dutch   Calvinists. 

It  is  the  endeavor  of  all  persons  here  to  bring  up  their  Children  and  servants 
in  that  opinion  which  themselves  profess;  but  this  I  observe  that  they  take  no  care 
of  the  conversion  of  their  slaves. 

Every  Town  and  County  are  obliged  to  maintain  their  own  poor,  which  makes 
them  bee  soe  careful  that  no  vagabonds,  beggars,  nor  idle  persons  are  suffered  to 
live  here. 

But  as  for  the  King's  natural-born-subjects  that  live  on  Long  Island  and  other 
parts  of  the  Government  I  find  it  a  hard  task  to  make  them  pay  their  Ministers. 
Page  415.  Tho.  Dongan. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.  iii.  390,   394,  397,  415. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Rev.  Dellius. 

1684,  May  29th. 

Rev.  Dellius,  the  very  successful  (edifying)  minister  at  New 
Albany,  and  who  had  been  more  closely  bound  to  that  place  by 
the  increase  of  his  salary,  was  now  called  to  Henkelom,  (in  the 
Netherlands.)  The  Rev.  Assembly  deems  it  necessary  that  the 
documents  relating  to  this  his  call  should  be  sent  him  as  soon  as 
possible;  but  that  in  addition  thereto,  he  be  dissuaded  from  this 
call  by  weighty  arguments,  nomine  Glassis.  vii.  363;  xix.  224. 

REV.  MR,  CLARKE'S  COMMISSION  AS  CHAPLAIN. 

James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  etc.   Earle  of  Vlster,   etc. 

Whereas  I  have  had  sufficient  Testimony  of  the  Abilityes  and  Integrity  of  Josias 
Clarke  Clergyman  And  of  his  Fitnesse  to  be  Chaplaine  to  the  Garrison  of  New 
Yorke  I  doe  therefore  hereby  authorize  and  Require  You  to  putt  him  upon  the 
Estabment  as  Chaplain  to  the  said  Garrison  Accordingly;  with  such  salary  and 
allowances  as  are  thereunto  belonging  to  Commence  from  Michaelmas  next  and  to 
continue  Dureing  my  Pleasure  only.  For  which  this  shall  be  your  Warrant.  Given 
under  my  hand  at  Windsor  this  IGth  Day  of  June  1684. 

James. 

To  Coll.   Dongan  my  Lieutenant 

and  Governor  of  New  York  and  its  Dependencies  in 
America. 

By  Command  of  His  Royal  Highness 

Jo.  Werden. 

***  A  like  Commission  follows  to  Alexander  Innes,  Clerk  and  Master  of  Arts, 
dated  20th  April  16SC.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Hi.  245. 
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SY.NOI,  OF  XUICTH   H..I.I.A.M..  AT  KNCKIH-V/KN. 

K>M.  Aug.  l-ll,  ot  so,j. 
Article   i:;. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  New  York.  ,,f  Rev.  Sullyns,  (Selyns) 
of  1 1   iM  OetoU-r  ir.v;. 

1.  He  scut  word  of  his  arrival.     He  complains  that  ho  has  not 
received  a  reply  with  the  coming  of  Kev.   Dellius. 

2.  He  preacho>  twice  on  Sunday...  once  on   Wednesdays. 

-.  He  finds  more  laymen  than  teachers  in  his  church  and 
therefore  lias  appointed  a  limited  (hesloton:  closed,  detined,  only 
for  a  limited  time.)  catechising,  for  one  hundred  candidate*,  in 
the  Compendium,  extending  over  thre.-  months,  in  order  to  ad 
mit  those  who  are  suitably  prepared  to  the  communion. 

4.  Discipline  which  had  declined,  ha>  again  been  brought  into 
exercise. 

:>.   He  has  no  eomplaint  to  make  ul>oiit  his  salarv. 

o'.    His  congregation  is  building  for  him  a  spacious  stone  house. 

7.  lie  does  not  leave  the  surrounding  villages  without  preach 
ing,   and   the   administration   of   the    Lord'-   Supper.      He   serve* 
these  on  Mondays  or  Thursda\>. 

8.  Jlev.  Peter  I)aille,  formerly  Profe.->or  at  Saumur,  (France), 
has  l»e<'onie   his  colleague,   hut   in   the    French   language.      Ho  is 
very  zealous. 

**.  In  the  Knglish  language  Mev.  John  (ionlon  (  Fnglish  (liap- 
lain)  preaches  lietween  his  two  services. 

10.  Mr.  Dongaii,  their  new  (Jovernor.  has  arrived.     He  says  ho 
has  instructions   from   the   Duke  (of  York)  to  leave  consciences 
free. 

11.  What  is  to  l.o  devised  for  the  beat  interest*  of  country  and 
church,  will  appear  at  the  ensuing  (C'ivil)  Assembly,  (IflS.'J)  which 
has  been  appointed  to  frame  laws  for  them  and  their  posterity. 
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12.  Rev.  Schaets  at  New  Albany,  Van  Zuuren  on  Long  Island, 
and  Rev.  Weeksteen  at  Esopus,  are  well. 

13.  Rev.  Dellius  has  attained  his  object  in  securing  nine  hun 
dred  guilders,  Holland  money,  as  a  yearly  salary. 

14.  Rev.  Tesschenmaker  has  been  called  to  Staten  Island:  this 
was   approved  on  condition   that   he  would   sign   the   Formula?, 
which  has  also  been  done. 

15.  The  Sheriff  (Schout)  of  Schenectady  had  come  from  there 
with  a  letter,  requesting    to    have  a    minister,  at  one    hundred 
beavers,  i.  e.  five  hundred  guilders,  Holland;  it  is  impossible  to 
contribute  more. 

16.  At  Newcastle,  where  Koelman  was  called,  it  is  now  very 
quiet.     On  Sundays  a  sermon  is  read;  there  were  too  few  people 
there  to  support  a  minister. 

17.  Mr.  William  Penn,  Governor,  an  eloquent  man,  preaches 
very  learnedly. 

18.  The  state  of  the  churches  in  New  England  is  better. 

19.  At  Hartfort  (Harvard)  there  is  an  Academy,  and  it  pro 
duces  learned  men. 

20.  Rev.  Caleb,  an  Indian,  is  preacher  among  the  Indians. 

21.  At  Boston,  the  capitol  of  New  England,  there  are  four 
ministers. 

22.  They  approach  somewhat  nearer  the  Presbyterians  in  re 
gard  to  Baptism. 

23.  He  had  understood  from  Verkuyl's  writing  that  it  was  still 
well  with  the  church  of  Curacoa. 

Ends  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Sheriff  (Schout)  of  Schenectady 
to  Rev.  Selyns;  which  he  sent  over;  dated  October  25,  1683. 

1.  He  thanks  him  for  his  diligence  in  regard  to  their  church ; 
and  says  it  is  necessary  to  stipulate  (as  salary)  for  not  more  than 
one  hundred  beavers. 
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2.   In  addition,  it  i,  promised  by  the  chun-h  ,,f  ,}1:il  piar,.t  lhilt 

besides  the  aforesaid  beavers,  there-  will  1,-  a  fr,e  dwelling.  and 
fire  wood  ever     vcar. 


J<>hn  Van  Eps 
Meynert  Wenen 
John  Portman. 

Extract  frotn  a  letter  from  New  Albany,  of  ReV.  Dellius.  iM    14 

August,  1683. 

1.  He  states  that  he  arrived  on  August    IL»,  and  was  received 
with  pleasure. 

2.  He  had  handed  over  our  letters  to  the  Consistorv,  who  were 
much  pleased  with  him. 

3.  It  had  been   conceded   to  him,  not   to   jmy   him   in   leaver* 
but  in  Holland  money. 

4.  Rev.  Schaets  had  ^onc  to  New  York  to  ent.-r  into  a  sov.nd 
marriage;  therefore  could  not  write  as  to  the  state  of  the  church. 

f>.    lie  ha«l    U-iran   to  conduct  Cervices  "ii   Sundays  and  in  th»» 
week  time. 

Concludes  with  salutation. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Magistrates  of  New  Albany. 
August    !."»,    1«J^.'I. 

1.  They  had  received  the  letter  of  April  •'-.   1'i^L'.  «>n  Atijrudt 
20,  and  also  that  of  July  LMI. 

2.  Had  received  Rev.  Dellius  with  great  joy. 

3.  For  this  they  thank  the  Classis,  after  (iod. 

4.  I'hey  hope  that  {>apists  will  be  converted  through  him. 

5.  They  give  Rev.    Dellius  nine  hundred  guilders.   Dutch  cur 
rency,  and  free  dwelling. 

G.    Whereupon  Rev.    Dellius  had  promised  n-.t   to  leave  them 
except  for  very  weighty  reasons. 
Concludes  with  salutation. 
Another  letter  of  13th  ditto,  was  of  the  «arnc  contents. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  AT  NEW  YORK  TO  BE 
EXEMPT  FROM  TAXES. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Dongan  Lieutenant  and  Governor  Under  His  Royal 

Highness  of  New  Yorke  and  Dependencies  in  America. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  the  Lutheran  Congregation  in  the  Citty  of  New  York. 
Sheweth. 

That  by  the  allowance  of  your  honors  Predecessors  and  the  Acts  of  the  Generall 
Assembly  the  said  Congregation  have  had,  and  still  have  Diverse  Libertyes  Privil- 
lidges  and  Immunitys  granted  allowed  and  Confirmed  to  them  and  their  Place  of 
Worship  and  other  Religious  houses  and  Places  in  this  City,  etc.  have  alwayes  been 
held  reputed  and  Esteemed  as  Priviledged  Churches  and  Places  Notwithstanding 
which  is  a  Tax  or  Assessment  now  made  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  Citty 
the  said  Church  and  other  Religious  houses  are  Assessed  and  rated  as  if  they  were 
the  Estates  and  freehold  of  a  private  Person,  and  as  such  are  taxed,  although  the 
Religious  houses  and  Places  in  this  Citty  for  those  of  the  Cauluinest  opinion  are 
wholly  Exempted  and  freed  from  any  such  Imposition  tax  or  Rate. 

Your  Peticoners  therefore  humbly   Pray 

That  your  honor  will  be  pleased  to  Examine  the  Premisses  and  taking  them  into 
your  serious  Consideracon  grant  that  the  said  Church  and  other  Religious  houses 
and  Places  belonging  to  the  said  Lutheran  Cougregacon  may  as  well  as  the- 
Religious  houses  and  Places  of  the  other  Christian  Professors  allotted  within  this 
Citty  and  Province  be  Released  freed  exempted  and  Priviledged  from  any  such  Tax 
Rate  or  assessment  and  that  your  honor  will  Please  to  give  such  order  Concerning 
the  same  as  shall  appear  to  your  Honor  to  be  fitt  and  Requisite. 

And  your  Peticoners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  etc. 

Order  of  Council  Thereupon. 

September  6th,  1GS4. 

This  within  Peticon  being  read  before  the  Governor  and  Council  it  was  their 
Opinion  that  the  house  Appointed  for  the  Lutheran  Minister  to  live  in  should  be 
as  free  and  Exempted  from  Taxes  as  that  of  the  Dutch  and  French  Ministers,  and 

the  Peticon  is  Referred  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

By  Order  in  Council. 
A  true  copy.  J.  Spragg,  Sec. 

%*It  appears  by  Deed  Book  viii.  2O4,  in  Secretary's  office,  that  Dorninus  Bar- 
nardus  Arisses  [Arenslup]  was  Minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  New  York  in 
168S.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  24G. 


ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Rev.  Van  Zueren  Called  to  Gouderak:  (South  of  Gouda.) 

1684,  Oct.  2nd. 

Rev.  George  de  Mey,  minister  at  Gouda,  makes  known  that  in 
the  place  of  Rev.  Wildrang,  deceased,  late  minister  at  Gouderak, 
there  had  been  unanimously  called,  after  the  order  and  style 
of  the  church  there,  Casparus  van  Zueren,  minister  at  present  on 
Long  Island  in  Xew  England,  (New  Netherland.)  He  requested 
in  the  name  of  the  church,  of  the  sheriff,  and  of  the  judiciary 
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(court)  of  Gouderak,  that  the  vrry  Rev.  Claris  ,,f  Amsterdam. 
hy  which  tin-  Rev.  Van  Xu-n-n  had  »,,.,.„  commissioned.  would 
facilitate  his  dismission,  and  dilution  ,,,f  hi,  ,,a,t,,r:n,.  r-la- 
tions  there.)  The  Rev.  Claris  after  .va,lillir  ..n-l  examining  the 
written  instruments  of  the  ,-all.  :,,,,1  Th<-  approval  of  the  -h-ri:T 
an.l  judiciary  of  (Joudcrak,  and  also  ,,f  the  Hon.  |>,i:r-onui,trr 
of  the  city  of  Goucla,  as  I^rds  (  Putn...!^,  ..f  il».-  Man-.r  of 
Gomlerak,  directe.l  the  Kt-v.  I)<-j.uii.->  f,,r  out-idr  rlnir.-l»i^.  as 
soon  as  they  shall  hav<-  seen  the  approval  of  tin-  K.  v.  <  i.  -,i>  of 
Gouda,  to  announce  to  the  Rev.  Van  Xin-n-ii.  that  so  far  as  th«> 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  was  concerned  they  had  di«mk«pd 
him  from  his  service  there;  with  the  wi>h  that  he  might  (•••nn»  to 
the  church  of  (inuderak  in  the  fulm-ss  of  the  Mc^inj:  of  tli«? 
Gospel,  vii.  370;  xix.  i'L'7. 

Acts   of   the    Deputies  and    their  Corresjx)iidcn<'o. 
The  Classis   of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.   <iodfridns   Didlius.  at    N«-w 

Albany,   Octol.er  -J-l,    1  •;•*!.      \xvii.    IT-'V 

Reverend,  (,io<lly  and   Highly   Learned  Sir.  and  \V..rt!iv  Brother 

in  Christ:  — 

We  have  received  vour  verv  ph-asant   letter  of  the    11   Jl  of 
August,  1683,  with  the  enclosures  from  the  Magistrates  and  ('"ii- 
sistory  of  Xe\v  Alhany,   in  very  i_rood  order.      Kr.-m  all  thoe  \vo 
have  learned  with  verv  irreat  j)leasure  not  only  of  your  sate  ar 
rival,  and   the  i^reat   joy  of  the   peopl.-   th«-reat.   luit   especially 
the  happv  l>e<rinninir  of  vour  lal><>r-.     <  m  this  -uhject  the  Magis 
trates  and  Consi>tory  speak  in  term.-  of  hiLrhe-t  prai-e. 
God,  thev  consider  themselves  under  obligation  of  e\er  increas 
ing  thankfulness   to   thi>    Kev.   Classis.   for  iN   L-reat    intrrrst   in 
the  church  at.   that    place.      \Ve  are  greatly   r.-j 
cumstance,    and    wish    the   continue.  1    lile.--.inir  of   (  i. 
upon  you,  and  h«>pe  that   it   may  please  his 
to  continue  a  long  time  in  that  church  in  health,  and 
satisfaction. 


886  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

Nevertheless,  we  are  obliged  to  transmit  to  you  a  certain  call 
from  Henckelem,  which  has  already  been  traveling  about  for  a 
long  time,  and  has  become  old  before  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
our  Eev.  Classis.  For  this  reason  the  determination  of  the  Rev. 
Classis  concerning  it  was  also  delayed.  It  finally,  however,  seemed 
to  be  our  duty  to  transmit  the  same  to  you,  but  at  the  same  time 
with  this  understanding  —  to  seek  by  all  conceivable  reasons  to 
dissuade  you  from  accepting  this  Henckelem  call.  For  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Rev.  Classis  that  since  you  have  been  received  there 
with  such  satisfaction,  and  are  administering  the  service  to  such 
edification,  and  all  this  in  a  church  where  so  much  needs  to  be 
done,  and  is  now  being  accomplished;  for  the  Magistrates  of  your 
place  mention  that  even  Papists  come  to  hear  you,  and  find  hope; 
moreover,  since  you  have  ingratiated  yourself  more  fully  in  that 
church,  and  the  salary  has  been  increased  to  your  satisfaction; 
therefore  you  ought  in  no  wise  to  leave  them.  Besides,  the  gen 
tlemen  here,  who  had  authority  in  regard  to  your  call,  (to  Albany) 
are  opposed  to  this  new  affair  most  earnestly.  In  case  of  your 
departure  thence,  (from  Albany)  which  neither  they  or  we  de 
sire,  they  would  surely  require  you  to  repay  all  the  expenses  con 
nected  with  your  call  thither.  This  is  in  accordance  with  a  reso 
lution  of  the  State  respecting  speedy  change  of  pastors. 

Above  all,  it  is  unknown  to  us  how  matters  are  now  situated 
at  Henckelem,  because  nothing  further  has  transpired  before  us 
for  several  months.  We  do  not  therefore  know  whether  that 
place  is  still  vacant  or  not.  Hence,  in  view  of  all  these  things, 
we  doubt  not  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  remain  with  your  present 
church.  Wherefore,  commending  you  to  God,  and  with  our  re 
spects,  we  remain, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  obedient  brethren  in  Christ, 

Bernardus  Homoet, 
Albert  Westerhoff, 
Oct  24,  1684.  Johannes  Brandolphus. 
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Extra  Session. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

1G*4,  Oct.  24th. 

Was  presented  Rev.  George  de  Mcy,  minister  at  (iouda.  He 
showed  a  written  call,  made  out  by  the  consistory  of  (Joudernck, 
which  belonged  to  the  ( 'lassis  of  Gouda,  on  the  Kev.  Ca>parus 
van  Suyren,  (Zuuren,)  minister  at  Midwout  on  I»np  Island  in 
New  England,  (?)  in  the  place  of  Kev.  Wiltvanck  deceased.  This 
call  has  been  approved  by  the  Schout  (Sheriff)  and  by  the 
of  Gouderack;  as  well  as  by  the  Messrs.  Burgomas 
ters  of  Gouda,  as  Lords  of  the  Manor;  and  also  by  the  Kev.  ClasaLs 
of  Gouda.  He  also  renewed  his  request,  already  previously  made 
to  the  Classis,  that  the  said  Kev.  van  Suyren  (Zuuren)  might  be 
dismissed,  in  the  name  of  Classis.  This  request  of  his  is  granted 
by  us  Deputies  on  foreign  affairs,  having  been  authorized  to  do  so 
by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  A  letter  was  written  con 
cerning  this  business,  in  which  it  was  made  known  to  Kcv.  van 
Suyren  (Zuuren)  and  the  eon.-istory  of  Midwout  <>n  Ixmg  Island, 
that  the  Kev.  Classis,  having  pondered  everything  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  had.  so  far  as  it  was  concerned,  dismissed 
charged  him  from  his  otlire.  This  appears  also  from  the  Actii  «.f 
the  Kev.  Classis.  xxi.  L'V;">. 

Acts   of   the    Deputies   and    their   Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Caspar  Van  Zuun-n,  Oct< 
:M,  HJs-l.      xxvii.  17.".. 

Reverend  Sir,  and  Brother:— 

The  Deputati  ad  res  Kxteras  r.f  the  Class 
assembled  at  the  request   of  the  church  of  (Joudcrack 
ing  been  specially  charged  thereto  by  the  Class 
have  examined  the  call  of  the  ehun-h   ..f  (Joudernck 
been  made  upon  you.     They  find  that  it  1 
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members,  and  conforms  to  all  the  required  conditions.  They 
have  therefore  gladly  relieved  you  from  your  service  at  Midwoude. 
They  are  glad  that  so  excellent  an  opportunity  has  occurred,  and 
that  you  can  return  to  your  Fatherland  and  friends  with  so  much, 
reputation.  The  act  of  dismissal  accompanies  this  letter,  and 
will  be  of  service  to  you  with  those  whom  it  concerns.  With  this 
we  wish  you  the  Lord's  gracious  blessing  in  connection  with  this 
call,  and  with  hearty  greetings,  we  remain, 
Eev.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  affectionate, 

The  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 

Bernardus  Homoet, 
Gisbertus  Oostrum, 
Albertus  Van  Westerhoff, 

Amsterdam,  Johannes  Brandolphus. 

Oct.  24,  1684. 

LEGACY  OF  MR.  CORNELIUS  STEENWYCK,  MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
NEW  YORK,  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE  DUTCH  WORSHIP  THERE. 

1684,  Nov.  20. 

"  Further  the  testator  declares,  with  the  consent  of  his  said 
wife  (Margareta  de  Riemer),  that  he,  by  form  of  pre-legacy,  has 
made,  devised  and  bequeathed,  as  he,  the  testator,  hereby,  makes, 
devises  and  bequeaths  to  the  use  of  the  Dutch  congregation  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  for  the  better  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
minister  of  the  same,  called  after  the  Church-Order  of  the  Neth 
erlands,  now  here,  or  hereafter  to  be  called  and  come,  all  his,  the 
testator's  right,  title,  interest,  in  the  Manor  or  Domain  of  Ford- 
ham,  lying  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  with  all  the  lands, 
meadows,  fields,  woods,  hills,  brooks  and  other  waters,  together 
with  all  the  dis jurisdiction,  right,  title,  action  and  prop 
erty  in,  to  and  upon,  the  said  Manor  of  Fordham,  with  all  pat 
ents,  letters,  leases,  securities,  mortgages  and  other  documents 
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thereto  belonging,  or  in  any  way  depending,  in  all  respects  the 
same  as  the  said  Manor  is  now  already  belonging,  or  hereafter 
shall  be  more  amply  confirmed  unto  the  said  testator  by  deed, 
conveyance,  hypoteek,  mortgage,  Judgement  or  otherwise, 
through  or  by  means  of  John  Archer,  deceased,  late  owner  of  said 
Manor:  Willing  and  desiring  that  the  said  Manor  of  Fordham, 
with  all  the  profits,  incomes,  avails,  rents  and  livings,  with  all 
the  appurtenances  thereof,  shall  be  conveyed  and  made  over  in 

a  full,  true  and property,  by  the  testator's  appointed 

Executrix,  within  the  space  of  six  months  after  the  tes 
tator's  decease;  and  upon  lawful  demand,  to  the  Overseers  of  the 
said  Dutch  congregation,  for  and  to  the  behoof  of  the  said  con 
gregation,  as  herein  above  is  further  expressed:  to  be  held  in  full 
property,  possession,  enjoyment,  inheritable  and  forever,  by  the 
said  Overseers  and  Congregation  in  being  at  the  time  of  the  tes 
tator's  decease,  and  all  who  shall  from  time  to  time  succeed  in 
their  places,  without  any  or  least  hindrance,  let  or  opposition  of 
any  one:  Provided  that  none  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Manor  shall 
be  made  away,  alienated  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  these  presents,  but  henceforth  and  forever  shall  be  and 
remain  as  lands  of  inheritance  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  the  worship  of  the  said  congregation,  as  above  described  and 
not  otherwise.  Signed, 

( 'ornelis  Stecnwyck. 

Margrieta  Steenwyck. 

ir»sr>,  Sept.  i«;. 

Transfer  of  the  said  Manor  of  Fordham,  and  the  rights  thereof 
for  the  Dutch  Worship,  by  Mr.  Cornelis  Steenwyck,  de 
ceased,  and  his  wife,  still  living.  Lib.  A.  -I.'J,  of  Knglwh 
Translation. 

The   Notary,   William  Hogardus,   hereto   requested,   shall   con 
vey,   with   a   witness,   to   the   overseers   of   the    Dut.-h    Reformed 
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Congregation  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  name  and  on  ac 
count  of  me,  the  undersigned  Margrieta  Steenwyck,  Executrix  of 
his  will,  the  Manor  or  Domain  of  Fordham,  etc.,  bequeathed  by 
my  late  husband,  with  my  consent,  for  the  support  of  the  Minister 
of  the  same,  according  to  the  testamentary  disposition  of  Novem 
ber  20,  1684;  and  to  take  possession  of  the  same  for  use,  as  above, 
according  to  the  aforesaid  will;  and  thereon,  seek  and  obtain  an 
answer  of  them.  Signed, 

Margrieta  Steenwyck. 

1685,  Sept.  16. 

Thankful  Acceptance  of  said  Legacy,  given  in  writing  to  the 
Notary,  Bogardus,  to  report  to  Margrieta  de  Riemer,  widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  Steenwyck. 

We,  the  undersigned,  present  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Congregation  in  New  York,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  Con 
gregation,  hereby  thankfully  accept  the  Legacy  herein  mentioned. 
But  as  the  Manor  therein  bestowed,  has,  since  the  testator's 
death,  been  claimed  by  that  of  Westchester  and  is  further  en 
cumbered  by  the  same  with  a  certain  process,  disputing  the  tes 
tator's  right  to  the  same,  and  we  are  not  at  all  in  a  situation 
properly  to  defend  it:  We  therefore  request  that  the  Juffrow, 
being  the  lawful  Executrix  of  the  last  will,  and  therefore  the 
fittest  person  to  maintain  his  right,  will  undertake  to  clear  the 
Manor  of  the  said  claims,  and  put  an  end  to  the  process,  when 
the  offered  conveyance  shall  be  thankfully  accepted,  and  all  the 
costs  reimbursed.  This  the  Notary  was  requested  to  report  as 
what  occurred. 

Signed  in  New  York,  September  16,  1685. 

P.  J.  Marius,  J.  Kerfbyl,  J.  Van  Brug, 
J.  De  Key,  Francis  Rombout,  Jacob 
Teller. 

According  to  the  original, 

Henry  Selyns. 
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ORDER  FOR  A  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING,  KIT.,   FOR  JANUARY  4rn 
16*f>.     LIB.  A.  3^,  3D. 

A  day  of  special  Thanksgiving,  Fasting  and  Prayer  for  tlio  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  at  Xe\v  York,  Januarv  4.  1»5^5. 

Honored,  Beloved  and  Especial  Friend*  and  Associates:— 

Since  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  (lod  in  his  undeserved  pity,  to 
preserve  this  land  in  peace  and  quiet,  to  bless  this  city  with  trade* 
and  professions,  with  navigation  and  commerce,  but  especially  to 
preserve  this  church,  gathered  in  a  heathen  land,  in  pure  religion 
and  freedom  of  conscience:  all  which  we  should  properlv  ac 
knowledge,  or  else  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  great  ingratitude, 
and  merit  severe  penalties  and  judgements:  Yet  perceiving  that 
the  Lord,  our  righteous  Judge,  who  has  for  some  years  threat 
ened,  and  now  threatens  our  land  and  city  and  church  with 
very  dark  clouds,  whose  contents  may  come  down  to-day  or  to 
morrow,  or  the  day  after,  to  our  general  loss  and  grief:  And  ob 
serving  that  he,  grieved  with  our  sins,  and  transgressions  that 
reach  up  to  heaven,  such  as  Sabbath  desecration,  indifference, 
cursing,  gluttony,  drunkenness,  pride,  wantonness  and  wanton 
dancings,  is  beginning  to  visit  the  land  as  to  the  harvests;  the 
city,  with  loss  of  people  and  ships,  and  the  church  with  certain 
defections  and  increase  of  errors: 

Therefore  the  Consistory  of  this  Church,  sorrowfully  consider 
ing  these  things  in  the  fear  of  the  l^ord,  has  in  duty  and  con 
science  judged  it  necessarv  to  appoint  and  propose  to  the  <  on- 
gregation,  a  day  of  special  Thanksgiving,  Fasting  and  Prayer, 
namely,  eight  days  hence,  being  Sunday,  .January  Mh  1  <)*."»  — 
then  to  praise  with  all  our  hearts  Almighty  <I"d.  the  spring  and 
source  of  every  Mossing,  and  with  public  thanksgiving  to  mag 
nify  his  name  for  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal  benefits,  con 
ferred  upon  us  in  the  absence  of  all  de-«-rt ;  and  also  humble 
ourselves  who  are  but  dust  and  a-he-  before  him  who  is  higher 
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than  the  highest,  and  entreat  with  lowly  and  earnest  prayer,  that 
he  would  increasingly  bless  both  in  body  and  soul,  his  Royal 
Majesty,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  and  our  entire  land,  our  city  and 
church;  keep  us  in  health,  prosperity  and  peace,  increase  our 
trade  on  land  and  sea,  feed  us  continually  with  earthly  bread, 
save  us  from  every  discord  in  matters  of  religion,  and  hold  back 
every  threatened  judgement. 

But  especially  should  we  on  the  said  day  fall  down  in  dust  and 
ashes,  and  fast,  and  for  greater  abasement,  abstain  altogether 
from  food,  and  strive  with  sincere  tears  of  penitence  to  appease 
God's  wrath  and  bring  back  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and 
particularly,  abandon  our  bosom  sins  as  well  as  the  above  men 
tioned  iniquities,  which  have  made  our  land  and  church  deserve 
destroying  plagues. 

Wherefore  this  congregation  in  general,  and  every  member  in 
particular,  whether  old  or  young,  is  requested  and  enjoined  to 
observe  the  day  appointed,  by  abstaining  from  all  works  of  un 
righteousness  and  vanity,  and  to  come  to  the  house  of  the  Most 
High  with  much  thankfulness  and  yet  with  humility,  so  that 
God's  name  may  be  praised,  and  invoked  by  us  all,  to  the  great 
est  welfare  of  our  land  and  city,  and  the  salvation  of  our  church 
and  our  souls. 

Actum,  I^ew  York,  in  our  Ecclesiastical  Meeting, 

Henry  Selyns,  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 

Peter  Jacobszen  Marius  ] 

Johannes  Kerfbyl 

}•  Elders. 
Johannes  van  Burg 

Jacob  de  Key 
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REV.    JnSIAS    Cl.AHKK. 

1684-G. 

An  incident  illustrating  the  character  of  l:.-v.  J.islas  Clarke-.  Chaplain  to  the  Hritlsu 

forces,    10M  lust;. 

Among  the  emigrants  brought  from  Scotland  In  tin-  "  Seafl<>\v.-r  ".  was  an  enthu 
siast,  named  David  Jameson,  who  though  lilt* -rally  educated,  had  allied  hli!i*«>!f 
with  a  body  of  ranters,  who  abjured  the  various  creeds  of  Christendom  and 
rejected  as  well  the  received  version  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Having  been  exam 
ined  before  the  Duke  of  York,  at  Edinburgh,  Jameson  was  condemned  to  tranapor- 
tation  to  America,  and  Dr.  Cleorge  Lockhart,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  "  Sen- 
flower,"  was  authorized  to  sell  him  as  a  "  Kedemptloner  "  to  any  one  who  would 
pay  the  cost  of  his  passage.  With  the  humane  and  kindly  Impulses  of  a  Christian 
and  a  scholar,  Clarke,  on  the  arrival  of  Jameson,  promptly  paid  the  redemption 
money,  which  "  the  chief  men  of  the  place  "  at  once  repaid  to  the  charitable 

chaplain.       The    Scotch   exile,    thus    saved    from    slavery,    found    upntlon    and    a 

livelihood  as  master  In  a  Latin  school,  for  which  position  he  was  well  prepared.— 
Perry's  Hist.  Am.  Epis.  Ch.  I.  153. 


CLASSIS  OP  AMSTERDAM. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Letter  from  Rev.  Pellina. 

1685,  Feb.  2nd. 

Two  letters  were  read,  one  from  Rev.  Polling  from  New  Al 
bany,  dated  October  15,  1GS4;  the  other  from  Rev.  Francken, 
of  Smyrna,  dated  September  24th,  1684. 

Extract  from  the  letter  of  Rev.  Dellius. 

He  informs  us  that  our  letter,  dated  January  21),  l»Kl,  writ 
ten  to  Rev.  Selyns,  and  also  another,  written  to  him,  have  been 
received.  In  these  he  is  informed  that  the  church  of  ( Ilenkclom) 
has  made  out  a  call  upon  him.  lie  thanks  the  brethren  for  the 
information,  and  for  their  good  advice  to  him  on  this  matter. 
lie  is  determined  to  decline  this  call  at  this  time;  but  he  believes 
he  will  come  back  to  the  Fatherland,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
period  for  which  he  is  pledged,  xxi.  L)S<S  -ST. 
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VETO  OF  THE  ACT  ENTITLED,  THE  CHARTER  OF  LIBERTIES  AND 
PRIVILEGES  FOR  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  Whitehall.  Tuesday  the  3rd  of  March  1684.  (1685?) 

Present  -          The  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Lord  Keeper  Earl  of  Peterborough 

Lord  Treasurer  Earl  of  Sunderland 

Lord  President  Earl  of  Middleton 

Lo.      Privie  Seale  Ld.  Viscount  Ealconberg 

Duke  of  Beaufort  Lord  Dartmouth 

Earl  of  Huntington  Lord  Godolphin 

Earl  of  Bridgewater  Mr.  Chr.  of  ye  Exchqr. 

The  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  Province  of  New  York, 
is  read,  and  the  several  powers  and  privileges  therein  granted 
being  considered  His  Majesty  doth  not  think  fitt  to  confirm  the 
same.  And  as  to  the  Government  of  New  York  His  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  direct  that  it  be  assimilated  to  the  Constitution  that 
shall  bo  agreed  on  for  New  England,  to  which  it  is  adjoining. 
And  in  the  meantime  His  Majesty  orders  a  letter  to  be  prepared 
for  his  Royal  Signature  directing  Coll.  Dongan  Governor  of 
New  York  to  pursue  such  powers  and  Instructions  as  hee  shall 
receive  under  His  Majesties  signet  and  sign  manual,  or  by  Order 
in  Council  until  further  Order. 

It  is  also  thought  fitt  that,  a  Conveyance  offering  by  Captaine 
Baxter,  another  letter  be  sent  to  Coll.  Dongan  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Council  directing  him  to  proclaim  His  Majesty  King 
James  the  Second,  according  to  the  form  of  a  Proclamation  of 
the  6th  instant,  for  continuing  officers  of  Government  till  His 
Majesty's  pleasure  bee  further  known. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  357. 
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OBSERVATIONS    UPON  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW 

YORK. 

Charter.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  New  York  shall  be  governed  by  and  accord- 

Ing  to  the  Laws  of  England. 

Observation.  This  Prlviledge  Is  not  granted  to  any  of  His  Majesty's  Plantations 
where  the  Act  of  Habeas  Corpus  and  all  such  other  Hills  do  not  take 
place. 

Char.  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  of  Justice  to  be  appointed  with  like 

power  as  in  England. 

Obfl.  This  is  not  so  distinctly  granted  or  practiced  In  any  other  Plan 

tation. 

Char.  That  the  Suprearu  Legislative  Authority  shall  remain  In  the  Gov 

ernor,  Councill  and  the  People  niett  in  a  Generall  Assembly. 

Obs.  The  words  The  People  met  In  a  Generall  Assembly  are  not  used 

in  any  other  Constitution  in  America;  Put  only  the  Words  Generall 
Assembly. 

Char.  The  Exercise  of  the  Cheif  Magistracy  and  Administration  of  the 

government  shall  be  in  the  Governor  assisted  by  a  Councill;  with 
whose  advice  and  consent  he  shall  and  may  govern  and  rule  the  said 
Province  according  to  the  laws  established. 

Obs.  If  this  oblige  and  restrain  the  Governor  from  doing  anything  with 

out  the  Councill  it  is  a  greater  restraint  than  any  other  Governor  IB 
subject  to. 

Char.  That  according  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  Kingdom  of  Eng 

land  there  shall  be  a  sessions  of  a  General!  Assembly  to  be  called  to 
meet  once  In  three  years  or  oftener. 

Obs.  This  is  an  Obligation  upon  the  government  greater  than  has  been 

ever  agreed  to  in  any  other  Plantation,  And  the  grunt  of  such  a 
privlledge  has  been  rejected  elsewhere,  notwithstanding  a  Revenue 
offered  to  induce  it. 

Char.  Which  Represeutatiues  of  the  Province  with  the  Governor  and  his 

Councill  shall  be  the  supream  and  only  leglslatlue  power  of  the  said 
Province. 

Obs.  Whether  this  does  not  abridge  the  Acts  of  Parliament  that  may 

be  made  concerning  New  York. 

Char.  That  all  Hills  agreed  upon  by  the  said  Representatlues  shall  be 

presented  by  them  to  the  Governor  and  Councill  for  the  time  being 
for  their  Approbation  and  Consent. 

Obs.  This  seems  to  take  away  from  the  Governor  and  Councill  the  power 

of  framing  Laws  as  In  other  Plantations. 

Char.  Which  Bills  so  approved  shall  be  deemed  a  Law  for  the  space  of 

two  years  unless  the  Lord  Proprietor  shall  signify  his  dissent  within 
that  time.  That  In  case  the  Lord  Proprietor  shall  confirm  the  Laws 
within  that  time,  they  shall  continue  In  force  untlll  repealed  by  the 
Assembly.  That  In  case  of  Dissent  or  Determination  of  two  years 
they  shall  be  void. 

Obs.  This  Term  of  years  does  abridge  the  King's  power,  and  haa  been 

thought  Inconvenient  In  other  Plantations,  and  IH  different  from 
Colonel  Dungau'g  Instruct  Ions. 

Char.  Ho  person  shall  be  admitted  to  Hltt  in  the  Aasembly  nntlll  he  hath 

taken  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity  to  the  Lord  Proprietor. 

Ohe.  Thli  moat   be  altered  at  present. 
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Char.  And  by  his  submission  and  peaceable  behaviour  hath  demonstrated 

his  affection   to   the   Government. 
Obs.  This  seems  to   be  restrained   by   what   follows. 

Char.  That  the  Assembly  shall  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  judge 

of  undue  elections,  and  the  Qualifications  of  the  llepresentatiues; 
And  with  the  like  consent  to  purge  their  house,  and  expell  any  mem 
ber  as  they  shall  see  occasion. 

Obs.  This  may  be  inconvenient,  and  Is  not  practiced  in  some  other 

Plantations. 

Char.  That  the  forfeiture  for  not  making  due  Entries  shall  be  applyed, 

one  third  to  the  Lord  Proprietor,  one  third  to  the  Governor,  and  one 
third  to  the  Informer. 

Obs.  The  Application   to   the-  Governor   is   unusuall. 

Char.  That  all  Christians  shall  enjoy  Liberty  of  Conscience,   so  they  do 

not  disturb  the  peace. 
Obs.  This  Is  practised  in  the  Proprieties. 

Char.  That  every  publick  Minister  upon  Long  Island  shall  be  maintained 

according  to  subscriptions.  That  all  Contracts  made  in  New  York 
for  the  Maintenance  of  the  severall  Ministers  shall  be  made  good. 

Oba.  This  is  agreeable  to  the  Practice  of  New  England,  but  not  of  his 

Majesty's  other  Plantations. 


Endorsed 

Observations  upon  the  Charter  of  New   York. 

Read  3,  March  8  4/5.     (1685)  —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  HI.  S57-9. 


ORDER  IN  COUNCIL  ON  THE  ACCESSION  OF  JAMES  II. 

Memorandum  upon  the  decease  of  the  late  King  Charles  the  second  of  ever 
blessed  memory,  on  the  sixth  of  February  1684;  (1685)  and  the  Accession  of  His 
Present  Majesty  King  James  the  second  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  England.  The 
Propriety  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Its  Dependencies  being  devolved  to 
the  Crown,  the  following  Letter  from  the  Council,  together  with  the  Proclamations 
Inclosed,  as  therein  mentioned,  were  sent  to  Coll.  Dungan,  His  Majesty's  Lieu 
tenant  and  Governor  of  New  York. 


Letter  from  the  Council   to  Coll.    Dungau. 

After  our  hearty  comendacons:  It  having  pleased  Almighty  God,  on  fhe  sixth  day 
of  February  last,  to  take  to  his  mercy  out  of  this  troublesome  life,  our  late  Sov 
ereign  Lord,  King  Charles,  of  most  Blessed  memory;  and  thereupon  His  late 
Majesty's  only  Brother  and  heir,  King  James  the  second,  being  here  proclaimed: 
Wee  have  thought  fltt  hereby  to  signify  the  same  unto  you,  with  directions  that 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Council  and  other  ye  principal  Officers  and  Inhabitants 
of  New  York,  You  Proclaim  His  most  sacred  Majesty,  according  to  the  form  here 
Inclosed,  with  the  Soleinnltys  and  Ceremonys  requisite  on  the  like  occasion.  And 
Inasmuch  as  the  Propriety  of  the  said  Province  of  New  York  Is  wholly  devolved 
upon  the  Crown,  wee  doe  further  transmit  unto  you  His  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Proclamation,  signifying  His  Majesty's  pleasure  That  all  men  being  in  Office  of 
Government  at  the  decease  of  the  late  King,  His  Majesty's  most  dear  and  most 
entirely  beloved  brother,  shall  soe  continue  as  during  his  late  Majesty's  life,  until 
His  Majesty's  pleasure  bee  further  known;  which  wee  doe  In  like  manner  will  and 
require  you  forthwith  to  cause  to  bee  proclaimed  and  published  in  ye  Chief  place 
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or  places  within  your  Jurisdiction.      And  soe  not  doubting  of  your  ready  comply- 
ance  herein.   Wee  bid  you   heartily   fun-well. 

From    the    Council   Chamber    in    Whitehall    tin-   fifth   day    of    March    1G84.     (16S5.) 

Your   loving    Friends, 

W.   Cant  C.   S.   Rochester  Halifax.    P.  Clarendon    C.    I'.   S. 

Beaufort  Arlington  Huntingdon  Sunderlnnd 

Bathe  Peterborow  J.   I'.ridgewater       Allesbury 

Mlddletou  Craven 

John    Nicholas. 
To  our   lo:   friend 

Tho.  Dongan  Esq.,  Ills  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  (Jovernor  of  the  Province  of 
New  York  and  Its  Dependencies  In  America.  And  in  ills  Absence  to  the  Comander 
hi  Ch-if  for  the  time  being  at  New  York.— Col.  Does.  N.  Y.  111.  :ir>!».  3iV»». 

KING  JAMF.S  IT.  TO  GOVERNOR  DONGAN. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  wee  greet  you  well.  Whereas  by  the  decease  of  the 
late  King,  Our  most  dearly  Beloved  Brother,  And  Our  Accession  to  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  this  Realm,  Our  Province  of  New  York,  the  Propriety  whereof  was.  by 
the  letters  patents  of  Ills  said  Majesty  vested  In  us.  Is  now  wholly  devolved  upon 
Our  Royal  person  and  annexed  to  Our  other  Dominions.  Wee  doe  hereby  signify 
Our  Will  and  Pleasure  That  you  publish  and  make  known  the  same  to  all  Our  lov 
ing  subjects  within  Our  Province.*  And  as  wee  have  been  pleased,  by  Our  Royal 
Proclamation,  to  direct  that  all  men  being  in  oillee  of  Government  shall  soe  con 
tinue  therein  untlll  further  Order;  soe  wee  doe  hereby  charge  and  require  you  to 
pursue  such  Powers  and  Instructions  as  wee  have  formerly  given  you,  and  such 
further  Powers,  Authority  and  Instructions  as  you  shall  at  tiny  time  hereafter 
receive  under  Our  Royall  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  or  by  Our  Order  In  our  Privy 
Council.  And  that  you  likewise  give  Our  said  loving  subjects  to  understand,  that 
having  committed  to  Our  said  Privy  Council  the  care  of  Our  said  Province,  with 
the  consideration  of  the  several  bills  and  Addresses  lately  presented  unto  us  from 
Our  Assembly  there,  They  may  shortly  expect  such  a  gracious  and  sutable  return 
by  the  settlement  of  tilting  privileges  and  confirmation  of  their  rights,  as  shall  be 
found  expedient  for  Our  service  and  the  welfare  of  Our  said  Province.  And  soe 
wee  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  day  of  March  In 
the  llrst  year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  his   Majesty's  Command.—  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    111.    :',»V». 

ORDER   CONCERNING   THE    DEACONS   OF   THE    Ciiri:ni    OF   NEW 

YORK. 

1685,  March  13. 

Act  concerning  the  sale,  conveyance  of  lands  for  the  poor,  and 
the  reception  of  new  poor  (under  their  charge.)  Lil>.  A.  -11,  of 
English  translation. 

The  Consistory,  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Church  and  of  the 
poor  of  New  York,  having  met  concerning  the  sale  and  convey 
ance  of  the  poor-lands,  and  other  matters  touching  the  service 
of  the  Deacons, 

•  King  James  II.  was  proclaimed  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  the  23rd  of  April, 
ir&5. —  Council  Minutes,  v.  1<>9. 
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Resolved,  after  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  of  old,  that 

(1)  No  real    estate    shall    be    alienated  or  sold    unless    the 
Deacons  shall  previously  give  notice  to  the  Minister  and  Elders, 
and  act  according  to  their  counsel  and  determination. 

(2)  No  poor-moneys  shall  be  placed  or  deposited  with  or  with 
out  security,  unless  after  a  similar  notice  as  above. 

(3)  No  poor  shall  be  taken  under  the  charge  of  the  Deacons, 
unless  the  Consistory  have  had  previous  notice  of  the  same. 

All  this,  for  reasons,  was  agreed  upon  between  the  Consistory 
and  the  Deacons,  to  be  inviolably  followed  hereafter. 
Henry  Selyns,  Minister. 
Signed  also  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons. 

(The  Consistory,  in  Holland,  embraced  only  the  Minister  and 
Elders.  In  America,  towards  the  middle  of  the  Eighteenth  cen 
tury,  the  Deacons  began  to  be  included  under  the  term.) 

ACTS  OF  THE  CT^ASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Rev.  Du  Bois  as  to  the  Call  of  Rev.  Dellius. 

1685,  May  7th. 

Rev.  Du  Bois,  minister  at  Gorinchem,  made  known  both  byword 
of  mouth,  and  by  a  letter  handed  in  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Gorinchem,  that  although  the  documents  of  the  call  of  the  church 
of  the  town  of  Henkelom  on  Rev.  Dellius,  now  minister  at  New 
Albany  in  America,  or  at  least  the  copy  of  the  same,  had  been 
sent  to  him  (Dellius)  a  long  time  ago;  yet  that  neither  the  church 
of  TIenkelom,  nor  the  Classis  of  Gorinchem,  had  received  any 
reply  thereto.  He  asked  therefore,  whether  this  Classis  had  re- 
pf-ivf-<l  any  information  of  the  inclination  and  resolve  of  Rev. 
Dollins  regarding  the  said  call.  The  Rev.  Classis  resolved  to  give 
Rev.  Du  Bois  as  answer,  that  hitherto  this  Classis  had  received 
no  definitely  dear  answer  from  Rev.  Dellius  on  this  subject.  She 
will,  however,  as  soon  as  possible,  write  again  to  him,  and  seek  a 
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final  answer  from  him  as  soon  as  possible.  When  this  shall  have 
been  secured,  it  shall  be  made  known  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Gorin- 
chem  by  Revs.  Deputies  ad  res  Indicas.  vii.  1*70:  xix.  2*28. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to   Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius,  May   7, 
1685.     xxvii.  182. 

Reverend  Brother,  Godfridus  Dellius: — 

From  yours  of  October  l.r>.  1084,  we  learn  that  you  had, 
through  a  certain  letter  of  ours  to  Rev.  Selyns,  as  also  through 
reports  coming  to  you  from  collateral  sources,  received  informa 
tion  of  the  call  made  upon  you  by  the  church  of  Henckelem;  and 
that  you  remained  in  expectation  of  the  original  documents  after 
this  preliminary  receipt  of  the  news.  These  were  sent  to  you  in 
order,  on  October  24,  (1084),  with  the  advice  of  our  Rev.  Classis 
thereon. 

We  perceive  with  satisfaction,  in  your  above  mentioned  letter, 
your  readiness  to  follow  this  advice,  yet  we  do  not  understand 
your  exact  meaning,  a?  plainly  as  we  wish,  respecting  your  ac 
ceptance  or  declination  of  said  call.  We  have  therefore  been 
directed  by  the  Rev.  Classis  to  address  you  again,  and  t<»  request 
you  seriously,  since  you  are  now  furnished  completely  with  all 
requisite  documents,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Classis.  to 
be  pleased  to  express  yourself  clearly,  at  the  tirst  opportunity, 
with  regard  thereto.  Also,  without  further  delay,  -end  your 
final  decision,  in  accordance  with  the  earne.-t  <!oin-  <-f  the  church 
of  Henckelem.  To  this  topic  restricting  <>urselv<-:-,  v.c  remain, 
after  wishing  all  prosperity  and  blessing  up"ii  yourself  and  ser 
vices,  Rev.  Brother, 

Your  affectionate  brethren  in  Christ, 

The   Deputati  a<l   res   Maritimas. 
Johannes  BrandolphiiF,      Johannes  Relandt, 
Amsterdam,          Gisbertus  Oostruni,  Caspar  Yoskuvl. 

May  7,  1685. 
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Ilr.v.   DKLI.ITS  ASKS  rou  Ifrs  DISMISSION   FROM  ALBANY. 

Extraordinary  Court  holden  at  Albany  July  0.   KlS.l. 

The  Consistory  of  iliis  City  appearing  in  <'otirt  inform  their  Worships  that  Domlne 
Godefridus  Dellius  resigned  his  otiice  as  Minister  last  Thursday  at  the  Conslstorial 
assembly,  ami  requests  his  (leinissi..n.  as  his  Reverence  is  advised  of  a  call  for 
him  to  Ilenelein  in  I'atria.  To  which  his  Rev.  was  answered  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  no  small  importance,  and  should  therefore  communicate  it  to  the  old  Con 
sistory  next  Monday:  ami  the  Members  aforesaid  being  assembled,  the  inquiry  was 
made  if  the  Classis  had  sent  letters  to  them  by  Domino  Dellius.  but  none  were 
found:  On  the  contrary  the  letters  were  sent  to  the  Court  and  therefore  he  was 
referred  to  the  Court  throiiu'h  whom  lie  was  called  and  to  whom  he  was  consigned. 

Wh-reupon  1  )omine  Dellius  appeared  in  Court  and  informed  their  Worships  that 
he  requested  his  demission  from  the  Consistory,  who  referred  him  to  their  Worships; 
and  as  it  is  directly  contrary  to  the  order  of  the  Netherlands  Church,  to  demand 
demission  from  the  Political  authority,  he.  therefore,  requests  that  he  may  receive 
his  demission  from  the  Consistory,  and  if  not,  a  Certificate. 

Their  Worships  learn  with  great  grief  and  surprise  the  proposition  and  communi 
cation  of  Domine  Dellius;  request  to  know  the  reason  of  his  Reverences  departure 
and  if  his  Rev.  is  not  satisfactorily  paid  his  salary.  It  is  their  Worships'  Opinion 
that  should  he  act  thus,  it  will  be  a  violation  of  his  promise,  whereby  he  pledged 
himself,  when  his  salary  was  raised,  on  his  arrival,  from  nine  hundred  gl.  Heaver 
to  Nine  hundred  gl.  Hollands,  that  he  should  not  leave  this  Congregation  unless 
something  extraordinary  occurred;  secondly  as  the  call  has  not  been  exhibited,  they 
require  to  see  it,  considering  that  it  is  a  very  strange  thing  to  call  a  Minister  from 
America,  where  he  Is  so  necessary. 

His  Reverence  says  that  he  is  promptly  paid  to  his  full  contentment  and  satis 
faction,  but  being  advised  of  a  call  to  Henckelum,  which  he  cannot  now  exhibit, 
he  is  wholly  disposed  to  return  home  and  prosecute  his  advancement. 

Whereupon  their  W.  desire  to  know  what  advancement  his  Reverence  looks  for; 
that  they  should  recommend  it,  for  their  W.  considering  that  Doiniue  Schaets, 
their  old  Minister,  is  very  feeble  and  again,  that  it  was  requisite  he  should  remain 
under  existing  circumstances,  when  so  many  strange  shepherds  are  lifting  up  their 
heads  as  we  daily  see;  but  the  Domine  persisting  in  his  proposal  to  depart,  and 
should  no  demission  be  given  him,  he  required  a  simple  certificate  for  he  was' 
fully  resolved  to  return  Home  and  nothing  should  persuade  him  to  remain  even 
though  lie  left  without  a  certificate. 

Their  W.  of  the  Court  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  consistory,  both  new  and  old, 
resolvd,  if  Domine  Dellius  is  in  no  way  to  be  persuaded  to  remain,  that  he  may 
then  go  but  on  his  own  authority,  and  that  no  Demission  can  be  given  him,  it' 
being  contrary  to  the  Will  and  Inclination  of  the  Congregation. —  Doc.  Hist.  N. 
Y.  iii.  r».",7. 

ACTION  ON  RK^TKST  or  RKV.   DKLLITS. 

Die  Mercury  Sthdo  [8  July]  16S:>. 

The  Consistory   informs  their   W.   of  the  Court   that  the   Rev.   Domine  Godefridus 

Delliu,  proposed  to  them  as  he  perceives  the  unwillingness  of  the  Congregation  to 

let    him   d.-part.   that    he   win  conclude   to   remain    until   the   Spring,   and  Jeopardize 

!  so  long,  in  order  to  preserve  the  sheep  from  all  straying  at  this  Conjuncture, 

on   condition    that    he   shall   depart    for    Patria    in    the    Spring  and   that   in   the  first 

ship.       Meanwhile    letters    shall    be    written    by    him    and    the    Consistory    to    the 

of    Amsterdam.    Con-uni   and    to    the   City    of    Henclum    to   procure   another 

Mlrii-T'-r   in   his   place,    in    which    he   shall   perform   his  duty. 

'f    the    Court    answer    the    Consistory    that    they    can    inform    Domino- 
t  if  his  Rev.  will  resolve  to  remain  some  years,  they  shall  be  well  pleased 
i'-ir  duty  in  afford  in.:  him  every  satisfaction  in  the  world:  but  if  not  his  Rev. 
to  his  [,re\iously  adopted   Resolution.— Doc.   Hist.   N.   Y.    iii.  538. 
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SYNOD  OF  XOKTH  H«>M..\.\I».  AT  EDAM. 

n»sr>,  .inly  .'Ji-Aug.  i>. 

Article    11. 
Extract  from  a  letter  from    Rev.    Pollius,  of  October   l.">.    1«;>4. 

He  notifies  us  that  ours  of  January  17,  HIM.  written  T.I  Rev 
Selyns  and  some  one  else  and  to  himself,  had  lieen  received;  in 
which  lie  was  informed  of  the  call  of  (the  church  of)  Jlenkelom 
on  him. 

Article   1*5. 
Labadists  and  Coelman. 

Ad  Art.  27.  Treating-  of  the  Labadists  and  of  Coelman.  the 
Rev.  Correspondents  Lave  read  from  their  Minutes;  also  the  sev 
eral  Classes  Lave  related,  Low  each,  within  its  own  1 -orders, 
watches  against  them.  The  Rev.  Classes  were  further  recom 
mended  to  take  good  care  against  l.iotli  the  one,  (the  sect  ),  and  the 
otber,  (tlie  man). 

H;M>-l<;sr>.  Attestations.  Lib.  A.  :J1,  .">:>,  of  English  Trans 
lation,  Mints.  C'L.  of  !Xew  York.  Concerning  payments  to  a 
Minister's  AYidow. 

(  1 )   Custom  in  XortL  Holland. 

We,  tlie  undersigned,  ministers  of  tlie  Reformed  Churches  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  tlie  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  testify,  at  the  request 
of  the  pious  and  learned  Domine,  Henry  Selyns,  that  Ministers' 
widows  after  tlie  deatL  of  tlieir  husbands,  draw  not  only  the 
salary  of  the  quarter,  in  wLicL  tlieir  husbands  died,  but  besides 
tLat,  a  Lalf  years  salary,  witLout  any  abatement.  And  at  the 
end  of  that  year,  draw  yearly  for  life,  one  hundred  guilders. 
Which,  in  testimony  of  its  truth,  we  subscribe  with  our  own 
Lands.  JoLannes  Brandolphua,  Minister  at  Wcsop. 

Caspar  Voskuyl,  Minister  at   YVesop. 
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(•2')   Custom  in  Utrecht.      The  same. 

Siu-ned.      llonricus  Ton    Brinck,  Minister  at   Witnis. 
Cornelius  Gentman,  Minister  at  Utrecht. 

(:j)  Custom  in  South  Holland. 

That  tliis  compensation,  through  all  South  Holland,  is  given  to 
ministers'  widows,  and  is  still  enjoyed  l>y  my  si>tor,  a  Minister's 

widow  at  Noordrccht,  I  testify. 

Casparus  Van  Zuuren. 

rl'he  day  of   his  departure 
to  Holland,  May  IT,  1685. 

Nota   hene.     Being  called   and   conditioned   according   to   the 
usage  of  the  Hollandish  churches  that  is  exhibited  thus  plainly, 
in  order  to  be  sooner  and  better  observed,  by  the  third  article  of 
the  contract  of  the  foregoing  call  [of  Domine  Selyns.] 
According  to  the  original, 

Henry  Selyns. 
August  16,  1685. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.   Godfridus  Dellius  to   the   Classis   of  Amsterdam,   Septem 
ber  1,  16S5.     Referred  to  in  xxi.  296. 

To  the  Rev.,  Pious,  Very  Learned  Mr.  Gisbert  Oostrum,  minister 
at  Amsterdam. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Verv  Learned  Sir: — 

I  duly  received  in  the  middle  of  August  your  favor  of  the  7th 
of  May  (l<Jsf>)  and  learned  therefrom  that  the  Rev.  Classis  had 
sent  me,  with  their  a<lviro  thereon,  the  Ilenckelem  call,  on  the 
iMth  of  October  16cS4.  You  now  demand  that  I,  without  further 
delay,  and  by  the  first  opportunity,  shall  finally  decide  as  to  its 
acceptance  or  declination.  Your  Reverence  will  please  to  take 
notice  that  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Ilomoet  on  the  4th  of  July 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  XEW  YORK.  903 

1685 

1G84,  and  which  you  thought  had  boon  despatched  on  the  24th  of 
October,  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  de  Wolff  until  the  25th  of 
April  current,  (1685),  and  has  taen  sent  to  me  only  now  with  the 
excuse,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  an  earlier  chance.  I 
have  only  just  received  it  simultaneously  with  yours. 

The  Rev.  Deputies  upon  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  in  their 
first  letter,  sought  to  dissuade  me  from  accepting  said  call.  They 
did  this  both  because  they  had  taken  notice  of  the  satisfaction  of 
the  congregation  with  me,  and  because  I  am  supposed  to  have 
further  engaged  myself  to  this  church  by  their  increase  of  my 
salary.  This  reason  was  hardly  presented  to  the  Rev.  Classis  in 
good  faith.  Before  I  came  here  from  Holland,  Messrs.  Rensselaer 
and  de  Wolff,  authorized  the  calling  me  a  second  time,  and  prom 
ised  me  a  second  contract,  that  nine  hundred  florins  should  be 
paid  to  me,  not  in  beavers  or  wheat  as  stipulated  in  the  first  con 
tract,  by  which  I  claimed  to  have  been  led  astray,  but  in  Holland 
money.  I  receive  therefore,  no  increased  salary,  but  the  proposed 
payment  in  beavers  or  grain  was  changed  into  a  specie  payment 
in  silver.  The  first  reason  would  have  been  powerful  enough,  viz., 
to  follow  the  wise  counsel  of  the  Rev.  Deputies  and  to  stay  here, 
if  I  had  received  it  immediately  after  the  call.  Then  the  church 
might  have  been  in  a  position  to  be  grateful  for  their  favor,  (the 
favor  of  the  Classis).  But  inasmuch,  as,  in  the  meantime,  it  has 
not  wearied  them  (of  ITenckelem)  to  wait  so  long  for  me;  and  as 
I  have  not  even  darkly  hinted  to  them  that  by  sending  over  the 
call  their  desires  would  be  so  far  gratified;  so  now  I  feel  that  T 
am  compelled,  and  may  the  Rev.  ( 'lassis  approve  of  my  determina 
tion,  to  accept  the  said  call,  as  I  hereby  do,  and  to  exchange  for 
another  church  this  dear  and  growing  congregation,  of  whose  es 
teem  and  affection  I  am  fully  satisfied;  and  which  has  bcon  pleased 
to  bestow  much  trouble  upon  retaining  me.  1  pray  <iod,  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  bless  our  services  there,  as  lie  has  done  here. 
I  have  also  written  to  the  church  at  Ifenckelem,  that  I  accept  their 
call,  and  with  God's  help  intend  to  return  to  the  Fatherland  some- 
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time  vet  tins  year.     I  remain,  with  my  wishes  of  salvation  for  you. 
and  blessings  upon  you,  your  services  and  your  families, 
Reverend,  Pious,  Very  Learned  Sir, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

G.  Dellius. 
N"ew  Albany, 
the  1st  of  Sept. 
1685. 

REV.  JEAN  DE  LAMBERVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  DOXGAN. 

1685,    Sept.   10. 
My  Lord: 

I  had  the  honour  not  long  since  to  write  to  you:  it  was  last  mouth:  Since  the 
despatch  of  my  last  letter,  the  Senecas  who  were  desirous  to  make  trouble  and  to 
persuade  the  Mohawks  and  other  villages  to  unite  with  them  against  Mons.  de 
la  Barre,  have  changed  their  minds;  since  they  were  assured  that  the  peace  con 
cluded  last  year,  as  you  desired,  would  not  he  broken  by  M.  de  la  Barre,  as  they 
were  maliciously  told,  and  as  a  hundred  false  reports  which  are  never  ceased  being 
related  would  persuade  them.  To  complete  successfully  what  you  have  so  well 
begun,  it  only  remains  to  exhort  the  Senecas  to  add  a  few  more  peltries  to  the 
ten  beavers  and  thirty  otters  which  they  left  in  deposit  with  the  Ounontagues  to 
satisfy  Mr.  de  la  Barre,  as  you  last  year  recommended  them  to  do.  Let  your  zeal 
for  the  publick  peace,  and  especially  for  the  Christians  of  this  America  induce 
you,  If  you  please,  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  this  good  work  and  to  recommend 
the  Senecas  and  other  villages  not  to  attach  credit  to  the  recent  floating  rumors, 
since  it  is  true  that  the  Governor  of  Canada  desires  with  all  his  heart  that  all 
things  should  be  quiet,  and  to  second  your  just  intentions.  The  Onnontagues  and; 
those  who  are  of  their  opinions,  have  operated  powerfully  on  the  minds  of  the 
said  Seuecas  to  induce  them  to  resume  thoughts  of  peace,  as  Mr.  Arnout,  bearer 
of  this  letter,  who  was  present  at  what  was  done  and  said,  can  inform  you,  and 
from  whom  you  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  news. 

Since  peace,  through  your  care,  will  apparently  last,  we  shall  continue  to  carry 
the  Christian  Faith  through  this  country,  and  to  solicit  the  Indians,  whom  you 
honor  with  your  friendship,  to  embrace  it  as  you  yourself  embrace  it,  for  this  is  the 
sole  object  that  has  caused  us  to  come  here,  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  shed 
for  all  men,  may  be  useful  to  them,  and  that  His  glory  may  be  great  throughout 
the  earth. 

If  you  will  please  to  honor  me  with  a  line  from  your  hand  you  can  have  your 
letter  given  to  one  named  Garakontie  who  is  deputed  from  the  Onnontagues  to 
repair  to  the  Diet  which  you  have  convoked  at  Albany.  Do  him  the  charity  to 
exhort  him  to  be  a  good  Christian,  as  he  was  whose  name  he  bears,  and  who  was 
hlR  brother.  Recommend  him  I  beseech  you  not  to  get  drunk  any  more,  as  he* 
promised  when  he  was  baptized,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  Christian.  One 
word  from  you  will  have  a  wonderful  effect  on  his  mind,  and  he  will  publish* 
throughout  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  English  forbid  them  to  be  Christians  since 
jou  who  command  them  will  have  exhorted  him  to  persevere  therein. 

I  pray  God  who  has  given  us  the  grace  to  be  united  in  the  same  Catholic  faith, 
to  unite  us  also  in  Heaven;  and  that  he  may  heap  his  favors  on  you  here  on 
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earth,   Is  the  wish  of  him    who   Is  perfectly,    ami    with   all    manner  of  respect.    Mr 
Lord, 

Your  very   humble  an<l   very  obedient    Servant 

Jean  de   I.ambervllle. 
of  the  onler  of  Jesuits,     n-alled   in   Indian.   Telorhenserei.* 

Oblige  me,  I  request  you,  to  have  the  enclosed  sent  to  It*  address. 

Please,  My  Lord,  pardon  uie  the  liberty  which  I  take  to  present  my  humble 
respects  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  who  is  called  among  the  Indians.  |ilg  Sword 
or  Cutlass,*  who  I  learn  is  with  you  at  Albany  to  whom,  some  time  ago.  I  emitted 
to  be  restored  an  Englishman  named  Kobelman.  whom  these  Indians  here  had 
plundered  and  captured,  ami  whom  I  took  into  my  hut  to  *ave  him  from  the  fury 
of  some  refractory  people  and  from  those  who  would  make  him  their  slave.  It 
is  the  least  service  I  would  desire  to  render  him. —  Col.  I»ocs.  N.  Y.  III.  4.">3  4. 

1*585  V     Reverend  Father  Dablou  to  Governor  I>ongan 
Sir: 

The  peace  of  our  Lord. 

I  have  learned  by  the  letters  to  the  two  Fathers  de  Lambervl!!»,  who  are  with 
the  Iroquols  of  Ouuoutage,  the  kindness  you  have  for  them  and  the  protection 
you  afford  them  in  their  difficult  position  win-re  zeal  for  God's  glory  and  for  the 
salvation  of  souls  alone  occupies  them. 

As  God  hath  willed  that  they  should  be  under  my  guidance,  it  j);is  1,,.,-n  their 
duty  to  Inform  me  to  what  extent  you  carried  the  affection  of  which  you  afford 
them  such  sensible  proofs,  and  what  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  do  to  extricate 
the  younger  from  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed  during  his  elder  brother'* 
absence. 

I  am  already  aware  that  your  protection  extends  even  to  the  trouble  of  saving 
them  from  a  thousand  sorts  of  insults  to  which  they  are  exposed  especially  during 
the  drunken  debauches  which  constitute  one  of  their  severest  martyrdoms.  In  a 
word,  they  have  informed  me  that  you  spare  no  pains  to  procure  for  th.-m  the 
repose  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  furnishing  th.-m  also  the  mean* 
to  send  many  souls  to  Paradise. 

Here  Is,  Sir,  sufficient  cause  to  oblige  mo  to  express  to  you  by  this  b-tti-r.  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  write  you,  how  sensible  I  am  of  so  many  klndnejwes.  the 
continuance  of  which  I  make  bold  to  ask  of  you  through  the  adorable  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  whose  precious  remains  those  Fathers  :ir.-  collecting  among  the 
Heathen. 

I   cannot  hope  to  be  ever  able  to  acknowledge  them  as   I   ought.   t"it    I   can  nnnert 
that  God  will  be  the  witness  of  my  gratitude,   and   that    I   shall  often   pray   Him  to 
be  your  rich   reward  and   to   heap   Ills   holy    P.'.esslngs  on  you   In   thin-  and   eternity. 
Tills  is  what   I   ask  him  with  as  much  ardour  as   I   am  with   respect. 
Sir. 
Your   very   humble   and   very   obedient    servant. 

Claude  I>.iMo:i. 

of     the     S'.,|etV      ..f     JeHlld. 

-_(•,,!      t H      N      Y.     III.     4.M 


•Signifying.    •'The    Iiawning   of    the    hay".      r.dd-irs    Five    NsiMnin.    1"7        H    U 
derived  from   the  Onondaga    word,   lorhenha  —  the   morning. 


In    Indian.    Assarlgoa.      Coldcn's    Five    Nations.    4l>.      In    the    Mohnw 
the  Compel  of  St     John    attributed   to   the  Chl.-f   Norton,   the  i 
10,.    Is    rendered    bv    the   term    Asharego-n.    whld,    Hlgnlll-K.    llt.-r, 
being  compounded  (see  Gallatln's   Vocab-ilaryi   of  Au«ehlrle.\ 
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CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America.    Rev.  Henry  Selyns  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  Sept,  20,  1685. 

To  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Domine  Gisbertus 
Oostrum,  P.  T.,  Deputy  for  the  foreign  churches,  and  faith 
ful  pastor  of  Christ's  Church  at  Amsterdam. 

To  be  delivered  to  himself. 

New  York,  the  20th  of  Sept.  1685.     O.  S. 
My  dear  Sir: — 

When  Domine  Van  Zuuren  removed  to  Gouderack,  I  at  last 
persuaded  the  vacant  churches  of  Long  Island,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  New  Uytrecht,  to  convene  for  the  call  of  a  preacher. 
This  was  to  be  done  on  their  behalf  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Am 
sterdam.  Full  power  and  authority  for  it  was  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Classis  by  the  ship  "  Beaver  ".  To  have  it  done  as  quickly  as 
possible,  there  was  enclosed  a  draft  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
florins,  Holland  currency,  payable  by  Reynier  van  Brug,  who 
lives  on  New  Street,  in  Amsterdam. 

But  lest  the  "  Beaver "  should  be  shipwrecked,  which  may 
God  forbid,  or  captured,  a  copy  of  the  former  letter  written  by 
said  churches  to  the  Classis,  is  here  enclosed,  with  a  duplicate  of 
the  draft  for  the  same  amount  and  order,  if  the  first  remains  un 
paid.  This  is  to  induce  the  Rev.  Classis  to  send  us  an  able  pastor 
by  the  same  ship  "  Beaver  ",  or  by  another  ship  about  to  sail,, 
the  "  Hopewell  ";  or  at  least  by  the  next,  the  "  New  York  ". 

The  enclosure  will  inform  you  how  urgent  is  this  case,  for  the 
Ant\verp  man,  it  is  said,  has  been  engaged  by  the  King.  Con 
cerning  the  Labadists  —  their  blustering  has  mostly  been 
quenched;  but  now,  upon  the  arrival  of  some  more  from  the  house 
at  Wiewarden,  they  again  protrude  their  heads  above  the  water. 
They  have  been  reinforced  also  by  Dutch  Quakers,  who  have 
come  to  Long  Island.  Their  impudent  head  and  teacher,  Telle- 
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naer,  intended  to  go  and  live  in  Pennsylvania,  but  he  remained 
licrc  and  has  not  yet  left,  because  of  Doinine  van  Zuurcn's  de 
parture.  He  has  dared,  may  God  help  us,  to  disturb  public 
divine  service  at  Breuckelen  and  ^Midwout,  on  one  Sundav  at 
the  former  place,  and  on  the  next  Sunday  at  the  latter.  lie 
conies  assisted  by  his  confrater,  singing  into  the  church.  He 
pushes  himself  forward  and  sits  down  near  the  pulpit.  After 
public  prayer  he  rises  and  calls  out  loudly,  that  it  has  been  re 
vealed  to  him  by  God  to  say  something  to  this  congregation 
which  is  now  without  a  pastor:  that  they  had  until  the  present 
time,  only  an  hireling,  who  drew  wages.  He  offers  his  service 
as  pastor  for  nothing;  and  as  heretofore  they  had  been  deceived 
by  a  false  divine  service,  he  is  sent  to  them  to  preach  the  true 
and  living  God.  One  of  the  Elders  ordered  Tellenaer  to  be  silent 
and  pushed  him,  amid  great  commotion  and  disturbance,  away 
from  the  baptismal  fount.  The  constable  then  led  him  out  of 
the  church.  After  the  service  they  went  to  the  school  house. 
There,  with  great  audacity,  he  boasted  of  being  without  sin,  and 
spoke  against  original  sin,  psalm  singing,  baptism,  communion, 
and  the  righteousness  ascribed  to  Christ.  lie  shook  his  head, 
brushed  the  dust  from  liis  feet,  and  delivered  up  all,  who  were  not 
willing  to  listen  to  his  word,  to  the  evil  one. 

But  besides  this,  certain  troubles  are  arising  in  other  of  the 
neighboring  churches.  Certain  men  came  over  last  year  with  cer 
tificates  from  Sluys  in  Flanders,  and  from  Middlcburg  and  Groode, 
in  Zeeland.  They  were  only  tailors  or  shoemakers  or  cobblers, 
yet  they  endeavored  to  be  promoted  in  this  place  or  in  that  to  tho 
office  of  precentor  and  schoolmaster.  Some  of  them  were  as 
sisted  by  me  because  of  their  great  zeal;  but  how  is  it  possible  to 
agree  with  most  of  them?  They  speak  against  the  church,  public? 
prayer  and  the  liturgy  of  the  church.  They  say  we  are  Coel- 
manists,  catechize,  have  private  exercises  and  special  prayers;  and 
almost  say,  that  the  public  prayers  are  spurious.  True  believers 
are  grieved  at  these  things  and  look  forward  to  very  great  troubles 
therefrom  to  the  church  of  God. 
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I  lived  in  Abraham's  bosom  at  Waverveen;  but  am  sorrowful 
to  lire  here  among  so  many  wild  beasts  and  bulls  of  Bashan.  It 
is  sad  that  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  sees  all  this  with  an 
unmoved  eye,  without  showing  the  least  commiseration;  without 
holding  out  the  smallest  hand  of  brotherly  love. 

But  to  remedy  these  things,  we  request,  that  from  the  Synodi- 
cal  Repertorium  (or  General  Digest  of  Acts),  some  extracts  may 
be  sent  to  us  concerning  schoolmasters  and  precentors  in  order 
that  churches  and  schools  in  this  country  may  be  regulated  and 
conducted  according  to  the  familiar  usages  of  the  churches  and 
schools  in  the  Xetherlands.  In  particular,  there  is  a  person  from 
Middleburg  whose  name,  as  we  understand  it  is  Gelan.de  Coutrier. 
The  church  at  B.  (Brooklyn?)  desires  to  have  a  minister  but  for  a 
very  little.  They  wanted  the  Rev.  Classis  to  examine  him  as  to 
his  knowledge;  but  understanding  that  it  would  cost  one  hundred 
and  fifty  florins,  Holland  currency,  they  looked  at  each  other 
without  saying  anything.  A  request  was  then  made  to  have 
the  examination  and  ordination  performed  here,  as  in  the  case 
of  Domine  Tesschenmaker.  But  we  remembered  the  struggles 
of  the  city  of  Batavia,  and  those  of  Ceylon,  in  their  efforts  to  make 
licentiates  out  of  Comforters  of  the  Sicl^  and  Ministers  out  of 
Licentiates;*  and  especially  that  it  would  lean  towards  the  Inde 
pendents  of  Xew  England,  and  therefore  I  refused  to  second  it, 
and  spoke  against  it.  Let  the  Rev.  Classis,  as  well  as  myself  and 
my  church,  be  faithful  (to  Church-Order.)  I  shall  remain  faith 
ful  to  the  very  end.  Those  people  alluded  to,  seem  to  have  some 
evil  intentions;  and  who,  God  help  us,  seems  to  care  for  the  re 
sult.  Here  is  a  grain  merchant,  but  neither  a  licentiate  nor 
minister,  and  lie  offers  his  services  to  take  charge  of  a  congrega 
tion  in  this  country.  lie  would  be  satisfied  with  a  salary  of  per 
haps  three  hundred  and  fifty  florins,  Holland  currency.  I  leave 
it  to  you  to  consider,  whether  this  does  not  savour  of  simony; 

*  For  an  account  of  these  irregularities  In  Batavia,  See  Hofstede,  Oost  Indische 
Kork/.aken,  1779. 
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whether  it  does  not  tend  to  the  ruin  of  ;ill   ministerial  >ervioe, 
and  to  open  the  door  t<»  many  irrational  novelties. 

Your  Reverences  may  n<.\v  judge  whether  we  have  no  reasons 
for  complaints  and  to  pour  our  lamentations  from  our  souls,  when 
so  many  spirits  of  error,  myriad-eyed,  wait  for  tin-  destruction 
of  the  Church  of  find:  while  the  Rev.  ( 'lassis  turn-  not  a  single 
eye  of  pity,  nor  ea.-ts  even  the  slightest  planer  for  the  strength 
ening  of  a  distant  church  which  is  in  deadly  peril. 

I  dare  not  detain  your  Reverences  any  longer  and  >hall  await 
for  what  I  requested.  Domino  Tesschenmaker  has  l>een  called 
to  Schenechtade,  l»ut  is  in  dov.ht  wliether  to  accept  it  or  not. 
Domine  Dellius,  who  received  the  letter  from  the  ( 'la--U.  wrote 
to  me  two  weeks  ago  ahout  returning  home  this  year.  His 
Reverence  suffers,  as  I  am  told  }.y  travclleiv  from  A 11 -any,  with 
some  severe  complaint.  Domine  \YeekMeen  remains  under  the 
cloud. 

In  closing  I  shall  ask  you  to  greet  1 ).  ! ).  Roelan!.  l.randolphus 
and  Voskuyl,  your  fellow  Deputies  for  foreign  affairs,  and  to 
read  to  them,  or  if  necessary,  to  the  Rev.  <  'la  —  is,  thi>  letter.  Vale. 

Your  willing  hrot  her. 

I  lenricus  Sclyns. 

CONDITIONAL   LKGACY   TO   Tin:    Pooi:   <»i    TIII:    Di  r« n    Curirrii. 

LllJ.     A.     -14    OF    MlXTTKS.     K.\(,I.IS1I     Ti:  A  NM.A  I  K  »N. 

Be  it  known  to  every  one  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I.  the  un 
dersigned,  iMaria  flordon,  wife  of  Domine  .John  <  iordoii,  heing  on 
my  journey  to  Kngland  in  the  .-hip  llopewcll,  .lolm  Korna, 
Master,  of  my  own  free  will,  good  reason.-  and  opinion....  my  con 
science  moving  me  thereto.  l,y  title  of  doiiatio  cau-a  mortis,  a  gift 
in  view  of  death,  have  given  and  granted,  as  I  herel.y  do  to  the 
after  descrihed  persons,  (1)  To  the  Deacons  of  the  Duich  Re 
formed  Congregation  in  the  <  'ity  of  N«-\\  York,  for  the  l.ehonf 
of  the  poor  of  the  same,  the  just  half  of  all  my  outstanding  dehts, 
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(credits,)  actions  and  claims,  which  are  actually  due  to  me  from 
different  persons  dwelling  in  the  province  of  Xew  York  and  the 
neighborhood  thereof,  and  elsewhere  in  America,  according  to 
the  book  accounts,  reckonings,  obligations,  hypotheeks  and  other 
documents  and  proofs  thereof,  being  and  resting  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Dirck  Vander  Cliff,  etc. 

Well  premeditated,  and  with  good  intention  and  understand 
ing,  signed  and  sealed  in  Xew  York,  September  30,  1685. 

Maria  Gordon,      [L.  s.] 
Attest, 

William  Bogardus, 

Witnesses,  Xotary  Public. 

Isaac  Grevenraet, 
G.  V.  Tricht. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Inquiry  as  to  Rev.  Dellius. 

1G85,  Oct.  1st. 

Rev.  John  van  Leesten,  of  the  Classis  of  Gorinchem,  inquired 
in  the  name  of  that  Classis,  whether  this  Classis  had  received 
further  news  of  Rev.  Dellius,  whereof  (mention  is  made)  in  Acta 
of  May  7th,  16S5.  Also  if  it  have  any  knowledge  of  a  pledge 
(covenant)  of  Rev.  Dellius  to  the  church  of  Xew  Albany?  The 
Classis  replies  that  it  has  received  no  later  news  from  Rev.  Dellius 
of  the  church  of  Xew  Albany;  but  we  have  in  our  possession  a 
letter  from  the  magistrates  at  Xew  Albany,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  Rev.  Dellius  was  bound  to  the  church  of  that  place  for  four 
years  after  August  1G82;  and  that  the  Depp,  ad  res  Indicas 
would  furnish  the  Classis  of  Gorinchem,  if  it  so  desire,  with  a 
copy  of  that  letter,  vii.  308;  xix.  230. 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  XEW  YORK. 
Call  of  Kev.  Variek  to  Xew  Xetherland. 

1085,  Xov.   12th. 

Rev.  Rudolphtis  Variek,  minister,  having  offered  his  service, 
to  the  Classis,  to  minister  to  the  church  in  Xew  Xetherland  the 
same  was  gladly  accepted  by  the  Rev.  Classis.  He  was  subse 
quently  unanimously  called  as  minister  in  Xew  Xethcrland  with 
the  proviso  that  he  shall  have  the  choice  of  such  clnirol.es  as  shall 
>e  vacant  at  the  time  of  his  departure  for  Xew  Xetherland.  vii. 

GENERAL  THANKSGIVING  FOR  THE  KING'S  VICTORY.     LIH.  A.  51, 
ENGLISH  TRANSLATION  OF  MINTS.  OF  CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1685,  Dec.  13. 
By  the  Governor  in  Council  :- 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  give  to  his  most  sacred 
Majesty,  James  II,  etc.,  our  most  gracious  Kin^,  so  sifflial  an<1 
absolute  victories  over  the  late  rebels;  a  blessing  so  -m,lt  that  it 
extends  to  this  a.s  well  as  to  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
and  Whereas,  nothing  is  more  acceptable  to  the  divine  goodness 
than  the  due  tribute  of  praise  and  thanksgiving;  and  nothing  more 
effectual  to  preserve  good  order  and  repose  than  hearty  thanks 
for  deliverance  from  rebellion  and  tumults:  It  is  therefore 
thought  fit  and  ordered  that  a  solemn  day  be  appointed,  to  render 
the  most  public  and  cheerful  expressions  for  (Jod's  great  mercy 
and  bounty.  And  that  it  may  be  the  UK. re  unanimously  per 
formed,  Sunday  the  13  of  December  next  ensuing,  is  the  day 
appointed  to  render  thanks  and  praises  to  almighty  (iod  through 
out  this  province.  Hereby  we  (wish)  all  ministers  and  preacher* 
to  excite  their  people  to  a  due  sense  of  (lod's  great  goodness  and 
blessings,  and  to  pray  earnestly  to  the  King  of  Kings  that  his 
majesty  may  reign  long  and  happily  over  all  his  subjects,  and 
never  have  occasion  for  or  obtain  victories;  and  that  there  mav 
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be  always  one  of  his  Royal  line  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  illus 
trious  ancestors  so  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endure. 

And  since  the  Turks  are  so  violently  bent  to  subvert  and  extir 
pate  the  Christian  religion  and  people;  all  who  believe  in  Christ 
are  therefore  required  to  offer  up  their  hearty  thanks  for  the  good 
success  of  the  Christian  armies  against  the  Ottoman  sword,  to 
gether  with  their  earnest  prayers  for  the  happy  continuance  of 
the  same;  that  the  power  and  the  cruel  outrage  of  the  infidels 
may  cease,  and  all  Christendom  enjoy  a  perfect  tranquillity  and 
quiet. 

All  Christians  within  this  government  are  strictly  commanded 
to  observe  the  aforesaid  13th  day  of  December  with  all  sobriety, 
seriousness  and  devotion,  agreeably  to  so  solemn  a  time  and  oc 
casion. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  William,  New  York,  the  20th 

day  of  November,  1685. 

Thomas  Dongan. 

Passed  the  OmVe, 

J.  Spragg,  Secretary. 

REV.  SAMUEL  EBURX    (?)  AT  BROOKHAVEN,  L.  I. 

1685. 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Eburne  the  minister  of  this  towne,  being  at  a  towue  meeting  held 
by  Mr.  Justice  Woodhull,  his  warrent  elected  by  a  vote  to  be  minister  of  this 
towne  and  parrish;  and  it  being  proposed  unto  him  by  the  Towne,  in  regard  of 
some  tender  consciences,  that  he  would  omitt  the  ceremonies  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  in  publick  worshipe;  the  said  Mr.  Samuel  Eburne  hath  promised 
and  by  the  presents  covenant  and  promise  to,  and  with  the  Inhabitants  and' 
Parrishioners  of  this  towne,  that  according  to  their  desire  with  regard  of  their 
tender  consciences  to  omitt  and  not  use  the  aforesaid  ceremonies  neither  In  his 
publick  worship  or  ndministracon  of  the  Sacraments  excepting  to  such  persons  as 
shall  desire  the  same.  In  wittness  whereof  the  said  Samuel  Eburne  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand.  Wittness  my  hand, 

SAMUEL  EBURNE,   Minister. 

Records  of  Towne  of  Brookhaven,  of  1685,  p.  63.  Quoted  by  Dlx,  i.  56,  note.  See 
Document  under  date  of  Oct.  28,  1682. 
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To  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF  THE  PIIUVIXCE  OF  XEW  YORK 

AND  DEPENDENCIES. 

,,- 

The  Address  of  the  people  called  Quakers  of  this  Province  Sheweth: 

That  whereas  the  said  People  have  In  all  matters  wherein  the  freedom  of  their 
Consciences  are  not  concerned,  readily  obeyed  and  doe  obey  the  wholesome  Laws 
of  this  Government  one  of  which  Laws  by  the  favour  of  the  King  and  bin' 
Gouvernour  hath  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  entitled  the  Chartre  of  the  Liberties 
wherein  this  Clause  Is  Contained,  That  no  person  or  persons  Professing  faith  lu 
God  by  Jesus  Christ,  shall  at  any  time  be  any  wayes  molested  punnlshed  din  ' 
qnleted  called  In  question  for  any  difference  in  ..pinion  or  matter  of  Religious 
concernment  who  do  not  actually  disturb  the  rivll  peace  of  the  Province,  but 
that  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  shall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  freely  have  and  fully  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  and  conscience*  In 
matters  of  Religion  throughout  the  Province. 

Now  whereas  notwithstanding  the  Liberty  and  freedome  granted  unto  all  pro 
fessing  Faith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ  in  the  aforesaid  act.  the  said  people  called 
Quakers  have  in  several  parts  of  the  government  bein  molested  and  disquieted  In 
having  their  goods  distrained  and  taken  away  for  not  training  which  the  said 
People  doe  conceive  and  apprehend  to  bee  an  infringement  upon  the  Liberty 
granted  In  the  forecited  Act,  by  reason  the  said  people  do  refuse  the  bearing  of 
Arms  upon  no  other  account  then  as  they  Consclenclously  dare  not  In  obedience 
to  God  and  not  out  of  any  Contempt  to  Authority,  as  Is  well  known  by  the  practice 
of  said  people  In  other  parts  of  the  World  as  well  as  here.  Therefore  the  naid 
people  doe  Intreat  the  Governor  and  Council  aforesaid  to  take  Into  their  most 
serious  consideration  the  premises  aforesaid,  so  that  the  said  people  may  be  relieved 
in  the  Dammages  already  sustained  and  prevented  from  the  like  Suffering* 
hereafter. 

Att  a  Council!   held  ye  L'4.   Feb.    l«is»;  prt.    lii<   KxceiU-ncy   etc. 

Addresse  of  the  Quakers  rend  —  upon  which  the  Coum-lll  on  perusall  of  the  acts 
requiring  traynelng  unanimously  gave  it  for  their  Opinion  that  no  man  can  bee 
exempted  from  that  obligation  and  that  such  us  make  fayliu-r  therein  lett  their 
preterits  be  what  they  will  must  submit t  to  ye  undergoing  such  peualtycH  an  by 
the  said  Act  Is  provided.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y  iii.  «M>7.  «H*v 


Acts  of  the  Deputies.  A  letter  from  K<  v.  Prllius  accepting  the 
call  of  Ilenkelom.  A  letter  from  Rev.  < 'asparus  van  Smiren, 
(Zmiren.)  Rev.  Kudoiphus  Varick  railed  to  l^njr  Island. 

lt;s<5,  March   liMh. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  (Jodfridus  Pellius  dated  Septem 
ber  1,  16S5.     In  this  he  roundly  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
church  of  Henkelom.     ile  has  written  to  the  church  herself  on 
the  subject,  and  says  that  he  accepts  her  call  in  the  fear  of  the 
58 
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Lord,  and  that  he  hopes  ere  long  to  let  himself  be  found  in  per 
son  among  them,  for  the  fulfilling  of  his  duties. 

There  was  also  received  a  letter  from  Long  Island.  In  this 
they  make  request,  that  as  soon  as  possible  a  minister  may  be 
sent  to  them  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Van  Suuren,  (Zuuren).  The 
Classis  having  looked  about,  as  they  had  opportunity,  for  a 
capable  person,  finally  struck  the  good  fortune  of  finding  one  not 
disinclined  thereto.  This  was  the  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varick,  minis 
ter  at  Hem,*  in  the  Northern  Quarter.  In  order  further  to  dis 
pose  him  to  accept  the  service  of  the  said  churches  in  those  far 
off  regions,  and  to  put  matters  in  proper  shape ;  since  he  has  been 
unanimously  called  thither  by  the  Classis,  and  he  himself  has  also 
been  pleased  to  follow  up  the  said  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord; 
and  for  the  further  carrying  into  effect  the  said  call,  both  in  re 
gard  to  his  church  at  Hem,  and  in  regard  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Enckhuysen;  the  Revs.  Gisbert  Oostrom,  and  John  Brandolphus 
are  appointed  a  Committee  thereto,  xxi.  296. 

Rev.  Varick. 

1686,  April  1st. 

The  call  of  the  Rev.  Varick  to  Xcw  Xetherland  had  already 
been  carried  into  effect  to  such  an  extent  by  Rev.  Deputati  that  he 
was  dismissed  (dissolved)  not  only  from  the  Classis  of  Enckhuy 
sen,  and  the  church  of  Hem,  but  was  already  on  the  way  thither, 
vii.  40-i. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Varick. 

1686,  April  2nd. 

Rev.  Oostrom  made  known,  that  the  Committee,  consisting  of 
himself  and  Rev.  Brandolphus,  mentioned  in  the  previous  Acta, 
had  secured  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Varick  from  the  church  of 

*  This  is  the  church,  between  Hoorn  and  Enkhuysen,  in  which  Rev.  Jonas 
Mi.-lKu-lius  was  settled,  1014-1024,  who  in  1G2S  became  the  first  minister  in  New 
York.  See  note  on  Hem,  In  connection  with  his  name. 
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Hem,  and  from  the  Rev.  Chassis  of  Enrkhnysen,   with   satisfac 
tory  testimonials  of  esteem  for  his  person  and  work. 

The  answer  to  the  letter  of  Kcv.  Selyns  was  also  dispatched 
by  Rev.  Oostrom,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sch«M>l  regulations. 
These  are  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Repertorium,  (the  Digest)  and 
will  be  sent  to  him  at  the  next  opportunity,  xxi.  L)(,<S. 

1C8G,  April  L'O. 

Commission  of  Rev.  Alexander  Times  as  Chaplain.  Same  as 
that  to  Rev.  Josias  Clark,  June  1C,  1684.  Doc.  Hist.  iii. 
245. 

SECRET  INSTRUCTIONS  SENT  BY  JAMES  II.  TO  GOVERNOR  DON*- 
GAN,  OF  XKW  YORK. 

1080,  May  20. 


Repeal  of  Charter  of  Liberties. 

12.  "  And  whereas  we  have  been  presented  with  n  Kill  or  Charter  passed  In  y» 
late  Assembly  of  New  York,  containing  several  franchises,  privileges  and  Im- 
munitys  mentioned  to  be  granted  to  the  Inhabitants  of  our  said  Province.  You  nre 
to  Declare  Our  Will  and  pleasure  that  ye  said  Kill  or  Charter  of  I-'ranchUe  bee- 
forthwith  repealed  and  disallowed,  as  ye  same  is  hereby  Repealed,  determined  mid 
made  void  "  . 


but  they  were  to  continue  the  duties  and  Impositions  mentioned  In  said  Charter. 

INSTRUCTIONS   ON    RKI.IGION. 

31.  You  shall  take  especial  care  that  God  Almighty  bee  devoutly  and  diioljr 
served  throughout  your  Government:  the  Kook  of  Common  Prayer,  as  It  In  uo\? 
established,  read  each  Sunday  and  Holyday,  and  the  Klessed  Sacrament  adminis 
tered  according  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church  of  England.  You  shall  be  careful  that 
the  Churches  already  built  there  shall  be  well  and  orderly  kept  and  more  built  as 
ye  Coloule  shall,  by  God's  blessing,  bee  Improved.  And  that  besides  a  competent 
maintenance  to  bee  assigned  to  ye  minister  of  each  Church,  a  convenient  House 
bee  built  at  the  Coinon  charge  for  each  Minister,  and  a  competent  proportion  of 
Land  assigned  him  for  a  Glebe  and  exercise  of  his  Industry. 

:>,-2.  And  you  are  to  take  care  that  the  Parishes  be  so  limited  and  settled  n*  you 
shall  Hnd  most  convenient  for  ye  accomplishing  this  good  work. 

.°>.T   Our    will    and    pleasure    Is    that    no    Minister    be    preferred    by    you    to    any 
Ecclesiastical    Benefice   In    that   our    Province,    without   a   Certificate    from    y«-   mom 
Reverend  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  or  his  being  conformable  t< 
trine  and   Discipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  of  good   life  and  Convi-rnatlon. 

34.  And  If  any  person  preferred  already  to  a  Kenence  shall  appear  to  you  to  give 
scandal  either  by  his  Doctrine  or  Manners,  you  are  i»  »*••  tin-  beHt    III.-UIIN  for  ye 
removal  of  him;  and  to  supply  the  vacancy   In  such  IIIHMIHT  n»   wee  huve 
And  also  our  pleasure  Is  that,   In  the  direction  ..f  all  Church   Affairs,    the   Minister 
be  admitted  Into  the  respective  vestrys. 
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35.  And  to  th'  end  the  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  may  take  place  in  that  Our  Province  as  farr  as  conveniently  may  bee. 
Wee  doe  think  fltt  that  you  give  all  countenance  and  encouragement  in  ye  exercise 
of  the  same;  excepting  only  the  Collating  to  Benefices,  granting  licenses  for' 
Marriage,  and  Probat  of  Wills,  which  we  have  reserved  to  you  our  Governor  and 
to  ye  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being. 

30.  And  you  are  to  take  especial  care,  that  a  table  of  marriages  established  by  ye 
Canons  of  the  Church  of  England,  bee  hung  up  In  all  Orth6dox  Churches  and  duly 
observed. 

37.  And  you  are  to  take  care  that  Books  of  Homilys  and  Books  of  the  39  Articles 
of  ye  Church  of  England  bee  disposed  of  to  every  of  ye  said  Churches,   and  that 
they  bee  only  kept  and  used  therein.  f 

38.  And  wee  doe  further  direct  that  noe  Schoolmaster  bee  henceforth  permitted 
to  come  from  England  and  to  keep  school  within  our  Province  of  New  York,  with 
out  the  license  of  the  snid  Archbishop  of  Canterbury;   And  that  noe  other  person 
now  there  or  that  shall  come  from  other  parts,  bee  admitted  to  keep  school  with 
out  your  license  first  had. 

39.  You  are  to  take  care  that  Drunkenness  and  Debauchery,   Swearing  and  blas 
pheming   bee  severely    punished;    And    that   none   be   admitted   to  pub^c    trust   and 
Imployment  whose  ill  fame  and  conversation  may  bring  scandal  thereupon. 


42.  You  shall  permitt  all  persons  of  what  Religion  soever  quietly  to  inhabit 
within  your  Government  without  giving  them  any  disturbance  or  disquiet  whatso 
ever  for  or  by  reason  of  their  differing  Opinions  in  matters  of  Religion  Provided 
they  give  no  disturbance  to  ye  public  peace,  nor  doe  molest  or  disquiet  others  in 
the  free  exercise  of  their  Religion. 


GO.  You  shall  pass  a  Law  for  the  Restraining  of  Inhuman  Severitys  which  by  all 
masters  or  overseers  may  be  used  towards  their  Christian  servants  or  slaves, 
wherein  provision  is  to  be  made  that  ye  willful  killing  of  Indians  &  Negroes  may 
bee  punished  with  death,  and  that  a  fitt  penalty  bee  imposed  for  the  maiming  of 
them. 

61.  You  are  alsoe  with  ye  assistance  of  Our  Councill  to  find  out  the  best  means 
to  facilitate  &  encourage  the  Conversion  of  Negroes  and  Indians  to  the  Christian 
Religion.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  370-374. 


COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND 
COUNCIL  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1686,   June  3. 

After  Our  hearty  Comendacons  unto  you.  It  being  altogether  requisite  for  the 
welfare,  improvement  &  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  that 
wee,  whom  His  Majesty  hath  appointed  a  Committee  of  his  Privy  Council  for  Trade 
&.  fforelgn  Plantations,  should  have,  frequent  Accounts  &  Informacons  of  ye  publick 
transactions,  occurances  &  condition  of  each  place  whereby  wee  may  bee  the  better 
enabled  to  give  His  Majesty  such  advices  as  may  bee  best  for  His  Royal  service  & 
ye  advantage  of  his  said  Dominions;  These  are  therefore,  in  His  Majesty's  name, 
and  by  his  express  Commands,  to  signify  His  Royal  pleasure  unto  you  ye  Governor 
&  Council  of  Ills  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  In  America  &  ye  Territorys 
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depending  thereon.  &  to  ye  Governor  and  Council  thereof  for  ye  time  being.  That 
jou  trausmlt  unto  us  quarterly  A:  at  four  several  !lia,-s  In  the  yeur.  a  particular 
account  &  Journal  of  all  matters  of  Importance  whether  Civil  Ecclesiastical  or 
Military  which  shall  concern  His  Majesty's  said  I'rovlu.e  A  Terrltorys.— Col.  Doea. 
N.  Y.  ill.  375. 


MONSIEUR  DE  DEXOXVILLK  TO  (;<IVKI:M»H  PONGA.V. 

Missions  to   the    Indians   in   Central    N.-w    York. 

June    .r>,    10s*;. 

Sir:  — 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  tin-  honor  to  write  me  on  the  13th  of  o,-t.>- 
ber  last. 

The  very  particular  regard  I  him-  for  your  m«-ri;  causes  me  t»  receive  with  much 
pleasure  nil  the  kind  expressions  with  which  your  letter  Is  filled.  He  assured.  Sir. 
that  I  can  appreciate  nil  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  endeavor  to  deserve  your 
friendship.  The  union  and  close  alliance  which  have  existed  for  so  long  n  time 
between  our  masters;  their  zeal  for  the  true  religion;  your  Individual  piety  joined 
to  the  great  esteem  you  have  ac, mired  among  our  troops,  of  which  I  have  person 
ally  a  very  perfect  knowledge,  being  In  the  King's  army  when  you  served;  all  these. 
Sir,  are  sufficiently  potent  reasons  to  satisfy  you  that  I  shall  always  !>e  very  glad 
to  have  an  Intimate  union  with  you.  I  assure  you  Hint,  on  my  part,  I  will  readily 
contribute  towards  It. 


In  regard  to  the  business  wherein  Monsieur  de  la  Harre  Interfered  which  might 
have  created  n  coolness  between  the  two  Crowns,  as  you  write  me,  I  presume  you 
refer  to  his  quarrel  with  the  Seuecas.  As  to  that,  I  shall  state.  Sir,  to  you  that  I 
believe  you  understand  the  character  of  that  nation  sufficiently  well  to  perceive 
that  It  Is  not  easy  to  live  In  friendship  with  people  who  have  neither  religion.  n»r 
honour,  nor  subordination.  M.  de  la  Harre  had  many  causes  of  complaint  against 
their  proceedings.  Their  conduct  has  not  Improved,  having  falsified  their  pledged 
by  the  violence  which,  as  you  are  aware,  they  perfidiously  and  contrary  to  all  good 
faith,  committed  this  winter  upon  the  Outaouax.  I  ask  you.  Sir.  what  then  can 
be  expected  from  that  people?  The  King,  my  master,  entertains  affection  and 
friendship  for  that  country  through  the  zeal  alone  he  feels  for  the  Kstuhlitdim 
of  Religion  there  and  the  support  and  protection  of  the  Missionaries  who.xe  zenl 
to  preach  the  gospel  leads  them  to  expose  themselves  to  the  brutalities  and  persecu 
tions  of  the  most  ferocious  of  tribes. 

You  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with  what  they  have  suffered,  the  torments 
they  have  endured  and  the  fatigues  they  experience  every  day  for  Jesus  Christ  hl» 
name.  I  know  your  heart  Is  penetrated  with  the  glory  of  that  name  which  make* 
Hell  tremble  and  at  the  mention  of  which  all  the  powers  of  Heaven  Fall  prostrate. 
Shall  we.  Sir,  be  so  unfortunate  ns  to  refuse  them  our  Master's  protection  to  mi«- 
tain  them  and  to  contribute  a  little  on  our  part  to  win  poor  souls  to  JCHUH  Christ. 
by  aiding  them  to  overcome  the  enemy  of  God  who  rules  them.  No,  Sir.  !t  I* 
Impossible  for  you  but  to  groan  when  you  perceive  that  so  fnr  from  assisting  tl 
Apostles  of  the  Gospel,  we  wage  war  against  them  If  we  allow  their  oneinlrt  to 
obstruct  their  converting  these  poor  people  to  the  Faith. 

Hitherto  the  avarice  of  our  Traders  warred  against  the  Gospel  by  Hiipplyliiff 
these  people  arms  to  wage  war  against  us.  and  with  the  liquor  that  mnkcs  them 
mad.  You  are  a  man  of  rank  and  abounding  In  merit;  yon  love  the  religion-- 
Well.  Sir.  are  there  no  means  by  which  we  can  come  to  nn  understanding,  you 
and  I.  to  maintain  our  missionaries  by  keeping  those  ferocious  tribe*  In  r.-«pe--t 

and    fear  — the   only    <!e   of    ln<-u!.-ntlng    the   Gospel    among    them.      And    l>e»idi>M. 

must    the    avarice    of    our    merchants    furnish    arms    for    the    destruction    of    iholr 
brethren    and    their   own    countrvV     What    have    riot    t!:e    Iroquols   done    to   the    p.Mir 
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people  of  Merilande  aud  Virginia?  Truly,  I  do  not  understand  how  the  heart  of  a 
Christian  can  be  hardened  to  such  a  degree  as  to  behold  with  a  dry  eye  that  it  is 
they  themselves  who  destroy  their  brethren  and  compatriots. 

The  confidence  I  repose  in  your  piety,  which  has  been  a  long  time  known  to  me, 
has  caused  me  to  inadvertently  open  to  you  my  heart  with  unrestrained  freedom. 
I  have  done  so  with  so  much  the  more  joy  as  you  afford  me  room  to  hope  that 
you  would  be  willing  that  we  should  imitate  our  masters  in  the  close  alliance  of 
friendship  and  union  existing  between  them,  for  the  re-establishment  of  Roya) 
Authority  in  England  and  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  there  in  its  ancient  lustre. 
If  any  reflection  move  you  somewhat,  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  your 
thoughts  to  the  Rev.  Father  de  Lamberville  who  is  at  Onnontague,.  who  will  advise 
me  of  what  you  wish  me  to  know.  May  God  grant  that  the  frankness  with  which 
I  take  the  liberty  to  write  you  be  agreeable  to  you  and  eventually  useful  in  aiding 
you  to  bring  all  our  Savages  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church.  I  know  that  the 
King  my  Master  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  this  great  work;  and  I  tell  you 
in  truth  that  on  taking  leave  of  the  King  before  embarking  to  come  hither,  his 
Majesty  recommended  to  me  only  this  matter  which  alone  makes  him  love  this 
savage  land. 

I  could  not  sufficiently  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the  news  you  Bent  me  of  the  just 
chastisement  which  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  received  for  his  treasons.  Who  would 
have  ever  thought  that  this  poor  unfortunate  prince  could  ever  have  been  capable 
of  such  unfortunate  conduct  after  so  great  a  kindness  as  the  late  King  his  father, 
of  glorious  memory,  exhibited  towards  him  at  the  siege  of  Maestricht?  I  could 
never  have  believed  that  he  would  ever  have  had  so  disloyal  a  heart  as  he  had.  I 
assure  you,  Sir,  of  my  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  King,  your  Master's  arms. 
There  is  not  a  Frenchman  but  must  love  and  honor  him.  He  has  gained  the  hearts 
and  veneration,  especially  of  those  who  have  had  the  honour  to  see  him  in  the 
army.  No  one  of  his  subjects  is  more  penetrated  with  respect,  affection  and  zeal 
for  his  service  than  I,  in  wishing  him  a  happy  success  in  all  his  enterprizes. 


One  of  your  officers,  the  clergyman  of  Kannestaly  (Schenectady),  demands  of  me 
two  Negro  slaves  who  have  deserted  and  whom  he  believes  have  come  hither.  I 
had  them  looked  for  every  where.  I  assure  you  they  are  not  here  and,  should  they 
turn  up  in  the  colony,  that  I  will  in  good  faith  have  them  bound  and  manacled  to 
be  sent  to  you,  hoping  that  you  will  do  likewise. 


The  M.  de  Denonville. 
—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   ill.  456,  457,  458. 


XEW   COMMISSION   or  GOVERNOR  DONGAN   AFTER  JAMES,   THE 
DUKE  OF  YORK,  BECAME  KING  —  JAMES  II. 

1686,   June  10. 
As  to  Religion. 

"  And  wee  doe  by  these  presents  authorize  and  impower  you  to  collate  any  per 
son  or  persons  in  any  Churches,  Chapells  or  other  Ecclesiastical  Benefices  within 
our  said  Province  and  Terrltorys  aforesaid  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  happen 
to  bee  void  ". 


"  And  wee  doe  by  these  presents  will,  require  and  command  you  to 
take  all  possible  care  for  the  Discountenance  of  Vice  and  encouragement  of  Vir 
tue  and  good  living,  that  by  such  example  the  Infidels  may  be  invited  and  desire 
to  partake  of  the  Christian  Religion  ".—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  111.  379,  381. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  FIVE  NATIONS  TO  (M»VERNOK  DONGAN. 

French  Jesuits  vs.   English. 


Wee  dot-  acknowledge  that  your  Excellency's  advice  to  us  Is  very  good  In  every 
thing,  and  particularly  concerning  the  French  Jcsulte  whom  wee  are  resolved  not 
to  receive  any  more,  nor  none  from  the  French:  and  If  any  of  the  Five  Nations 
are  Inclined  for  English  Jesuits,  they  will  cume  lo  acquaint  your  Excellency  with 
It.  Doe  give  three  Belts  of  Wampum. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  443. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  LA  BARRE  TO  MONSIEUR  DE 

SALVAYE. 


French  Jesuits. 


That  that  place  has  been  occupied  over  twenty  live  years  by  the  French  W!IQ 
there  established  Catholic  Missions  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  and  traded  there  (out 
fait  la  traltte)  since  that  time,  without  the  English  having  ever  known,  or  spoken 
of,  that  country. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  111.  431. 


GOVERNOR  DONGAN  TO  MONSIEUR  DE  LA  BARRE. 

Jesuits. 


L 


2.  The  pretences  you  make  to  that  countrey  by  your  twenty  five  yearn  pohsrs- 
slon  and  sending  Jesuits  amongst  them  are  very  slender,  and  It  may  bee,  you  may 
have  the  same  to  other  countries.  As  for  Jesuits  living  amongst  them,  how  chari 
table  soever  it  may  bee  it  gives  no  right  or  title  and  It  Is  n  great  wonder  that  the 
English  who  so  well  know  America  should  neither  hear  nor  see  in  a  long  time  the 
treaty  you  speak  of. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  4.12. 


GOVERNOR  DONGAN  TO  MONSIEUR  DE  DENONVII.LE. 


I  have  had  two  letters  from  the  two  fathers  that  live  amongst  the  Indian*,  ntid 
I  flnd  them  somewhat  disturbed  with  an  apprehension  of  warr,  which  In  ground 
less,  being  resolved  that  it  shall  not  begin  here,  and  I  hope  your  prudent  conduct, 
will  prevent  It  there,  and  referr  all  differences  home  as  I  shall  doe.  I  hoar  one 
of  the  fathers  Is  gone  to  you.  and  th'  other  that  staid.  I  have  Bent  for  him  here 
lest  the  Indians  should  insult  over  him.  though.  It  is  a  thousand  plttyn  that  tlione 
that  have  made  such  progress  In  the  service  of  God,  should  be  disturbed,  and  that 
by  the  fault  of  those  that  laid  the  foundation  of  Christianity  amongst  these  bnr- 
barous  people;  setting  apart  the  station  I  am  In,  I  am  an  much  Monsieur  Des 
Nevilles  humble  servant  as  any  friend  he  hon,  nnd  will  ommlt  no  opportunity  of 
manifesting  the  same. 
Sir, 

Your  humble   servant.—  Col.   DOCH.   N.    Y.   111.   4.Vi.   4MJ. 
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MONSIEUR  DE  DENOXVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  DOXGAX. 

June  20,   1686. 


The  natural  treachery  of  the  people  without  faith  and  without  religion,  require 
us  to  be  so  far  distrustful  of  them  that  you  ought  not  to  blame  me  for  using  pre 
caution  against  their  restlessness  and  caprice. 

I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you,  by  my  letter  of  the  fjth  of  June  last,  that  the 
orders  I  have  from  my  Master  manifest  merely  the  zeal  which  His  Majesty  enter 
tains  for  the  progress  of  religion  and  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Mis 
sionaries.  I  expect  from  your  piety  that  you  will  not  be  opposed  to  that,  know 
ing  well  how  much  you  love  religion.  Thiuk  you,  Sir,  that  they  can  reap  much 
fruit  whilst  the  Savages  are  allowed  no  peace  in  the  village  in  which  our  Mission 
aries  are  established? 


The  letter  which  the  Rev.  Father  de  Lamberville  has  been  so  kind  as  to  be  the 
bearer  of  from  me  on  the  6th  of  June  last  ought  to  suffice,  Sir,  to  put  you  perfectly 
in  possession  of  my  intentions.  It  would  be  unnecessary  that  I  should  make  any 
other  reply  to  your  last  of  the  22nd  of  May,  were  it  not  that  I  was  very  glad 
hereby  to  prove  to  you  again,  that  I  shall  always  feel  a  great  pleasure  in  seizing 
every  opportunity  to  shew  that  I  am 
Sir. 

Your  very  humble  ami   very  obedient  Servant, 
(signed)  The  M.  de  Denonville. 

—  Col.    Docs.    N.   Y.   iii.  458,  450. 


ADVICE   OF   THE   DELEGATES    FROM    CONNECTICUT    TO    CAPTAIN 

LEISLER. 

1686,  June  26. 


3dly.  That  no  Papist  be  sufred  to  come  into  the  fort:  let  not  the  warning  given 
that  day  His  Majesty  was  proclaimed:  bee  not  soon  forgotten  bye  you  wherein  the 
torrat  in  the  fort  was  fired  in  three  places  under  which  roof  lay  your  ammunition: 
8O  helishly  wicked:  and  cruell  a  papistical  design:  to  have  destroyed  you  and  us: 
the  fort  and  towne:  it  made  our  Mesh  to  tremble:  high  praise  unto  Almighty  God: 
that  you  and  the  fort  and  the  city  ware  preserved. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Hi.  589. 


PATENT  FOR  THE  MAXOR  OF  LIVINGSTON. 

1686,   July   22. 
Besides  the  usual  form  and  stipulations  we  find  the  following  relating  to  Religion: 

"Together   with   the  advowson   and   Right  of   Patronage  and   nil   and 

every   the   Church   and    Churches    Erected   or   Established    or   hereafter   to   be   had 
Erected  or  Established  in  the  s;iid  Mannor  ".     (Manor.) 

Signed   by,         Thos.    Donga n. 
—  Doc.   Hist.   N.  Y.  iii.  376.   (4to.  ed.) 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  XEW  YORK.  921 

1686 

SYNOD  OF  XORTII  HOLLAND,  AT  ALCKMAER. 

1686,   Aug.    1  15. 

Article  24.  Labadlsts;  Koelmnn.  On  the  ur.th  and  'JOth  It  was  resolved,  that  In 
regard  to  the  Labadle  people,  and  the  conduct  of  Koelman,  the  Classes  be  UK  much 
as  possible  on  their  guard;  and  It  is  understood  that  the  case  of  Peter  van  IJalen 
shall  henceforth  remain  out  of  the  Act  a. 


GOVERNOR  DONGAN  TO  MONSIEUR  DE  DENONVILLE. 

Indian  Missions  to  Central  New  York. 

July  20,   1C8C. 


I  doubt  not  but  your  Master's  Inclinations  are  very  strongly  bent  to  propagate 
the  Christian  Religion  and  I  do  assure  you  that  my  master  had  no  less  a  share  In 
BO  pious  Intentions;  for  my  part  I  shall  take  all  Imaginable  care  that  the  Fathers 
who  preach  the  Holy  Gospel  to  those  Indians  over  whom  I  have  power  bee  not  In 
the  least  111  treated  and  upon  that  very  account  have  sent  for  one  of  each  nation 
to  come  to  me  and  then  those  beastly  crimes  you  reprove  shall  be  checked  severely 
and  all  my  endeavours  used  to  suppress  their  filthy  drunkennesse,  disorders, 
debauches,  warring  and  quarrels,  and  whatsoever  doth  obstruct  the  growth  and 
enlargement  of  the  Christian  faith  amongst  those  people. 


And  now,  Sir,  I  begg  your  pardon  for  giving  you  the  trouble  of  my  particular 
affairs  which  is  thus:  when  my  Prince  called  me  out  of  the  French  service  twenty 
five  thousand  liures  were  due  to  me  as  was  stated  and  certlfyed  to  Monsieur  I>e 
Leuoy  by  the  Intendant  of  Nancy  —  my  stay  was  so  short  that  I  had  no  time  to 
Klsse  the  Kings  hands  and  petition  for  itt  — a  very  great  misfortune  after  BO  long 
service,  for  In  the  circumstances  I  was  then  In,  I  served  him  faithfully  to  the  utter 
most  of  my  power.  After  I  quitted  France  I  went  to  Tangier  and  having  left  that 
place  some  time  after  came  hither  so  that  I  never  had  time  to  represent  my  case 
to  his  Majesty  which  I  request  you  to  espouse  for  me  that  so  by  your  means  1  may 
obtain  either  all  or  at  least  some  part  of  that  which  Is  due  to  me  —  The  King  I 
know  had  been  bountiful  to  all  and  I  am  confident  hath  too  much  generosity  to 
see  me  suffer  however  It  happens,  I  shall  as  heartily  pray  for  the  good  health  and 
happy  success  in  all  his  undertakings  as  any  one  breathing  and  bee  ever  ready  to 
make  all  Just  acknowledgements  to  yourself  for  so  great  an  obligation  and  favour: 
wishing  heartily  for  a  favourable  occasion  to  demonstrate  how  profound  an  esteem 
I  have  for  your  person  and  merits  and  give  undeniable  proofs  that  I  am  sincerely 
and  with  all  respects, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  affectionate  servant, 

(signed)  Thomna    I>ongnn. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.    Y.    III.   400.   401. 


CERTIFICATE,    AS  TO  THE  MINISTRY  <>!•'  HKV.  JOHN  PRTDDEN  AT 
JAMAICA,   167G-1686. 

We  whose  names  are  subscribed  doe  testlfle  that  the  Inhabitants  and  (freehold 
ers  of  Jamaica  at  a  pnbllck  meeting  call  to  irent  with  Mr.  John  I'ruiMen  to  be 
their  minister  June  ye  19th  1076  did  (after  he  had  declared  II!H  Judgement  mxl  pro 
posed  his  termsi  by  a  town  act  freely  and  firmly  promise  and  engage  to  give  unto 
Mr.  Prudden  the  »ccommodatlonH  which  he  now  posKeHseth  and  a  yearly  sallnry 
of  fourty  pounds  t»  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order  so  long  an  he  Hhould  continue  In 
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ye  town  Imployed  in  ye  work  of  ye  ministry  and  his  fire-wood  brought  home  free 
as  specified  in  ye  town  registry.  Furthermore  we  doe  testify  that  Mr.  John  Prud- 
den  hath  continued  In  this  towne  discharging  the  work  of  a  minister  according  to 
the  way  of  ye  churches  in  New  England  the  ffull  term  of  ten  years  and  more  since 
the  Town  called  him  and  covenanted  with  him  for  his  labour  in  ye  ministry. 

Nehemiah  Smith 
John  Carpenter. 
—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  ill.  122. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from.  America.  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varick  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept.  9,  1686.  Extract,  Mints.  Syn.  N". 
Holland,  1687,  Art.  54. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Brothers  in 
Christ  :— 

After  having  sailed  from  Amsterdam  last  March,  (1686),  we 
arrived  safely,  by  God's  help,  in  New  Netherland  in  the  beginning 
of  July  (1686).  On  my  arrival  in  New  York,  I  was  requested 
by  a  Burgomaster  and  Secretary  of  New  Albany,  not  to  engage 
myself  at  once  to  the  congregation  of  Long  Island,  as  they  were 
assured,  that  Domine  Dellius  would  leave.  But  I  excused  myself, 
judging  it  to  be  more  necessary  and  useful  both  to  myself  and  for 
the  congregation  of  Long  Island  to  make  a  binding  contract  at 
once  with  them.  Consequently  I  have  attended  to  the  service 
there  already  for  some  weeks.  I  was  received  with  unusual  kind 
ness,  and  at  a  salary  of  nine  hundred  florins  and  free  fuel.  In 

addition  they  are  to  build  for  me  a  new  stone  house 

(effaced) pleasant 

I  understand,  that  there  arc  on  our  (Long)  island  several  Eng 
lish  ministers.  With  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  in  fraternal 
relations. 

Upon  the  removal  of  Domine  Tesschenmaker  to  Sclienectady, 
the  people  of  Staten  Island  have  requested  me  to  serve  the  Lord's 
Supper  for  them  four  times  a  year.  This  I  have  consented  to 
do.  I  can  write  but  little  yet  about  the  condition  of  my  con 
gregation,  which  is  quite  numerous  and  widely  scattered;  for  I 
have  not  been  long  enough  with  them.  A  certain  German 
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Quaker,  Jacob  Tellenaer,  who  travels  through  city  and  country 
here  with  other  Pharisees,  has  somewhat  meddled  with  a  few 
simple  minded  members  of  my  congregation.  But  1  think  they 
will  quickly  be  led  back  into  the  right  path.  I  know  of  no  par 
ticular  sectarians  elsewhere  on  my  Held.  Our  congregation  is 
very  grateful  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  faithful 
care  of  their  wants. 

In  closing  I  commend  your  Reverences,  Fathers  and  Brethren 
in  Christ,  to  God's  blessing,  both  yourselves  and  your  services. 

Your  servant  and  brother  in  Christ, 
Xew  Netherland,  Rudolphus  Varick. 

the  9th  of  Sept. 
1G88.  (1686?) 

MONSIEUR  DE  DENONVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  DONOAN. 

Indian    Missions  in  Central    New    York. 

October  1st.   1«W*>. 
Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Reverend  Father  de  Lambervllle  the  elder,  Missionary  to  the 
Iroquola  of  the  village  of  the  Onnontagues,  the  letter  of  the  irTth  of  July  which 
you  were  at  the  trouble  of  writing  me.  I  repeat  to  you,  Sir,  what  I  have  already 
had  the  honor  of  advising  you  of,  that  it  will  not  be  my  fault  if  we  live  not  on 
good  terms.  I  wish  to  believe,  Sir,  that  on  your  side  you  will  contribute  thereto, 
and  that  you  will  put  an  end  to  all  the  causes  which  people  may  have  of  being 
dissatisfied  with  what  has  occurred  under  your  government,  through  your  mer 
chants  or  others  whom  you  protect. 


I  ask  you,  Sir,  what  do  you  wish  me  to  think  of  all  this,  and  If  these  things 
accord  with  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  27th  of  July  which  Is 
filled  with  civilities  and  Just  sentiments  as  well  regarding  Religion,  as  the  good 
understai.dlng  and  friendship  existing  between  our  masters  which  ought  to  be 
Imitated  In  this  country  In  testimony  of  our  respect  of,  and  obedience  to  them. 


I  am  heartily  convinced  of  the  zeal  of  the  King.  y.,iir  Master,  for  th<>  progress 
of  the  Religion;  His  Majesty  affords  us  solid  and  certain  proofs  thereof  In  the 
mighty  things  that  Great  King  accomplishes  In  his  States  where  our  Holy  Religion 
begins  to  breathe  since  the  accession  of  the  crown.  Hut  It  were  desirable.  Sir.  (In 
orden  that  his  piety  should  have  the  like  effect  undi-r  your  orders,  that  you  would 
enter  with  greater  accord  than  you  do  Into  the  means  of  checking  the  Insolence 
of  the  enemies  %f  the  Faith,  who  by  their  wars  and  customary  cruelties  blnat  the 
fruit  of  our  Missionaries  among  the  most  distant  tribes.  You  know.  Sir.  they 
spare  neither  tin1  Outawas,  our  most  antlent  allies,  nor  the  other  tribes  among 
whom  we  have  iVeachers  of  the  Gospel  and  with  whose  cruelties  to  our  holy 
Missionaries,  whoin  they  have  martyred,  you  are  .T-'iuahited.  Are  all  these  rea 
sons.  Sir,  not  suilicUntly  conclusive  to  Induce  you  to  contribute  to  designs  so  ploiu 
as  those  of  the  Kh^  my  master?  Think  you.  Sir.  that  IMIglon  will  make  nny 
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progress  whilst  your  Merchants  will  supply,  as  they  do,  Eau  de  Vie  in  abundance 
which  as  you  ought  to  know,  converts  the  Savages  into  Demons  and  their  Cabins 
into  counterparts  and  theatres  of  Hell. 

I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  reflect  on  all  this,  and  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  con 
tribute  to  that  union  which  I  desire,  and  you  wish  for. 

Finally,  Sir,  you  must  be  persuaded  that  I  shall,  willingly  and  with  pleasure, 
contribute  my  utmost  to  obtain  for  you  the  favor  you  desire  from  the  King  my 
Master,  who  is  not  in  the  habit  of  being  behindhand  with  persons  of  your  merit 
who  have  efficiently  served  him.  I  should  have  wished,  Sir,  that  you  had  explained 
your  case  more  clearly,  and  that  you  had  placed  in  my  hands  the  proofs  or  vouchers 
of  your  debt,  so  as  to  explain  it  to  the  King,  for  so  many  things  pass  through  the 
hands  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  that  I  fear  M.  de  Louvoy  will  not  recollect  yonr 
affair,  which  he  cannot  know  except  through  the  Intendant  who  was  at  Nancy, 
whose  name  you  do  not  mention.  I  shall  not  fail,  Sir,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  for 
you  some  favour  from  the  King  my  Master  for  the  services  which  you  have  rendered 
his  Majesty.  I  should  wish.  Sir,  to  have  an  opportunity,  on  some  other  more  fit 
ting  occasion,  to  prove  to  you  that  I  am 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 
(signed)  The  M.  de  Denonville. 

—  Col.   Docs.    N.  Y.  iii.  461,  462. 


INFORMATION  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Dongan.  Captaine  Generall,  Governour  in  Cheife  of 
Now  Yorke  and  territoryes  Helmigeing  and  the  Counclll. 

New  York  ss  James  Graham  Esq.,  Attorney  Geuerall  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord 
James  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland.  Ffrance  and 
Ireland  King  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.,  Gives  your  Kxeelleucye  and  honors  to 
understand  and  be  informed  That  Mr.  Thomas  James  Late  Minister  of  Easthamp- 
ton  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  within  this  Province  uowayes  regardeing  the  duety 
and  fealty  he  owes  unto  our  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  did  upon  the  Seaventeenth 
day  of  October  16S6  att  Easthampton  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  aforesayd  publish 
and  declare  In  a  sermon  by  him  then  and  there  preached  upon  the  text  in  the 
twenty  fourth  chapter  of  Job  the  Second  verse  many  Seditious  words  which  were 
These  following  viz..  Cursed  is  he  that  removes  his  neighbour's  landmark  and  In 
application  to  the  present  matter  of  this  Towne  meaneing  the  Town  of  Easthamp 
ton  aforesaid  (as  to  the  land  lately  layd  out  here  the  Curse  is  against  them  that 
acted  in  it  and  their  order  for  it  (meaneing  an  order  of  this  honorable  board)  Is  no 
excuse  though  It  were  an  edict  from  the  King  himselfe  as  Supreme  nay  though  It 
was  establlsht  by  a  law  yett  they  (meaning  those  that  gave  obedience  to  the  sayd 
order)  cannot  bee  excused  from  the  curse.)  Which  words  were  preached  by  him 
on  purpose  to  Raise  and  Stirr  up  the  minds  of  his  Majestyes  Liege  people  Into 
sedition  and  his  Majesty's  Laws  and  authority  into  Contempt  to  bring  against  the 
peace  of  our  sayd  Lord  the  King  and  to  the  Scandall  and  Reproach  of  the  Clergy 
whereof  his  Majesty's  Sayd  Attorney  Generall  prayeth  the  Consideracon  of  his 
Honorable  board  in  the  premises  and  that  the  sayd  Mr.  Thomas  James  may 
answer  the  same. 

James  Graham. 
Endorsed. 

Information  ngr.inst  Mr.  Jeames,   1686.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.   Y.  III.  216,  217. 
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PETITION  OF  THE   REV.   Mi:.  JAMES. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  I»ongan  Goiiveriiour  and  ('apt.  (i(Mi«»rall  ».f  all 
his  Majesty's  Territory es  belonging  to  the  rrovin.-,.  ,,f  New  York.-,  The  Humble 
Petition  of  mee  Thomas  James  Minister  of  Easthampton  as  followcth. 

Whereas  your  Excellency's  Supplicant  was  informal  that  you  were  offended  with 
me,  in  Hespect  of  some  expressions  of  mine  In  a  sermon  preached  Oetolier  17,  — NO. 
I  thought  myself  bound  In  duety,  and  from  the  High  Respects  I  have  of  your 
Excellency's  dignity  and  upon  good  advice,  voluntarily  to  make  my  appearance 
before  your  Excellency  In  New  Vorke  and  have  waited  your  pleasure  to  this  day 
in  order  to  your  Excellency's  satisfaction,  and  have  submitted  myself  to  your 
Majesty's  Censure,  and  knowing  your  Excellency's  Clemency  am  emboldened  hum 
bly  to  crave  your  pardon,  of  what  throuu'h  my  error  In  my  apprehension  I  have 
given  occasion  of  offence  to  your  Excellency  my  intentions  being  right  in  whatever 
proceeded  from  mee  att  that  time;  and  that  your  Excellency  be  graciously  pleased 
to  remltt  the  Penalty  Imposed,  and  what  fees  may  be  exacted  upon  me  before  the 
tyme  of  my  being  summoned  to  appeare  before  you  and  ye  Honorable  Counclll, 
considering  the  great  charge  I  have  been  att  for  about  three  weeks  time  since  my 
comelng  from  home  this  being  the  tirst  tyme  (for  almost  forty  years  of  my  being  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel)  that  I  have  been  called  to  accompt  by  any  authority  I  have 
lived  under,  or  given  any  cause  for  the  same,  nor  needed  at  this  tyme  had  there 
been  that  favourable  construction  of  my  words  as  they  deserved.  No  hoping  as 
God  hath  got  you  as  a  father  over  this  Commonwealth,  so  you  will  exercise  a 
fatherly  compassion  towards  your  humble  Petitioner,  who  hath  and  shall  continue 
your  Excellency's  humble  Orator  att  the  Throne  of  (trace,  and  stand  ever  obliged 

to  your  Excellency  In  all   hearty  affection  and  duetlfull    (Here 

a  word  or  two  are  Illegible  In  the  original  copy.)—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  III.  '.M'v 

ORDER  ix  COUNCIL  RESPECTING  ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS  IN  THE 

COLONIES. 

lG*r>,  Oct.  -J7. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  27th  of  October  !»'•*»). 

Wensday  afternoon. 

The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Present  - 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Cleorge  of  Denmark 

Lord  Chancellor  Earle  of  Middleton 

Lord  Treasurer  Earle  of  Milfort 

Lord  President  Earle  of  Tirconnell 

Duke  of  Albcmarl  Viscount  Preston 

Lord  Chamberlain  L<»rd   Anmdell  of  \Vunl"iir 

Earle  ol  Peterborow  Lord   Dartmouth 

Earle  of  Craven  Lord   flodolphin 

Earle  of  Vowis  Lord    Dover 

Earle  of  lYrkcley  'Mr.   Chancellor  of  ye  Kxchc.jucr 

Earle  of  M\rrav  Mr.   Chancellor  of  ye  Dutchy 
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Whereas  his  Majesty  hath  thought  fit  to  appoint  Commission 
ers  for  exercising  ye  Episcopal  jurisdiction  within  the  City  and 
Diocesse  of  London,  His  Majesty  in  Council  did  this  day  declare 
his  pleasure  that  the  Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  in  ye  Plantation 
shall  be  exercised  by  ye  said  Commissioners,  and  did  Order,  as  it 
is  hereby  ordered  that  the  Right  Honorable  The  Lords  of  the 
Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  do  prepare  Instructions  for 
ye  several  Governours  in  ye  Plantations  accordingly. —  Col.  Docs. 
X.  Y.  iii.  388. 

REVEREND  JACQUES  DE  LAMBERVILLE  TO  REVEREND  JACQUES  DE 

BRUYAS. 

November  4,  1686    arnoniogre. 

My  Rev.  Father,  I  am  alone  here  since  the  29th  of  August,  much  grieved  par 
ticularly  for  having,  through  my  neglect,  allowed  two  adults  to  die  without  bap 
tism,  who  were  altogether  disposed  to  receive  it.  Instantia  quotidianna.  I  did 
not  expect  my  brother  to  have  been  so  long  on  his  journey,  nor  supposed  that  he 
was  so  necessary  there  as  at  his  mission  linguia  tuum  quia.  I  wrote  by  way  of  the 
fort  all  that  I  considered  prudent  to  write.  The  occasion  of  this  (is  a)  friend  whose 
name  is  N.,  who  requested  me  to  inform  you  that  he  still  has  the  gun  of  la  miette, 
who  is  called  In  India  "  gannlaton  "  and  that  he  retains  it  to  restore  to  him  when 
he'll  meet  him  again;  also  that  he  has  placed  in  security  what  he  gave  him  in 
exchange  to  return  it  to  him  at  their  interview.  If  you  know  the  whereabouts  of 
the  said  la  miette  whom  the  Ouondagas  took  on  his  way  to  reside  among  the  Dutch, 
have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  him  what  the  friend  has  instructed  me  to 
write.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  488. 


REVEREND  JACQUES  LAMBERVILLE  TO  MR.  ANTOINE  LESPINARD. 

Sir, 

Dumas'  return  affords  me  nn  opportunity  to  again  thank  you  for  the  kindness 
you  manifested  to  do  us  a  service  when  affairs  seemed  troubled  and  desperate. 
My  brother,  who  was  In  Canada,  reports  nothing  but  what  is  good,  and  found  the 
French  having  no  idea  nor  disposition  for  war,  which  creates  a  hope  that  God  will 
arrange  matters.  Had  I  been  obliged  to  withdraw,  it  would  have  afforded  me 
great  joy  to  have  sec-u  you.  This  will  be  when  God  pleases.  If,  however,  there 
be  any  way  in  which  I  ran  be  of  service  to  you,  be  assured  that  I  fhall  willingly 
act  In  It,  as  professing  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Jacques  de  Lunberville, 

Jesuit. 
November  4,   168C.  _  Col.    Doci.   N.   Y.   III.   490. 
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COMPLAINT  AGAINST  THE  REV.  MB,  JAMES. 

Joslah  Hubbart  of  Easthampton  in  the  County  of  Suffolke,  E§q.,  being  deposed 
upon  his  Corporall  Oath  Salth  That  upon  the  Seaventeeutb  day  of  October  one 
thousand  six  hundred  Eighty  and  Six  in  Easthampton  Mr.  Thomas  James  minister 
of  Easthampton  aforesaid  preached  out  of  that  text  in  the  Twenty  fourth  Chapter 
of  Job  the  second  verse  the  whole  subject  of  his  Sermon  was  to  show  the  evlll  and 
pronounce  the  curses  against  those  who  removed  their  Neighbours  Land  Markes 
and  in  his  application  he  brought  it  to  the  present  matter  of  this  Towne  as  to  the 
Land  laid  out  here  lately  and  continued  the  pronouncing  the  Curse  against  them 
that  acted  In  It  and  shewed  that  there  order  for  It  was  no<?  excuse  though  It  were 
an  Edict  from  the  King  himself  as  Supreame  nay  though  It  were  establish!  by  a 
Law  yet  they  could  not  be  excused  from  the  Curse  and  then  he  went  on  and 
blessed  God  that  this  was  not  our  condicon  for  the  Providence  of  God  had  so 
ordered  It  that  our  Honorable  Governor  had  made  such  Restrictions  In  the  order 
that  mens  Proprieties  could  not  be  meddled  wlthall 
)  JOB.  Ilobart. 

Jurat  declmo  Octavo  die  Novemb:  Anno  Dmni  (1686)  Sedeute  Cur. 
«  J.  Palmer. 

Endorsed  —  Mr.  Hobarts  Affidt.  1CSC. 

-  Doc.   Hist.   N.   Y.   ill.  215. 

ORI>EK  OF  COUNCIL. 

Att  a  Council  held  the  18th  day  of  November  1686,  present  his  Excellency  the 
Governour  Major  Brookholls,  Mr.  Fflipsen,  Mr.  Cortland,  Mr.  Spragg,  Major  Haxter. 

Two  depositions  being  this  day  read  against  Mr.  Thomas  James  minister  of  East- 
hampton  for  preaching  a  certain  Seditious  Sermon  on  the  Seventeenth  day  of  Octo 
ber  last  past  Its  ordered  that  a  warrant  bee  made  out  to  one  of  the  messengers 
of  this  board  to  repayre  forthwith  to  ICasthampton  and  take  Into  his  custody  the 
body  of  the  said  Jeames  and  him  keepe  So  JIB  to  have  him  to  answer  the  premiss™ 
before  this  board  this  day  fortnight. 

Its  likewise  ordered  that  Mr.  Josius  Hubbart  bee  Subpenaed  to  attend  the  same 
day;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  Easthampton  bee  then  likewise  here  with  the  bookes 
of  thtt  Townes  publick  affayroH. 

A  c*rt«-ym»  LybHI  being  this  day  read  called  ye  ptest  of  a  committee  of  East- 
hamptrji  wherein  they  contemptuously  oppose  the  orders  of  the  Governour  and 
CounclU  for  the  layeing  out  laud  in  that  Town  and  it  appearelng  that  In  a  most 
riotous  iiiiiin-nis  and  Sedlthlous  manner  they  the  said  pretended  Committee  did 
publish  tielr  Sayd  lybell  by  Beate  of  Drum  and  afterwards  did  affix  the  same  on 
the  public*  meeting  house  of  the  Sayd  Towne  It's  therefore  ordered  that  Sumuell 
Mullford,  fcobt.  Dayton,  Sumuell  Parson*.  lU-nj.  Conrklin.  Thomas  Osborno  and 
John  Osboru>  bee  by  vertue  of  a  warrant  taken  Into  ye  custody  of  a  Messenger 
of  this  Hoan.  to  answer  ye  premisses  here  this  day  fortnight. 

Another  Lyicll  of  the  same  nature  by  Thomas  Osborne,  Stephen  Hedges  and  Mnry 
Perkins  being  likewise  read,  Ordered  That  Stephen  Hedges  and  the  husband  of 
Mary  Perkins  we  likewise  taken  Into  custody  to  answer  the  same  the  hnmo  day. 

Ordered  lykrvlse  that  Jeremy  Concklyn,  Dan!.  Bishop  and  Nnthnneei  Bishop  be* 
likewise  taken  nto  the  Custody  of  the  messenger  to  answer  likewise  this  day 
fortnight. 

Ordered  llkewy^  that  Mr.  Hubbard  bring  up  along  with  him  one  or  more  of  per 
•ons  to  whom  hoc  ayd  out  ye  land  by  order  of  this  board  who  are  In  fenre  from  the 
threats  of  the  afor<nienconed  persons  and  their  arrompllros. 

In  the  difference  >rtween  Mr.  Prudden  minister  of  Jamaica  and  hU  parishioners. 
It  Is  ordered  that  th?y  pay  to  the  Snyd  Mr.  Prudden  what  Is  due  to  him  by  agree 
ment  on  reccord  In  ^he  Towne  booke  —  and  that  when  that's  done  If  the  said 
parlshonerB  have  any^ing  to  object  against  their  said  minister  they  shall  be  heard. 
—  Doc.  HlBt.  N.  Y.  H,  21C. 
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WARRANT  TO  ARREST  THE  REV.  MR.  JAMES. 

Thomas  Dongan  Captayne  Generall  and  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
and  the  territoryes  thereto  belongeing  to  Henry  Ffllkin  one  of  the  Messengers  of 
the  Council  greeting  These  are  in  his  Majesty's  name  to  command  you  to  take  into 
custody  the  body  of  Thomas  Jeames  late  Minister  at  Easthamptou  wheresoever 
nee  shall  bee  found  and  him  safely  keepe  so  as  you  may  have  him  to  answer  before 
mee  and  the  Councill  on  the  first  Thursday  in  December  next  ensuing  unto  a  cer- 
tayne  Informacon  then  and  there  to  bee  exhibited  against  him  for  that  hee  the 
Sayd  Thomas  Jeames  on  the  Seventeenth  day  of  October  last  past  in  the  sayd 
Towne  of  Easthampton  did  preach  a  certeyii  Seditious  Sermon  tendeing  to  the 
stirring  up  of  Strife  and  publick  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  quiett  of  his  Majesty's 
Liege  people  and  Government  here  hereby  lykwyse  comandeing  and  requireing  all 
Sherriffs  Constables  and  other  officers  as  also  all  other  persons  of  what  degree  or 
quality  soever  to  bee  aideing  and  assisteiug  unto  the  sayd  Henry  Flilkln  iu  the 
execution  of  the  premisses  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  att  their  peril  and  have 
with  you  at  the  same  time  this  precept  for  your  doing  whereof  this  shall  be  your 
sufficient  warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seale  att  ffort  James  this  nineteenth 
day  of  November  in  the  second  yeare  of  his  Majesty's  Reigne  Annoq  Dmne  1H8*3. 

Thomas  Dongan. 
Sheriff's  returne 

By  vertue  of  this  writt  I  have  in  my  custody 

the  body  of  the  within  named  Thomas  Jeames 

Henry  Ffllkin. 
Endorsed  —  1686  Warrant  and  apprehendding  of  Jeames. 

—  Doc.   Hist.   N.   Y.    iii.  217. 

GOVERNOR  DONGAN  TO  MONSIEUR  DE  DENONVILLE  —  INDIAN- 
MISSIONS. 

December  1st,   168G. 


I  desire  you  to  send  me  word  who  it  was  that  pretended  to  have  my  orders  for 
the  Indians  to  plunder  and  fight  you;  that  I  am  altogether  as  ignorant  of  any  eater- 
prise  made  by  the  Indians  out  of  this  Government  as  I  am  by  what  you  meare  by 
"  mihlllmiqum."  and  neither  have  I  acted  anything  contrary  to  what  i  have  writ 
ten,  but  will  stricktly  endeavour  to  immitate  the  Ammity  and  friendship  between 
our  Masters—  I  have  desired  you  to  send  for  the  deserters,  I  know  not  wto  they 
are  but  had  rather  such  Rascalls  and  Bankrouts  as  you  call  them  were  smongst 
their  own  countrymen  then  this  people,  and  will  when  you  send  word  vho  they 
are,  expell,  not  detain  them  and  use  all  possible  means  to  prevent  y>ur  good 
wishes  and  hopes  that  our  Merchants  may  suffer  by  them  — 'Tls  true  I  ordered 
our  Indians  If  they  should  meet  with  any  of  your  people  or  ours  on  this  ^Ide  of  the 
lake  without  a  passe  from  you  or  me  that  they  should  bring  them  to  Albany  and 
that  as  I  thought  by  your  own  desire  expressed  iu  your  letter,  they  }eing  as  you 
have  very  well  remarked  very  ill  people  and  such  as  usually  tell  ly?s  as  well  to 
Christians  as  Heathens.  The  Missionary  Fathers  if  they  please  but  co  do  me  jus 
tice  can  give  you  an  account  how  careful  I  have  been  to  preserve  them.  I  have 
ordered  our  Indians  strictly  not  to  exercise  any  cruelty  or  insolenc?  against  them 
and  have  written  to  the  King  my  Master  who  hath  as  much  zea  as  any  prince 
llveing  to  propagate  the  Christian  faith  and  assure  him  how  necessary  it  is  to 
send  hither  some  Fathers  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  natives  allyod  to  us  and 
care  would  be  then  taken  to  dissuade  them  from  their  drunken  debouches  though 
certainly  our  Hum  doth  as  little  hurt  as  your  Brandy  and  in  tb-  opinion  of  Chris 
tians  is  much  more  wholesome;  however  to  keep  the  Indians  t  mperate  and  sober 
is  a  very  good  and  Christian  performance  but  to  prohibit  then  all  strong  liquors 
seems  a  little  hard  and  very  turkish  —  What  I  wrote  coneernug  what  was  due  to 
me  for  my  service  in  France  was  very  true,  Monsieur  Chariell  the  Intendant  at 
Nancy  adjusted  and  sent  them  to  Monsieur  Louoy  signed  byhimselfe  and  me  and 
I  gave  the  copies  of  them  to  Monsieur  Pagaion  liveing  in  tie  street  of  St.  Hone. 
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to  putt  them  Into  the  hauds  of  Monsieur  Carillon  Chaplalne  to  the  Duchesse  of 
Orleans  —  but  Sir,  you  need  not  to  trouble  yourselfe  about  Itt  for  1  Intend  to  gett 
It  represented  out  of  England  and  doubt  not  but  the  King  my  Master  who  Is  so 
bountiful  a  prince  will  be  so  Just  as  to  pay  what  became  my  due  by  a  great  deal 
of  fatigue  and  labour,  however  I  humbly  thank  you  for  the  clulll  obliging  offers 
you  make  me  and  do  assure  you  (I)  shall  be  heartily  glad  of  any  occasion  to  requltf 
them  desiring  you  to  believe  I  earnestly  wish  and  contend  for  the  union  (you  nayi 
you  desire  and  will  contribute  all  In  my  power  to  promote  and  preserve  it  which 
Is  all  the  reflection  I  shall  make  on  your  letter  being  •- Sir,  assuredly  with  all  due 
respect.  Your  most  humble  and  affectionate  servant, 

T.    Dongan. 
—  Col.    Does.    N.   Y.   111.  4<TJ.  483. 

PETICOX  OF  TIIK  REV.    Mu.   IlruB.virr,    [IIoiiAirrJ. 

Delivered  9th  December  IGSfi.  To  his  Excellency  Colonell  Thomas  Dongan  "Jov- 
eruor  of  the  Province  of  New  York  under  his  most  Excellent  Majesty  James  the 
Second  King  etc..  and  his  Honorable  Councill  now  sitting  in  James  ffort  In  the 
Citty  of  New  Yorke.  The  humble  peticon  of  Jeremla  Hobart  minister  of  the  Towne 
of  Hempst'd  on  Long  Island  In  the  Province  aforesaid, 

Humbly  Shcwcth, 

That  whereas  your  petitioner  hath  for  almost  live  years  since  been  lawfully 
called,  and  after  that  legally  approved  by  the  then  Commander  in  Oilef.  Major 
Anthony  Hrockolls.  to  be  minister  of  sayd  Hempsfd.  yet  allthmmli  a  full  agree 
ment  was  mutually  had,  between  the  towne  nnd  myself,  as  to  the  house  building, 
and  comfortable  finishing,  and  as  to  annual!  Sallary  etc.,  neither  Is  it  by  the  parish 
performed  to  my  great  damage  and  almost  insupportable  Inconvenience. 

My  humble  request  Is  that  your  Excellency  and  Council  would  be  pleased  to  take 
cognisance  of  my  afflicted  low  estate,  and  apply  a  remedy  comensurat  to  y.mr 
Excellency's  pleasure  and  justice. 

So  shall  your  petitioner  ever  pray,  etc. 

Your  most   humble  and  poor  pel  It  loner. 

Jeremy   Hobart. 

December  ye  9th  10SO.  Head  and  ordered  that  the  Inhabitants  of  HempMfd  or 
some  in  their  behalfes  Do  appeare  this  day  Sen'at  to  shew  cause  why  this  petition 
should  not  bee  granted.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  III.  120. 

PETITION-  OF  THE  DFTCII  ('iintcii  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
FOR  A  SITE  FOR  A  NEW  BITILDIN<;,  AND  FOR  A  LOT  OF  STONK. 
('!N  K.\(;LISII.  A  DFTCII  NOTE  SAYS,  "Tin-;  PETITION  FOR 
CERTAIN  REASONS,  WAS  NOT  PRESENTED.") 

To  the  Worshipful  Mavor.  Aldermen  and  Assistants  for  the 
Coniitv  and  Cit.v  of  New  Y"rk,  at  pn-scnt  assembled  at  tin* 
City  Hall,  within  this  City: 

Tin-  Humble  Petition  of  the  Minister,   Klders  and  Deacons,  the 
Representatives    of    the     Dutch     Church    in     this    City, 
showeth : 

That  voiir  petitioner*  are  informed  «.f  hi-*  Kxrellewy's  inclina 
tion  that  a  church  should  be  built  in  this  City:     Therefore  your 
59 
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Petitioners  upon  due  advice  and  consultation,  are  willing  to 
concur  with  his  Excellency's  inclination  to  cause  a  church  to  be 
builded  in  this  City,  for  their  own  proper  and  particular  use  and 
worship,  with  all  possible  expedition.  For  the  performance 
thereof  there  will  be  necessity  for  a  convenient  place  and  several 
materials. 

Therefore,  your  Petitioners  for  the  better  effectuating  of  the 
premises  do  humbly  crave  your  Worship  would  be  pleased,  in 

(1)  The  lirst  place  to  present  them  and  their  successors  with 
a  certain  vacant  piece  of  ground  formerly  designed  for  that  pur 
pose,  Iving  within  this  Citv.  or  anv  other  convenient  place  lit  for 
that  purpose. 

(2)  Secondly,  to  intercede  by  (with)  his  Excellency,  the  Gov 
ernor,  in  our  behalf,  to  give  and  grant   unto  your  petitioners  a 
parcel  of   dipt   stone   that   are  at   the   old  fortifications   of   this 
City,  which  would  he  a  great  help  towards  the  building  of  said 
church.       And    your     Petitioners   as   in     duty  bound,   will    ever 
pray,  etc. 

Henry  Selyns. 
Actum,  Dec.  12,  16SG. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  church,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  ninety  feet  broad,  seven  feet  in  the  ground  and  twenty  five 
above  the  ground,  \va-  ilorins  !H,!)40  [or  $36,776.] 

DUTCH  Curum  OF  Xi:w  YORK. 

Directions  for  Jan  de  la  Montague,  in  reference  to  the  Public 
Service  of  the  Church,  and  Funerals;  likewise  in  the  Service  of 
the  Minister,  Flders,  Church  Masters  and  Deacons.  (Lib.  A., 
Mints,  ch.  Xe\v  York,  Fug.  r>f>-f>7.) 

16S6,  Dec.  12. 

After  stating  that  they  approved  of  his  request  for  the  office, 
they  appointed  him  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

1.  This  is  about  the  time  of  ringing  the  bells,  etc.;  keeping  the 
seats  in  order;  and  the  church  clean,  arranging  the  elements  of 
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the  Lord's  Supper,  iiiid  "  delivering  to  tin-  deacons  what  is  left 
over".  lie  \v;>s  keeper  of  the  liapt  ismal  1  .....  ks.  "  He  shall  re 
strain  with  all  iiiv  might  any  talking  in  the  lord's  House,  and 
any  disorders,  whether  done  hy  children  or  negroes  "  during  >er- 
vice.  "  And  further  to  do  whatever  is  required  f,,r  the  public 
and  social  service,  and  what  shall  he  cnnscientiouslv  deemed  to 
l>e  for  the  advantage  of  the  Lord's  Hou>e  and  the  ministrations 
there." 

II.  "He   shall,    upon    the   order   of   the    Klders,   every  quarter, 
collect    the    moneys    appropriated    to    the    public    service;    address 
the  members  and  other  contributor-;  whh  all  courlesv  and  irentle- 
ness:   hand   over  the  monev<   received    without    any  delav   to   the 
Klders,    and   on   endi    occasion   give    to   tliem   a   strict    account    of 
the  same  ". 

III.  lie  is  to  g'i\-e  notice  of  meetings,  to  th.e  ('onsistorv,  to  the 
congregation;  and  attend   them  to  he  ready  for  anv  service. 

I\.  "  '\  he  graves  which  are  mane  in  the  ('hurch  or  ('liurch- 
yanl  he  shall  dig  suiliciont  ly  deep  to  l,e  secure  from  «logs.  ai:d 
satisfy  the  friends  (»f  the  dece;:>ed.  At  funerals,  he  shall  ring 
the  hell  seasonably  to  the  satisfaction  of  tho>e  interested;  except 
that  when  it  is  the  time  (,f  private  eatechi/.ing,  lie  >hall  use  'iis 
discretion,  and  ring  somewhat  earlier  or  later,  so  as  not  for  the 
pleasure  of  the  dead  to  do  hindrance  lo  the  living,  who  are  f"d 
with  the  bread  of  life  ". 

\.    !!<•   must    b<-h:i\'e   well  and  with  general   pi'opriet\-,  etc. 

(1)  lie  was  to  receive  live  per  cent  for  all  this,  together  with 
;;  heaver  —  from  the  Khiors. 

I  '1  }  He  shall  receive  from  the  Church-Masters  a  vearly  salary 
of  one  hundred  guilders. 

(o)    From   the   Deacons,  t  \vo  hundred  and  tifty  guilders. 

(4)    The  fee.-  for  grave  digging. 

(:>}   The  fees  at   \\eddinps. 


Jan  lie  l.n  Montaunc  (prohnlily  tin-  sunn-  prixm  wlm  wan  tin-  S<  IHHI|IIIHH|<T  In 
I  «'.."•  L'  i  u:is  ap|)ointc(l  \<>  In-  iin-sfiit  ill  tin-  puMIr  catf'lilHliiK'.  ami  at  I  ho  prlvHl*- 
ratiM-Llslny  hi'ld  rvcry  for!  nlj/lit  on  Wi-(!ni-s.!;iy  ;:fOT!i(H.n.  !>IMIM|II-C.  :t.Y 
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PETITION  OF  TILE  REV.  MR.  EBURNE. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Dougan  Captain  Geuerall  Governor  etc.,  of  the  Prov 
ince  of  New  York,  etc.,  and  the  Honorable  Councill  eU'. 

The  petition  of  Samuell  Eburne  of  Brookhaveu  Clerk. 

Humbly  Sheweth:— 

That  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September  1085  your  petitioner  was  entertained  by 
the  Inhabitants  of  Brookhaven  aforesayd  to  bee  their  minister  in  consideration 
whereof  they  covenanted  with  him  to  pay  and  satisfy  him  for  the  same  the  sume 
of  sixty  pounds  per  annum  soe  long  as  hee  should  continue  to  preach  amongst 
them  —  and  that  in  pursuance  of  the  sayd  agreement  hee  did  on  his  part  Exercise 
the  office  of  a  minister  amongst  them  for  and  during  the  space  of  one  whole  yeare 
from  and  after  the  sayd  twentieth  day  of  September  and  that  the  sayd  Inhabit 
ants  of  Brookhaveu  on  theyre  parts  have  not  satisfyed  and  payd  unto  your  IVti- 
tioner  the  sayd  sunmie  of  sixty  pounds  nor  any  penny  thereof  according  to  the 
tenor  and  effect  of  the  sayd  agreement.  Therefor 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  this  Honorable  board  so  farr  to  take  the 
premisses  into  your  consideration  as  that  the  sayd  Inhabitants  of  Brookhaven  may 
bee  obliged  to  pay  and  satisfy  unto  your  petitioner  his  sayd  debt  of  sixty  pounds 
and  observe  and  performe  on  their  parts  the  sayd  agreement  your  petitioner  on 
his  being  thereto  ready  and  willing  and  hee  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  etc. 

Samuel  Eburne. 

December  the-  13th.   K»Si5. 

This  petition  Read  and  ordered  that  if  the  within  named  inhabitants  of  Brook- 
haven  do  not  forthwith  pay  unto  the  petitioner  the  within  mentioned  sunie  of  sixty 
pounds  that  then  and  in  such  case  they  bee  and  appeare  in  their  behalfs  before 
this  board  on  the  first  Thursday  in  February  next  Ensueing  to  shew  cause  it  any 
they  have  to  the  contrary. —  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  218,  210. 

EVERT  PIETERSEN,  OLD.     AIJRAM  DK  LA  XOY  TO  ACT  AS  CLERK. 

Dec.  16,  168t>. 

In  consequence  of  the  advanced  age  of  Evert  Pietersen.  Abram  De  La  Noy  was 
appointed  to  act  as  Clerk,  Chorister  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick  (offices,  as  well  as 
that  of  Catechist,  always  included  in  the  duties  of  the  Schoolmaster  previous  to 
the  Revolutionary  War). 

Mr.  De  La  Noy  asked  for  the  fees  for  recording  baptisms,  but  Consistory  resolved 
that  the  yearly  allowance  of  fifty  gulden  for  baptismal  fees  shall  be  made  nntil 
the  death  of  Mr.  Evert  Pieterseu,  but  when  he  dies  the  fees  for  recording  baptisms 
shall  be  paid  to  petitioner. —  Dunshee,  35,  3i». 


|  FINES  OF  QUAKERS  VOR  XOT  TRAINING.] 

An   Account   of  what  hath  been  taken  from  our  ffriends  in  New  York  Government 
since  the  arrivall  of  Goveruour  Dougan  and  upon   what  account,   viz. 

[1686.] 

Taken  from  Samuel  Holt  by  John  Farrington,  one  sheep  for  not  train-  £ 

ing  the  18th  of  the  10th  mo.  lf)8«; 0     10     00 

Taken  the  same  day  by  John   Farrington   from    Daniel   Patrick    for   not 

training  one  broad   Ax 0       (>     00 

Taken   from   Daniel    Patrick    for   not    training   by   John    Farrington    Say 

Harrison  for  the  7th  day  of  yt>  r.th   Mo.   1«>S7  one  saddle  vallued  at..  1     00    00 
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Taken  from  John  Bowne  for  his  son  Samuel  not  training  t\v<>  sheep  by       £ 
John  Harrisson  the  3rd  of  tin-  Tih  mo.   1(^7,   worih 1     OO    00 

Taken  away  the  same  day  by  the  same  man  from  Samuel   Holt   for  not 

training   two   sheep    1     OO     OO 

Taken  away  by  John  Farringtou  from  Hugh  Copperthwalte  the  HUh  of 
the  10th  mo.  for  one  day  not  training  two  good  Ewes  Ills  demand 
being  ten  shillings  1  00  t>0 

Taken  away  from  Hugh  Copperthwalte  the  2nd  day  of  the  7th  mo.   It  IS" 

by  John   Harrisson  for  three  dayes  not  training  one  fait  Cow 4     OO     00 

Taken  away  fr..m  Henry  Willis  the  K.tli  of  the  1st  mo.  HW7  by  Richard 
Win  theme  Constable  and  Richard  <!ilderse  Collector  for  not  paying 
towards  the  Building  the  Priests  Dwelling  house  at  Hempstead  their 
demand  being  one  pound  fourteen  shillings,  one  Cow  valued  at 4  lo  00 

Taken  away  from  Henry  Willis  tin-  ;?Oth  of  the  10th  mo.  1«'>H7  by  Samuel 
Emery  Constable  and  Francis  Cleple  Collector  for  the  Priests  Wald- 
geee  of  Hempstea<l  eight  sheep  sould  for  four  pounds  fourteen  shil 
lings,  their  demand  being  TWO  pounds  seventeen  shillings 4  14  00 

Taken  from  Edward  Titus  the  IHth  day  of  the  1st  mo.  1010/7  for  Refus 
ing  to  pay  towards  the  building  of  the  1'rlosts  house  of  Hempstefld 
one  cow  by  Richard  Wintherne  Constable  and  Richard  (illderse  Col 
lector  their  Iiemand  being  one  pound  tlfteen  shillings. 

Taken  from  ditto  for  not  paying  the  Priests  Waidges  of  Hcmpstead  by 
Samuel  Emery  Constable  and  Francis  Claple  Collector  four  young 
Cattle  allmost  a  year  Old  their  Demand  being  one  i>ound  eight  shil 
lings. 

Taken   from   Henry  Clifton  of  Flushing  the  :u»th  of  the   1st    mo.   lt'^7   by 

John  Harrisson  for  not  training  one   Hatt  <  ost o     IN     (»0 

Taken   from   Jasper   Smith   the   ISth   day   of  the   10th   mo.    Hist;   by   John 

Farrington  for  not  training,  one  two  year  old   heffer  valued   at....  1      lo     00 

Taken   from   James  Clements   by   John    Farrington    the   'J4th   of   the   loth 

mo.   10X0  for  not   training  two  sheep  valued   att <>     Hi     <*> 

Also  In   the   year   KJS7  taken   by   John    Lawrence   ('apt.    sixteen   shillings 

in   money   for   not    training  from   ditto o     HI     OO 

Taken  from  Harmanus  King  of  Flushing  by  John   Farrington  some  time 

in  the  10th  mo.   IfJSf)  for  not   training  one  hyde  vallued  at O     15     00 

Taken   from  ditto  in   the  year   H'^7   by  John   Harrisson   for   not    training 

one  swine   valued    O     15     00 

Taken  from  Ellas  and  John  Hurling  of  Hempstead  on  Long  Island  by 
Hichard  Wintherne  Constable  and  lib-hard  (Jilderse  Collector  for  not 
paying  eight  shillings  Demanded  towards  Building  the  Priest  of 
Hempsteads  house  one  iron  pot  i  one  pewter  dish  and  a  Mason  worth 
one  pound,  taken  the  IT.th  of  the  Jib  mo.  HiS7 1  «*>  OO 

Taken   from  ditto   by   the   same    persons   for   three  days    not    training   the 

10th  of  the  4th   mo.   1(^7  one  Cow .'<     <*'     "<> 

New    York. 

Taken  the  24th  of  the  Huh  mo.   H'.Mi  from   Phillip  Richards  for  not  train 

ing  by  John  Cavileir  thirteen  yards  of  ftlannen  two  shillings  per  yard.        1     <N;     "<> 

Taken  from  Thomas  Phillips  much  about  Ihe  same  time  by  John  Cavil 
eir  marshal!  and  John  Pattee  Constable  fourteen  and  a  half  yards  of 
tine  Draught  Stuff  at  four  shillings  per  yard  by  virtu*-  of  a  warrant 
from  Nicholas  Bayard  Colbmel  for  fine  of  thirteen  shillings  six  pence 
for  not  goelng  In  Armes -  ls  <*' 

Taken  from  Francis  Richardson  the  .'!d  of  th<-  7th  mo.  H'.S7  by  John 
Cavileir  for  not  training  eleven  and  three  fourth  yards  of  Stuff  at 
f(.t:r  shillings  six  pence  per  yard.. 

Taken  from  Albartus  Brandt  by  John  Cavileir  by  order  «.f  the  m.-lltln 
the  r,th  of  the  Sth  mo.  H'.S7  for  refusclng  to  <;..••  up  In  Arm*-*  to 
Albany  one  ).s.  of  Hollan.l  Llnn-n  <|t.  forty  elglit  yards  nt  four  shil 

lings  six    pence  per  yard •    tl<'  1C,      / 

Two  ps.  striped  do  <]t.  seventy  ells 4.17.4  \       \' 
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Taken  away  from  John  Weigh  in  the  year  1G87  in  the  nineteenth  third 
mouth  by  Jonathan  Hazard  Tho.  Pettet  Benjamin  Sivorns  a  Lan- 
thorne  a  pewter  Bason  and  a  half  bushell  Cost 0  10  06 

For  not  appearing  in  Amies  one  day  in  the  foott  Company;  and  for  the 
troop  they  demand  three  pounds.— Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y.  Hi.  008,  609. 

GOVERNOR  DONG  AX  TO  THE  LORD  PRESIDENT. 


And  now.  My  Lord,  the  charges  will  he  a  great  deal  more,  for  we  must:  build  forts 
in  ye  country  upon  ye  great  Lake,  as  ye  French  doe,  otherwise  we  loose  ye  country. 
the  Keyer  trade  and  our  Indians,  and  also  there  must  be  Missionaries  sent  am..ngs; 
them,  the  French  priest  desired  of  me  leave  for  there  Missionaries  to  goe  and  live 
amongst  them  again,  by  which  I  fynde  they  make  religion  a  stalking  horse  to  there 
pretence,  when  1  denyed  him  in  a  great  heat  he  told  me  his  Master  yo  French 
King  had  sent  over  eight  hundred  thousand  livres  to  prosecute  this  Warr.  half  of 
which  he  said  had  it  been  but  given  to  bribe  those  Indians,  they  might  have  been 
all  gained  upon  to  come  over  to  there  side.  So  1  believe  they  will  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  get  them.  There  are  also  officers  that  belong  to  ye  government  who 
must  be  paid. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iii.  511. 


Albany  ye  19th  Feb.  16SH/7.   |lf>M7j 


DEATH  OF  Mus.  PKTKR  STU  YVES  ANT. 

Her  Will   in   Reference  to  Stuyvesant's   Chapel  at  the   Bouwerie. 

Peter  Stnyvesant  died  February  It^:.'.  at  his  Bouwerie.  He  was  buried  in  the 
vault  under  the  Chapel.  His  widow,  Judith  Stuyvesant  died  in  10S7.  By  will, 
she  left  this  Chapel  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  to  dispose  of  as  they  saw 
fit,  provided  the  vault  was  preserved. 

The  extract  from  her  will,  on  this  subject,  is  as  follows: 

I  doe  further  bequeath  to  my  said  Consen.  Nicholas  Bayard,  and  to  his 

wife  and  child  or  children  (if  desired),  a  bnreing  place  In  the  Tomb  or  Vaught:  of 
my  last  deceased  husband  In  the  Chappell  or  Church  att  my  Bouwerie:  And  in 
case  it  should  happen  that  my  said  Church  or  Chappell  did  come  to  decay,  or  for 
another  reason  be  demolished.  1  doe  hereby  declare  and  publish  it,  to  bee  my  Last 
will  and  Testament,  that  of  the  materialls  and  Kubbage  of  said  Chappell  bee  made 

a  building  sufficient  ffor  a  cover  upon  the  Vaught And  I  doe  by  these 

presents  further,  by  forme  of  ;i  Legasie  give  and  grante  to  the  Reformed  nether 
Dutch  Church  or  Congregation  of  the  Citty  of  New  York  My  Testracies  Church  or 
Chappell  Scitnated  On  my  bowry  or  farmes.  Together  with  all  the  revenues,  prof- 
fltts  and  immunityes.  As  also  with  all  the  Incumbranees  to  the  said  Chappell  belong 
ing  Or  appertaining.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Chappell  and  appurtenance 
after  the  time  of  my  decease  I'nto  the  Overseers  of  »he  said  Congregation,  to  the 
use  aforesayd  for  ever,  with  further  power,  itT  they  see  cause  to  demolish  or  dis 
place  the  same,  and  to  employ  the  Materialls  thereof  to  such  uses  as  they  shall 
think  fltt  and  expedient,  Provided  that  in  such  case  of  the  said  materialls  bee 
made  and  built  all  and  whatsoever  In  the  enclosed  Testament  is  expressed  and 
required,  for  the  preservation  of  the  tombe  or  vaught  which  was  built  by  my 
deceased  husband  in  the  said  Church 

This  Chapel  does  not  seem  to  have  been  used  for  Dutch  Church  services  after 
1(>72,  or  at  least  after  HW7.  In  17'.M>  the  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  Marks  was 
founded  on  this  same  spot. 
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(  J.ASSIS  <>K  AMSTERDAM. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Kingston,   H'»S7.   March  JTtli. 

(A  letter  from)  Kingston  in  Xew  Xetherland,  by  Rev.  John 
Weeksteen,  August  2.'>,  Hist;. 

He  requests  the  Ada  in  reference  to  the  approval  of  Ins  call, 
signed  l>y  his  Excellency,  (lovernor  Andros,  ami  which  are  no\v 
iu  the  hands  of  this  Classic;  inasmuch  as  no  copy  thereof  i>  to  be 
found,  (with  his  church.) 

.Xew   Xetherland.     Letter  from  Rev.   Rudolphus  Varick,  Septem 
ber  !»,  KIM;. 

Sailing  the  last  of  .March  from  Amsterdam,  he  arrived  safely 
in  .New  York  in  the  beginning  of  July.  He  had  been  invited  to 
settle  at  Xew  Albany;  but  found  it  better  to  bind  himself  to 
the  people  of  Long  Island,  with  a  good  salary,  and  free  tire- 
wood,  and  in  a  new  house.  At  the  same  time  he  had  agreed. 
upon  the  departure  of  Rev.  Tesschenmaker  from  Staten  Island 
to  Schonehsteil  (Schenectady)  to  administer  tin*  Holy  Supper  on 
that  Island,  four  times  per  annum. 

A  certain  Quaker,  Jacob  Telner,  had  taken  in  some  people 
on  Long  Island,  but  he  seemed  to  be  almost  through;  and  they 

were  singularly the  Knglish  minister  with  whom  he 

hoped  to  associate. 

Xew  York.      Letter  from  Rev.  Selyns,  Sept.  L'O,  ir»M». 

He  rejoices  in  the  satisfaction  the  (  !a>-is  takes  in  his  labors. 
lie  mentions  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Yarick.  lie  shows  himself  re 
joiced  also  in  the  fact  that,  over  and  ahovr  the  >ti|»ulated  term-, 
he  had  it'iven  to  him  eleven  hundred  guilders  for  his  transporta 
tion  in  «livers  kind-  :md  tin-  house  had  been  en 
larged  and  improved. 
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Of  Tesschenmaker,  as  above. 

That  Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius  had  taken  leave  of  New  Albany; 
and  that  until  his  (proposed)  departure,  he  was  staying  at  New 
York,  where  his  children  and  hi*  wife  had  fallen  into  a  serious 
illness:  that  he  had  indeed  good  reasons  to  stay  with  the  church; 
and  that  a  schuyt  (boat?)  from  Antwerp  did  harm  to  the  church. 

lie  himself,  (Selyns),  and  the  church  at  New  York,  Bergen, 
and  N(ew  Harlem 'i)  were  still  in  good  condition. 

He  maintained  church  discipline,  and  had  established  catechiza- 
tion  for  married  persons,  who  thus  prepared  themselves  for  con 
fession. 

Many  French  refugees  were  filling  up  the  churches  there,  (in 
America.) 

Rev.  Peter  Daille,  at  New  York,  Rev.  Lambertus  van  der 
Bosch,  on  Staten  Island;  and  at  Boston,  Rev.  Morpo,  were  minis 
ters  of  that  nationality. 

Having  been  made  a  widower  seven  months  ago,  he  had  now 
hopes  of  a  good  marriage,  xxi.  301. 

Letters  from  Rev.   V  a  rick. 

1687,  April  1st. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Rudolphus  Yarick  was  handed  in  to  Classis, 
and  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  to 
make  extracts  therefrom.  The  first  (or  next?)  regular  Classis 
shall  be  held  May  5th,  1687,  and  Rev.  Lucas  van  Noord  shall 
preside,  viii.  9. 

PETITION  OF  THE  FRENCH  PROTESTANTS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

(Translated  from  the  French.) 
To  My  lord, 

My  lord  Dongan,  Governor  for  the  King,  in  the  Countries  of 
America. 

The  French  Protestants  humbly  supplicate  and  represent,  that 
they  are  infinitely  obliged  to  the  King  for  having  so  much  good 
ness  for  them,  and  for  consenting;,  as  you  have  taken  the  trouble 
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to  testify,  that  those  who  will  repair  to  this  Province  should 
enjoy  some  special  advantages.  Therefore  the  Petitioners  hope 
from  his  Majesty's  Clemency  that  he  will  not  refuse  them  the 
favour  they  ask  with  all  possible  respect — that  is,  that  Mer 
chants,  Masters  of  Vessels,  and  others  who  will  settle  in  this 
Country,  may  have  the  privilege  of  trading,  going  and  coming  in 
and  to  all  places  in  America,  Islands  and  Mainlands,  that  are 
under  the  Kings  dominion,  without  the  Governors  of  said  Coun 
tries  giving  them  any  trouble,  disturbing  their  Commerce  and 
treating  them  otherwise  than  as  his  Majesty's  Natural  Subjects; 
inasmuch  as  the  Petitioners  swear  inviolable  obedience  to  the 
King,  acknowledging  him  for  their  Sovereign  Lord,  Protector 
and  Benefactor,  to  whom  they  will  take  an  Oath  of  Fidelity, 
which  they  shall  observe  to  the  last  breath  of  their  lives. 

The  Petitioners,  My  Lord,  apply  to  vour  Lordship  as  to  a 
Channel  through  which  the  King's  favours  tlow  to  them;  he- 
seeching  you  to  be  pleased  to  write  to  his  Majesty  that  he  may 
have  the  Charity  to  order  said  Governors  of  the  places  sub 
ject  to  him,  duly  to  receive  the  Petitioners  who  shall  have  your 
passports,  and  to  act  towards  them  as  towards  His  Majesty's  Sub 
jects  which  is  necessary  in  order  that  the  Petitioners  may  sub 
sist  in  this  Province.  That  will  encourage  them  to  establish 
themselves  there,  and  to  attract  others  who  eventually  will  greatly 
enhance  and  augment  these  countries.  What  will  afford  you 
My  I/ml  satisfaction  the  Petitioners  shall  accomplish  with  all 
their  power,  being  your  Excellency's 

Most  humble,  most  obedient,  most  faithful 

and  obliged  Servants 

.lean   Bouteillier,  for  all. —  Col.  Docs.  iii.  -111*. 
Endorsed,  Xew  York  108$ 
Petition  of  the  fTrench  Protestants 
to  be  permitted  to  settle  there. 

Received  from  Mr.  Spragg  '.»  May   1»'>S7 

Read  IS  Mav  *S7.  i  SIM-  .July  I!».  I«s7.] 
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GOVERNOR  BOXGAX  TO  THE  REVEREXD  FATHER  DE  LAMBERVII.I.E. 

May    20th,    1GS7. 
Reverend  Father: 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  tenth  coin-rant  from  the  Onnondages  and  am  he:;rtily 
Iliad  that  you  are  in  good  health  and  as  much  as  lyes  in  me  you  may  he  assured 
that  I  will  do  all  my  endeavours  to  protect  you  from  th"  danger  you  apprehend 
from  those  people  and  all  those  others  of  your  fraternity  that  continue  in  doing 
good  service. 

I  am  sorry  that  our  Indians  are  soe  troublesome  to  the  Indians  of  Cannidn  but 
1  51  rn  informed  from  Christians  that  it  is  the  custom  of  those  people,  that  what 
count rey  they  conquer  belongs  to  them  as  their  own.  yet  I  lay  no  stress  on  that, 
but  1  am  still  in  doubt  whither  that  land  where  the  Indians  goes  to  warr  belongs 
to  our  King  or  to  the  King  of  France,  but  in  all  probability  if  I  be  truly  infov.ned 
it  must  depend  on  the  King  of  England  territories,  it  lying  west  and  by  south  of 
this  place  and  your  countryes  lye  to  the  northward  of  us  but  that  is  no  material 
reason  for  the  Indians  to  disturbe  the  people  of  Canada  and  I  will  use  my  endeavour 
that  they  shall  disturb  them  no  more  but  leave  the  decision  of  thai  to  my  Master 
at  home  as  I  leave  all  other  things  which  relates  to  any  difference  between  us  and 
the  people  of  Canada  and  I  am  sure  that  Monsieur  de  Xoville  will  do  the  same. 

I  have  not  spoke  to  the  Indians  as  yet,  your  messenger  being  in  hast,  cannot 
give  an  account  what  they  can  say  for  themselves  but  to  continue  a  right  under 
standing  between  the  government  of  Canada  and  this  if  any  of  the  Indians  will 
doe  any  thing  to  disturbe  the  King  of  France's  subjects,  let  the  Governour  send  to 
me  and  I  will  doe  all  the  justice  that  Is  possible  for  me  to  do  and  if  he  will  do 
the  same  it  will  be  a  meane  to  keep  those  people  in.  and  to  see  bofh  Governments 
in  a  good  correspondence  one  with  the  other.  lint  I  hear  they  pretend  that  they 
are  afraid  of  the  French,  but  I  hope  that  Monsieur  de  Xonville  will  well  weigh 
the  business  before  he  inuades  any  of  the  King  of  England's  subjects — I  have  no 
time  to  write  to  him  at  present  but  assure  him  of  my  humble  service  and  that  I 
will  write  to  him  before  I  goe,  Haveing  no  other  business  here  in  sending  for  the 
Indians  but  to  check  them  for  offering  to  disturb?  the  people  of  Canada. 
Reverend  Father, 

I   am   ymir   humble    servant, 

(signed)  Tho.   Dongan. 

I   pray   you   to   pray   to  God   for  UIP. 

Col.    Docs.    X.    Y.    iii.   4f>4. 


GOVERNOR  DOXGAX  TO  "MoxsjEri-;  DE  DEXOXVILLE. 

June  20. 


I  am  informed  by  sonic  of  our  Indians  that  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
desire  them  to  meet  you  at  ('adarague:  I  could  hardly  believe  it  till  I  had  a  letter 
from  Father  Lamberville,  wherein  he  informs  me  that  it  is  true.  I  am  informed 
of  your  Fathers  endeavours  dayly  to  carry  away  our  Indians  to  Canada  as  you 
have  already  done  a  great  many,  you  must  pardon  me  if  I  tell  you  that  that  is' 
not  the  right  way  to  keep  fair  correspondence.  I  have  also  been  informed  that 
they  are  told  I  have  given  to  Indians  orders  io  rob  the  French  wherever  they' 
could  meet  them,  that  is  as  false  as  tis  true  that  God  is  in  heaven,  what  I  have 
done  was  by  your  own  desire  in  cumplyanco  wherewith  I  ordered,  both,  the- 

Indians   ami    the    j pie   of    Albany    that    if   they   found    any    French   or    English    on 

this  side  i,f  the  great  lake,  without  either  vour  passe  or  mine,  they  should  seize' 
them  and  bring  them  to  Albany:  I  am  now  sorry  that  I  did  it  since  it  is  not  agree 
able  to  you  and  has  as  I  ;.m  informed  hindered  the  coming  of  a  great  many  beauers 
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to  this  p!a.-e—  I  shall  ther-f.,re  re.-all  ;ho<e  orders.  I  am  .lally  fXp«-etlnK  It.- 
Unions  men  from  Kn^'land  whirl,  I  intend  :..  put  amongst  thus.-  tlvr  niitlfiiiM.  I 
desire  you  would  order  Monsieur  ,|-  Laml.erv  ill,-  that  soe  !<mK  as  he  stays  amongst 
those  pe,,ple  h«-  would  meddle  only  with  tin-  affairs  I.elouKiiiK'  to  his  function  and 
that  those  of  or.r  Indians  that  are  turned  CathollqiU's  and  llv.-  In  Canada  may 
ror.leni  ;hemsol\es  with  their  I.ein^  alone  without  endeavoring  to  delmiieh  others 
after  t!i.  in.  if  they  do  and  I  <-at.-h  any  of  th.-ni  I  shall  handle  them  very  severely. 

1    am.    Sir: 

Your   m»M    luiniMe  servant 

i signed i    Tho.    1  Ionian. 

Sir   !    >eiiii  y.;a   s(,me   Oranges   hearing    iliey   are  a    rarity    in   your   parts  and    would 
send  more,  i..;t   the  luarer  wants  com  enieney  of  Can-lam-. —  Col.  Itoes.  N.  V.  111.  -IfiTi. 

Remarks  <>f  C»c»vernor  Denoiiville  oi  Cauada,  <>n  I^-ttrr  of  (lov- 
(•rnor  Doiiirim  of  Xcw  York,  concerning  C'entral  Xc\v  York, 
ninl  i lie  Missionaries  there. 

1687-June-August. 

Cojiy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Honpin  !  hi-  Marquis  dc  I>cnonvilk'<N  Au 
to  tin*  Marquis  d«-  Dcnonvillt-  of  s\v««r  t-y  p.-n-a^rnplis  to  M.  Doujran's 
the  llili  of  June.  HiST.  Ifttt-r  of  tlu-  L'.'ud  of  August,  1»¥>S7. 

Sir.  Sir. 

Th«'  «MI<  lost-d    t-auir   to   my   hands  Noiliin^   will   IM>  ol>s«>rv<><l   on   my 

last  n;j,'ht  fi'om  Ku^rlaud  with  or-  jiart  mor«'  siridly  tlian  all  thr  ar- 
d«-rs  IM  iiav»'  it  proclaimed  \vhiHi  rid'-s  contained  in  the  Treaty  of 
has  accordingly  lieen  doiu-:  what  .\--uirality  conchided  hetueen  our 
is  tln'i'e  agreed  upon  I  will  observe  masters,  a  copy  of  which  I  send 
to  the  least  title,  and  I  doubt  not  y<m  as  I  re.cived  it  from  the  Kin^. 
1^'.:!  your  Kxcelloncy  will  d.o  the  similar  to  that  you  sent  me  in 
siinic.  and  I  hope,  be  so  Uinde  as  Latin.  If  you  observe  it  as  I  do, 
not  desire  or  seek  any  correspond-  \\c  shall  all  have  a  irood  under 
ence  with  our  Indians  of  this  side  -land'-ii;::  but  you  do  not  take  the 
of  the  <; resit  Lake:  if  they  do  proper  way  to  effect  it  by  your 
amNso  to  any  of  your  (lovornment.  (intensions  against  the  Kind's 
and  you  make  it  known  t->  me.  you  rj../ht*:.  which  form  the  whole  sub- 
shall  have  al!  justice  done:  and  if  j,M-t.  in  dispute  between  us.  re 
any  of  your  people  disturbe  us  1  vj,,vtiiii:  ;he  limits:  as  you  agreed 
will  have  tli  •  same  recourse  to  you  with  me  that  we  should  refer  the 
for  satisfaction.  decision  then-mi  to  our  masters. 

Y..U  are  wi-nntf.  Sir.  to  hold  as  in 
disputable  that  the  Iroquois  sav- 
:,L'.-.  whom  you  eall  your  Indian*. 
.lie  y.iurX  You  must.  Sir.  leave 
things  in  the  state  you  found  tin-in 
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I  am  informed  by  some  of  our 
Indians  that  your  Excellency  was 
pleased,  to  desire  them  to  meet  you 
at  Cataraque.  I  could  hardly  be 
lieve  it  till  I  had  a  letter  from  the 
most  distant  Lambervilles  who  in 
form  me  that  it  is  true. 


I  am  also  informed  of  your 
Fathers'  endeavors  dayly  to  carry 
away  our  Indians  to  Canada  as 
they  have  already  done  a  great 
many.  Yon  must  pardon  me  if  I 
tell  you  that  that  is  not  the  right 
way  to  kcepe  fair  correspondence. 


on  arriving  at  your  Government, 
and  make  no  innovation.  You 
know  we  have  been  more  than 
twenty  years  in  possession  of  the 
Five  Iroquois  Nations  by  various 
circumstances,  and  especially  by 
that  of  the  Missionaries  whom  tin; 
King  first  sent  thither,  and  who 
have  always  remained  there  de 
spite  the  persecutions  experienced 
at  the  hands  of  those  Heathen,  and 
through  the  instigation  of  your 
heretic  merchants,  and  particularly 
of  the  Trader  named  Robert 
Sendre. 


Since  you  have  been  informed 
that  1  wished  to  see  the  Iroquois 
at  Cataracouy,  to  arrange  with 
them  the  causes  of  discontent  I 
had,  on  account  of  their  violence 
and  misbehaviour,  this  is  telling  me 
that  it  is  you  who  prevented  them 
coming  to  give  me  an  explanation 
of  their  violence.  Therefore,  Sir, 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  you 
would  wish  to  induce  me  to  pro 
claim  war  against  them.  The  Rev. 
Fathers  Lainberville  were  justified 
in  advising  you  that  I  had  called 
the  said  iroquois  to  Catarocouy,  as 
I  instructed  them  to  warn  the  Five 
Nations  to  come  there.  Had.  you 
loved  peace  and  union  you  would 
have  sent  thither  some  one  on 
your  behalf  to  contribute  to  the 
general  peace  between  the  nations. 

If  you  had  been  better  informed 
of  the  zeal  of  the  King  for  the 
increase  of  the  Christian  and  Cath 
olic  Faith,  you  would  have  been 
aware  of  the  great  number  of 
Jesuit  Missionaries  who  have  la 
bored  for  more  than  eighty  (sixty? 
1007  or  1()27V)  years  with  infi 
nite  pains  for  the  conversion  of 
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the   poor    savages    of   this   country. 
I   am  astonished  that  you  are  Igno 
rant  of  tin-  number  of  martyrs  who 
liavtt    spilt    their    blood    and    sacri 
ficed    their    lives    for    the    faith    of 
Jesus  Christ.      1    MIM   further  aston 
ished    that   you   should    he   ignorant 
that     l.eforv     Manate     (Manhattan 
belonged    to  the   King  your   Master 
—  being  in  possession  of  the  heretic 
Dutch  as  you  are  aware  —  our  Mis 
siouaries.  persecuted  and  martyred, 
found   there  an  asylum  and  protec 
tion.      Is  it   possible  now.  when  the 
said  country    has   the   happiness   to 
be   under   the  dominion   of  a   great 
King,    the    protector    and    defender 
<>f   the  truth  of  the  (lospel.   (James 
Hi  that  you.  Sir.  who  represent  his 
sacred  person  and  profess  his  Holy 
Religion  should  find  it  strange,  and 
be    scandali/ed     that     our    Mission 
aries   labor   so   usefully    as   they   do 
for  the  general  conversion  of  these 
poor   Heathen   people.      You  did   not 
reflect,    Sir,    when    you    complained 
of    it.       Hut     I     have    much    greater 
cause    to    find    it    strange,    that    peo 
ple  should  have  conic  last  year  Into 
our    missions     with    presents    from 
you.    to   debauch    and    dissuade   our 
Christians    from    continuing    in    the 
exercise      of      the      Holy      Religion, 
which    they    profess    with    so    much 
edification.       Pardon    me    if    I     say 
that  this  is  not  a  right  way  to  pre 
serve   good   correspondence. 


I  am  daily  expecting  Religious 
men  from  England  which  I  intend 
to  put  amongst  those  Five  Nations. 
I  desire  you  would  order  Monsr.  do 
Lambervllle  that  so  long  as  lie 
stayes  amongst  those  people  be 
would  meddle  only  with  the  affairs 
belonging  to  his  function,  and  that 
those  of  our  Indians  that  are  Catho 
lics  in  Canada  mav  content  them 


I  should  think.  Sir.  that  you 
ought  to  have  awaited  the  decision 
of  the  differences  between  our 
Masters  relative  to  the  boundaries, 
before  dreaming  of  introducing  re 
ligions  men  among  the  Five  Na 
tions;  your  charity.  Sir.  for  the 
conversion  of  these  people  would 
have  been  more  useful  to  them, 
and  more  honorable  to  you.  had 
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selves  with  their  being  alone  with 
out  endeavoring  to  debauch  others 
after  them.  If  they  do,  and  I  can 
catch  any  of  them,  1  shall  handle 
them  very  severely. 


you  commenced  by  lending  your 
protection  to  the  Missionaries  they 
had  for  the  advancement  of  re 
ligion,  instead  of  taking  pains  to 
drive  them  from  their  missions  and 
prevent  them  converting  the  hea 
then.  You  cannot  deny.  Sir.  that 
should  our  Missionaries  leave, 
these  poor  infidels  will  be  a  long 
time  without  instruction,  if  they 
must  await  the  arrival  of  your  re 
ligious  men.  and  until  these  have 
learned  the  language.  Regarding 
your  desire  that  our  Missionaries 
content  themselves  with  what 
Christian  Savages  they  have  in 
Canada,  you  little  understand,  Sir. 
their  zeal.  I  assure  you  there  is 
not  one  who  would  not  willingly 
be  burnt  alive,  were  he  assured 
that  lie  could  attract  by  his  mar 
tyrdom  all  the  Indians  to  the 
Christian  and  Catholic  faith.  Can 
you  censure  them  for  this  charity, 
and  can  you  accuse  them  of  de 
bauching  people  when  they  seek 
only  their  salvation  and.  God's 
glory  V 


I  should  wish.  Sir.  with  all  my 
heart  to  be  able  to  serve  you  and 
to  visit  you;  but  the  distance  be 
tween  us  is  too  great.  I  have 
much  respect  for  all  the  people  of 
quality  of  your  nation  and  especially 
such  as  have  served  in  the  armies. 


I  should  wish  you  would  desire 
to  be  on  such  good  terms  as  that 
we  could  visit  each  other.  I  would 
willingly  repair  to  the  confines  of 
your  government,  which  are  very 
dost'  to  Orange.  [Albany.]  There 
fore  you  would  not  have  much  of  a 
journey  to  make. 

I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your 
oranges.  It  was  a  great  pity  that 
they  should  have  been  all  rotten. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obe 
dient  servant, 
(Signed i     The  M.  de  Deuonville. 

—  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iii.  469-472. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  C'T.ASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Letters  from  Rev.  Yarick. 

1»>^7,  June  I'th. 

The  extracts,  from  the  letter  of  Rev.  Varick  which  had  been 
given  into  tlie  hands  of  Deputies  ad  res  cxtrandas  (0  arc  (not?) 
yet  exhibited,  viii.  17. 

ORDER  TO  GOVERNOR    I)<>\<;.\.\    (  'O.NTKUM  M.    FKKNTH    PROTEST 
ANTS.      [  SEE   MAY  !».   HJsT.  j 

After  our  \-ery  hearty  commendations;  His  Majesty  having 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  Petition  of  Divers  French  Protest 
ants  transmitted  l>y  yon,  humbly  prayini:  that  heinir  come  with 
their  families  to  settle  at  Xew  York,  liherty  may  !»c  <rranted  unto 
them  to  trade  to  his  Majesty's  Plantations  in  sueh  manner  as 
His  Majesty's  natural  born  subjects:  And  ln's  Majesty  liein^ 
graciously  inclined  to  ofive  all  <lue  encouragement  to  such  I*  rencli 
Protestants  as  are  settled  or  shall  l>eeome  Inhabitants  of  N*c\v 
York,  Wee  have  received  His  .Majesty's  Commands  t«»  signify 
IIi.>  Koyal  Pleasure  unto  you  That  you  £_rive  unto  tliem  all  tittinc; 
enconrap-ment  >oe  I'ai*  t'oi'th  a-  mav  h<-e  consistent  with  Hi- 
Majesty's  service  in  those  parts.  And  that  you  doc  forthwith 
transmit  unto  us  (and  so  from  time  to  time)  the  name-  of  such 
French  Protestants  as  desire  to  settle  or  continue  in  thai  Province, 
to  the  end  that  Letters  of  Deni/ati«»n  may  pass  under  ye  kfrcat 
seal  of  Fiiirland,  whcrehv  they  may  liecome  qualified  to  trade  t<» 
His  Majesty's  Plantations  according  to  their  rc.pic-t  and  th»» 
several  acts  of  Trade  and  Navigation  in  that  behalf.  And  soe 
wee  bid  you  heartilv  farewell.  From  the  Council  Chamber  at 
White  Hall  the  I'.Hh  nf  July  IfiST. 

Your  very  loving  friend>, 

Jetfreys   C.  Sundcrlaml    P. 

Arundell  (  '.  P.  S.     Craven.       <  '«>!.   Docs. 
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1687,  AUG.  12-21,  SYNOD  OF  NORTH  HOLLAND,  AT  HAARLEM. 
Article  54. 

Kingstowne,  in  New  Netherland,  by  Rev.  John  Weeksteen 

August  23,  1086. 

He  requests  the  act  of  approval  of  his  call,  signed  by  Governor 
Andros  (1680),  which  was  in  the  keeping  of  this  Classis,  inasmuch 
as  no  copy  was  to  be  found  there,  (in  America). 

New  Netherland,  from  Rev.   Rudolphus  Varik, 

September  9,  1686,  (1685?) 

Having  sailed  from  Amsterdam  the  latter  part  of  March,  he 
arrived  safely  in  New  York  in  the  early  part  of  July.  He  had 
been  invited  to  New  Albany,  but  found  it  better  to  bind  himself 
to  the  people  of  Long  Island,  at  a  salary  of  nine  hundred  guilders, 
free  fire  wood,  and  a  new  dwelling.  At  the  same  time,  upon 
the  departure  of  Rev.  Teschenmaker  from  Staten  Island  to 
Schenectady,  he  agreed  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the 
said  Island  four  times  per  annum. 

A  certain  Quaker  called  Jacob  Telmer,  (Tellenaer),  had  won 
over  some  people  on  Long  Island,  but  he  seemed  to  be  nearly 
through.  There  were,  singularly  enough,  no  other  sectaries;  only 
there  were  several  English  preachers,  with  whom  he  hoped  to 
have  intercourse. 

New  York  —  from  Rev.  Sclyns, 

September  20,  1686  (1685?) 

He  rejoices  in  the  pleasure  the  Classis  takes  in  his  work.  He 
mentions  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Varick,  and  shows  that  he  is 
much  pleased  therewith;  that  he  also  receives  beyond  what  was 
stipulated,  namely,  one  hundred  guilders  for  his  passage,  and  is 
encouraged;  his  hou^-e  is  also  improved  and  enlarged. 
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Of  the  Rev.  Teschmaker  —  as  above. 

That  Rev.  (iodfrey  Dellius  has  taken  leave  of  New  Albany, 
and  had  stayed  at  New  York  since  he  left  there,  where  his  child 
had  died,  and  his  wife  had  become  seriously  ill.  He  himx-lf 
was  well,  and  his  churches  at  New  York,  ]>ergen.  and  New  Haar 
lem  were  also  in  good  condition.  He  maintained  church  disci 
pline;  and  had  established  a  Catechism  Class  for  married  jn-rsons, 
who  are  preparing  for  confession. 

Many  French  refugees  augment  the  churches  tin-re  (in 
America).  Rev.  Peter  Daille,  at,  .New  York.  Rev.  Lambert  us 
van  den  Bosch,  on  Stateri  Island,  Rev.  Mageto,  (M<>r{><>?)  at  1W- 
ton,  were  the  preachers  of  that  nationality. 

MONSIEUR  DE  DENONVIL.LE  TO  GOVERNOR  PON<;AN. 

August    21.    lf»S7. 


When  you  arrived  in  your  present  government,  did  you  not  find.  Sir.  In  the 
whole  of  the  five  Iroquois  villages,  all  our  Missionaries  sent  by  the  King,  almost 
the  entire  of  whom  the  heretic  merchants  have  caused  to  be  expelled  even  In  your 
time,  which  IK  not  honorable  to  your  government.  It  IK  only  three  yearn  since 
the  greater  number  were  forced  to  leave:  the  fathers.  I.ambervllle  iilone  b,  re 
up  against  the  Insults  and  111  treatment  they  received  through  the  solicitations 
of  your  traders.  Is  It  not  true.  Sir.  that  you  panted  only  to  Induce  them  to 
abandon  their  mission?  You  recollect,  Sir,  that  you  took  the  trouble  to  send 
under  a  guise  of  duty,  so  late  as  last  year,  to  solicit  them  by  urgent  discourses 
to  retire  under  the  pretext  that  I  wished  to  declare  war  against  the  village  of 
the  Onnontagtics.  What  certainty  had  you  of  It.  Sir,  If  It  were  not  the  charge 
and  prohibition  you  had  given  them,  not  to  send  the  prisoners  I  demanded  of 
them  and  they  surrendered  to  me?  You  foresaw  the  war  I  would  mnke.  by  tdat1 
which  you  were  desirous  of  waging  against  me  through  them,  and  which  you  have 
waged  against  me  through  the  Senecas.  In  this  way.  Sir,  It  Is  very  eii-y  to  foreneo 
events. 

I    admire.    Sir,    the   passage   of   your    last    letter   of   the    llth    of  June   of   thin    yenr 
in    which    you    state    that    the    King    of    Knglimd    your    Master    has   Juster    title    than 
the    King    to    the   posts    we    orciipy.    and    the    foundation    ,,f    your    n-iM.uiliig    I"    ' 
they    HP*    situate    to    the    South    of   yon.    Just    mi    the    border  of   ..in-    portion    of   y  ur 
territory    (domination).       In    refutation    of    your    sorry    reasoning's.    Sir. 
necessary    to    tell    you    that    you    are    very    badly    acquainted    with    the    Map    of    the 
country    and    know    still    worse    the    points    of    the    rompasK    where    tho*,-    punt*    are 
relative   to   the  situation   of   Menade   (New    York!.      It    Is   only   n.-.-.-Msary    to  a*k    yoti 
again    what    length    of    time    we    occupy    those    Posts    and    who    discovered    them 
You    or    we?      Again,     who    Is    In    possession    of    them?      After    that,    rend    the    Mh 
Article  of  the  treaty  of   Neutrality  and   you    will   see  If  you   were  Justified   In   gltlng 
orders    to    esiabllsh    your    trade    by    force    of    arms    ni     M|SM|||IIIII<|II|IIH.       Ai    I    "end' 

GO 
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you  a  copy  of  your  letter  with  the  answer  to  each  Article,  I  need  not  repeat  here 
what  is  embraced  in  that  answer. 


Rely  on  me  Sir.  Let  us  attache  ourselves  closely  to  the  execution  of  our  Masters' 
intentions;  let  us  seek  after  their  example  to  promote  the  Religion  and  serve  it; 
let  us  live  in  good  understanding  according  to  their  desires.  I  repeat  and  protest. 
Sir.  it  remains  only  with  you;  but  do  not  imagine  that  I  am  a  man  to  suffer 
others  to  play  me  tricks. 

I  send  you  back  Antoiue  Lespiuard.   bearer  of  your  passport  and   letter.     I   shall 
await,    Sir,    your   final    resolution    as   to    the    restitution    of   your   prisoners    whom    I 
wish  much  to  give  up  to  you,  on  condition  that  you  execute  the  treaty  of  Neutrality 
in  all   its  extent  and  that  you  furnish  me   with  proper  guarantees  therefor. 
Sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant 

The    (.M.)    de   Deuoiiville. 
—  Col.   Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  407.  468. 


GOVERNOR  DONG  AN  OF  XEYV  YORK  TO  GOVERNOR  DENONVILLE,  or 

CANADA. 

Abstract 

Dougan  acknowledges  the  reception  of  Denouvilie's  letter  of  August  121,  1*387. 
It  then  tediously  discusses  the  relative  claims  of  France  and  England  to  Central 
New  York:— "and  for  your  pretences  of  sixty  years  possession  (1627-1687),  'tis 
impossible;  for  they  and  the  Indians  who  wear  pipes  through  their  noses,  traded 
with  Albany  long  before  the  French  settled  at  Moutreall  " 


You  say  also  in  your  letter,  that  the  King  of  England,  has  no  right  to  the  Five 
Nations  on  this  side  of  the  Lake,  I  would  willingly  know,  if  so,  whose  subjects  they 
are  in  your  opinion. — -  You  tell  me  of  your  having  had  Missionaries  among  them; 
itt  is  a  very  charitable  act,  but  I  suppose  and  am  very  well  assured,  that  glues 
no  just  right  or  title  to  the  Government  of  the  Country  —  Father  Bryare  writes 
to  a  Gent:  there,  that  the  King  of  China,  never  goes  anywhere  without  two  Jesuits 
with  him:  I  wonder  why  you  make  not  the  like  pretence  to  that  Klngdome:  you 
also  say  you  had  many  Missionaries  among  them  att  my  eomeing  to  this  govern 
ment;  in  that  you  have  been  misinformed,  for  I  never  heard  of  any  but  the  two 
I.ambervilles  who  were  att  Onuondages,  and  were  protected  by  me  from  the  Inso- 
lencys  of  Indians,  as  they  desired  of  me,  and  as  by  their  letters  in  which  they  give 
me  thanks,  appears;  but  when  they  understood  your  intentions,  they  thought  fit 
to  go  without  taking  leave;  butt  their  sending  there  was,  as  I  afterwards  found, 
for  some  other  end  than  propagating  the  Christian  Religion,  as  was  apparent  by 
some  letters  of  theirs  directed  to  Canada,  which  happened  to  come  to  my  hands. 

Now  you  have  mist  of  your  unjust  pretentious: —  You  are  willing  to  refer  all 
things  to  our  Masters;  I  will  endeavor  to  protect  his  Majesties  subjects  here,  from 
your  unjust  invasions,  until  I  hear  from  the  King,  my  Master,  (James  II.),  who  is 
the  greatest  and  most  glorious  Monarch  that  ever  set  on  a  Throne,  and  would  do  as 
much  to  propagate  the  Christian  faith  as  any  prince  that  lives,  and  is  as  tender 
of  wronging  the  subjects  of  any  potentate  whatever,  as  he  is  of  suffering  his  owne 
to  be  injured. 

Itt  is  very  true  that  I  have  eat  a  great  deale  of  the  bread  of  France,  and  have, 
in  requittall,  complyed  with  my  obligations  in  doing  what  I  ought,  and  would  prefer 
the  service  of  the  French  King,  before  any,  except  my  owue;  and  have  a  great 
deal  of  respect  for  all  the  people  of  quality  of  your  nation;  which  engages  me  to 
advise  Mousr.  Denouville  to  send  home  all  the  Christians  and  Indians  prisoners, 
the  King  of  England's  subjects,  you  unjustly  do  deteine;  this  I  thought  rttt  to 
answer  to  your  reflecting  and  provoking  letter. 

A  true  coppy. 
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CLASSIS  <>F  AMSTERDAM. 

ACTS  OF  TIIK   DKITTIKS  AND  TIIF.IK   (  'OKKKSI-O.NDI.NCF. 

The  Clussis  of  Amsterdam  t<>  Rev.  Xeleins,   (  Henry  Scly;i>i,    \ov. 

1:5,  HIST,     xxvii.    1 '.)»;. 

Reverend  and  ^liu-h  Beloved  Sir  and  Brother  in  Chri>t:--- 

Yours,  dated  September  20th,  l<>Mi,  was  as  pleasant  to  u-«  in 
its  recepti<4ii  as  yourself  could  have  been.  We  shall  never  <-ea-e 
to  maintain  our  ecclesiastical  correspondence  with  you  ami  the 
other  pastors  whom  von  mention  in  the  Indies  of  New  Nether- 
land;  neither  will  we  in  anv  wise  doubt  vonr  determination  to 
build  up  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  Jesus,  and  to  edifv  his 
Church.  In  reference  to  these  things  we  wish  yon  (iod's  rich 
and  gracious  blessing.  We  also  remain  thankful  for  the  honor 
and  respect  which  von  have  for  our  Classical  Assemhh".  \\'c  hold 
ourselves  under  obligations  e\'er  to  meet  von  with  couries\\  and 
likewise  to  hold  vou  in  respect,  as  well  as  all  oilier  pa.-iors  \\'nic]i 
edify  (the  flock.)  It  has  also  been  verv  pleasant  to  us  to  learn 
from  your  letter,  that  Kcv.  Varick  arrivi-d  in  ^ood  health,  and 
tha!  yon  are  pleased  with  him;  also  that  he  himself  and  the 
church  of  Long  island  are  mutually  sati>tied.  May  the  Lord  en 
able  yon  to  continue  in  the  unitv  of  the  Spirit  and  in  the  bond 
of  peace. 

We  are  also  rejoiced  that  Kev.  Tesschenmaker  ha-  accepted 
the  call  extended  to  him  by  the  church  of  Schcnectady ;  aUo  that 
Rev.  Dellins  has  resolved  to  be  a  light-bearer,  both  in  doeirinc 
and  life,  to  the  church  of  New  Alhanv,  in  warning  his  church 
against  the  Papacy  and  its  abominations. 

\Ve  are  thankful  and  continue  so  for  ihe  communication  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  make  re.-pecting  Pennsylvania;  that 
there  is  there  a  French  pastor,  with  a  church:  also  concerning 
the  good  results  which  are  accomplished  l>y  your  colleague,  Rev. 
Peter  Daille;  that  Kev.  Uiurentius  Van  dcr  JJo-rh  ha>  been  ac- 
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cepted  as  pastor  on  Long  (Staten?)  Island,  for  the  French  people 
there,  and  that  Rev.  Moyro  (?)  instructs  and  comforts  the  French 
refugees  in  Boston;  also  in  reference  to  what  the  English  church 
has  been  subjected  to,  by  the  change  of  pastors.  May  God  Al 
mighty  preserve  his  church,  and  keep  us  all  in  the  purity  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Gospel.  May  he  give  again  into  your  bosom 
a  good  and  God-fearing  wife,  in  place  of  her  who  has  deceased, 
one  with  whom  you  may  live  in  peace,  love,  edification  and  mu 
tual  satisfaction. 

Since  your  departure  there  have  been  many  changes  here,  even 
as  the  world  is  a  constant  scene  of  change.  Of  these  you  have 
doubtless  been  previously  and  specially  informed.  Mr.  Witti- 
chius,  of  Leyden,  has  recently  died  in  the  Lord.  Enough  for  this 
time,  on  account  of  other  and  similar  duties.  May  Jehovah  be 
with  you  and  all  of  us.  Be  heartily  greeted  nomine  omnium. 
Your  obedient  servant  and  brother  in  Christ, 

J.  Ojers,  Dep.  Cl.  p.t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 
Nov.  13,  1687. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varig  (Varick)  on  Long 
Island,  Nov.  13,  16S7.     xxvii.   197. 

Sir,  and  Most  Worthy  Brother  in  Christ: — 

We  learned  with  joy,  from  your  letter,  dated  September  9, 
168C),  that  you,  together  with  your  dearest  and  your  children, 
had  arrived  in  New7  Netherland  in  health  and  safety;  that  with 
li'reat  earnestness  you  have  taken  charge  of  the  service  of  the 
Holy  Gospel  in  the  church  of  Long  Island;  and  that  you  have 
been  received  with  great  good  will  by  that  church  and  to  your 
own  entire  satisfaction.  All  this  affords  us  special  pleasure,  and 
we  are  sure  you  will  do  much  to  profit  and  edify  that  people. 
To  this  end,  may  the  Lord  give  you  his  richly-gracious  blessing. 
Wo  also  must  praise  your  determination  to  maintain,  in  those 
far  distant  regions  of  the  West  Indies,  friendship  and  fraternity 
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with  the  English  ministers  there;  and  that  you  have  also  prom 
ised  certain  on  Long  Island,  to  be  at  their  service  four  times  a 
year,  to  administer  the  Holy  Supper  for  them.      May  Jehovah, 
the  triune   and   faithful   God,  grant    his  blessing  upon  you   and 
your  family,  and  may  your  labor,  service  and  gifts  be  spent  to 
the  honor  of  his  Xame,  and  the   extension  of  the   Kingdom   of 
Jesus,    even    among    the    heathen.       lu    closing,    receive    a    heart  v 
greeting  from  me,  who  write,  nomine  omnium. 
Sir  and  Most  Worthy  Fellow-laborer, 
Your  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Joannes  Ojers, 

Amsterdam,  Depp.  Cl.  p.t.  Srriha. 

Xov.  i:j,  1687. 

CALL  i  OK  A  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING,  FASTI N<;  A.M»  PRAYI::;,   i  oit 
THE  DUTCH  Cnrurn  IN  XEW   YORK. 

The  Consistory,  finding  on  the  out'  hand,  that  it  has  pleased 
Almighty  God,  according  to  his  houndles-  merey,  to  hies-  thi- 
state  and  city  with  general  health,  abundant  produce  of  the  earth, 
commerce  by  sea,  with  increasing  trade  and  business;  and  ob 
serving  on  the  other  hand,  because  of  our  extreme  ingratitude, 
the  increase  of  our  sins,  and  ourdeeline  in  piety,  that  God's  wrath 
has  begun  to  kindle,  and  will  without  doubt  burn  hotter  unless 
there  be  a  speedy  decrease  of  our  transgressions: 

Has  therefore  resolved  to  proclaim  to  this  congregation  a  day 
of  special  thanksgiving,  fasting  and  prayer,  namely,  eight  days 
from  the  coming  Sunday,  being  January  >s,  (1«'>^),  to  praise 
and  thank  Go<l  the  I/or<l,  with  an  carne-t  and  upright  heart,  tor 
his  undeserved  grace  and  benetits,  so  mercifully  shown  to  this 
state  in  general,  and  to  this  citv  and  church  in  particular,  at 
various  times  and  on  sundry  occasions;  and  further  to  entreat 
his  Divine  Majesty  with  holy  humility,  that  his  threatened  wrath 
may  be  turned  into  grace;  that  his  blessings  may  increase  and 
not.  be  driven  awav  bv  our  sins;  and  that  all  of  us  to^-ther,  both 
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old  ni id  young,  may  lay  aside  all  pomp  arid  pride,  cursing  and 
swearing,  drunkenness  and  reveling,  wantonness  and  deeds  of  un- 
righteonsness,  as  well  as  more  heinous  sins,  which  are  too  com 
mon  already  and  are  still  increasing: 

And  especially  that  it  would  please  God  the  Lord  to  endow 
his  Royal  Majesty  of  Great  'Britain,  (James  II)  and  all  the  rulers 
of  this  land,  of  this  city  a.v-d  of  this  ehnreh,  with  the  spirit  of 
wisdom,  courage,  uprightness  and  piety,  and  to  bring  their 
Honors,  with  their  subjects  and  members,  to  heartfelt  abasement, 
nnd  conversion,  and  to  show  evidence-  of  piety,  so  that  the  al 
ready  kindled  fire  and  heat  of  his  threatened  wrath,  may  he 
quenched  betimes,  and  new  blessings  he  obtained  with,  the  New 
Year. 

\\  herefore  the  members  of  the  congregation  are  requested  to 
conduct  themselves  on  the  day  named  in  such  a  way  as  shall  tend 
to  the  extolling  the  Most  High,  and  the  abasing  of  ourselves,  and 
the  amending  our  lives,  and  the  preservation  and  prosperity  of 
our  entire  land,  our  citv  and  church. 


Actr.m  in  Xew  York,  in  our  Church  Assembly,  December  :>0, 

K;  ST. 

In  'In-  name  and  authority  of  the  Consist*. ry, 

Henry  Selyns 
William  Beeckman 
Peter  de  la  Nov. 

\KKI>  or  A  XKW  CiiURCii-BuiLDixe;  ix  XEW  YOIIK. 
The  Consistory's  Resolution  for  the  Building  of  a  Dutch  Church. 

The  Consistory  of  this  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  city 
of  .New  York,  having  considered  the  great  decay  of  their  church 
building,  which  there  is  no  hope  of  repairing,  have,  for  these 
and  other  reasons,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  many  of 
the  principal  members,  judged  it  necessary  to  inquire  after  the 
proper  means  of  building  a  new  church,  wherein  divine  service 
and  its  appurtenances  for  this  particular  congregation,  may  be 
suitably  performed. 
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And  since  such  a  building  cannot  bo  erected  \vitlnmt  j^rcat 
costs,  the  said  Consistory  have  thought  proper  ami  revived,  tliat 
some  qualified  }>cr-"iis  of  their  own  number  should  repair  to  the 
residences  of  the  respective  members  of  t!:i-  '•nninvn-alion,  and 
the  well  disposed  hearers  in  the  >amc,  and  inquire  what  cadi  is 
willing  to  contribute  for  such  a  necessary  and  Cod-pleasin<r  work; 
and  whatever  is  promised  by  any  one  of  them  for  this  pnrp«'-r, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  in  three  installments,  one  third  on  the 
iiisi  of  July  next,  (1088),  one  third  on  the  lir>t  of  . I nlv  following, 
(  !«>!»),  and  one  third  on  the  tiist  of  .Inly.  H'.'.KI. 

Done  in  <»ur  ( 'hurch  Assembly,  December  .')<>.   l»7. 
Signed  by. 

Henry  Selyns  I>aa<-  N'an   X'lcck 

William  Beeckman  Nichola-  d«-  Mover 

Peter  de  la  Xoy  .iohn   llarbnidini: 

Nicholas  Ijiiynrd  Thonia-  de  Key 

John   Kerfbyl  (  'arsten   !.udi>t«-r 

Stephen  Van  ('(.rthnxlt  (Old  Kldor)       Jacob  Kip. 

Domine  Selyns,  with  ^Iessr<.  de  la  Noy  and  df  Mcy.-r  were 
appointed  such  ( 'ommittee. 

'I'ifA.\Ks«.iviN<;    1  'AY. 
Call  for  a.  «lay  of  Prayer  upon  the  (..hicrn's   Pn-irnancy.      lly  the 

( iover::cr.      A    Prodamat i"ii. 

His    Majesty,    (James    II).   linvinir   by   his    royal    proclamaii..n 
bearin-  date  at   Whit"   Hall,  the  L^rd  day  of   December  last  pa.-t, 
in   the  third  year  of  his  p-i^n.  H^nili'-d  \<>  all  hi-  l.-viu-  -ubj 
that,   am.-n-t    other   signal    blessings    wherewith    Almijrhtv   Cod 
hath    been   irraeinu>ly    plea.-e.i    to    -rant    hi-    m'.sl    > 
and    the    dominions    ami    territories    under    hi-    Ma"-f 
ment— he  hath  -iven  l.i>    Majesty  apparent   hopes  and  -""d  as 
surance   of    bavin-    issue    by    his    royal    consort,    the   once,,,    who 
through  Cod's  trreat  ir'.o»lm-s  was  Mien  with  child:  and  whereas, 
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increase  of  issue  of  the  royal  family  is  a  public,  and  under  God, 
great  security  of  peace  and  happiness  to  all  his  Majesty's  sub 
jects:  His  Excellency  hath  therefore  thought  fit,  by  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  a  time  upon  this  occasion 
to  render  public  and  hearty  thanks  for  this  great  blessing,  and 
to  offer  up  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  the  continuance  thereof. 

And  his  Excellency  doth  accordingly  appoint,  command  and 
require  that  on  the  llth  day  of  this  instant  April,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  Kings  county,  Queens  county,  and  the 
counties  of  Richmond  and  Westchester;  and  on  the  20th  of  the 
said  month,  in  all  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  provinces;  public 
thanks  and  solemn  prayers  be  offered  up  to  Almighty  God,  upon 
the  occasion  aforesaid,  whereof  his  Excellency  doth  strictly 
charge  and  command  all  his  Majesty's  loving  subjects  in  this 
province  to  take  note  and  demean  themselves  accordingly  in  all 
things. 

Dated  at  Xew  York,  this  2nd  day  of  April  1688. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

Thomas  Dongan. 

Lib.  A.  62. 

PETITION  OF  THE  DUTCH  CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK  TO  BE  INCOR 
PORATED. 

To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Dongan,  Governor  and  Captain-Gen 
eral  of  his  Majesty's  province  of  Xew  York,  and  Depend 
encies,  etc. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons,  as 
being  the  representatives  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Congregation 
within  this  city:  That  your  Petitioners  are  informed  of  his 
Excellency's  inclination  that  a  church  should  be  built  outside  of 
the  fort  and  within  the  city;  and  your  Petitioners,  upon  due 
advice  and  consultation  with  the  chief  members  of  their  said 
church,  being  willing  to  concur  with  his  Excellency's  inclina- 
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tion,  and  with  all  possible  expedition  to  build  a  new  church 
within  said  city  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  your  Petition 
ers,  provided  it  be  for  their  and  their  successors'  own  proper 
and  particular  use  and  worship.  But  since  the  same  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  a  vast  and  considerable  charge,  which  voiir 
Petitioners  humbly  conceive  will  not  easily  ho  raised  unless  the 
disbursers  be  secured,  that  the  said  new  church  be  built  at  their 
proper  cost  and  charges,  as  above  said,  be  continued  unto  them, 
their  successors  and  posterity  forever: 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Kxcel- 
lency  will  be  pleased,  gratis,  to  establish  and  confirm  your  Peti 
tioners  to  be  a  Body  Corporate  and  Ecclesiastical,  and  thereby 
qualified  persons,  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  hold  and  enjoy 
lands  and  tenements,  as  also  goods  and  chattels,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  "  The 'Minister  or  Ministers,  the  F.hlers  and  Deacons 
of  the  Dutch  "Reformed  Church  in  New  York  "  which  are  now 
or  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  by  them;  and  your  Petitioners  will 
ever  pray,  etc. 

Nomine  jussuque  omnium, 

ITenrv  Selyns,  Minister,  Xeo-Eboraceuuis. 
April  4,  KISS. 

Lib.   A.  f.o. 

PETITION  FOR  A  SITE  FOR  A  DUTCH  Ciu'wii  IN  Xi:w  YOKK.     (  In 

English.) 

To  the  \Voi>hipful  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  A-si.-tant*  for  the 
County  and  City  of  New  York,  at  present  assembled  at  the 
( 'ity  Hall  within  the  said  <  'ity: 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Miniver  Elder*  and  Deacons,  an 
being  the  representatives  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  or 
Congregation  within  this  City: 

That  vmir  Petitioners  are  informed  of  your  Excellency's,  the 
Governor's  inclination  that  a  church  should  be  built  in  this  city. 
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Therefore  your  Petitioners,  upon  due  advice  and  consultation 
with  the  chief  members  of  their  said  Church,  are  willing  to  con 
cur  with  his  Excellency's  inclination  to  cause  a  Church  to  he 
huilt  in  this  City  for  their  own  proper  use  and  worship,  to  the 
performance  whereof  there  will  be  necessity  for  a  convenient 
place. 

Your  Petitioners  do,  therefore,  humbly  crave  your  Worships 
would  be  pleased  to  present  them  and  their  successors  with  a  cer 
tain  vacant  piece  of  ground  formerly  designed  for  that  purpose, 
lying;  within  this  City,  or  any  other  convenient  place  fit  for  that 
purpose.  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

Xomine  jussuque  omnium, 

Henry  Selyns. 

April  4th  1688. 


Commission  of  Andros  to   be  Governor  also  of   New   York   and   New  Jersey  as   well 
as   of   New    England.— Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    iii.    5.37-542. 

1688,    April    7. 
(Notliing  on   Religion.) 

Secret    Instructions   to    Audros   as    Governor   of    New    England   and    New    York   and 

New  Jersey. 

1688,    April    16. 


As  to  Morals  and   Religion. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  swearing  and  blasphemy, 
be  severely  punished;  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  public  trusts  and  imployments 
whose  ill  fame  and  conversation  may  bring  a  scandal  thereupon. 

You  are  to  permitt  a  liberty  of  conscience  in  matters  of  religion  to  all  persons, 
so  they  be  contented  with  a  quiet  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  it,  pursuant  to  our 
gracious  declaration,  bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  third  year  of  our 
reign;  which  you  are  to  cause  to  be  duly  observed  and  put  in  execution. 

And  you  are  also  with  the  assistance  of  our  Councill  to  find  out  the  best  means 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  the  conversion  of  Negroes  and  Indians  to  the  Christian 
Religion. 


And  forasmuch  as  great  inconveniences  may  arise  by  the  liberty  of  printing 
within  said  Territory,  under  your  Government,  you  are  to  provide  by  all  necessary 
orders,  that  no  person  keep  any  printing  press  for  printing,  nor  that  any  book, 
pamphlet  or  other  matter  whatsoever  be  printed  without  your  especial  leave  and 
license  first  obtained. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  54<5-7. 


oi*  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.  '.»;,."> 

1683 

ORDER  TO  (IOVKUNOR  DOXGAX  TO  RKSHJX   II is  (  JOVEKXMKXT  TO 
SIR  E.  AXDHOS. 

l«Vis.  April  1TJ. 

Trusty  niid  wellbeloved  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  we  have  thought  li  n.-.  •• 
snry  for  our  Service  and  the  better  protection  of  our  subjects  to  join  and  annex 
our  Province  of  New  York  to  our  Government  of  Xew  England  ami  have  accord 
ingly  by  our  commission  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  this  instant  April  constituted 
and  appointed  our  Trusty  ;.nd  wellbelovcd  Sir  Edmund  Andros  Knight  to  !>.-  <>;:r 
Captain  Generall  and  Governor  in  Chief  as  well  of  our  Province  ,,f  N,  w  York  as 
of  other  the  Colonies  of  our  said  territory  and  Dominion  of  Ne\v  England.  Wee 
doo  hereby  signify  unto  you  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  that  upon  the  arrival  .if  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  within  our  Colony  of  New  York  and  the  publication  of  his  c,,n, 
mission  there  you  deliver  unto  him  or  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  him  the  S«-ab- 
of  o.ir  said  Province  with  the  publick  papers  and  ensigns  of  Government.  \Yh-n-- 
unon  you  are  with  as  much  speed  as  may  consist  with  the  condition  and  convenience 
of  your  private  affairs  to  repair  to  our  Koyall  presence  where  you  may  expect  frotu 
us  the  marks  of  our  Koyall  favor  and  assurance  of  our  entire  satisfaction  in  y.r.-.r 
good  services  during  your  Government,  of  our  said  Colony.  And  so  wee  bldd  >•") 
farewell.  (liven  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  U'Jnd  day  of  April  1'Xv  In  the 
fourth  yenr  of  our  Reign. 

I'.y    !:i  ;    .M;.;cs;y's   Command, 

Sunderland    P. 
—  Col.    Docs.    X.    Y.    111.    ,V><>. 

HNS.     J.ily     -J7. 

SYNOD  or   NORTH    HOLLAND  AT   A.M>TEKDA.M. 

Nothing  relating  to  America. 

CAPTAIN  FRANCIS  NICHOLSON  TO  (Mi:.   POVKY ? ) 

Celebration  at   Birth  of  a   Prim-ess  to  .lames   II. 

ISostoii.    August    :tl.    1*WS. 

I  had  the  happiness  of  sending  His   Excellency   ye  joyfull  news  of  a    Prm.-,-*  >-ln« 
borne.       The   Governor  celebrated   lit   at  I    New    Yorke  as  soon   as   h"   heard    P 
though    I   had    lit    late  att    night,    yett    endeavoured    to   solcmiil/e   lit    a*    well    n  *   t!i- 
time   and    this   place   could    afford.       Enclosed    is    a    e.,ppy    ..f   a    Pr.clam.it  ion    f 
(ienerall  Thankesglving.—  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.   ill.   .V.-l. 


('LASS is  o!-'  AMSTERDAM. 

(  '()R1:ESPOXDEX<'E    1'KO.M     AMERICA. 

Kcv.   Ku«l«,l|.lins  Ynrirk  to  th«'  ( 'hissis  «.f  AniMrnliiin. 

l»;^s.      x\i.    :J1J. 
IlevcrcTid  ( Icntldiicn,   Fatlirrs  ami  lin-tlin-ii  in  Christ 

Your  favor  of  the  llth  of  April  H^N  scut  l.y  the  licv.  Deputy 
for    the    Foreign    Churches,    Doiniue    ( >jers,    was    reccive.l.       \Vo 
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were  pleased  to  learn  therefrom  of  the  quietness  and  peace  of 
God's  church  in  our  Fatherland  —  the  Netherlands.  May  God 
bless  his  church  more  and  more  in  these  sad  days. 

As  to  my  congregation,  we  live  in  love  and  peace  with  each 
other.  It  is  fairly  well  regulated,  is  zealous  in  serving  God  and 
increases  daily.  I  have  already  informed  you,  that  there  are  a 
few  sectarians  among  us.  Some  of  these  have  come  over  to  us 
from  Popery  and  Lutheranism  since  our  arrival,  and  we  hope 
that  more  will  follow. 

The  German  Quaker,  Jacob  Tellenacr,  has  not  preached  in  our 
district  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half,  and  he  does  not  any 
longer  endeavor  to  convert  any  of  our  people.  We  have  only 
two  English  Quaker  families  among  us.  One  of  these  will  ap 
parently  soon  move  away. 

Since  my  last  I  have  officiated  in  divine  service  in  the  con 
gregation  at  Hackensack,  seven  (Dutch)  miles  from  here ;  also  in 
two  other  neighboring  places,  where  I  preach,  administer  the 
sacraments,  etc.,  twice  a  year. 

There  are  besides  myself  on  this  island,  eight  English  preach 
ers.  Of  these,  I  have  spoken  only  with  three  of  them.  One  is 
an  Episcopalian,  the  second  an  Independent,  the  third  a  Presby 
terian.  All  are  able  men  and  in  harmony.  The  French  con 
gregation  increases  by  daily  arrivals  from  Carolina,  the  Carri- 
bean  Islands  and  Europe.  Lately  two  French  preachers  came 
over.  I  have  as  yet  made  the  acquaintance  and  spoken  to  only 
one  of  them.  I  hear  favorable  reports  about  them.  Domine 
Selyns  has  been  requested  to  take,  alternately  with  me,  once  a 
year,  service  among  the  Dutch  on  the  South  River.  This  I  be 
lieve  we  shall  accept. 

The  Reformed  Church  of  Christ  lives  here  in  peace  with  all 
nationalities.  Kadi  pastor  holds  his  flock  within  its  own  proper 
bounds. 

We  have  received  Mr.  Andros  as  Governor  the  second  time. 
He  speaks  Dutch,  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  [?]  and 
is  verv  friendly  to  it. 
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Closing,  I  commend  you,  Kev.  Fathers  and  Brethren,  to  C.od 
and  the  Word  of  his  Grace.     May  He  bless  yon  and  your  services 
for  the  spread  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ.     I   remain. 
Your  Reverences  brother  and  servant  in  Christ, 

Rudolphus  Yan'ck, 

Pastor  on  I/ong  Island. 
Long  Island, 
ritimo,  Sept.  10SS. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM   A  M  ERICA. 

Rev.    Henry  Sclyns  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,   Oct.    in,    Itis^. 

xxi.   311. 

Xew  York,  Oct.  1<)th.  loss. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Brethren  in 
the  Lord:— 

Yours  of  November  l'>,  10,s7  was  dnlv  received.  1  and  my 
colleagues,  under  whose  charge  the  Church  of  <!<«d  in  these  part-; 
lia.s  been  placed,  are  as  ready  at  all  limes  to  give  an  account  of 
our  ministerial  labor-,  a-  your  IJeven-n'-e-  are  de-irons  of  keepm^ 
up  this  ministerial  Corresj>ondence.  Tt  mav  be  a  question  whether 
the  communion  of  the  saints  does  not,  at  least  in  part,  consist 
of  intelligence  communicated  from  one  part  of  the  ('hun-h  to 
another. 

\Ve  are  ^flad  to  learn  that  you  approve  of  Domine  Dellius's 
remaining  at  Xe\v  Alhanv,  and  of  the  transfer  of  Domine  Tess- 
chenmacker  (from  Staten  Inland)  to  Scheneetady.  ^'our  action 
herein  tends  to  irive  irreater  support  to  all  efforts  for  the  advance 
ment  of  the  Church.  1  am  irratcful  also  for  the  sympathy  which 
you  express  for  me  in  reference  to  the  death  of  my  wife,  as  well 
as  for  the  iindc.-erved  good  wishes  which  you  express,  that  my 
domestic  loss  may  be  repaired.  May  the  Lord  be  praised  forever! 
For  his  own  Name's  sake  he  has  recompensed  me  tenfold;  for 
he  has  given  me  a  wife  not  only  well  endowed  with  worldly  poods, 
but  one  still  more  endowed  with  all  spiritual  graces. 
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I  wrote  to  your  Reverences  on  August  24,  1687  and  then  in 
formed  you  of  the  exact  condition  and  grateful  prosperity  of  the 
Church  of  God  in  this  place  and  in  the  vicinity.  It  may  be  that 
this  letter  was  never  delivered  to  you,  or  you  may  have  forgotten 
to  answer  it.  Meantime  it  would  be  both  impossible  and  un 
christian  for  me  to  remain  idle,  and  not  keep  up  this  corre 
spondence,  as  I  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  and  in  duty  am 
bound  to  do.  As  to  the  Church  in  general :  It  satisfactorily  con 
tinues  in  pristino  statu,  and  we  may  now  expect  more  prosperity 
than  ever  before.  His  Excellency,  Sir  Edward  Andros,  Governor 
at  Boston,  has  now  also  been  appointed  Governor  over  ]STe\v  York, 
(and  exercises  his  authority  now)  from  Canada  to  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  he  understands 
and  speaks  both  Dutch  and  French,  and  usually  w7e  preach  (in 
Dutch)  and  Mr.  Daille  (in  .French.)  The  tempest  which  arose 
in  connection  with  the  arrival  of  the  Separated  Labadistic 

Bruta  and  Brutalia  lightning  flashes  of  fantastic 

Quakers,  has  mostly  disappeared  in  smoke  without  any  further 
violence.  Vorsman  and  his  party  embrace  at  the  most,  not  more 
than  twelve  Labadistic  Apostles.  They  are  working  day  and 
night  to  get  ready  their  Clnm-h  yard  at  XewT  Bohemia,  and  it  is 
not  to  be  changed  in  the  least.  Tellenaer  has  packed  up  his  whole 
Quaker  establishment  in  order  to  become  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  some  village  in  Pennsylvania.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
accomplish  what  was  beyond  his  powers,  without  God.  Would 
that  sin  could  be  diminished  and  piety  increased  throughout  our 
whole  country!  We  have  to  lament  that  dykes  and  dams  will 
break  —  the  longer  they  are,  the  quicker  —  and  this  country  is 
deluged  with  awful  iniquity  higher  than  the  clouds.  May  God 
shield  us  from  further  iniquities  that  we  may  be  preserved  from 
corresponding  punishments. 

Hut  now  concerning  tlic  churches  more  in  particular:  It  has 
pleased  God  to  visit  this  city  and  the  country  with  a  new  kind 
of  measles,  with  sad  after  results,  (recidiven).  I  and  my  col- 
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leagues  are  doing  our  very  l»est  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences 
(recidiven)  of  sins  minim:  entrance  into  tin-  Church  «'i'  Chri-i; 
excepting  Domi:u  Sc'::.:at-  of  Xew  Albany.  Hi-  cannot  a>sir-t.  as 
lie  is  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  is  growing  feeble.  He  can 
<»nlv  preach  once  a  fortnight — ihi-  old  patriarch,  who  will  Mu>n 
go  to  the  land  of  the  patriarchs.  Our  French  ministerial  brethren 
in  the  Lord  are  doing  well.  Their  congregations  grow  not  a  little 
almost  daily,  because  of  the  continual  arrival  of  French  t  i'mte-t- 
i'.nt)  refugees.  The  French  minister  at  New  Cattle  (Caspar  Car- 
pentier)  is  dead.  Al>out  live  hours  from  here,  where  \«>va 
Rupella  ( Xew  Rochelle)  is  laid  out  and  is  Ir.iilding  up,  a  new 
(French)  minister  (David  ]>on  Repos)  has  arrived.  Thus  (lod's 
Church  advances  in  the  east  and  in  the  west.  Time  will  show 
whether,  l>y  these  circumstances  the  door  of  heaven  will  he  open 
at  length  to  the  savages,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the  faith. 
and  whose  speech  is  barbarous.  It  seems  as  if  (iod  himself  who 
heretofore  winked  at  (Dutch,  looked  over)  these  times  of  ignor 
ance  in  this  country,  is  now  proclaiming  the  necessity  of  turning 
to  Him,  in  all  lands. 

In  closing,  I  commend  your  Reverences,  individually  and  ••<•!- 
lectivelv,  to  the  divine  protection.  I  will  continue  to  pray  that 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will  not  cease  to  strengthen  \our  shoulder, 
to  hear  the  great  burden  of  duty,  heavier  than  the  heaviest  mill 
stone.  Through  vour  indefatigable  xeal  may  lie  remove  the 
distressing  and  dangerous  load  of  Xetherland  sins,  and  forgive 
the  weakness  of  the  opposition  thereto.  Pray  for  us,  that  the 
Light  of  the  (lospel  may  have  its  cour.-c  towards  the  setting  "t 
the  sun,  so  that  in  the  west  as  well  a>  ii:  the  east,  many  may  • 
down  with  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  Kingdom  of 
(Iod.  Yalcte. 

Your  obedient    brother  and    moM    humble  servant    in   the   vine 
yard  of  the   Lord, 

ilenricv.s  Selvns. 
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CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK:  MANOR  OF  FORDHAM. 

1688,  Oct.  30. 

The  Consistory  of  Xew  York  requested  Domine  Selyns,  and 
his  wife,  who  had  formerly  been  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Steen- 
wyck,  to  take  upon  themselves  the  defence  of  the  Manor  of  Ford- 
ham  against  all  other  claimants.  Landholders  in  Westchester 
claimed  large  tracts  in  the  Manor  of  Fordham.  The  Consistory 
promised  to  repay  them  all  costs.  Nicholas  Bayard  was  asso 
ciated  with  them.  Lib.  A.  03,  64. 

PETITION  or  THE  REV.  MR.  PRUDDEX. 

To  the  Excellent  Colonell  Thomas  Dongnn  Govemour  Commander  iu  Chief  under 
his  Majesty  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  its  dependan's 

The  humble  petition  of  John  Pruddeu  quondam  minister  of  Jamaica  in  Queens 
County  upon  Long  Island  Sheweth 

That  your  humble  petitioner  having  served  the  town  of  Jamaica  in  the  work  of 
the  minister  for  the  space  and  term  of  ten  years  late  past,  hath  suffered  much 
wrong  upon  ye  account  of  a  certain  sallary  engaged  by  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  said 
town  to  be  paid  unto  him  yearly  for  his  labor,  that  a  considerable  part  of  his  salary 
is  unjustly  withheld  from  him  through  ye  defect  of  several!  Inhabitants  denying 
to  pay  their  proportion  levied  by  yearly  rates  though  no  privilege  or  advantage  of 
my  ministry  hath  been  denyed  to  them.  Wherefore  your  humble  petitioner  makes 
his  application  to  your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council  for  Relief  and  Redress 
as  you  shall  see  meet;  not  doubting  of  your  Readiness  to  doe  whatever  shall  appear 
to  be  Rational!  and  just;  and  cause  it  also  to  be  done  by  others.  But  hoping  that 
your  Excellency  together  with  your  Honored  Councill  considering  the  circumstances 
of  ye  premisses  will  take  the  most  effectual!  care  and  order  that  what  is  due  to 
your  petitioner  by  contract  and  agreement  for  ye  time  past  may  be  honestly  payed 
and  performed  to  him  (without  trouble  and  constraint  by  course  of  Law  which 
would  be  unpleasant  and  discommendable  on  all  hands)  your  petitioner  willingly 
submits  to  your  pleasure  therein  being  perswaded  that  your  Excellency  will  not 
allow  that  after  your  petitioner  hath  (to  his  disadvantage)  served  a  people  ten 
years  upon  ye  account  of  a  firm  contract  he  should  be  defrauded  and  deprived  of 
a  considerable  part  of  his  reward  engaged,  nor  necessitated  to  desert  his  calling 
and  the  Colony  to  prevent  ye  like  abuse  which  would  unavoidably  carry  some  reflec 
tion  upon  those  in  whose  power  it  is  and  remaines  to  prevent  or  redress  such 
wrongs. 

Your  humble  petitioner  only  requesteth  further  that  if  a  considerable  number  of 
the  congregational!  profession  and  perswasion  should  be  desirous  that  he  would 
continue  to  be  their  minister  and  maintain  him  at  their  own  cost  and  charge  by 
a  voluntary  contribution  your  Excellency  and  the  Honored  Council  would  please  to 
give  approbation  thereunto  which  \ve  hope  will  neither  be  offensive  nor  prejudicial! 
to  any  person  or  persons  under  ye  liberty  granted  by  our  gracious  Soveraign:  Your 
so  doing  will  give  encouragement  unto  us  that  are  settled  in  this  Province  and  an 
invitation  to  others  or  at  least  remove  evil!  surmizals  against  ye  Government  which 
so  many  iu  ye  Neighboring  Colony  are  apt  to  entertain  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
Majesty's  interest  in  this  Province.  Thus  craving  ye  heavens  assistance  and  direc 
tion  to  guide  your  consultations  to  ye  glory  of  God  and  common  good,  your  peti 
tioner  remaines  at  your  service. 

10SS.  John    Prudden. 

—  Doc.   Hist.  N.  Y.   lii.  121,  122. 


OK  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.  (JG1 

ORDEB  APPOINTING  A  BOARD  or  TRADE  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
PROCLAMATION  OF  KING  WILLIAM  AND  QUEEN   MARY. 

At  the   Court  at   Whitehall,    the  16th   of  February,   1(>SS/U»   (ItiS'J). 
Present  —  The  King's  Most   Excellent   Majesty. 

Ills  Royal  Highness  Prince  George  of  Denmark 

Lord  Privy  Seal  Lord  V.  Newport 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Lord  V.  Lumley 

Marquis  of  Winchester  Lord  Itlshop  of  London 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain          Lord  Montagu 

Lord   Steward  Lord   Delamer 

Lord  Chamberlain  Lord  Churchll 

Earl   of  Shrewsbury  Mr.  Hentlnck 

Earl  of  Hedford  Mr.  Sidney 

Earl  of  Maeklesticld  Sir  Robert   Howard 

Earl  of  Nottingham  Sir  Henry  Capel 

Lord  Viscount  Fauconberg      Mr.  Russell 

Lord  Viscount  Mordant  Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  Hamdeu. 

It  Is  this  day  ordered  by  Ills  Majesty  In  Council  that  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Lord  President,  The  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury.  Earl  of 
Bath,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Viscount  Fauconberg.  Viscount  Mordant.  Lord  HIshop 
of  London,  Sir  Henry  Capel,  Mr.  1'owle,  and  Mr.  Russell,  or  any  Three  of  them, 
bee  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  of  this  Hoard  for  Trade  and  Foreign 
Plantations;  And  that  their  Lordshlpps  doe  meet  on  Monday  next,  the  18th  instant, 
at  Blx  of  the  clock  in  the  evening  In  the  Coundl  Chamber,  to  prepare  the  Drafts  of 
Proclamations  for  Proclaiming  their  Majesties  In  the  several  Plantations  and  for 
continuing  all  persons  In  their  Employments  and  Olllces  till  further  order,  and 
present  them  to  this  Hoard  for  His  Majesty's  approbation.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  111. 
672. 

FROM  CHALMERS'S  POLITICAL  ANNALS,  ir»s*-{i,  ON  THE  RELATION 
OF  THE  REVOLUTION  TO  TIM:  COLON  IKS. 

"The  Prince  of  Orange  was  no  sooner  requested  to  assume  the  direc 
tion  of  affairs  than  he  fixed  his  attention  on  the  Colonies,  for  the  happy  Mate  of 
which  he  professed  a  particular  care.  He  was  not  Ignorant  that  the  Int.-  King  In 
the  midst  of  his  anxieties  had  given  them  notice  of  the  Intended  Invasion  from 
Holland;  and  ho  thought  It  prudent  to  communicate  the  best  Intelligence  of  the 
event  of  It.  He  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  various  Governors;  directing  that  all 
persons  "  not  being  papists  ",  lawfully  holding  olllces  civil  or  military  shall  con 
tinue  to  execute  them;  requiring  that  Justice  be  administered  as  formerly;  and 
commanding  all  degrees  of  men  to  support  their  authority.  Hut  the  characteristic 
reserve  of  that  prince  appears  In  this  transaction  extremely  conspicuous:  He  did 
not  mention  the  name  of  the  late  King  (James  II)  lest  he  should  admit  hi*  authority 
or  recall  the  atteirtion  of  men  to  the  unfortunate,  which  generally  solicits  their 
pity:  Nor  did  he  direct  the  colonial  governments  to  be  administered  In  his  own 
name,  lest  he  should  have  assumed  a  power  which  did  not  yet  belong  to  him.  And 
by  giving  general  directions  he  left  the  several  governors  !«>  follow  the  dictated  of 
their  peculiar  Inclinations.  As  there  was  no  demise,  since  there  was  yet  no  trans 
mission  of  the  Crown,  they  acted  on  that  uncommon  occasion.  It  should  seem.  ID 
•trlct  conformity  to  law,  when  they  continued  the  administration  of  affairs  In  the 
name  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  long  after  he  had  deserted  the  nation  and  ceased 
to  be  King  ". 

—  Coll.   of  N.    Y.    Hint.   Sor.    IMVi,    pp.    12.    13. 
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•  King  James  II.  abdicated  the  Crown,  on  the  llth  of  December.  1<V&;  at  one 
O'clock  In  the  morning  of  which  day  he  quitted  the  Kingdom.  King  William  III, 
and  Queen  Mary  II,  accepted  the  Crown  on  tin*  13.  February  IflKH/U.  »>  that  there 
was.  In  fact,  an  Interregnum  of  two  months,  between  the  abdication  of  James  II, 
and  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary.  J.  H.  B. 
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ADDKESS  OF  THE  MILITIA  OF  XEW  YORK  TO  WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

To  their  Most  Sacred  Majesties,  William  King  and  Mary  Queen  of  England  France 
and  Ireland,  etc.  The  humble  address  of  the  Militia  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  New  York  in  America. — 

Although  wee  your  Majesties  dutiful  loyall  and  obedient  subjects  have  not  yet 
Received  the  honor  to  have  your  Majesties  proclaimed  amongst  us,  no  shipps  as 
yet  being  arrived  to  us  from  England  to  our  great  sorrow,  yet  wee  having  by  way 
of  Barbadoes,  received  the  Joyful  news  and  undoubted  satisfaction,  that  your 
Majestys  being  proclaimed  King  of  England  France  and  Ireland,  we  cannot  for 
bear  to  prostrate  ourselves  with  all  submission  at  your  Itoyall  feet,  and  to  express 
our  exceeding  joy  at  your  so  happy  accession  to  the  crown  of  your  Excellent  Majes 
ties;  blessing  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth  who  has  pleased  to  make  your 
Majesty  so  happy  an  instrument  in  our  deliverance  from  Tyranny,  popery  and 
slavery,  and  to  putt  it  into  your  R,>ya!l  breasts  to  undertake  so  glorious  a  work 
towards  the  reestabllshment  and  preservation  of  the  true  protestant  Religion, 
liberty  and  property,  had  we  though  in  so  remote  a  part  of  the  world,  presumed 
to  hope  to  be  partakers  of  that  blessing,  we  having  also  long  groaned  under  the 
same  oppression,  having  been  governed  of  late,  most  part,  by  papists,  who  had  in 
a  most  arbitrary  way  subverted  our  ancient  priviledges  making  us  In  effect  slaves 
to  their  will  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England;  and  this  was  chiefly  effected  by  these 
who  arc  known  enemies  to  our  Religion  and  liberty;  yet  we  have  wlfh  all  humble 
ness  submitted  ourselves  thereto,  not  doubting  but  the  great  God  would  in  his  own 
time  send  us  deliverance,  which  we  now  see  so  happily  effected  by  your  Royal  self, 
who  with  our  most  gracious  Queen  Mary  we  pray  Almighty  God  long  to  bless,  pros 
per  and  continue  over  us.  Now  we  your  Majesties  most  loyall  subjects  being  not 
only  encouraged  but  invited  by  your  Royall  declaration  at  your  tlrst  arrival  in  Eng 
land,  as  alsoe  since  by  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem 
poral  assembled  at  Westminster  thought  It  our  bounden  duty  to  do  our  endeavour 
to  preserve  and  secure  ourselves,  and  to  preserve  our  being  betrayed  to  any  for- 
raigne  Ennemy,  which  we  have  done  without  any  let  or  hindrance  or  any  molesta 
tion  to  any  person  by  taking  possession  in  your  Majesties  name  of  the  fort  In  this 
city  —  disarming  some  few  papists  therein  and  do  keep  and  guard  said  fort  against 
all  your  Majesties  enemies  whatsoever  until  such  time  your  Majesty's  Royal  will 
shall  be  further  known,  wholly  submitting  ourselves  to  your  Majesty's  pleasure 
herein.  Yet  we  had  not  presumed  to  have  done  this  before  we  had  your  Majestyes 
Royal  order,  but  that  we  were  under  most  just  fears  and  jealousies  to  have  been 
betrayed  to  our  enemy  —  Our  late  Governor  Sir  Edmund  Andros  executing  a  most 
arbitrary  commission  procured  from  the  late  King,  most  in  command  over  us  being 
bitter  papists;  our  Lieut.  Gov.  ('apt.  Nicholson,  although  a  pretended  protestant, 
yet  contrary  both  to  his  promises  and  pretences,  countenancing  the  popish  party, 
denying  to  exclude  both  Officers  in  the  custom  house  and  souldlers  in  the  fort, 
being  most  Papists,  contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  England,  although  he  was  often 
thereto  solicited,  and  the  Companies  of  our  train-bands  keeping  guard  In  the  said 
fort  being  threatened  by  the  sabl  Lieutenant  Governor  Captain  Nicholson  for  acting 
nothing  beyond  their  duty  in  the  said  fort  of  the  snid  City  and  Count}',  placing  a 
sentinnell  at  a  certain  sally  port  in  the  said  fort  where  he  might  Justly  suspect 
an  enemy  to  enter,  ami  at  some  other  convenient  place  which  required  the  same, 
which  he  refusing,  entertaining  secretly  at  the  same  time  several  souldlers  wholly 
strangers  to  the  Towne  being  some  Irish  into  the  Garrison  and  threatening  our 
K'Tjeants  and  (onei  of  the  officers*  only  upon  reasonable  application  to  him  made 
to  pistol  them  with  unreasonable  expressions  to  fire  the  towne  about  our  ears  or 
7,'ords  to  that  effect,  and  of  the  rash  hasty  and  furious  expressions  nnd  threats 
•gainst  us  for  so  acting,  our  duty  civilly  arid  with  submission  all  of  which  for  the 
preservation  of  our  lives  and  estates,  and  in  order  to  be  nble  to  defend  ourselves 
r.ralnst  any  forralgne  or  domestic  ennemy,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  Religion, 
liberty  and  property,  we  have  been  fain  to  do,  and  now  do  with  all  submission 
lay  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  your  sacred  Majestyes,  humbly  Imploring  your  Mnjestyes 

•  Lieut.  Hendrick  Cuyler.  of  Captain  De  Peyster's  company. —  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y., 
?TO.,  11.,  10,  11,  12.  See  post,  p.  r>93. 
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favor  and  protection  assuring  your  Majestyes  our  only  design  and  intention,,  \\.,s 
to  secure  ourbelves  and  country  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  your  Majestyes  will  and 
pleasure  In  the  disposing  of  our  Government;  to  which  we  are  ready  with  all  Loy 
alty  aud  obedience  to  submit,  and  we  shall  always  be  petitioners  to  the  ihr«ne  of 
heaven  that  God  would  bless  your  Majestyes  with  a  long  ami  happy  reign  o\.  r  us, 
and  with  a  succeeding  Issue  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  their  ancestors  whilst  the  world 
eudureth.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  V.  ill.  :,S3,  T.M. 
Dated  at  New  York  the  day  of  June  1«;M>. 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  Xi:\v  YOI:K  TO  THE  KAKL  OK  Sin:i-;\v.snruY. 

New    York,   June    1",    i»>;i. 

May  It  please  your  Lordship.  Hy  the  Shlpp  Heaver  John  Ci.riti-t  master  \vho 
departed  hence  about  the  middle  of  May,  woe  gave  your  Lopp.  an  :i.  -e.iunt  of  tu« 
deplorable  state  and  condition  of  the  Government  as  per  the  enclo>(-d  C,.pi.-  n.ay 
appear,  since  we  have  about  live  days  past  by  Gazctts  and  some  Letters  and  pas- 
seiigers  from  Barbadoes  and  Boston,  Received  the  certainty  of  tin-  o\.  r  j»yf.ill  and 
most  happy  News  of  the  Illustrious  Prince  and  Princes  of  Orange  being  pro. -lalmed 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  etc.  And  were  in  dayly  hopes  to  -o  happy 

receive  the  suitable  Orders  for  to  observe  the  same  solemnities  here.  liut  before 
we  could  bo  made  partakers  of  those  our  happy  desires,  It  Is  come  to  p:;*s  tint  by 
the  meancs  and  111  contrivances  of  some  disaffected  and  dangerous  per*..n»  all 
manner  of  Government  Is  totally  overthrown  here  in  like  manner  as  to  that  of 
Koston,  whereby  the  state  of  this  Titty  (who  depends  wholly  on  tradei  is  be.-,, me 
very  desperate,  no  person  being  safe  either  In  Person  or  Estate  which  undoubtedly 
will  cause  Its  utter  Kuin  unless  prevented  by  sending  some  sudden  Kellel.  Kor  on 
the  yist  day  of  May  last  the  l-'ort  James  was  sel/.eil  by  the  Kable  wlillst  the  Lb-u- 
tenant  Governor  and  Council  with  all  the  Clvlll  Majest  rates  and  Military  ..Hirers 
except  Captain  Leislor  were  met  at  the  City  Hall  to  consult  \\hat  might  be  ad\ls:iMe 
tending  to  the  common  safety  of  the  place  and  allaying  of  all  rpr-ar  and  K.-b.  :i!,,:i 

Herewith  we  send  your  Lopp.  the  Minutes  of  the  Council!  here  as  al- •• 
Minutes  of  the  General!  Assembly  of  the  Council!,  Mayor.  Aldermen.  C,,mm..n 
Council  ami  Military  ollicers  of  this  City,  I!y  the  perusal  whereof  your  I. ..pp.  v.  Ml 
be  best  informed  of  the  particular  past  since  the  departure  of  said  ship  I'..-a\.-r 
and  therefore  shall  not  intrude  on  your  Lodps.  patience  In  making  a  Kelu-arHitll 
of  said  Particulars  here. 

We  cannot  yet  learn  that  hardly  one  person  of  sense  and  Estate  within  this  <'liy 
and  Parts  adjacent  to  countenance  any  of  these  ill  and  rash  proceedings  except 
SOUK-  who  are  deluded  and  drawn  in  by  nicer  fear  \\hlch  do  h..pe  that  a  General! 
Act  of  oblivion  will  salve  all  I'.ut  it  will  be  most  certain  In  IMS.-  m.  exemplar}  Pun 
ishment  be  establish!  that  in  future  time,  at  every  Act  of  the  Go\  eminent.  ti"l 
agreeing  to  the  tempers  of  such  Ill-minded  people,  the  same  steps  must  lie  una\"ld 
ably  expected. 

And  since  we  are  assured  sutliclent ly  that  although  Orders  from  hi*  n«.w  Maty. 
should  arrive  for  the  continuing  of  the  Persons  formerly  entrusted  In  the  Go\  em 
inent  that  no  such  orders  \\ould  be  obeyed. 

We    have    therefore    thought    ii    advisable    that    the    Lieutenant    Go\em..r    C.-j.inlu 

Francis    Nicholson   ,| h-part    by    the    lirst    ship    f..r    England    lo    r.-n.b-r   a:i    n.  •  -.unt 

of  ihe  present  deplorable  state  of  atlairs  here,  most  humbly  |>ray  that  MH  MM  .  »;r 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  niT..rd  this  City  and  Provlnc,.  such  Mpe.-dy  lU-lb-f  >• 
the  present  exigency  and  necessity  n  «|ulreH. 

And    to   that    end    we    humbly    pray    that    your    Lodp.    will    he   pleiiHed    ImtiifdlntHy 

upon   ye    Receipt    hereof   to   take   such   due   and    s| ly   cure   that    ye   Stat.-   and    Con 

dltlon  of  this  City  and  Province  and  tin-  Inhabitants  thereof  n,My  be  mnde  known 
to  our  most  Gracious  Soveralgnes.  whose  Illustrious  PerH-.n  God  be  pb-iiM-d  long  to 
preserve,  and  whose  Keigns  may  he  ever  prosperous  and  happy  to  the  Hiibdtilng  of 
all  Heresy  and  Popery  which  are  the  In-arty  find  dnyly  prnyerti  of  UN  who  remain. 
May  It  please  your  I.odps. 

Your  Lodps.   moHt   humble  xi-rvnntn. 

I'red   FlypHi-       St.   rvnirtlniidt        N.  Unynrd. 

-  c,,i.  hom.  N.  y.  ill.  &sfl.  r^e. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  CLERGY  OF  ]^EW  YORK  IN  FAVOR  OF  MESSRS. 
CORTLAND  AND  BAYARD.     ( LATIN ) 

1G8U,    June   111 

As  a  certificate  of  life,  morals  or  religion  is  not  to  be  refused  to  those  demanding 
it,  it  is  to  be  granted  especially  to  those  who  are  models  of  the  orthodox  religion. 
As  the  Honorable  Messrs.  Stephen  Van  Cortland,  mayor  of  our  city,  and  < 'ol. 
Nicholas  Bayard  have  so  exhibited  themselves  to  us.  we  could  not  deny  their 
request,  nor  withhold  such  testimonial  from  men  so  well  deserving  of  church  and 
state.  We  therefore  certify  that  they  were  born  of  Protestant  parents,  and  that 
they  were  baptized  and  educated  by  them  in  the  Reformed  church  and  schools; 
frequented  public  worship,  and  bound  and  do  dally  bind  themselves  by  the  sacra 
ment  of  the  Eucharist  to  preserve  and  protect  the  true  faith,  which,  it  is  notori.nis, 
they  zealously  made  use  of  against  the  enemies  of  truth  and  for  the  establishment 
of  the  church;  being  meanwhile  oftentimes  promoted,  and  being  still  about  to  be 
advanced  to  the  deaconship  and  government  of  the  church,  they  filled  the  olliccs 
as  well  of  deacons  as  of  elders  with  consummate  praise  and  approbation.  They  are 
moreover  pious,  candid  and  modest  men;  may  they  live  many  years,  God  willing, 
for  the  greater  propagation  of  truth,  and  the  increase  of  Christ's  kingdom. 
Given  at  New  York,  in  our  consistory,  the  llth  day  of  June,  1GS9. 
In  the  name  of  the  Synod  (Assembly) 

Henricus  Selyns,         (L.   S.) 

Eccleslastes  Neo-E"boracensis. 
Joannes  Kerfbye,  Elder. 
Pieters  Jacobs   Marius,    Elder. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.    lr.   iii.  588. 

ABSTRACT  OF  COLONEL  BAYARD'S  JOURNAL. 

Abstract  out  of  the  Journal  kept  by  Coll.  Nicholas  Bayard  since  the  llth  of  June 
Anno  1GSU.     In   New  York. 

Anno   1089  June   llth. 

This  Day  the  Lt.  Governor  departed  from  this  Citty  in  order  for  his  transpor 
tation  for  England  to  complalne  against  the  rebellious  proceedings  of  Leiseler  and 
some  of  the  people  his  associatts. 


15th.  A  packet  being  arrived  by  Capt.  Brokholst  for  the  Lt.  Governor,  upon  hoopos 
It  conteined  the  proclamations  to  proclaim  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  the 
Councel  sent  Thomas  Berryman  a  purpose  with  said  letter  to  the  Lt.  Governor, 
and  desired  if  the  said  proclamation  was  sent  to  have  it  proclaimed  with  all  speed. 


17th.  Mr.  Tudor  and  several  English  Marchants  called  me  in  at  Neth.  Buck- 
master's  and  told  mee  that  Stoll  with  a  file  of  muskettiers  where  sent  to  Long 
Island,  as  it  was  supposed  to  take  in  Wm.  Nicolls,  by  reason  (as  It  was  alledged) 
that  said  Nicoll  had  said,  before  he  would  submit  to  such  an  arbitrary  power  ns 
Leisler  had  taken  uppon  hlmselfe  he  would  sooner  pistoll  him;  whereupon  George 
Burger  came  out  of  another  roome  and  assaulted  said  Tudor,  present  my  selfe  and 
others; — 


In  the  afternoon  at  the  fireing  of  the  gunns  of  the  fort,  I  sent  for  and  Invited 
at  my  house  Mr.  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  Common  Councell,  and  what  troopers  and 
loyall  gentlemen  and  merchants  could  be  found,  who  all  came  to  be  merry  and 
rejoice  in  their  Majesties  most  happy  accession  to  the  Throaue  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  with  innumerable  wishes  of  a  long,  prosperous  and  victorious  relgne. 
etc.  Where  most  part  of  the  company  continued  till  the  Evening,  when  all  parted 
to  prevent  any  abuse  from  the  rebbels. 
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23rd.  I  was  Informed  that  Mr.  French  with  several  other  English  gentlemen 
being  cm  the  bridge,  without  any  cause  given  where  assaulted  by  Jacob  LcUeler. 
who  in  a  great  passion,  threatened  to  kalne  him  calling  him  all  the  Popish  I><>ggii 
and  Divells  imaginable,  and  that  lie  and  ffourty  popish  more  had  been  Yesterday 
mett  caballing  together  at  my  house,  etc.;  threatening  before  a  week  was  to  nn 
end  he  would  secure  them  all  or  words  to  that  effect,  which  occasioned  several 
English  Merchants  and  Gentlemen  for  safety  of  their  lives  to  depart  tin-  city. 


This  evening  I  told  Mr.  Mayor  that  since  the  King  was  proclaimed  by  tin-  Sol, Her*, 
although  without  due  order,  yet  It  would  be  Terry  advisable  to  llnd  out  and  publish 
the  King's  Proclamation,  confirming  all  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sherlfls,  Collectors, 
etc.  being  Protestants,  which  printed  Proclamation  1  was  Informed  to  be  In  Che 
hands  of  Win.  Cox,  one  of  the  members  chosen  for  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

June  ye  IMth.  This  Morning  Mr.  Mayor  hlmselfe  and  several  other  Gentlemen 
endeavoured  to  procure  said  Proclamation,  which  was  derived  by  said  Win.  Cox, 
but  att  last  had  att  Mrs.  Thompson's  Whereuppon  the  Court  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  where  conveaned  and  publication  thereof  made  from  the  CItty 
Hall,  as  the  Records  will  sett  forth;  Immediately  after  publication  the  Court  sent 
for  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  told  Mr.  Plowman  in  regard  he  was  no 
protestant,  that  therefore  he  was  not  qualified  to  continue  as  Collector  of  the  Rev 
enue,  and  ordered  to  desist  from  acting  therein  till  further  order. 

H5th.  Att  a  convention  of  the  members  of  the  Coiinceil,  with  the  Mayor,  Alder 
men  and  Common  Council,  Mr.  Plowman  was  sent  for  and  dlsmlst,  ninl  a  resolve 
made  that  the  Revenue  be  collected  for  the  proper  uses  of  tliefr  Majesties,  by 
four  Commissioners,  viz.,  Poulus  Richard,  Jno.  Ilaynes,  Thomas  \Vanham  and 
myselfe;  and  that  a  perfect  account  of  the  said  revenue  be  kept,  as  also  of  the 
fees  and  perquisites  of  the  Office  and  none  to  be  disposed  of,  but  collected  and 
secured  till  the  arrival!  of  the  c,oveniour  or  orders  from  England;  Whereuppon 
the  sold  Commissioners  tooke  the  Oathes  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy  to  their 
Majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  newly  directed  by  Parliament.  The 
above  resolve  and  order  of  the  Convention  was  immediately  ilxt  up  at  the  Custom** 
House  door  and  in  the  afternoone  myselfe  with  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners 
mett  at  said  Custome  house  in  ord<-r  to  advise  and  settle  the  methods  of  manngelng 
the  Affaires  of  the  Customes;  liutt  having  been  there  about  .1  halfc  an  hour  In  came 
Jacob  Leiseler,  Joost  Stoll,  Jan  Meyer,  with  about  eighteen  or  twenty  armed  men 
(not  of  his  but  of  Capt.  P.rmvn's  Company)-  said  I.elsder  demanded  by  whntt 
power  of  authority  wee  salt  there;  answer  was  made,  by  the  only  authority  which 
their  Majestyes  King  William  and  Oiieen  Mary  had  In  this  <;<>\  eminent  which  he 
could  see  by  the  order  tixt  at  the  docre;  the  same  being  read  by  him  ho  declared 
that  tin-  Members  of  the  Council  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  held  no 
power  or  authority;  that  they,  and  wee  also,  where  Roages.  Knscalls.  and  I  M  villa, 
etc.;  that  we  had  created  ourselves  that  I  was  Popish  affected,  and  had  endeavored 
not  above  eight  days  past  with  two  hundred  men  to  retake  the  fort,  and  challenge,! 
niee  yett  to  do  it:  —  demanded  from  us  whether  \\  ee  had  taken  the  Oathes  to  their 
Majestyes  King  William  and  (Jueen  Mary;  wee  answered  that  nee 
any  authority  hep  had.  if  lie  had  any  would  do  well  to  produce  It.  and  th,.e.-h  wee 
were  not  bound  to  give  him  any  account,  yctt  we  would  tell  tl>«  m  tha 
taken  the  Oath  of  Aliegianep  and  Supremacy  to  their  «.;ld  Majcsj  1,-s.  -iml  that  he 
did  very  111,  and  was  like  to  answer  It  before  his  Majesty,  f,  r  to  , 

of  his   Majesties    loyall    Subjects.      Item    for   endeavouring    to  |.-rt    Ills    MnjcHtlcf 

Government  nnd   for  the  destroying  of  the   Revenue  i,\-    l.aw   esu          Led:    I'.ut    xlnco 
we  saw   the  sword   ruled,    that    If   he    would   but    command    us   to  depart    the   Custom 
House   wee   would   submitt    nnd    forbeare   acting   any    fur:  her.    he   a 
would   take   a   copy   of   that    pamphlet,    c-. udder   on    It.    nn  1    see   what    he   had    to   do 
with  such  roages  and  ram-alls,  etc.  and  .--oe  departed. 

Immediately  after  his  departure  I  tooke  n-.tlc..  thai  the  letter  J.  In  the  Klnjj'i 
armes  was  not  altered;  wherefore  wee  foivli \\lth  sent  the  said  ariuen  nnd  hnd 
said  letter  altered  In  a  W. 

The  Commissioners  res-lved  not  to  net  r.ny  further  that  day,  till  tliey  had  an 
answer  from  said  I.elsder. 
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About  two  houres  after  said  Leiselcr  came  at  and  in  the  Custome  house,  cursing 
ami  swearing  calling  the  Commissioners  all  Roages,  Vlllans  and  Divcils,  that  they 
had  sett  dowue  under  the  armes  of  King  James,  that  Popish  Tirnn.  that  he  was 
sorry  he  had  not  seeue  It,  otherwise  he  would  have  rim  us  all  thorow  with  the 
halbert:  Mr.  Wenham  assured  him  civilly,  that  wee  butt  just  come  att  the  Cus- 
tome  house,  that  wee  had  not  as  yett  acted,  only  to  have  the  letter  In  the  Kind's 
armea  altered;  that  itt  was  very  strange  said  Leiseler  was  so  forward  to  kill  us 
for  no  fault,  since  he  and  his  people  almost  every  day  lett  fly  from  the  fort,  and 
also  did  march  under,  the  Coullers  of  the  late  King  James,  whose  figures  where  to 
this  verry  hour  still  to  be  seen  In  said  Coullers;  Mr.  Weuham  desired  further  that 
be  Leiseler  would  desist  from  raytlng  and  cursing,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
argue  the  case  moderately  and  civilly,  etc.,  butt  said  Leiseler  tooke  his  kaine  and 
threatened  to  strike  him  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners,  by  all  possible 
meanes  endeavouring  to  entice,  exasperate  and  put  his  rabble  on,  (who  all  or  the 
most  parte  where  flld  up  in  strong  drinke)  to  fall  upon  the  Commissioners,  and  so 
continue  rayting  and  scolding  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  saying  the  order 
flit  up  was  a  pamflet,  and  a  scraule,  that  It  was  made  in  a  meeting  as  Quakers 
rueete  and  in  a  chimbny  corner,  that  they  assumed  that  power  and  created  them 
selves,  that  all  of  them  were  Koages  and  Villans,  without  any  Authority.  Where 
upon  Mr.  Wenham  demanded  by  what  authority  said  Lelsler  came  there  to  question 
the  Commissioners;  He  answered  his  authority  was  by  the  choice  of  the  people  of 
his  Company,  to  which  answer  was  made,  that  where  the  King,  and  his  Power,  and 
Laws  where  in  force  no  such  choice  and  authority  of  the  people  was  of  any  force 
or  virtue:  Yett  since  he  came  with  ewordes  and  staves  and  denyed  any  civill  gov 
ernment  of  his  Majesty  here,  that  wee  still  where  reddy  to  submit  if  he  would 
command  us  to  depart;  Whereupon  Joost  Stool  laid  violent  hands  on  said  Mr. 
Wenham,  puld  him  by  his  neckcloath  out  of  the  Custome  house  into  the  streete, 
where  he  was  beaten,  bruised  and  wounded,  and  put  in  danger  of  his  life;  Some 
gentlemen  Spectators,  that  spoke  only  a  word  in  distaste  of  said  cruelties,  as  Mr. 
Edward  Taylor,  Doctor  Heed  and  others,  where  immediately  assaulted  by  four 
or  live  of  the  rabble,  on  every  one  of  them,  and  most  barbarously  treated  and  put 
to  the  utmost  danger  of  being  murdered:  I  and  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners 
seeing  the  uproar  increase,  resolved  to  make  our  escape,  but  the  first  step  I  made 
out  of  the  Custom  House  I  was  stopt  and  assaulted  by  said  Leiseler,  cursing  and 
•swearing  that  he  would  be  the  death  of  mee.  sometimes  threatening  to  run  mee 
thorow,  to  cudgel  mee  with  his  kaine,  to  run  mee  in  the  face,  etc.,  and  would  not 
suffer  mee  to  pass  the  street  in  expectation  (as  all  indifferent  persons)  that  some 
of  his  crue  (who  had  promised  him  their  assistance  before  they  paried  the  fort) 
would  have  been  so  forward  as  to  be  the  Executioner  of  his  murderous  and  bloody 
designe,  which  at  last  was  attempted  by  his  Herault  Joost  .Stool  the  Dromman, 
who  run  at  mee  with  a  drawue  dagger,  and  gave  one  or  more  strokes  at  mee,  and 
would  undoubtedly  have  murdered  mee,  unless  by  providence  prevented,  and  I  by 
force  of  the  spectators  rescued  in  the  next  house,  which  house  was  thereuppon 
immediately  assaulted  by  a  multitude  of  armed  men,  striking  and  beating  against 
the  door,  threatening  by  swords  and  fire  armes  to  force  open  said  doors,  unless 
Mr.  Lanoy  would  open  it  and  expose  mee  to  iheir  cruelties;  which  occasioned  mee 
to  make  my  further  escape,  till  I  was  safe  from  their  bloody  hands. 

In  this  ffurie  his  rabble  cryed  out  verraet.  verraet,  or  trayson,  trayson,  the  roages 
with  sixty  men  will  kill  ('apt.  Leiseler,  and  had  the  drum  beaten  alarm;  Note  that 
Trljn  Jans  the  wife  of  Jan  Joost  was  very  active  in  this  ffurie. 

June  L'Cith.  I  resolved  by  reason  of  said  bloody  cruelties  to  depart  for  England, 
and  make  my  addresse  to  his  Majesty  for  rcleife.  and  resolved  to  send  an  expres 
to  Dellawar  on  hopes  to  overtake  a  shipp  that  was  uppou  its  departure.  I  sent 
also  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mayor  for  several!  papers  needful!  to  that  effect:  the  widow 
Peyster  Mrs.  Van  Hrugh  and  several!  others  told  my  wife  that  the  rabble  of  Leise 
ler  had  sworne  to  have  me  alive  or  dead,  and  therefore  advised  mee  to  depart 
very  middanly;  I  was  also  informed  that  a  shott  was  made  at  my  negro  John, 
whilst  he  was  at  his  labor  in  my  owne  yard,  but  that  the  bullet  mist  him.  and 
hitt  n gal nst  the  stone  wall,  where  itt  was  taken  up  and  brought  to  my  wife. 

Not.-.  Not  before  this  morning  Leiseler  had  the  letter  J.  in  the  King's  armoa 
standing  before  the  fort  altered  in  the  letter  W. 
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Jacob  Lelseler  sent  severall  of  the  la  to  Souldlers  throe  times  this  very  day  to 
the  house  of  Mr.  Mayor,  and  advised  and  lntls.-d  tlifia  to  diMiiand  from  him  their 
pay  as  Souldlers,  saying  he  has  your  money,  and  If  d.-ny.-d  to  strip  hlu  coate  from 
hla  backe,  and  plunder  his  house,  and  If  they  wanted  assistance  when  they  had 
but  begun  the  worke,  lie  would  send  them  assistance  out  of  the  fort,  a*  per  affl- 
davy  of  the  souldlers. 


Mr.  Fredrick  Philips,  Mr.  Mayor  and  other  Gentlemen  hearing  that  1  was  at  inj 
house,  came  and  advised  mee  to  depart  for  Albany  or  elsewhere  to  be  redd  from 
the  rabble,  who  railed  exceedingly  In  their  drlnck  to  do  some  mls.-heafe.  where- 
uppon  I  resolved  and  departed  this  night  for  Albany  with  a  boat  of  Mr.  I»e  Kany; 

July  ye  fith.  This  day  wee  arrived  at  Albany,  where  wee  found  most  part  of  the 
Inhabitants  Inclined  to  peace  and  quietness,  and  to  maintain  their  Clvlll  Govern 
merit  till  orders  do  arrive  from  their  Majestyes. 

This  Is  a  true  Coppy 

Attested  by 

N.    P.ayard. 
—  Col.   I  toes.   N.    V.   111.  ttMBi*. 

STEPHEN*    VA.\    ('<»UTI.AM>T   To   (JoVEUNoll   ANI>KoS. 

New   York.   July  yth.    lft*0. 

The  1st  of  March  we  received  the  news  of  the  I'rlnce  of  Orange  landing  In  Kng- 
land,  which  we  kept  private  nt  flrst.  to  hinder  any  tumult  by  divulging  the  ruim** 
»o  suddenly  and  gave  your  Exoell.  a  full  account  thereof,  and.  seeing  that  the  ix-wg 
troubled  the  papists  very  much,  we  were  Jealous  of  the  money  that  was  In  Mr. 
Plowman's  hand  arid  ordered  him  to  bring  the  same  In  a  strong  chest  made  on  pur 
pose  Into  the  fort  being  about  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  pound* 

April  the  2<Jth.  We  gott  the  surprlzall  news  of  Bostons  Kevolucons  ami  the  seaz- 
lug  of  your  Exeell.  which  occasioned  a  great  consternation  amongst  us.  and  being 
but  four  In  number  of  the  (Council)  It  was  resolved  that  the  Mayr  should  ci 
Aldermen  and  Common  Councell  of  the  Cltty  together  to  acquaint  them  with  thli 
111  news,  to  advise  together  what  best  is  to  be  done  for  hN  Maj.-Hty.-s  service,  and 
the  quieting -of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place  la  this  dangerous  conjuncture  and 
troublesome  time. 


The  Lieutenant  Governor  proposed  to  the  gentlemen  that  It  would  be  expedient 
for  the  more  security  of  the  fort  that  part  of  the  Cltty  Mllltln  keep  and  guard  In  the 
fort,  which  was  thankfully  accepted  of  and  the  H.Mh  of  April  the  Inhabitants  began 
to  watch  In  the  fort. 


The   27th    Major   P.axter   dime    fr^m    Albany    desiring    leave    to    withdraw    himself* 

for  a  while  seeing  the  humours  of  the  | pie.   which   was  allowed  ofr.   nnd   he  went 

that   very  day  to  Novorsin.-ks  by  Coll.   homr-in  nt   the  house  of  rapt,   llowne. 

I'.elng  at   the  Town  h:ill  one  Hendrb-k  Cuyl.T  th:-t    had  the  waf-l,  In   the  fort   with 
one  half  a   Company  .-omplnlned    that    i'ii|.l.    Nicholson   w..ubl   not   suffer  him   to  m-tt 
a  flentlnell  att  the  Sallv    Port.  nnd.    when   he  told  Capl.    NIchoNon  of 
threatene.l    and    his    Cor.M.rall    to    be    pistolled    :.>..!    that    Capt. 
the  Town,    which   Capt.    NMi'.lflnn   -lenylng   said    tluit    --, 

about    ten  or  ,-lev.Mi  o'clock   the  Serjeant   of   the    f,,rt    f.dd    him   Unit    th.-  C,,n,or 
the    City    would    have    pl:i.-.-d    11    Sentry    at    th- 
suffer    It    without    hi-    Order.    iMi"ii    whl.-h    C,,pt.    M- •!„ 

who   took    nl-.mr    with    him    bN   Corpornll    to    I...    hi-    Interpreter,     c.-moln 
Mcholfion's   room,-   the   c;,p!alne    bolnjr   m'.st    undrest    bid   his   men    go.-   .. 
to   Henry   Cuyb-r.    Who  |s   Cnmn.aiid.-r  In   the   f,,rt.   you   or  I':     Why   .b. 
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Sentry  without  my  leave?  Henry  Cuyler  answered,  it's  my  Captain's  orders, 
Upon  which  Cnpt.  Nicholson  fell  in  a  passion,  and  said,  (as  it  is  reported)  I  rather 
would  see  the  Towne  on  fire  than  to  be  commanded  by  you.  Then  Henry  Cuyler 
called  his  Corporall  to  come  In  (as  he  salth)  to  speak  for  him,  who  comeing  in  with 
his  sword  over  his  left  arm  just  before  Capt.  Nicholson  -who  was  unlaceing  his 
stockings  and  looked  up  seeing  a  tall  strong  man  with  his  sword  in  Ills  hand,  said 
to  him  Who  called  you  here?  Be  gone.  The  man  going  backward  about  two  or 
three  yards  stood  still  and  looked  upon  Capt.  Nicholson,  who  said,  Goe  out  of  my 
room,  or  I'll  pistoll  you,  and  went  to  the  wall,  took  his  pistoll  and  followed  the 
man  to  the  door,  who  went  out  the  roome  down  stairs  to  the  guard  and  spoke  not 
a  word.  Being  a  very  civill  man,  this  bred  such  a  noise  and  jealousy  all  that  night 
and  especially  next  morning  through  the  Towne  that  all  what  wee  could  say  would 
not  satisfy  them.  This  occasioned  high  words  in  Court  and  made  Capt.  Nicholson 
say  to  Henry  Cuyler,  Goe  fetch  your  Commicon,  I  discharge  you  from  being  Lieut, 
any  more.  Mr.  Abram  De  Peyster  who  is  Capt.  of  said  Cuyler  speaking  something 
In  this  matter  fell  out  with  the  Lieut.  Governor  also  And  went  with  his  Brother  his 
Ensigne  in  an  anger  from  the  Towne  Hall.  We  seeing  what  ill  this  might  produce 
sent  for  De  Peyster  back  but  he  would  not  come  till  late  at  night;  in  meane  time 
we  heard  the  drums  beat  and  the  Towne  full  of  noise,  and  seeing  the  people  rise 
and  run  together  in  armes  Mr.  Phillips  and  I  went  to  Jacob  Lelsler's  door  where 
the  people  met  and  endeavored  to  allay  them  but  in  vain,  they  marched  to  the  fort 
where  Henry  Cuyler  received  them,  in  one  half  hour's  time  the  fort  was  full  of  men 
armed  and  inraged,  no  wrord  could  be  heard  but  they  were  sold,  betrayed  and  to  be 
murdered,  it  was  time  to  look  for  themselves.  I  went  back  to  the  Town  Hall  where 
all  the  Magistrates  were,  the  Military  officers  I  saw  most  in  the  fort.  In  a  little 
while  after  in  comes  William  Churchill  with  about  twenty  armed  men,  and  a  crowd 
of  people  in  William  A'cvi-jt ;  v  house  up  the  room  where  all  the  Magistrates  were, 
demanding  the  keys  of  the  fort,  etc.,  Saying  We  will  and  shall  have  the  same  by 
force. 


The  24th  Mr.  William  Merritt  brought  me  a  printed  Proclamation  from  their 
Matyes.,  dated  the  14th  of  February  1GS8/9  confirming  all  persons  (being  Protestants) 
who  upon  the  first  day  of  December  last  past  were  in  the  Offices  of  Sheriffes,  Jus 
tices,  Collectors,  etc.  to  be  continued  etc.  Having  this  Proclamation  I  sent  for  the 
Aldermen  and  Common  Councell  at  the  Towne  Hall  and  there  Resolved  to  publish 
said  Proclamation,  charging  and  commanding  all  people  concerned  to  take  notice 
thereof. 


Upon  this  Order  the  said  four  Gentlemen  went  to  the  Custome  house  to  look 
after  his  Majesty's  interest  accordingly,  but  having  been  there  a  little  time  In  comes 
Leyslaer  with  armed  men,  pulls  them  out  of  the  Custome  House,  several  cutting 
at  Coll.  Bayard  but  the  croud  being  so  thick  cutt  only  his  hat  and  he  escaped  Into 
the  house  of  Peter  De  La  Noy  where  he  was  all  that  night.  They  watched  the 
house  and  swore  they  would  kill  him.  Afterwards  he  gott  out  the  house.  They 
cearcht  for  him,  but  he  went  to  Albany,  where  he  is  now. 


Leyslaer  hath  put  Peter  De  La  Noy  in  the  Custome  House  and  he  gives  the  passes 
signed  ("  Capt.  appointed  to  secure  the  fort  at  New  Yorke  on  behalfe  of  King 
William  and  Queen  llary?") 


They  have  appointed  a  Committee  of  Safety,  viz.,  two  out  of  the  CItty  Peter 
De  La  Noy  and  Samuel  Edsall,  two  of  Brouckland,  two  of  Flatbush,  two  of  Flush- 
Ing,  two  of  Newtoun,  two  of  Staten  Island,  two  of  Essex  in  New  Jersey,  two  out 
of  Esopus  and  two  of  West  Chester,  the  rest  of  the  Towns  will  not  meddle 
themselves. 


Your  Excell.   most   humble  servant, 

S.  V.  Cortlnndt. 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  5J)0  :>97. 
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SYNOD  or  Xoimi  HOI.LANK  AT  TI«MU«N. 

1C>S!»,  .July  L'G  et  seq. 

Article  1-1. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ilenriciis  Selyns  of  New  York, 
dated  October  10,  1GSS,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

He  had  duly  received  a  letter  of  November  13,  1GST,  and  re 
quests  that  correspondence  with  the  churches  of  that  region  may 
be  kept  up. 

He  makes  known  the  flourishing  condition  of  his  church.  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  had  again  become  Governor  there;  and  although 
he  belonged  to  the  English  Church,  he  nevertheless  frequented 
the  Dutch  and  French  services,  there. 

Labadism  and  Quakerism  were  gradually  decreasing;  a  leader 
of  the  same  (Tellenaer)  had  become  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

He  complains,  however,  particularly  of  the  increasing  godless- 
ness. 

The  ministers  in  all  that  region  were  prospering,  although  Rev. 
Schaets,  now  eighty  years  old,  was  failing  fast. 

The  French  churches  were  growing  daily  on  account  of  the 
arrival  of  French  refugees. 

At  Xew  Kastle  the  French  minuter  had  died.  (Caspar  Car- 
pentier). 

It  ended  with  a  salutation. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  .Rev.  Rudolphus  Varick,  of  Long 
Island  in  Xew  Xetherland,  of  September  ;JO,  1G^S 

lie  states  that  he  had  received  ours  of  April  M,  KJ^fci,  and 
has  learned  therefrom  with  joy  of  the  quietness  of  the  church 
of  Xew  Xetherland. 

He  relates  that  he  lives  at  peace  with  his  congregation,  which 
was  tolerably  well  regulated  (or.  pretty  regular  in  attendant.) 
and  increased  daily. 

Some  of  the  few  sectaries  there  had  come  over  to  them,  uxunoly, 
from  the  Papacy  and  from  LutheranL-m;  there  was  also  hope 
that  more  will  follow  this  example. 
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The  Quaker,  Jacob  Tellenaer,  has  not  preached  for  a  long  time 
now,  and  no  longer  tries  to  seduce  any  one. 
.       He  still  conducted  services  at  Hackensack. 

There  were  also  two  other  places  where  he  preached  twico  a 
year  and  administered  the  sacraments.  On  that  Island  there 
were  eight  English  preachers.  They  lived  in  excellent  harmony, 
although  there  were  among  them  Episcopals,  Presbyterians  and 
Independents. 

The  French  church  increased  daily  by  the  arrival  of  many 
from  the  Carolinas,  the  Caribbean  Islands,  and  Europe. 

He  and  Rev.  Selyns  had  been  invited  to  preach,  alternately, 

on  the  South  River.     There  were  there This  offer 

he  expected  they  would  accept.     The  churches  of  all  nationalities 
dwelt  together  in  peace. 

Mr.  Andros  had  arrived  as  Governor  for  the  second  time.  He 
speaks  Dutch,  and  is  attached  to  the  Dutch  Church  (favors  it.) 

WILLIAM  III.  TO  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  NICHOLSON. 

1CSO,   July   30. 
William    R. 

Trusty  and  wellbeloved,  We  Greet  you  well;  whereas  we  have  been  given  to  under 
stand  by  Letters  from  you  and  others,  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  our  Province  of 
New  York,  of  your  dutifull  submission  to  our  Royall  pleasure,  and  readiness  to 
receive  from  us  such  Orders  as  we  should  think  requisite  for  settling  the  Peace 
and  good  Government  of  our  Province  of  New  York:  Wee  have  thought  fitt  hereby 
to  signify  unto  you  that  wee  are  taking  such  Resolution  concerning  the  same  as 
may  tend  to  the  welfare  of  our  subjects  inhabiting  there;  and  in  the  meantime, 
We  doo  hereby  authorize  and  Inipower  you  to  take  upon  you  the  Government  of 
the  said  Province,  Calling  to  your  assistance  in  ye  administration  thereof  the  Prin 
cipal  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  same  or  so  many  of  them  as  you  shall 
think  fitt:  Willing  and  requiring  you  to  do  and  perform  all  things  which  to  the 
place  and  ollice  of  our  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our 
Province  of  New  York,  doth  or  may  appertain,  as  you  shall  find  necessary  for  our 
service  and  the  good  Government  of  our  subjects,  according  to  the  Laws  and  Cus- 
tomes  of  our  said  Province  untill  further  order  from  us;  and  so  we  bid  you  fnre~ 
well.  Given  at  our  Court  at  Whithall  the  30th  day  of  July  1GS9  in  the  first  ye-.r  of 
our  Reign. 

By    his    Majesty's    Command, 

Nottingham. 

To  our  Trusty  and  Wellbeloved  Francis 
Nicholson  Esq.,  our  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Province 
of  New  York  in  America:  and  in  his  ab 
sence,  to  such  as  for  the  time  being  take 
care  for  Preserving  the  Peace  and  admin 
istering  the  Lawes  In  our  said  Province  of 
New  York  in  America.  (This  was  Lelaler.) 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.    Y.    iii.  »>!>6. 
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STKIMIEN  VAX  (  'OKTI.AM.T  T<   CAI>T.\I.V  XICHOLSON. 

August    Mil.    II*K 

Sir.—  Since  your  departure  Mr.  Lnyster  eto:  proclaimed  their  Majesties  <.n  the 
17th  day  of  June  ulY  which  I  gave  your  Honor  nn  account  by  Mr.  Macklnrie.  the 
KMh.  The  people  being  much  against  papists  being  In  ofll.-,-  Mr.  Philips,  Coll.  Hay- 
ard.  tin-  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Councell  to  put  Mr.  Plowman  out  and  Coll. 
P.ayard.  Paul  Klchards.  John  Haines  and  Thomas  (Wenhami  In  the  Custom  IHUIHO 
to  secure  and  receive  all  their  Majesties  revenues  and  BH  they  were  a  sitting  In 
the  Custom  house,  Capt.  Layster  came  with  several  armed  mm  and  turned  thoin 
out  in  a  violent  manner,  Coll.  Hnyard  narrowly  escaping  having  two  cults  In  hi* 
halt  soe  that  he  was  forced  to  lly  for  Albany  where  he  Is  now  still  — They  forth 
with  put  Peter  de  la  Noy  and  (ieorge  HrewHter  in  the  Custom  house  who  eloare* 
tlie  ships,  and  that  Captaine  that  hath  the  guard  In  the  fort  slgnes  the  pa«M'j». 
Hut  since  that  time  they  have  appointed  a  committy  of  safety  out  of  several  coun 
ties,  many  towns  In  the  counties  being  against  it  and  other  counties  unwilling  to 
Joint*  with  them,  as  Albany,  1'lster,  Suffolk  and  most  all  New  Yarsay.  This  Coin- 
mltty  hath  appointed  Capt.  Layster  to  be  the  commander  off  the  fi.rt,  wlm  now 
slgnes  all  the  passes  for  the  vessels.  The  chest  of  money  they  have  opened  to 
pay  their  charges.  He  hath  raised  a  new  company  of  souldlers  of  about  fifty  men. 


All  letters  are  taken  upp  and  opened,  s»me  letters  that  were  sent  to  ymi  fr-.m 
Hasten  and  P.urmudas.  they  have  in  the  f<>rt.  their  Committy  ''ailed  Mr.  P!..wman 
In  the  Fort  who  as  a  madman,  gave  them  an  ace. unit  ()f  the  m»m-y  in  the  p.-rt. 
uppon  which  they  ojiened  it  and  called  me  alsoo,  to  an  ace. unit  for  the  taxed  nmney, 
I  told  them  it  was  Mr.  IMowman  that  was  to  give  a;:  ace,.unt  for  lie  had  It  In  his 
hands,  but  they  said  I  was  to  pay  it  againe  for  i:  was  unlawfully  raised,  and  If  I 
vIII  not  returne  It  they  will  fetch  it  1  answered  if  they  h:id  lawful  p..\vr  I 
should  be  ready  to  obey,  their  Majesties  orders  and  none  other.  Th-  y  ;hreih:ie 
tue  every  day  soe  that  I  was  ones  resolved  to  absent  mvselfe  alsoo,  but  have  K.  pt 
myselfc  home  till  now  for  I  am  intended  to  go  up  to  Albany  for  fourteen  d  •  »r 
three  weeks  in  hopes  that  in  im-ane  time  orders  will  come.  Their  threat-.  In-o- 
lencles.  abuses,  fabhies  and  l\es  unlawfull  aciiturs  and  mls.-heetfs  are  t.o<>  many 

and   nnsufferable   that    if    no,..   S] ly    rele.-t    u-eliefi   and    orders   doe   e,.me    fr..m    I'.ng- 

l.'ind  many  of  the  in!ialiita::ts  will  leave  the  eitty  and  go,  to  ll\e  In  Hie  country. 
for  fear  of  life  and  estate,  for  they  Imprison  whom  they  please,  and  take  mit  of 

prison    those   that    are    Mure    for   debt,    they    take    peoples    g Is    out    of    their    hoe.-cs 

and  If  hindered  by  Justices  of  the  Peace,  they  come  with  great  numbers  and 
fetch  It  out  of  the  Ju<tices  house  by  forse,  and  doe  what  they  please.  *.H.  that 
their  Capraines  can  m.  more  rule  them  It  troubles  them  that  they  did  not  put 
you  In  prison  and  sd/ed  upon  your  papers,  there  they  would  have  found  the  rca«oii, 
for  you  are  a  papist  and  soe  Is  I»r.  limes  and  have  several!  witnesses  as  th«-y  siiy 
against  you  both  --Sir,  If  I  should  write  you  all  their  parih-ular  actions  time  and 
paper  would  falle. 


Your  real   friend  and   most    humble  servant. 

S.    V.   Cortlandi 

-          Col.       I»OC-.        \.       Y.      III.      •••"•.'.      ('-1 


TO  (  'APTAI  N 

New    York 
Honnored   Sir. 

Since   the  enclosed   of   t  h<-  '^r.l   ..f  July    I    had    -.-viTall    let  tern   from   my    frl.-nd*    ID 
New  Yorke  —  ncqualntlng  mee  of  their  continuing  trouble  and  danger*,   whereof  the 
particulars   undoubtedly   \\lll   be  sent    your-elfe  by    Mr.    Mayor  as   I    h 
Itt   IH  greatly   feared   if  no  Hinld-n  orders   ..r   reb-.-fe  arrives   from    lilt   MaJ.-nty   that 
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some  great  mischeefe  will  befall,  for  the  abuses  and  threatnings  of  L^iseler  and  his 
rabble  encrense  daily  to  Imprison,  plunder  and  massacre  those  who  will  not  acquies, 
although  they  do  submit  to  their  Illegal  proceedings,  wherefore  I  hope  it  will  please 
God  to  send  some  speedy  deliverance. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  ill.  611. 


CAPTAIN  McKsxziE  TO  CAPTAIX  XrriroLSON. 

August   15,    1689. 

Honoured  Sir:—  Since  your  honours  departure  Mr.  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Levingston 
I  know  sends  you  an  exact  account  of  all  that  has  passed.  The  former  went  to 
Albany  about  six  days  ago  from  whence  I  returned  about  two  days  after  he  was 
gone,  during  which  small  time  I  shall  give  you  the  best  account  I  can  of  what  has 
happened. 


After  reading  of  it  Mr.  Leiseler  said  he  wondered  what  wrong  he  had  done  me 
that  I  should  write  so  of  him  to  wrong  his  credit,  that  if  he  knew  he  had  done  me 
any  wrong  he  would  beg  my  pardon  for  it  upon  his  knees,  I  answered  if  I  did  him 
wrong  I  would  beg  his,  but  I  told  him  I  was  provoked  first  by  his  calling  me  a 
Papist  for  so  I  was  told;  he  answered  it  was  a  very  great  lye  for  he  had  never  said 
so,  after  a  little  pause  he  put  on  a  more  angry  look,  and  said  he  knew  I  was 
Popishly  affected,  I  answered  that  is  not  true,  I  am  as  much  a  protestant  as  you 
or  any  man  in  the  Country;  why,  says  he,  have  not  I  heard  you  call  Father  Smith 
a  very  good  man,  yes  replyed  I,  and  so  I  do  still  he  is  a  very  good  humoured  man, 
but  I  never  called  him  so  because  he  was  a  Papist,  and  I  was  so  far  from  haveing 
any  friendship  for  his  principles,  that  in  all  the  six  yeares  I  had  known  New  York 
I  never  so  much  as  out  of  curiosity  looked  into  their  Chappell.  He  told  me  I  kept 
with  Dr.  Innes  I  went  to  hear  him  and  prayed  with  him  and  that  he  was  a  Papist, 
I  replyed  that  ia  not  true,  he  then  told  me  that  one  had  sworne  it,  I  told  him  I 
will  not  believe  it  if  ten  of  them  should  sweare  it. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  012,  G13. 


CAPTAIX  LEISLER  TO  KING  AVILLIAM  AND  QUEEX  MARY. 

August    20,    1681). 

May  it  please  your  Majesties.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  your  Majesties  with  pos 
sible  respect  by  the  express  barer  Joost  Stoll  the  Ensigne  of  your  Majesties  fort, 
that  the  advice  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros  confinement  at  Boston  has  caused  here  sev 
eral  meetings,  where  I  have  assisted  in  quality  as  one  of  the  five  Captains  of  the 
Militia,  where  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  fort  Capt.  Xicholson  has  proposed 
several  propositions  which  had  but  a  show  for  the  best  of  your  Majesties  Colony, 
while  his  violent  caridge  has  discovered  his  malicious  deslgne,  whereof  the  par 
ticulars  should  be  too  long,  which  has  moved  severall  inhabitants  to  secure  the 
fort  to  be  preserved  for  your  Majesties,  and  to  prevent,  that  with  the  great  gunns 
he  should  not  fire  the  towne  as  he  intended,  the  fort  so  seased  without  violence 
nor  blodshed  has  boon  preserved  for  one  month,  by  the  said  Captains  by  turns, 
having  received  the  day  of  my  watch  the  happy  proclamation  of  your  Majesties 
to  be  King  and  Queen  of  England,  France  and  Ireland  etc.  (from  Conecticot:t  I 
have  immediately  proceeded  to  the  proclaiming,  which  was  solemnly  effected  the 
22nd  of  June  when  we  had  miraculous  deliverance  of  a  fyre  which  had  been  ken- 
deled  in  three  severall  places  upon  the  Terret  of  the  Church  in  the  fort  six  thousand 
pounds  of  powder  being  next  under  the  same  roof  and  suspected  to  be  done-  by  one 
Papist  who  had  been  there  before  and  was  discovered  by  one  Xeger,  and  fort,  city, 
and  the  people  were  trew  God's  mercy  miraculously  saved  of  that  hellish  deslgne, 
the  committees  of  the  nabouring  counties  and  of  this  city  with  all  the  Captains 
being  niett  to  advise,  and  order  all  things  necessary  to  resist  the  Ennemy,  and  to 
conserve  this  fort,  City,  land  and  Protestant  Religion,  they  have  thought  necessary, 
to  elect  one  of  the  Captains  to  command  in  the  fort  till  your  Majesties  order,  and 
they  have  thought  me  faithfull  and  able  of  that  charge  which  I  have  exerced  from 
the  first  of  July  last,  to  discharge  worthely  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Majes- 
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ties:    I    have   made  one   inventory   of  all    things   therein,    and    having   perceived    the 
miserable  state  thereof.   I   have  caused  to  mend, 


Co!!.  I'.ayard  who  has  absented  himself  from  this  rlty  slm-p  five  or  six  weeks, 
and  Is  at  Albany  where  the  Mayor  Cortlandt  Is  gom>  to  meet  him  since  some 
days  —  no  doubt  but  to  confer  with  more  liberty,  having  both  been  cotincellors  to 
Capt.  Nicholson  and  aploded  to  all  his  propositions,  hut  I  woteli  no  less  upon  their 
conduct,  as  to  them  and  several!  other  peculiar  persons,  who  under  tin*  apnrnnce 
of  the  functions  of  the  Protestant  Id  -Union,  remain  still  affect,  -d  to  the  Papist, 
which  an-  here  in  greater  number  than  in  whole  New  England. 


Mr.  Ennis  ilnnesi  the  late  English  Minister  lately  departed  from  this  plnce  with 
testimony  of  the  Initch  and  French  Minister  has  since  been  known  to  be  of  opinion 
contrary  to  our  religion,  whereof  I  have  testimony  In  good  forme. —  Col.  I>OOB. 
N.  V.  ill.  r,14-r,lG. 


On  Saturday  June  the  L'L'nd  Mr.  I.eisler  proclaimed  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  havelng  gott  a  printed  proclamation  from  Major  Could  and  Captain  Fits 
who  can  n?  from  Conneetieutt  for  that  purpose,  but  proclaimed  In  the  most  meanest 
ma:: r.er  as  you  can  imagine.  After  they  had  proclaimed  him  against  the  Forte, 
the  Captain  sent  downe  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  demanded  tin-in  to  pro- 
daiiiie  their  Majesties  at  the  citty  hall,  who  returned  their  answer,  that  they  w.-re 
very  ready  to  proclalme  the  King  and  Queen  niton  the  lirst  orders  they  should 
receave  f«r  the  same,  and  that  if  they  had  any  orders  to  do  It  they  were  ready  to 
attend  them  at  the  Cittv  Hall  according  to  former  C'-.tome; 


Munday  the  24th  June  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  havelng  by  them  tln-lr  Majesties 
proclamation  to  continue  all  Ollicers  that  were  not  Papists  proclaimed  tin-  same  at 
the  State  House,  which  affronted  the  Captains  and  tln-lr  gang  very  much. 

TowKday  the  LT/th  Mr.  Plowman  being  a  Papist  was  by  Mr.  Phillips  Mr.  Hayerd 
and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  dismist  from  tin-  custom  house.  And  C.dl.  P.ayard, 
Mr.  H.-tyrn-s.  Paulus  Kldiards  and  Mr.  Weiiham  was  appointed  Commissioners  to 
take  <-n re  of  his  Majesties  Customs,  which  soe  much  affronted  the  other  party  that 
they  came  with  forse  and  armes.  and  puld  them  out  by  the  halre  of  their  head*, 
cutting  and  slashing  at  Coll.  P.ayard,  that  he  was  hard  put  to  It  to  escape  with 
his  life;  ever  since  which  he  was  forscd  to  goe  away  privately  to  Albany  and  tin-re 
remains. 

Mr>.  P.ayard  desired  me  to  :ic,|u-i'nt  you  that  her  husband  had  wrltt  at  large  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  from  Allnny.  but  the  letter  Is  stranu-cly  mK'-arryed.  and  the 
ship  being  ready  to  s.-ilb-.  eanno;  irive  ;m  account  ,-f  It.  where)--,  he  might  writ* 
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CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  AND  THEIR.  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Henry  Selyns,  Aug.  22,  1080. 
xxvii.   203.     Referred  to  xxi.   313. 

Reverend,  Godly  and  Highly  Learned  Sir,  and  Brother: — 

We  safely  received  your  letter  of  October  10th  1688.  We  re 
joice  to  learn  therefrom  of  your  health,  which  we  hope  still  con 
tinues.  May  it  long  continue,  to  the  best  interests  of  God's 
church.  We  notice  also  with  no  less  satisfaction  what  you  write 
of  the  prosperity  of  God's  church,  entrusted  to  you  and  your 
worthy  colleagues  in  those  distant  countries.  May  Almighty  God 
grant  you  all  long  continued  health  and  all  necessary  strength  to 
enable  you  to  care  for  his  work  unto  the  growth  of  his  kingdom. 
We  trust  that  the  arrival  of  that  new  Governor  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  to  whom  you  so  respectfully  refer,  may  be  most  service 
able  to  that  end,  as  well  as  to  the  diminution  of  divers  fanatical 
spirits.  Unless  such  are  restrained,  they  are  wont,  through 
specious  deeds,  greatly  to  hinder  the  course  of  the  Gospel.  We 
also  further  hope  that  through  your  diligent  labors,  that  eager 
pursuit  of  sin  to  which  you  refer,  and  which  arouses  the  righteous 
wrath  of  the  Most  High,  may  be  checked,  and  that  the  Almighty 
may  be  reconciled  to  the  people  for  Christ's  sake. 

Concerning  ourselves  in  this  land,  we  have  abundant  reason 
to  thank  the  Almighty  for  his  undeserved  grace.  For  in  the  past 
year,  we  saw  dark  clouds  rising  against  Protestantism  in  Europe 
through  the  powerful  conspiracy  of  the  Kings  of  France  and 
England  (Louis  XIV  and  James  IT.)  At  the  time  of  your  last 
writing  to  us,  we  wrere  in  good  hope  of  being  exempted  from  the 
coming  storm,  yet  we  were  not  without  anxiety  and  fear.  God 
be  thanked  who  has  caused  it  all  to  result  for  the  best;  for  he 
blessed  the  effort  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  is  now  the  Kin^  of 
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England,  (William  III.)  The  particulars  of  the  whole  matter  aro 
doubtless  fully  known  to  you  through  the  newspapers  of  England 
and  of  these  regions. 

We  believe  tliat  you  and  the  entire  church  in  America  will 
gladly  unite  with  us  in  thanksgiving  to  (lod,  in  the  expectation 
that  great  results  of  good  may  llow  to  our  common  Church  from 
these  peculiar  blessings  of  God.  And  since  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  is  at  present  in  arms  against  the  usurpations  of  France; 
and  since  we  have  in  the  Netherlands  held  a  day  of  thanksgiving, 
fasting  and  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing  upon  these  important 
events;  we  therefore  also  request  you  to  unite  your  prayers  with 
ours  for  the  general  welfare  of  Zion. 

In  addition,  we  may  say  that  the  members  of  this  our  Assem 
bly,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  are  prospering  in  their  work:  thanks 
be  to  God.  But  it  has  pleased  (lod  to  take  to  himself  out  of 
this  world  some  of  those  formerly  known  to  you.  For  in  a  little 
more  than  a  year  the  Revs.  IJulaen*.  llhyn«dyck,  Klerek,  ( 'oenen 
and  Poppius  have  all  died.  Their  places  have  been  tilled  with 
able  men,  excepting  that  the  appointment  of  Xienwenhuysen  lias 
been  nullified,  because  that  appointment  has  again  been  brought 
under  the  province  of  Fvtrecht.  We  close  by  commending  your 
self  and  familv,  and  especially  your  church,  to  the  protection  of 
God,  and  remain, 

Your  affectionate  and  obedient  brethren.  In  tin-  name  of  the 
Classical  Assembly  within  Amsterdam, 

Gerbrandus  Van  Leeuwen,  1'raoes  Coll. 
1  )eput.  ad    re-   Fxteras. 

•Johannes  Sehoonhoven,    Scriba   Coll.    prput. 
ad  res   Fxteras. 

(inlielnms    Anselaar,    Deput.    ad    res    Kxtrra*. 

Arnoldus  llellius,  ditto. 
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ACTS  or  THE  DEPUTIES  AND  THEIR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varig,  August  22, 
1GS9.     xxvii.   20-k     Referred  to,  xxi.   313,  325. 

Amsterdam,  Aug.  22,  16S9. 

To  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varig  (Varick)  on  Long  Island. 
Reverend,  Godly,  Very  Learned  Sir  and  Brother: — 

We  safely  received  your  letter  of  September  last,  1GSS,  and 
learned  therefrom  with  pleasure  not  only  concerning  your  good 
health,  but  also  of  the  welfare  of  your  church.  We  notice  that 
your  congregation  is  continually  increasing,  and  that  sectaries 
and  fanatical  spirits  are  decreasing.  Since  the  care  of  the  churches 
at  Hakkingsack  and  on  the  South  River,  (Xcw  Amstel),  and  also 
in  two  other  places,  is  commended  to  you,  it  is  our  hearty  wish 
that  God  Almighty  will  increase  your  strength  with  the  increase 
of  the  burden,  so  that  all  these  churches  under  your  ministry 
may  also  increase;  and  not  only  in  numbers,  but  also  in  faith 
and  in  the  power  of  true  godliness.  And  we  wish  the  same 
blessing,  none  the  less,  to  the  other  churches,  German,  English 
and  French,  all  of  which  we  observe,  thanks  be  to  God,  are  in 
good  condition,  under  the  government  of  a  well  disposed  gentle 
man,  Sir  Edmund  Andros.  We  could  not  omit,  in  this  present 
letter,  to  express  our  joy  at  the  prosperity  of  the  churches  in 
your  countries;  and  especially  since  they  strive  to  maintain  a  good 
correspondence  with  us.  Therefore  we  proffer  our  good  offices 
in  this  land,  to  do  anything  in  our  power  for  the  benefit  of  the 
^etherland  churches  in  your  land.  We  must  also  add  in  refer 
ence  to  the  welfare  of  the  churches  in  this  land  that  we  havo 
great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  Clod.  For  although  we  are  in 
volved  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  enemy,  yet  you  are  aware  from 
the  reports  which  have  doubtless  reached  you  from  time  to  time 
from  Holland  and  from  England,  that  the  successful  marches  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  (William  III)  and  his  advancement  to  the 
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crown  of  England,  have  given  all  the  Protestant  Churehes  of 
Europe  a  cheerful  countenance.  We  have  recently,  on  a  day 
solemnly  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  renewed  our  thanksgivings 
to  God  for  these  events,  and  have  prayed  for  the  divine  Messing 
upon  the  arms  both  of  our  Fatherland  and  the  allies.  We  desire 
that  you  aJso  add  your  prayers  to  ours.  Finally,  we  commend 
you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  and  remain, 
Reverend  Sir  and  Brother, 

Yr.ur  obedient  and  affectionate   brethren  of  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.      In   her  name, 

Gerbrandus  Van  Leeuwen, 

Coll.  Deput.  ad  res  Exteras,  Praeses. 
Johannes  Schoonhoven, 

Scriba,  Coll.  Deput. 
Guilioiniu<  Au?laer, 

1  )«-put.  ad  res    Fxteras. 
Arnoldius  llcllius, 

Deput.  ad  res    Kxtcras. 

EXTRACT  OF  CULO.NEL  BAYARD'S  LKTTKI;,  !>AT:.I>  AI.IIANY,  i';iici> 
SEPTEMBER,  1<5M». 

New    Jersey.    Esopus    and    Albany    with    severnll    of    the    Townos  on    Long    Inland 

would    never  concur   or  approve   <>f    Leyslaers    Rebellion   although  several!    fart  long 

and    seditious    poor   people   arc   amongst    tliem    win.    could    llnde    no  loader   Hiid    now 

since   the  falsities  and   unwarrantable  proceedings  of  I.oyslner  arc  dally   discovered 

and  they  begin  to  see  the  danger.   It  Is  the  opinion  of  severnl  that  although  n  i;.iv- 

ernour  should  not  arrive  in  BOIIK-  short  time,  yett   the  Rebells  now  would  snddalnly 
fail   of   themselves. 

Milboiirnc*  arriving  at  New  Yorke  from  Holland  It  was  reported,  flint  tin-  late 
King  James  had  sold  his  Country  to  the  Frcm-h.  and  because  (Jovcrnor  I'ongnn 
would  not  he  such  an  ill  person  as  to  deliver  It  he  was  removed  and  Androi  ptit  In 
his  place  who  with  me  and  some  others  had  undertaken  to  surrender  It  un'o  tlielr 
power,  but  this  lye  as  all  the  rest  having  no  n>.,t  stiddalnly  vnnlstied  n.»  th.-y  nr«- 
dally  Inventing  new  ones  to  keep  up  the  people  In  their  madness  hut  It  ulll  not 
continue. 


Father  Mlllett  was  the  priest  who  Invited  the  Synckes  Indians  to  the  I'r«»n«-h 
fort  at  Catnrariue,  where  heln^  very  merry  the  French  made  them  prisoners,  nnd 
pent  about  twenty  seven  of  the  Chlefe  of  thorn  In  Ir«>nn  to  France.  The  r*n«on 
why  the  poor  distressed  French  cry  out  In  their  torments  a/a!n».t  tlio  pr«»H«>nt  «Jov- 
ernor  Mnrquls  de  NonvIIIe.  by  whose  order  tln-v  were  sent  to  the  French  Klnjf  a« 
chiefe  men  taken  In  wiirr. —  <V>I.  I  >ocs.  N.  Y.  III.  «O».  «','_'!. 

•  .Millburne  the  same  who  occasioned  so  much  trouble  to  Sir  Kdmund  Amlm* 
at  New  Yorke  and  In  London  brother  to  .Mllbiirn  the  Anabaptlnt  preacher  the 
Kreot  ringleader  of  the  Rebellion  with  us. 
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COLONEL  BAYARD'S   ORDER  TO   CAPTAINS  DE  PEYSTER  AND  DE 

BRUYN. 

Oct.  20,  16S9. 

To  Captain  Abram  do  Poyster  and  Captain  Jolin  de  Bruyn  Com 
manders  of  two  respective  companies  of  the  Train  Bands  in 
Kew  York  to  he  communicated  to  the  rest  of  the  Commis 
sion  Officers. 

Gentlemen.  Whereas  Jacob  Leisler  and  some  of  his  associates 
have  in  a  most  hostile  and  illegal  manner,  invaded  their  Majesties 
fort  at  Xew  York,  and  withall  unhinged  and  subverted  all  man 
ners  of  Government  by  law  Established  within  the  Citty  of  Xew 
York  and  some  parts  adjacent,  not  having-  the  least  shadow  of 
authority  from  our  Gracious  Sovereignes  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  soe  to  doe;  I  therefore  concidering  the  obligation  lying  upon 
mee  by  the  severall  commissions,  as  being  one  of  the  councill  of 
this  their  Majesties  dominion,  and  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  the 
Train  Bands  in  Xew  York  both  from  the  Crowne  of  England, 
neither  of  which  (notwithstanding  the  said  invasion  insurrection 
or  other  troubles):  was  any  ways  vacated  or  superceeded,  I  find 
it  to  1)0  my  present  duty  to  the  Crowne  of  England,  and  do 
hereby  strictly  require  and  command  you  and  each  of  you,  that 
you  111  ion  immediate  si^ht  hereof  desist  from  anv  waves  councel- 
liug  aiding  assisting  or  abetting  the  illegall  proceedings  of  the 
said  Jacob  Leisler  and  his  associates;  and  not  to  suffer  any  of 
the  soldiers  under  your  command  to  bo  made  use  of  or  employed 
upon  any  service  whatsoever  of  the  said  Leisler  either  in  the 
said  fort  or  elsewhere  as  being  the  most  pernicious,  dangerous, 
and  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  their  Crown  and  dignity  —  but  that 
you  come  and  each  of  you  together  with  the  Soldiers  under  your 
command:  (as  in  duty  bound:)  do  give  all  obedience  to  the  law- 
full  commands  of  the  civill  government  established  by  law  and 
in  particular  to  those  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  commissionated 
by  the  Governor  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  by  vertue  of  letters  pat- 
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tent  from  the  Crown  of  Knirland  a-  I.einir  "iir  supream  power 
which  said  commissioners  I  lind  and  d«>r  avcrre  to  he  in  full  force; 
notwithstanding  tin-  imprisonment:  (yea  death:)  of  any  Governor 
that  granted  the  same,  he  hein<r  only  an  inferior  om'eer  of  the 
Crowne  and  the  Commissions  hein<:  maters  of  record;  and  there 
fore  you  shall  faithfully  performe  their  said  lawful  I  commands 
as  fearo  it  shall  lice  in  the  power  soo  to  doe,  and  at  all  times 
hear  £0od  faith  and  allegiance  to  their  sacre<I  Majesties  as  you 
will  answer  the  contrary  at  your  perills —  ( liven  under  my  hand 
and  scale  att  Alhany  this  iMit.h  ,,!'  Octol.er  in  tho  first  yoar 
of  tho  reigne  of  our  Sovereiirne  Lord  and  Lady  Kintr  William  and 
Queen  Mary  A.  Do.  ir>s|>. 

X.   Bayard. 

DKAFT  OF  A  COMMISSION  FOI:  HKNKY  SI.OFOHTF.K.  Ks^fini:,  TO  RK 
(lovKii.xoi:   01    XKW    VOJ:K,   AND   OKUKI:   i.\    COUNCIL   TIIKIIK- 

UPO.V. 

HW.i.   N,,v.    14. 

William    and    Mary    l.y    tln>    ^race    of   C,o<l    Klnu   and    Queen    ,,f    Knirlaml,    Scotland. 
Franco   ami    Ireland    Defenders   of  tin-   Falili   .•;.-. 


And  we  do  hereby  ^Ivo  and  ^rant  unto  you  full  |.u\v«>r  and  ntitli-«rlty  with  tli*- 
advlro  and  fonsont  of  our  said  CntinHl  fr..m  ilin.-  to  time  MS  n,-..(|  shrill  r.-.julr.-.  t<> 
summon  and  rail  K«'"oral  Assemblies  of  the  Inliiibitiints  beln-  Freeholders  within 
your  fJovernmr-nt.  according  to  tht-  !isai:c  "f  mir  other  ri.-tnt.-it  |..ns  In  Amerl«-n. 

And  our  will  nud  pU-a.snre  Is,  that  the  persons  thereupon  dnely  ele.-ted  by  tli-- 
Major  p;irt  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  respective  conntys  and  places  and  so  roturne.J 
and  hnvlnir  before  their  sitting  taken  the  oaths  appointed  by  A<M  of  rarllnim-nt 
to  be  taken  Instead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy  ami  the  Test, 
which  you  shall  eommisHlonato  tit  persons  under  our  se.-il  of  New  York  to  ndmln 
Ister,  and  without  taking  which,  none  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  though  elect.-i. 
shall  he  called  and  held  the  (Jeneral  AsHembly  of  that  our  Province  and  the  Terri 
tories  thereunto  beloiiKiiiK. 

And  that  you  the  said  Henry  Slouphter  by  and  with  tho  consent  of  our  K:\M 
Council  and  Assembly  or  the  major  part  of  them,  respectively  hnve  full  power  nud 
authority  to  mak*  constitute  and  ordalne  I. awn  Statutes  and  ordinances  for  >  «• 
p'lbllque  Peace,  welfare  and  jjood  (Jovernmeut  of  our  nald  Province  nnd  of  the 
people  and  Inhabitants  thereof  and  such  others  ns  shall  report  thereto  nnd  f.-r 
the  benefit  of  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors. 

Which  said  Laws  Statutes  and  Ordinances  nre  to  bo  e.m  nerir  nn  rnny  liei  njrree.ibli- 
unto  the  I.awes  and  Statutes  of  this  our  khik'dome  of  Fiitflnnd. 

Provided  that  all  such  Laws.  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  wluit  nnture  or  hurntlon 
•never  be  within  three  months  or  sooner  after  the  making  thereof,  i  r.-in«mlt  te«l 
unto  us  under  our  seal  of  New  York  for  our  Approbation  or  1  HHJI||O«  iince  of  HIP 
enme,  as  also  Implicates  thereof  by  the  next  convoj  ance. 

And  in  caw?  any  or  all  of  them  belnjf  "ot  before  continued  by  UH  *hnll  nt  nny 
time  be  dlsallowe<l  and  not  approved,  and  so  sliriilfled  by  I's  ..ur  Helren  nud  SUCCPH 
sors,  under  our  or  their  sltfii  Manual  and  Kl^nel  or  by  order  of  our  or  their  prlrjr 
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Council  unto  you  the  said  Henry  Sloughter  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
said  Province  for  ye  time  being,  then  such  and  so  many  of  them  as  shall  he  soe 
disallowed  and  not  approved  shall  from  thenceforth  cease  determine  and  become 
utterly  voyd  and  of  none  effect,  anything  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

And  to  the  end  nothing  may  be  passed  or  done  by  our  said  Counclll  or  Assembly 
to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  We  will  and  ordaine  that  you  the 
said  Henry  Sloughter,  shall  have  and  enjoy  a  negative  voice  in  the  making  and 
passing  of  all  Laws,  Statutes  and  ordinances  as  aforesaid. 

And  that  you  shall  and  may  likewise  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  judge  it 
necessary  Adjourn  Prorogue  and  Dissolve  all  General  Assemblies  as  aforesaid. 


And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  said  Henry  Sloughter  full  power 
and  authority  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  time  hereafter  by  your  self  or  by  any 
other  to  be  authorized  by  you  in  that  behalf,  to  administer  and  give  the  oaths 
appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  taken  instead  of  the  Oath  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy,  to  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  as  you  shall  think  fit  who  shall 
at  any  time  or  times  pass  into  the  said  Province  or  shall  be  resident  or  abiding 
there. 


And  we  do  by  these  presents  further  authorize  and  iinpower  you  to  colate  any 
person  or  persons  in  any  Churches,  Chappels,  or  other  Ecclesiastical  benefits  within 
our  said  Province  and  Territories  aforesaid  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  happen 
to  be  void. 


And  we  do  by  these  Presents,  Will,  Require  and  command  you  to  take  all  possible 
care,  for  the  discountenance  of  vice  and  encouragement  of  vertue  and  good  living 
that  by  such  Example  the  Infidels  may  be  invited  and  desire  to  partake  of  the 
Christian  Religion.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  G23,  624,  G23,  G28. 


LKISLEI:  SKNT  Exsi<;x  JOOST  STOL  TO  ENGLAND,  AS  THE  REPRE 
SENTATIVE  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  or  SAFETY  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1689,  Nov.  16. 

His  mission  was  supplimental  to  the  "  Address  of  the  Militia  of  Newr  York  to 
William  and  Mary  "  of  June,  1GS9.  (Col.  Docs.  iii.  583.)  Stoll  presented  nine 
documents  In  defence  of  Leisler's  conduct,  and  for  information,  a  list  of  which  is 
given. 


No.  4.  An  affidavid  in  writeinge  worein  deponents  are  Peter  Godfrey  and  Henry 
Carmer  concerning  the  person  and  behaviour  of  the  (Episcopal)  Minister  Alexander 
Enin  (Innis)  by  outward  pretence  a  Protestant  but  in  effect  a  meere  papist,  who 
deceitfully  has  provided  him  with  a  certificate  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Dutch  and 
French  Church  as  if  he  was  a  true  Protestant. 


I'.y  examination  of  all  the  aforementioned  (nine)  papers  Your  Lordship  will  see 
in  \vhat,  a  burden  of  bondage  the  inhabitants  of  New  Yorke,  hitherto  have  been, 
by  the  wicked  directions  of  ill  governours  and  Ministers  as  Captain  Nicnolson  and 
their  like  persons,  and  how  we  by  help  of  Almighty  God  are  thereof  delivered, 
whifh  happiness  would  not  long  continue,  if  KO  boo  they  doe  not  become  a  further 
settlement  in  the  Government,  Therefore  wee  humbly  pray,  and  conclude  and 
desire  your  Lonlshippo  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  a  serious  consideration  the 
present  sinle  of  that  count rey,  the  necessity  of  their  further  settlement,  and 
empowering  them  with  si:ch  means,  as  really  may  serve  to  the  safety  of  that  coun- 
trey  under  the  supreme  Government  of  this  Kingdom  of  England,  against  all  their  In 
and  outwnrd  ennemles.  which  happily  may  be  confirmed,  by  obtainelng  through 
Your  Lordships  favour  ami  juste  reporte  of  His  Majestie  to  bee  allowed  and 
granted  to  them  those  following  Articles. 
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Seven  requests  nre  then  made  of  their  Majesties,  as  follows 

1.  The  approbation  of  Lelsler's  acts. 

2.  A  charter  for  New  York  City,  similar  to  thnt  of  Boston. 

S.  That  the  Government  of  Polity  and  Court  of  Justice.  Major  and  Sheriff*.  Alder 
men  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Ecclesiastical  persons  and  Government  may  bee 
•o  altered  and  regulated  with  Loyall  and  falthfull  persons  fit  for  Government,  and 
heartily  well  affected  to  our  Souveralgnes  King  William  and  gueen  Mary. 

4.  Careful   examination  of  the  Governor  appointed   or  to   be  appointed.   In    refer 
ence  to  his  disposition  toward   William  and   Marv. 

5.  That  Canada  should  be  seized  from  the  French. 

8.  That  New  York  may  be  provided  with  a  Commission,  of  executing  power 
against  all  Kebells,  Papists,  and  disaffected  persons,  and  oppose™  against  our 
Soveralgne  Lord  and  Lady  Kins  William  and  Queen  Mary  and  thelre  ble.s8ed  gov 
ernment  to  reduce  them  by  falre  and  Just  means,  to  obedience  and  loynllty. 

7.  An  earnest  examination  In  the  whole  business  of  affairs  In  New  York.  Col 
DOCB.  N.  Y.  ill.  629 -032. 

ACCOUNT  01-    K.\si<;.\   STOI/S   PROCEEDINGS. 

UJ&J,    Nov.   Hi. 

A  true  account  of  the  particular  proceedings,  acts  and  venturing  of  life  and  for 
tune  of  Joost  Stoll,  Inhabitant  and  citizen  of  New  Yorke  

deputed  Commissioner  for  London,  for  to  give  a  true  account 

of  the  revolution  as  has  been  there  and  the  reducement  thereof  to  thelre  snid  sacred 

Majesties  obedience for  securing  true  protestant   Kellgton  and 

welfare,  has  engaged  him  against  all  the  ill  designs  and  mnglnatlons  especially  of 
the  persons  of  the  late  Lieut.  Governor  Capt.  Nicholson  a  met-re  oppressor  of  that 
nation  and  a  certain  and  undoubted  ennemy,  to  their  sacred  Majesties  William  and 
Mary 


Secondly:  And  for  to  make  lawfull  and  orderly  proceedings  thereunto,  wee  pre- 
seuted  a  humble  petition  to  Coll.  Bayer  In  his  owne  hands,  who  gave  It  to  the 
Court,  contulnelnge  a  request  to  fortify  the  cltty  and  to  dlsarme  rapists,  Instead 
of  acceptance  thereof,  they  gave  us  for  answer,  that  wee  deserved,  that  six  or  seven 
persons  of  our  Assembly  should  be  hanged  for  our  palnes.  and  the  Captnlne  of 
the  vessel  that  brought  the  news  from  England  concerning  the  changing  of  the 
Government  there  was  by  order  of  Capt.  Nicholson  turned  out  of  doore  with  hard 
threat enlngB  and  scholdings. 

Thirdly:  By  which  behaviour  woe  saw  the  ill  Intentions  of  those  persons,  and 
their  adherents,  and  therefore  wee  resolved  for  the  behoofc  of  thelre  MnJentleH 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary  and  for  the  securltle  of  the  Inhabitant*,  to  make 
ourselves  masters  of  the  Fort  or  castle  which  was  not  In  state  of  great  defence, 
as  wee  happily  did. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  111.  <',:;:_>,  t*W. 


COLONEL  UAYAIM*  T«>  SIR  I-J-MIM*  AM>K<»>. 

New   York,    in  H'l.er  HM>. 

Leysler  tooke  yesterday  his  seate  In  \t>  Governor's  p. -we  at   Church,  with  n  largo 
carpet   before  him,   and   young   Hendrlek   ye   Looker   at    Coum-els.    In    Mr.    1'hllip's  or 
je   Counceis  pewe.      Henry   Cuyler   that    betrayed    ye    fort,    a    hilly    foul   nn<l 
Is  made  Major  of  ye  Regiment  ami  Gorlt  ye  Mnxnn*  Oipt.   In   his  n... 
Of  his  Councell   It  said   Is  one   Samuel   Staetn.    I'.    Lanoy.   Sam    Ed«nln   A 
borne   who   Is  alsoo   Sacretary.     The   Coinmltty    being    laid   nul-le.     I    wn.t.-   t..    Mr. 
West  for  to  have  another  coppy  of  the  occtirrances  made  If  ne,-<l   bee.      Col.    I»o,-g. 
N.  Y.  111.  <»«. 


•  Gerrlt  Duycklngk. 
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COLONEL  BAYARD  WROTE  AX  ELABORATE  ACCOUNT   OF   OrcrR- 
PENCES  ix  XEW  YORK  FROM  APRIL  TO  DECEMBER,  1689,  POR- 

TRAYIXG  THE  ABUSES  AXD  INSOLENT  CONDUCT  OF  JACOB  I.EISE- 

LER,  ETC. 

ABSTRACT. 

1689,  Dec.  13. 

He  refers  to  the  imprisonment  of  Andros  at  Boston;  of  the  Convention  in  New 
York;  of  the  fortifying  of  the  City;  of  the  usurpation  of  Lelseler,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  old  Council  to  stay  the  violence;  of  the  disposition  of  the  revenue;  of  the) 
lying  rumors  which  were  circulated;  of  the  pretence  that  Protestantism  was  in 
danger,  and  that  Lelsler  was  holding  the  government  for  William  and  Mary;  that 
Lieutenant  Governor  Nicholson  was  only  a  creature  of  the  Catholic  ex-Governor 
Dongan;  of  the  Collector  Plowman,  because  he  was  n  Papist;  of  the  fomenting 
of  discords  and  seizing  the  revenue  funds,  compelling  Bayard  to  flee  to  Albany; 
of  assaulting  many  of  the  most  respectable  citizens;  of  the  Illegal  formation  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  making  Leisler  Captain  of  the  Fort;  of  the  arbi 
trary  imprisonment  of  many  former  officials  arid  citizens; 

Item  they  have  alsoo  in  violation  of  the  said  Prerogative  and  In  Contempt  of 
their  Majesties  gracious  proclamation  of  the  1-Ith  of  February  last  (confirming 
all  Justices  of  ye  peace  being  Protestants)  usurped  the  power  to  Install  severall 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  to  dismisse  the  old  ones,  though  protestants  and  per 
sons  of  honnor  and  credit,  and  In  like  manner  they  have  also  acted  with  severall 
of  the  Chief  Military  Officers. 

Hem  thpy  have  exercised  their  Jurisdiction  not  only  in  the  C'ivill  and  Military, 
but  alsoo  In  the  Ecclesiastical  affairs  prescribing  to  the  severall  churches  rules' 
and  ordinances  and  enjoyned  them  by  threatenings  to  be  obedient  thereunto. 

That  they  deposed  the  lawful  city  officials  and  Installed  de  la  noy  as  mayor, 
and  compelled  Mayor  Corllandt  to  flee;  that  they  tried  to  seize  the  government 
of  Albany,  but  failed;  that  upon  Bayard's  return  to  New  York.  Leisler  sought  to 
arrest  him,  searching  for  him  everywhere;  entering  by  force  of  armes  and  makelng 
a  strict  search  Into  the  howse  of  the  said  Colonel  and  alsoo  In  that  of  Mr.  Mayor, 
and  of  1  ho  Minister  Domlne  Selyns  with  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  chlefo  howses 
in  i  he  Citty,  crying  out  that  they  would  have  the  said  Colonel  though  they  should 
fetch  him  fn.'ii  the  Gates  of  IIoll.  and  to  have  their  pleasure  with  him  with' 
several  of  the  like  exasperating  expressions.  Wherefore  the  said  Colonel  further 
resolved  to  obscundo  hiniselfc  till  releefe  from  England. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill. 
636-648. 

TKTEK  REVERDYE  TO  THE  1'isnop  OF  LONDON. 

30  December  1C89  from  the  downs. 

My  Lord.  The  two  ministers,  Mr.  Ware  and  Mr.  Boiceau,  have  been  beer  a 
great  while  waiting  for  a  convoy  for  Virginia  —  heer  are  some  now  Dutch  and 
English  bound  for  ihe  Canary's  —  we  doe  intend,  God  willing,  to  take  the  upor- 
tunite  —  (The  French  for  certain  have  a  designe  upon  New  York);  if  your  Lord 
ship  would  be  pleased  to  procure  the  Ki'ugs  letter  to  Captain  Jacob  Leisler,  now* 
Governor  there,  untill  the  Kings  Governor  doth  come,  to  order  him  to  secure  the 
place  untill  Col.  Slawter  cometh,  it  would  be  very  necessary:  there  two  hundred 
French  families  about  New  York  which  will  be  put  to  the  torture  if  the  French 
takes  itt.  They  came  out  of  Caroline,  St.  Christophes,  and  London.  I  hope  your 
Honour  will  commlsserate  our  condition,  my  family  being  one  of  them,  and  If 
the  Kings  letter  be  tow  long  to  procure,  Col.  Slawters  letter  may  doe  much  good, 
If  sent  to  me  aboard  the  Wm.  and  Mary,  John  Browne  Comr.  riding  in  the  Downes, 
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to  the  tlrst  place  I  shrill  Inn.l  in  Virginia.  I  shall  with  nil  diligence  take  h..rs,.  f. 
carry  such  an  order.  Col.  Slawter  will  ,,,,t  I,,-  ready  before  April.  although  hN 

appointment   Is  the   Huh   of   March;    what    inls«-!,l,.f  Is   lm,.|i I.    will   then   be  done 

I   pray   my   Lord   in  continuing   the-  charitable  a.-ts.   take  this   Int..  consideration  — 

If  our  ship  should  I,,,  gone  tmm  the  dow,,H  of  ,h m.uyc-H  will   take  more  sblpp* 

att  Plimouth;  the  letter  may  be  ordered  att  the  post  house  to  l,e  brought  on  board 
our  ship  — Wishing  health,  prosperlte  and  all  happlnesse  that  this  world  can- 
afford,  and  feliclte  in  the  world  to  come  to  your  Lordship.  I  remalne  Your  Honoura 
most  fnlthful  servant, 

(Signed)    1>.    lu-verdge.* 

I    hope   your   honour    will    be   pleased   to   remember    the   buslnesH  of   ,,ur   Minister, 
Mons.    l>aille.t    when   the   Covernour  cometh. —  Col.    Does.   N.    Y.    ill.   GTiO-1. 


A  XAKKATIVK  OF  Tin;  ( JKIEVANCKS  AND  OI-IMIESSIONS  CAFSKD  HY 
JACOB  LEYSLER  AND  1 1  is  ACCOMPLICES. 

This  document  Is  unsigned.  It  was  intended  to  present  It  to  the  Mayor's  Court. 
January  21,  1090,  but  owing  to  the  violence  of  LeMer  just  preceding.  It  was  deemed 
unwise  to  do  so.  It  was.  therefore,  secretly  printed  In  New  York  In  January  or 
February  1000,  and  subsequently  reprinted  |a  London.  it  must  be  remembered 
that  It  represents  the  extreme  view  of  the  ant  i  I.eisler  side. 

Abstract. 

The  writers  «,f  this  report  acknowledge  n,e  Happy  Revolution,  by  which  England 
had  been  delivered.  They  express  their  admiration  of  the  enterprise  ,,f  William 
of  Orange  in  behalf  of  the  1'roteslant  religion,  and  dedicate  their  lives  to  his  «er- 
vlce,  and  pray  for  the  Divine  blessing  on  his  reign.  Itut  they  express  ih.-lr 
abhorance  at  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  conduct  of  certain  men  In  New  York,  who 
had  usurped  authority  at  this  crisis.  Against  their  act.  they  protest. 

T'pon  the  tirst  rumor  of  the  Revolution.  Lieutenant  Governor  Nicholson  convened 
his  Council  with  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  ,,f  the  City,  and  certain  military 
men.  and  stated  the  ease.  He  proposed  to  allow  certain  train  bands  to  take  their 
turns  in  guarding  the  Fort;  ami  that  the  customs  e.dleeied  for  the  expenses  of  the 
government  should  now  be  used  for  putting  the  Fort  In  a  better  coiiditi'  n  against 
any  foreign  foe. 

Hut  Jacob  I.eisler.  Captain  of  one  of  the  train  bands  oppo-ed  this.  He  then  had 
a  ship  laden  with  wines  in  the  May  whose  duty  would  amount  to  about  mic  hun 
dred  pounds.  He  declined  to  pay  tills  as  the  Collect, ,r  was  a  Papist,  and  therefore 

not     IloW     (|i;alHled     to     receive     it.        Lelsler    then     tried     to    K,-:     the    people    of    the    enxt 

end  of   Long   Island  to  selxe  the  Fort,   under  the  pretence  that    then-   was  danger  of 
Iff   being  scl/ed    by   some    foreign    power.      Fxdted    by    tin-    recent    e\etits   at    |'..,ston. 


•  1'eter  Heverdy.      lie   was  a   I'reneh    I'roiesiaiit.   and   Is  mentioned   In     'The   UCMI 
lutlon  In   New   England  Just  Hied  ".   p.  -II.   m-publlshed   In   Force's   HlMtorlcnl  Tracts. 
I'..,)  as  having  been    the  author  of   Memoirs   «-onc< -rnln^   Sir   Kdmund    Andron. 

•  Rev.    I'eter   I»allle   was f  the  earliest    ministers  c.inne.-ti-d    with    tlie    Fn-ii'-h 

protestantH   <>t   the   city    of    New    \«rk.      He    In.  lined    Lelsler'n   dUtdfiiHcn-    In    l»;t«», 

and    had    Btibseqnently    some    dlffen-iici.    with    his cremation    (New     York    IK..-U. 

mentury    Hlstorv.    hvo..    li.,     «.'{'_';    III..    'i7\    IMTi.    whl.-h    caiihed    him    t«.    reiiinxe    to 
Ho«ton    where   he   IH   mentioned   In    I*'.!"!,    as    having   ••hark''-   of   a   Ho.-b-ty    »t    French 
refugeeK.      Mather's    MngnallJi.    UT.      He   and    his    wife,    who    preceded    l.lm    by    nine 
years,    were    Interred    In    the    <Jr:mnry    burying    grounil,    Jtoston.       He    wan   a    piTftnn 
J.f  ^'rent   piety  and  charity;  of  affable  nnd  "courteous  b.-havl-.r.   and  of  mi  exemplary 
life   nnd  conversation.      He   was   mm-h    lamented,   especially    by    his   Hock.      :t   Mns«n 
rhusetts    HlHtorlcal    Society's    Colieet  Ions.    II.    :.         See    also    Italrd'h    IMi-rn-    I'nllle. 
and  Corwln's  Manual. 
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with  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Governor  Andros,  they  liked  the  idea,  and. 
about  eighty  men.  with  this  object  in  view  came  as  far  west  ns  Jamaica.  Three 
of  them  came  on  to  the  City  nnd  had  a  meeting  with  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council,  Leisler  being  present,  when  they  went  away  satisfied  and  returned  to  their 
homes. 

A  rumor  was  now  started,  presumably  by  Leisler,  to  murder  all  the  attendants' 
of  the  Dutch  Church  on  a  certain  Sunday  morning.  Leisler  stirred  up  the  people 
to  resist  such  a  massacre,  although  all  was  a  pure  invention.  Consequently  on  the 
Friday  before  a  baud  of  armed  men  demanded  that  Leisler  should  be  their  Captain. 
He  finally  arranged  that  one  Stoll  should  take  his  place.  They  marched  to  the 
Fort  and  demanded  admittance.  It  was  all  understood  beforehand,  and  a  certain 
Eenry  Cuyler,  the  Captain  of  the  train-baud  for  that  day,  after  a  show  of  re 
sistance,  admitted  them  to  their  mutual  satisfaction. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Nicholson  was  somewhat  startled  at  this  transaction. 
Leisler  Is  joyfully  received  into  the  Fort,  and  a  consultation  is  held  how  they  are 
to  get  possession  of  the  keys  of  the  Treasury.  A  squad  of  men  was  sent  to  the 
City  Hall,  and  compelled  Nicholson  to  surrender  them.  Leisler  was  proclaimed 
Colonel.  The  Governor  and  Council  now  resolved  to  remove  the  moneys  from  the 
Fort  to  the  House  of  Fred  Phillips,  one  of  the  Council,  but  Leisler  and  his  friends 
refused  to  surrender  them.  The  Captains  of  vessels  were  now  obliged  to  go  to  the 
Fort,  and  have  their  papers  publicly  examined.  The  Captains  of  the  train  bands 
now  all  signed  a  paper  that  it  was  their  purpose  to  defend  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  they  would  hold  the  Fort  for  William  and  Mary  until  their  Majesties'  further 
orders.  A  Committee  of  Safety  was  therefore  appointed  and  Leisler  was  made 
Captain  of  the  Fort.  He  considered  that  he  was  now  ready  to  domineer  in  all 
things,  ecclesiastical,  civil  and  military.  He  was  very  arbitrary  and  paid  no 
attention  to  law  or  legal  proceedings.  He  was  afraid  of  a  regular  civil  organiza 
tion,  and  was  especially  anxious  to  allow  no  Papist  to  remain  in  any  office. 

"  The  malice  of  this  man's  spirit  hath  been  so  general  against  all  that  would 
not  say  as  he  did,  that  the  Dutch  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Churches  within  this 
Province,  have  not  escaped  the  lash  of  his  inveterate  tongue.  Nor  hath  his  en 
deavors  been  wanting  to  create  the  same  disorders  and  confusion  in  Church  as  he 
hath  already  done  in  Government  ". 

He  broke  up  the  Assembly  of  the  Commissioners  on  Customs,  formerly  appointed 
Oy  the  Governors  and  Council,  and  drove  them  out  of  the  Custom  House,  and  Col. 
Bayard  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  Many  were  despoiled  of  their  goods,  and 
very  many  arbitrary  arrests  were  made,  and  the  right  of  habeas  corpus  was 
denied. 

On  August  2o,  1GSO,  Jacob  Milbourne  arrived  from  England,  who  excited  the 
people  by  misrepresenting  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  England.  He  said  that 
William  was  an  elective  King,  and  only  the  servant  of  his  subjects.  The  people 
were  led  to  claim  that  they  were  imitating  William.  A  Committee  of  Safety  was 
now  elected,  by  a  small  vote,  in  all  the  counties.  New  city  officials  were  also  now 
chosen,  Peter  de  la  Noy  becoming  Mayor.  Milbourne  was  sent  to  Albany  with  tifty 
men,  to  carry  out  similar  changes  there,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  very  summarily. 

The  parties  writing  this  account  hoped  that  upon  receipt  of  letters  from  the* 
King,  these  evils  might  have  an  end;  but  as  the  said  letters,  when  received,  were 
directed  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Nicholson,  or  whoever  was  in  authority,  Leisler 
claimed  everything  for  himself;  and  although  the  members  of  the  former  Council 
asserted  that  the  letters  were  meant  for  them,  Leisler  only  abused  them  for  the 
suggestion,  and  proclaimed  that  he  was  now  Governor  by  virtue  of  the  King's  let 
ter.  He  now  enforced  the  laws  of  Assembly  under  Dongan,  concerning  revenue 
and  taxes,  although  these  had  been  annulled  by  James  II.  when  he  became  King. 
Of  all  this  the  party  writing  this  letter  bitterly  complained.  They  declare  their 
Joyful  .--ubmissiou  to  William  and  Mary,  but  besought  for  a  lawful  Governor  and 
some  redress  for  all  their  wrongs.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  UG3-t3S4. 
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LIEUTENANT  GOVERXOB  LKISLKI;  AND  (\>r.\<-iL  TO  TIIK  BISHOP  OK 

SALISBURY. 

7th  January,  1089  [1090]  Fort  William  in  Xe\v  York. 

May  it  please  Your  Lordship:  According  to  our  bounden 
duty,  and  as  we  were  capacitated,  did  most  humMy  present  our 
addresses  to  their  most  excellent  Majesties,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  as  also  some  particulars  of  our  undertak 
ings,  and  how  far  we  had  proceeded  in  delivering  and  reforming 
this  miserable  province  from  the  direfull  state  it  was  inth railed, 
through  the  arbitrary  ami  illegal  Commissions  granted  by  tho 
late  King  James,  unto  his  Lieutenant,  or  Governors,  Namely, 
Colonel  Thomas  Pongan,  a  profest  Papist;  whose  council!  con 
sisting  of  seven,  himself e  with  anv  live  thereof  had  the  legisla 
tive  power  to  make  and  disanull  Laws,  and  did  levy  money  - 
yea  very  considerable  sums,  upon  the  Kings  subjects.  Which 
said  commission  being  supercedcd  by  a  letter  from  the  said  King, 
empowering  Sir  Edmund  Andros  to  joyn  this  Colony  with  more 
adjacent  places,  to  Xew  England:  (though  bought  of  the  Puke 
of  Y'ork  with  conditions  to  le  distinct  from  the  rest:)  and  that 
a  Council!,  thirty  odd  in  number,  being  nominated,  seven  thereof 
with  the  said  Governour  had  the  legislative  power  to  act  as  afore 
said,  taking  remarkable  e  fleet  as  is  humbly  presented  to  your 
Lordshipps  view  pr.  paper  No.  1.  flaking  choice  and  alluring 
by  benefitts  of  most  of  the  principall  persons  amongst  us,  who 
fearing  the  then  Ixegall  terror,  and  embracing  the  present  tempta 
tions,  became  cvill  instruments  and  lieively  devoted  to  great 
prejudice  of  his  present  .Majesties  interest  and  our  tranquility; 
which  hath  too  much  prevailed  and  ohtainrd  upon  many  honest 
and  well  minded  people  even  to  this  day,  a  tast  of  which  is  hum 
bly  offered  your  Lordshipps  pr.  paper  No.  L>,  relating  the  be 
haviour  of  Coll.  "Bayard. 

That  our  adversaryes  should  not  overpower  us  by  their  crafty 
devices,  wee  caused  writts  to  issue  forth  for  free  election*  by 
the  People,  for  civil  and  Military  Ofliccrs,  with  a  formall  paper 
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for  the  said  Electors  to  subscribe  Xo.  3;  which  took  effect,  the 
major  part  signing,  notwithstanding  all  diligence  and  endeavours 
by  King  James's  party,  were  used  to  the  contrary;  upon  returne 
whereof,  the  Justices  and  other  Officers  were  de  novo  establish! 
to  great  regret  of  the  former  and  Associates,  who  are  encouraged 
by  the  correspondence  continued  between  Sir  Edmund  Andres's 
party  at  Boston,  and  them,  which  can  not  be  yet  prevented,  al 
though  some  persons  have  been  detected,  and  pacquetts  inter 
cepted;  It  would  be  too  troublesome  to  enumerate  the  pernicious 
and  inhuman  practices  of  Sir  Andros,  but  cannot  omitt  his  base 
undertaking  with  the  Infidels,  as  pr.  the  paper  Xo.  4.  may  be 
seen;  who  substituted  an  instrument,  like  himselfe,  one  Francis 
Xicolson,  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  his  absence,  who  together  with 
Mr.  Lines,  the  pretended  protestant  Minister,  and  their  accom 
plices,  sent  to  England  a  formal  submission  to  their  Majesties 
Government;  notwithstanding  which,  in  their  Assembly  they  did 
not  continue  praying  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  God 
would  give  K.  flames  victory  over  hi>  Knnemies  having  discovered 
their  inclinations  by  sundry  expressions  and  actings  as  in  some 
part  may  appeare  to  Your  Lordshipp.  pr.  the  paper  Xo.  5  and  6. 
distaining  in  the  most  contemptuous  manner  his  Hss.  3rd  dec 
laration. 

Albany  and  some  part  of  Ulster  County  have  chiefly  with 
stood  us,  being  influenced  by  Coll.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Steph.  Van 
Cortlandt:  (the  later  was  Mayor  the  last  year  of  this  Citty:)  who 
at  the  celebrating  of  the  Prince  of  Whales's  birth,  sacrificed  his 
hat,  peruke,  etc.,  although  professing  the  Reformed  Religion, 
both  which,  to  void  the  indignation  of  the  Citizens,  escaped  to  Al 
bany  aforesaid,  inciting  them  to  their  perseverance  under  Sir  Ed 
mund  Andros  Commissions,  assuring  his  continuation;  which  suit 
ing  their  circumstances,  (having  invaded  the  Kings,  as  well  as 
other  mens  lands  etc.)  wrought  accordingly: — Soon  after  the 
French,  with  considerable  numbers  of  their  Allyed  Indians, 
alarmed  them  by  threatening  to  attack  Albany  aforesaid,  which 
awakened  the  neighbours  of  New  England,  and  upon  their  notice, 
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woe  sent  fifty  men  with  armcs  and  powder  etc.,  what  could  ho 
spared  under  the  direction  of  a  person  acquainted  with  the  place 
and  people,  in  hopes  that  upon  such  an  occasion  to  have  found 
them  of  more  suitable  disposition,  to  embrace  proposals  for  their 
peace  and  securing  His  Majesties  County:  which  were  readily 
embraced  by  the  Generality  of  the  Citizens  and  Planters,  saving 
such  who  stiled  themselves  a  convention,  who  resolved  to  persist 
in  their  former  practices: — But  eighty  men  from  Xew  England 
aforesaid,  and  the  rest  well  effected  to  keep  the  place  in  such  a 
good  posture  that  whenever  the  Ennemy  approacheth  (by  Mod's 
assistance)  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  cannot  hurt  us,  being 
at  least  six  hundred  men,  and  a  fort  conveniently  placed,  of 
fourteen  gunns  to  add  to  our  defence. 

Things  arriving  to  this  head,  Colonel  Thomas  Dongan,  the 
former  Governor,  being  at  his  farme  on  lx>ng  Island,  gave  great 
encouragements  to  the  former  Civill  and  Military  <  Mlicers  by  hold 
ing  Caballs  at  his  bowse  and  other  places  adjacent,  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  this  Fort  of  Xew  York;  AYce  being  timely  adver 
tised,  did  consult  the  best  method  for  securing  that  post,  and  dis 
appoint  them;  which  concluded  by  joyning  in -a  tinn  association, 
and  is  humbly  Offered  your  Lordshipp  by  NTo.  7.  Copyes  of  which 
being  sent  to  the  other  ( 'oimtyes,  so  netled  the  Conspirators,  that 
they  used  all  possible  arts  to  prevent  signing,  but  wrought  not 
with  that  force  as  was  intended;  although  it  lessened  our  number, 
but  obtained  the  .Major  part  by  \vhoine  we  do  not  in  the  least 
doubt  our  security:— Though  many  resort  to  our  Neighbours  of 
East  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  being  many  Quakers  in  these 
parts,  who  (without  abusing  them:)  encourage  it'  ii"i 
Roman  Catholnpies  :  and  most  of  our  Calamilie 
truly  indebted  to  them,  covering  their  pernicious  practic.- 
their  blind  scruples,  and  impudent  interpretations,  depending 
still  upon  and  asserting  Mr.  IVu  to  be  a  person  of  undoubted  sin 
cerity:  in  the  Meantime  they  ad\ance  the  Interest  of  King  .lames, 
ami  sav  that  all  comn.i  —  ion-  are  g 1  to  thi-  day,  <  '<  -iiel  '1  ..\vnly 
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and  others  committing  riot  upon  our  Justices  bordering  next  to 
them,  owning  none  save  King  James,  openly  drinking  his  health 
etc.,  which  we  hope  in  due  time  to  subdue. 

And  thus,  Right  Reverend  Lord,  stood  things  till  December 
9th.  His  Majesties  letters  arrived  in  which  are  Xo.  8.,  some  of 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  councill  attending  —  The  Messenger:  (al 
though  the  Captain  Xicolson  was  gone:)  expected  their  names 
might  be  inserted,  and  thereby  to  challenge  them,  wdiich  was  pre 
vented  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Jacob  Leisler  pr.  paper  Xo.  9. 
so  elected,  and  the  next  day  their  Majesties  a  second  time  were 
proclaimed,  (Scotland  being  formerly  omitted:)  in  due  forme, 
solemnity  and  extent  of  our  ceremonies,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  people:  A  councill  forthwith  were  chosen  out  of  such  who 
had  faithfully  served  King  William's  interest,  and  endeavoured 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  province,  securing  His  Majesties 
revenue:  (according  to  Act  of  Assembly:)  by  two  orders  Xo.  10. 
which  were  abused  by  pamphletts  Xo.  11,  and  others  tearing  and 
defacing  the  same:  one  of  which  actore  is  taken,  and  by  his 
example  the  rest  are  suppressed.  The  next  step  was  to  settle  the 
Magistracy  and  appoint  commissioners  of  Judicature  in  the  re 
spective  counties  according  to  our  Laws,  and  proceeded  to  estab 
lish  the  Militia,  in  all  which  endifferent  success  attends  us;  not 
questioning  to  settle  all  things  in  reasonable  method,  considering 
our  circumstances,  so  that  Majesties  fort  and  this  city,  with  other 
parts  of  the  province,  may  be  supported,  and  contingent  expences 
may  be  defrayed  out  of  revenue,  which  we  are  resolved  to  col 
lect  (though  we  are  sensible  of  great  opposicon:)  according  to 
His  Majestys  requirements,  and  as  our  duty  cnjoyes  us. —  When 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  here,  with  Secretary  Randolph,  most  of 
the  Records,  Bookes,  papers,  and  scale,  which  belonged  to  this 
province,  were  transmitted  to  Boston.  Whereby  we  are  incapaci 
tated  to  present  your  Lordship  with  such  a  state  of  things  as  be 
comes  the  case,  and  our  duty,  having  adventured  to  make  a  new 
scale  for  the  province,  altering  the  Duke  of  York's  coronet,  and 
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placing  the  crowne  of  England  in  its  stead.  Nothing  can  abate 
our  service,  except  the  want  of  twenty  live  Canon  of  twenty  four 
pound  Calaber,  firelock  Musketts,  Pistolls,  .Bandolier,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pound  powder,  match,  Handgranadoes,  Bayonetts,  Crow 
feet,  etc.,  with  forty  pound  weight  of  muskett  bullets,  in  case  tho 
French  visit  us  in  the  spring,  which  might  be  expected;  and  hope 
his  Majesties  will  afford  the  same  pr.  some  small  vessell,  forthwith, 
untill  further  resolutions  are  taken  concerning  us,  as  to  his 
princely  wisdome  shall  seeme  meet. 

Right  Reverend  Lord: 

O 

Since  the  foregoing:   (by  stopping  a  letter  carrier,  bound  for 
Boston,  who  took  in  Adversary's  packett  at  Coll.  .Morris,  his  ho\\>o, 
who  is  a  Quaker  at  convenient  distance  from  Xew  York:  the  said 
Morris  hath  entertained  and  countenanced  that  party  with  great 
encouragements  ever  since  these  Revolucions:)  have  obtained  sev- 
erall  letters  under  Xo.    12.   whereby  your    Fx>rdshipp   may   per 
ceive  the  horrible  devices  they  can  invent,  as  is  particularly  ex 
pressed  in  Coll.  Bayard's  letter  to  John  West,  of  a  plot  to  Mas 
sacre  them  on  Xew  Years  day,  which  should  be  t«>ld  him  by  \  an 
Cortlands  wife,   who,  he    terms   the    Maym-csse;   whereupon    we 
found  out  said  Bayard  and   seized   him:    but  on  notice   thereof, 
said  Cortlandt  and  his  wife  lied,  whither  not  yet   knowne,  with 
other  particulars  wickedly  suggested,  and  his  reflections  on  those 
of  Boston,  in  despight   of  His  .Majesties    Royall   approbation  of 
what  they  have  done  with  purport  to  blacken  us  at.  home;  but  when 
he  came  before   us,    would    not    owne   any   of   his    writings   which 
wee  can  sufficiently  prove   upon   him: — The   other  person   most 
dangerous  was  AVilliam  Xicolls,  whose  letters  are  under  the  same 
Xo.   12:   the  one  taken   with   the  carrier,  the  other   found   in  his 
pocket;    the    first    directed    to    I-'arwell,    a  notorious    criminal    at 
Boston;  tho  other,  threatens,  Pistolling,  poysonning,  ponyarding 
etc.,  the  posterity  of  the  Commander  I.eisler:  who  likewise  would 
not  owne  any  of  said  papers  although  taken  under  such  evident 
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circumstances,  both  which  persons  wee  doubt  not  but  to  con 
dign!  v  punish.  The  other  letter  was  written  by  said  Coll.  Bayard 
and  indited  for  Major  Brockholes,  a  profest  Papist,  and  hath  been 
of  Coll.  Pongans  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros's  councill,  whereby 
your  Lordship  may  perceive  what  correspondence  there  is  yet 
between  them;  and  many  others,  by  virtue  of  their  former  com 
missions,  ride  armed  in  an  hostile  manner  encourageing  the  people 
to  rebellion,  whomc  wee  doubt  not  but  in  short  time  to  surpresse; 
having  had  such  good  successe  in  this  City,  that  most  of  the  sus 
pected  are  fled  into  the  next  colony  amongst  the  Quakers;  what 
their  further  proceedings  will  be  time  will  teach  —  Trusting  in 
God  and  our  Loyall  forces  to  quash  all  their  attempts,  nor  doubt 
ing  but  such  persons  who  hav  been  the  instruments  of  our 
miseryes  and  oppressions  shall  be  perverted  from  obtaining  places 
againe  whereby  they  may  be  impowered  to  revenge  themselves: 
(as  the  said  Bayard  by  his  letter:)  is  in  expectation. 

The  Expectation  wee  have  of  His  Majesties  gracious  acceptance 
of  what  according  to. our  duty  and  capacityes  wee  have  done  al 
ready  and  shall  proceed  in,  through  your  Lordship's  assistance, 
under  God,  being  our  sole  dependence;  wee  doubt  not  but  to  ac- 
quitt  ourselves  as  becometh  true  Christians,  Loyall  subjects  and 
faithful  to  His  Majesties  interest,  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
this  province: — praying  for  your  Lordship's  long  life  and  ever 
lasting  happynesse,  subscribe 

Kight  Reverend  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servants  and 
supplicants  in  behalfe  of  the  rest. 
Jacob  Leisler 

Pi-  I).    T.M    Moy  (nV  ]n  Xoy) 
.loliainu  s    IVniiciiv    (Vermelje) 
Benjamin  Blague 
Samuel   Plants  (Staats) 
Jacob  Milborne,  Secretary. 
C<»1.  !)<><-.  X.  V.  iii.  O.Vi-7. 
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SKCKKT  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  (lovi.i;.\<>i;  Si.on;im-:i:.  so  FA;;  AS  TIIKY 

RKI.ATK   To    UKI.IC.IO.N. 

You  shall  take  care  that  Cod  Almighty  be  devoutly  nnd  duly  served  throughout 
your  Government :  The  Hook  of  Common  Prayer  MS  It  Is  now  established,  read  each 
Sunday  and  Ilolyday,  and  the  blessed  Sacrament  administered  a.-.-..rdl!>g  to  th- 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England ;  You  shall  be  careful  that  the  Chun  hes  already 
built  there,  shall  be  well  and  orderly  kept  and  more  built  a*  the  Colony  shall  by 
(lotl's  blessing  be  improved;  and  that  beside,  a  competent  maintenance  to  b- 
assigned  to  the  .Ministers  of  each  Orthodox  ('lum-h,  a  convenient  hous-  to  be  built 
:it  the  common  charge  for  each  Minister,  and  competent  proportion  of  Land 
assigned  him  for  a  <;iebe  and  exercise  of  ins  Industry. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  the  Parishes  be  so  limitted  and  settled  ns  y,,-i  shall 
tlud  most  convenient  for  Hie  accomplishing  this  Cood  work. 

Our  \Yill  and  Pleasure  is,  That  no  .Mini.Mcr  be  preferred  by  you  to  any  Kcclesl- 
astical  r>eneiice  in  that  our  Province,  without  a  Certlticate  fr-iiu  the  Klxht 
Heverend.  the-  P.ishop  of  London,  of  his  l.eln^  conformalile  to  th,-  I»octrlne  and 
IMscipline  of  tlic  Church  of  Kn-land.  and  of  a  yo,,d  life  and  conversion. 

Ar.d  If  any  Person  preferred  already  to  a  P.i-neiice  shall  appear  to  you  to  ^'l\e 
brand. il  tiilur  by  his  I>..ctrine  or  Manners,  you  are  to  use  tin-  I.esi  meai.cs  for  th- 
rein. Mall  of  him.  and  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  such  manner  as  we  have  directed. 
And  also  our  Pleasure  is.  that  in  the  direction  of  all  Church  affairs,  the  ndnlstep 
be  admitted  into  the  respective  \'c>try.«. 

And  to  the  end  the  Ecclesiastical  .luris.M.M  io:i  of  the  said  Illsh-.p  ..f  London  may 
take  place  in  that  our  Province  as  far  as  conveniently  may  be;  We  do  thlrik  litt 
that  you  ^'i'.e  all  Countenance  and  encoura^cij..-iit  in  the  e.\erd>e  of  the  came.  i-\ 
coptln^  only  to  the  collating  to  P.eiielices,  (iraniiny  Licenses  for  marriages  itn.l 
i'robates  of  Wills,  which  we  have,  reserved  to  you  our  C,o\.-rnor.  and  to  the  Com 
mander  in  chief  for  the  time  being. 

You  art?  to  take  especial  care  that  a  Table  of  Marriages  established  by  1 1m 
Canons  of  the  Church  of  England  be  hung  up  in  all  orthodox  Churches  and  d-ily 
observed. 

We  do  further  direct  that  no  School  Master  be  henceforth  permitted  to  come 
from  Kn^land  and  to  keep  school  within  our  Pro-,  ince  of  New  York  without  the. 
Liccn.-c  of  the  said  lii.-hop  of  London,  and  that  no  other  person  now  there,  orlh.it 
hhall  com.-  irom  other  pans  be  admitted  to  keep  school  without  your  Lid-use  Mrnt 
had. 

You  are  to  take  care  I M  unkcnness  and  Debauchery,  swearing  and  |{l:isph-iiiy  b«- 
.severely  punished,  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  Publkk  Trust  and  Imidoyuient. 
whose  ill  Fame  and  C.,n\  ersatloii  may  briiiK  scandnll  thereupon. 


You    shall   administer,    or   cause   to    be   adminls|,-re.I.    the   itaihs   a|.|.ointed    by    Act 
of    Parliament    to  be  taken,   Instead   of   the   Oaths  uf  allegiance   and    Stipr.-n 
the  Test,    tr.   the   members  and   «»!llcers  of  our   Counclll.    to   all   Judges  and   JiifllceH. 
ami   all   other   Persons    that    hold   any   oillce   In  our  said    Province   by    vertne   of   any 
I'atent  under  our  <Jivat  Seal  of  KiiK'land  or  our  Seal  <.f  our   Pn. \lnce  of   Ni-w    York. 

And  you  are  to  permit!  a  liberty  of  Conscience  to  nil  IVr-ons  (except  pnpUtHi 
so  they  be  cont. -nti-.l  with  a  <|ulet  and  Peaceable  enjoyment  of  It.  not  k'l\li>*  ofTen.-e 
or  scandall  to  tin-  <  ;.,•  ernmetit.  --  C.d.  Ho---.  N.  Y.  III.  «.^.  f.v.i. 
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CLASSIS  or  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Hev.  Godfridus  Dellius  to  Daniel  Van  Suylesteyn,  of  England, 
March  3  (or  8)  1G90. 

CA  large  part  of  this  letter  is  mutilated  and  quite  illegible.  It 
appears  to  be  directed  to  a  Mr.  Van  Suylesteyn,  first  stable-master 
of  the  King  ("William  III).  It  seems  to  have  given  a  pretty  full 
statement  of  the  sufferings  and  tyranny  to  which  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  had  been  subjected,  during  the 
government  of  Jacob  Leisler,  and  besought  his  intervention  with 
the  King.) 

WARRANT  TO  PAY  A  CHA PLAIN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS  FOR  I^EW 

YORK. 

1690,  March  13. 

Whereas.  We  have  thought  fit  to  make  and  Pass  an  Establishment  for  two  foot 
companies  to  be  employed  In  our  Province  of  New  York  in  America  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  monies  appointed  for  the  Pay  of  the  Land  Forces  within  our  Kingdome  of 
England  according  to  the  Rates  therein  mentioned.  And  being  informed  that  there 
will  nccrue  a  surplusage  of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  three  pounds  four  shillings  and 
eleven  pence  or  there  abonts,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  P:  Cent  by  the  difference  of  the 
money  or  value  of  money  currant  in  our  said  Province.  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is, 
hereby  further  to  appoint  a  Chaplain  for  the  said  Two  Companies  at  the  rate  of 
six  Bhilllngs  and  eight  pence  P.  Diem.  A  Chirurgeon  etc. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  ill. 
G91. 

AGENTS  AT  ALBANY  TO  GOVERNMENT   OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1G90,  March  120. 

Wee  found  that  the  French  gained  much  upon  the  Indians  by  sending  their 
Clergyman  amongst  them,  not  so  miu'h  to  convert  their  souls  as  their  beaver  and 
other  trade  to  Canada;  yet  by  their  familiarity  and  cnntinuall  converse,  insinuated 
into  the  minds  of  the  Fleathen  and  prevailed  much,  woe  move  that  your  honors  be 
pleased  to  persuade  some  of  your  young  divines  to  undertake  to  instruct  the 
Indians,  especially  ye  Maquase,  in  the  true  Protestant  Religion;  since  divers  have 
an  inclination  to,  itt  Oue  being  by  the  great  pains  and  industry  of  Our  Minister. 
Domine  Dellius,  brought  so  far  that  he  made  his  publick  confession  in  the  Church, 
at  Albany  to  every  body's  admiration  and  was  baptized  accordingly. 


Robert  Livingstone,  Gerrit  Teunise,  Thos.  Carton. —  Col.  Docs.   X.  Y.   iii.  <><»>. 
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LEISLER  WHITES  TO  THE  KIN»,. 

On  March  31,  1  »>!*).  Lelsler  wrote  to  King  William,  giving  an  account  of  affair.* 
tip  to  January  1*189  (ItJ'.K)).  Under  same  date  he  wrote  a  lengthy  letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  Salisbury,  giving  an  account  of  the  massacre  at  Scheneetady.  an  follows: 

Hist    March    liV.m 

"  May  it  please  your  Lordship:  Tin-  foregoing  being  sent  via  Hoston  pr  the 
Agents  for  New  England  which  we  hop.-  an-  safely  arrived  ,-r.-  this  date.  we  ta**- 
leave  to  add.  that  a  certain  village  named  SehaneHitede  twenty  four  Miles  to  the 
Northwanl  of  Albany  on  Saturday  tin-  l»i  h  of  l-V!>niary  last  nliout  eleven  ocloek  at 
night  came  two  hundred  I'rcii'-h  and  Indians  near  on.-  hundred  each  and  attac.p-d 
the  same  whilst  it  snowed  thick,  barbarously  destroyed  the  Inhabitants,  ai:  being 
Dutch:  they  murthered  sixty  persons,  and  bore  away  wi;h  them  twenty  seven 
prisoners,  wounding  some  others  so  that  there  remained  but  about  on<-  sixth  part 
of  them  having  their  catiel.  goods  and  provisions  destroyed  and  wrested  fr.im 
them,  the  remnant  sheltering  themselves  at  Albany,  where  Is  provision  m:idc  for 

tliem    from    New    Yorkt Being   alarmed    by    the   daily   expectations   of   the    French 

and  Indians  at  Mont  Real,  endeavouring  to  obtaine  upon  the  ally.-il  Indians  with 
us.  \  i/..  the  Maequaes,  Onyedaun<.  onondadcs,  Cayougai-s.  Slnnekacs  and  Mahe 
kauders  who  have  espoused  our  pause,  we  have  appointed  persons  to  meet  them  at 
Albany  In  a  few  days  to  consult  our  best  way  to  Intercept  the  Knnemb-s  march; 
The  Macquaes  having  given  us  proofe  of  their  fidelity  and  courage  by  p,  rsulng 
those  who  destroyed  Scheiiedit ede  even  near  their  own  home,  inking  and  slaying 
twenty  li\e  of  them  who  lagged  in  the  reare.  and  promised  to  ray-,-  more  than  one 
thousand  Men  of  theirs  to  joine  with  four  hundred  of  ..ur-  which  w«-  ha\c-  n.-ar' 
raised  for  that  intent  ".— Col.  Hoes.  N.  V.  lii.  Too. 


WAUKANT  TO  GOVEI:NUU  Si.ori.iii  KK  TO  \'>\.   rin    SEAL  ••!•    XK\V 

^  olIK. 

1-;:««».    M.'.v    1 

To  our  Trusty   and    w.-llbeloved    Henry   Slou-liier   K,,J..   01  r   Capfilu   General   a:;<l 
Governor    MI    Chief    «,f    our    Province    of    New    York,    and    th-    Territories    .1.  ;, ending 

thereon   in   America,    «;i-eetin:,'.      Herewith    you    will    r ive   a    Seal    appi.tntr.l    by    I  > 

for  the  use  of  our  Province  of  New  Vorke  and  the  Territories  depending  tli-.-.-on  in 
America,  tho  same  being  engraved  on  the  on,-  side  with  our  Koyal  I-:iTegb->.  and 
two  Indians  kneeling  and  offering  presents  unto  I's.  with  our  Royal  Tlib-s  roi.nd  t|,,. 
circumference  of  the  said  Seal:  and  on  the  oilier  side  with  <>ur  royal  Anne-.,  with 
the  (Jarter.  Crown.  Supporters  and  Motto,  and  tills  liiM-rlptlon  round  the  <  IP 
ference.  Slglllum  Trovinciae  Nostrae  N<.\l  Eboracl  in  America,  which  wild  Seal. 
We  do  hereby  authorize  and  direct  to  be  used  In  the  sealing  all  Patents  an  1  pul. 

lick    Grants   of   lands   and    all    Publb  U    Act.s    and    Instru nt>    which    .shall    be    made 

and    passed    in    our    name    and    for    our    service    within    our    said    Pro\ln.-e    mid    Hi- 

Territories    depi-ndln-    tln-r and    that    it    be    to    all    Intents    mid    purpose*    of    t!i<- 

same  force  and  Validity,  as  any  former  Seal  within  -eir  Province,  or  as  any  ..th.-r 
Seal  whatsoever  appoint,  d  for  the  ;:se  of  any  of  ,.-:r  Plantations  In  Amerl--,i.  Ati-l 
so  we  bid  you  farewell.  (Jlveii  at  our  Court  at  Kensliu-Mn  the  thirty  llr-^t  day  of 
May  ir.'.xi.  In  ;h,-  Second  y-ar  of  ,.ur  R.-i^n. 

Uy    hi-    MaJ, -sty's    foinmiiiid. 

The   copy    of   the   pr-c.-diiig    Warrant.    In    the   Secretary's   »»fUce.    In    P.ook    of    «',,i 

missions.    II..     US.    has    the    signature    •    William     R     .     at     t  !i nmenc.-ment.     and 

-  Nottingham  "   at    the  end   of   the   document.       Col.    I),,,-,.    N.    V.    ill     7'J.t 
til', 
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REVEREND  FATHER  LAMBERVILLE  TO  THE  REVEREND  FATHER 

MILET. 

(Translated  from  the  Latin.) 

May  G,  1G90. 
Reverend  Father.      Pax  Christ! : — 

May  the  Lord  have  pity  on  you  and  send  you  aid  from  on  High, 
that  you  may  be  able,  with  a  strong  heart  and  willing  mind,  to 
walk  day  and  night  in  His  law,  since  you  daily  mortify  yourself 
for  the  glory  of  His  name ;  for  you  have  become  a  prisoner  on 
account  of  your  great  charity  towards  the  Indians,  and  for  the 
salvation  of  souls ;  for  when  you  were  called  by  them  to  pray  to 
the  Lord  for  a  sick  Squaw,  they  then  took  you  prisoner,  and  this 
is  the  cause  of  your  captivity. 

You  are  aware,  and  God  is  our  witness,  that  as  long  as  we  have 
had  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  we  had  no  other  intentions  than 
the  salvation  of  souls,  and  the  existence  of  peace,  as  well  with  the 
English  as  between  the  French  and  Indians;  but  it  has  happened, 
that  they  are  turned,  by  the  artifice  of  the  Devil  and  by  Envy  to 
the  destruction  of  those  souls  which  Christ  has  redeemed  with  his 
own  blood.  We  pray  that  He  may  quickly  conciliate  the  English 
and  French,  and  free  them  from  the  wickedness  of  wars. 

We  send  you  by  him,  who  is  called  L'Outarde,  paper  and  pow 
der,  which,  when  mixed  with  water,  will  make  ink.  Thus,  with 
permission  of  the  Indians,  you  will  be  able  to  write  to  us.  We 
also  send  you  clothes  to  cover  you,  and  golden  coin  for  the  pur 
chase  of  a  woolen,  or  any  other  cloak,  or  garment  you  may  need. 
But  we  have  no  news  except  that  Domine  Dellius,  the  minister 
at  Albany,  an  honest  man  and  well  disposed  towards  us,  told  a 
French  soldier,  a  prisoner  among  the  Mohawks,  that  he  had  seen 
the  letters  we  wrote  you  and  that  a  bad  construction  had  been 
put  on  them.  If  you  have  any  opportunity  to  communicate  with 
him  through  the  Indians,  you  may  assure  him  that  we  never  en 
tertained  anv  such  thought,  as  we  abhor  crimes  of  this  nature. 
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But  I  request,  should  yon  sec  Domine  IMIiu,,  minister  at  Albany, 
or  write  To  him,  that  you  make  him  my  respect.-.  Alllmuirh  there 
may  be  war  between  the  French  and  tho.,,-  Kuirlisli  who  HIV  op- 
posed  to  the  Kini:  of  Kii^h-nd,  nevertheli  —  \v.-  alwavs  entertain 
the  same  friendly  disposition  to  wards  l)oinin«  |)(.||iu-.  ina-mudi 
as  we  both  desire  peace,  not  war. 

Farewell.      \Ve  pray  (;<><!   that,  all  dis>en>ion>  beiiiL'  S.M.H   at   an 
end,   we   may  auain   emliraee  you    in   safety.      This   is  the  sum  of 
our  prayers.     A«rain  adieu  ;  from  your  old  companion  and  iiri-rlibor 
ann.iiir  the   Indians.      All  salute  vou. 
A  mon  KevM  Pere 

Pere   Millet,  de  la  ( 'ompie  de  Jesus 
A    OnneiSt. 

(  'oiiroi-dat  cum  original. 

Quod   attestatt 

(  sipied  )       Abram   (n-uvernemv    -Col.    I  )oo.    \ .    \ .    iii.    711.    7  1  :,. 
See  also  Dellius's  Defence,  Oct.  '1 1 ,    1700. 

EXTRACTS    i  KOM    VAN    (  'OKTI.AM'T'S    Accm  \  i     10   Sn;    MKMINI* 
ANDKOS,  OF   LKISLKK'S  ('<>M>M  r. 

HUM  i.    M:iy    Hi. 
Kxtnids  Mini    Al.stni'  i. 

11  MJIV   it   |il«-as«-  yniir   lOxccllcnry  : 

It   Is  now  n. -re  seventeen    weekes  that    I   linve  !.. en   for.-e.l   ..in    ,,f  my    hou«e.   l.y   th.- 
vlolt-nee   of   Taptaln    I.aysler.    and    hath    sent    and    Inquired    almost    e\  cr\  \\  ln-n-    nft«-r 

tnee.    l.nt    f.y    the  uraee  of  <Jod    I    am    still    frr<-   fr his   hands.    And   although    I    h  i  \  .• 

-<nt  to  him  to  know  the  reason  why  he  doth  prosei-titr  m,.,-  In  v-u.-h  n  forrllde  uiini 
ner,  nnii  If  I  have  i-ommit  ted  any  crime  or  olTencc.  thai  I  \\.is  n-ad>  !••  k'l\«-  **•<  nrlty 
I". Hi  for  my  -o,,d  behavior  and  appearance  when  lawfully  .-;ill.-d:  l>nl  no  philne 
answer  could  lie  had.  onely  that  h<-  would  have  my  p,-i--..n  If  !>«•(  \M  .-n  h<-a\cii  and 
earth:  1'eople  say.  he  will  have  oil  in.-  ayalne  the  m..iu-\  1  r.-ci-l  \  c,|  ,,n  tin-  < 'ol 
lector  Plowman,  l>y  your  Kxcellency's  order;  other*  nay  lie  think*  I  dm-  not  owne 
him  to  lie  the  Kings  Lieutenant  Governor:  some  say  that  Mr  I'.ayard  ha. I  \\rltt  t<> 
SOIIM-  of  his  friends  i  which  leit.-r  was  Inti-rcepted  .  i  that  In-  would  n-tak-  tin-  Forl. 
arid  that  I  with  I'.ayard  do.-  conspire  against  him.  to  rise  tin-  people,  nnd  !•• 
deposesse  him.  which  is  wholly  false;  f..r  I  expert  my  help  fr-.m  <;<>d  and  hln 
MajeHty:  Mr.  I'.ayard  is  still  In  prison  and  In  In.nv  William  M.  holU  |H  In  ,-|..»e 
prison;  soe  Is  Mr.  Hlx  for  not  delivering  up  his  CommlsNl..n  as  Justice  ,,f  the  I'eii. ••• 
I'oore  Terry  Is  there  still:  Mr.  .l«di:innes  Kip.  Alderman  and  I».-ac.,n  ,.n  ...ir  rimrch. 
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for  going  in  the  Church  to  old  Mr.  Beeckmau  to  receive  the  Almes,  before  he  went 
to  young  Ileury  the  Baker,  who  is  now  one  off  the  Councill;  Mr.  Christ  offer  Gere 
is  in  prison  for  saying  he  was  as  much  Lieutenant  Governor  as  Mr.  Leisler:  Dr. 
Geodineau,  for  not  delivering  up  his  Commission  as  Lef tenant:—  he  was  in  the 
expedition  with  Governor  Dougan  att  Albany;  Major  Willett,  Captain  Jackson, 
Daniel  AVhitehead  and  others  are  also  forced  to  flye.  Coll.  Hamilton,  Townly.  Cap 
tain  Bourne,  Piuhorue,  and  others  off  New  Jersey  Gentlemen,  dare  not  come  in 
town;  Governor  Dougan  was  confined  in  his  house  att  Hemstede,  but  is  gone  to 
New  Yersay,  and  many  more  ".  Milbourne's  actions  at  Albany  and  flight  to  Esopus 
are  then  referred  to. 

"The  French  and  Indians  have  alsoe  burned  Scheueghtade,  killed 

sixty  people,  and  took  twenty  eight  young  men  and  boys,  prisoners.  About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Indians  and  fifty  young  men  of  Albany  followed  the  French, 
overtook  them  upon  the  lake,  killed  some  and  tooke  fifteen  Frenchmen,  which  the 

Indians  have  killed  in  their  castles" "Most  of  the  Albany  woemeu 

are  att  New  Yorke  " 

A  privateer  was  being  fitted  out  to  take  Quebec,  but  it  was  hard  to  get  volun 
teers  — "  Drumbes  are  daily  beating  for  men  to  goe  upon  said  vessell,  but  few 
appeared:  which  hath  caused  a  resolve  to  be  taken  that  some  of  the  best  Inhabit 
ants  of  New  Yorke,  of  which  a  list  is  made,  should  be  pressed  to  goe  on  board  said 
two  vessels  in  his  Majesty's  service  to  take  Canida.  which  hath  made  several  of 
them  to  absent  themselves  and  leave  New  Yorke  and  come  in  New  Jersey  ".  A 
civil  Assembly  was  called,  but  onely  a  few  attended,  in  order  to  raise  money  for 
Leisler,  but  the  effort  was  not  successful.  The  people  petitioned  this  Assembly 
to  set,  the  many  political  prisoners  free,  hut  without  success.  The  provisions  of  the 
people  and  the  merchants  were  now  seized  by  Leisler.  for  his  soldiers.  Certain 
moneys  which  had  been  raised  to  redeem  certain  captives  from  captivity,  were 
alsoe  seized:  "  The  remainder  of  the  money  that  was  gathered  for  the  redemption 
of  Laisler  and  the  other  slaves  in  Turkey,  which  your  Excellency  (Andres)  gave  to 
build  a  new  church  in  New  Yorke,  our  Church  Warden  had  ir  laid  out  in  Amster 
dam,  and  got  Osenbridge  linnes  for  it,  all  which  Osenbridge  Laisler  hath  taken,  and 
sent  to  Albany  with  Milbourne  ". 

He  then  referred  to  the  false  rumors  circulated  about  the  former  Governors  — 
treasonable  imaginations  though  they  were.  A  year  had  passed  since  these  troubles 
began,  and  lie  (Vail  Cortlandt)  had  not  been  able  to  be  at  his  own  home  for  three 
mouths  in  all,  during  that  period,  in  order  to  avoid  imprisonment;  and  those 
imprisoned  could  seldom  speak  with  any  of  their  relatives.  "  Being  thus  in  this 
ChaoH  off  troubles,  and  in  the  middle  of  all  these  afflictions,  deprived  from  the 
liberty  of  looking  after  my  estate,  my  wife  affronted  and  beaten,  my  children 
threatened:  (one  of  which  died  in  my  absence:)  all  the  other  sicke.  my  estate  run 
ning  to  decay,  blamed  by  the  people,  my  honour  stained,  my  credit  blasted,  all 
which  greeves  me  to  the  hartt,  without,  that  I  can  have  any  remedy  here  off 
these  that  are  in  Government,  here,  and  having  nobody  in  England  to  whome  1  can 
addresse  my  selfe  for  helpe  and  assistance  in  this  pressing  misery  and  Calamity, 
and  being  assured  that  your  Excellency  hath  that  kindnesse  and  favor  for  mee 
and  my  family  to  help  mee  if  it  lyes  in  your  power;  I  make  bold  to  address  myself 
unto  your  Excellency  niostc  humbly  beseeching  your  Excellency  bee  pleased  to 
endcvdur  that  an  order  may  bee  sent  over  for  our  releef;  that  those  that  have  now 
been  soe  long  in  prison  and  those  that  have  been  forced  to  absent  themselves,  and 
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Till-in  that  are  still  threatened  every  .l;iy  to  be  imprisoned,  whereby  they  canm.t 
have  th,-  liberty  anil  that  freedom.-  as  they  ,,upl,t  t,,  ,|,,,.  their,-  affaire*,  li.ay  have 
their  liberty  anil  freed,.,,,,,  as  ,,tl,,.r  snbjeets  hav,-.  uivlny  In  security  If  any  niilnw- 
full  act  committed,  in  appear  ami  answer  l-f,,,--  HK  Majesty's  C,,,- erm.nr  when  he 
shall  come,  all  what  shall  I,,-  all,-,.,|  airalnM  ih.-m.  ami  In  th-  mean  ti.n,-  behave 

themselfs  as  other  subjects  i|.....  ami  that    m.,,.-  sh:,H  |M.  condemned   Inn    l.y  iln urt 

at  law.  th;,r  none  shall  I,,.  .|.-po*,.^,.,|  ,,r  deprived  of  his  p,,,ds  ,,r  F.statc  wltluuit 
havlnir  a  iryHl  f.,r  if  ,,r  with  his  will  ;,ml  consent.  .,,,,1  \,,.\ltK  satUtled  f,,r  It 
That  what  yoods  that  an-  aliva.ly  SIM-  take,,  away,  the  a,-t,,rs  may  answer  f,.r  all 
iaw.  fur  tin-  s.-ime  and  f.,r  all  <;ther  dama-,-  ami  l..ss,-s  sustained  l.y  their  unlaw- 
full  ami  unchristian  actings,  ami  that  all  other  ..nr  s,,c  heave  un-evancc*  may 
bee  rcdri-ssci!:  In  th«-  di.riny  whcivnf  yi.ur  KxcHirm-y  will  d..,.  a  »;r.'at  a.-t  «.f 

•  •liarity   and   infinitely   i-ldi^t-   many    «,(T   your   rcall   ami    trm-   frl«-mls:—  I    umliTtitnml 
''(•II.    Hamilton    intends    to  ^oc    for    Kni:laml.    if    -of.    hi-c    will    i:l\t-    vmir    l-'.xc«'l|cin-y 
a   !arj:t'  acc<,unt   (.IT  the  transactions  in  these  [.arts". 

Van  Cortlandt  then  sent  certain  accounts  to  Kx-<  Jo\  crnor  Amlmss.  ami  i*x]in---<-i-i| 
h"p.-  ;hat  the  (Jnvernor  would  \,,-  dean-d  of  ail  diaries  against  him.  and  that  he 
inlirht  rec<,ver  heavy  damages  for  false  imprisonment  (in  Huston,  i  H.-  hoped  that 
fluids  would  he  sent  to  him  .Van  <  'on  la  mil  i  to  pay  loyal  partio  In  New  York  for 

•  •xpfiiscs   incurred,   or   losses.      He   had   also   audited   Governor   Hnng-in's   account    for 
Tiss.      He  further  referred   to  naval   preparations   making   in    Huston    to  capture   I'ort 
Koyal    from   the    French,    and   efforls    for   defence    in    Connecticut       "  Hut    our   p....re 
province  of  New  Vorke  is  all  in  an  allarm.   l.oth   l.y  the  incursion  off  the   French  and 
the  warre.  and  is  a  worker  and  --add.-i-  condition   \>y  the  irregular  manlchment  of  our 
pre>ent   Kulers:  which   I   hope  t;,,d   will  in  a  short    time  helpe  us  from,  in  sending   us 
a   L'ood   \\-ise  (ionvernour  out   off   Finland,   that    soe   wee   may  oin-s   live  happy  ajralm- 
as  formerly  \vee  did  ".  —  Col.   I»ocs.   X.   Y.   iii.  71."-71<i. 


ADDRKSS  or-  XF\V  Y<H:K  M  KUCHA  NTS  AM>  M  IMSTI-.KS  TO  THK 
I\i.\(;   A.\I>  (L)n:i  \. 

To  their  most  Fxcellent  Majesties.  William  and  Mary.  Klnc  and  gm-iMi  of  |-:nk.- 
land.  Scotland.  France  and  Ireland,  hefemlers  ,,f  ye  I'aith. 

The  humlde  address  of  your  Majesties  most  hutiful  and  I.oyall  Sul.Je.-ts.  th.- 
Merchants.  Traders  a;:d  other  i  he  I'rincipal  I  nhal-i:  aiit  -  of  your  Majesty's  Province 
of  New  York  in  America. 

Most  Kread  Sovereign- :  \Ve.  y..nr  Majesties  most  oppressed  and  abused  subjects 
in  this  remote  I'art  of  the  World,  out  of  a  deep.-  sem-e  of  your  ^r.-at  CoodncHS,- 
and  clemency,  presume  with  humble  boldness,,  t,,  lay  ourselves  low  at  your  Hoyall 
F.et.  not  doubting  t.,  enjoy  son;.-  bi  ames  of  that  I'.l.-ssed  Sunshine  which  has  made 
happy  our  native  Country  in  the  Kcstanrat  ion  of  their  liberties  an. I  religion;  v\  h.-n 
yet.  to  our  jrreal  ;rrief.  we  lind  mirsi-lves  sorely  oppressed,  havlnc  groaned  near.- 
twelve  months  under  the  burthen  of  Slaverv  and  arbitrary  I'» \\.-r  executed  over  u*. 
by  the  innmed  fury  of  some  HI  men  aim-m;  us.  \\  ho  ha\«-  assnnsed  your  MaJ.-t b--* 
Authority  over  us.  overturned  all  <|\il  p.,\\er  mot  wit  hstamlhik'  your  M.; 
rn.clamacon  for  contlnulnir  all  Justices  of  the  I'.-ace  <•!••  ..  rtilliiK  us  by  the  HWi.nl 
at  th-  sol,.  Will  of  an  Insolent  Alien,  ihe  l,.-lnK  n..i,.-  of  y..nr  Majeml.-s  niilnrnl 
borne  subji'Ct  i.  assisted  bv  some  few  whom  we  can  t'l\e  no  better  name  than  a 
!:;,ble;  those  who  formerly  were  scarce  thought  tit  to  bear  the  mcancHt  «.nV,.« 
amonir  us;  Several!  of  whom  can  also  ),.-  proved  irullty  ..f  .-noniioiiH  crimes;  by  th«-««» 
vour  Majesties  poor  distressed  and  almost  mine, I  mibJectH  are  dally  opprest.  belnc 
d  racked  Into  Prison  Int..  your  Majesties  C,uarrl«on  her,-  by  Armed  Soldier*,  and 
irons  put  on  us.  without  any  Warrant  or  Mittimus  and  not  only  bare  Imprisonment 
!mt  shut  up  In  dark  noisome  Holes,  denyed  the  access,-  of  our  friend*  or  any  H.-l.-lf 
1  y  the  law.  seizing  our  estates  without  any  Tryall  or  Conviction,  plundering  our 
houses  by  armed  solill.-rs.  i.retendlmr  It  Is  for  your  Majesties  Service.  Mopping  all 
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processe  by  law,  seizing  and  opening  all  our  letters  which  we  either  reeeave  from 
or  send  to  any  parts,  fearing  lest  we  might  make  our  case  kuowne  to  your  sacred 
Majesties,  to  the  manifest  ruin  of  our  Trade,  Scaudallizing  and  abusing  our 
Ministers  and  Rulers  of  the  Reformed  Churches  here,  seizing  ye  Revenues  thereof, 
so  that  our  liberties  are  taken  away,  our  Religion  in  great  danger,  our  estates 
ruined,  severall  of  the  best  and  most  considerable  Inhabitants  are  forced  to  retire 
from  their  habitations,  to  avoid  their  fury,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  their  families. 

Wee,  therefore  your  Majesties  most  dutiful  subjects,  knowing  your  Majesties 
clemency  and  justice  is  such  as  not  to  suffer  the  meanest  of  your  subjects  to  be 
epprest,  humbly  implore  your  Royall  protection  and  Relief,  by  sending  such  person 
or  orders  speedily  among  us,  as  your  Majesties  in  your  Royal  Breast,  shali  find 
most  convenient;  not  doubting  but  to  share  in  those  Princely  favors  your  Majesties 
have  so  bounteously  bestowed  on  all  your  subjects.  And  we  shall  continually  be 
supplicant  at  the  Throne  of  Heaven  that  the  King  of  Kings  would  blesse  your 
Majesties  with  long  life,  a  happy  reign  over  us,  with  continual  victory  over  your 
enemys;  and  when  too  old  to  live,  to  crown  your  hoary  Heads  with  Immortall 
Crowns. 

Dated  in   New    York,   the  I'.Mh    May.   1»>!)0. 

Jacob   Teller 
Joseph    liegeman, 

ouderling   van    de   duyts    kerck. 
Stuffell     Prohasko.     Als    underling 
Jan   Harbendinck 
Win.   Teller.  Junior. 
Luycas  Kiersteden 
Thomas  Clarke 
Miles  Forster 
Richard  Jones 
Stephen  De  Laucy 
Rip   van    Dam 
Rudolphus   Varick, 

Pastor   ecclesiae    Helgikae   in 

Insula   Longa. 
J.    V.   Cortlandt 
Samevel   Mynnard 
(rHbriell    De    P.oyteulx 

ancien   de   1'eglise  de    Refugie/ 
Thamis   De   Key 
Henry    De   Mey<  r 
A    De    Peyster 
John   Oort 


IViretz  Fcrlesiae  Cailicae  1'astor 
Jacob   De  Key 

ouderling  van   der   Dnyt.se   kercke 
N.   \V.   Stuyversant 
\Vm.   (Jray 
C.   Minivelle 
li.   Kayard 
Will   Merrett 
Phillip   French,   Jr. 
Jeremiah  Tothiil 
Kbenc/er  Willson 
Thomas  Weuham 
P. rant.  Schuyler 

deacon   of   tlie   Dutch    Church 
Charles   Lodwkk 
John   liarberie 

elder  of  the  French  Church. 
Hlie   IJondinot 

ancien   ile   1'eglise   de   refuu'iez 
Win.    Morris 
Isaac   De    Foreest 

deacon  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.    Y.   iii.   74S-9. 


KXTUACT    FROM    A     I,KTTKK    OF    Til  OS.     \K\VTON    TO    ("APT.    XlCILOL- 

SON,  1^1   MAY,    liilM).   BOSTON. 

Port     Royal    had    1 n    taken     from    the     French,     but     they    had    lost    Casco.     yet 

Massachusetts  was  better  off  than  New  York  "  for  that   Tyrant  and  Usurper,  L.-ysler 

makes  his   will   his   law" he  proclaimed   himself   Lieutenant   Governor, 

and  any  one  who  docs  not  salute  him  by  that  title  goes  to  jail.  He  hath  detained 
Col.  Uayard  a  long  time  in  prison  in  irons,  and  had  him  in  this  condition  carried 
at-out  the  fort  walls  in  a  chair  to  terrify  the  people,  and  for  no  other  crime  than 
disaffection  toward  Leysler.  Others  were  in  prison  from  the  same  cause.  Schenec- 
lady  had  been  taken  by  the  French,  and  Albany  was  likely  to  fall.  Leysler  had 
demanded  of  the  people  five  thousand  pounds  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the 
French,  and  says  if  it  is  not  paid  he  will  take  it  by  force.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii. 
720-1. 
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REPORT  OF  Siit  EDMUND  AMUCOS  ON   His  ADMINISTKATION. 


This  was  sent  to  Kight  Hon.  Lords,  the  Committee  for  Trade  mul  Plantations. 
Andros  was  commissioned  In  l«8«  to  succeed  President  Dudley  ami  Council  In  the 
government  of  the  New  Kngland  Colonies  or  Provinces,  to  whl.-h  Connecticut  was 
add-d  In  1'IST;  and  in  mss.  a  new  commission  was  sent  him.  Including  all  New 
F.ngland,  with  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  at  mice  \lslted  New  York  ami 
Albany,  and  demanded  the  evacuation  ,>f  central  N.-w  York  by  tin-  French.  Th- 
revenue  of  his  territory  yielded  about  twelve  thousand  pounds. 

"The  Church  of  England  being  unprovided  of  a  place  for  theyr  pnhllque  worship, 
he  did.  by  advice  of  the  Councill,  borrow  the  new  meeting  house  in  liostmi  at 
such  times  as  the  same  was  unused,  untlll  they  could  provide  otherwise;  and 
accordingly  on  Sundays  went  in  between  eleven  and  twelve  in  the  im.rnlng.  nnd  In 
the  aftcrnoene  about  fower:  but  understanding  It  gave  offence,  hastened  tic-  build 
ing  of  a  Church,  which  was  effected  at  the  charge  of  those  of  the  Church  ,,f  |-:MC 
land.  whe:-e  the  Chaplaine  of  the  Soiildlers  performed  divine  ser\  Ice  and 
preaching  ". 

lie  then  referred  to  the  establishment  of  courts  in  various  places,  mid  tin-  en 
forcement  of  the  laws;  also  to  an  Indian  outbreak  in  New  F.ngland  In  !•;>:•.  He 
then  conies  to  the  topic  of  his  own  downfall,  which  took  place  after  ihe  Might  of 
James  II,  and  the  accession  of  William  III: 

"On  the  iSth  of  April  His!),  severall  of  His  Majesties  Council!  in  Ne\\  Kngland. 
havclng  combined  and  conspired  together  with  those  who  were  Magistrates  and 
officers  in  the  late  Charter  ( Joverniiient  annually  cho-en  by  the  peojde.  and  .se\erall 
other  persons,  to  subvert  and  overthrow  the  government,  and  in  stead  thereof  t,. 
introduce  their  former  Commonwealth:  and  haveini;  by  their  false  reports  and 

aspersions    goit    to    their    assistance    Ihe    great  CM    p;irt    of    the    | pie,     whereof    ;ip 

peared  in  arms  at  I'.oston  under  ihe  command  of  those  who  were  ofllc.-rs  In  t  !i- 
say«l  former  popular  government,  to  the  number  of  about  two  thousand  lior.-e  ainl 
foote;  which  stninge  and  sudden  appearance  being  wholly  a  surprize  to  sir  IMmund 
Andros,  as  knowing  noe  cause  or  occasion  for  the  same;  but  understanding  that 
severall  of  the  Cuuncill  were  at  the  Council!  Chamber,  where,  lit  being  the  ordinary 
Council!  dayi,  they  were  to  meet:  and  some,  particularly  by  him  st-nt  for  fr-'in 
distant  parts,  also  there;  he  and  those  with  film  went  thither.  And  though.  HIM  lie 
passedi,  the  streets  were  full  of  armed  men.  yett  none  offered  him  or  those  th:i- 
were  with  him  the  least  rudeness  or  incivility,  but  on  the  contrary  usuall  respeci  , 
but  when  he  came  to  the  Councill  Chainiier.  in  found  severall  of  the  say. I  form.-: 

popular    Magistrates    and    other    dieife     per -    then     present,     with     those    <,f    th- 

Councill.  who  had  noe  suitable  regard  to  him.  nor  the  peace  and  <|ub-t  of  th- 
Count  rey;  but  Instaed  of  giving  any  assistance  to  support  :he  government,  made 
him  a  prisoner,  and  also  imprisoned  some  member.  ,,f  the  .'oi-n.-lll  and  other  ojll 
cers,  who  in  ptirsuatice  of  iheir  respective  dntyes  and  stations  attended  on  him: 

and    kept    them    for    the    space    of   ten    months    under    sever.-    and    c|os iilliieiiH-nt. 

untill.  by  his  Majesty's  command  they  were  -cut  for  F.ngland.  to  answer  whut 
might  be  t.bjecte.l  them:  Where,  after  summons  g|\en  to  the  pretended  Agent*  of 
New  Kngland  and  their  twice  appearance  at  the  Councill  Hoard,  nothing  being  ob 
jected  by  them  or  others,  they  were  discharged.  In  the  time  of  his  .•..nfliuMiii-iil 
being  denyed  the  liberty  of  discourse  or  conversation  with  any  person,  hi-  own 
servants  to  attend  him.  or  any  communication  or  correspondence  wlrh  any  by 

letters,    he    hath    noe    particular    knowledge    of    their    further    pro<- ling",    but    hatli 

heard  and  understands": 

He    then    refers    t..    their    seizing    of    the    fortn    and    the    Imprisonment 
officials;    their  seizing   of  all    government    stores   and   Implements   ,,f    «ar;    that    they 


ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 
1690 

disabled  the  frigate  Rose,  Su  the  harbor,  by  taking  away  her  sails;  that  they  also 
took  possession  of  all  official  documents.  They  then  organized  a  count-ill  for  govern 
ment.  In  the  meantime  the  Indians  had  risen  and  done  much  mischief.  Each 
Colony  again  organized  a  government  for  itself,  and  the  entire  revenue,  of  the 
Crown  was  destroyed.  They  set  up  their  old  courts  again  and  governed  themselves 
by  their  former  laws,  and  regulated  their  own  taxes.  There  was  danger  that  the 
French  and  Indians  would  overrun  the  whole  country. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  V.  iii. 


1690,  Juno  24th. 

In  a  letter  of  Leisler  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  June  23,  1690, 
there  is  an  allusion  to  Domine  Dellins,  minister  at  Albany.  Tie 
says  that  among  certain  letters,  there  was  found  a  letter  directed 
to  Pere  Millet,  a  Jesuit  at  Oneida,  in  Latin,  characterizing  Domine 
Dellius,  "'  according  to  what  we  have  long  had  reason  to  suspect 
him.'' —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iii.  731-3. 

PETITION  OF  CAPTAIN  BLAGG  TO  THE  KING  ix  BEHALF  OF  CAP 
TAIN  LEISLEK  ;  AND  His  MEMORIAL  OF  WHAT  OCCURRED  IN 
XEW  YORK,  WITH  MANY  DEPOSITIONS  CONCERNING  THE 
EVENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  LEISLER  REVOLUTION. 

1690,  June  24. 
(Abstract.) 

(Page  737.)  The  petition  sets  forth  that  upon  the  first  notice  "  of  the  late 
Happy  Revolution  in  England  ",  the  Protestants  of  New  York  thought  it  necessary 
to  remove  Lieutenant  Governor  Nicholson,  (the  appointee  of  .lames  ID;  that  they 
had  chosen  Leisler  and  his  Council,  who  proclaimed  William  and  Mary,  "  notwith 
standing  the  (late  Governor's)  Council,  Mayor  and  Aldermen  denied  their  concur 
rence.  The  commissions  of  military  oflicers  were  also  changed  "  and  given  out  in 
your  Majesties  Name  ",  and  it  was  thought  that  a  letter  from  King  William, 
"  some  short  time  after  received  by  them,  doth  confirm  them  ".  All  this  was  done 
in  opposition  to  many.  "  who  treated  your  Majesty's  Government  with  great  scorn 
and  contempt  ":  but  it  was  necessary  on  account  of  fi-ars  of  the  French  on  the 
borders,  and,  "to  secure  your  Majesty's  interest":  bt;t  the  old  officials  of  King 
James  threatened  the  dest  ruction  of  these  present  officials  if  power  ever  returns 
to  them. 

Therefore  the  King's  approbation  was  asked  for  Leisler  and  all  that  he  had  done; 
and  that  a  Council,  loyal  to  William,  might  be  chosen,  and  thus  frustrate  all 
opponents. 

(Page  7!',s.  i  The  Memorial  then  w<-nt  on  t,,  «.Mve  the  reasons  more  particularly, 
for  the  Revolution,  removing  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  the  Governor,  and  installing 
officers  loyal  to  William: 

That  Nicholson,  like  Col.  Dongan,  had  neglected  to  repair  the  fortifications  of  the 
city,  which  excited  suspicions  against  his  loyalty,  and  he  was  disaffected  towards 
the  late  happy  revolution  in  England.  Hence  Jacob  Leisler  was  chosen,  with  a 
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committee,  to  make  such  repairs,  and  to  administer  tin-  government  until  William'* 
pleasure  could  be  known. 

Shortly  after,  their  Majesties'  Proclamation  arrived,  by  which  William  nnd  Mary 
were  to  be  proclaimed  King  and  gueen  of  Fngland.  Notice  was  given  to  the  late 
Council  of  Nicholson,  and  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  assist,  with  proper  cere 
monies.  In  this  Proclamation.  They  desired  an  hour's  time  for  considering  It.  nnd 
then  refused.  Lelsler  and  his  Committee  ami  most  ..f  the  Inhabitants  did  then 
celebrate  the  event  with  many  demonstrations  of  joy  and  affection. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  then  suspended  from  office,  and  certain  opponent •< 
of  the  Revolution  and  their  Majesties'  Interests,  were  Imprisoned.  Shortly  after, 
their  Majesties'  letters  arrived,  directed  to  Lieutenant  liovernor  Nicholson,  or.  "In 
his  absence  to  such  as  for  the  time  being  do  take  .-are  for  th"  preservation  of  their 
Majesties'  Peace,  and  administering  the  Lawes  In  that  their  Majesties'  Province; 
ordering  such  to  take  upon  them  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  said  Province  and  to  proclaim  King  William  and  gueen  Mary. 
King  and  gueen  of  Kngland.  Scotland.  France  and  Ireland,  and  supream  Lord  and 
Lady  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  if  not  already  -lone;  which  was  accordingly 
done  ". 

The  Inhabitants  generally  were  satisfied  therewith,  and  Lelsler's  Committee  \\a* 
dismissed,  and  a  Council  clv>sen  to  assist  him  in  the  government;  but  the  members 
of  the  old  government  opposed  all  this  and  created  a  faction.  This  excited  fear 
lest  the  Province  should  yer  I,,-  delivered  up  to  the  French  in  Canada,  which  fcrir 
greatly  agila'ed  the  Protestant  population.  The  said  faction  also  surrounded 
Captain  Leisler  and  abused  him  with  ill  language  and  threats,  and  would  have  don-' 
violence  t->  him.  if  they  had  not  feared  the  people,  who  rescued  him  out  of  their 
hands,  and  imprisoned  the  ringleaders  of  the  opposition.  Multitudes  also  flocked 
into  the  city  from  the  country.  ;-.  defend  the  existing  government,  and  It  was  with 
great  dillicully  that  Ihelr  y.'-al  could  be  restrained.  The  prisoner*  were  ultima'.-! 
fined  and  discharged  upon  their  own  recognizance  to  keep  the  peace. 

The   Fort    and   City   were  therefor.-,    now   in   a   g 1   condition,    excepting   a    lack    of 

ammunition.  The  Commissions  of  all  military  men  who  had  a<te,|  under  (Jovernor- 
Dongan  and  Andros,  had  been  called  in.  and  other  Commissions  Issued  In  the  name 
01"  their  present  Majesties,  and  only  to  those  who  were  well  affected  ther..-o.  !lu» 
our  efforts  thus  to  secure  their  Majesties  interests  have  been  greatly  misrepre 
sented,  and  we  have  been  loaded  with  reproaches;  oUr  actions  have  been  culled  a 

Dutch   plot,   although    tin quarters   of   the   inhabitants   are   of   hutch   d-sccir.   and 

speak  Dutch;  and  our  ruin  is  threatened,  if  the  irovernmenl  ev.-r  falls  in'o  th-- 
hands  of  our  opponents.  The  Memorial  ends  by  wishing  for  great  benetltH  and 
blessings  from  the  happy  Revolution,  and  that  the  friends  of  their  Majesties'  tinr 
not  become  a  prey  to  their  enemies. 

Then  follow  eight  page.-,,  iTl'iTls,  ,,f  depositions,  taken  before  Peter  de  la  Nov. 
the  Mayor,  about  various  insults  or  acts  ..f  violence  against  Lelsl.-r  and  his  ad 
herents.  All  are  dated  in  June.  I'll*".  -Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  T.'lTTIs. 


I'K'H    [.AIM    Til!   I!:    M.\.IK>TIKS    IN    X  LW 
VoRK. 

After  our  hearty  commendations  whereas  William  and  Mary.  Prince  nnd 
Princess  of  Orange,  have  been  pr-clalmed  King  :md  «j«.-.-n  ..f  llnglnnd.  > 
France  ami  Ireland  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dominions  thereunto  appertaining 
We  thought  lilt  herel.y  to  s'^'iilfy  the  same  unto  you.  with  direction*  (hut  with  the 
usslstance  of  the  principal!  Freeholders  iin.l  InhaM'  ant  <  of  their  Majesties  Province 
of  New  York,  you  proclaim  Hielr  most  sacn-d  Majesties,  a rd!n.'  L.  the  form  h. 

Inclosed.     With     the     Sol-mnltl-s    and    ceremonies     re-jnUlle    ,,:i     the     like    , 
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same  be  not  already  done.     And  so  we  bid  you  farewell.     From  the  Council  Cham 
ber  at  Whitehall,  the  29th  day  of  July,  1G89. 

Your  very  loving  Friends, 

Carmarthen    I'. 

Halifax  C.    I'.   S. 

Oxford 

Macklesfield 

To    our    loving    friends,     Francis    Nicholson  R.   Howard 

Fsq.,     their     Majesties     Lieutenant     Governor  Dorsett 

and   Commander   in   Chief   of   the   Province   of  Bath 

New  York.     And  in  bis  absence,  to  such  as  for  Lnmley 

the   tinx-    being   take   care   for    preserving   the  Newport 

Peace    and    administering    the    Laws    in    their  II.   Powle 

Majesties   Province  of  New   York   in  America.  K.  Hampdeu 

Will  Blathwayt. 

Memdm.     The  Duplicate  signed  at  Hampton 
Court  the  8th  day  of  August  Ki.SJ». 

Newport  Carmarthen    P 

Dorsett  Halifax   C.    P.   S. 

Montague  P.oiton 

Fauconbery  !  >ev<inshire 

Lumley  Shrewsbrry 

Monmouth 

A   Proclamation  for  the   Province  of  New   Y'ork. 

Wee.  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  principal  Freeholder  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  Do  hereby  with  one  full  voyce  and  consent  of  Tongue  and 
Heart,  Publish  and  Proclaim,  William  and  Mary.  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange, 
to  be  King  and  Queen  of  England,  Scotland.  France  and  Ireland.  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  Supream  Lord  and  Lady  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  all  other,  the 
Territories  and  Dominions  to  the  Crown  of  England  belonging;  To  whom  we  doe 
acknowledge  all  Faith  and  True  allegiance  with  all  hearty  and  humble  affection, 
Beseeching  God.  by  whom  Kings  reign,  to  bless  King  William  and  Queen  Mary 
with  long  and  happy  years  to  reign  over  us. 

God  Save  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. —  Col.  Docs.   N.   Y.   iii.  (J05. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

The  Church  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  31,  1(500. 
Extract,   xxi,   334. 

Very  Reverend,  Pious  and   Very  Learned  Gentlemen: — 

The  sad  removal  of  our  minister,  Doinine  Dellius,  who  has  been 
and  will  ever  be  very  dear  to  us,  compels  us  to  write  this  letter  to 
your  Reverences,  and  inform  you  about  the  condition  of  the 
church  in  this  city.  His  departure  has  left  this  church  almost 
entirely  without  a  leader,  as  Domine  Sehaats,  beinij  very  old,  can 
perform  few  or  no  duties,  except  to  administer  the  Sacraments. 
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Xot  only  our  church,  hut  al-o  tin-  neiirhhoriin:  churches  an-  in 
a  languishing  condition.  The  mini-rer  at  K.-opu-  i  YandcnU.sch  ) 
is  until  f..r  Ins  ..{lice:  while  the  ..nc  a!  Sehaamn-gtade  (  Tesschen- 
maker )  has  been  miserably  murdered  hv  the  Krenrh  and  ihc  sav- 
ages.  Hi.-  taking  <»ff  grieve-  also  the  very  heathen  :  for  durini:  tin- 
past  year  his  Reverence  made  ir  hi-  duty  to  in-tru.-t  them  and 
bring  them  over  To  the  ('hrisiijin  faith.  He  \\a-  so  far  sticce--fnl 
in  tlii-  work,  that  lie  ha-  already  incorporated  <|uite  a  numher. 
after  puhlic  confession  and  haj'ti-in.  in  the  church,  much  t«.  the 
astonishment  of  everyhody.  He  rlu  n  also  received  them  int..  tin 
communion  of  the  Holy  and  Mo-t  Pn-rimis  SUJIJUT  of  the  I...rd. 
The  resjiect  and  affection  wiiich  The-e  ne\\  «-onverts  had  for  him 
<rreatly  favored  liis  (lodly  undertaking:  and  the  numher  comini: 
to  tlie  public  instructions  arranged  h\-  hi^  [{everence  for  e\ei-\ 
day.  increased  so  jrreatly.  that  we  tinnlv  helie\'e  that  (J«Ml  has  a 
jrrcat  following  amon^  them.  \\  e  are  much  olili^,.,]  [,,  \{\^  IJev«-r- 
ence  because  lie  is  the  first  who  has  taken  upon  him-elf  at  hi-  c\vn 
expense,  and  of  his  own  motion  and  out  of  pure  luve,  the  trouble 
some  labor  of  converting  the  heathen. 

We  are  grieved  however  that  \\ii-  work  will   now  cease,  and  that 
in   these  times   of   war   we   must    tind    <»iir-e]ve-    verv    much    iii'-.-n 
venience<l.       The    surrounding    country    i-    daily    devastated,    the 
houses  are  burin-d.  the  people  taken  prisoner-  by  the  savages,  while 
the  hill^  resound  with  the  lamentations  of  the  afflicted  people.     I   n 
der  this  condition  of  afTair-  we  oiir-elve.-  are  at  our  wit-  ends.     \\Y 
nio-i    biartilv    wished,    that    !ii-    l'e\-ereii.'e   »vi.nli|    p-main;   but   the 
term   of  his  engagement    ha-  expired,   and    In-   de-ire-   to   return    to 
the    Fatherland.       It    i-    al-o    im|»«.— ihle.    to   continue    llii*    mi--i"ii 
work  anioiiLr  the  heathen   without  considerable  expen-«-.      \\  c  Imjie 
that   the   Kinu  c.f  (Ireat    ilrilain.  our  Soven-i^n    Lord,   will   furni-h 
the    necessary    mean-    for    ibis.       \V«-    have    therefore   earnestly    re 
quested  the  mini-ter-  and  churche-  in  thi-   I'rovinee  t..  petition  hi- 
Majestv's  favor  by  letter-,      (ientlenien,  we  h.,pe  and  earnestly  re 
quest   v«»ur   Keverenees.  win.  have  j.lway-  been  our   fathers  and  the 
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providers  for  our  church,  that  your  paternal  interest  in  us  may 
continue,  and  he  enlarged  in  reference  to  this  newly  begun  and 
beneficial  work;  that  you  will  do  your  best  to  try  and  persuade 
our  minister,  Domine  Dellius,  to  return  to  us,  that  we  may  still 
further  enjoy  his  instructions;  and  that  the  Gospel  may  have  free 
course  among  the  heathen,  and  be  further  spread  by  him.  His 
.Reverence  is  now  known  among  them,  and  they  like  him.  Tt  is 
a  sad  thing  tlml  thi<  pious  work  was  not  begun  earlier.  A  large 
number  of  this  same  tribe,  our  allies  and  neighbors,  have  been 
converted  to  the  Rn>::i-!i  faith,  by  the  -Jesuits,  and  have  moved 
from  their  country  to  Canada.  They  are  now  one  of  the  greatest 
scourges  with  which  God  visits  us;  and  they  are  incited  thereto  by 
the  French,  our  enemies.  Gentlemen,  if  we  might  be  so  bold,  we 
would  verv  humblv  ask  vour  Reverences  to  induce  his  Majesty, 
through  your  friends  at  the  Court  of  England,  to  continue  thi* 
work  of  converting  the  savage*.  Being  a>sured  that  you  will  well 
consider  our  request,  we  pray  the  Almighty  abundantly  to  pour 
out  his  blessing  upon  you  and  your  services.  We  remain  with 
respect  and  humility, 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Jan  Yinhagen,  Elder  Jan   Byvanck,  Deacon 

Johannes  Wendel,  Elder  Jacob  Staets,  Deacon 

Gerrit  Reyersen,  Elder       Johannes  de  Wandelaer,  Deacon 

Dirck  Wessels,  Elder  Jacob    Lokermans,      Deacon. 

Albany,  the  3 1st  of  July  101)0. 

SYNOD  OF  XOKTII    HOLLAND  AT  ENCKKUY/KN. 

1600,  Aug.  10  et  seq. 

Artiele    -2^.       L;d>adi-t-    ;"!'!    (  'oehlian. 

Ad  Art.  27.  Speaking  of  the  Labadists  and  Coelman :  (ex 
tracts  from)  all  the  corresponding  Synods  were  read;  also,  all 
the  Classes  of  this  province  were  on  their  guard.  In  particular 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  related  what  efforts  thev  had  made 
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to  induce  their  Xoble  Estimable  "Burgomasters  to  oppose  Coolman. 
and  that  they  had  met  with  a  satisfactorv  response. 

(  '  LASS  I  s  OF  A  M  ST 1  K I  >  A  M  . 

CORRESPONDENT}-:  FI:«>M  AMEKK  A. 

The    ('hnrch    of    Kingston    to   the   Classis   of    Amsterdam,    August 
oOth.   Itilio.      Kxtract.   xxi.   :5.'M. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  (iontlcmcn:— 

We  have  not  the  least  doubt,  but  the  ministers  in  this  province 
have  by  their  letters  informed  your  Reverences  of  the  death  of  out- 
very  worthy  minister.  Domine  \\Yeksteen:  also  that  his  place  ha- 
again  been  supplied  by  Domine  Laurentius  \'an  den  Bosch.  "But 
to  our  verv  great  grief,  we  must  sav  that  he  has.  bv  his  bad  be 
havior,  caused  more  wickedness  than  edification.  It  would  be  too 
tedious,  to  go  into  details.  Domine  Dellius  who  with  others  hav< 
been  a  Committee  on  this  matter,  can  verbally  inform  your  Rev 
erences  thereof.  The  business  has  taken  such  a  shape  that  he  has 
himself  offered  his  resignation  to  the  Con<i-tory.  This  alone  pre 
vent  eel  a  decision  in  his  case.  The  -aid  van  den  Bosch  is  still 
here,  and  oecasionallv  preaches  in  some  house;  but  this  only 
causes  disputes  and  alienations.  There  is  a  great  breach  in  •un 
church,  and  only  (lod  knows  how  it  is  to  lie  healed.  Domine 
Dellius  has  faithfully  a>sisted  us  fnuii  time  to  time,  and  served 
our  church  to  the  best  of  hi-  ability.  \\Y  are  sorry  to  learn,  that 
his  Reverence  is  now  inclined  to  return  home.  I  here  are  here 
now  only  three  Dutch  mini-ter-,  of  whom  one  i-  very  old  and 
decrepit,  and  another  will  po--ihly  remove.  Although  their  Rev 
erences  are  verv  well  inclined  to  our  congregation,  their  local  i< 
are  too  far  off  and  too  inconveniently  -itualed.  to  permit  them 
to  come  often  to  this  place  to  hold  service.  Hence  our  churel 
must  languish  and  that  at  this  time  of  sorrow  when  we  re.juin- 
consolation  more  than  ever;  for  we  are  vi-ited  from  without  1 
the  sword  of  the  eiiemv.  and  at  home  we  an-  experiencing  several 
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violent  diseases.  What  presses  us  besides  all  this  general  dis 
tress,  is,  that  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  matters,  we  find  our 
selves  not  in  a  condition  to  ask  your  Reverences  for  a  minister, 
for  we  are  unable  to  send  over  the  funds  requisite  for  that  pur 
pose.  If  God  would  be  pleased  to  bless  the  arms  of  our  King' so 
far  that  Canada  might  be  conquered,  and  there  is  for  this  object 
a  fleet  of  ships  now  on  the  way,  we  might  live  quietly  in  our 
respective  places  and  be  able  to  call  a  minister.  We  pray  the 
Almighty,  graciously  to  grant  us  all  this,  and  send  faithful  labor 
ers  into  the  harvest.  Mav  he  permit  hi.-  richest  blessing  to  rest 
upon  your  Reverences,  while  we  remain, 

Reverend,   Pious   and   Very    Learned    Gentlemen, 

Your  Reverences  obedient  servants, 

Dirck  Schepmoes,  Johannes  Wynkoop, 

Jacop  Artsen,  Mattys   Slecht, 

Wessel  ten  Broeck,  Nicklaes    Roosevelt. 

Henricus  Beeckman, 
Kingston, 
the  :J()th  of  August,   1  •;«.)(). 

CORRESPONDP:XCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Rev.   ILenry  Selyns  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept.  14,  1600. 
Kxtracts,  xxi.    :J25H>;  also  in  "Murphy's  Anthology,  115-117. 

Xew  York,  Sept.  14,  1000. 
Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in   Christ:  — 

Your  favor  of  August  '2'2,  HJSt),  addressed  to  Domino  Yarick 
and  myself,  finally  arrived,  and  greatly  strengthened  and  com 
forted  us.  Very  soon  (lit.  to-day  or  to-morrow)  we  shall  be 
still  more  encouraged  bv  the  sweet  protection  (suavegarde)  of 
our  King  William  and  Queen  Marv,  who  most  probably  have  too 
much  to  do  just  now  in  Kngland,  to  think  of  us  over  here.  May 
the  Lord  bless  their  anointed  Majesties,  and  make  them  ever 
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more  tho  strongholds  and   foster-parents   of  tin-   Church   and   de 
fenders  of  the  faith. 

I  wrote  to  tin-  Classis  hisr  year  and  -cut  you  by  .-kipper  Silke 
an  Indian  Bihle  with  the  Psalms  (a  copy  of  ,!ohn  Fliof,  Indian 
Bible.)  This  was  probably  captured  by  the  French  and  so  never 
reached  yon.  I  had  ordered  it  from  Boston  and  paid  f.-r  it,  in 
order  thus  to  give  yon  a  memento  of  my  membership  in  your 
Classis  for  sixteen  years.  It  shows  h«.\v  (i..d.  in  order  to  convert 
the  savages,  speaks  to  them  in  their  own  savage  lanirua<:e.  P.m 
we  must  ourselves  he  careful  lest,  \ve  who  are  irenerallv  called 
Christians,  may  not.  in  these  evil  days  he  turned  ha<-k  int-o 
heathen. 

Domine  Laurentius  Van  den  Iio.-ch,  who  was  eall.-d  from  Siaten 
Island  to  the  Esopns,  we  found  it  necessary  t<»  suspi-nd  from  the 
ministry  for  drunkenness  and  incivility  (onheuslvk:*  luit  he  .-till 
continues  to  preach  and  to  drink.  Tnles-  your  IJevereno-  in 
ynur  official  capacity,  (qualitate  <jna  )  sustain  us  for  we  in  <>nr 
selves  are  without  authority  and  (piite  j)o\vcrless ----- l»y  cen-nr 
inn-  said  \'and:-n  JJi».-ch  in  an  i»pe?i  (  'la>sical  letter  >ent  to  ns.  it 
may  be  expected  that  all  things  will  decline,  and  the  disintegra 
tion  of  the  Church  continue. 

Domine  IVlcr  Tesschenmaker,  minister  at  Scli(Mioctady,  met 
with  a  great  calamitv.  lie  and  most  of  his  church  members  were 
surprised  at  night,  by  a  hand  of  French  and  Indians,  ami  all  were 
massacred.  The  Domine'-;  head  was  splii  "pen  (by  a  tomahawk) 
and  his  body  burned  up  to  the  shoulders. 

Domine    Dellius,    to    his    great    praise,    has    been    th«-    mean- 
converting  some  of  the  *avages  and   has  baptized   them.      IIP  ha- 
now  come  down    from    New    Albany    (to    New    Y.u-k)    in   "pier   1 
return  to  the   Fatherland  and  give  a  detailed    P-j.ort   " 
(tin-  Leisler  troubles)  to  the  Cla-sis.      Domine  Yari.-k  and  my^-lf 
have  suffered   more  than   can  be  believe!   and   are   forced    to  culti 
vate  patience.      May  the  Lord  in  hi-  Providence  incline  the  h.-art* 
of  their    Majesties   to  send   over  some   one   to  tal- 
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government  who  can  heal  the  rupture,  remove  the  cause  <>f  dis 
sension,  and  tranquilize  the  community.  Otherwise  we  have  re- 
polved  to  relinquish  everything  and  return  to  Holland ;  or  else. 
like  Elias,  hide  ourselves  in  the  wilderness,  and  administer  the 
service  of  Christ  ultra  Garamantos  et  Indos. 

Remember  us  in  your  prayers  in  the  Rev.  Synods  of  South  and 
North  Holland;  but  especially  in  your  letter  to  their  Royal  Majes 
ties.  They  certainly  will  not  allow  the  cat  to  be  tossed  to  death 
('t  kalje  za!  doc,;  oozolt ) — that  the  Church  of  God  should  be 
turned  topsy-turvey.  Brethren  (of  the  Classis)  do  you  also  pray 
for  us.  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.  May  the  Lord  bless 
you  and  your  services,  and  sustain  us  all  by  his  spirit  in  patience 
and  forbearance.  We  would  write  more  if  our  letters  were  not 
likely  to  be  broken  open,  examined  and  detained,  as  they  have 
been,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  nations.  Valete. 

Your  Reverences'  obedient  brother, 

Henricus  Selyns. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  OF  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  LEISLER 
AND  COUNCIL  TO  KINO  WILLIAM  III ;  DATED  FORT  WILLIAM, 
NEW  YORK,  OCTOBER  20,  1090. 

They  state  that  this  was  the  fourth  time  that  they  had  written  to  the  Kins, 
telling  how  they  had  preserved  the  Province  of  New  York  from  internal  violence 
and  from  foreign  enemies.  They  also  feared  that  they  would  fall  short  of  ammu 
nition,  and  begged  that  some  might  be  sent.  Their  agent  Captain  Benj.  Blagge 
would  give  particulars.  This  was  signed  by  Leisler  and  eight  members  of  his 
Council,  I'.  I)e  la  Noy,  Saml.  Staat.  ,7.  Bruyn,  Ilend.  Van  Jansen,  Robt.  Lecock, 
Jac.  Mauritz,  Joh.  Provoost.  <J.  Duyckinck.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  751. 

Under  the  same  date.  Leish-r  and  his  Council  wrote  to  the  Karl  of  Shrewsbury 
a  long  letter,  giving  an  account  of  what  had  passed  between  May  1st  and  October 
20,  K590.  He  stated  that  the  New  York  and  New  England  colonies  had  entered  into 
treaty  to  operate  together  against  the  French  in  Canada,  to  start  from  Albany. 
At  the  same  time  there  were  to  be  attacks  by  sea.  Some  French  vessels  had  been 
captured  with  considerable  booty.  The  New  England  soldiers  wanted  Major  Gen 
eral  Winthrop  to  lead  them.  Massachusetts  failed  to  send  her  quota.  Winthrop 
arrived  at  Albany  \\ith  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  five  men,  but  he  slighted 
Leisler's  officers.  He  took  up  quarters  in  Robert  Livingston's  house,  but  difficulties 
arose  between  them.  Leisler  describes  Livingston  as  being  one  of  the  principal 
Instruments  of  all  the  evils  existing,  and  a  principal  actor  in  protesting  against  the 
Supremacy  of  William  IM  ;n  the  Province.  He  demanded  the  surrender  of  Liv- 
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Ingston,  l)iit  this  was  refused.  Wlnthrop  proceeded  towards  Canadn  with  n  small 
force  and  Bullied  sum,,  advantages  over  I  In-  French.  Tin-  letter  proceeds  In  the 
following  strain  In  reference  to  the  Imti-h  Homines: 

••  rpmi  Notice  of  their  return  to  Alt.any  ugaliie.  the  Lieutenant  Governor  p..»trd 
forthwith  to  All. any,  questioning  n,,.  Snld  M:iJ..r.  iwh<>  made  no  defence*.  Securing 
severall  of  the  Chief  Adds  herein,  falllni;  out  nt  such  a  time  when  the  Fl\e  Nne.um 
sent  a  great  number  ,,f  Indians  t«.  make  proposals,  who  desired  their  liberty:  and 
by  them  being  esteemed  a  j;reat  obligacon  thereupon  wen-  .llsmlss.il.  The  Major, 
on  tennes  that  he  should  return  to  New  York  to  make  his  Defence  which  Is  not 
yet  done,  neither  Is  it  probable  that  In-  ever  will:  iltnt  my  Lord  wee  eannott  omit 
to  give  an  account  of  a  more  than  ordinary  Actor  her. -in  one  I»oinlne  HelMus.  a 

Cockaran   Minister,   at    Albany,   aforesaid,    wl ver  inveighed   against    the    Prince  of 

Orange  and  desplghted  his  I»ii:nlties:  upon  notice  of  this  happy  Kcvoluclon. 
preached  to  his  party  (the  Convcncloin  the  legality  of  the  Authority  set  tip  r»y 
King  James,  and  that  all  the  orders.  Commissions  etc.  granted  by  Coll:  Donvan. 
(though  an  Irish  Papist),  were  authentic):  and  to  remalne  In  force,  asserting  that 
the  present  King,  and  was  not  to  superl'itcnd  them,  que-tionlng  the  legality  of 
his  proceedings,  refusing  to  solemni/.e  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  deliverance, 
and  another  of  humlliacon:  shutting  his  door  when  their  Majesties  were  after 
wards  proclaimed  supream  Lord  and  Lady  of  this  Province,  hectoring  his  Con 
sistory,  making  himself  supream  Judge  of  those  things,  saying  he  Is  Priest,  ndvo- 
cate  and  soldier,  being  Principal!  of  Major  Wlnthropes  Council!,  promoting  such 
who  protested  against  Proclaiming  their  said  Majesties  when  their  orders  came: 
corresponding  with  the  Jesuits  in  Canada  as  appears  by  a  certain  letter  written  by 
one  of  that  Society  (which  our  Agent  Captaine  Hlagge  can  produce). 

Since  our  said  I.ienterant  Governor's  returne.  having  secured  that  with  two  hun 
dred  soldiers  In  Garrison  (for  maintenance  whereof  the  Assembly  hath  granted  a 
tax  of  3d  P  Ib  to  lie  levied  in  January  and  March  next),  the  said  I»omlne  finding  his 
designs  thereby  frustrated,  hath  left  his  people  and  shifted  Into  New  Jersey,  from 
thence  to  darke  Corners  of  Long  Island,  proclaiming  him-elf  persecuted  for  mat 
ters  of  conscience,  when  no  other  violence  hath  beene  off  ere.  I  than  the  guilt  within 
him;  associating  himself  with  another  like  himself  Doinine  Varl«-k.  who  for  his 
treasonable  crimes  Is  secured  to  answere  it  the  next  Coiir;  of  Over  and  'IVrmliiiT. 
The  said  Dellius  Is  fled  to  Boston.  In  order  to  go  to  Kngland,  having  obtained  «-.T 
tlticatcs  from  their  Party  to  render  tiling  otherwise  than  in  truth  they  an-,  which 
we  hope  In  due  time  to  manifest,  to  be  necessary  service  to  the  King  .ind  to  the 
Government.  The  circumstances  and  particulars  are  such  and  so  numerous  that  we 
dare  not  press  your  Lon'shipp  with  them:  wherefore  crave  your  fav.r  and  count.- 
nance  to  our  Agent  aforeinen;  loned  who  will  represent  msi  hitherto.  God  be 

thanked.      We  conceive  ourselve*  in   a   g 1    posture   TO  defend   ourselves,    and   may   be 

without  peril  If  those  of  P.oston  prosecute  their  designs  (as  well  given  miti  for  S.-a 
by  Cubec<|.  If  otherwise  wee  must  add  to  our  forces  at  Albany,  dayly  beating  up 
for  volunteers,  and  shall  take  care  to  supplycs  of  Ammunlcon.  though  \v.-e  are 
reduced  to  a  narrow  Stock,  considering  tlie  war.  if  Ills  Majesty  hath  not  alln-ady 
or  doth  not  speedily  supply  u^:  having  but  TIM*'  |i  powder  lii  the  Fort  for  th«-  -«-r\  !<-,• 
of  thirty  seven  Guns,  and  a  new  P.a'tcry  below  It  of  v|\  Guns,  and  JotMi  ||  p,,wd<-r 
for  the  Towne  being  forty  six  Guns,  wishing  as  many  more  of  l»;|.  ..r  '_'•!.  Calaber 
these  at  present  being  too  small,  all  which  wee  now  most  earnestly  entreat  your 
Lordship  to  move  his  Majesty  In  our  behalf  and  as  the  case  requires. 

Praying  God  to  bless  their  Majesties  and  your  Honor  .-raxing  a  charitable  ..pinion 
of  our  Kndeavors  ". 

We   sub-crlbe    My    I.ord. 

Jacob     Lel 
—  c.,1     HOCH.    N.    Y     111 
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CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Rev.  Godfridus  Dcllius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  written  from 
Boston,  Feb.  1.7,  1G91.     Extract,  xxi.  333. 

Very  dear  Gentlemen :  — 

I  do  not  know,  whether  the  letters,  which  L  and  other  minis 
ters  in  this  Province,  have  privately  written  to  yon,  about  the 
pitiful  state  of  the  churches  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  in 
general,  and  of  the  Ministers  in  particular,  have  ever  been  re 
ceived  by  you,  because  so  many  ships  have  been  taken,  by  the 
French.  Lacking  copies  of  said  letters,  your  Reverences  may 
judge  of  our  affairs  and  especiallv  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
me,  after  reading  the  enclosed  address  of  the  French  Protestants 
to  his  Majesty,  and  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  van  Suylestein, 
Master  of  the  horse  to  the  King. 

Gentlemen,  after  I  had,  with  my  family,  arrived  overland  at 
iJoston,  bv  a  very  difficult  journey  in  the  month  of  January,  and 
while  I  was  preparing  to  go  by  way  of  England  to  Holland  in  a 
ship  then  ready  to  sail,  news  was  received  that  the  (new)  Gov 
ernor  of  the  Province  of  Xe\v  York  (Sloughter)  was  on  the  coast, 
and  that  part  of  his  soldiers  had  already  been  landed,  and  that 
he  had  taken  possession  of  the  fort,  and  released  Domine  Varick 
with  other  prisoners.  Several  gentlemen  from  (New)  York,  wh«. 
on  account  of  the  persecutions  had  retreated  here  (to  Boston). 
requested  me,  to  let  the  ship  sail,  and  to  return  to  the  churches 
in  said  Province.  Especially  the  minister  of  Boston,  having 
learned  of  the  work  begun  by  me  of  converting  the  savages  (near 
Albany)  tried  to  persuade  me  by  the  most  touching  arguments 
that  T  should  not  discontinue  that  work,  lie  also  remonstrated 
with  me,  that  it  was  not  just  for  me  to  bear  all  the  expenses  (of 
that  work  with  the  Indians),  neither  was  it  possible  for  me  to 
do  so.  T  allowed  myself  at  last  to  be  persuaded,  and  provision 
ally  to  return  to  New  York  to  learn  what  means  might  be  em- 
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ployed   for  continuing  this  great    and   pious   work,  either  by   tin- 
Governor,  or  by  the  church  there.      For  more  ih:m  sixteen  mouths 
I   have  scattered  among  the  heathen   both  spiritual   and   temporal 
comforts.       I    foniul    that    temporal    things   could    n«»t    he    put   out 
at  better  interest    than   to  gain   souls.      But    1    mu-t    confess,   that 
I    have  not   sufficient   means.      My   yearly   -alary    is    n-.t    quite  one 
thousand   florins,   and    is   not    large  enough   to  enable   me   to  con 
tinue.     The  church  at  Alhanv  is  somewhat   impoverished  and  will 
no  longer  be  in  a  position,  to  give  so  much  as  formerly.      To  a-'. 
for  subsidy  from  the  Crown   of    Kngland    is  generally   too  -low   a 
way;   to  have  recourse  to  your    Reverences   when    this  country 
no    longer    dependent    on    the    Netherlands,    might    be   considered 
impertinent,    if   not    unjust.       I    know,    that    under    these   circum 
stances  there  is  nothing  more  assured   than   to  devote  myself  en 
tirely   to  you,   and   meanwhile  quietly   to   await    heaven's   decrees 
regarding  myself  and  all  my  service.      If   I   should   remain  in  the 
Province  of  Xew   York  for  some  time,    I    shall   -end   you   the  c..n 
fession  of  the  converts,  or  else  hand   them  to  you  myself,   it  com 
pelled    to   return    home.       1    shall   continue    to    pray    the    Almi<:ht\ 
that   he   will    please    to   bless   abundantly,   yur    person-,    and    your 
services.      I    remain   with  great   respect    and    humility, 
Dear  Sirs, 

Your  obedient   and   humble  servant, 

ii'ridus    Deilii  -. 
Host  on,   the    17th  of    February 

1691. 

Iferewith  the  letters   from  the 
churches  at   Alhanv  and   at   the   F.s-.pu-. 
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ADMINISTRATION    OF   GOVERNOR    SLOUGIITER 
MARCH   U>,  1  GUI-JULY  213,  1691. 

TIIK  TEST  ACT.     1691. 

Although  the  Test  Act  was  enacted  in  1673,  it  was  not  intro 
duced  into  New  York  until  161)1,  with  Governor  Sloughter.  It  is 
as  follows : 

I,  A.  B do  solemnly  and  sincerely  in  the  presence  of  God, 

profess,  testitie  and  declare,  that  I  do  believe  that  in  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  there  is  not  any  transubstantiation  of  the  ele 
ments  of  bread  and  wine  into  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  at  or 
after  the  consecration  thereof  by  any  person  whatsoever;  and  that 
the  invocation  or  adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary  or  any  other  saint, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  as  they  are  now  used  in  the  Church 
of  Rome,  are  superstitious  and  idolatrous.  And  I  do  solemnly  in 
the  presence  of  God,  profess,  testifie  and  declare,  that  I  do  make 
this  declaration  and  every  part  thereof  in  the  plain  and  ordinary 
sense  of  the  words  read  unto  me,  as  they  are  commonly  under 
stood  by  English  Protestants,  without  any  evasion  or  mental  reser 
vation  whatsoever,  and  without  any  dispensation  already  granted 
me  for  this  purpose  by  the  Pope  or  any  person  whatsoever,  or 
without  any  hope  of  such  dispensation  from  any  person  or  au 
thority  whatsoever;  or  without  thinking  I  am  or  can  be  acquitted 
before  God  or  man,  or  absolved  of  this  declaration,  or  any  part 
thereof,  although  the  Pope  or  any  other  person  or  persons  or 
power  whatsoever  should  dispense  with  or  annul  the  same,  or  de 
clare  that  it  was  null  and  void  from  the  beginning. 

Xote.  Origin  of  the  Test  Act,  "March  21».  1673,  and  the  causes 
of  its  introduction  in  New  York,  in  16D1. 

On  account  of  the  Roman  tendencies  of  Charles  IT.,  Parliament 
attached  the  Test  Act  to  a  certain  <upply  bill,  and  the  King  was 
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obliged  to  assent  to  it,  or  lose  the  revenue.  This  Act  applied  only 
to  England,  Wales,  Berwick.  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  and  continued 
in  force  until  ISi'l).  It  compelled  .James,  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
brother  of  the  King  to  resign  all  his  offices  in  Kn«rland.  bur  it 
did  not  apply  to  his  proprietorship  of  \e\\-  York,  a-  the  Ameri 
can  plantations  were  not  named  in  his  bill. 

Charles  II.  had  no  legitimate  children,  and  his  brother  Jam.-- 
was  the  prospective  heir  to  the  thrum-.  But  his  two  dauirhter- 
had  been  brought  up  as  Protestants,  and  public  opinion  having 
an  interest  in  a  Protestant  succession,  (for  .lame-  had  not  v.-t  :i 
son)  compelled  him  to  give  his  daughters  in  marriair'-  to  Pr-.te-t- 
ant  princes, —  Ma;1;.,  to  William  «\  nramre.  and  Anne,  to  priip*'- 
(leorge  of  Denmark.  As  the  doinn  i,:'  ihis  had  tided  ('barb-  II. 
over  the  crisis,  the  King  arbitrarily  annulled  the  Te-t  Act  in  i'~ 
application  to  his  brother  .lames,  and  he  was  restored  to  •some  nf 
his  otHces  in  England  without  taking  this  oath.  This  startled  the 
nation.  Meantime  .lames,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  Catholic  co 
religionists  in  America,  had  given  full  liberty  of  conscience  th«-r«- 
to  all  parties.  When  .lames  became  Kinjj.'  in  l»'»^r>.  he  arbitrarily 
annulled  the  Test  Act  in  Kngland  on  his  own  authority.  This 
was  one  of  the  causes  which  brought  »n  the  Kevolntion  of  li'.^v 
and  placed  William  and  Marv  on  the  throne  of  Kngland.  Know 
ing  I  hat.  there  would  not  at  that  crisi-  be  any  special  objection 
thereto,  William  in  his  Commission  and  Instructions  to  (i..\. 
Sloughter  in  HUM,  directed  him  to  require  all  official.-  in  Ne\v 
York  to  subscribe  the  Test  Act.  The  subsequent  anti-Roman 
legislation  in  New  York  was  a  natural  development  therefrom. 
See  the  Law  of  Aug.  '.»,  17<>(»,  against  .Jesuits,  etc. 

CorNcii,  JOURNAL,  \i:w  ^>I:K. 

ICHl.    April    1". 

1.    Ministerial    Maintenance    Bill,      (lovernor    Il.-nry 
propose*!  to  the  Council   ('to  introduce)   "An   Act   for  minister*  in 
everv    town,    and    their    Maintenance.       Council    .Journal,     1:    n<'! 
adopted. 
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From  the  Journal  of  the  Assembly,  New  York. —  1091.  April 
IT;  page  ().  Resolved,  That  the  imprisoning  of  their  Majesties 
protestant  subjects  into  doleful  and  nauseous  prisons,  and  their 
keeping'  them  by  force  and  violence,  without  any  commandment  or 
assignment  of  any  legal  cause,  was  arbitrary  and  illegal,  and  against 
the  dignity  of  their  Majesties  crown  in  England,  and  a  violation  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  Majesties  loyal  subjects  inhabiting 
within  their  Majesties  provinces. 

Resolved,  That  the  proscribing  and  forcing  their  Majesties 
protestant  subjects  to  flee  their  habitations  and  forsake  the  care 
of  their  families,  by  which  the  strength  of  this  province  was  much 
weakened,  was  arbitrary,  illegal  and  destructive  of  their  Majes 
ties  interest  in  this  province. 

Resolved,  That  the  depredations  made  by  the  French  and  In 
dians  upon  Schenectady,  by  which  many  of  their  Majesties  sub 
jects  were  destroyed  and  their  houses  burned,  are  only  to  be  attrib 
uted  to  dis and  disturbances  of  those  who  had  usurped 

a  power  contrary  to  their  Majesties  authority  and  the  right  of 
government  over  this  province. 

(Similar  resolutions  about  the  si-i/ure  uf  goods,  orders  of  money, 
raising  of  forces,  and  refusal  to  surrender.) 

1(591,  April  IS.  "A  Bill  for  settling  the  Ministry,  and  allot 
ting  a  Maintenance  for  them,  in  every  Respective  City  and  Town 
that  Consists  of  Forty  Families  and  upwards  ". 

(This  would  have  included  Albany,  Kingston,  Schenectady,  etc. 
Compare  "Ministry  Act",  1093.) 

Journal  of  Notes  and  Proceedings  of  General  Assembly,  17(54. 
i.  80-34. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  MEMORIAL    PRESENTED   BY   CAPT.   BLAGOK,   TO 
THE  T\IN<;  IN   FAVOR  OF  LEISLER. 

(Ap.   -27,   IC.iil.! 

Tlic  notion  of  the  I  Mitch  plott  cannot  bo  applicable  to  Leisler  and  his  adherents; 
i  he  much  greater  part  of  Albany  which  wholly  consists  of  Dutch  people,  and  all 
the  men  of  best  repute  for  religion,  e8tatte,  and  integrity  of  the  Dutch  nacon. 
throughout  the  whole  1'rovince,  having  alwaies  been  manifestly  against  Leisler 
and  his  society,  in  all  their  ille^all  and  irregular  proceedings. 
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I  find,  that  Jacob  Leisler  n  man  of  desperate  fortune,  ambitiously  did  assume 
uuto  himself  the  title  of  Li.-uti  nant  •«;«. \ernor  of  this  I'mUiu-e  of  N«-w  V..rk.  and 
chose  a  cornice 1  of  y«-  meanest  and  most  abj.-et  <-i>imin.ii  p.-., pi,.;  made  to  hlms.-lf  n 
Bread  Si-ale,  which  lie  culled  ye  S.  :i!e  of  y.-  l'ro\  ln<-,-.  \vlth  ye  usuall  arm.--  «>f 
Kings  of  England:  and  alMxcd  The  sam.-  to  >..m,-  unlawf.il  jcraunts  ,.f  land  within 
this  1'roviuce;  and  eummissioiiHted  under  ye  -aim-  JuMic.-v  «if  ye  IV:n-.-.  In  who.,* 
hartes  were  mischi.-f.  Hi-  constituted  Courts  of  <»>,r  and  T.-rmlm-r.  ami  try.-. I 
sevcrall  Kiibjeets  for  pretended  treason,  murth.-r  and  o- h.-r  .-rlmrs.  Id-  ta\.-d  and 
levied  nioiuiey  upon  their  Majesties  snbj.-cts  to  tli.-ir  grh-\o.|s  oppn-^l'  n  ami  k-n-at 
impoverishinent.  When  he  wanted  more  monney  for  his  <»«.-aslons.  !i<-  f.,r<-«-bly 
robbed  and  spoil,  d.  l.n.ke  open  doors  and  I...-X  \v.  r.-  he  ^ilssvd  It  was  t.-  !.,-  f,.uiul. 
aud  carried  away  to  ye  vallue  <if  some  thousands  of  pounds  In  mon.'.v  or  ^<».<Ss; 
and  all  this  against  the  b.-st  I'rorestant  subj.-cts  in  th.-  I'mvln.-.-.  II,-  Imprison. -<| 
whom  he  feared,  without  r.ny  <.!ht-r  i-ause  tiian  that  th.-ir  integrity  to  y<-  I'rot.-stant 
Interest,  and  fidelity  to  their  Majesties,  beeaim-  a  terr»ire  to  him.  some  of  th.-m 
after  n  t.-dious  conliyiiment,  witlmut  «-ollour  of  law.  he  whip!  and  branded:  and 
nome  he  kept  in  dun-sse  so  it.iiu'  .'is  lie  liehl  ye  fort.— Col.  !'".•-.  N.  Y.  III.  701  :.. 

•  loTHNAL   <>l-'    .\SSKMl:i.Y.    Ni.YV    ^'(^KK.-        1  »''.'  1  .    M  ;iv    1  si  :    )';iLr«'    '•'. 

Information  was  pivon  that  Ihillv  (Daillo),  tin-  Frmrh  minister, 
bud  received  a  petition,  sifrned  liv  >everjil  «»f  tin-  inhabitants  <>f 
Harlem  and  Westchester.  Paille  was  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  House  and  give  information.  lie  appeared,  and  was  asked 
through  an  interpreter,  whether  he  had  such  a  naper.  !!••  n-iu-i-s 
to  give  any  information.  He  was  committed  for  contempt  until 
ho  should  answer.  In  the  afternoon  he  said  that  he  had  received 
such  a  paper,  but  his  wife  had  burned  it.  etc.  He  was  discharged 
after  paying  certain  tines. 

KJIM.  Mav  1,  pa  ire  in.  A  bill  for  the  -ettliiiL'  of  a  ministry  was 
read  the  first  time.  Not  answering  the  intent  of  the  House,  it  wap 
rejected.  Another  Hill  ordered  t-.  be  brought  in. 

KiiM,  May  5,  pap-  1<>.  An  Ac;  for  Ministers  in  every  town 
and  their  maintenance. 

KiVl,   Mav   15.   paL'e    11.      Petition  of   Halliu.-.    French  minister, 
was  read.     Ordered  that   Rev.  Selyns  and  X'ariek,  ministers  of  the 
Dutch    Churches,    and    the    Fid.  i>    of   the    French    Church 
this  citv    (New   York)   examine  the  allegations  and   report    to  this 
House. 

Journal  of  Council,  New  York,  HUM,  May  IL'.  Henry 
Sloughter,  Governor.  A  P.ill  declaring  what  are  the  rights  and 
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privileges  of  their  Majesties  subjects  inhabiting  within  this  Prov 
ince  of  Xew  York.  Assented  unto  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 
with  these  amendments : 

(Fourth)    In  the  clause  concerning  liberty  of  conscience  — 
Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  mentioned  or  contained,  shall 
extend  to  give  liberty  for  any  persons  of  the  Romish  religion,  to 
exercise  their  manner  of  worship  contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  ihoir  majesties  .Kingdom  of  England.      Council  Journal,  3. 

1691,  May  13.  Richard  Ingoldesby,  Governor.  A  Bill  to  ease 
people  that  are  scrupulous  in  swearing.  Passed.  Council  Jour 
nal,  10. 

The  Law  as  Passed. 

"  No  Person  or  Persons  which  profoss  Faith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ,  his  only 
Son,  shall  at  any  time  be  any  way  molested,  punished,  disturbed,  disquieted,  or 
called  in  question  for  any  Difference  of  Opinion,  or  matter  of  Religious  Concern 
ment,  who  do  not  under  that  pretence  disturb  the  Civil  Peace  of  the  Province,  etc. 
And  that  all  and  every  such  Person  and  Persons  may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  freely  have  and  fully  enjoy  his  or  their  Opinion,  Persuasions  and 
Judgements  in  matters  of  Conscience  ami  Religion  throughout  all  this  Province:  and 
freely  meet  at  convenient  places  within  this  Province,  and  there  worship  according 
to  their  respective  Persuasions,  without  being  hindered  or  molested,  they  behaving 
themselves  peaceably,  quietly,  modestly,  and  Religiously,  and  not  using  this  liberty 
to  Licentiousness,  nor  to  the  civil  Injury  or  outward  Disturbance  of  others. 
Always  Provided.  That  nothing  herein  mentioned  or  contained  shall  extend  to  give 
liberty  to  any  persons  of  the  Romish  Religion  to  exercise  their  manner  of  worship, 
contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  their  Majesty's  Kingdom  of  England  ". — 
Bradford's  Laws,  p.  4,  Ed.  1710. 

(Compare  with  Law  of  Charter  of  Liberties,  October  30,  10,83;  but  which  was 
vetoed  by  .lames,  as  King  in  10,sr>.) 

LELSLER'S  SPEECH  AT  THE  GALLOWS. 

1091,  10  May. 

The  great,  wise  and  omnipotent  creator  of  all  things,  visible  and  invisible,  who, 
from  the  time  of  our  first  coming  ashore  in  this  vale  of  tears,  misery  and  affliction, 
hath  to  this  present  moment  protected  us,  be  magnified,  praised  and  glorified 
forever.  Amen. 

Gentlemen  and  P.rethren: —  I  hope,  through  the  grace  and  fear  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
that  we  are  not  insensible  of  our  dying  condition;  but  like  penitent  mortals  we 
submit  our  lives  and  all  thai  appertains  to  us,  into  the  hands  of  divine  protection, 
prostrating  ourselves  before  the  fool-stool  of  that  immaculate  Lamb  of  God  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world;  hoping  that,  through  His  meritorious  death,  our 
iniquities  may  be  done  away  with,  and  our  pardons  sealed  on  earth  before  we  go 
hence;  humbly  imploring  that  not  through  our  own  merits  of  justification,  but 
through  the  merit  of  Him  that  is  willing  to  save  our  souls,  we  may  become  precious 
in  the  eyes  of  God,  and  live  forever  in  the  Kingdom  of  Eternal  Glory,  when  time 
shall  be  no  more. 

It  is  true  that  we  have,  at  the  request  of  the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  and  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  our  families,  taken  in  hand  great 
and  weighty  matters  of  state,  requiring,  it  Is  true,  more  wise,  cunning  and  powerful 
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pilots  than  either  of  us  could  claim  to  he;  l,,it  considering  that  In  the  time  of  this 
distracted  country's  greatest  nccasslty.  n..  person  could  be  found.  Hint  were  in  any 
capacity  of  nulling  us  against  a  common  «  ii.-my.  \v)i«.  would  take  tin-  helm-  we. 
for  the  glory  of  tin-  Protestant  interest,  tin-  establishment  of  tin-  present  govern 
inent.  and  the  strengthening  of  the  <-ountiy  against  .ill  f..r.-k'ii  :ii  ,  enip:  .-.  thought 
It  a  serviceable  act  that  our  poor  einle:ivi.rs  should  not  !..•  wanting  In  anything  Hint 
WHS  needful. 

We  will  not  deny  that  many  excesses  have  been  commit'ed.  oftentimes  against 
our  will,  between  the  tini--  of  our  undertaking  and  tn<-  arrival  ..f  governor 
Sloughtcr:  and  oftentimes  we  wished,  during  our  unhappy  abode  In  power.  t«.  see 
a  period  put  to  the  distracted  affairs  such  as  then  were  racing,  and  perhaps  :m  to 
some  of  which  we  were  not  faultless,  of  such  us  -,ve  have  injured.  \\  ,.  humbly  beg 
forgivness.  desiring  them  every  one.  with  Christian  charity,  to  bury  all  malice  in 
our  graves.  And  here,  before  C,od  and  Hie  world,  we  do  declare,  as  dying  sinners. 
that  we  not  only  forgive  the  greatest  and  most  inveterate  of  our  enemies.  but  ac 
cording  to  the  pattern  of  our  dyini_-  Savi-r.  \\  e  <::y  •  Ka'hcr  forgive  them.  f..r  they 
know  not  what  they  do.'  So  far  from  revenge  do  we  depi.rt  this  world,  thai  we 
require  and  make  it  our  dying  request  to  all  our  relations  and  friend*.  That  they 
should,  in  time  to  come,  be  forgetful  of  any  Injury  done  to  us  or  either  of  us;  so 
that,  on  both  sides,  the  discord  and  dissension  iwhich  was  created  by  ihe  devl!  In 
the  beglnnlngi  may,  with  our  ashes,  be  buried  In  oblivion,  never  more  to  rise  up 
for  the  trouble  of  future  posterity.  The  Lord  grant  thai  the  offering  of  our  blood 
may  be  a  full  satisfaction  for  all  the  disorders  to  this  time  committed,  and  that. 
forever  after,  the  spirit  of  unity  may  remain  among  our  brethren  mi  earth. 

All    that    for  our  dying   comfort    we   can    say.    concerning   the   point    for    which    we 
are   condemned    is   to    declare,    as   our    last    words,    before    that    <iod    whom    we    hopi» 
before  long  to  see,  that  our  sole  aim  and  object  In  the  conduct   of  the  government 
was    to    maintain    the    interest    of   our    sovereign    lord    and    lady,    and    the    Reformat 
Protestant    Churches    in    these    parts.      If    there    be    any    that    think    otherwise,    uis 
from    scandalous    reports    and    misrepresentations    we    must     believe    tin-re    arc.i    we 
shall    not    trouble    them    with    many    arguments,    being    persuaded    that    e\ery    food 
Protestant    of   this   country,    who    has    been    acquainted    with    our    transaction-,    can. 
from    his   conscience,    aver   the   falsehood   and    maliciousness  of   such    aspersion-*.      AH 
for  Major  Ingoldsby's  coming  to  demand  the  garrison  after  his  arrival,   had   h 
in    the    least,    produced    any    testimonial    of    his    authority    to    receive    the    -am 
discharge   us,    we   would    as   readily   have   delivered    tin-   fort    ;;s   he   could   a-U    !t 
as  these   things  are  past    and   gone,    they   are   not    worth    noting. 

The   Lord,   of  his  Infinite   mercy,    preserve   the    King  and    (.»>  .....  n    from    tralto.- 
deceitful  enemies;  (Jod  be  merciful  unto,   and  ble-s 
kingdoms,    unto   which   we   iieloiig;   <J«>d   preserve  thi 
and  spiteful  wretches  at    h 
Council,  Assembly  and  Go 


propagate  ilioir  Majesty's  i 
piety.  The  Lord  of  heaven, 
and  convert  those*  that  are  out  of  the  way;  let  his  mercies  likewise  admlnl-t<-r  '  rue 
comfort  to  all  that  are  desolate,  grieved,  oppressed.  In  misery  or  other  attll  .-n,,im. 
especially  the  souls  of  that  poor  family  unto  \\hldi  we  formerly  belonged.  Our 
only  comfort  in  this  case  is  that  C,,.d  has  promised  to  take  care  of  the  widow*  and 
the  fatherless.  Recommending  them  all.  this  dying  moment.  Into  the  hand**  of  one 
that  is  able  and  willing  M  save  those  thar  seek  him;  desiring  them  to  put  their 
perpetual  confidence  In  the  mercies  of  one  that  IH-MT  fnlleth.  and  not  to  weep  for 
us  that  are  departing  to  our  Hod;  but  rather  to  weep  f,,r  themselves  that  are  here 
behind  us,  to  remain  In  a  state  of  misery  and  trouble. 

(Jentlerucn.  you  v  111  all.  I  hope.  Christian  like.  I-.-  charitable  to  our  i||mn*iiii-i| 
famllleK  that  are  to  remain  with  you.  Join  with  us  In  the  prayer  for  Hie  pr.-Hi-rvn- 
tion  of  our  Immortal  souls  In  a  kincdmn  of  never  dying  glory,  unto  which.  <!od.  In 
his  Infinite  inercv.  bring  us  all.  A  men.  A  nidi.  Valentine'*  New  York.  pp.  :!O.V11«. 
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PROPOSITIONS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  MOHAWKS  TO  GOVERNOR 
SLOUGHTER. 

Propositions  made  by  the  praying  Indians  of  the  three  Tribes  or  races  of  the 
Maquass.  to  His  Excellency  Coll.  Henry  Sloughter  Capt.  General  and  Governor  in 
Cheife  of  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  the  Honourable  Couucill,  and  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  Citty  of  Albany  in  the  Citty  Hall  the  2Gth  day  of 
May  1691. 

Present  —  His  Excellency  the  Governor  Dirck  Wessels,  Recorder 

Coll.  Joseph  Dudley  Jan  Becker 

Coll.  Thomas  Willet  Evert  Banker 

Coll.   Stephen  Van  Courtland  Claes  Ripse 

Capt.   William   Pinhorne  Jan   Bleeker 

William  Nicholls  Gerrit  Ryerse 

Major  Peter  Schuyler.   Mayor  Eghhert  Teunise,   Aldermen 

Brother  Corlaer, 

We  Maquase  of  the  three  races  or  Tribes  of  our  Country  being  praying  Indians, 
are  come  to  see  you  and  are  glad  to  see  a  Governor  come  from  our  Great  King  of 
England;  we  are  sensible  of  the  great  hazard  and  danger  you  have  undergone  to 
come  to  us,  and  if  any  of  your  men  dyed  upon  the  voyage  by  the  cold  season  of  the 
yea  re  and  badd  weather,  wee  desire  that  the  tears  for  their  death  may  be  wiped 
off,  and  that  you  may  not  be  troubled  or  grieved  at  it  but  look  upon  us  with  a 
good  and  clear  eye,  meaning  a  good  heart.  Give  three  fathom  of  wampum. 

Brother  Corlaer.  Wee  are  extn-amly  rejoyced  to  see  your  Excellency  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  safe  arrived  here  and  to  see  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
conviend  with  you  in  this  house,  wee  are  not  commissionate  by  the  Sachims  of  our 
Nation  to  treat  of  public!;  affairs  but  being  praying  Indians  and  your  children,  think 
ourselves  obliged  to  congratulate  your  safe  arrival  in  a  speciall  manner,  and  bid 
your  Excellency  heartily  welcome.  Do  give  a  Beaver  and  an  Otter. 

Father  Corlaer,  Wee  are  extreamly  obliged  to  your  Excellency  and  do  returne  you 
our  hearty  thanks  for  restoreing  to  us  our  Minister  Domiue  Godeuridus  Dellius,  we 
were  very  sorry  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  us  in  the  late  troubles,  wee  hope  that 
your  Excellency  will  for  the  future  take  an  especial  care,  that  we  may  be  in 
structed  in  the  Christian  Religion  for  the  wake  and  faint  setting  forward  of  that 
great  worke  hitherto  among  us,  has  occasioned  our  Brethren  to  be  drawn  out  of  our 
Country  to  the  French  by  their  Preists.  Doe  give  a  Beaver  and  an  Otter. 

Father  Corlaer,  We  do  againe  congratulate  your  Excellency's  safe  arrival,  and  are 
glad  to  see  you  and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  convened  together:  our  earnest  request 
and  desire  is,  that  you  will  take  great  care  we  may  be  instructed  in  the  Christian 
Religion:  we  are  fully  resolved  to  settle  ourselves  at  Tionondoroge*  (a  place  lifty 
six  miles  above  Albany*  and  pray  that  we  may  have  ministers  to  instruct  us  as  the 
French  send  Preists  to  instruct  their  Indians;  yea  they  are  so  zealous  in  their  way 
that  they  send  their  Priests  to  teach  the  Indians  (mite  to  Diouondade  which  is 
three  hundred  Leagues  above  Canada.  Doe  give  two  Beavers. 

Father  Corlaer,  The  Great  Cod  of  Heaven  has  opened  our  eyes,  that  we  discerne 
the  difference  betwixt;  Christianity  and  Paganism,  and  by  means  of  the  authority 
here,  we  have  partaken  of  that  benetitt  to  be  instructed  in  the  Religion  of  thf» 
Great  King  <;f  England  that  is  they  Protestant  Religion,  wherein  we  are  instructed 
already.  Doe  give  two  Reavers. 


*  Now  known  as  Fort  Hunter.  Montgomery  county.  See  New  York  Documentary 
History,  s\,>..  iii.,  I  MIL*. 

t  "  True  Christian  Religion,  and  we  Desyre  and  Pray  the  Continuation  of  it,  that 
we  may  lie  instructed  in  the" — follows  here  in  the  copy  of  this  document  in  New 
York  Colonial  ManuserlMts.  xxxvii 
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Father  Corlaer,     We  would  make  your  Ex, -ellency  a  considerable  present,  that   we 

re  able,   we  are  soldiers  and  d,,  present   you   with   that    wherewith   we  adorn,-  our 

selvea.   when   we  «oe   out    to   warr  (that   is  a    Pouch   made  of   PorkepHu.  quills)   and 

desire   that   your    Excellency    will    he   pleased    ,o   arcept    f|f   |||a|    ,,rriami.nt    fls   ,.,„„,. 

from  your  chuldren. 

A  true  Copy  examined  j>r. 

Robert   Livingstone 
Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    III.    771.    77'J 

A.NSWK.K  OF  GOVKKXOR  S  I.on  ;  I ITF.K   To  THK   ClIKISTIAN    MollA\YK>. 

His  Kx.-.Mlenev-s  answer  to  the  iin.|.,.sit  ions  made  t,y  the  Ma-juaH,-  praying 
Indians.  Albany  the  ur.th  day  of  May  Anno  H;:»l. 

Children.  I  am  ii.-arllly  K\m\  to  see  and  receive  s,,  many  of  the  praying  Indians 
who  acknowledge  themselves  Children  of  the  Covernm.-nt  <.f  tin-  Jiri-at  King  of 
England.  I  shall  always  ar.-,,unt  them  as  siieh.  and  treat  them  a .nlin^ly. 

I  was  very  well  pleased  with  Doniine  Delllus.  y,,nr  minister  was  still  "at  H..NI..II 
not  y<-t  r. -moved  out  of  the  Country  whome  1  sent  for  and  cam.-  to  in.-  at  New 
York.  :ind  was  willing  to  return  for  your  sakes.  1  hope  I  have  already  is,,  w.-ib 
provided  for  him  here,  that  will  en.-.Mirag.-  his  att>-inlaiiee  upon,  and  puttln«  f'-r 
ward  of  that  good  work  in  his  hand,  but  above  all  en«-oura^enn-nts  I  reeommend 
your  obed'n-n.-e  and  ol»servan<-«-  of  his  Ministry  as  the  greatest. 

I  am  eonti-nte«l  at  your  settlement  at  the  place  called  Tlonondonme  as  yon  pr,. 
pose,  and  as  you  are  at  present  instructed  here  at  Albany,  s.,  In  tlm...  1  doubt  n-.t 
but  such  care  shall  be  had  that  you  may  be  stipplyed  with  Instruction  a:  your  "\vn 
habitations. 

I  am  very  well  pleased  that  tin-  understanding  in  KHi^ion  is  so  fair  ad  van. -.-.I 
that  you  cannoi  only  distinguish  between  the  Christian  Religion  and  Paganism  Imt 
also  between  the  Reformed  Religion  and  that  of  the  Romans;  I  hope  your  Minl-t«T 
will  take  care  further  to  instruct  you  in  the  Religion  of  our  «;r«-at  I'r.itestant  Kiii^- 
whome  I  will  acquaint  svitb  this  your  present  application;  as  for  your  apoloKi/.,-  f.-r 
your  small  present  was  needless,  'tis  your  ^'ood  heart  that  only  nc,-epiable  to  me 
Was  given  them:  one  do/en  sioekinus,  six  sliirts.  three  ba^-gs  of  powder,  sixte,-ii 
Ijnrrs  of  lead,  thirty  ^ul:  strung  wampum,  three  Runletts  Rumm.  (three  rolls  of 
Tobaccoi  and  privately  to  the  Cheife  men  some  Coats  of  Duffells. 

A   true  copy  examined  by   Robert    Livingstone.-  -  c,(|.    poo.    N.    Y.   ill.   7711. 

(jrOVEltxoit   Si.m  <; HTI-.K'S   Ai>i»i:i-:ss  'i'o  TIN.    I'Y.'i;    NATIONS. 

Propositions  made  by  his  Excellency  Coll.  Henry  Sloiiu'hter  Capi.  Cenerall  :ni.| 
(Jovernor  in  Cheife  of  the  Province  of  New  York  ami  the  honoiirab'e  Council  In  the 
presence  ..f  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  ,,f  Albany  and  the  .luvilces  of  ML- 
said  County  to  the  Ma<|uass,  (ineydes.  Onnondatft-s,  Cayou^es  and  Sinnckes.  In 
the  Cilty  Hall  of  Albany  the  tlr>t  day  of  June,  in  the  thlr.l  yeaie  of  their, 
Majesties  Rei-ne  Anno,,  Domini  1O1. 

The  P.reiiiren  may  remember  that  they  \v,-re  strictly  charged  by  tin-  former 
Covcrnours  of  this  Place,  not  !o  treat  with  tin-  common  Enemy,  without  particular 
orders  from  this  <  ;»\  eminent  which  no-,-,  aualn  I  must  In  an  especlnll  manner 
reeommend  unto  you  to  observe  the  more  becaim.-  their  Jesuits  nn-  too  Mubtlle  for 
you  and  always  ,-ndeavour  to  deceive  you  as  they  have  lately  done,  som,-  of  our 
Indians  which  they  have  drawne  over  to  their  owne  l(«-ll«lon  and  Country. 

I  must  ae,j\i:iint  the  I'.rei  hn-n.  that  It  was  vi-ry  unpleasant  HCWN  to  me.  which 

was  told  me  at  Schem-ctady  two  days  a«o.  by  the  I r  ill«t rcssed  InlinbltnntM  of 

that  village,  how  that  some  of  the  Un-thn-n  hai-  burnt  and  deHtror.-d  m-\.-r:il  of 
their  deserted  houses  and  barm-s.  and  have  killed  tlu-lr  horseM.  c,nt|.-.  HO^H  and 
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Poultry  in  the  woods,  left  by  the  Enemy,  which  is  an  uncharitable  act  and  ouuht 
to  be  enquired  into  and  for  the  future  prevented  and  remedied. —  Col.  Dors.  N.  V. 
iii.  773. 


ANSWER  or  THE  FIVK  XATIONS  TO  Gov.  SLAUGHTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Answer  of  the  Oneydes,  Onnondages.  Cayougos  and  Sinnekes  Sachims  to  the 
proposal  of  His  Excellency  Coll.  Henry  Slougliter  Captain  Generall  and  Governor 
in  CheitV  of  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  in  the  Citty  Hall  of  Albany  the  2nd  day 
i.f  June  in  the  third  yeare  of  their  Majesties  Reigne  Annoq  Domini  1091. 


We  have  been  informed  by  our  Forefathers  that  in  former  times  a  Ship  arrived 
here  in  this  Country  which  was  a  matter  of  great  admiration  to  us,  especially  our 
desire  was  to  know  what  was  within  her  Belly.  In  that  Ship  were  Christians, 
amongst  the  rest  one  Jaques  with  whom  we  made  a  Covenant  of  friendship,  which 
covenant  hath  since  been  tied  together  with  a  chaine  and  always  ever  since  kept 
inviolable  by  the  brethren  and  us.  in  which  Covenant  it  was  agreed  that  whoever 
should  hurt  or  prejudice,  the  one  should  be  guilty  on  injuring  all,  all  of  us  being 
comprehended  in  one  common  league.  Doe  give  four  pieces  of  Beaver. 


You  have  enjoyned  us  to  be  obedient  and  dutiful,  we  have  never  been  wanting  in 
our  parts,  we  have  shewed  our  readiness,  when  our  Brethren  of  Schenectady  were 
destroyed,  by  immediately  girding  ourselves  and  pursuing  of  the  Enemy,  and  we 
four  Nations  have  positively  concluded  to  prosecute  the  warr  with  all  vigour  as 
yon  order  us.  as  long  as  we  live  and  never  speake  of  peace  without  the  common 
consent,  for  we  are  all  one  heart  one  head  one  scalp  which  never  is  to  be  sepa 
rated,  we  four  Nations  have  no  hand  in  any  treaty  or  Correspondence  with  the 
Freneh  or  their  Indians  but  abhorr  the  same,  and  we  desire  that  our  Brethren  the 
i  hristians  keep  no  correspondence  with  them  by  letters  or  otherwise.  Doe  give 
live  Beavers. 


Lastly  we  recommend  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Gents  of  Albany  Hilliken  the 
Interpreter  who  doth  good  service  for  the  publick  and  is  our  mouth  and  ears;  take 
her  as  the  daughter,  and  provide  for  her  that  she  may  not  want  since  she  is  soi 
*crvi«-eable  both,  to  us  and  to  you.  and  we  recommend  her  to  mind  her  business 
well  and  to  interprett  a  right  as  well  on  your  Excellency's  side  as  on  ours.  Doe 
give  her  four  ps.  Beavers. 

A  true  eopy  examined  pr.   Robert  Livingstone. —  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   iii.  774-777. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Letter   from    Rev.    Selyns    from    Xew    Xetherland. 

1601,  June  5th. 

Rev.  Horeslaar  read  a  letter  from  Rev.  Selyns,  written  in  (lit. 
out  of)  Xew  Xetherland,  stating  that  Rev.  Laurence  van  den 
Tx-cli,  who  had  been  called  from  Staten  Island  to  Aesopu?  had 
been  deposed  irom  his  ministerial  office  hv  them,  on  account  of  his 
drunkenness  and  immoralities.  Tie  refused,  however,  to  submit 
himself  t<>  ilns  censure,  and  in  the  meantime  continued  in  his 
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drunkenness  and  immoralities,  and  this  brought  a  blot  <>n  the 
ministry  of  the  (iospel.  He  also  said  that  the  state  of  the  church 
there  was  in  great  decline;  that  it  sccnu-d  as  if  everything  would 
go  to  destruction,  unless  a  higher  power  take  care  of  the  welfare 
of  these  churches,  and  proper  order  he  reestablished.  lie  re 
quested  therefore,  that  the  Rev.  Classis  would  lend  a  hand  in  this 
business,  that  the  church  order  lie  not  entirely  trodden  under  foot. 
Tin-  Assembly,  after  discussing  this  matter,  resolved  that  the 
Deputati  ad  res  Maritimas  examine  the  Acta  of  the  churches  of 
.\e\v  Xetherland,  to  discover  whether  more  light  may  not  appear 
therein,  regarding  the  government  of  those  ehurcho  since  thev 
came  under  English  rule;  and  to  take  action  in  accordance  with 
tho  situation  of  affairs,  viii.  inj.  HI:;  ;  >.i\.  i' '.:;. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES. 

New   Xetherland. 

l»it»l.  June  i'7rh. 

The  riassis  directed  us  to  examine  the  back  Ada  in  iv^tr.i 
to  the  passinir  of  censure  upon  a  mini-lei1  in  New  NVtherland. 
IFaving  done  this  we  find  no  instance  that  the  Classis  "f  Am-ter 
dam  ha-  had  any  hand  in  such  business;  but  we  did  lind  that  : 
minister.  Iv»-v.  Tessehenmnkcr  had  been  dismissed  by  the  "Magi-- 
trates  of  New  Albany;  and  a  schoolmaster  mi  L<>ni:  Maud  h.i<! 
been  deported  (deposed)  bv  the  Consistory  ot  the  Dutch  village-, 
without  having  aske<l  the  approval  of  the  Cla  — i-  th«-ivt.». 


To  Ills  Kxi-.-lli'iK-y  Culon.-l  Ht-iiry  SI..IIUIM.T  (J.. \.-rimr  «»f  tin-  I'r-.viii.-.-  of  \.-w 
Vci-k,  uinlcr  lli"ir  It.iyjill  MnJcstlt-H  Kliik'H  William  an. I  gii.-ni  Mary.  ••!•• 

Tin-  humlili-  |ii-tllliiii  <>f  Ji-pMiilah  Holmnl  Mlnlsl.-r  of  H.-inp^.-l.  «.»  I.<mc  Itlan.l 
in  (Queens  Ciniiiiy  in  tin-  I'ro\  lui-c  afort-snlil. 

liunilily    shcu.-th: 

Tluil  your  |..-l  It  I..II.T  !i;ivi-ln«  for  th-s,-  last  ,-l^!il  y.-urn.  an.l  upwar.U.  n|i<ni  th 
rall  and  affrifinrnt  with  tin-  prop f  M.-mpnt.-.!.  m  I..--  th.-lr  Mlnlnt-r.  l.nli..uro.l 

uuionifHt  Ih.-m  In  that  holy  f.ni. -iliiti.  l.ut  am  murh  nllllrt.-.!  for  want   of  that  H(|IMMI<! 
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annually  promised,  and  not  duly  payd,  whereby  your  poor  petitioner's  self  and 
family  sustaynes  great  sufferings  and  wants  to  the  both  weakening  his  hands  and 
discouraging  his  heart  in  the  sayd  work,  and  indeed  cannot  longer  continew  with 
out  some  help  and  relief  from  your  Excellency  1  doe  therefore  humbly  crave  your 
Excellency's  succour  and  Relief  in  the  premises,  that  a  course  and  method  may  bo 
used,  so  as  all  areareages  may  be  payd  and  the  burden  of  the  future  alleviated, 
that  the  gospel  may  have  incouragement,  etc.  So  your  humble  petitioner  shall  pray 
as  in  all  duty  bound.  Ever  your  Excellency's  to  serve  in  all  things  to  utmost 
power  etc. 

New   York,  July  3,  1091. 

Governor  Sloughter's  Order  on  the  Above. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Smith 

&  Mr.   Ffrancis  Chappell: 

I  understand  by  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hobart  the  Minister  of  Hempsted,  that  his  annual! 
maintenance  from  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  said  town  is  not  duly  paid  in  unto  him 
according  to  ye  agreement  and  former  Method  of  ye  town  and  that  ye  Kates  for  ye 
last  and  former  years  are  in  your  hands,  I  am  also  informed  that  you  are  ye  sworn 
Constables  and  Collectors  in  ye  said  town  I  therefore  desire  and  direct  you  that  all 
care  be  taken  for  ye  Collection  and  payment  of  what  is  due  to  ye  said  Mr.  Hubbard 
according  to  ye  usuall  Methods  unless  you  have  anything  to  offer  to  ye  Contrary 
and  let  it  be  done  forthwith  the  said  Mr.  Hubbard  Complaining  of  great  Necessity. 

I  am  your  friend.—  Doc.   Hist.   N.    Y.  iii.   123,   124. 
Endorsed. 

Copy  letter  to  Smith  &  Chappell. 

DEATH  OF  Gov.  SLOUGHTER. 

"  Governor  Sloughter  died,  July  23,  1G91,  two  months  after  the  execution  of  the 
unfortunate  Leisler.  He  was  succeeded  by  Benjamin  Fletcher,  who  arrived  in  New 
York,  August  29,  1G92.  Under  this  Governor,  Trinity  Church  came  into  existence, 
and  here  the  record  of  the  annals  of  the  venerable  parish  begins  ". —  Dix,  75. 
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ADMINISTRATION     OF     DEPUTY-GOVERXOR     KK  MI- 
AIM)  I.\<;<>U>KSI,Y.    JTLV  !'•;,  H-.-.M  ATC.  L".«.  !»;!»:>. 

TlIK    OoMMAXDEIMX-ClIIEF    AND   CoFNCIL   n|      \f,W    YoUK    To    Mi:. 

BLATHWAYT. 

New    York,    August    «5tli    Hi'.il. 
Sir:— 

We  must  acquaint  yon  that  on  the  li.'lrd  Instant  (July.  UIlUi  Ills  F.xcellen.y  C..II. 
Sloujihter  our  (Jovernor  departed  tliis  life  In  a  very  suil<l:iiii  niann.-r.  whose  body 
we  caused  to  be  opened  liy  the  Phiset  iaus  ami  ( 'hurnnreaiis  <>n  tin-  plan-;  n  copy  of 
whose  report  to  us  upon  their  oaths  we  have  herewith  sent  you,  l.y  which  you  will 
see  their  opinion  coiieeniing  the  cause  of  his  death.  The  I.or.l  governor  was  at  the 
time  of  his  death  preparing  to  nlve  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  riiintaeons.  nn 
account  of  tlie  state  and  condicon  of  this  Province,  and  liee  helm:  prevented  by  this 
nnexpecte.l  accident  we  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us  in  render  their  Lord 
ships  and  yourselfe  tlie  best  relation  of  affairs  we  are  capalde  of 

The  Inclosed  Narrative  will  inform  you  of  the  resistance  :nade  t.y  .lacnl,  LeMer 
and  his  associates  to  .Major  Inpddsby  and  the  KInir's  forces  on  the  Covernor'* 
arrival  here  on  the  lltth  of  March  last.  Hee  found  the  country  .ill  In  urines. 
Lelsler  with  near  four  hundred  men  in  the  fort  lireiiu'  upon  the  towne.  where  he 

killed   and   wounded  severail  of  tlie  p le.      After   he  had    published   his  commission 

he  sent  Major  In^oldsliy  to  demand  tlie  surrender  of  the  Kort.  which  was  tlattly 
denyed.  However  Leisler  sent  one  Stoll  who  knew  the  Governor  In  MiiKland.  to  see 
if  he  was  really  come.  Tpon  his  return  to  Lelsler.  the  (Joxern-T  sent  a  s,.,-,,nd 
summons,  which  was  likewise  refused,  and  then  Leisler  s(.Mt  two  ,,f  his  principal! 
counsellors  Mill.orne  and  Kelanoy  to  .•apltulate:  which  \\..uld  not  |,e  admitted  and 
they  were  ordered  immediately  to  lie  secured.  The  next  day  hr  sent  to  demand 
the  prisoners,  lint  the  (lovernor  would  not  receive  their  message,  resolvlnjj  '<>  nttiifj 
the  F«»rt  by  sea  and  land,  having  ordered  the  man  of  warr  lo  pi  and  ly  at  the 
hack  of  the  Fort  and  Major  Infolds!. y  to  march  with  the  Klnc's  f,,rc,-s  to  the  Fort 
K'lte  and  make  a  peremptory  demand  of  a  surrender,  otherwise  would  assault  them. 
They  then  did  admit!  Major  Inpddshy  to  enter  alone.  \\li.,  !.\  the  ( ;<i\  enior's  order 
required  them  Immediately  to  ground  their  arms  and  march  out  .,f  the  Fort,  and 
they  al!  should  he  pardoned  except  Lelsler  and  his  Council;  who  they  readyly  f.-r 
sook.  The  Major  thereupon  commanded  the  Kin;:'*-'  forces  [..  ••nter.  and  tiroiik'ht 
Li-isler  and  his  Council  to  the  tJovernor  at  the  Clity  Hall,  they  lielnj;  found  In 
actual  r<'l>ellion  the  (loveriior  with  advice  of  the  Council!  committed  them  to 
prison,  and  ordered  a  commission  of  Over  and  Termlner  !••  lie  Issued  out  for  their 
lejrall  tryall:  where  two  were  acquilted  l.y  their  country.  \  i/.  helaiioy  and  Kdmill. 
six  convict  liy  their  country,  and  two.  Leisler  and  .Mlll.oi-ne  condemned  as  mute. 
The  Governor  took  care  the  persons  appointed  to  <et  ..n  their  tryall  should  »•••  nurli 
as  were  most  capalde  of  dlscerneini;  tin-  truth  and  the  l.-a-l  prejudiced  to  thone 

people;     who    Indeed    executed    their    «• mission     with    all    Hie    lenity    and    patlenrt- 

ImiiKlnalde.      Ity    the   advice  of   the   .ludp-s   (Joseinor    \\as   Inclined    to   reprl. •> 

rntll!    His    Majesties   pleasure   should    Me   known,    but    the   | pie    were   M.    much    dl«- 

ti:r!.ed  thereat,  and  the  Coiin<-ll  and  Assembly  did  represent  to  him  tin-  «rent 
damaK<-  it  would  be  to  the  Kiim's  service  and  a  dl^conrap-mrnt  to  future  loynlty 
if  (he  law  was  not  executed  up..n  the  two  principal!  actors,  which  for  the  public 
peace  he  was  Induced  to  do.  and  on  the  17th  of  May  Lelsler  and  Mllbotirnr  were 
accordingly  executed,  havelnj;  respited  all  the  sent. -in  e.  sa\elntf  the  linnjflMK  nnd 
separatliiK  their  h.-a.ls  from  their  bodies.  Col.  |n.e» 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  AXD  COUNCIL  OF  XEW  YORK  TO  THE 

KING. 

The  Humblo  Address  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  your  Majesty's  Province  of 
Now  York  and  Depeudencys. 

(Abstract.) 

They  then  describe  the  first  settlement  of  the  country:  the  political  changes;  the 
several  towns;  the  importance  of  uniting  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania,  under  one  government,  to  save  revenue  and  expense;  and  then  con 
tinues  as  follows: 

May  it  please  your  Most  Excellent  Majesty: 

This  's  the  state  of  your  Majesties  Province  with  relation  to  our  neighbors  Your 
Majesty's  subjects.  There  is  likewise  the  French,  formerly  under  the  pretence  of 
propagatelug  the  Christian  faith  amongst  the  Indians,  did  thereby  very  much 
incroach  upon  Your  Majesty's  right  on  this  side  of  the  Lake,  and  particularly  did 
draw  away  many  of  our  Indians  into  Canada,  under  the  notion  of  supplying  them 
with  priests  to  instruct  them  in  the  Christian  Religion;  by  which  means  they 
lessened  our  hunting  much,  and  has  so  weakened  the  Maquase  nation,  that  they  are 
not  capable  to  do  your  Majesty  the  service  as  formerly.  Besides  they  are  so 
affected  to  the  French  Your  Majesties  enemys,  that  while  they  are  in  being  we  caun 
have  no  safety.  Since  the  war  the  French  priests  have  retired  from  their  Castles 
and  the  Dutch  Minister  ;>.t  Albany  hath  been  very  successful  in  converting  many  of 
them  to  the  true  religion,  in  which  they  are  very  devout  and  desirous  to  have  a 
ministry  settled  amongst  them  for  their  pious  comfort  and  instruccon.  This  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  your  Majesty  not  only  in  the  encrease  of  your  revenue  but 
also  so  endear  the  Indians  to  us,  that  they  would  continue  to  be  the  preservacou 
of  this  and  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  adjacent  Colony;  these  nations  being  the 
strongest  and  most  terrible  amongst  the  Indians,  are  the  only  bullwarke  and  wall 
of  defence  both  against  other  Indians  and  the  French  pretences,  which  we  are 
dayly  threatened  with,  being  informed  that  they  intend  with  considerable  force  of 
themselves  and  the  Ottawa wes  Indians  to  descend  upon  Albany  and  take  it;  which 
is  not  at  present  able  (if  attaqed)  to  resist,  neither  is  the  whole  Province  as  now 
narrowed,  capable  to  secure  that  post,  which  hath  occasioned  an  applicacon  to  our 
neighbours  for  assistance,  but  possetively  denyed;  the  particulars  whereof  are  more 
plainly  expressed  in  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Plantains;  by  all  winch 
your  Majesty  may  judge  of  the  present  state  of  this  Province  and  of  the  incon- 
veniencys  that  dayly  attend  it. 

Now  may  it  please  Your  Most  Excellent   Majesty: 

The  premises  considered  we  humbly  presume  and  represent  unto  your  Most 
Sacred  Majesty  that  there  cann  be  no  thing  in  America  more  conductive  to  your 
Majesties  dignity  and  advantage  and  for  the  safety  of  your  Majesties  subjects 
upon  tiiis  continent  then  that  Connection;,  East  and  West  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  three  lower  omintys  be  re-annexed  to  this  Your  Majesties  Province  which  then 
will  be  a  government  of  sufficient  extent:  our  late  annexing  to  Boston  having  been 
evidently  ruinous  and  destructive  to  these  parts  and  may  be  other  waies  prejudicial 
to  your  Majesties  interest  for  these  reasons.  Your  Majesty  hath  (here)  already  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  people  a  revenue  established  of  greater  value  then  is 
any  where  else  in  Your  Majestys  Plantacons,  and  whoever  are  joyned  to  this 
Province  submitt  to  the  Establishment;  whereas  it  will  be  difficult  to  settle  the 
like  am. ing  our  neighbours,  and  if  settled,  remaining  distinct  governments,  they 
are  so  weak  as  not  capable  to  defend  themselves,  and  the  revenue  will  be  eat  up  in 
looking  after  it,  that  they  cannot  be  profitable  to  Your  Majesty  then  now  without 
them,  and  their  conjunction  must  at  least  eucreane  the  Revenue  three  fold,  besides 
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will  make  this  Province  not  only  capable  to  defend  themselves  bat  to  annoy  If  not 
sul'due  the  enemy. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty;  the  small  quantity  of  Stores  Governor  Slaughter 
brought  over  are  mostly  disposed  of  In  the  several  small  furl*  of  Albany  and 
Schenectady,  etc.,  BO  that  now  we  must  begg  the  favor  of  a  fresh  supply. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Kl.'h.    liiKoUiHbj 
Ir.-.l.    I'hllllps 

August,  St.-ve.   Cortlandt 

0,   1091.  M,-h.    Ilaynnl 

Oiib.    M.-uvlell 
Chid.    Hmok 
Will   NicollH 

—  Col.   I>OCH.   N.   Y.   Hi.  7WJ800. 
A  true  Copy 

M.    Clarksou,    Secretary. 
Jnru.VM.  OF  AssKMIM.V.    \FW   YoKK. lt'»91,   Sept.   1C,  page  17. 

Ordered,  That  this  I  rouse  do  address  tlie  Commander-in-Chief 
and  Council,  that  a  monthly  Fast  be  kepi  through  this  Province, 
until  the  month  of  June  next,  as  follows: 

The  representatives  conceived  in  General  Assembly  are  deeply 
sensible  that  the  manifold  sins  and  transgressions  of  the  inhabit 
ants  of  this  province  have  justly  provoked  the  Almighty  God. 
and  are  the  chief  and  only  cause  of  his  displeasure,  and  of  the 
sore  and  grievous  afflictions  that  this  province  doth  now.  and  hath 
for  several  years  last  past,  labored  under:  and  being  now  visited 
with  the  great  calamities  of  a  burdensome  war,  and  a  blast  upon 
the  corn,  we  do  therefore  find  ourselves  obliged,  in  all  duty  and 
humility  to  hearken  to  his  rebuke,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  Wednesday  of  every  month  till  next 
June,  be  observed  as  a  Fast. 

'loFKXAi,  m--  ('or.\(  IL,  XKW  VOI.-K. —  K'.ni,  Sept.  1*8.  Kiehard 
Ingoldesby,  Governor.  Upon  reading  the  address  of  the  lion?*1 
of  Representatives,  setting  forth  their  sense  of  the  displeasure  of 
Almighty  God  for  their  manifold  sins,  by  the  blasting  of  their 
corn,  etc.  Ordered,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month, 
until  the  month  of  June  following,  be  observed  and  kept  a  fast- 
day;  and  that  proclamation  be  issued  throughout  the  government 
to  enjoin  the  strict  observance  thereof,  and  that  all  persons  br 
inhibited  anv  servile  labor  on  the  said  da  vs.  Council  Journal,  1*J. 
G5 
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MONTHLY  FAST  AND  PRAYER  DAYS  APPOINTED. 

Day  of  general  fasting  and  prayer  to  be  held  on  the  first  Wednes 
day  of  the  month.  By  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Coun 
cil,  and  the  Representatives  of  this  Province,  made  in  General 
Assembly. 

A  Proclamation. 

Since  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  manifold  sins  and  trans 
gressions  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  by  which  we  have 
given  Almighty  God  just  reason  to  show  us  his  displeasure,  by 
severe  and  sorrowful  afflictions,  under  which  this  Province  has 
been  for  some  years  sighing:  And  inasmuch  as  we  are  now  vis 
ited  with  the  calamities  of  a  burdensome  war  and  the  burning 
of  our  crops:  we  find  ourselves  bound  in  duty  to  cast  ourselves 
down  at  the  feet  of  the  Almighty  by  a  Public  Fast,  or  Day  of 
Humiliation,  that  we  may  thus  avert  his  displeasure,  and  the 
sore  afflictions  under  winch  wo  sigh:  also  that  it  may  please  the 
Almighty  to  make  successful  and  prosperous  the  Arms  of  our  Sov 
ereign  Lord  and  Lady,  William  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of 
England,  etc.,  in  Europe  and  in  these  Provinces,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Protestant  Religinn  against  all  foes  whatsoever.  Wo 
ordain  and  appoint  a  monthly  Day  of  Fasting,  from  November 
ensuing,  (1691)  until  next  June,  (1G92).  And  we  hereby  re 
quest  and  enjoin  all  persons  within  this  Province  and  its  depend 
encies,  carefully  and  religiously  to  observe  and  keep  the  first 
Wednesday  in  each  month,  from  November  ensuing  until  June 
next,  as  a  solemn  fast,  or  day  of  humiliation,  throughout  this 
whole  Province  and  its  dependencies,  for  the  reasons  mentioned, 
hereby  prohibiting,  and  discharging  all  persons  in  the  said  Prov 
ince  and  dependencies,  from  any  servile  work  on  said  day ;  and  all 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Constables  and  other  Officers,  are 
hereby  enjoined  to  see  that  the  said  monthly  fast,  or  day  of 
humiliation,  is  strictly  observed. 
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Done  at  Fort  William  Henry,  September  30th  1C91,  and  in  the 
third  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady, 
William  and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  (J«,d,  King  and  Queen  of 
England. 

Richard  Ingoldsby. 
God  bless  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 

MEMORIAL  r.\   BEHALF  OF  LEISLER'S  ADHERENTS  IMPRISONED  IN 

\K\V    Y<  >KK. 

Memoir  and  Relation  of  what  occurred  in  tin-  city  and  pn.\  Ince  of  N,.\v  York  to 
America,  In  the  years  H!00  and  Kl'.H,  which  tin-  relatives  and  agents  of  th<«  g.KXl 

people  of  that    city,   residing;  In    Holland,   have   1 n   requested  to  coniinnnlcntp  In  a 

most   humble   address   by   all   possible   means,    to    their    Majesties   of   Great    Hrltnln, 
protectors  and  defenders  of  the  faith. 

After  the  Rood  people  of  New  York  and  all  that  part  had  advice  that,  by  n  special 
grace  of  God,  their  Majesties.  Kin-  William  and  ouccn  Mary,  were  established  In 
the  government  of  Great  Hritaln.  the  said  good  people,  especially  the  Captains  nnd 
Ilurghers,  who  were  well  alTected  and  disposed  to  the  said  government  and  the  true 
Reformed  Religion,  resolved  to  submit  themselves  to  their  Majesties  In  nil  obe 
dience,  and  to  hazard  their  lives,  blood  and  property  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  Protestant  Religion:  and  seeing  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Francis  Nichol 
son,  neglected  to  repair  or  preserve  the  fortifications  of  the  city  and  Its  fortress, 
and  took  no  care  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  good  subjects;  on  the  contrary, 
that  they  were  greatly  suspected,  and  that  he  supported  the  adverse  party,  and 
that  the  French  enemies  were  already  preparing  to  attack  them. 

The  said  well  affected,  among  the  military,  civilians  and  Iturghers  remonstrated 
against  all  these  tilings,  that  they  may  be  communicated  to  their  Majesties  nnd 
their  Council,  and  formed  a  committee  to  nominate  and  provisionally  to  choose  the 
person  of  Jacob  Leisler,  an  honest  man,  to  be  temporarily  commander  of  mild 
fortress,  and  administrator  of  justice  with  the  heads  of  the  civil  government  or  the 
court,  and  to  uphold  the  rights  of  said  royal  government  and  Its  preservation. 

To  this  effect  the  said  committee  despatched  to  the  said  Jacob  LcMcr  on  the 
28th  of  June,  108t>,  an  order  and  commission  for  the  abovementloned  purpose,  a 
cop.v  whereof  Is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  said  Jacob  Leisler  was  persuaded  to  accept  the  said  order  and  commission 
provisionally,  and  demeaned  himself  as  an  honest  and  brave  man.  having  not  only 
performed  every  possible  duty,  and  contributed  considerably  of  Ills  own  money  nnd 
credit  to  fortify  said  city  and  Its  dependencies,  but  also  to  prepare  nnd  despatch, 
with  the  consent  of  the  court  and  Its  members,  a  frigate  mounted  with  cannon  nnd 
other  necessary  munitions,  and  two  barks  to  resist  the  French  enemy  on  the  river, 
which,  with  great  success,  made  the  Important  capture  of  seven  of  the  eneiny'i 
vessels  or  ships,  which  said  court  declared  lawful  prize. 

The  said  Leisler  had  also  a  good  understanding  with  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
captains,  Hurghers  and  common  people  of  that  city  nnd  other  part*  of  thnt  province, 
and  preserved,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  the  natives  of  wild  country,  who  have 
for  a  long  time  been  very  numerous  and  In  good  alliance  with  the  Christians. 

Their  Majesties,  having  been  Informed  of  the  snld  remonstrance  touching  the 
constitution  of  said  province  and  city  of  New  York,  caused  n  rommlHNlun  to  be 
despatched  on  the  1'oth  of  July.  KIM),  signed  by  his  Majesty's  order,  by  his  lordship, 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  with  a  superscription  nnd  address  —  to  the  snid  Lieu 
tenant  Commander  Nicholson  In  his  said  quality,  nnd  In  hi*  absence  to  those  who 
had  charge  of  the  preservation  of  the  said  province  and  the  common  weal. —  an  the 
annexed  copy  proves. 
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For  the  good  services  which  said  Leisler  had  already  rendered  during  his  ad 
ministration  fur  the  preservation  of  said  province,  city  and  fortress  (though  the 
malcontents  opposed  him  and  formed  dangerous  cabals,  some  of  whom  were  seix.-d 
by  the  council  of  the  said  court  and  committee),  .said  committee  and  the  well 
affected  to  said  royal  government  deemed  it  proper  still  to  continue  said  Jacob 
Leisler  as  provisional  administrator,  and  to  place  his  Majesty's  said  commission  in 
his  hands  until  their  Majesties  had  ordered  and  sent  out  another  governor. 

Their  Majesties  afterwards  commissioned  Colonel  Sloughter  as  Governor  in  Chief 
of  the  province  of  New  York. 

Hut  before  the  said  Governor's  arrival,  a  certain  captain,  named  Richard 
Ingoldsby,  who,  it  is  said,  had  been  previously  a  major  in  Ireland,  came  on  the 
2Sth  of  January  of  this  year,  1G91,  before  the  city  of  New  York  with  about  seventy 
military  or  soldiers  and  four  ships,  without  people  being  able  to  ascertain  whether 
they  were  enemies  or  neutrals,  because  he  would  not  publish  his  commission. 

The  said  Captain  Ingoldsby  sent  a  messenger  to  said  Commander  Jacob  Leisler, 
as  letters  and  affidavits  represent,  with  a  simple  letter,  by  which  he  demanded 
possession  of  said  fortress,  without  sending  any  power,  order  or  substitution,  either 
of  their  Majesty  or  of  the  said  Governor. 

The  said  Leisler  and  those  of  his  Council  fearing  that  it  was  a  traitorous  trick, 
answered,  that  as  soon  as  said  Captain  Ingoldsby  produced  some  power  or  order, 
they  would  incontinently  surrender  the  said  fortress  without  any  opposition;  ami 
said  Leisler  even  offered  that  his  house  was  at  said  Captain  Ingoldsby's  sen-ice, 
and  that  he  should  have  said  soldiers  lodged  among  the  citizens  until  the  Gover 
nor's  arrival,  and  until  they  could  see  his  Majesty's  orders. 

The  said  Captain  Ingoldsby  persisted  with  threats  in  his  demand  to  have  posses 
sion  of  the  said  fortress,  whilst  the  demand  for  the  requisite  orders  and  authority 
was  each  time  renewed. 

The  said  captain  thereupon  sent  people  or  soldiers  to  Long  Island  to  raise  men. 
which  was,  however,  unattended  with  any  success,  the  said  captain  being  un 
willing  in  the  meanwhile  to  budge  from  the  ship,  or  put  a  foot  on  shore  on  the  said 
offers  made  him. 

But  some  days  afterwards  he  made  other  applications  for  the  surrender  of  ih>> 
City  Hall,  which  was  finally  given  up  to  him  (according  to  the  said  affidavits)  by 
the  advice  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  military  officers  of  said  city,  on  the  con 
dition  and  promise  that  the  said  captain  should  not  obstruct  the  Burgher's  gu:.:1.! 
of  said  city  nor  of  the  civil  court. 

Now  having  obtained  said  possession,  the  said  Ingoldsby  did  not  keep  his  word: 
on  the  contrary,  he  did  obstruct  the  said  guard  of  the  court  and  city,  and  used 
force  and  opposition  which  caused  great  disorder  for  more  than  a  month. 

The  said  Governor  Sloughter  having  arrived,  he  ('according  to  the  annexed  report 
and  Informations  transmitted  in  the  English  language)  took  the  opposite  side  to 
Commandant  Jacob  Leisler,  as  if  the  latter  had  contravened  and  opposed  His 
Majesty's  orders,  and  his,  as  Governor;  though  the  said  Commandant  Leisler  did 
nothing  but  by  the  advice  of  said  committee  and  its  members.*  not  having  had,  nor 
having  been  able  to  obtain  any  communication  from  the  said  captain  of  the  orders 
or  commission  from  their  Majesties  or  from  Colonel  Sloughter;  on  the  contrary,  he 
offered  several  times  to  surrender  the  fortress  on  seeing  the  orders,  without 
awaiting  any  force  or  violence. 

But  as  soon  as  the  said  Jacob  Leisler  received  the  news  of  said  Colonel  and 
Governor  Sloughter's  arrival,  he  forthwith  deputed  and  sent  two  persons,  to  wit. 
Mr.  Milbourne  and  Major  Peter  de  La  Noy  to  welcome  and  receive  him  on  his  part, 
causing  them  to  be  escorted  by  twelve  soldiers. 

Governor  Sloughter,  Instead  of  receiving  and  hearing  them,  caused  them  to  bo 
immediately  taken  to  the  City  Hall  and  cast  into  prison,  to  their  great  shame  and 
dishonor. 

*  The  text  Is — "  Quoy  que  IP  dit  Commandant  Lelsler  n'avolt  rien  fait  que  lo 
cadois  dn  dit  Committe  '"'  etc.  The  word  in  Italics  is  unintelligible.  It  might  have 
been  Intended  for  "  cadroit,"  or  "  1'advis."  The  translation  Is  based  on  the  latter 
supposition. 
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And  the  next  day.  the  said  fortress  having  been  surrendered  an.l  delivered  up  \>y 
the  said  commander  Leisl.-r  to  the  suld  Governor,  tin-  said  Lclsler  also  exhibited 
the  said  commissions  IK>  had  received  provisionally  from  iln-  said  Committee  for  the 
preservation  of  tin-  said  city  and  fortress,  according  to  tin-  Intention*  of  their 
Majesties'  said  well  affected  subjects. 

Hut  the  said  Governor  would  not  listen  to  the  Hald  LHslrr.  but  had  him  n!*o 
made  prisoner  and  renioted  to  the  City  Hall,  having  accused  him  of  treas.ui  aud 
other  crimes. 

And  tin-  said  Governor  un-cording  to  the  said  testimony  i  also  Imprisoned  several 
orher  well  affected  persons  belonging  t.)  the  same  party.  t<>  wit: 

Gerrard  Beekman,  Isaac  Vermeelye.  Meyndert  ("..ert.-n.  Abraham  Hnixlrr. 
Thomas  Williams.  Altraham  Gouverneur.  and  Samuel  Kts.-l,  all  hmiest  m.-n.  mnk- 
Ing  together  ten  persons,  all  esteemed  honorable  people;  and  whom  the  allidavIlM 
represent  as  having  been  zealous  for  the  public  safety,  and  that  the  said  Lelnler 
presented  a  petition  to  the  said  Governor,  a  copy  wln-reof  is  adjoined. 

And  whereas  the  said  Governor  prosecuted  the  said  prisoners,  accusing  them 
all  as  criminals,  rebels  and  resisters  of  his  orders  (which  w.-re  not  yet  exhibited); 
and  recalled  the  malcontents,  who  had  been  broken  and  dismissed  on  account  of 
their  malignity  and  support  of  King  James'  party. 

Aud  it  is  notorious  that  he  admitted  these  people  of  his  council,  and  named 
them,  so  far  their  personal  enemies,  as  Judges  of  said  prisoners. 

And  he  selected  and  took  some  ollicers  from  the  said  ships,  who  condemned  nald 
Lelsler  and  said  Milborne.  his  wife's  Bon-ln  law.  to  be  handed. 

And  detained  the  other  prisoners,  and  the  execution  of  the  two  condemned,  more 
over,  followed,  and  they  died  very  Ignomlnloiisly. 

All  these  proceedings  took  place  to  the  great  displeasure  ami  grief  of  theH 
Majesties  said  good  and  well  affected  subjects;  who.  well  Intention.-.!,  made  treat 
efforts  for  the  staying  of  the  execution  of  said  Lclslcr  and  his  son  In  law.  nnd 
for  their  removel  to  Kngland  to  be  Judged  by  their  Majesties. 

Having  prepared  a  petition,  which  was  signed  by  more  ilian  ekhte.-n  hundred 
persons,  and  presented  by  a  minister  of  the  Word  of  Go.|,  whom  tin-  <;•••,  ernor 
caused  also  to  be  imprisoned  accusing  him  likewise  of  being  a  rebel. 

And  all  these  proceedings  excite  great  consternation  amongst  the  good  subjects, 
and  put  them  In  danger  of  being  exposed  to  the  persecution  of  their  enemies,  nud 
of  losing  the  whole  of  said  province,  and  even  of  being  attacked  by  the  native*. 
(who)  according  to  tin-  Informations,  had  declared  they  would  revenge  the  »ald 
Commander,  Lelsler,  having  approvccf  his  defence. 

(in  this  account,  and  for  the  other  excesses  and  extravagances  which  the  good 
subjects  must  suffer  from  said  Governor,  the  said  Governor  having  revoked  tod 
disallowed  the  capture  of  the  French  ships  and  the  judgement  of  the  court,  pnr 
suaut  to  which  the  vessels  had  been  Sold;  and  having,  on  the  contrary,  cauied 
the  purchasers  to  bo  ordered  to  return  tin-  mom-y  and  the  proportion  of  a  man 
that  they  were  taxed,  which  augments  considerably  the  discontent  of  worthy  men. 

Their  Majesties  arc  most  humbly  and  with  all  submission  supplicated.  In  th« 
great  extremity  to  whl.-h  their  poor  subjects  In  N 

passionate  them,  and  send  them  as  soon  as  possible  the  succor  necessary  for  tlu-lr 
safety. 

And    that    It    may    please    their    Majesties    to    stay    all    pro. llngn    agalnut    *nl<! 

Imprisoned  persons,  so  that  they  may  be  provisionally  liberated,  nt  least  on  ball, 
until  their  Majesties  shall  be  fully  Informed  of  all  tin-He  matters,  which  they  will 
then  be  able  to  dispose  of  according  to  e.julty. 

At    tl-.e    Hague,    the    l.'th    October.    1»V.I1. 

i\Vas   slgue.li  Will. -in    Van    Iln-m. 

J,.|i.    Prov.iMhl. 
J-i.-ob    Matirl'Z. 
J:i.-.,'.    WlUemx. 
John    ThotuaN. 
c,,l     1 4.    N.    V.    III. 
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XKW  DUTCH  CHURCH  IN  NEW  YORK.    LIB.  A.  68. 

1691,  Dec.  22. 
(Abstract.) 

The  Dutch  Church  resolved  to  buy  ground  for  a  new  Church, 
and  to  hasten  its  erection ;  to  appoint  Building  Masters,  and 
parties  to  prepare  a  plan,  in  consultation  with  said  Building 
Masters. 

The  church  in  the  Fort  was  decaying,  and  was  no  longer  fit 
for  public  service  without  going  to  great  and  unnecessary  ex 
pense.  The  Consistory  and  Great  Consistory  were  summoned 
to  a  meeting.  The  site  in  Garden  street  was  chosen,  lying  be 
tween  the  grounds  of  Jan  Bruyns  and  Jan  Siphens.  The  plot 
was  eighty  feet  long,  and  belonged  to  the  City,  by  deed  from 
Josa  Lawrence  and  Sara  his  wife.  The  price  was  fifty  four 
pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Trouw-bosch  and  the  Deacons'  treas 
ury.  But  only  so  much  of  the  Deacons'  money  should  be  used 
as  could  be  spared  without  injury  to  the  poor. 

The  Building  Masters  appointed  were  John  Kip,  Brandt  Schuy- 
ler,  Tunis  de  Key.  They  must  procure  material  and  urge  on  the 
work. 

Frederic  Philipzen,  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  Bayard 
and  Adolph  Pieterzen,  were  appointed  Committee  on  Plan,  with 
full  powers. 

PETITION  m- ,I.\roi>,  LKISI.KK  TO  TJIK  KING.     [DEC.   \  1691?] 

To   the   Kings   most   Excellent    Majesty.      The    humble    Petition   of   Jacob    Lelsler 
son  of  Captain  Jacob  Leisler  deceased,    late  Commander  in  Cheif  of  your  Majesty's 
Province  of   New   York    In   America. 
Sheweth, 


That    upon    the    late    happy    Kevolutiot 
Instrumental  in  Securing  the  said  I'rovii 
Integrity   to   your   Majesties  interest]*   a 
Nicholson  then  Deputy  Governor  having 
your  Petitioners  said  Father  upon  the  1« 


your    Petitioners    said    Father    was    very 

for  your  Majesty,   [and  being  of  known 

1    the   Protestant    Religion,    Capt.    Francis 

vithdrawn  himself  from  the  said  Province. 

th  of  August  1(589  was  by  the  Freeholders 


and   Inhabitants  elected  and  constituted  Commander  in  Cheif  untill  your  Majesties 
Royal   Pleasure  should   be  declared   concerning   the   said   Province,   and   accordingly 

*  The  passage  in  brackets  is  from  tho  copy  of  this  document  among  the  MSS. 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  printed  In  the  New  York  Documentary 
History,  8vo.,  ii.,  422. 
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he  entered  upon  the  Government,  and  was  acknowledged  ns  such  by  the  people, 
and  wan  In  possession  of  the  Fort  and  Garrison  which  till  that  time  were  ruinous 
and  incapable  of  defence  and  did  proclaim  your  Majesty  ami  your  Koyall  Consort 
to  be  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady.  King  and  gin-en,  and  caused  the  same  to  be 
done  in  other  Provinces. 

That  on  the  10th  of  December  ir.su.  Your  Majesty's  gnu-Inns  letter  dat.-d  th- 
30th  July  before,  arrived  there,  the  same  being  directed  to  the  said  Capt.  Nicholson 
and  in  his  absence  to  such  as  for  the  time  being,  took  care  for  preserving  the 
Peace  and  administering  the  lawes  within  the  snld  Province,  whereby  your 
Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  the  person  then  Commanding  In 
Chelf  as  aforesaid  to  take  upon  him  the  Government,  calling  to  his  Assistance  In 
the  administration  thereof,  the  Principal  Inhabitants  or  as  many  of  them  as  he 
should  think  titt  willing  and  requirlm;  him  to  do  ami  perform  all  things  which  to 
the  Place  and  Om'cr  of  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  In  Chelf  did  apper- 
taine.  as  lie  should  find  necessary  for  your  Majestys  Service,  and  the  good  of  your 
Subjects  there,  untill  further  order  from  your  Majesty.  That  your  Petitioner* 
said  father  being  so  continued  in  the  said  government,  by  your  Majestys  snld 
Koyall  Letter,  did  faithfully  observe  your  Majestys  commands  thereby  declared 
and  did  in  all  respects  Provide  for  the  Security  of  the  said  Province  as  well  against 
all  attempts  of  the  French,  who  are  very  powerful  in  these  Parts,  as  Pnplsta 
and  oilier  disaffected  persons  of  which  there  were  many  resident  In  the  said 
Province. 

That  on  the  2sth  of  January  [  !<'.<»  1  1  last  past.  Capt.  Klchard  Inifoldshy  arrived 
at  New  York  with  some  soldiers  from  F.ngland.  to  whom  your  Petitioner's  snld 
Father  offer,  d  all  sorts  of  accommodation,  but  the  said  Ingoldshy  required  the 
Possession  of  the  said  Fort,  and  Government  for  which  your  Petitioner's  HaM 
Frit  her  desired  to  see  his  orders  being  ready  to  obey  the  same  If  he  had  any  such 
from  your  Majesty,  or  from  Coll.  Sloughter  whom  your  Majesty  had  been  pleased 
to  make  Governor;  but  the  said  Ingoldsby  had  no  such  orders  or  would  not 
produce  the  same,  whereupon  your  Petitioner's  said  Father  having  advised  with  the 
principal!  Inhabitants  was  councilled  and  directed  by  them  to  keep  and  maintain 
tip-  Possession  of  the  Fort  and  Government  tin  regard  the  said  Ingoldsby  would 
not  shew  his  orders  to  receive  the  same)  untill  the-  Governor  arrived  and  your 
Majesty's  pleasure  known.  That  Ingoldsby  thereupon  joynlng  himself  to  tin-  Papist* 
nnd  other  disaffected  Persons,  did  by  many  Indirect  means  to  the  great  Terror  of 
your  Majesties  Liege  Subjects  In  a  hostile  and  dreadful  manner  assembled  great 
numbers  of  French  and  other  persons,  and  beselged  the  said  Fort,  and  raised 
divers  batteri'-s  against  the  same,  and  so  continued  In  arms  about  six  weeks,  that 
on  the  pith  of  March  last  Coll.  Sloughter  did  arrive,  and  as  soon  as  your  Petl 
ti«  ner's  said  Father  had  certain  Knowledge  thereof,  which  was  not  till  eleven 
o'clock  that  night.  He  did  send  the  Mayor  of  the  City  and  Mr.  Mllbonrne  hi* 
Secretary  from  the  said  Fort  to  wayt  upon  him,  and  to  offer  him  the  possession 
thereof,  but  the  said  Coll.  Sloughter  without  hearing  them  speak,  committed  ihora 
all  close  Prisoners,  who  not  returning  as  your  Petitioner's  Father  expected,  he 
did  very  early  next  morning,  write  to  the  said  Coll.  Sloughter  desiring  him  to 
coine  and  receive  the  Fort,  and  accordingly  he  came  and  took  possession  thereof 
on  the  20th  of  March,  but  presently  after  caused  all  the  Soldiers  and  Inhabitant* 
In  the  said  Fort  and  Cltty  to  be  disarmed,  and  contrary  to  all  Law  and  Justice, 
committed  your  Petitioner  and  his  said  Father  and  twenty  *U  other  person*  to 
I'rl-ion  pretending  they  were  guilty  of  High  Treason  against  your  MaJ<-« 
keeping  the  said  Fort  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  Coll.  Sloughter  and  IiiKoldubjr 
confederating  with  divers  others  disaffected  Persons  to  your  Majesties,  to  put 
your  Petitioner's  said  Father  nnd  others  to  death  did  In  a  most  arbitrary  and 
Illegal  manner  cause  him  and  seven  others  to  be  tryed  Judged  and  Condemned  to 
I>enth  for  some  Pretended  High  Treason,  and  have  sin. •••  most  bnrbnroimly  enuHcd 
vour  Petitioner's  said  Father  and  your  Petitioner's  brother  In  law  (the  *ald> 
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Mllbourne)  to  be  hanged  and  afterwards  butchered,  the  said  other  six  persons  (if 
not  since  put  to  death)  remaining  In  prison  under  the  same  unjust  Sentence  of 
Condemnation,  and  have  seized  their  Estates  and  Goods,  and  have  also  most 
unjustly  prosecuted  your  Petitioner  and  many  other  of  your  Majesty's  good  Sub 
jects,  confiscating  their  Estates,  who  for  Preservation  of  their  lives,  have  boon 
forced  to  leave  the  said  Province,  by  which  cruell  and  barbarous  practices  great 
numbers  of  your  Majestys  Subjects  are  in  danger  of  utter  mine,  and  the  said 
Country  is  like  to  be  depopulated  and  made  desolate,  the  said  Coll.  Sloughter  being 
dead,  and  the  said  Capt.  Ingoldsby  (since  his  death)  commanding  in  Cheif  in  the 
said  Province,  who  doth  continue  to  exercise  great  Violence  and  barbarity  against 
your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  there. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  implores  your  most  sacred  Majesty,  to  take 
the  premises  into  your-  Princely  consideration  and  to  give  such  orders  therein  as 
well  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  Six  Condemned  Persons,  and  the  Releif  of 
your  Petitioner's  and  other  Poor  Sufferers  as  also  for  the  Preservation  and  future 
good  establishment  of  the  said  Province  as  to  your  Royall  goodness  and  wisdom 
shall  seem  meet, 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray,   etc. 

Jacob   Leisler. 
—  Col.    Does.    N.    Y.    ill.    825,    826. 


ACTS  OF  TIII:  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Xucella,  1G92,  Jan.  23rd. 

Ecv.  Christian  Frederick  Xucella,  formerly  a  minister,  re 
quested  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  churches  in  foreign 
lands,  and  the  Eev.  Assembly  accepted  him  as  among  the  "  Rec 
ommended  ".  viii.  13(5. 


DEED  FOR  THE   DUTCH   CHURCH  LOT  TX  GARDEN   STREET, 
YORK  CITY.     LIB.  A.  70-73. 

1692,  Feb.   27. 

Samuel  Bayard,  moivh-uit,  of  the  City  of  ?\ow  York,  sold  land 
to  the  Church-Masters.  The  lot  was  on  the  north  side  of  Garden 
street,  and  north  of  the  orchard  of  Elizabeth  Drisius,  widow;  to 
the  west  was  the  lot  of  John  Henry  Bruyn  ;  and  to  the  east,  the 
lots  of  John  Syphens  and  David  Ilendriks,  being  one  hundred 
and  eighty  fort  on  Garden  street,  eighty  four  feet  deep,  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy  five  feet  on  the  back  end  —  English  meas 
ure.  This  was  conveyed  by  a  writing  signed  by  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  to  Samuel  Bayard,  February  4, 
1C92;  and  he  conveyed  it  to  the  Church-Masters,  to  hold  in  trust 
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for  the  Church.     They  wore  to  pay  to  "Bayard  the  yearly  rent  of 
one  shilling,  on  March  25th,  provided  it  he  demanded. 

Signed, 

Samuel  Bayard. 
THANKSGIVING. 

Since  it  has  graciously  pleased  Almighty  Clod  to  bless  tin1 
Arms  and  enterprises  of  our  very  gracious  Sovereign  L>rd  and 
Lady,  William  and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  and  Queen 
of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defenders  of  the  Faith, 
etc.,  and  to  manifest  his  favor  in  these  Provinces  by  the  defence 
of  our  frontier  at  Albany,  this  winter  against  the  French  and  tin- 
infidels:  The  Commander  and  Council  have  seen  lit  to  appoint 
Thursday,  the  eighth  day  of  the  current  month  of  March,  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Xc\v  York,  and  Thursday  the  l^inl  of 
the  same  month  in  every  other  county  of  the  whole  Province,  to 
be  observed  as  a  day  of  solemn  Thanksgiving,  in  which  to  praise 
and  thank  God  Almighty  for  the  King's  safe  and  happy  return 
to  England,  and  the  success  of  their  Majesties  Arms  in  Ireland; 
and  for  the  great  victory  of  the  Emperor  over  the  Turks:  and 
also  for  the  preservation  of  our  frontier  at  Albany  against  the 
French  and  unbelievers. 

And  each  and  every  person  in  particular  is  hereby  required 
to  abstain  from  all  servile  work  on  the  said  day,  and  to  observe  and 
keep  the  same,  with  all  possible  manifestations  of  joy  and  thanks 
giving.  Given  at  Fort  William  Henry,  the  3rd  day  of  March, 
in  the  fourth  year  of  their  Majesties'  reign,  1C02.  God  save  Kim: 

William  and   Queen  Mary. 

A.  Clarkson,  Secretary. 

SF.CUKT    I  XSTIU'CTIONS  TO  GoV  Ki:.\<  »U    Fl.F.TCH  FK,   SO  FAR  AS   'I  HF.Y 

KF.I.ATI:  T<>  RKUOION. 

You  shall  take  especial  care  that  C,»<\  Almighty  !>«•  devoutly  and  duly  «erve*1 
throughout  your  (Jovernmeut,  the  Hook  of  Common  Prayer  UH  It  In  now  e-«ttil>ll«hed 
rend  each  Sunday  and  Holyday.  nnd  the  M.-HMM!  Sacrament  administered  accord 
ing  to  the  Kites  of  the  Church  of  KiiKlnnd.  You  Hhall  lie  carefull  that  the  Chun-hen 
already  built  there  be  well  and  orderly  kept,  and  more  built  an  the  Colony  Hhiill 
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by  Cods  blessing  be  Improved;  and  that  besides,  a  competent  Maintenance  to  be 
assigned  to  the  Minister,  and  a  competent  proporclon  of  land  assigned  him  for  a 
Glebe  and  exercise  of  his  Industry 

Yon  are  to  take  care  that  the  Parishes  be  so  limited  and  settled  as  you  shall 
find  most  convenient  for  the  accomplishing  this  good  work. 

Our  Will  and  Pleasure  Is  that  noe  Minister  be  preferred  by  you  to  any  ecclesias 
tical  Benefice  in  that  our  Province,  without  a  Certificate  from  the  Right  Reverend 
the  Bishop  of  London,  of  his  being  conformable  to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  of  a  good  life  and  conversation. 

And  if  any  person  preferred  already  to  a  Benefice  shall  appear  to  you  to  give 
Scandall  either  by  his  Doctrine  or  Manners,  you  are  to  use  the  best  means  for  the 
removal!  of  him,  and  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  such  manner  as  we  have  directed. 
And  also  our  Pleasure  is  that  in  the  Direction  of  all  Church  affairs,  the  minister 
be  admitted  Into  the  respective  vestries. 

And  to  the  end  the  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  Bishop  of  London  may 
take  place  in  that  our  province  as  far  as  conveniently  may  be,  We  do  think  fitt 
that  you  give  all  countenance  and  encouragement  to  the  exercise  of  the  same, 
excepting  only  the  Colatiug  to  Benefices,  Granting  Licences  for  Marriages  and 
Probate  of  Wills,  which  we  have  reserved  to  you  our  Governor  and  to  the 
Commander  In  Cheif  of  our  said  Province  for  the  time  being. 

You  are  to  take  especial  care  that  a  table  of  Marriages,  established  by  the 
Cannons  of  the  Church  of  England,  be  hung  up  in  all  the  orthodox  Churches,  and 
duly  observed. 

We  do  further  direct  that  no  School  Master  be  henceforth  permitted  to  come 
from  England  and  to  keep  school  within  our  Province  of  New  York  without  the 
Licence  of  the  said  Bishop  of  London;  and  that  no  other  person  now  there  or  that 
ehall  come  from  other  parts  be  admitted  to  keep  school  without  the  Licence  first 
had. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  Drunkenness  and  Debauchery,  Swearing  and  Blasphemy 
be  severely  punished,  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  publique  Trust  and  employment 
whose  ill  Fame  and  Conversation  may  bring  Scaudall  thereupon. 

You  shall  administer  or  cause  to  be  administered  ye  oaths  appointed  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  be  taken  in  stead  of  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  aa 
also  the  Test,  to  the  Members  and  ofiicers  of  our  Council!,  to  all  Judges  and 
Justices,  and  all  other  persons  that  hold  any  office  in  our  said  Province  by  vertue  of 
any  Patent  under  our  Great  Seal  of  England,  or  our  Seal  of  our  Province  of  New 
York. 

And  you  are  to  permitt  a  liberty  of  Conscience  to  all  persons  (except  Papists; 
so  they  be  contented  with  a  quiet  and  Peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  same  not  giving 
offence  or  Scandall  to  the  Government. 

You  ar»>  with  the  assistance  of  our  Council  to  find  out  the  best  means  to  facilitate 
and  encourage  the  Conversion  of  Negros  and  Indians  to  the  Christian  Religion. — 
Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iii.  821-3. 

NEW  CHURCH  BUILDING  ix  XEW  YORK. 

1692,  March  9. 

Resolved,  That  the  moneys  of  the  Consistory  apart  from  the 
Deacon?,  and  of  the  Deacons  apart  from  the  Consistory,  or  col 
lections  at  any  church-meetinpr,  shall  be  brought  into  one  and 
the  same  purse  or  chest;  and  that  the  Deacons  be  recommended 
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to  take  out  as  much  money  as  practicable,  without  injury  to  the 
poor,  for  the  building  of  a  Xew  Church,  to  be  erected  when  re 
quired. 

In  matters  of  great  importance,  such  as  the  calling  of  a  minis 
ter,  the  erection  of  a  church  or  other  ecclesiastical  buildings  and 
the  like,  as  usual  all  who  arc  or  have  Ix'en  in  servic.-  >hall  be 
called  together  for  consultation,  that  that  may  be  done  which 
is  deemed  best.  Lib.  A.  4,  5. 

CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK:   M  \\<>K  OF  FOKDIIA.M. 

Resolution    of   the    Dutch    Church    of    Xew    York    respecting    the 
continuance  of  the   Fordham   lawsuit. 

I<;:IL',   March  1». 
(Abstract.) 

The  people  of  Westchester  had  taken  the  church  land,  first  bv 
force,  and  then  by  a  lawsuit,  with  a  jury.  lint  the  case  was 
not  well  understood.  It  had  been  appealed  to  a  higher  Court. 
The  Church  had  expended  about  twelve  hundred  pounds  on  the 
property.  The  question  was  now  before  the  Consistory,  whether 
it  should  be  taken  to  the  highest  Court  in  April,  H'.'.t:?,  or  should 
bo  taken  only  before  the  judges  to  have  the  law  declared  and  ex 
pounded  in  reference  to  the  case;  or  before  the  (lovernor  and 
Council,  to  seek  justice  therefrom;  or  even  before  the  King's 
Bench  and  Commissary  in  England,  to  reach  the  desired  end. 
The  Consistory  having  considered  everything  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  believing  in  the  righteousness  of  their  cause,  resolved 
to  bring  up  the  case  again  de  novo  ;  and  that  the  moneys  should 
be  disbursed  bv  the  Deacons  out  of  their  treasury;  and  that  the 
whole  business  should  be  entrusted  to  Col.  Baard. 


10Di>.   March  9. 

The  Trouw-bosch  was  opened  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  and 
the  uionevs  removed,  amounting  to  forty  four  pounds  ten  shillings. 
Lib.  A.  G'J. 


1036  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1692 

ORDER  OF  COUNCIL  IN  CASE  OF  LEISLEK  AND  MILBOUUNE. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  llth  March  1G91    [1002?]. 

» 

Present --The  Queens  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council!. 

WHEREAS,  The  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Commit 
tee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  have  by  their  i-eport  dated  the  llth 
Inst.  Represented  to  Her  Majesty  that  they  have  examined  the 
matter  of  the  Petition  of  Jacob  Leisler  the  son  of  Jacob  Leisler 
of  Xew  York,  deceased,  referred  to  the  Committee  by  His  Majes 
ties  order  in  Councill  of  the  Yth  of  January  last  complaining  of 
Proceedings  against  his  father  and  Jacob  Milbourne  by  Coll. 
Sloughter  at  Xcw  York,  who  were  thereupon  condemned  and  put 
to  death,  and  their  Estates  confiscated,  and  their  Lordshipps  hav 
ing  fully  heard  the  said  Jacob  Leisler  the  Petitioner  by  his  Coun 
cil  Learned,  upon  the  whole  matter  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
the  said  Jacob  Leisler  and  Jacob  Milbourne  deceased  were  con 
demned  and  have  suffered  according  to  Law.  But  their  Lord 
ships  do  humbly  offer  their  Intercession  to  her  Majesty  in  behalf 
of  their  Families  as  fit  objects  of  their  Majesties  Mercy,  That 
the  Estates  of  the  said  Jacob  Leisler  and  Jacob  Milbourne  de 
ceased  may  be  restored  to  them  upon  their  humble  application  to 
their  Majestys  by  Petition  for  the  same.  Her  Majesty  in  Council 
is  this  day  pleased  to  approve  the  said  Report,  and  to  declare  that 
upon  the  humble  application  of  the  relations  of  the  said  Jacob 
Leisler  and  Jacob  Milbourne  deceased,  Her  Majesty  will  order 
the  estates  of  the  said  Jacob  Leisler  and  Jacob  Milbourne  to  be 
restored  to  their  Families  as  objects  of  Her  Majesty's  mercy. — 
Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iii.  827. 

COMMISSION  OF  BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  AS  GOVERNOR  OF  XEW 
YORK:  so  FAR  AS  THERE  is  REFERENCE  TO  OATHS  OF  OFFICE, 
CHURCHES,  MINISTERS,  ETC. 


And  \vo  do  hrreby  give  and  grant  full  Power  unto  you  the  said  Benjamin 
Fit-teller,  nftor  you  shall  first  have  taken  an  Oath  for  the  clue  Execution  of  the 
Office  a  Trust  of  our  Captain  General  and  Governor  In  Cheif  In  and  over  our 
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said  Province  of  New  York  nn<l  the  Territories  depending  thereon,  whl.-h  o':r  said 
Council  or  any  llv»>  of  them  have  hereby  full  power  ami  authority  nml  are  required 
to  administer  unto  you;  to  she  and  administer  unto  each  ..f  the  Members  of  cur 
said  Council  as  well  the  Oaths  appointed  l.y  Act  <.f  Parliament,  to  be  taken  In-tcad 
of  the  oath  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  as  the  Test  mid  the  Oath  for  tin-  due 
execution  of  their  places  and  Trust.  -Col.  Does.  N.  V.  III.  ^lls. 


We  do   further  jrlvo  and   K'rant    unto  you   the  said    Henjamln    Fletcher,    full 

power  nnd  authority  from  time  to  time  and  at  any  time  hereafter,  l.y  your  self  >-r  by 
any  other  to  be  authorized  by  you  in  that  behalf,  to  administer  mid  jjlve  the  oaths 
appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  taken  Instead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy,  to  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  as  y,,u  shall  think  iltt  who 
shall  at  any  time  or  times  past  into  our  said  Province  or  shall  be  resident  or 
abiding  there —  Col.  Docs.  N.  V.  ill.  s'J'.i. 

We  do  by  these  Presents  authorize  and  empower  you  to  Colate  any  per*«>n 

or  Persons  in  any  Churches,  Chapells  or  other  Ecclesiastical  Hem-flees  within  our 
said  Province  and  Territorltles  aforesaid,  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  hnpp.-n  to  ).,» 
void. 

We  do  hereby  «ive  and  j;rant  unto  you  the  saiil  Benjamin  Fletcher,  by  y.«ur  s«-lf, 
your  Captain  and  Commanders  by  you  to  be  authorized,  full  Power  and  Auth"rltT 
to  Levy  Arm.  Muster.  Command  and  employ  all  persons  whatsoever  in-siding) 
within  our  said  Province  of  Nev  York..  —Col.  I»oes.  N.  Y.  ill.  S.-.M. 


....  And  we  do  by  these  presents  Will  require  and  command  you  to  take  nil 
possible  care  for  the  discountenance  of  vice  and  enc.,ura jement  (,f  virtue  and  good 
living  that  by  such  example  the  Inlidells  may  be  Invited  and  d«'-lrc  ;o  partake  ,.f  the 
Christinn  iKeligion).— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  s.T.'. 

REV.  JOHN  Mii.i.i.K,  CHAPLAIN  TO  UKITIMI  TKOOPS. 

"In  the  summer  l«',f»2  the  Hev.  John  Miller  arrived  in  New  York,  with  a  com 
mission  of  chaplain  to  two  companies  of  grenadiers.  He  remained  In  the  Province 
until  HJO'i,  when  he  sailed  for  home;  but  the  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French 
privateer,  and  all  his  papers  were  destroyed.  On  reaching  London  he  wrote  a  book 
dedicated  to  the  P.lshop  of  London  In  which  lie  reviewed  the  state  ami  history  of 
New  York,  and  pave  plans  and  ideas  of  his  own.  Including  a  scheme  for  t!n- 
establishment  of  an  Episcopate  In  the  Province.  His  plan  was  to  unite  tin-  govern 
ni'-nts  of  New  York  ami  New  Jersey,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  station  n 
bishop  at  New  York  as  suffragan  to  the  Hlshop  of  London,  and  allow  him  "  ns 
Covernor  "  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  together  with  all  licenses 
marriage  and  probates  of  wills,  and  the  things  usually  belonging  to  bishops  In 
England,  adding  the  King's  Farm  as  a  seat  for  himself  ami  his  nuceeHsorn  ". 
Dix,  73. 

SYNOD  <»i    N»>KTH    HOLLAND,  AT  ALCKMAKK. 

H'.DL*.  Auir.  7  er  -e<j. 
Article  27. 

Extract    from    a    letter    of    Rev.    (lodfrey    IVllius,    from    Huston. 

Fel.ruary   17.   H'.IM. 

He   feared   that   his   letter-,   written   ahont    the 
tion  of  the  churches  in  the  province  of  New  Y<>rk.  did  not  reach 
us  r-afelv.  localise  so  many  pliijm  are  taken  hy  the   Kn-ndi. 
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He  sends  us  two  documents,  The  one  (an  address)  of  the 
French  Protestants  to  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  other 
(a  letter)  from  his  own  hand,  to  Mr.  Van  Suilestein,  in  which 
a  fuller  explanation  is  given  of  the  sad  state  of  the  churches  in 
JSTew  York. 

He  has  allowed  himself  to  he  persuaded  to  remain  longer  with 
his  church,  wherein  he  had  had  much  fruit,  in  the  conversion  of 
the  Indians. 

Concludes  with  a  salutation. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingstown,  August 

30,  1G90. 

They  inform  us  of  the  decease  of  their  minister,  Rev.  Week- 
steen,  and  that  in  his  place  the  Rev.  Lawrence  (Van  den)  Bosch 
had  been  called. 

Rev.  Bosch  had  conducted  himself  very  unedifyingly,  and  had 
resigned  his  office  to  the  consistory  of  his  own  accord. 

Nevertheless  he  preached  occasionally  in  different  houses;  but 
this  caused  disputes  and  schism. 

Rev.  Dellius  had  faithfully  conducted  services  for  them  (in 
Kingston;)  but  he  was  now  inclined  to  return  to  the  Fatherland. 

There  are  only  three  Netherland  ministers,  of  whom  one  is 
decrepit  by  reason  of  old  age,  and  the  other  will  perhaps  leave. 
They  find  themselves  incapable  of  asking  a  preacher  from  us  for 
lack  of  money. 

("(includes  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a   letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Albany,  July  31, 

1G90. 

They  deplore  the  departure  (from  Albany)  of  their  late 
preacher,  Dellius,  and  that  now  they  had  only  Rev.  Schaats,  who 
was  decrepit  and  could  do  little  or  no  work. 
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Through  Rev.  Dcllius  a  goodly  number  of  Indians  had  heon 
received  into  the  church  hy  Baptism,  after  public  confession, 
and  accepted  into  the  communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

They  had  been  greatly  inconvenienced  hv  »!:c  war.  wherein*  they 
have  been  diminished  daily;  their  houses  have  been  burned,  and 
their  people  taken  captive  by  the  Barbarians. 

They  declare  their  lack  of  power  to  support  a  minister.  They 
hope  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  would  furnish  them  ade 
quate  means  for  that  purpose. 

They  request  us  to  persuade  Rev.  Dell  ins,  in  every  possible 
way,  to  return  to  them,  so  that  the  Gospel  miirht  still  have  free 
course  among  the  heathen. 

A  great  number  of  thai  same  tribe  have  been  led  over  to  the 
Romish  faith  bv  the  Jesuits,  and  drawn  from  their  land  to 
Canada;  they  are  tormented  especially  by  these.  They  further 
request  that  we  will  do  our  best  with  the  King  of  England  unto 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  begun,  for  tbe  conversion  of  tho 
heathen. 

Concludes  with  a  salutation — (zegenwensch,  a  wish  for  a 
blessing.) 

A<'TS   UK  TIIK   ('l.ASSIS   ()!••    A MSTKHDA  M. 

Xuceila.  IO'.IL',  Aug.  isth. 

Rev.  John  Peter  Xuceila,  S.  S.  Min.  Cand.  being  already  "  Hec- 
ommended  "  by  our  Chassis,  requested  also  to  be  accepted  as 
"  Kecommended  "  for  the  service  of  the  Indian  churches.  This 
was  readily  granted  him  after  he  had  given  proof  of  his  gifts 
on  .John  f>  :Jf>.  viii.  l."if>:  xix.  -  H'». 

JUUKXAL   UK  TIIK   ASSEMBLY,    \K\V    V(»KK.    KJJ^. 

1092,  Aug.  L'.'Jrd,  jiage  21. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  drawn  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Lord's  day,  and  that  each  respective  town  within  this  province 
have  a  minister  or  reader  to  read  divine  service. 
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THANKSGIVING  FOR  VICTORY.     LIB.  A.  73. 

By  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Council.     A  Proclamation. 

(Abridged.) 

Whereas,  It  lias  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless  the  Arms  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady,  William  and  Mary,  especially  for 
the  victory  obtained  in  the  month  of  May  last,  against  the  French 
fleet,  and  also  to  frustrate  the  wicked  and  treasonable  devices 
of  sundry  conspirators,  traitors  and  enemies  of  their  persons,  dig 
nities  and  government:  Therefore  Wednesday,  August  24,  was 
appointed  for  Xow  York  City,  and  Wednesday  September  7,  for 
the  other  parts  of  the  Province,  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 

Given  at  Fort  William  Henry,  August  22,  1G92. 
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ADMINISTRATION     OF     OOYKRXOK     UKNJAMIN 
FLKTCI1KR.     AH).  L".»,  1692-1698. 

•ToUKXAL    <)!•'    AssKMiil.Y,     X  FW    Yo[:K. 

1CD2.  Sept.  s,  pair.'  L'3. 

In  a  petition  to  the  Crown  it  is  charged  that,  owing  to  the  cut 
ting  up  of  the  late  Xc\v  Xetherland  into  several  parts,  ('which 
were  not  governed  like  Xew  York),  the  people  were  beginning 
to  emigrate.  In  these  new  places  they  were  free  from  the  impo-i- 
tion  of  taxes  and  levies  for  war,  etc.;  that  Alhanv  was  verv 


Correspondence  from  America.  The  Revs.  Selyns,  Varick  and 
Dellius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  October  IL\  lo'IH.  K\- 
tracts,  xxi.  ,337;  and  another  translation  in  Murphy's  Anthol 
ogy  of  Xew  Xetherland,  117-liM. 

X"ew  York,  October   liith,    K'.'.IL'. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Gentlemen  and  Brethren   in  ('hrist:  — 

We  wrote  you  two  or  three  years  ago,  informing  you  of  the 
sad  condition  of  our  land  and  "iir  ('huivh.  We  have  boon  so 
unfortunate  as  not  to  have  received  anv  replies  to  nur  letters,  nor 
even  to  have  seen  any  other  correspondence  fr«»m  you.  The  cau-i 
of  this  is,  no  doubt,  on  account  of  the  war,  <>r  of  the  internal 
trouble-  at  home,  which  are  worse  than  war  with  a  foreign  for. 
Your  letters  mav  have  been  captured  bv  the  enemy,  or  ours  may 
have  been  stopped  and  drained  li-  r- .  It  has  Hot  been  per 
mitted  to  ministers  here  to  write  to  other  ministers.,  nor  to  your 
Reverences ;  neither  have  private  partie-  been  allowed  to  corre 
spond  with  their  friend-  and  acquaintances.  During  all  this  time. 
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everything  has  been  done  under  pretext  of  pleasing  King  Wil 
liam,  and  as  if  for  the  sake  of  religion;  but  in  fact  everything 
done  was  contrary  to  law,  to  King  William,  and  to  the  Protestant 
faith. 

Our  ministers  have  been  cast  under  suspicion  through  slanders 
against  them ;  while  the  populace,  ever  ready  for  any  change,  were 
advised  not  to  contribute  for  the  support  of  religious  services  or 
for  ministers'  salaries.  Choristers  and  schoolmasters  have  been 
encouraged  to  perform  ministerial  duties.  Members  of  the  Coun 
cil  (of  former  Governors),  who  were  also  mostly  Elders  of  the 
church,  have  been  saluted  by  the  unheard  of  titles  (for  them)  of 
traitors  and  papists.  Church  officers  and  other  members  have 
been  imprisoned  and  maltreated,  put  in  irons,  and  confined  in 
darkness.  And  not  satisfied  with  doing  such  things,  even  the 
Sanctuary  has  been  attacked  with  violence  and  open  force. 
Domine  Dellius,  not  being  foolish  enough  to  allow  himself  to 
be  imprisoned,  chose  to  fly  (lit.  chose  the  hare's  foot  —  hot  haasen  . 
podt)  and  escaped  to  Boston.  Domine  Varick  followed  his  exam 
ple  and  fled  southward  to  i^ew  Castle.  Xo  one  remained  to  be 
troubled  and  plundered  except  Domine  Selyns.  Domine  Variek. 
on  his  return  home  was  attainted  of  high  treason  (crimen  laesae 
majestatis).  Domine  Selyns  offered  himself  and  property  as  se 
curity  for  him,  but  was  refused  and  threatened  with  imprisonment 
himself.  It  would  be  too  tedious,  however,  both  for  your  Rever 
ences  and  for  us  to  write  everything  that  was  illegally  done,  and 
all  that  we  suffered  in  this  affair. 

Their  Excellencies,  Mr.  Slaeter  (Sloughter)  and  Mr.  Fletcher, 
have  successively  been  our  Governors.  The  former  soon  died. 
Fletcher  is  now  our  Governor,  and  is  inclined  to  peace.  lie 
brought  with  him,  under  the  advice  of  the  King  and  his  Council, 
a  ratification  of  the  sentence,  declaring  that  Leysler  and  the  rest 
of  them  were  condemned  according  to  law;  but  that  the  widow 
and  children  (of  Leysler),  having  most  humbly  petitioned  their 
Royal  Majesties,  should  be  allowed  to  receive  back  their  (confis- 
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catcd)  property,  and  to  hold  the  same.  Also  those  in  prison 
were  to  he  released  upon  due  submission  and  upon  promise  of  gund 
behavior.  But  we  ministers,  possessing  no  p..wer.  and  being  <.nlv 
impotent  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  treated  \vith  scorn,  and 
paid  in  insults,  and  deprived  of  what  is  justly  our  dues,  receiving 
no  salary  worth  mentioning. 

Yet  during  this  year  of  troubles,  a  now  church  edifice  of  stone, 
is  in  course  of  erection,  outside  the  fort  and  larger  than  the  old 
one.  In  this  we  hope  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  ..f  (i<>d  and  Jesus 
Christ,  many,  who  had  a  certain  antipathy  to  the  church  in  the 
fort.  Doinines  Varick  and  Delliin  will  be  compelled  to  leave,  and 
Domine  Selyns  will  be  compelled  to  live  on  his  own  private  means. 
Thus  (by  driving  away  Dellius)  they  are  endeavoring  to  move 
away  the  candlestick  at  Xew  Albany,  and  to  quench  the  light 
which  began  to  burn  there  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  (The 
churches  of)  Bergen,  Ilackcnsack,  Staten  Island  and  Harlem  have 
deserted  us,  yielding  to  the  power  of  evil.  Thev  sav  that  they  can 
live  well  enough  without  ministers  or  sacraments. 

Mr.  Hobbe,  (Rev.  Jeremiah  Ilobart*)  ha-  left  Ilempstead  for 
Xew  Kngland,  on  account  of  failure  of  salarv;  and  Domine  Yan- 
der  Bosch,  who  was  under  censure',  has  left  Ksopus  and  gone  to 
Maryland.  We  see  no  way  to  supply  these  [daces.  Meanwhile, 
wo  must  not  omit  to  inform  your  Reverences,  that  the  two  French 
churches  (Xcw  York  and  Xew  1'altz)  have  been  united,  and  that 
Domine  Perrot  will  generally  preach  here  in  the  city,  while 
Domine  Daille  will  generally  preach  in  the  country.  But  the  two 
constitute  but  one  church,  and  the  income  will  be  divided  equally 
between  them.  Mr.  (John)  Miller  has  come  over  as  Chaplain 
hero  (for  the  British  troops)  ;  and  Mr.  Cocx  as  chaplain  in  Mary 
land.  They  are  each  of  them  men  of  considerable  knowledge. 

Your  Reverences  are  earnestly  requested  to  do  all  that  is  possible 
for  our  welfare,  as  well  as  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  CJod 


•  It  has  IHH-II  jjriKT.'illy  wild  Hint   Uov.   Jrri'mlnh   Hotmrt   <U<I   not   l«-nv«-  HcinpHtwul 
until     K'.IMJ.       His    iliinjrhN-r    I>or«-t  liy.     wan     (!»••    inothrr    of     Havl.1     Itrnlnnni,     th« 
celebrated   missionary    to   the   Indians. 
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here.  Let  our  complaints,  which  are  already  lying  on  the  table 
of  your  Classical  labors  and  commiseration,  be  taken  up,  and 
poured  into  the  chalice  of  the  communion  of  the  saints,  and  be 
communicated  to  the  Christian  Synods,  that  whatever  is  possible 
may  be  done.  Should  not  your  Reverences,  or  the  Synod  of  Xorth 
Holland,  give  information  in  some  way,  or  else  write  a  letter 
directly  to  the  King  (William  III.  of  Great  Britain),  in  behalf 
of  our  (American  Dutch)  churches  and  ministers?  Should  not 
the  Governor  and  Council  here  (in  Xcw  York)  be  written  to,  and 
be  informed  that  we  (Dutch  Ministers)  were  called  with  the  full 
understanding  of  this  (English)  government?  Should  not  our 
Elders  and  Deacons,  who  bound  themselves  by  special  obligations 
before  a  notary,  be  admonished  and  aroused,  to  pay  our  salary 
more  promptly  and  more  adequately  ?  And  should  it  not  be  plainly 
shown  and  proved  to  them,  that  such  conditions  as  now  exist  here, 
are  the  reasons  why  no  more  ministers  can  be  secured ;  and  that 
such  conditions  tend  to  the  destruction  of  both  the  church  and  all 
piety;  that  they  will  turn  Christians  into  savages;  and  will  de 
stroy,  and  bring  utterly  to  an  end,  all  the  efforts  heretofore  made 
at  Xew  Albany,  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen. 

May  the  Lord  give  patience  to  us;  and  to  your  Reverences, 
energy  and  zeal,  both  to  pity  and  to  help  us.  We  were  called  and 
sent  here  by  your  order,  and  here  we  will  gladly  remain. 

Your  Reverences  willing  and  affectionate  brethren  in  Christ 
Jesus, 

Ilenricus  Selyns. 

Rudolphus  Yarick. 

Godfridus  Dellius. 
In   our   Clerical    Meeting 

October  12,  1692. 

Memorandum:  If  any  vacancies  occur  at  Curacoa,  Snriname, 
or  in  the  East  Indies,  I,  who  am  suffering  and  have,  suffered  so 
much,  as  shown  by  this,  and  other  letters  heretofore  mailed  to 
you,  offer  myself  and  my  services  for  said  places.  It  will  be  con- 
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venient  to  reach  them  directly  from  this  ]>l;uv,  without  -join::  ()Ver 
to  Holland.  I  only  await  to  he  transferred  by  tin-  K<-v.  Classic  of 
Amsterdam.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  live  any  longer  such  a 
life.  My  colleagues  here,  Dutch,  Fnglish  and  French,  are  ready 
to  give  me  all  necessary  testimonials.  Let  these  facts  bo  made 
known  wherever  it  may  be  proper. 

Called  by  the  Classis,  I  am  still  willing  to  follow  their  advice 
and  obey  it.  Awaiting  such  advice  and  call  from  your  Rever 
ences,  I  remain, 

Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  Yours,  etc. 
Witnesses;  Rodolplms  Varick. 

Ilenricus  Selyns. 

Godfridus  Dellius. 

COUNCIL  JOTKXAL,  Xi-:w  VOKK. 

1G92,  October  24. 
Governor  Fletcher's  opening  address. 

And  first  :      That  we  may  the  better  hope*  for  a 

blessing  from  Almighty  God,  I  recommend  to  your  care  that  pro 
vision  bo  made  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  an  able 
ministry,  and  for  a  strict  and  due  observation  of  the  Lord's  day. 
p.  25. 

I.\STl:l'<   Tlo\s    TO    (JoVKKNoi:     Fl.  I . !  <   II I  K. 

William  H. 

Instructions  for  our  Trusty  and  Welbelovcd  Heiijamln  Fletcher  F.s.|..  our  Captain 
General!  nn<l  fJovernor-ln  Chelf  In  itml  over  mir  Pr..vlnc.-s  of  New  Y-.rk  and 
Pennsylvania  and  our  Countrey  of  New  <  astlc  nnd  :ill  >'••  T«-rrltorli>H  nnd  Trartu 
of  Land  depending  tlicrt-on  In  America. 


And    whi-n-as    by    our   Bald    Commission    \v«>    have    thoiiKht    fin    to   authorize   nnd 
direct    you    to   administer    to   our   said    Lieutenant    <;..vern-.r   and    to   e\ery 
members  of  the  Council  and   Assembly  and  all  other  otll.-.-rs  and   MnKlntratoH   whnt 
•oever  the  oaths  appointed  by   Act  of  Parliament    to  be  taken   Intend  of  llu>  Oathi 
Of  Alh'Klancc  and   .Suprema<-y.      In   case   there  should    n-.t    be   found    IVnmns  fiiuuffli 
within    our   snld    Province   of    Pennsylvania    and    Crmntn-y    of    New    Cn«tl»»   of    gooil 
estate   arid    abilities    for   the   said    Trusts    who    are    \ 
you  are  nevertheless  to  cause  such  of  them  as  shall   refuse  t"  Ink 
Instead    thereof    to   subscribe    the    Declaration   of    Fidelity 
Parliament    made   at    Westminster    In    the    third    y 
•ct  for  exempting  Their  MajeHtles  Prote»tant   S 
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of  England  from  the  Penalty  of  certain  Laws.  Whereupon  you  are  to  admitt  the 
said  Persons  to  the  exercise  of  their  respective  offices  and  Places.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  Whitehall  the  28th  day  of  October  1GU2,  In  the  fourth  year  of  our  Ileigu. 

By    His    Majesty's    Command, 

Nottingham. 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ill.  8G1. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES. 

New  York.     1692,  Nov.  10th.     Extract  from  a  letter,  dated  De 
cember  30,  1692,  New  York,  signed  by  Rev.  Selyns. 

This  refers  to  his  previous  letter  of  October  12,  (1692),  and 
of  which,  a  copy  accompanies  the  present,  by  the  way  of  Curacoa. 
With  the  Governor  and  Ministers  of  this  place  they  are  in  cor 
respondence. 

Varick  sticks  to  his  purpose1,  and  a?ks  to  be  placed  some  where 
else.  They  had  attempted  to  remove  him  to  Esopus,  thinking 
that  his  church  might  be  restored  to  peace  by  the  letter  from  the 
Governor.  But  it  was  found  to  be  too  expensive,  and  probably  it 
would  have  little  effect. 

The  newly  erected  church  (in  Garden  street,  New  York)  he 
thought  of  consecrating  the  next  day. 

He  also  relates  what  an  agitation  there  has  been  at  Boston  since 
his  last  letter,  on  account  of  pretended  witchcraft,  or  an  unknown 
sickness. 

lie  has  also  scut  ovc  r.  mi  a  separate  paper,  some  examples  of 
persons  who,  on  this  account  have  paid  the  penalty  with  their 
lives.  He  relates  that  he  had  had  a  conference  on  this  subject, 

us  soon  as  was  possible,  with  the  first  Dudley* 

there.  Upon  the  joint  petition  of  his  Dutch,  English  and  French 
<  'olleagnes,  they  requested  to  have  their  judgement  (on  these  sub 
jects)  in  writing.  Thereupon  the  persecution  for  such  eau><- 
ceased,  xxi.  338. 


*  This  w.'is  no  doubt  the  celebrated  Joseph  Dudley,  1047-1720,  who  was  fr«M(m'iitly 
.-M-tlve  in  Massachusetts  affairs.  He  was  :i  philosopher,  scholar,  divine  an.l  lawyer. 
In  IC'JO,  he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  New  York. —  E.  T.  C. 
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Letters  from  Xew  York. 

IGO.'J,  Jan.   10th. 

Rev.  Wostcnhof,  as  Deputy  ad  res  Maritimas,  read  at  the  moot 
ing  a  certain  letter  written  at  Xew  York  signed  by  Revs.  Selyns, 
Dell  ins  and  Varick. 

In  this  they  very  greatly  complain  about  several  matters  re 
lating  to  the  general  state  of  the  ehiireh  tliere,  as  well  as  nl>out 
their  own  personal  circumstances,  as  is  more  fully  exhibited  in 
their  letter.  They  add  the  request  that  notice  should  he  given  of 
these  matters,  either  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  or  by  the  Rev.  Svnod 
of  North  Holland,  to  the  Kin,-  .,f  England.  (William  III.  of 
Orange)  ;  and  also  that  the  same  matter  should  be  presented  in 
prudent  (weise)  terms  to  the  Governor  of  Xew  England,  (  Xew 
York  and  Xew  England  were  then  under  one  (loverner)  that  re 
dress  may  be  sought  from  him,  and  that  these  brethren  may  r<veive 
all  proper  help,  and  be  placed  henceforth  beyond  the  n«-ei  >sity  «.f 
complaint. 

These  three  af<  >r<  -:;  id  breihren  a  No  write,  that  it  they  should  be 
called  to  any  other  foreign  churches,  whether  to  Curacoa,  or  in 
India,  or  anywhere  else,  and  should  be  informed  thereof,  by  letter, 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  follow  up  such  a  call. 

The  Classis  was  embarrassed  and  grieved  on  account  of  the 
distressful  condition  of  those;  churches,  and  of  the  ministerial 
brethren  there,  and  heartily  wished  they  might  serve  and  aid  them 
in  their  necessities  and  inconveniences,  according  to  their  desire. 

But  inasmuch  as,  in  the  meantime,  another  letter  of  a  some 
what  different  character  and  which  was  also  written  by  Rev. 
Selyns,  has  been  handed  in  bv  Rev.  R.  Eelamll  ;  therefore  the 
Assembly,  after  reading  this  letter,  resolved  that  for  the  present 
nothing  should  be  done  in  this  case,  except  that  the  Deputies  on 
i he  a fl'airs  of  foreign  churches,  should  write  a  letter,  and  send  it 
thither  (couched)  in  earnest  terms.  In  this  shall  be  recommended 
to  the  Ministerial  brethren  and  eldrr-  thm-  in  the  most  elegant 
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(earnest  ?)  manner,  mutual  brotherly  love,  peace,  and  harmony. 
In  the  meantime  the  said  Deputati  ad  res  Maritimas  shall  keep 
the  Rev.  Yarick  favorably  in  mind,  since  he  in  this  later  (letter j 
seems  yet  to  insist  on  a  change,  when  any  fit  opportunity  presents 
itself  for  another  settlement,  viii.  1GG-167;  xix.  247. 

GOVERNOR  FLETCHER'S  OPENING  ADDRESS. 

1G93,  March  22. 

I  remember  that  in  the  last  sessions  of  Assembly 

I  did  recommend  to  you  the  settling  of  a  ministry  in  this  Province, 
that  the  worship  of  God  may  flourish  amongst  us,  without  which 
we  cannot  but  expect  a  judgment  to  follow  us  and  all  our  under 
takings  :  I  do  not  understand  that  you  have  made  one  step  towards 
it;  therefore  I  recommend  it  to  your  particular  care  this  session. 
Council  Journal,  35. 

JOURNAL  OF  ASSEMBLY,  XEW  YORK,  1G93. 

1G93,  April  1st,  page  30. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  formerly  appointed  for  the  set 
tling  of  the  Ministry  and  Schoolmasters,  do  forthwith  proceed  on 
that  business. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Jiov.  Rudolphus  Yarick  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April  9,  1G93. 
Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— 

I  reported  in  my  former  letter,  how  lovingly  I  was  received  by 
my  congregation,  and  how  this  love  continued  for  some  years:  but 
now  for  about  four  years  this  love  has  been  turned  into  excessive 
hatred.  The  cause  was  the  change  in  the  government  here,  the 
common  people  having  called  their  old  authorities  traitors,  papists, 
etc.  The  ministers,  knowing  that  this  was  unjust,  tried  to  per 
suade  the  people  of  the  fact,  but  they  only  drew  forth  the  same 
vituperative  expressions  upon  themselves.  The  furor  of  the  com- 
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mon  people  ran  very  high,  so  that  every  body  \vln»  did  not  escape, 
was  taken  by  the  throat,  or,  on  feigned  pretexts,  thrown  into  pri^m. 
Merchants  were  forcibly  stripped  of  their  goods,  in  the  name  of  the 
King.  They  went  on  plundering,  in  the  name  of  the  pretended 
magistrates.  On  our  island,  many  Knirlishmen,  especially,  were 
robbed;  and  from  time  to  time  unheard  of  tyranny  was  exercised, 
which  is  too  tedious  to  write  about. 

A  new  garrison,  with  its  officer-,  arrived  here  in  January  1<>!»1. 
The  (new)  Governor  remained  behind  for  some  time,  because  he 
had  to  land  another  Governor  at  the  Bermudas.  'The  delivery  of 
the  fort  was  refused  to  these  olHcers ;  the  soldiers  were  not  ad 
mitted.  The  people  rushed  from  their  houses  to  tin-  f«»rt,  as  (if 
to  defend  it)  against  a  public  enemy.  They  opened  a  bri-k  lire, 
and  two  were  killed,  and  some  wounded.  Finally  Governor  Slater 
(Sloughter)  landed,  but  the  fort  was  three  times  refused  to  him. 
At  last  the  mob  deserted  their  lender-  in  fear,  and  the  Governor 
took  possession.  Eight  of  the  leaders,  and  among  them  tw<>  «»f  my 
Elders,  were  condemned  to  death.  Two  of  them  were  actually  r\. 
cuted,  and  r-ix  recommended  to  the  mercy  of  the  King. 

How  the  court  fin  England  )  looked  upon  this  aiTair.  i- 
ihe  fact,  that  the  expelled   Lieutenant  Governor  (  Nicholson)   was 
appointed  to  a  similar  ollice  in  Virginia  three  year-  j.iro; 
mer  members  of  tho  Council,  who  were   imprisoned  or  had   fled, 
were  re-appointed   by  the   King;  and  so  far.  n«»  "n«-  ,,f  tin-  other 
party  has  been  appointed  to  an  oilicc  in  the  governmeiii   ««t   this 
country. 

It  was  our  misfortune,  that  the  fust  Governor,  (  Slouglitor") 
only  a  few  months.  Then  the  rabble  pricked  up  their  ears  again; 
that  Governor  had  been  a  Popish  rim-away;  and  their  -ido  was 
said  to  b"  approved  at  Court.  The  acting  ministers,  etc.,  were  to 
hang.  We  feared  a  second  revolt  I'm-  almost  a  year.  If  it  had 
occurred  it  would  have  cost  much  hlo<>d. 

Our    second    Governor,    T.'-njamin    Fletcher,    arrived    about    six 
months  airo,  bringing  the  Court's  approval  of  the  pp.ee. -dings  li'-n\ 
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At  first  lie  employed  mild  measures  with  the  people;  but  having 
been  several  times  provoked  by  them,  he  was  forced  to  show  his 
colors,  arid  now  they  fear  him;  but  at  heart  they  are  still  the  same. 
1  was  in  prison  for  about  five  months ;  but,  not  like  my  fellow- 
prisoners  with  nailed  up  windows,  or  underground,  or  with  irons 
on  my  legs.  I  was  in  a  lighted  chamber,  with  an  imprisoned 
French  Captain,  from  whom  I  thankfully  learned  French.  I  had 
done  nothing  else,  than  to  warn  my  nearest  neighbor,  an  Elder,  who 
is  still  under  sentence  of  death,  that  he  should  desist  from  actlnff 

o 

so  cruelly  against  respectable  people;  that  the  English  had  been 
greatly  provoked  by  their  losing  the  fort  a  second  time;  and  that 
such  conduct  would  work  his  ruin.  Ten  months  afterward,  I  was 
imprisoned  and  declared  guilty  of  high  treason.  What  our  present 
Governor  thinks  of  these  proceedings  is  proved  by  an  enclosed] 
letter  of  his  to  my  Consistory.  This  I  have  had  authenticated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Government,  who  understands  Dutch.  My 
greatest  fear  was  of  being  murdered  while  in  prison.  I  was  told 
to  my  face,  that  with  the  first  shot  from  the  fort  all  prisoners  would 
be  cut  down  on  the  spot.  My  wife  because  she  was  constantly 
threatened  with  pillage  had  to  fly  Avith  everything.  I  have  suffered 
much  both  by  my  imprisonment,  and  by  the  loss  of  goods,  which 
were  taken  from  me  at  ]STcw  York  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

1  have  not  written  to  you  for  a  long  time,  because  I  wanted  to 
see  the  end  of  this  tragedy,  and  did  not  wish  to  scatter  my  congre 
gation.  I  always  hoped  to  be  able  to  continue  here,  as  I  still 
heartily  desire  to  do,  because  the  country  suits  me  well,  if  only 
the  people  were  better.  But  on  the  12th  of  October  1692  I  re 
quested  your  Reverences  to  send  me  a  Classical  dismission,  and 
a  call  to  East  India,  Suriname  or  Curacoa,  where  I  can  go  directly 
from  here,  and  I  still  adhere  to  it  (nccdniu  muto  factum)  for  the 
following  reasons: 

In  the  iirst  sermon  after  my  imprisonment,  I  forgave  every 
thing;  but  for  two  years  now  I  have  not  reached  the  fourth  part 
of  my  former  hearers  us  they  were  little  more  than  rogues  under 
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punishment.  I  have  received  but  little  of  my  salary  in  four  years, 
and  that  only  from  ;i  few  special  friend-  in  mv  congregation:  I 
do  nor.  yet  >eo  how  I  am  to  obtain  my  hack  pay.  Ministers  who 
serve  here  will  have  to  live  on  their  own  fat. 

Our  Governor,  a  very  wise  and  pious  man.  has  done  his  duty  well 
towards  the  assistance  of  our  church,  as  your  Reverences  mav  see 
from  hi>  letter.  Tie  has  been  the  chief  one  to  act  in  mv  behalf,  and 
has  spoken  severely  to  certain  ones.  He  also  summoned  mv  Con 
sistory  to  appear  before  him  in  Xe\v  York.  He  wrote  mo  a  second 
letter,  dated  the  10th  of  February  \W'2,  that  I  should  report  to 
him  the  names  of  all  deserters  from  the  church,  in  order  to  frighten 
them  etc.  He  has  br.  n<j:ht  it  aboiii.  that  I  MOW  receive  more  of  my 
salary,  and  that,  one  half  of  the  conirreiration  comes  to  church. 
Lately  I  had  one  hundred  and  two  communicants,  out  of  live  hun 
dred  members.  But  many  remain  obstinate,  and  want  neither  one 
thiii»;  nor  another.  Others  are  more  influenced  bv  fear,  than  bv 
love. 

Two  of  my  neighbors,  excellent  Kn^li-h  ministers,  have  n  moved 
from  here  within  two  years,  because  of  lack  of  support.  I  hear, 
that  there  are  still  four  or  live  Ku^li-h  ministers  wlio  remain  at 
the  Hast  end  of  this  island,  for  the  people  there  are  more  pious 
and  take  better  care  of  them. 

Formerly  I  preached  twice  a  year  on  Staten  Island  and  at,  Ilack- 
ensack,  and  also  administered  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  on  account  of 
the  difficulties  mentioned  they  do  not  ask  me  any  more.  I  hear 
now,  however,  from  their  neighbors,  that  there  is  a  ceriain  cooper 
from  Sluys,  William  Hertholf,  who  is  also  school-master  and  pro- 
centor  there.  Ue  is  a  man  well  known  to  me,  of  courageous  but 
stubborn  spirit,  a  Coelmanist  by  profession.  He  has  violently 
urged  on  tho  revolting  partv.  They  chose  him  for  about  one 
fourth  of  our  usual  salary,  to  be  their  teacher,  and  he  is  about  to 
take  ship  at  the  first  opportunity,  to  be  ordained  by  somn  ClasMS, 
perhaps  that  of  Xeeland,  or  Sluys.  If  he  succeed,  there  will  soon 
more  of  his  kind  follow.  I  have  another  of  the  samo  temper  and 
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style  of  thought  under  me;  and  then  they  will  make  the  ministers 
here  afraid  enough,  as  already  they  are,  eyen  if  these  (ordina 
tions  ?)  could  be  preyented. 

Domino  Selyns  is  no  more  loved  by  the  factious  party,  ilian  I 
am ;  but  his  Reverence  has  more  of  the  better  element  in  his  congre 
gation,  than  I  have. 

Domine  Dellins  betook  himself  away  for  fully  half  a  year,  in 
order  to  escape  the  late  troubles,  but  it  was  against  the  wishes  of 
his  congregation.  Although  there  too  the  people  were  divided, 
yet  the  church  was  not  so  much  interfered  with. 

I  hope  that  your  Reverences  will  duly  consider  the  troubles  of 
my  condition  during  many  years  past.  I  have  lived  under  con 
stant  hatred  and  contempt,  such  as  I  cannot  express.  Although 
I  am  friendly  towards  every  body,  and  have  all  along  interceded 
for  many  in  distress ;  I  can  give  but  little  edification  to  the  party 
opposed  to  me,  having  observed  that  the  bitter  feeling  only  in 
creases  from  time  to  time;  and  although  the  letters  and  the  threats 
of  the  Governor  frighten  them,  they  also  provoke  them. 

As  to  my  salary :  It  is  true  that  I  have  long  had  authority  from 
the  government  to  enforce  execution,  but  that  would  only  embitter 
them  still  more.  This  causes  me  to  renew  my  humble  request  that 
some  pecuniary  assistance  be  sent  to  me.  You  can  write  by  this 
same  brigantine,  the  "  Dolphin  ",  which  will  quickly  return  here; 
so  that  in  case  of  extreme  necessity  I  may  retreat  to  the  East  or 
West.  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  kindness  of  the  English  and 
Dutch  authorities  of  this  Province,  in  trying  to  rescue  me  from 
my  troubles. 

Before  closing,  I  shall  add  something  in  regard  to  my  journey  or 
rather  flight  to  the  South  River  on  the  7th  of  .Time  1090.  I  found 
in  the  whole  of  Pennsylvania  only  one  Protestant  Lutheran  pastor, 
an  old  blind  man.  Tn  passing  T  came  to  a  Swede,  called  Capt. 
Israel.*  Hr-  received  me  kir.dly.  Upon  hearing  that  T  was  a 

*  In  another  translation  It   is   "Captain  Sea^rove  ".     There  was  an   Israel   Ileline 
In   Pennsylvania. 
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minister,  he  said  that  they  would  make  an  agreement  with  me  to 
be  their  pastor,  as  their  «>\vn  minister  had  died  the  year  l>efore. 
I  replied,  Yon  are  Lutherans.  II.-  replied.  Then-  N.  indeed,  a  lit 
tle  difference  about  the  communion,  hut  \\-(.  ^ha!l  not  trouble  our 
selves  about  that.  Then  T  told  him  that  I  had  n..t  c.»me  with  anv 
such  design.  I  then  came  to  a  Dutch  village,  near  Philadelphia, 
where,  among  others.  I  heard  Jacob  Telner,  a  Dutch  Quaker,  who 
preached  there.  Subsequently  I  lodged  at  his  house  in  Philadel 
phia.  This  village  consists  of  forty  four  families,  twenty  eiirht 
of  whom  were  Quakers;  the  other  sixteen  are  of  the  "Reformed 
Church.  I  addressed  those  who  had  been  received  as  members  by 
^Ir.  Oyer  (  ?).  The  Lutherans,  Mennonites  and  Papists,  all  of 
whom  are  much  opposed  to  the  Quakers  meet  lovingly  every  Sun 
day,  when  a  Mennonite,  Dirck  Koyser  from  Amsterdam,  read-  a 
sermon  from  a  book  by  Joost  Ilannensen.  I  wa-  also  en  passant  at 
Sluyter's,  alias  Vosman's,  in  Xe\v  Ilohemia.  They  received  me 
civilly.  They  were  about  sixteen  in  number,  in  their  community 
(cloister)  attending  to  agriculture. 

Coming  at  last,  to  New  Castle  I  preached  there  «>n  thm»  Sun 
days,  and  administered  the  communion  ;  I  had  there  a  little  church 
full  of  people,  Dutchmen,  Swedes  and  Fins,  d-r  French  '.  ) 

In  closing  I  wish  for  your  Reverences  (nid's  strength  and  ble-> 
ing,  both  on  yourselves  and  your  service,  in  maintaining  and  build 
ing  up  God's  distressed  church  in  these  dangerou-  days. 

I  remain. 

Your.  Reverences   verv   obedient    servant    and    brother   in 
Christ, 

Rudolph  11?  Yarick. 

On  Long  Island. 

in  Xew  Xetherland, 

the  9th  of  April,    1003. 
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ACTS  OF  DEPUTIES.     LETTERS  TO  NEW  YORK. 

1693,  April  10th. 

In  execution  of  the Article  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  the  let 
ters  have  been  drawn  up  and  despatched  to  Rev.  Selyns  at  New 
York,  and  to  the  brethren  Varick  and  Dellins.  This  is  recorded 
in  the  register  of  letters,  xxi.  33',). 

GOVERNOR  FLETCHER'S  OPENING  ADDRESS. 

1693,  April  10. 

"  Gentlemen,  the  first  tiling  that  I  did  recom 
mend  to  you  at  our  last  meeting  was  to  provide  for  a  ministry,  and 
nothing  is  done  in  it.  There  are  none  of  you  but  what  are  big  with 
the  privilege  of  Englishmen  and  Magna  Charta,  which  is  your 
right ;  and  the  same  law  doth  provide  for  the  religion  of  the  church 
of  England,  against  Sabbath  breaking,  swearing,  and  all  other 
profanity.  But  as  you  have  made  it  last  and  postponed  it  this  ses 
sion,  I  hope  you  will  begin  with  it  the  next  meeting,  and  do  some 
what  towards  it  effectually.'1'  Council  Journal,  39 : 

LIST  or  CIVIL  OFFICERS  IN  NEW  YORK  AND  THEIR  SALARIES. 

1G03,  April  20th. 

The  total  of  these  amount  to  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  eight 
pounds.  Among  them  occurs  the  following:  "  Allowed  to  Godfreedus  Dellius,  for 
teaching  and  converting  the  Indians,  per  annum  sixty  pounds. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y. 
iv.  20. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  AND  THEIR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Revs.  Henricus  Selyns,  Rudol- 
plius  Varik,  Godfridus  Dellius,  April  20th  1693.      xxvii.   215. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

We  were  moved  with  sorrow  in  our  very  souls  at  the  reading  of 
your  letters.  Of  those  sent,  however,  we  have  only  received  one, 
written  from  New  York,  signed  by  Rev.  Henricus  Selyns  alone; 
and  one  sent  some  time  before,  written  from  New  York,  October 
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12th  ir»!lL>.  and  Mgncd  by  Revs.  II.  Sclyns,  Rudolphus  Yank  and 
Godfridus  Dellii!> :  :>nd  yet  a  third,  following  shortly  after,  written 
from  Xew  York.  December  .".nth,  lU'.H.  And  how  could  we  read 
without  deep  emotion  of  the  vexations  of  our  hrethn-n  in  those 
far  distant  regions,  as  described  in  vour  letters'  not  onlv  of  aceu- 
sations  against  some  of  you,  vi/..,  that  «-ne  had  committed  treason. 
(Crimen  Inesao  majestatis),  and  another  some  similar  otTense ; 
but  even  that  you  had  been  subjected  to  chains  and  fetters:  and, 
moreover,  of  such  a  grievous  mas-acre,  involving  the  life  <>f  Rev. 
Petrus  Tesschenmaker,  and  of  the  irregular  life  of  Rev.  Lauren- 
tins  van  der  Bosch,  with  his  deposition.  The  only  good  news 
which  we  received  in  your  letters  was  that  Rev.  Dellius  had  bap 
tized  and  converted  some  savages,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  grati 
tude.  We  will  not  conceal  from  vou  that  we  were  greatly  embar 
rassed  as  well  as  grieved  by  that  first  letter  from  Rev.  Selyns.  We 
did  not  know  what  was  best  to  do  in  so  perplexing  a  matter,  es 
pecially  as  no  particulars  were,  made  known  to  us  regarding  the 
origin  of  those  troubles,  or  the  pretext  for  such  proceedings.  \Ve 
know  not  through  whom,  nor  upon  whose  complaint,  they  were 
started  neither  their  character,  whether  political  or  ecclesiastical. 
Because  wo  were  not  sufficiently  informed  al>out.  them,  we  dared 
not  make  any  complaints  at  the  court,  of  his  Roya!  Majesty,  and 
seek  redress.  We  suspected  that  the  difficulties  originated  through 
the  change  of  government  in  the,  kingdom  of  Kngland.  This  change 
we  cannot  view  otherwise  than  as  a  miracle  in>m  heaven  tor  tin- 
salvation  of  Protestantism  in  general.  \\V  have  supposed  that 
with  the  departure  of  your  Governor,  as  the  re-uli  of  ihat  change 

—  for  your  government   must  have  been  correspondingly  changed 

—  there  was  not  sufficient  unity  in  the  direction  of  atTair.-,  in  con 
nection  with  the  nc,\v  appointment  ;  and  that  you,  a>  individuals, 
as    sometimes    happens    in  such    cases,  became    involved     in    the 
troubles.      If  this   were  KO,   we   hope  that    the   -torm   has   already 
blown  over,  as  is  often  tint  case  in  such  sudden  tempests;  tor  dis 
orders  generally  accompany,  at  lir-t.  -ueh  remarkable  revolution-. 
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We  also  infer  from  jour  later  letters  that  the  violence  of  the  times, 
has  actually  begun  to  abate  with  the  arrival  of  a  peace-loving  Gov 
ernor. 

From,  the  same  letters,  however,  we  also  notice  that  there  must 
have  been  disaffection  between  yourselves  and  your  churches,  since 
you  were  treated  with  all  manner  of  affront,  reproach  and  slander, 
and  did  not  receive  your  regular  salary.  Such  conditions  would 
necessarily  soon  result  in  your  departure  from  the  place,  and  the 
destitution  of  those  churches.  It  grieves  us,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Breth 
ren,  in  our  very  souls,  to  find  you  in  such  troubles.  We  desire  and 
earnestly  pray  to  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  that  you  may 
be  permitted  to  continue  to  keep  watch  over  those  flocks,  as  before, 
with  joy,  and  not  with  grief.  Our  earnest  prayer  to  God  in  your 
behalf  is  all  that  we  can  yet  contribute  to  your  relief. 

We  also  counsel  you  and  fraternally  urge  you,  that  you  will, 
according  to  your  usual  wisdom  and  good  judgement,  overlook,  as 
much  as  possible,  many  circumstances  which  have  occurred  by  this 
revolution ;  and  that  you  will  strive  to  calm  the  minds  of  those 
church  members  who  have  been  provoked  and  alienated,  and  thus 
win  them  to  fellowship  again.  Choose  in  this  your  dispute  that 
Bpafouf  (Col.  3:15,  that  arbiter,)  to  which  Paul  refers:  "For 
bearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man  have 
a  quarrel  against  any;  oven  as  Christ  forgave  yon.  so  also  do  ye. 
And  above  all  these  things  put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  per- 
fectness.  And  let  the  peace,  of  God  RULE  (  Hf^susnu  )  in  your 
hearts,  to  the  which  also  ye  are  called  in  one  Body;  and  be  ye 
thankful  "  or  amiable,  lovely.  Take  in  good  part  this  word  of  ex 
hortation,  for  we  give  the  spurs  to  the  willing  horse. 

As  regards  the  Rev.  Brother  Varik :  Since  he  remains  per 
sistent  in  his  request  for  a  transfer,  we  shall  not  neglect  to  remem 
ber  him  favorably,  when  a  suitable  opportunity  occurs.  Further 
more,  we  have  endeavored  in  the  enclosed  letters  to  your  Consis 
tories,  to  exhort  them  to  peace,  love  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
your  services ;  and  especially  to  the  payment  of  the  salaries  in 
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which  they  have  hecoine  delinquent.  Vu-  ha\'e  left  these  enclosures 
unsealed,  so  that  you  may  tir-t  read  them,  and  act  pro  re  nata.  de 
livering,  or  not  delivering  them,  according  to  circumstances. 

A-  for  ourselves,  the  churches  here,  are  -till  through  (lod'-  -pe- 
cial  grace,  in  their  usual  condition.  The  war,  however,  still  con 
tinues,  though  it  >eem>  as  if  the  campaign  would  hegin  thi-  year 
somewhat  later  than  la-t  year.  This  is  owing  to  lack  in  the  maga 
zines,  which  on  account  ol  the  unfrui (.fulness  of  the  preceding  .-um- 
mer,  are  not  well  supplied.  The  King,  our  stadtholder,  reached 
us  safely  from  Kngland  last  week,  in  order  to  regulate  and  com 
mand  our  armies  and  navies.  Meanwhile  we  cea-e  not  to  a-k  <Iod  • 
for  hi>  favor  on  his  Majesty's  person  and  plan-,  a-  \vell  as  upon  the 
arms  of  this  country  and  her  allie-.  that  we  may  finally  reach  d«-- 
Mred  rest  ;;nd  peace.  Herewith  commending  von  to  the  Chief 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep.  1  rom  whom  the  unfading  cro\vn  ot  glory 
is  to  he  obtained,  we  remain, 

Rev.  Sirs  and   Brethren   in  Christ. 

In  the  name  of  the  (  'la  —  i-  of  Am-icrdam. 

Your  Reverences'  etc.,  etc. 
(Names  not  always  recorded   in  the  Volume-  of  Correspondence.) 

ACTS  OF  Tin:   I  )EIM  TIK>   AM>  TIM.II:   COKIUISPONDKNCK. 
The  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  (  'oii-i-torie-  of  The  Dutch 

Reformed     Churches     in     'New     Netlierland.     April     I*'*.     1 ''•!•"•. 

x  x  v  i  i .  '2  I  ^ . 
Reverend   1  »ret hren  : 

\\*e  have  learned  with  irrea!  sorrow  ot  heart  ot  the  <li-a-ter- 
which  have  occurred,  and  have  existed  for  -ome  time  in  your  far 
distant  re«rions.  The-e  -torm-  and  tempe-t-  have  arisen  there,  ap 
parently,  ihrough  the  necessary  chanL'c*  in  your  --oveniment  re 
sulting  from  the  salutarv  ch:mi:«-  "f  Lr"Vernmcnt  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Kn«rlan«l.  Among  you.  a  change  ~eem- 

])rematurel\ .  or  otherwi-e   it   wa-  not    well   managed,      \\  ••  d-»  not 
know  exactly  how  it  occurred,  hut  the  circumstance-  have  caused  an 
G7 
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alienation  between  the  pastors  and  their  churches.  Possibly  this 
condition  of  affairs  arose  from  something  else,  which  wo  do  not 
understand. 

At  all  events,  we  want  earnestly  to  assure  you,  that  it  will  be  a 
great  joy  to  us  if  we  can  heal  the  breach,  and  remove  the  complaints 
of  the  one  against  the  other ;  for  where  the  noise  of  the  hammer 
exists,  the  temple  is  not  builded.  If  unpleasant  thing's  have  oc 
curred  among  you  during  these  troubles,  they  ought  not  to  be  con 
sidered  of  any  more  consequence  than  the  words  or  actions  of  one 
in  the  delirium  of  a  severe  fever.  You  will  not  think  it  ill  of  us 
that  we  desire  earnestly  to  exhort  and  beseech  you  in  this  matter, 
and  to  impress  upon  the  churches  what  the  great  Apostle  to  the 
gentiles,  in  behalf  of  the  extension  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  among  the  gentiles,  considered  so  very  necessary,  and  pre 
sented  so  vividly  in  1  Thess.  5:  11-18, — ''Wherefore,  comfort 
yourselves  together,  and  edify  one  another,  even  as  also  ye  do.  And 
we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  who  labor  among  you,  and 
are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you;  and  to  esteem  them 
very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake,  and  be  at  peace  among 
yourselves." — Xow  comforting  and  edifying  one  another  are  not 
properly  interpreted,  when  it  is  asserted  that  there  is  no  need  of 
ministers.  And  ministers  arc  not  properly  honored  when  you  are 
not  at  peace  with  them.  Therefore  we  have  written  in  similar  style 
to  vour  ministers,  doubting  not  that  they  will  permit  nothing  to 
be  lacking  on  their  side.  I  low  sad  it  is  when  they  who  watch  for 
souls  as  they  who  must  give  account,  cannot  do  it  with  joy,  but  only 
with  grief,  and  with  the  prospect  even  of  being  compelled  to  leave 
the  field.  This  would  be  unprofitable  to  you,  and  the  loss  could 
not  easilv  be  made  up.  We,  therefore,  beseech  you  for  the  love 
of  the  Gospel,  to  direct  all  things  to  such  an  end,  that  the  church, 
so  useful  to  yon,  may  be  kept  in  love,  pence  and  harmony;  that 
the  service  of  the  Weird  may  be  accounted  holy  among  you,  and 
may  be  honored;  that  the  ministers  may  receive  their  proper  sal 
aries,  and  your  promises  in  this  respect  be  fulfilled.  Otherwise  the 
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light  will  be  extinguished.  Thus  also  we,  though  ataent  from  you 
in  the  flesh,  but  present  in  the  spirit,  will  bo  jovfnl  with  vour 
good  order  and  steadfastness  in  Christ;  for  these  Christian  trait* 
make  the  church  to  he  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terri 
ble  as  an  army  with  banners.  Further,  Brethren,  we  commend 
you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grac-e,  who  is  able  to  build  you  up 
and  give  you  an  inheritance  with  all  the  saints. 
In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  (Cassis  of  Amsterdam, 

^  ours  etc. 

ACTS  OF  THK   DKITTIKS  AND  TIIF.II;   (  'OIJIIKSI-ONHKNTF.. 

The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  ihe  ( 'mi>isiories  of  the  Province, 
especially  that  of  New  York,  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  the 
Minister's  salary,  and  the-  payment  of  arrears.  Mated  Ani^ter- 
dani.  April  1  1  i^,  1  (>!»:).  xxi.  :{.",!•. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistories  of  the  I)utch  Congregations  in  the  Citv 

and  Province  of  New  York : 
Reverend  Brethren : — 

We  have  learned  with  great  sorrow  of  the  troubles  which  have 
for  some  time  existed  in  your  rem<  to  Proviner:  of  the  storms  and 
tempests  which  arose,  as  it  appears,  from  a  change  of  gi.vi-nnnent 
there,  proceeding  from  the  salutary  change  of  government  in  the 
Kingdom  of  England.  This  change  with  you,  whether  unseason 
ably  attempted  or  not  well  begun,  or  for  some  other  reason,  h:1- 
produced  an  alienation  between  the  ministers  and  their  emign-gsi- 
tions,  unless,  indeed,  the  difficulty  has  originated  from  some  other 
cause,  of  which  we  know  nothing.  We  can  assure  you  that  i 
would  be  a  great  joy  to  us,  if  we  could  remove  thi-  breach,  and  the 
mutual  recriminations;  for  where  the  stroke  of  the  hammer  is 
heard,  the  temple  is  not  built. 

If  anvthin?  is  to  be  accomplished  in  troubles  of  thi-  kind,  the 
treatment  must  be  none*  other  than  such  as  is  used  with  a  man  with 
a  high  fever.  You  \vill  not  take  it  ill  that  we  have  paternall; 
warned  and  entreated  vou,  to  instill  into  the  congregation  what 
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the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  represented  as  so  necessary  and 

so  effective,  1  Thess.  v.  11-13;  ''Wherefore  comfort  yourselves 
together,  and  edify  one  another,  even  as  also  ye  do.  And  we  be 
seech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labor  among  you,  and  are 
over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you ;  and  to  esteem  them  very 
highly  in  love  for  their  works'  sake.  And  be  at  peace  among  your 
selves  ". —  These  things,  belonging  to  each  other,  the  mutual  ad 
monishing,  and  the  mutual  edifying,  are  not  properly  apprehended, 
when  any  consider  that  a  minister  is  unnecessary.  And  the  min 
isters  are  not  "  well  known  "  when  the  people  are  not  at  peace 
among  themselves.  We  have  also  written  for  this  purpose,  to  your 
ministers,  not  doubting  that  they  will  leave  anything  wanting  on 
their  part.  For  what  would  happen,  if  they  who  watch  for  souls 
and  who  must  give  in  their  account,  cannot  give  it  with  joy,  but 
must  do  it  with  grief.  Similar  is  it,  when  for  such  reasons,  they 
are  compelled  to  leave.  That  would  not  be  profitable  to  you,  but 
would  be  a  loss  not  easy  to  redress. 

We  pray  you  then,  for  the  love  of  the  Gospel,  to  direct  all 
things  in  such  a  way  that  the  Church  of  God  may  be  kept  in  love, 
peace,  and  unity;  that  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  may  be  regarded 
as  an  office  sacred  and  honored ;  and  that  the  ministers  themselves 
bo  paid  them  that  which  is  their  due,  and  your  promises  in  that 
matter  be  fulfilled ;  for  without  attending  to  such  a  matter,  the 
light  goes  out.  Then  we  also,  although  absent  from  you  in  the 
flesh,  yet  present  in  the  spirit,  may  rejoice,  as  we  behold  your 
good  order,  and  the  firmness  of  your  faith  in  Christ;  for  it  is  these 
two  things,  your  good  order  and  your  steadfastness  in  the  faith, 
which  make  the  Church  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners. 

Brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grace. 
In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Your  obedient  servants,  friends  and  brethren 
in  the  Lord, 

A.  Westerhoff,       Pres.  etc 
John  Smith,  Scribe,  etc. 
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Letters  to  NY\v  York. 

Itl'.i:;.    May    I ;li. 

And  on  this  occasion  did  Rev.  Westerhof  make  known,  that 
the  Deputies  ad  res  Extraneas,  by  direction  and  order  of  thi-  A- 
BPinMy,  had  written  t.\vo  -eporate  letters  to  NY\v  York,  in  reply 
to  those  of  Rev.  Selyns:  namely,  one  to  the  three  preachers;  and 
another  to  the  elders  there.  In  each  of  these  there  was  recom 
mended  to  them  mutual  love  and  peace.  Tin-  brethren  were 
thanked  for  their  trouble  in  tin-  matter,  viii.  1(1^. 

A   PETITION  TO  (Iovi-:i:.\ou  FI.KT.  HI-  K. 

To   His   Kxcellenc  y    Hi-nj.    Fletdur   Captain   Cm. -rail   and   c.nvernour   In   Ch-lfc   «,f 
ye     Province    of     NYw     York.-     IVnsilvania     NYw     Castle     and     Count  ri.-s     I>ep.-ndii>K 
thereon    In    America    etc.,    and    Vice    Admlnill    of   ye   same.      (June.    l»!ltt.  1 
The  humble  Peticon  of   warner   wc^sells  and   antic   Christians.   Sin-wet  h     - 

That  the  Sonne  of  ye  said  warner  wes^ells  an<l  ye  husl.and  «>f  ye  said  ;mtji- 
Christinens  helnjr  taken  Slaues  unto  Sall.-y  l.y  ye  Intidels  y.mr  K\i-el!«-ney  \\n  + 
Pleased  upon  there  hurnlde  Ite<iuest  to  uraunt  them  a  Mrleffe  to  collect  and  Heceivt- 
ye  free  and  liountifull  Charity  of  ail  ^f.od  Christians  within  this  Province  for  ye 
Redemption  of  ye  said  miserable  Persons  but  in  Kejrarde  ye  humble  Petition, TS 
are  no  ways  tltt  or  qnallfyed  to  collect  y>-  suld  H.-nevoleiice  Imt  have  MO  farr  I're 
vailed  with  ye  Church  Wanlens  and  Ministers  of  idis  Citty  to  Collect  and  Kc.-.-ive 
ye  same,  doe  humbly  Pray. 

That  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  ^'raunt  a  Hrleff  In  such  a  form  us  ye 
annexed  Is  which  was  directed  to  ye  Ministers  and  Church  Wardens  up.»n  ye  like 
occasion  when  a  vessel  was  taken  by  ye  Turks  in  ye  year  ICTs.  and  that  they  muy 
be  Impowered  to  collect  one  hundred  pounds,  whj.-h  is  ye  Somme  that  will  K.-d.-.-in 
ye  said  miserable  Persones  ye  overplus  if  any  be  to  be  delivered  as  your  Kxcellcncy 
shall  see  meet  to  be  Employed  for  ye  like  pious  uses.—  I  »oc.  Hist.  N.  V.  111.  'J.M'. 

(  'OI.F.KCTIO.VS  TO  HANSOM   ('AI-TIVIS   IN   SAI.KK. 

1«J!».'5.  .tune  v. 
Proclamation   li\    (io\-crnor    I-  1» -tclu-r.      C.'ollections   t<i  be  taken   up 

for  the   redemption    of  slaves    in    Saler.    i  Sally,   /alee.) 
"  To  all  Officers  and    Minisirrr-.  « cdt-sia-t  ical  and  <-ivil  tlirough- 
t'lit  all  the  Provinces  under  my  (lovernment.  rt«-. 

"  Inasmiicli  as  1  have  hi  en  certainly  informed  that  the  ><.n 
of  \\'jirner  Wessels.  who  is  also  the  ini-bap.«i  •  f  Annetjr  C  'hrist innv. 
citizens  and  seamen  of  this  ('i;\  of  Ni  w  ^'«>rk,  while  follow!?';; 
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their  vocation,  have  been  taken  to  Salee,  where  they  arc  now  in 
wretched  slavery,  under  the  power  of  the  infidels,  (the  Mohamme 
dans  on  the  Xorth  Coast  of  Africa)  ;  and  that  their  friends  are 
not  able  to  raise  a  sufficient  ransom  for  their  redemption  and 
freedom.  T  have,  therefore,  upon  their  application  to  me,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  and  in  Christian  love,  and  from 
compassion  of  the  hard  service,  baerheyt  and  bonds  of  these  per 
sons,  granted,  and  as  i  do  hereby  grant  permission  and  liberty  to 
the  said  Warner  Wessels  and  Annetje  Christiaens,  to  solicit  and 
receive  free  and  voluntary  gifts  from  all  Christians  under  my 
Government,  both  in  public  Assemblies  and  in  private  houses. 
And  in  order  to  prevent  any  irregularity  among  those  who  may 
make  the  collections,  all  ministers  and  preachers,  where  there  are 
churches,  or  where  public  and  private  Assemblies  are  held,  are 
commanded  to  publish  a  true  copy  of  this  permit,  by  openly  road- 
ing  the  same,  and  subsequently  by  posting  it  on  the  doors  or  other 
public  places,  and  admonishing  the  people  to  all  Christian  love,  in 
order  that  at  the  next  meeting,  they  may  receive  the  fee  and  volun 
tary  gifts  of  the  people  for  the  said  purpose.  And  where  there 
are  no  churches  or  places  of  public  gathering,  the  constables  are 
hereby  commanded  to  go  about  in  their  special  localities,  having 
a  true  copy  of  this  Permit,  and  collect  gifts  of  good  Christians  for 
said  purpose. 

Of  the  said  gifts  and  charity,  the  said  ministers  or  preachers, 
and  constables  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  which  they  shall 
hand  over,  together  with  the  money  collected  by  virtue  of  this  Per 
mit,  and  without  delay,  to  Stephen  Van  Cortland,  Esq.,  Peter 
Jacobs  Marius,  Johannes  Kerfbyll,  and  Johannes  Tvip,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  pay  it  over,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  redemption  of  the  said 
captives  from  their  slavery  by  ways  and  means  which  may  be 
found  most  convenient. 

.Nevertheless,  there  is  this  condition,  that  if,  perchance,  there 
should  be  an  overplus,  above  the  price  of  their  ransom,  or  if  any 
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of  them  have  died,  or  have  been  redeemed  hv  other  means,  that 
then  the  said  Stephen  van  Courtlandt,  Esq.,  Peter  Jacob?  Marine 
Johannes  Kerfbyll  and  Johannes  Kip  shall  render  account  to  me, 
or  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  for  the  time  being  of  the  -inn- 
collected,  or  the  overplus  of  the  same,  or  of  the  ransom  of  any 
of  them,  that  the  same  may  be  applied  to  a  similar  or  some  other 
pious  use,  but  which  may  be  employed  for  no  other  purpose  or 
object  whatsoever  (ter  werelt.J 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  in  Fort  William  Henry  on  the 
Mh  day  of  June,  1693. 

Ben.  Fletcher. 

The  same  Lisense  or  Liberty  which  is  given  to  ye  friend*  "f 
ve  within  named  prisoners  1  give  likewise  to  the  Petitioner  upon 
ye  account  of  Bartholomew  Rousston  John  Crage  and  William 
Green,  Sailers  taken  in  ye  same  \Y-sell  and  now  Prisoners  with 
them  The  inonev  to  be  leathered  and  dispo-ed  of  as  within  direct'-d 
and  equally  towards  ye  Redemption  of  all  live  Witness  my  Hand. 

Ben.    Fletcher. 
Lib.  A.  77.—  Doc.  Hist.  X.  V.  iii.  253. 

(This  Proclamation  was  printed  by  William  Bradfordt,  and  i- 
supposed  to  be  the  tirst  specimen  of  printini:  in  the  Colony.  A 
printed  copy  is  in  the  Church  Book  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  \.-\v 
York,  of  which  the  above  is  a  translation  and  abstract.)  Lib.  A. 


1.  Memorandum  of  all  that  was  received  by  virtue  of  the  (  )rd. 
or  Authorization  for  the  ransom  of  slaves  in  Salee.  according  t 
the  special  Act  of  1  •'»!''». 

Xew  York  City  *.'-'•»:..  13.  »• 

Stuyve-ani-  Uomverie 

Xew  Ilarlein 

Bergen   and   (Jomoenopa    (  ( 'oinmunipaw  ) 

Aequeequenown   and    Ilaekensacq 
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Gravensant  (Gravesend)  19.6. 

Boschwyck  2.    6.4. 

Zuydthold  (Southold)  7.    0.0. 

Staten  Island,  French  Church  3.    0.0. 

Midwoudt,  CFlatbush)  4.14.8. 

Breuckelen  5.10.7   1/2 

Xew  Aniersfort    (Flatlands)  6.    7.7   1/2 

Jamaica  1.    7.0. 

Xew  Thuyn  (Xewtown)  14.18.6. 

Xew  Rockell  (Xew  Rochelle)  1.10.4  1/2 

Znydt  Hampton  (South  Hampton)  -3.16.6. 

City  of  Albanen  29.19.0. 

Guyanes  (Gowanus)  1.17.111/2 


362.    2.0. 
Fred.  Philipzen  (a  bond  of  100  guilders)  12.10.0. 


374.12.0. 

II.   Memorandum  of  all  the  Christians  and  Xegroes  who  sub 
scribed,  according  to  the  Order  of  his  Majesty,  A.  D.  1697.   (  ?) 

Of  Xew  York  City:     Males,  946  persons. 

Women,  1018 

Young  Men,  864 

Young  women  and  maidens,  899 
Xegroes,  209 

Xegresses,  205          " 

Xegro young  men  and  women,    1 61 


Total  4302 

Says  Dr.  IVrrian  in  his  History  of  Trinity  Church,  "  In  1697 
it  was  found  that  these  captives  had  either  escaped  or  died,  or 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  relieve  them.  Trinity  Church,  there- 
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fore,  applied  to  the  (lovenmr,  tn  have  the  mom-vs  collected,  paid 
over  to  them,  to  be  employed  in  finishing  their  Church.  Their 
request  was  granted,  hut  the  ( 'ommittee  refund  ;  hut  in  the  follow 
ing  year,  they  consented.  On  April  ID,  17»>;,.  Trinity  Church 
acknowledges  the  receipts  of  certain  wares  from  Holland,  which 
represented  the  sum  sent  thither,  for  the  redemption  of  slaves  our 
of  Sally,  and  which  when  sold,  amounted  to  four  hundred  an-! 
forty  eight  pounds." 

(  'I.ASSIS  OF  AMSTKKDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  I-KOM  AMERICA. 

Kov.   Godfreidus   Dellius,   minister   in    Alhany,   to   ;he   ( 'la->i-  of 
Amsterdam,  .1  line  1  .">,   1  <)!>:',. 

Highly  Respected  Gentlemen  : — 

I  would  not  have  dared  to  humble  vou  with  thi-  letter,  it  I 
did  not  feel  it  to  he  my  duty  to  express  to  you  my  profound  re 
spect.  The  letters  sent  by  brothers  Selyns  and  Varii-k,  will  hav 
informed  you  of  the  state  of  the  church  in  this  land.  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  except  to  give  YOU  an  account  of  the  circumstances 
of  my  own  church.  The  horror-  of  the  war  were  so  terrible,  that 
former  centuries  do  not  give  us  any  similar  example.  (  )ur  church 
has  diminished  daily  in  the  number  of  member-;  but  respect 
towards,  and  satisfaction  with  mvself  and  mv  -crvice-  have  not 
diminished.  I  wish  that  I  could  say  the  same  of  the  above-named 
Brethren  and  their  churches.  Yet  affairs  are  apparently  beeoin 
ing  somewhat  better  now.  The  newlv  established  church  among  the 
heathen,  grows  considerably  under  mv  guidance.  \ot withstand 
ing  the  war  I  can  count  two  hundred  converts,  so  that  I  can  plainly 
see  the  blessing  of  (Jod  upon  mv  work.  Thi-  makes  the  labor 
easier.  The  government  also  takes  more  intcrc-t  than  formerly 
in  the  continuation  of  thi-  piou-  work,  and  ha-  promised  to  make 
compensation  to  me  for  these  extra  -ervice-.  I  only  wish  that  thi* 
care  and  burden  did  not  rest,  entirelv  on  mv  -boulder-;  for  1 
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easily  perceive  into  what  straits  the  church  would  come,  both  as 
to  services,  and  policy  (of  winning  the  Indians)  if  I  should  die 
or  leave;  as  there  is  yet  nobody  who  could  take  charge  of  it. 

Besides  the  charge  of  my  own  church,  I  also  have  charge  of 
those  of  Schenectady  and  Esopus.  The  former  will  be  utterly 
unable,  for  a  number  of  years  to  come,  to  call  and  support  a 
minister.  The  latter,  about  eight  or  ten  weeks  ago,  resolved  to 
write  to  you  to  send  them  a  minister,  upon  a  salary  of  about  six 
hundred  (another  translation  says  nine  hundred)  guilders,  Hol 
land  currency,  together  with  free  house  and  fuel.  They  are 
only  waiting  for  the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  who  is  at  present 
out  of  the  Province,  else  said  church  of  Esopus  would  already  have 
sent  their  letter  of  Call.  Highly  respected  Sirs,  I  make  the 
earnest  request  that,  when  the  opportunity  offers,  you  will  look 
after  the  welfare  of  that  church.  I  further  pray  that  you  will 
favorably  remember  me,  who  considers  himself  fortunate  in  hav 
ing  the  honor  to  call  himself, 

Reverend  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  servant, 
Godfridus  Dellius. 

Letter  from  Rev.   Varick. 

1693,  June  27th. 

The  clerk  also  handed  a  letter  written  in  (from)  Long  Island, 
in  Xew  Xetherland,  which  Island  is  now  named  Xassau  (by  Act 
of  1C93,  in  honor  of  William  III,)  by  Rev.  Rudolphus  Varick, 
minister  there,  dated  April  4th,  1693.  In  this  he  communicates 
and  makes  known  circumstantially  the  extremity  (noodt)  and  in 
convenience  as  well  as  the  perilous  imprisonment  to  which  he  was 
subjected,  and  in  which  he  continued  for  more  than  five  months, 
(1690-1)  together  with  his  happy  deliverance  from  his  prison, 

and  the  good  fortune  that  he  now  enjoys,  being  in 

favor  with  the  present  Governor.  The  same  wrote  in  his  interest 
to  his  congregation,  and  particularly  to  his  opponents,  as  appears 
from  the  copy  of  said  letter,  written  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
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ernor,  and  which  was  enclosed  in  that  of  Rev.  Yarick.  In  this 
the  church  and  all  its  members  arc  most  earnestly  admonished  t<> 
observe  their  proper  duty  t», \vsird-  their  minister. 

Some  hope  therefore  does  suggest  itself,  that  all  may  yet  turn 
out  well,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  Rev.  Yarick.  Hut  inasmuch 
as  lie  might  subsequently  find  himself  deceived  in  this  hope,  he 
would  adhere  (inhere)  to  his  previous  written  ropiest,  made  to 
the  Rev.  Classis,  that  he  might  be  called  bv  her  to  £<>  either  to 
East  India,  Curaeoa  or  Suriname,  that  he  may  have  a  safe  abode 
somewhere,  with  a  call  of  such  a  character  that  he  and  his  familv 
can  subsist  thereon.  lie  also  earnestly  requests  that  an  eve  nu-.v 
here  be  kept  on  a  certain  (Juilljam  l>arth»>ldt,  a  cooper  by  trade, 
but  now  a  schoolmaster.  In  a  certain  place,  he  has  let  himself  lie 
called  as  their  minister  for  the  fourth  part  of  the  salary  at  which 
ministers  are  usually  called.  lie  is  a  man  of  very  restless  spirit; 
one  who  having  attained  his  object  here,  would  seek  to  fish  in 
troubled  waters  there.  Rev.  Yarick  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
man  should  be  watched,  because  he  surmises  that  he  is  going  "V<T 
with  this  ship,  and  will  wander  about  here  among  the  (Masses, 
in  order  to  see  where  he  might  most  readily  be  examined  and 
qualih'ed  as  a  minister.  In  case  he  should  sneered  in  this.  Rev. 
Yarick  fears  that  there  might  be  other  persons  of  the  same  schis 
matic  humor  who  would  follow  his  example.  By  such  persons 
much  disquiet  would  be  brewed,  and  much  trouble  caused  to  the 
churches  and  especially  to  the  ministers  there.  lie  and  all  the 
other  ministerial  brethren  then1  earnestly  wish  that  these  things 
may  be  prevented. 

The  Classis  rejoices  in  the  happy  deliverance  (from  prison) 
of  Rev.  Yarick,  and  agrees  to  herd  his  suggestions  and  rrquesf. 
as  far  as  may  be  possible,  viii.  1M,  1  sii ;  xix.  L'  P.'. 

RF.V.  ('I.ATIM:  I>.\nr.o\  TO  TIN:  Rr.v.  <  loi.i  icrmrs  Dr.i.i.irs. 

From   giii-h.Mj   In   I'nnldn   tin-   first   of  July    KMtf. 
Sir: 

Father  MlU-tt.  who  I*  union*,'  th«-  InillaiiH  M  Oncyiii-.  u  prlmmi-r.  IUIH  l.-t  in.-  know 
the  bounty  yoi:  h.'ivr  fur  him.  ami  tin-  rharliy  wlil<-h  you  hu\«-  .-xi-tvlm-.!  townrtln 
him  by  tin-  pn-Hi-nts  wlilrli  you  liav  ni!i«l«-  t<.  him  In  II!H  n.-<-.-*Hlty.  I  prny  «;o<l  with 
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all  my  heart  to  recompenee  you  which  doth  not  hinder  that  I  find  myself  e  obleiged 
to  return  to  you  my  acknowledgements  by  this  latter,  and  to  assure  you  if  I 
could  render  you  any  service  here  or  elsewhere,  and  it"  there  was  anything  in  the 
countrey  of  Canida  which  was  agreeable  to  you,  it  would  be  great  satisfaction  to 
me  to  demonstrate  how  much  I  am  sensible  of  the  benefits  you  have  bestowed  soe 
graciously  upon  the  poor  ffather.  I  persume  still  to  desire  you  Sr.  to  continue,  if 
possible,  to  assist  him  in  his  necessity,  and  I  will  order  you  satisfaction  in  what 
port  of  France  you  please,  either  at  Rochell  or  elsewhere,  where  you  can  have  a 
correspondence,  and  to  let  me  know  it  either  by  the  same  father  Milett  or  any 
other  \vay,  for  I  shall  spare  nothing  of  what  is  to  be  paid  for  that  which  you  shall 
be  pleased  to  furnish  him  with,  it  will  be  an  augmentation  of  the  goodnesse  you 
have  towards  him.  and  oblige  me  to  acknowledge  the  same  more  and  more  before 
God;  expecting  the  same  occasion  may  present  to  manifest  by  the  effects  that  I 
am  with  all  my  heart,  due  respects,  and  possible  gratitude 

Sir. 

Your  most   humble  and  most 

Obedient   Servant   in  our  Lord. 

Claude    Bablin.      ( Dablon.) 
Superiour  of  the  Jesuits  of  Canida. 
—  Col.    Docs.    X.    Y.   iv.   4S,   49. 
To   Monsieur 

Monsieur  Godevridus   Dellius 
At   Albany. 

MAJOR  PETER  SCIIUYLER  TO  GOVERNOR  FLETCHER. 

July  1T>.  l »>'.>:*. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

Last  night  about  Eight  a  Clock  Jurian  the  Maqua.se  whom  I  had  sent  to  Onondage 
with  some  River  Indians  to  get  the  certainty  of  the  late  news  of  the  French  conie- 
ing  upon  the  Five  Nations,  arrived  here  and  said  it  was  all  stories;  But  he  had 
letters  from  Canada,  the  Jesuits  messeinger  being  returned  two  days  before  he 
came  to  Onoyde;  I  was  in  hopes  the  Oneydes  according  to  their  promise  had  taken 
the  Packet  before  it  had  come  to  the  Jesuits  hand,  and  soo  sent  it  hither:  but 
perruseing  the  Subscription,  found  there  wor"  two  letters  directed  to  Domine 
Dellius.  the  one  from  the  Jesuit  himself,  the  other  from  the  Superior  at  Canada. 
I  asked  why  they  did  not  take  the  letters  and  send  them  hcither  as  your  Excellency 
had  commanded;  but  Jerian  tells  me  the  Jesuit  hath  as  great  authority  in  Oneyde 
as  any  Sachim  of  them  all,  and  rules  the  roast  there  soe  that  little  good  can  be 
expected  soe  long  as  they  are  guided  by  our  lOiiemy.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive 
what  the  French  would  be  at.  by  the  said  two  letters  to  Dr.  Dellius,  which  I 
believe  are  writ!  by  the  Governor  of  Canidy's  Induction.  Therefore  I  shall  not 
need  io  eoiument  upon  them.  {  thoi'ghl  this  business  of  such  moment  that  1  was 
once  in  the  minde  to  come  down  and  wiite  upon  your  Excellency  for  advice,  but 
fearing  other  accidents  might  happen  in  the  meantime,  I  have  perswaded  Domine 
Dellius  and  Mr.  Livingston  to  goe  down  express  and  waite  upon  your  Excellency 
to  give  you  a  full  Information  of  the  businesse. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  47. 


RKY.    FATHER   MILKT  TO   11  KV.   MR.   DKI.LIUS. 

Oneyde   .'Hst   July,    1W3. 
Sr.   the   p(  ace  of  Jesus   Christ. 

I  add  these  few  lines  to  the  letter  which  our  Reverend  Father,  the  Superior, 
hath  write  to  you;  which  is  to  advise  you  that.  Tarriha  my  brother  and  hospes, 
(who  was  gone  to  Canida  as  the  Oneydes  did  signify  by  a  bolt  of  wampum  which 
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was  sent  to  All. any  i.  is  returned :  he  hrlnirs  with  him  :i  collarr  of  wampum,  arc-urn- 
pnnyed  with  a  letter  l.y  which  tin-  Conn-  of  Front  inac.  (inr.-ruur  of  Canida.  .loth 
declare  to  us  that  it  is  n.-iu-  «,f  his  fault  Unit  tl.e  wind,.  w,.rl.l.  and  above  all.  the 
Iruiiuis  Indians  (being  ti,,-  ti\.-  Nations,.  .I,,,-  i,..t  .-,,111,.  |,,  a  peace,  although  he  IK 
in  a  condition  more  than  ever  to  resist  his  Knemyes  and  annoy  Hi. -in  wh-n  he  -hall 
see  cause. 

He  hath  put  a  stop  to  all  tin-  fighting  party, •*  win,  Joyn.-«l  to-.-thcr  and  were 
ready  to  depart  up m  their  se\eral  designs,  and  h.-  hlms.'lf.-.  as  was  said,  to  i.<> 
upon  the  way.  and  above  Mount  Keall,  lias  pr<,inls,-.l  t,,  Tarreha  not  '«.  proceed  till 
the  term  of  i  wo  months  he  ••xpir.-i|,  th;it  h.-  |.-tt  him.  Mon-,,\er  h.-  ln\ltc.s  all  the 
Iroquois  Indian  Xatimis  to  semi  .-a,-h  two  l»eputyes.  to  treat  with  him  of  mean*  to 
procure  a  peace,  which  the  Christians  of  <  Mi.-yde  have  desired  of  him. 

He  promises  an  intire  assurcanre  to  the  said  Heputyes,  in  comelnj;  and  goclng. 
lett  the  issue  he  what  it  will. 

You  shall,  if  you  please,  let  all  your  C»nt  know  the  whole  prcmesse.  that  tlu-y 
may  not  on  their  paris  hinder  or  obstruct  the  great  goo,;  of  a  peaee.  whl<-h  IK 
wished  l.y  all  people  of  good  inelinat ions,  as  well  as  l.y  the  Christians  of  Oneljde, 
who  doe  pray  all  the  world  to  make  It  their  interest  to  assl-t  and  favour  them  In 
sue  pious  a  design.-.  I  am  with  my  heart  and  respect. 
Sir. 

Your    most     l.iimHe    and    most 

oi.edient    Servant    in    Our    Lord. 
I'ieter   Mileti.   i.f   the   Company   of  Jesus. 

The  Oneydes  causes  me  to  add.  that  the  youni:  Indian  hoy  he  not  hroiiKht  them, 
which  they  would  have  .uixen  them  at  Albany,  hut  thai  some  body  may  be  brought 
to  them  who  understands  the  Scriptures  well. 

Juriaen  the  Ma«|uas,  belli-  conic  here  with  some  Kiv.T  Indians,  to  Infonnc  him 
selfe  of  the  present  affaires,  he  has  understood  by  Tarriha  that  the  Indian-  of 
Canida  have  brought  nine  scalps  from  towards  I'.oston.  and  that  Sajatese  and 
Onontaiiuirott  are  named,  to  be  the  heads  of  that  parly  who  base  done  this  fact, 
soe  that  he  believes  that  the  Maqnaes  and  Uiver  Indians  who  are  put  In  prison 
at  I'ekamptckook  are  wrongfully  accused,  and  he  and  the  other  Indians  complain 
that  they  are  scandalized  by  false  suspicions,  and  that  they  are  a  I -so  ciiluiniilr."!. 
as  we  see  now  that  the  letters  were  which  were  sent  to  Onondage  three  or  four 
years  agoc,  of  which  was  said  .pilte  contrary  things  than  the  letter  did  Import. 
Wherefore  they  desire  me  to  add.  that  nothing  may  he  altered  in  the  hist  letter, 
which  they  cause  me  to  write.  I  have  read  the  same  before  the  French  that  are 

here,   and   keep  a  copy  of   It.   and   all    shall    he   examined    In    the   n ting   that    Is   to   he 

held  at  Onondage.  I  would  add  more  things  to  tliK  but  time  will  n..t  permit!.  I 
am  a  servant  of  the  Kngllsh,  and  am  ready  to  sacrltb-e  myself.-  for  them.  If  they 
would  only  let  me  know  wherein  I  ran  s,.|-\e  them. 

The  Ueverend  Father  I.a;nhervllle  writ—  in.-  from  Paris,  fha'  he  see  Mr.  NeSoii 
there,  who  was  taken  prisoner  towards  Hoston:  In-  says  likewise  In  short  of  m«- 
that  I  am  a  servant  of  the  Kngllsh.  and  that  If  they  know  n-  they  would  not 
mistrust  us  as  they  declare  they  doe.  I  am  obliged  to  them,  that  they  ha\«- 
declared  they  have  wished  to  see  me  released  from  that  Imprisonment  of  the 
Indians,  but  It  seems  It  Is  Cod  that  keeps  me  there,  and  I  believe  th.it  nom-  hut 
he  can  deliver  me.  I  alsoe  comfort  mys.-lfc  In  my  Imprisonment  Hint  I  nm  n 
prisoner  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  pray  again  that  the  KnglMi  C.-nt  l.-men  would  remember,  that  I  have  formerly 
contributed  to  the  sending  home  of  seven  Kngllsh.  who  were  prison. -r*  there;  thcjr 
passed  all  throw  Albany  and  among  the  rest  two  young  children,  who  were  cloutheil 
in  black  of  my  own  doath-.  Their  mother  told  me  If  ever  I  '-a me  to  Virginia  «>r 
Maryland,  that  she  would  come  tenn  mile*  to  meet  me 

was  a  young  girl.-,  which  the  Anmistogus  had  brought  prison.  r«  here,  for  which 
Major  Andros.  who  was  then  <;..vrrn..r  of  Ne.v  ",oike.  did  promise  four  Indian* 
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women.  I  am  not  in  the  least  thanked  hitherto  for  it.  Probably  he  was  gone  to 
England  when  the  girle  was  sent  back.  Be  it  as  it  will,  We  expect  noe  reward  but 
from  God.  I  say  this  only  to  witnesse  that  I  am  a  servant  of  the  English 
Gentlemen,  and  its  known  in  Canida  and  in  France. 

I  add  this  to  that,  it  is  the  same  Count  do  Froutinac  who  sent  formerly  twenty 
English  throw  Albany  back  to  Boston,  and  that  he  took  the  hatchett  from  the 
River  Indians  who  had  taken  them  prisoners.  I  knew  that  the  Envoys,  who  con 
veyed  them,  were  received  with  trumpetts  sounding  at  Boston,  and  well  treated 
during  the  six  dayes  they  were  there,  etc. 

From  whence  is  it  then  that  the  troubles  doe  continue  soe  long,  and  that  it  is 
refused  to  hearken  to  a  good  peace  which  would  prevent  the  killing  and  murderiug 
of  the  people,  as  is  now  done. 

The  innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty. 

A  true  Copy. 

(Signed)  M.   Clarkson,   Secretary. 

Endorsed,   New  York  1093. 

The  Copy  of  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  Milett  Jesuite  prisoner  at   Oueyde 
one  of  the  free   Nations  of   Indians  and   anoyr.    from   the   Superior  of  Canida   Mr. 
Godfrey    Dellius   Minister  of   Albany   etc. —  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    iv.    49,    50. 
Received  26  Sept.   1693, 
from  Col.  Fletcher. 
B.   F. 
P.  9. 

GOVERNOR  FLETCHER  TO  THE  SACHIMS  OF  THE  FIVE  NATIONS. 


31st   of  July   1G93. 

I  have  often  told  you  that  the  priest  Milett  would  betray  all  your  Councills  soe 
long  as  he  lives  amongst  you   which  now  plainly  appears  for  he   hath   refused  to 
deliver   the   pakett   from   Canida   to  be   sent   unto   me   least   the   poison   should   be- 
discovered. 
Brethren. 

Since  it  is  manifest  that  it  is  by  means  of  that  Jesuite  Milett  that  the  Brethren 
of  Oneyde  are  soe  farr  deluded  as  to  receive  the  belt  of  Wampum  hold  corre 
spondence  with  your  and  our  enemy  and  propose  a  meeting  at  Onondage  to  consider 
of  an  answer  to  that  poisonous  belt  all  which  denies  the  covenant  chain  I  doe 
expect  that  you  will  abhor  the  thoughts  of  consenting  thereunto  and  for  a  further 
testimony  of  your  innoeency  in  this  matter  cause  the  old  priest  Milett  with  all 
his  papers  to  be  sent  unto  me  according  to  the  promise  and  agreement  that  our 
peace  and  quiet  and  the  unity  amongst  the  brethren  which  hath  continued  soe 
long,  may  not  now  be  broaken  and  disturbed  by  his  means  but  flourish  while  the 
sun  shines. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  31. 

JOURNAL  OF  MAJOR  DIRCK  WESSEL'S  EMBASSY  TO  ONONDAGA. 


1693,    Aug.    11. 

Then  Canossadoor  the  priests  Muster  forbid  him  to  goe  up,  the  Priest  replyed 
What  would  they  have  of  me  I  have  no  papers  touching  publick  affairs  only  some 
letters  from  my  Ncece  and  other  particular  friends  who  salute  me.  Those  of  any 
concern*-  are  already  gone  to  Albany  I  told  them  there  was  no  letters  come  to  his 
Excellency  only  one  to  Domino  Dellius  wherein  he  is  thanked  for  his  kindness  to 
the  Priest. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  59,  60. 
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SYNOD  OF  XOKTH  HOLLAND,  AT  HAAKLEM. 

1  »;:»:;.  Aug.  H-iM. 
Article  9. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  York,  of  October  IL',  U»«»L>.  siirned 
by  Revs.  Seleins,   Dellius  and  Yarick. 

They  greatly  complain  of  several  things  touching  the  state  of 
the  churches  there,  in  general,  as  well  as  the-  condition  of  them 
selves,  in  particular,  as  is  more  fully  expressed  in  this  letter. 

Also  they  make  request  that  knowledge  be  given  of  this  fact, 
either  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  or  by  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Up 
land,  to  hi>  Royal  Majesty  of  Great  liritain;  also  that  it  might 
be  written  of  in  serious  terms  to  the  Governor  of  New  Kn«j:land, 
(Xew  York),  and  from  the  same  redress  be  asked  in  this  matter; 
so  that  these  brethren  mav  thus  be  helped,  and  placed  hevoiid  the 
need  of  complaining.  Also,  all  three  of  these  brethren  write;  that 
if  they  might  be  called  to  any  other  foreign  churches,  cither  to 
Curacoa,  to  the  (East)  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  and  they  be  informed 
thereof  in  writing,  that  they  would  In-  irlad  to  follow  up  such 
calls.  They  concluded  with  a  salutation. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Rudolphus  Yarick.  written  from 
Long    Island,    in    Xew    Xethcrland,    April    1),    1  <','.»;{. 

He  complains  of  the  indifference  of  his  congregation  about  his 
imprisonment,  about  the  lack  of  salary,  and  tells  of  his  happy 
release.  lie  requests  to  have  another  place. 

He  concludes  with  a  salutation. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from    Xew   York   written   by   Rev.    Henrim- 
Selyns,  dated    May    1,    1 «;'.»;;. 

He  makes  known  that  the  church  there  as  well  as  in  the  neighbor 
ing  localities,  have  been  disturbed  for  some  time  pa-t  by  certain 
distress  ing  incidents.  It  was  now  indeed  brought  to  a  letter  state. 
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arid  enjoyed  peace;  but  lie  still  complains  that  most  of  his  salary 
is  in  arrears,  and,  indeed,  it  seemed  not  possible  to  secure  con 
tributions  and  pay  up  what  was  behind. 

He  gives  further  information  that  a  certain  Gilliam  Burthuld, 
a  cooper  and  Koelmanite,  from  Sluis,  in  Flanders,  has  received 
letters-of-call  from  some  members  of  Acquackanonck,  and  Ilaeken- 
sack,  without  any  ministers ;  accordingly  he  warns  by  letter,  the 
Classis  of  Walcheren,  to  which  the  said  Guilliam  Barthold  thinks 
to  refer  himself,  and  requests  that  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
will  also  please  to  do  its  part  in  this  business,  by  means  of  an 
accompanying  note ;  and  he  expects  a  reply  to  this,  as  well  as  to 
his  former  letters. 

He  concludes  with  salutations. 

Further,  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  also  reports,  that  since 
the  Synod  last  held  (August  1602).  no  more  letters  have  come  to 
it  from  the  (  Fast)  Indies,  nor  any  letters  from  Smyrna,  or  else 
where  in  the  Levant,  nor  from  Muscovy. 

The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  is  thanked  for  its  communica 
tion,  and  the  Rev.  Deputati  Synodi  are  instructed  and  requested 
to  continue  in  their  efforts  as  heretofore  put  forth,  regarding  In 
dian  affairs;  for  which  also  they  ;«ro  thanked.  Also  to  carry 
out  what  further  was  given  them  in  charge  by  the  Messrs.  XVII 
(Fast.  India  Company),  or  by  Counselor  van  Dam;  as  also  to 
memorialize  his  Royal  Majesty  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  churches  of  New  Netherland,  and  to  commend 
them  in  the  most  earnest  manner. 

..MixrTKs  OF  TIIK  CLASSIS  OF  M  ii>i»Ki,i;rR<;,  SEPT.  2,  1603. 
Article  0.  Guillaume  Bertholf,  at  present  Voorleser  in  the  con 
gregation  of  two  towns  in  New  Netherlands,  presented  a  memorial 
signed  by  many  members  of  the  congregation,  requesting  that  they 
might  preserve  him  as  their  ordinary  minister  and  pastor.  It  was 
ccsolved  Unit  the  subject  should  be  acted  on  to-morrow. 


<>F  THK    STATK   OK    N  i:w    YOKK.  I<i7."» 

1603 

September  :;,  !»'.!•:;. 

Article  .">.  (luillaume  Dertholf.  mentioned  under  Article  !>  in 
vcstcrdav's  session,  appeared  and  presented  his  jM-titinn  in  the 
name  of  the  ehiireh  and  congregation  in  New  .Netherlands.  The 
Classis,  taking  into  consideration  the  anxious  desire  of  the  church 
there  for  the  stated  ministry  of  the  word  and  ordinances,  and  their 
peculiar  attachement  to  the  person  of  Mr.  Ilertholf,  and  I.eini:  un- 
willing  to  interpose  any  hindrance,  deem  it  proper  to  admit  him 
to  a  proof  of  his  gifts  and  qualifications.  The  examination  to  be 
conducted  by  the  President,  and  to  he  held  fourteen  days  hence. 

September   hi,    1»'>!»:5. 

Article  S.  Giiillaunie  Bertholf,  according  to  Article  .">  of  the 
Classis  o*rd  of  September,  having  delivered  his  discourse  on  Mat 
thew  xi.  JS,  gave  such  satisfaction  that  he  was  admitted  to  his 
full  examination,  and  in  this  examination  he  exhibited  such  proofs 
of  his  qualifications  that  the  Classis  granted  the  request  of  the 
Churches  of  Ilackensack  and  Aquackenonk  to  obtain  him  as  their 
slated  minister  and  pastor,  and  consequently  approved  the  call 
which  they  have  made  upon  him.  The  ('las-is  then  unanimously 
resolved  to  ordain  him  to  the  work  of  the  ministrv  bv  the  laying 
on  of  hands,  and  to  install  him  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
churches  by  which  he  is  called.  The  ( 'las<is  proceeded  to  this 
service,  when  a  sermon  was  preached  hv  the  adsessor,  Doininus 
Hugo  Futs.  and  the  form  of  ordinary  read  by  the  1'iv-ident.  Dmn. 
Abraham  Duvvelaer.  The  ordination  by  the  laying  on  of  hands 
then  took  place,  when  the  ordained  brother  was  declared  to  be  in 
vested  with  the  pastoral  care  of  the  above  named  churches  to  be 
ruled  accord inir  to  the  order  of  our  ('him-h.  He  then,  with  thi- 
view,  signed  the  usual  formula. 

(JovKU.vni:  r'i.KT«-m-.ic's  ()I-IMN«.  AinntKS!- 

i  »;:>:;.  Sept.  IL'. 

"I    recommended   to   the   former   Assembly   the 

settling  of  an  able  ministry,  that   the  wor-hip  of  (J«'d   may  br  oh- 
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served  among  us,  for  I  find  that  great  and  first  duty  very  much 
neglected.  Let  us  not  forget  that  there  is  a  God  who  made  us, 
who  will  protect  us  if  we  serve  him.  This  has  always  been  the 
first  thing  I  have  recommended,  yet  the  last  in  your  considera 
tion.  I  hope  that  you  are  all  satisfied  of  the  great  necessity  and 
duty  that  lies  upon  you  to  do  this,  as  you  expect  his  blessings  upon 
your  labors  ".  Council  Journal,  42. 

JOURNAL,  OF  ASSEMBLY.     1693. 

1693,  Sept.  13,  page  32. 

The  Committee  for  the  settling  of  a  Ministry,  desired  till  to 
morrow  for  their  report. 

1693,  Sept.  14. 

The  speaker  brought  in  the  bill  for  settling  the  Ministry,  and 
raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  four  counties,  (!N"ew  York. 
Westchester,  Kings  and  Queens.)  It  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

1693,  Sept.  19. 

The  report  of  the  committee  concerning  a  Chapel  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

1693,  Sept.  21,  page  34. 

The  bill  for  the  settling  of  a  Ministry,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed;  and  sent  to  the  Governor  (Fletcher.) 

1693,  Sept.  22,  page  34. 

The  House  refused  to  pass  the  Amendment  suggested  by  the 
Governor. 

MINISTRY  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

1693,,  Sept.  22. 

Ordered,  The  Bill  for  settling  a  ministry,  read  the  third  time. 
The  Bill  for  settling  a  ministry  is  assented  unto  by  the  Gov 
ernor  and  Council  with  this  amendment:     That  in  the  last  sheet 
between  the  lines  3rd  and  4th  be  inserted  —  "  and  presented   to 
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the  Governor  to  lx>  approved  and  collated."  ( )r<l«-n-.l,  William  Pin- 
horne  Esq.,  do  present  the  said  Bill  with  amendment  to  the  Rep 
resentatives  and  desire  their  consent  thereunto  and  that  hi*  do  tell 
them  to  despatch  the  business  before  them,  time  being  precious 
and  a  charge  growing  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Pinhorne  returned  that  he  had  delivered  his  message;  that 
they  made  answer  they  had  no  business  before  them:  they  waited 
his  excellency's  pleasure  and  that  they  would  immediately  despatch 
this  present  Bill,  with  (  out  0  amendment.  Council  .Journal,  -17. 

1003,  Sept.  2 -2. 

The  clerk  of  the  Council  did  acquaint  the  Board  that  the  Rep 
resentatives  had  refused  to  amend  the  Bill  for  settling  a  min 
istry,  etc.,  having  signified  the  same  under  their  Speaker's  hand 
annexed  to  the  Bill,  which  was  brought  up  after  the  Council  was 
adjourned  in  the  forenoon. 

The  Representatives  were  at  once  summoned  into  the  Council 
Chamber. 

His  Excellency  said: 

Gentlemen ; 

There  is  also  a  Bill  for  settling  a  ministry  in  thi-  city  and  SOUH- 
other  counties  of  the  government.      In  that  thing  you  have  shown 
a   great   deal   of   stiffness.      You   take   upon   you   as    if  you    were 
dictators.      1    pent   down   to  y,,u  one  amendment   of  tlm*-  or   t 
words  in  that  Bill,  which,  though  very  immaterial,  yet  was  po: 
tively  denied.     T  must  tell  you  it  seems  very  unmannerly, 
never  was  an   amendment  yet   desired   by  the  Council    Hoard   but 
what  was  rejected.      It  is  the  sign  «»f  a  stiibb.-ni   ill  T.-IIIIHT.  and 
this  have  also  passed.     But,  gentlemen,   I   must  take  leave  t<»  tell 
you,  if  you  seem  to  understand  by  these  words   (calling  the  min 
ister)  that  none  can  serve  without  your  collation  or  establishment, 
you  are  far  mistaken:   for    I    have  the  power  ,.f  collating  or  »u>- 
pendiiur  any  miniver  in  my  government  by  their  Majesties  letter- 
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patents,  and  whilst  I  stay  in  the  government  I  will  take  care  that 
neither  heresy,  sedition,  schism  nor  rebellion  be  preached  amongst 
you,  nor  vice  and  profanity  encouraged.  It  is  my  endeavor  to 
lead  a  virtuous  and  pious  life  and  to  give  you  a  good  example. 
I  wish  you  all  to  do  the  same.  You  ought  to  consider  that  you 
have  but  a  third  share  in  the  legislative  power  of  the  government, 
and  ought  not  to  take  all  upon  you,  nor  be  so  peremptory.  You 
ought  to  let  the  Council  have  a  share.  They  are  in  the  nature  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  or  upper  house;  but  you  seem  to  take  the 
whole  power  in  your  hands,  and  set  up  for  everything.  You  have 
sit  a  long  time  to  little  purpose,  and  have  been  a  great  charge  to 
ihe  country.  Ten  shillings  a  day  is  a  large  allowance,  and  you 
punctually  exact  it.  You  have  been  always  forward  enough  to 
pull  down  the  fees  of  other  ministers  in  the  government.  Why 
did  you  not  think  it  expedient  to  correct  your  own  to  a  more 
moderate  allowance '{  Gentlemen,  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present, 
but  that  you  withdraw  to  your  private  affairs  in  the  country. 
I  do  prorogue  you  to  the  tenth  of  January  next,  and  you  are  hereby 
prorogued  to  the  10th  of  January  next  ensuing.  Council  Journal, 
48. 

THE  MrxisTKY  ACT,   1fi03. 

*'  An  Act  for  Settling  a  .Ministry,  and  Raising  a  Maintenance  for 
them  in  the  City  of  Xew  York,  County  of  Richmond,  West- 
ch ester  and  Queen's  County.  Passed  September  22,  1693. 
(Chapter  33.) 

"  Whereas,  Profaneness  and  Licentiousness  hath  of  late  over 
spread  this  province,  for  want  of  a  settled  Ministry  throughout 
the  same:  to  the  end  the  same  may  be  removed,  and  the  Ordinances 
of  God  duly  administered ; 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  and  Council,  and  Representa 
tives  convened  in  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
same.  That  in  each  of  the  respective  Cities  and  Counties  hereafter 
mentioned  and  expressed,  there  shall  be  called,  inducted,  and  estab- 
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lished,  a  £0od  sufficient  Protestant  Minister,  to  officiate,  and  have 
the  care  of  Souls,  within  one  year  next,  and  after  the  publication 
hereof,  that  is  to  say;  In  the  City  of  N'ew  York,  One;  in  tin- 
county  of  Richmond,  One;  in  the  count v  of  \\Vstchestcr,  T\v<»;  — 
One  to  have  the  care  of  \Yestchester,  Eastchester,  Yonkers,  and 
the  Manor  of  Pelhain  ;  the  other  to  have  the  can-  of  Rye.  Mnm:ire- 
nock,  and  Bedford;  in  Queen's  eoiintv.  Two;  One  1o  have  the  ('are 
of  Jamaica,  and  the  adjacent  Towns  and  Farms;  the  Other  to 
have4  the  Care  of  Ilamstead,  and  the  next  adjacent  Towns  arid 
Farms. 

II.  And  for  their  respective  encouragement,   !>••  it  tit!" her  en 
acted,  hv  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  U».  annually,  and 
once  in  every  year,  in  every  of  the  respective  Cities  and  Counties 
aforesaid,  assessed,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  for  the  Maintenance 
of  each  of  their  respective  Ministers,  the  respective  Sum<  hereafter 
mentioned;  that  is  to  say;  For  ihe  ( 'it.y  and  County  o!    Ne\\-  ^  «.rk. 
One  Hundred  Pounds;  for  the  two  Precincts  of  \\Ystehe.-ter.  On.. 
Hundred    Pounds,  to  each    Fifty    Pounds,  to  he  paid    in   Cmin'ry 
Produce,   at   Money    Price;   for  the  County  of   Richmond,    F-.rty 
Pounds,   in   Country    Produce,   at.   Money    Pric.-:   and    for  the 
Precincts  of  (Queen's  county.  One   Hundred  and  Twenty  Pounds 
to  each  Sixty  Pounds  in  Country  Produce,  ;<t   M-nev  Price. 

III.  And   for  the   more  orderly   Ilai-in.ir  the  respective-   Main:- 
nances  for  the   Ministers  aforesaid,    I);-  it    further  ena.-ted.  hy  tlie 
authority   aforesaid.    That,  the    respective   Justices   of   every    Ci 
and  County  aforesaid,  or  any  Two  ,,!'  them,  .-hall  every  year. 

out  their  warrant.-  to  the  Coii.-tahles.  to  summons  the  Freeholder.- 
of  every  Citv,  County,  i.n.i  Precinct  aforesaid,  together,  on  : 
second  Tuesday  of  .January,  for  the  chusinir  of  Ten  Yr.-trMnen. 
and  two  Church-Warden.,;  and  the  said  Justices  and  Vestrymen, 
or  major  par:  of  them,  are  herebv  emi>o\vered,  within  ten  days  after 
the  said  Day,  or  any  Day  after,  a>  to  them  shall  sii-m  convenient, 
to  lav  a  reasonahle  Tax  .»n  the  -aid  respective  Citii-H,  C,;unt.ies, 
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Parish,  or  Precinct  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Minister  and  Poor 
of  their  respective  Places  ; 

And  if  they  shall  neglect  to  issue  their  Warrants,  so  as  the  elec 
tion  be  not  made  that  day,  they  shall  respectively  forfeit  Five 
Pounds  current  Money  of  this  Province : 

And  in  case  the  said  Freeholders  duly  summoned,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  appear,  or  appearing,  do  not  chuse  the  said  Ten  Vestry- 
men  and  Two  Church-Wardens,  that  then  in  their  Default,  the 
said  Justices  shall,  within  Ten  Days  after  the  said  second  Tuesday, 
or  on  any  Day  after,  as  to  them  shall  seem  convenient,  lay  the  said 
reasonable  Tax,  on  the  said  respective  Places,  for  the  respective 
Maintenances  aforesaid ; 

And  if  the  said  Justices  and  Vestrymen  shall  neglect  their  duty 
herein,  they  shall  respectively  forfeit  Five  Pounds,  current  Money, 
aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
such  of  the  Justices  and  Vestrymen,  that  shall  not  be  present  at 
the  time  appointed,  to  make  the  said  Taxes,  and  therefor  be  con 
victed,  by  a  certificate  under  the  Hands  of  such  as  do  appear,  and 
have  no  sufficient  excuse  for  the  same ;  shall  respectively  forfeit 
Five  Pounds,  current  Money  aforesaid : 

And  a  Roll  of  the  said  Tax  so  made,  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
Hands  of  the  respective  Constables  of  the  said  Cities,  Counties, 
Parishes,  and  Precincts,  with  a  warrant  signed  by  any  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  impowering  him  or  them  to  levy  the  said  Tax ; 

And  upon  refusal,  to  distrain,  and  sell  by  public  Outcry,  and  pay 
the.  same  into  the  Hand  of  the  Church-Wardens,  retaining  to  him 
self  Twelve  Pence  per  Pound,  for  levying  thereof:  And  if  any 
Person  shall  refuse  to  pay  what  he  is  so  assessed,  and  the  said  Con 
stables  do  strain  for  the  same;  all  his  charges  shall  be  paid  him, 
with  such  further  allowance  for  his  Pains,  as  the  said  Justices, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  judge  reasonable; 

And  if  the  said  Justice  or  Justices,  shall  neglect  to  issue  the  said 
\\  arrant,  lie  or  they  respectively  shall  forfeit  Five  Pounds  current 
Money  aforesaid ;  and  if  the  said  Constables,  or  any  of  them  fail 
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of  their  Duty  herein,  they  shall  respectively  forfeit  Five  Pounds 
current  Money  aforesaid. 

And  the  Church-Wardens  so  chosen,  -hall  undertake  the  said 
Office  and  receive  and  keep  a  irood  account  of  the  Monies  or  (Jood- 
levied  l>y  Virtue  of  this  Act,  and  the  same  i>suc  hy  order  f..r  the 
said  Justices  and  Vestrymen  of  the  respective  Cities.  Counties, 
Precincts,  and  Pari-he-  aforesaid,  for  the  Purposes  and  Interests 
aforesaid,  and  not  otherwise:  And  the  Church-Wardens  shall,  as 
often  as  thereunto  required,  yield  and  pive  a  just  and  true  account 
unto  the  Justice?  and  Vestrymen,  of  all  their  receipts  and  dis 
bursements;  And  in  ca-o  the  said  Church-Wardens.  <>r  any  of  them, 
shall  netrlevt.  their  duty  therein,  they  shall  respectively  forfeit  Five 
Pounds,  current  Money  aforesaid,  for  (Very  Refusal. 

V.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the.  said  Church-Wardens,  in  their  respective  precincts  aforesaid, 
shall,  hv  Warrant,  as  aforesaid,  pay  unto  the  respective  Minister.-, 
the  Maintenance  aforesaid,  hy  four  equal  and  quarterly  payments, 
under  the  Penalty  and  Forfeitures,  of  Five  Pounds,  current  Money 
aforesaid,  for  each  Ncirlect,   Refu.-al,  or  Default:  the  one  half  of 
all  which  Forfeitures,  shall  he  disposed  of  to  the  Fse  of  the  Poor, 
in   the   respective   Precincts,   \vhere   the   same  doth   arise,   and   the 
other  half  to  him  or  them  that  shall  prosecute  the  same. 

VI.  Ahvavs  provided,  and  he  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  Author- 
itv  aforesaid,  that  all  and  every  of  the  respective   Ministers,  that 
shall   he  settled   in   the   respective  Cities.   Counties,   and    Precincts 
aforesaid,  shall  he  called  to  officiate  in  their  iv-p.-ctive  Precincts, 
hv    the    respective    Votrvmen.    and    Church-Wardens    nforcsnid.' 
And.    Always    Provided.    That    all    the    former    A'jT.-einrnts.    made 
\vith   Ministers  throughout    this    Province,   shall  continue  and   re 
main  in  their  full   force  and  virtue:  anything  contained   herein  to 
the  contrary  hereof,  in  anv  wise  notwithstanding.    ' 


•  It    wns    li.-n-    that    tin-    <;.,v.    propoH«l    Hint    tils   niii.-n<lim-nt    -Mould    I. 
"And    pr^,.r,...d    t«,    th-   Wovernnr   m    I-   a,.Pr,.v,.d    :.i,.|    <» 
AHS(>nilily   rcj»Tt«'d. 

t  ThlH  last    «.nti-ii<v  nijllin.Ml   t»i-  applL-Mil..!,  of   lh«-  U 
In  the  colony. 
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BLACKSTONE'S  VIEWS  OF  THE  RELATION  OF  ENGLISH  COLONIES 
TO  THE  LAWS  OF  ENGLAND;  ESPECIALLY  AS  TO  RELIGION. 

The  Plantations  in  America  are  in  some  respects  subject  to  the 
laws  of  England.  Colonies  are  held  either  by  simple  occupancy; 
or  by  conquest,  or  cession.  Page  105. 

1.  If  by  discovery  and  occupancy,  then  all  the  existing  laws, 
(the  birthright  of  every  subject),  are  immediately  therein  in  force. 
Yet  this  must  be  understood  with  restrictions.     Those  colonists 
carry  with  them  only  such  laws  as  are  applicable  to  their  situation 
and  the  condition  of  an  infant  colony;  such  as  the  general  rules  of 
inheritance  and  protection,  etc. ;  but  the  artificial  refinements  and 
distinction?  incident  to  the  property  of  a  great  and  commercial 
people;  the  laws  of  police  and  revenue;  the  mode  of  maintenance 
for  the  established  clergy,  the  jurisdiction  of  spiritual  courts,  etc., 
are  not  necessary  or  convenient,  and  are,  therefore,  not  in  force. 

Their  own  Provincial  Assembly  decides  how  much  of  these 
things  shall  bo  admitted,  etc.  Introduction,  4. 

2.  But  in  conquered  or  ceded  countries,  having  laws  of  their 
own. — •  these  remain  until  actually  repealed. 

Our  American  Plantations  are  principally  of  the  latter  —  con 
quered  or  ceded. 

Hence  the  common  law  of  England  has  no  allowance  or  author 
ity  there:  they  being  no  part  of  the  Mother  Country,  but  distinct, 
though  dependent  dominions.  They  are  not  bound  by  Acts  of  Par 
liament,  unless  they  arc  specially  named. 

Also  only  so  much  as  was  conformable  to  their  principles.  They 
exhibited  in  a  remarkable  manner  tho  ascendency  of  moral  and 
religious  principles,  and  were  deeply  imbued  with  notions  of  the 
right  of  men  to  live  under  governments  of  their  own  choice. 

Nonconformity  is  ;i  matter  or  private  conscience.  English  laws 
have  shown  a  just  and  Christian  indulgence.  Persecution  cannot 
be  justified,  iv.  4,  52. 

Nonconformists.  Some  are  irreligious;  others  offend  as  a  mat 
ter  of  conscience: — dissenters. 
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The  penalties  for  iion-conforniitv  were  su-pended. 

The  Kingdom  of  England,  over  which  our  municipal  laws  have 
jurisdiction,  includes  not.  by  the  common  law,  any  other  part  of 
the  Kind's  dominion  except  Knghmd.  Hlackstone,  ^'2. 

Our  colonies  are  properly  of  three  sorts:      I5lack>tone.   !<•>. 

1.  Provincial  Establishments.  Their  constitutions  depend  on 
the  Commissions  and  Instructions  (of  the  ( lovernor-.  )  I'mvin- 
cial  Assemblies  are  constituted  with  power  of  making  laws  and  not 
repugnant  to  flie  laws  of  England.  (  X.  Y.,  X.  .1..  Ya..  Car.  \-  (la.) 

1^.  Proprietary  Government  granted  bv  the  Crown  to  individ 
uals;  Feudatory  Principalities,  with  all  the  .-subordinate  regalitius 
and  subordinate  powers  of  legislation  which  formerlv  belonged  to 
the  owners  of  counties  palatine. 

Must  pursue  the-  ends  contemplated  and  do  nothing  contrary  to 
the  King. 

0.  ('barter  Governments,  which  were  of  the  nature  of  Civil  Cor 
porations:  could  make  by-la\vs  not  contrary  to  the  law-  of  England; 
and   with  such  rights  as  are  given   in   their  Charters.      Governors 
appointed  hv  the  Kinir.      Courts:  with  appeal-  to  the  King:   A-- 
semblicp,  etc. 

(Were  they  mere  Civil  Corporations,  and  not,  rather,  great  po 
litical  establishments,  possessing  powers  of  government  and  rights 
of  sovereignty?  While  depending  on  England,  did  they  n<»t  yet 
posses?  powers  of  legislation  and  taxation  (  \ 

The  territorv  of  Knj_rland  i-  liable  to  t\\o  divisions:  Civil  and 
Ecclesiastical,  etc. 

1.  The    Kech-iastiral  :    Two  gn-;it    divi-ions-   -  Canterhury   and 
York. 

A  province  is  the  circuit  of  an  Archbishop's  jurisdiction.  A 
province  i-  divided  int..  Diocese-  or  SITS  of  SutTragan  l»i-hops. 
Canterhurv  has  twentv  such  I  HOC.  -es,  and  York  has  three. 

"  Parishes.-"  at.  tir-t,   meant    tii»-  -:une  a-  -rse  "   now 

trod  net  ion,  se<'tion    1. 

A  "  Province"  ha?-  an  Archbishop. 
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Dioceses  have  Suffragan  Bishops. 

Archdeaneries. 

Rural  Deaneries. 

Parishes.      Each  Parish  lias  one  Vicar,  Parson  or  Minister. 

Xew  York  until  1685  was  a  Proprietary  Government;  after  the 
accession  of  James  II.,  it  became  a  Provincial  Establishment. 

PETITION   OF  THE   DUTCH  AND   OTHER   FOREIGN   CHURCHES   OF 
ENGLAND  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.     1696. 

Abstract. 

'They  ask  for  an  ordinance  of  Parliament  giving  them  liberty  in 
their  religion  and  discipline  as  practised  in  their  own  National 
Churches,  and  as  granted  to  them  by  Edward  VI.  in  their  Charter, 
and  continued  by  favour  of  Elizabeth,  James  and  Charles.  They 
ask  for  liberty  to  choose  and  ordain  their  own  ministers,  etc. ; 
that  they  may  maintain  their  own  discipline;  and  that  all  foreign 
churches  must  belong  to  their  own  National  Synod  in  England. 

Arguments  are  then  given  especially  for  the  last  item.  Such 
Foreign  Churches,  if  entirely  independent,  might  be  dangerous 
to  the  State;  prejudicial  to  other  Foreign  Churches.  This  is  sus 
tained  by  elaborate  argumentation. 

Document  2700,  in  the  Archives  of  Dutch  Church  of  Austin 
Friars,  London.  Pages  1903-5. 

The  same  day  a  Report  was  made  by  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  which  the  first  and  second  items  were  granted.  Doc. 
2701,  page  1905. 

The  substance  of  this  appears  in  a  Statement  made  in  1646, 
herewith  given : 

Statement  concerning  the-  Privileges  of  the  Foreign  Churches  in 
England,  April  9  (X.  S.)   1646. 

"  To  the  Forrein  Churches  hath  bene  granted  The  free  exercise 
of  the  Reformed  Religion,  in  their  owne  language,  with  their 
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Ecclesiasticall  Discipline,  ami  with  such  proper  and  peculiar  rites 
and  ceremonies  as  arc  practised  in  the  Reformed  Churches  of  their 
respective  nations  beyond  the  sea:  with  a  command  to  all  officers, 
as  well  Ecclesiastical!  as  civill,  to  permitt  them  without  molesta 
tion  in  their  exercises,  although  they  differ  from  the  rites  and  cere 
monies  used  in  the  Church  of  England. —  Free  liberty  and  power 
to  choose  ordaine  and  appoint  .Ministers  Klders  and  Deacons  or 
other  officers,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  their  Ministers,  ami 
other  officers,  and  to  substitute  new  in  case  of  vacancies. —  To  have 
their  Ecclesiasticall  meetings  in  Con&istorie,  Coetus,  Ciassis,  Col- 
loque,  or  Synod;  and  to  make  orders  and  rules  therein  for  the 
better  government  of  themselves  and  their  ( 'hurches.  And  to  use. 
their  own  manner  of  Administration,  Formes  of  Prayer,  Reading, 
Preaching,  Sacraments,  Fasting,  Singing  of  Psalmo,  Thanksgiv 
ing,  Catechizing,  Solemnizing  of  Mariage,  and  other  Ecclesiasticall 
exercises. —  That  none  of  the  members  of  the  Forrein  Churches 
being  under  censure  for  any  offence  may  be  received  as  a  member 
of  any  other  Church  without  a  Certificate  from  that  Church 
whereof  he  was  a  member. —  Die  Sabbathi,  :M  January,  I'll:.'. 

Jo.   Drown,  ( 'lei\ 

Doc.  L;848  in  Archives  of  London  Dutch  Church.  Vol.  iii., 
Part  Second,  pages  L'<H1,  iMUJ. 

ACTS  OF  TUK  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTKUDAM. 
Letter  from   Rev.  Selyns. 

l»;(.);;,  <  ).-t.  :.th. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  Selyns,  from  Kingstown,  (  New 
York)  dated  .January  .'JiMh,  l«->!»:;,  containing  a  request  t*.  the  Ilrv. 
Cla-'sis  of  Amsterdam,  to  call  a  pioii<  and  orthodox  miniver  in  tin- 
place  of  Laurence  van  den  liosch,  who  was  deposed  ,,n  account  of 
his  unedifvinir  life,  and  who  has  run  away.  They  want  him  to  lw 
sent  over  for  the  service  of  the  Dutch  <  onirrcirat ion  at  King-town, 
at  a  salarv  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pound-  to  IM-  paid  in  cash. 
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They  send  for  that  purpose  a  formal  call,  which  completely  in 
cludes  all  its  members,  (a  unanimous  call).  The  Assembly  re 
solved  to  postpone  this  matter,  until  Lovinus  van  Schaik,  who  is 
at  present  in  London,  and  who  will  have  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Classis  and  the  call,  shall  have  returned  home  again,  viii.  100; 
xix.  249. 

GOVERNOR  FLETCHER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE. 

KiW.  Oct.  <). 
May  it  please  your  Lordship*. 

Our  Indians  upbraid  Our  neighbouring  Colonies  with  Sloath  and  Cowardice,  the 
first  nation  of  our  Indians  called  Mohaques  are  mostly  destroyed  by  the  War,  some 
of  them  run  over  to  Canada,  a  French  Jesuit  (Milett)  who  has  been  many  years  a 
Prisoner  amongst  the  Oneyds,  hath  gott  such  Interest  with  that  Nation  and  the 
other  three,  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  him  though  I  have> 
profferred  a  Sum  of  money  and  an  Indian  Boy  in  Exchange  for  him,  and  promised 
not  to  hurt  his  Person  that  Jesuits  turning  doth  much  harm  to  our  Indians.  I  am 
resolved  to  remove  him  if  possible. 


I  have  gott  them  to  settle  a  fund  for  a  Ministry  in  the  City  of  New  York  and 
three  more  Countys  which  could  never  be  obtained  before,  being  a  mixt  People  and 
of  different  Perswasions  in  Religion. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  55,  57. 


[Docs  he  imply  by  this,  that  the  Assembly  had  established  the 
English  Church  ?] 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

R<-v.  Rudolphus  van  Yarick  to  a  friend  in  Amsterdam. 

October  13,  1693. 
Dear  Sir  and  Honored  Brother: — 

T  have  had  no  letter  from  you  for  a  long  time,  and  you  will  say 
the  same  of  me.  Who  is  at  fault  remains  undetermined;  adhuc 
snl)  judicc  lis  est.  I  willingly  acknowledge  my  usual  careless 
ness,  hut  I  cannot  praise  your  prodigality  in  writing:  Praestat 
prevenire,  miam  proven iri.  However,  I  have  been  glad  to  hear 
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from  friends  conung  over  of  the  good  condition  of  your  family. 
Blessed  be  God,  \ve  also,  with  our  four  children,  are  still  well  in 
body.  If  we  came  to  your  neighborhood  for  an  hour.  a>  vou  did 
to  ours  three  several  times,  and  never  called  on  you,  v«m  would 
have  reason  to  he  displeased.  \\Y  are  still  living  in  a  disturbed 
congregation,  but  it  is  no  longer  so  violent  as  formerly:  and  al 
though  my  hearers  have  not  decreax-d  —  latelv  1  had  one  hundred 
and  fifty  four  communicants  —  still  a  great  manv  deseri  tho 
church  and  my  salary  is  in  arrears  about  three  hundred  pounds. 

\\  e  have  received  an  answer  to  our  united  letter  to  the  ( 'lassis 
of  the  ll'th  of  October  Idl'lJ.  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that.  vou  re 
ceived  a  copy  ot  the  >ame  from  our  Rev.  colleague,  Selvn-. 

1  wrote  a  second  letter  in  April  i  see  letter  of  April  i»,  1  •'•'.'.'>  I. 
which  I  sent  by  the  hrigantine  of  Mr.  Phillip/.,  which  \<->el,  wo 
have  heard,  arrived  safely  in  Kngland.  The  following  is  an  ex 
tract  iroin  said  letter.  After  \vritinir  therein  about  >ome  matters 
in  general,  too  long  to  be  repeated  here.  1  added  the  ndlnwini: 
about  the  late  Revolution  in  America.  (This  pas.-ap-  is  omitted 
here,  as  it  is  identical  with  the  loiii:  account  in  the  letter  <>f  April 
0,  1  •>!!.'$.  beginning  with  "  I  \va>  in  jirison  almut  live  m<mth>,"  and 
ending  with"  I  cannot  sutlicicntly  praise  the  kindness  of  the  I  >utch 
and  Ki)Lrlish  authorities  of  this  Province  in  trying  to  rocue  iiii» 
from  mv  troubles."  ) 

This  is  the  most  of  what  I  wrote  to  the  Rev.  ( 'lassis  and  to 
which  I  await  the  answer.  I  added  something  aboil!  the  church  on 
the  South  River,  too  lonur  to  be  copied. 

You  have  undoubtedly  heard  the  news  from  Kurope.  It  i-  com 
mon  report  that  our  King  ha>  fought  a  successful  battle  against 
the  French,  as  well  as  Prince  William  of  P.adeii  and  the  Savoyard 
on  his  side  ;  t  hat  the  KmpenT  has  Lri^'en  the  Turk-  «nne  hard  blow*. 
I>ut  all  this  reipiires  continuation  and  we  must  wait  for  another 
mail. 

One  Maiietje  I'lrichs  if  1  rememlM-r  rightly,  the  wife  of  .Ian 
Tvmense,  has  been  much  scandalized  by  an  ignorant  Papist.  She 
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requests,  that  yon  will  please  to  give  her  a  certificate  as  to  her 
good  behavior. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add.  I  pray  that  the  blessing  of  the 
All-High  may  descend  upon  you,  your  family,  and  your  labors. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant  and  colleague  in  Christ, 

Rudolphus  van  Varick. 

Midwout, 

the  13th  of  October  1693. 

P.  S.  My  wife  and  family  send  their  hearty  greetings  to 
Madame,  your  dear  wife. 

Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  November 
1st  1603.  Extracts,  xxi.  348;  Mints.  Syn.  X.  Holland,  1694, 
Art.  8.  There  is  another  translation  by  Dr.  T.  De  Witt. 

Reverend  Gentlemen : — 

With  great  joy  and  satisfaction,  we  have  read  your  obliging 
letter  of  April  20th  of  this  year,  (1693),  conjointly  to  the  brethren 
Selyns,  Varick.  and  myself,  in  answer  to  ours  of  October  12, 
(1692).  It  was  a  great  consolation  to  us,  that  we  could  pour  out 
our  complaints  into  the  bosoms  of  your  Reverences;  but  it  is  doubly 
pleasant,  to  learn  that  yon  have  received  them  with  such  fraternal 
tenderness.  You  recommend  to  us  to  try  again  to  quiet  alienated 
hearts;  to  seek  again  to  win  them;  to  endure  suffering,  and  in  love 
to  forgive.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  I  have  so  great  veneration  for  the 
Rev.  Classis,  that  T  receive  these  words  of  exhortation  with  pro 
found  respect,  and  owe  you,  indeed,  my  gratitude.  I  have  em 
ployed  such  measures  as  these  in  my  church,  and  have  found  that 
it  was  better  again  to  embrace  each  other  in  love  and  peace. 

The  Brethren,  Selyns  and  Yarick,  have  also,  with  their  usual 
wisdom  and  prudence,  done  everything  to  this  end  in  their  church. 
They  have  overlooked  whatever  was  possible.  T  dare  say  they  have 
overlooked  even  more  than  could  be  believed;  yea,  more  than 
would  be  permitted  in  a  state-church,  without  prejudice  to  the  dig- 
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nity  of  their  officers  and  the  rights  of  the  church;  tliev  have  gone 
even  to  the  breaking  down  of  the  Church-Order,  (tlie  Constitu 
tion.)     But  \ve  had  to  yield  something  to  tlie  viojenee  of  the  times; 
and  except,  that  \ve  prefer  to  see  some  one  else  err  in  rharitv.  we 
have  put  in  practice  this  moral,  "  Tlie  endurance  of  a  smaller  evil, 
to  avoid  a  greater,  partakes  something  of  the  nature  <>f  virtue", 
That  I  have  succeeded  hettcr  in  mv  church,  than  thev  have  done, 
is  only  hecause  I  had  to  deal  with  more  peaceahle  people,  and  they 
with  more  opinionated  ones.     Nothing  grieves  me  more  than  the 
daily  decay  of  my  churches  hy  the  constant  removal  of  inhabitants, 
both  rich  and  poor.     This  is  caused  not  only  by  the  failure  of  trade 
of  the  place,  but  also  by  the  ruin  brought  on  hv  the  war,  and  the 
fear  of  the  cruelties  of  the  barbarians  in  war.     Of  this  we  have  had 
distressing  experiences  several  rimes,  and  new  lately  again,  within 
ten  or  twelve  days,  we  have  seen  people  killed,  or  scalped  while  yet. 
alive.     Domine  Selvns  and  V  a  rick  will  be  compelled,  <>n  account 
of  the  evil  spirit  in  their  congregations,  to  lay  down  their  respec 
tive  office's,  and  remove  or  return  home.      1   will  also  be  obliged  to 
return,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  my  church,   which  decline.- 
from  day  to  dav,  and  will  become  more  unable  to  pay  me  my  sal 
ary.     Yet  heaven  will  take  care  of  everything,  and  repair  the  evils 
wrought  bv  the  war,  bv  doubling  its  blessings. 

In  the  meantime  Ucv.  (leiitlemen.  the  work  of  converting  tin- 
heathen  continues  to  prosper  under  (Jod's  gracious  blessings  on  m\ 
lal>ors.  Sixteen  have  been  accepted  a-  members,  and  have  taken 
communion  with  the  congregation.  I  have  no\v  translated  into 
the  Indian  language  several  prayers,  the  Ten  Commandments,  tin- 
Confession  of  Faith,  ami  ei^ht  or  t«-n  P-alms.  The-e  are  set  to 
our  notes,  and  thev  sing  them  with  -weet  melody.  I  s«-nt  copies  "t 
all  these,  and  also  the  trail-dated  formulas  of  Haplism  and  Com 
munion,  to  your  Reverences  on  May  1,  ir.'.'L' :  but  I  could  not  tell 
from  your  letter,  whether  you  had  received  them  or  not  ;  ,,r  whether 
vou  received  mv  other  letter-.  «.f  February  17,  1  •'>'.»!.  from  Boston. 
whither  I  had  tied.  This  also  enclose.l  the  letter  of  the  (  oi.sistory 
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of  Xew  Albany,  dated  July  31,  1690;  and  one  from  Esopus, 
dated  August  30,  1090;  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  ".Mr.  Van 
Siiylcstcyn  ;  and  an  address  from  the  French  Protestants  of  New 
York,  to  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the  subject  of 
the  subversion  of  the  government,  and  what  has  happened  to  ns 
personally,  and  as  ministers.  I  would  send  copies  of  all  these,  but 
dare  not  beg  your  Reverences  to  read  the  story  of  all  these  factious 
events.  As  to  the  proceedings  with  the  (Indian)  converts,  I  hope 
to  find  some  opportunity  to  send  you  these  by  a  safe  hand. 

Reverend  Gentlemen,  this  is  all  that  I  have  to  write  about  my 
church,  and  the  conversions  from  among  the  heathen.  I  further 
refer  yon  to  my  letter  of  July  :>r>th  (or  15  ?).  In  the  meantime, 
in  whatever  way  Heaven  may  direct  the  entangled  and  confused 
affairs  of  this  country,  I  shall  follow  its  leadings.  A  good  con 
science  is  my  greatest  treasure.  Furthermore,  I  pray  the  Almighty 
to  pour  out  his  blessings  upon  you  and  your  services,  and  to  heal 
the  breaches  of  Zion  in  America.  I  remain,  Reverend  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Godfridus  Dellius. 

ACTS  oy  THE  DEPUTIES. 

Letters  from  Kingston. 

1693,  Xov.  17th. 

Several  letters  were  read  from  several  different  regions.  First, 
a  letter  from  Kingston,  dated  June  30,  1093,  signed  by  the  elders 
and  deacons  there.  They  request  that  a  minister  may  be  sent 
ihern  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds,  current  money,  as  designated  by  them.  Their 
request  and  offer  arc  fortified  by  several  approving  testimonials, 
signed  by  the  respective  ministers  of  Xew  Xetherland. 

Discussion  having  taken  place  thereon,  it  was  resolved  to  give 
notice  of  this  (desire  of  the  church  of  Kingston)  at  the  next  ensuing 
meeting  of  the  Classis.  xxi.  341. 
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Correspondence  from  America.  Revs.  Henry  Selyns  and  Rudol- 
phus  Yarick  to  the  Claris  of  Amsterdam.  Nov.  L'Uth  1C'J3. 
Extract  xx i.  ;M«). 

Rev.  Gentlemen  ami   IJivtiiren  in  Christ: — 

It  has  not  a  little  encouraged  us  in  our  labors,  to  lx-  visited  onco 
again,  after  these  days  of  unendurable  troubles,  with  your  letters 
of  sympathy.  As  our  churches  are  oiTshoots  from  yours,  your  let 
ters  would  have  given  us  greater  strength,  if  they  had  come  a  little 
earlier.  We  are,  nevertheless,  grateful,  that  your  Reverences  have 
now  remembered  us,  and  have  written  to  us,  as  well  as  to  our  Con 
sistories.  We  have  handed  to  our  Consistories  your  letters  to  them. 
But  \ve  could  not  deliver  the  one  sent  to  Domine  Dcllius,  as  his 
plaee  was  just  then  supplied  by  friends. 

The  arrearages  of  our  salaries  have  become  very  large,  and  are 
paid  in  equally  large  promises.  We  are  trying,  however,  to  got 
our  salaries  on  a  better  footing  by  the  help  of  their  Rnval  Majesties 
of  Great  Britain,  (William  and  Mary).  \\Y  hope,  at  least,  that 
our  Consistories  will  be  written  to  bv  their  orders.  This  would 
be  the  proper  way  to  help  the  church  of  God,  and  encourage  her 
ministers.  We  wrote  to  you  fuller  particulars  alnmt  the  middle 
of  last  summer,  and  refer  you  to  those  letters,  as  well  as  the  present 
enclosed  letter  of  Domine  Dollius.  Domine  Daille,  the  French 
minister,  is  called  to  Boston,  and  is  iroiutr  there.  Domine  IVrrot 
will  therefore  take  charge  of  the  French  service-;  Inith  in  the  city 
and  the  country. 

If  your  Reverences  have  anv  duplicate  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  Synod  of  ".North  Holland,  covering  a  few  year-  back,  you 
would  great Iv  please  us,  and  do  us  a  special  favor,  by  Bending 
them  to  us,  for  we  have  no  news,  (lit.  are  blind)  about  our  Father 
land  and  its  churches.  About  three  years  ago  Domino  Selyns,  who 
is  ever  watchful  for  the  best  interests  of  God's  Church,  ordered 
from  Boston  and  -cut  to  your  Reverences,  a  copy  of  an  Indian 
69 
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Bible,  (Eliot's  Indian  Bible.)*  This  shows  us  that  God  is  not 
bound  to  certain  languages,  but  speaks  (his  Gospel)  even  in  the 
tongues  of  Indians.  But  perhaps  this  copy  was  detained  by  the 
authorities  here,  in  the  recent  Revolution,  or  it  may  have  been 
taken  by  the  French,  and  thus  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Jesuits. 
We  would  like  to  write  more,  but  are  prevented  from  doing  so. 
In  closing  we  ask  that  you  please  to  remember  us  in  your  prayers 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Classis.  We  commend  you  in  all  things  to 
the  Lord.  Valete. 

Your  humble  and  willing  servants, 

Ilenricus  Selyns. 

Rudolphus  Yarick. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

The  Call  to  Kingston. 

1693,  Dec.  8th. 

Regarding  the  case  of  Kingston  in  Xew  England,  (whereof 
see  previous  Acts,)  the  same  remains  still  recommended  to  the 
Deputies  on  foreign  churches  for  the  present.  They  will  place 
the  matter  again,  whenever  they  deem  it  timely,  upon  the  table 
of  Classis.  viii.  193;  vol.  19,  250. 

REBUILDING  THE  CHAPEL  ix  THE  EORT. 

Kings  Chapel,  New  York.     In  Fort. 
Council  Journal. 

1693,  Dec.  12. 

Gov.  Fletcher's  Address  to  the  Assembly. 

There   is  likewise  King's   Chapel   in  the  Fort, 

which,  being  ready  to  fall  down  to  the  danger  of  many  lives,  I 
thought  it  convenient  to  pull  it  down,  and  if  you  will  give  somc- 

*  Information  was  sought  about  this  Indian  Bible  of  Eliot,  while  the  writer  was 
in  Holland.  1897-K,  at  the  University  of  Amsterdam.  He  was  informed  that  there 
was  an  Indian  Bible  In  the  Library  at  Middleburg.  but  circumstances  did  not 
permit  him  to  visit  that  place.  E.  T.  Corwin. 
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thing  towards  the  rebuilding  of  it,  we  will  all  join  in  so  good  a 
work.  If  his  Majesty  were  not  engaged  in  an  extensive  war.  I 
should  not  doubt  to  have  orders  t«>  rebuild  it  at  his  own  charge. 
I  leave  these  things  before  you  for  your  consideration,  which  con 
sists  of  but  three  heads;  Your  duty  to  (iod  ;  your  lovalty  and  afTrr- 
tion  to  the  best,  of  Kings;  and  your  own  safety  and  defence,  li*. 

lO'.M,   Oct.    20. 

His  Excellency  ordered  his  Majesty's  letter  concerning  the  re 
building  of  the  Chapel  in  the  Fort  to  be  read,  and  desired  tin- 
opinion  of  the  Board. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Assembly  forthwith,  and  that  they  be  desired  to  provide  for 
the  rebuilding  the  Chapel  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  let 
ter.  Ordered,  William  Nicoll  Esq.  do  carry  the  said  letter  and 
desire  the  answer  of  the  Assembly  in  writing  to  be  returned  with 
the  letter.  05. 

101)4,  Oct.   L>i>. 

The  vote  of  the  Assembly  concerning  the  rebuilding  of  the 
ChajK'l  in  their  Majesty's  fort  being  read,  it  is  the  result  of  this 
Board,  that  the  message  sent  on  Saturday  last  with  his  Majesty's 
letter,  was  not  to  entreat  the  advice  of  the  Assembly  in  what  method 
his  Excellency  should  proceed  in  effecting  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
but  to  know  of  the  Assembly  what  they  will  contribute  in  pur 
suance  of  that  letter,  towards  s<»  good  a  work  by  establishing  some 
fund  for  that  purpose;  it  being  the  opinion  of  this  Hoard  that  tin- 
most  loyal  and  proper  way  for  all  their  Majesty's  subjects  freely 
to  contribute,  is  by  Act  of  Assembly.  0.x 

And  that  his  Excellency  will  please  to  let  them  know  the  same, 
and  desire  their  plain  answer  thereupon;  which  is  ordered  a<- 
cordinglv,  and  that  Col.  Stephen  (Wtlandt  and  William  Pinhorne 
carry  down  this  message  to  the  Assembly.  0(5. 
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CHURCH  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Statement  of  Arrears  of  Rev.  Selyns'  salary.     1682-1694. 
Statement  of  Arrears  to  Domine  Selyns,  delivered  by  Jan  Mon- 
tagne  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  Feb.  14,  1695. 

Deficiency  in  the  expenses  of  coming  over, 

which  they  had  promised  to  pay,  f  .157 . 10 

Deficiencies  for  journeys  (Dates  given)  1821.   4.10 


Total  1978.14.10 

Credit,  paid  by  P.  J.  Marius  35.10. 


Balance,  debt  owing  to  Selyns  1943.04.10 

This  was  equal  to  £242.19.4  1/2 

[f.  above,  stands  for  florin,  equal  to  a  guilder;  or  40  cents.] 

This  matter  is  further  treated  of  in  the  year  1741,  in  the  other 
Consistory's  "  Acte  Book  ",  pages  95-97.  Lib.  A.  84. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  VESTRY. 

1694.     First  Election  under  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693. 
[Tn  accordance  with  Slate-Church  ideas,  the  Wardens  and  Ves 
trymen  elected  under  the  Ministry  Act  were,  at  first,  a  Civil  Body. 
The  law  said  they  were  to  bo  chosen  by  the  freeholders.] 

First  City  Vestry  chosen:    (Names  of  Episcopalians  in  italic* ). 

1694,  Jan.  9. 

Church  Wardens:  Nicholas  Bayard  and  John  Kerfbyl.  Ves 
trymen:  Robert  Dakin,  Robert  Walters,  William  Jackson,  Jere 
miah  Tothill,  John  Croolce,  John  Spratt,  Isaac  Van  Flack,  Mat 
thew  Clarkson,  Isaac  De  Riemer,  John  De  Pcystcr. 
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REVEREND  MR.  DKM.ITS  TO  (iovi-:i:.\oi:   IM.ETCIIKR. 

1G1M.  Jan.    1'J. 
Sir. 

On  the  30th  of  December  last  came  here  a  writing  from  the  Jesuit  Millet,  the 
contents  was  an  explanation  of  the  three  belts  ..f  pence  which  the  Indian  MCH- 
sengers  should  bring  to  the  Governor  of  Canada.  I  have  coppyed  said  \vrlt ring  from 
wo  i-d  to  word,  and  gave  c-oppy  to  Col.  lugoldsby  to  be  sent  to  yi.ur  Excellency. 
The  orlglnall  together  with  a  Translate  made  by  myselfe,  Major  Sehnyler  took* 
with  him  to  Onoutage.  I  do  tind  some  words  to  be  doubtfull  in  those  two  or  three 
lines  which  do  begin,  J'ay  resolu  de  m'exposer,  etc.  With  your  Excellency's  lenve 
I  suppose  the  same  to  be,  That  he  had  hazarded  hlmselfe  ns  being  more  willing  to 
•  lye,  or  to  be  throwne  Into  the  Kittle,  then  to  live  longer  in  the  Indian  Country 
where  Honontonchionul  gives  the  Goost,  Iloiiontonchionnl  I  think  do's  signify  a» 
much  as  Konossioni,  which  Is  the  whole  howse,  or  all  the  Indians  together;  — 

Sir  I  have  not  answered  the  Jesnite  iippon  the  letter,  which  I  sent  to  your 
Excellency  because  I  saw  no  occasion  for  it;  I  heare  that  Major  Sehuyler  IH  com 
ing  back  and  will  be  here  this  day  or  the  next  heeause  of  the  rumor  that  the 
Trench  are  coming  against  us  or  Onontage.  What  truth  in  that  tidings  Is.  time 
will  tell  us.  if  they  do  attack  us  I  hope  Cod  will  blesse  our  arrnes,  In  whose-, 
Omnipotent  protection  by  my  prayers  I  do  recommend  y->ur  Excellency,  and 

remaine, 

Sir, 

Your   Excellency's 

Most   humble  and  dutyfull  servant. 

DellluH. 
—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.  iv,  78,  7W. 

A    true   Copy, 

iSlgned)         David   Jamison, 

Cl.  Concllll. 

Endorsed,  Copy. 

Mr.   Dellius,  Minister  at  Albany, 

his   letter   to    bin    Excellency,    Hen.    Fletcher,    etc. 
No.  It. 
H  .   G. 

r  .  i'j. 

I  \TERPRETATION    OF    TlIKEE    P>EI.TS    Si-INT    HY    THE    FlVE     \ATIONS 

TO  THE  (JoVEKNOR  o  !•'  CANADA. 

10M? 


Rev.   G.   DellluH   to   Father   Dablon. 

The  Iroquols  were  desirous  that  I  should  open  the  letter  which  the  Minister  of 
Albany  wrote  to  the  Reverend  Father  D'Ablon.  but  as  It  Is  sealed  I  said,  we  were 
forbidden  so  to  do,  but  that  I  should  request  the  Reverend  Father  D'Ablon  to 
communicate  Its  e,,ntents  to  us,  and  that  T  should,  then,  read  It  to  the  Iroquola. 

A    true  copy, 

(Slgnedi         M.   ClarkHon.   Secretary. 
--  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    1\.    T'J,    80. 

DAY   OF   THANKSGIVING,    FASTING    AND    Pi: 

LENCY,  UKX.IAMIN  IM.ETCIIEI:,  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK 

Benjamin    Fletcher,    (Jovonmr    of 
County  of  Xcw  Castle  nr.«l  territories  tlirrr-.M  .I.-|M-iMlin^.  etc. 

Since   it   luis   ]>lease(l    Aliniiility   C<..1  p-aci.,usly   t-»   j>n-s,-rve   the 
person  of  his  Pu.yal   Majesty,   Kin-  William,  in  the  last  battle  on 
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land,  wherein  it  pleased  his  Majesty  in  his  own  (over?)  flowing 
courage  and  greatness  of  spirit,  to  place  his  most  precious  life  in 
great  danger,  for  the  safety  of  the  Protestant  Religion,  and  the 
common  freedom  of  our  Christendom,  etc.,  etc. ;  and  his  safe  re 
turn  to  England  is  a  matter  of  joy,  etc. ;  therefore  Thursday,  Jan- 
nary  18,  1693,  is  appointed  a  day  of  Thanksgiving,  and  Prayer. 
Lib.  A.  77. 

Another  day  of  Fasting  appointed,  on  March  16,  1693,  by  Gov 
ernor  Fletcher,  on  account  of  the  heavy  burdens  and  trials  which 
England  was  suffering.  Lib.  A.  77. 

REVEREND  FATTIER  MILET  TO  THE  REVEREXD  MR.  DELLIUS. 

OnneiSt  ye  31  of  Jan.   1094. 
Sir:     The  peace  of  Christ. 

It  is  with  some  averseness  I  write  because  I  have  not  received  an  answer  to  that 
which  I  writt  to  you  by  Oaunouroxas  d' Annie,  which  was  of  consequence. 

My  Brothers  Bauuasitoron  and  Tarsha  makes  me  take  the  pen  in  my  hand  again, 
to  know  what  has  bin  the  occasion  of  severall  false  reports  and  ill  discourses 
which  dishonours  the  Agoiandres  Iroquois. 

They  called  me  to  Onnoutage  where  they  were  assembled,  and  made  me  write  in 
full  councill,  where  I  desired  the  Armourer  and  Smith  of  Ounoutage  might  assist, 
after  I  had  given  the  papers  to  Bagsantara,  he  asked  my  leave  to  send  it  to  Albany. 
I  told  him  I  had  made  him  Master  of  it  by  putting  it  into  his  hands,  and  that  it 
was  his  writeiug,  or  the  resolution  of  the  whole  couuciil  rather  then  mine,  because 
there  was  one  article  in  the  explication  of  the  first  Belt  I  did  not  approve  of,  and 
which  was  against  the  true  Christian  manner  of  speaking,  or  of  children  well 
instructed  according  to  the  order  of  God. 

Bagsoutara  had  ordered  the  Messenger  to  bring  back  the  said  paper,  and  to  make 
three,  so  that  they  might  desire  the  Minister  of  Albany  to  inform  us  in  French  or 
Iroyuois  what  they  could  dislike  that  it  may  be  corrected  in  the  Couuciil  if  it 
should  seem  convenient,  because  they  endeavour  to  doe  things  soe  well,  that  they 
may  not  be  reproached.  Wee  are  seen  from  Heaven,  and  from  farr  upon  Earth. 

The  Messenger  in  goeiug  by  said  that  Mr.  Schuyler  was  bringing  the  paper  and 
letters  not  only  from  Mousr.  the  Minister  but  alsoe  from  Bouando  ail  this  proved 
false.  They  make  me  write  this  letter  to  know  what  there  is  of  truth,  and  what 
has  been  disliked  in  the  explication  of  the  three  Belts  because  all  is  not  soe  firmly 
done,  as  not  to  be  altered,  if  it  be  thought  convenient  therefore  those  articles  must 
be  marked,  upon  which  any  objection  shall  be  made. 

i  am  informed  they  discourse  att  Albany  my  letters  must  not  be  carry ed  to 
Canada,  and  they  desire  to  know  who  is  the  Author  of  these  reports?  and  if  he 
would  have  the  Ambassadors  ill  received  or  that  they  should  not  returue?  'Tis 
well  known  that  without  my  letters  Tarsha  had  not  returned  as  he  did  his  returne 
shews  the  malice  of  these  Calumnies,  and  of  many  others.  I  add  that  the  Councill 
of  Oueyd  have  resolved  to  send  me  with  the  Ambassadors  which  are  designed  for 
Montreal  or  Quebec,  and  therefore  I  may  be  the  Messenger  myself  of  your  letter 
which  1  received  from  your  Gauuisoreu  and  of  what  else  you  will  add.  1  recom 
mend  this  Journey  to  your  prayers,  and  am  with  all  my  heart 

Sir,  your  most  humble  and  obliged  servant  in  our  Lord, 

Peter   Millett  of  ye    Society   of  Jesus. 
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I  have  six  Spanish  I'lstolls  given  me  to  assist  the  I'i>«>r.  the  Orphans,  and  the 
other  unhappy  wretches  of  this  Mission.  Be  pleased  Sir  to  give  them  to  your  Lady 
that  she  may  tmy  some  shirts  great  and  small  and  some  stockings  HH  cheap  as 
possible. 

I  shall  write  to  Canada  what  I  will  receive,  and  they  will  partake  of  the  beuerttt 
and  of  the  Glory  which  will  return  to  God.  If  this  Messenger  and  a  lame  woman 
called  Hauuhcion  one  of  my  sisters  can't  carry  all,  I  desire  to  write  to  me  what 
reuiaines,  so  that  I  may  have  It  brought  by  another  opportunity. 

They  sent  this  time  Spanish  gold  rather  than  French.  t<.  the  end  It  may  give  no 
suspltlon.  Our  profession  obligeth  us  to  be  ohllgelng  to  all.  and  to  offend  none. 
Why  do  they  then  despise  us?  and  why  doc  they  endeavour  to  cry  UH  down  by 
severall  false  Imputations.  It  Is  not  enough  that  weo  have  suffered  within  this  flve 
years.  Sir  you  spoke  to  me  about  endeavouring  my  deliverance,  but  If  those 
slanderers  had  bin  believed,  Instead  of  my  being  delivered  they  would  have  added 
to  my  bondage.  What  will  these  Gentlemen  say  to  God  when  he  makeH  sensible 
of  the  good  entertainment  I  have  received  from  the  Indians  In  comparison  to  what 
they  have  said  and  done  against  me.  God  forgive  them  as  we  wish  he  will  forgive 
all. 

T.I    Mr.    Godefridus    Pellius. 

Minister  of  Albany, 

A    true    Copy 

iSlguedi  M.   Clarkson.   Secretary. 

Col.    Do.-s.    N.    V.    Iv:   'M,   U4.   '.».". 
Endorsed  —  Copy  translation. 

The  Jesulte  Milett's  Letter  to 
Mr.    Delllus  at    Albany  dated  .'Ust   Jan.    I'.'.M 
Received    K{   June    HK»4. 
H.   G. 
I'.   4s. 


PROPOSITIONS  OK  THE    IMVE    NATIONS  AT   ALBANY. 

ItilM.    Keb.    2. 


After   they    had   done   speaking,    the    letter    which    No.ulne    Lellhis    received    yester 
day  of  the  IVb-st    Millet    was  Interpreted   to  them   as  also   the  said   Jesuits  explana 
tlon  of  the  three  Belts   that   the   Five   Nations   would   have  sent    to   the  Governor  -• 
Canada    and    the    explication    of    the    two    Belts    of    wampum    which    he    desired 
might  send  to  Canida.     And  the  Sachlnis  were  dismissed  and  told  to  meet   to  nion 
when  they   would   have  an  answer. —  Col.    I>ocs.   N.   Y.   Iv.   HM. 

ACTION  oi-  THE  NEW  VOKK  CITY  VESTRY. 

IfiJM.   I'VK.   :.. 

They  votc.l  tliiit   a   tax  «.f  DUO   lnui.lrr.!   pmiiLls  slmul.l  U'  "  as- 
aesse«l,  l.'vic.l.  (.<,ll(.<-t«Ml  ami   pai.l  l»y  all  an.l  every  onr  of  the   In 
habitants    an-1    K.-i'lentcrs    within    this    City    ami    County    (N 
V«.rk)  for  yc   inaintcnamM-  of  a  L""»«l.  sut!i<-ient    I'rot.-stant   Min 
ister   accord in«r  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Act  ". 


1000  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1694 

REVEREND  MR.  DELLIUS  TO  REVEREND  FATHER  MILET. 

Albany  the  9th  of  Feb.  1C94. 

Sir.  You  write  to  me  I  have  not  answered  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  December 
last,  the  measures  you  take  obliged  me  to  the  contrary,  for  to  say  that  if  the 
English  Gentlemen  did  not  take  care  they  would  make  themselves  the  sole  authors 
of  the  Warr,  and  that  they  heap  mountains  of  difficulties  one  upon  the  other,  and 
dig  Precipices  and  Abysses  from  whence  they  can  never  withdraw  without  a  speedy 
recourse  to  the  mercy  of  God  and  imploreiug  the  Clemency  of  true  Kings,  whom 
God  has  established  as  his  Lieutenants  of  Earth.  Sir,  between  you  and  I,  you 
ought  to  know  the  English  Gentlemen  does  not  fear  the  French  Gentlemen  they 
are  strong  enough  of  themselves  to  resist  them,  as  was  evident  last  winter  in  the 
woods,  and  besides  the  King  has  sent  his  orders,  by  the  last  vessells  that  arrived 
from  England  to  the  Governours  of  Virginia  Maryland  and  New  England  to  joyne 
their  forces  with  those  of  Albany,  so  that  you  see  they  are  not  yet  reduced  to  that 
condicon  that  they  must  speedily  implore  the  clemency  of  your  King.  You  aske 
my  advice  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  Jan.,  1G'J4  upon  the  explication  you  have 
made  upon  the  Belts.  I  tell  you  sincerely  that  it  is  directly  in  opposition  to  a 
peace  and  to  what  you  write  almost  in  all  your  letters  that  you  are  a  friend  and  a 
servant  to  the  English,  for  after  what  manner  would  you  have  these  words  upon 
the  first  Belt  explained,  it  gives  Mousr.  Le  Comte  a  line  Game  to  play  who  has 
taken  the  Iroquois  for  his  children  to  re-establish  their  affaires,  to  strengthen 
their  Cabane,  and  chiefly  to  render  their  land  indepeudaut  to  quite  another  Master 
and  to  regulate  all  well  for  the  time  to  come,  and  also  those  of  the  second  Belt. 
That  they  require  the  Reverend  Father  John  De  Lamberville  or  Tajorheusere  that 
they  all  own  him  for  their  pastor,  and  cry  out  highly  to  be  defended  against  the 
Wolves,  and  other  visible  and  invisible  Enemies  that  infest  their  Lund  and  seems  to 
devour  them  all  and  make  them  perish. 

Sir  I  leave  to  you  to  judge  if  these  are  true  methods  to  advance  the  peace,  for 
the  which  you  say  you  have  taken  so  much  paines,  as  for  me  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
It  is  rather  to  kindle  then  extinguish  the  War,  so  that  as  long  as  you  continue 
these  maxims  there  is  noe  hopes  of  success  toward  a  peace.  If  the  French  desires 
it  lett  them  take  good  resolutions  upon  what  the  Agiandres  Iroquois  informs  them 
by  three  Belts  which  they  have  sent  this  day  from  hence  to  ye  KarigSistes  of 
Canada,  and  that  they  may  not  be  misinterpreted  the  Agiandres*  have  desired  mee 
to  write  down  the  signification  of  them,  and  that  none  may  deceive  them  1  have 
given  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Tekannasore. 

As  for  the  six  Spanish  Pistolls  which  you  sent  me,  my  wife  has  bought  twenty 
six  shirts  and  twenty  six  pairs  of  stockings.  I  have  given  them  all  to  the  Mes 
senger  that  brought  the  gold  and  to  that  lame  woman  you  call  your  sister.  So  Sir, 
If  I  can  serve  you  in  anything  else  you  need  but  command, 

Your  most   humble  servant, 

Dellius. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   iv.   95,  9G. 
A   true  Copy.     M.    Clarkson,    Secretary. 

Endorsed  —  Copy  translation  of  Mr.  Dellius's  letter  from  Albany  to  the  Jesulte 
Milett  at  Oneijde  dated  9th  Feb.  109-1.  Received  13th  June  1G94. 

DECISION  AS  TO  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  MINISTRY  ACT,  BY  THE 

ASSEMBLY. 

1G94,  Feb.  12. 

"  1'pon  reading  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  entitled  an  Act  for  settling  a  Ministry 
and  raising  a  Maintenance  for  them  In  the  City  of  New  York,  etc.,  Itt  was  proposed 
to  this  Board  what  Perswasion  should  be  of  by  them  to  be  called  to  have  the  care 
of  SouN  and  Officiate  in  the  Office  of  Minister  of  this  City;  by  Majority  of  Votes 
itt  Is  ye  opinion  of  the  board  that  a  dissenting  Minister  be  called  to  officiate  and 
have  the  care  of  Souls  for  this  City  as  aforesaid  ". 


"Agayandrfs.  or  Sachems  of  the   Five  Nations.     Colden's   Five  Nation*.   103. 
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The  Governor  now  presented  the  name  of  Rev.  John  Miller, •  hla  Chaplain.     Miller 
al»o  claimed  the  right  to  the  position,   but   the  Council   declined   to   confirm   him. 


Council  Minutes, 


REVEREND  Mi:.  DF.LLIUS  TO  GOVF.KMU:  FLKTC 


HKH. 


New   All. any,    ll»th   Feb.    K.iM. 

Sir:  When  the  agents  of  tin-  Indians  wen-  In  this  cltty  on  the  second  of  this 
Instant  month,  came  to  my  hands  from  th«-  Jesuit  Mll.-t  the  enclosed  letters  with 
six  gold  Spanuish  pistolles,  to  buy  f.,r  him  some  shirts  and  stocking,  which  letter  I 
have  answered  as  appears  l.y  the  enclosed  Coppy.  whi.-h  was  sent  him  with  the  said 
goods.  Upon  the  desire  of  the  Indians  Init  ehletly  of  Major  Schuyler  have  I  trnns- 
lated  Into  French  the  explication  of  the  Kelts  which  two  Indians  tooke  with  them 
to  Cauida,  in  an  open  paper.  The  Kannassoor  who  was  the  chief  of  th«-  Messenger* 
here,  insisted  \ery  much  to  have  a  coppy,  to  the  end  the  French,  us  he  alledged, 
should  not  deceive  him  with  wrong  explication,  which  said  copy  was  given  him. 

Sir:  lit  Is  almost  Incredible  how  much  the  Indians  are  Inclined  to  make  peace 
with  the  French;  and  to  divert  them  therein  have  I  Infused  the  Prosclltes  and  \>y 
them  the  other  Mohaakx,  that  they  have  the  greatest  reasons  to  be  dlswatlsfyed 
about  the  proceedings  of  the  other  Indians,  who  have  without  tlu-lr  pr.-allabel 
advice  and  consent,  thus  farr  treated  for  peace  with  the  French;  and  by  them  I 
gave  alsoo  the  other  Nations  to  understand  that  they  could  not  make  any  pence 
with  the  French,  without  breaking  their  word  and  covenant  with  your  Kxeelleney 
and  in  time  to  make  nil  the  Indians  and  Christians  of  this  and  the  other  govern 
ments  to  be  their  enemies,  and  when  they  should  once  happen  to  fall  Into  warre 
ngalne  with  the  French,  which  would  undoubtedly  be  ere  long,  as  the  experience  of 
former  times  have  evidently  made  appear.  WIT.-  they,  with  th.-lr  wives  and  children 
then  would  bee,  and  to  whom  they  should  !!y  for  succor.*  And  then-fore  If  they 
continued  In  those  proceedings  they  would  lind  them  mo.st  pernicious  for  tli.-lr 
country  and  people.  These  and  the  like  reasons  did  prevalle  upon  them  f»r  thul 

•  Rev.  John  Miller,  M.A.,  waa  commissioned  Chaplain  to  the  two  companies  of 
grenadiers  In  the  colony  of  New  York,  on  the  7th  of  March.  l(Jl»l/'J.  In  the  hummer 
of  which  year  he  arrived  In  this  country.  A  law  having  been  passed  In  Sept.  H'.'.cj. 
for  settling  a  ministry  in  the  Province,  he  demanded  (l.~>th  Feb.  Hi'.Mi,  In  \lrtne  of 
his  license  from  the  Ulshop  of  London,  an  Induction  Into  the  living  lately  chtub 
llnhed  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Protestant  minister  In  the  city  of  New  York.  UN 
pretension  having  been  submitted  to  the  Council,  they  decided,  nem.  con.,  that  1 
was  not  thereby  entitled  to  that  living.  New  York  Council  Minutes,  vll..  M.  Mr. 
Miller  left  New  York  In  June.  1W-",  after  (to  use  his  own  words!  ••  havliu  been  very 
near  three  years  resident  In  the  Province,  as  chaplain  to  Ills  Majesty's  forces,  and 
constantly  attending  the  (Jovernor  ".  Muring  his  residence,  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  observing  many  things  of  considerable  consequence  In  relation  to  tin-  Christiana 
and  Indians;  and 'also  took  draughts  of  all  the  cities,  towns,  forts  and  churches  of 
any  note,  and  several  other  matiers.  to  enable  Mm  to  gl\e  an  exnct  account  of  the 
then  state  of  the  Pro\ince  of  New  York.  <M.  l,ls  return  passage.  In-  was  '  akeu 
prisoner  by  a  French  privaf-  r  In  July  lo'.i:,.  mid  obliged,  unfortunately,  to  throw 
all  his  papers  overboard,  to  prevent  the  Information  they  contained  fullliitf  Into  tUo 
enemy's  kinds.  He,  how.-MT,  employed  tin-  HUM-  .  f.  \vh: 

Imprisonment  ".  to  retrieve,   by  the  help  of  hi"   mory.   some  part   of   v 

and,  on   his  return  to   Knglnml.   presented   to  ttie    I'.lsln.p  «.f   London    "A    I" 
of  the  Province  and  City  of  New   York   with  plans  of  the  rit. 
they   existed   In  1  •;«».-.  ".   'The   MS.,  on   th-  diversion  of  Mr.   Clmlmer*1 
Into  the  possession  of  Thomas  Kodd.  book^-ller.   London,   l.y   whom  It 
In  1M.'{.      Ii    Is  an  hvo.   tract   of  .|;j  pp..   ami  contains. 

plan    Of    an    Allierleilll    1-plsi-opate.     which,     however,     seems    to    hay    been    ,,\e| 

the    Kev.    IT.    Hawks'    very    lniep-s!li.«   pap-r  "„    Mi-   " 

Hist     Sno.   I.,   1»;.      It    recommended   the  appointment   of  n    llliili.iii  of   New    lurk,  who 

w-is  not   onlv  to  ex.-n-ise  authority  In  all  the   LnglMi  provinces  In   the   .North   i-nrt  of 

America,    l.iit    to  be  commissioned,   at   the   *nm.-   time.   «;,,v,.rn..r  o 

Jersev.    Connecticut.     Ithodc    Island,    and    «!«..    of    r,,n,,dri.     «  ..,,,,IH.«I     of 

countVv   was  embra«-e«l   In   the  plan.      Desrr.    P.   'jn.   «-t    «'"1       Mr.    Miller  *  com.,,   ..(..n 

nled  In  the  Secretary  of  State's  i  Mil.-,-,  In  Hook  of  <  omml.«lon«. 

N.    V.    Iv.    l^J. 
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time;  but  I  am  apprehensive  that  by  the  delusions  of  the  Jesuit  In  their  country 
they  will  be  otherwise  perswaded.  I  hope  the  affairs  may  continue  in  the  posture 
they  now  are  till  your  Excellency's  arrivall  here,  when  I  doubt  not  but  by  your 
Excellency's  prudent  conduct  and  wisdom  all  may  be  brought  to  a  good  end.  and  in 
the  Interim  recomanding  your  Excellency  by  my  prayers,  in  the  protection  of  the 
Almighty  God,  with  a  profound  respect  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and 
must  obedient  servant, 

Delllus. 

—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  92,  93. 
A  true  Copy. 

(Signed)          M.  Clarkson,  Secretary. 
(Indorsed.) 

Copy.     Translation  of  Mr.   Dellius'   letter  to  his  Excellency,   Ben.   Fletcher 
date  12  Feb.  1694. 

*  Probably  intended  to  read,   "  where  would  they,   with  their  wives  and  children 
then  be,  and  to  whom  should  they  fly  for  succour." 

MAJOR  PETER  SCIIUYLER  TO  GOVERNOR  FLETCHER. 

Albany  14th  of  Feb.   1G94. 


The  Jesuite  Milet  does  us  a  great  deal  of  damage  and  designed  to  goe  himself  to 
Canada  which  was  ye  reason  made  me  ye  easier  graunt  there  request  of  sending 
this  way  to  stop  that  road  which  they  have  promised  till  they  see  your  Excellency. 
His  letters  and  Explication  of  ye  belts,  Domine  Dellius  will  send  to  your  Excellency. 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  90,  97 

ORDER  IN  COUNCIL  TO  PREPARE  A  PARDON   FOR  LEISLER'S 
ADHERENTS. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  At  the  Council  Chamber  at  White 
hall,  the  12th  of  March  1693/4. 

Upon  reading  a  letter  from  Col.  Fletcher  Governor  in  Chief  of  New  York  dated 
the  ."th  of  October  last  Representing  that  in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  order  he 
had  discharged  all  Proceedings  against  Persons  for  assisting  Leisler  setting  them 
at  Liberty,  And  that  Gerardus  Beekman,  Mlndert  Courteen,  Tho.  Williams,  Johannes 
Vermellies,  Abraham  Brasier,  and  Abraham  Gouvemeur  being  under  the  sentence 
of  death  for  the  same,  he  advised  them  to  make  Application  for  their  Pardon,  But 
on  the  Contrary  not  owning  their  liberty  a  favour  or  departing  from  the  Justifica 
tion  of  their  Crimes  some  of  them  have  been  Elected  of  the  Assembly  which  Col. 
Fletcher  could  not  suffer.  Wherefore  humbly  Prays  they  may  be  Pardoned  or 
Executed,  And  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  taking  notice  that  upon  a  former 
Representation  of  the  Committee  on  the  7th  of  April  1692,  Her  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  declare  in  Council  that  upon  the  Humble  application  of  the  said  Persons  her 
Majesty  would  order  them  to  be  pardoned  and  their  estates  to  be  restored  to  them 
as  objects  of  her  Majesty's  mercy,  for  which  nevertheless  no  application  has  been 
since  made  their  Lordships  agree  to  lay  this  whole  matter  before  his  Majesty's  in 
Councill,  and  thereupon  to  move  his  Majesty  that  for  the  quieting  these  differences 
in  New  York,  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  a  Pardon  for  the 
said  Persons  above  mem-oned  to  be  past  the  Great  Seal  at  his  Majesty's  charge,  and 
that  Mr.  Aaron  Smith  may  be  directed  to  soliclte  the  same. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y. 
Iv.  83. 

Memdm.     The  15th  of  March  1693/4. 

It  was  accordingly  ordered  that  the  said  Pardon  be  past  without  Fees. 
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ACTS  OF  THK  CLASSIS  OF  AMS  TF.UDAM. 
Call  for  the   Foreign  ( 'hnrches.      To  the   Kast    Indies. 

1  <;:(.}.  March  IT.th. 

Tlic  Brethren  on  Furci«rn  AtT:iirs  represent,  that  tlie  time  and 
opportunity  require,  that  ministers  IK-  sent  to  the  Kast  Indies  and 
to  New  Netherland.  In  regard  to  tlie  termer  thev  exhibited  a 
written  request  from  the  Messrs.  Pireciors,  to  call  two  ministers 
for  the  East  Indies.  There  were  placed  in  nomination, 

Rev.   John  Coi terns, 

Rev.    Hercules  van    Loon, 

Rev.    IVtnis  Caldcn, 

Kev.   John  van  Loon, 

Rev.    Hannanns  Boninan  I»u*>ier. 

Of  these  there  Avas  chosen,  nnanimonsly,  Kev.  Jolm  Coitenis, 
and  the  Kev.  ITerrnles  van  Loon.  These  as  is  customary,  shall  I*1 
pre?ented  to  the  Messrs.  Directors. 

To  Xe\v  Xetherland. 

On  the  nomination  list  for  New  Xetherland,  where  one  is  to  !*• 
called,  were  placed, 

Rev.    IVtriis    Xncella, 
Rev.    (inilielmns   Leeman, 
Ilev.    Bernliardus  Tennaten. 

Rev.  I'etrus  Xucella  was  unanimously  chosen.  \iii.  1!KI— 1;  xix. 
250. 

l-'inal  and   Preparatory   Examination. 

K.'.M.  April  I.'Ith. 

From  the  readinir  <»f  the  Acta  (  minutes  )  of  the  previous  <  'lassi^, 
it  ap[»"arcd  that  IIev>.  Petru*  Xucella  and  Hercules  van  Loon, 
Candidati  Ministerii,  the  one  called  to  Kingstown  in  New  Nether- 
land,  the  other  to  the  Kast  Indie-,  must  now  he  examined  for 
ordination.  A  No  l»  virtue  of  the  (act  of)  ('h'--N  of  DecemlxT 
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8th,  1693,  (must  be  examined)  for  licensure  the  students,  Revs. 
Leonardus  Leenderts,  William  Brouwer,  Gualterus  Soutmaet.  To 
this  end  they  preached  on  the  following  texts : 

Rev.  Nucella  on  Matt.  5  :  6. 
Rev.  Van  Loon  Ps.  1 :  1. 
Rev.  Brouwer  Hebr.  9  :  13,  14. 
Rev.   Soutmaet  Hebr.  10 :  14. 
Rev.  Leenderts  Rom.  9:  11,  12,  13. 

Each  of  them  having  thus  preached  a  short  sermon  on  the  said 
texts,  they  gave  the  Classis  so  great  satisfaction  that  it  gladly  ad 
mitted  them  all  to  the  subsequent  examination.  In  this  each  of 
them  did  so  acquit  himself  with  worthy  answers  to  the  neatly 
presented  questions  of  the  Rev.  Examiner,  that  the  Rev.  Classis 
gladly  admitted  the  two  former  to  the  office  of  preacher  both  for 
"New  ISTetherland  and  the  East  Indies;  and  the  three  others  to 
the  liberty  of  public  preaching.  The  Classis  wished  them  further 
the  rich  blessing  of  the  Lord.  Furthermore  the  brethren  Nucella 
and  van  Loon  were  ordained  to  their  respective  offices  by  the  Rev. 
Examiner,  viii.  198. 

Guilliam  Bartolt,      [Bartholf.] 

1694,  May  3rd. 

Art.  9.  Touching:  churches  in  foreign  lands,  special  mention  is 
made  therein  of  one  Guilielmus  Bartolt,  who  is  a  cooper.  He  is 
also  a  Koehnannist,  (Labadist,)  sent  out  by  the  churches  of  Zee- 
land  to  the  'New  Motherland  church,  against  the  recommendation 
of  the  Xorth  Holland  Synod,  and  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  This 
was  taken  ad  notain.  viii.  199. 

Letters  from  Revs.  Dell  ins,  Selyns,  Varik. 

1694,  June  7th. 

A  letter  was  handed  in  from  Xew  Albany,  from  the  Rev.  Gode- 
fridus  Dellius,  exhibiting  the  state  of  the  church  there.  The  same 
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was  given  to  the  brethren,  the  Deputies  ad  res  Maritiraas.  Item: 
another  from  Xew  York,  from  Revs.  Ilenrieus  Selyns  and  Rudol- 
phus  Varick,  of  the  same  character  as.  the  previous  one.  Therefore 
the  same  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  particularly 
recommended  to  the  aforesaid  brethren  to  make  a  report  thereon 
at  the  next  Classis.  viii.  JOO;  xix.  i>  ."><). 

Letters    from    New    Xetherland. 

1 »',!»!,  .Inly  Mb. 

Mention  having  been  made  there  of  certain  letters  from  New 
Albany  and  Xew  York,  written  by  Rev.  Dcllius,  and  also  by  Revs. 
Ilenricus  Selyns  and  Rudolphus  Varick,  it  appeared  that  the  re 
quired  report  could  not  yet,  be  made.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res 
Maritimas  are  therefore  once  more  requested  to  take  the  aforesaid 
letters  into  due  consideration,  and  to  make  known  tho  contents 
thereof  at  the  next  ensuing  Classis.  viii.  L'O:). 

Letters   from   Xew   Xetherland. 

lo'.M,  July  19th. 

Xo  action  has  as  yet.  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  letters  from 
Xew  Xetherland,  wherefore  see  the  previous  Acts.  This  matter 
remains  therefore  in  statu.  viii.  20<5. 

LICENCE  TO  COLLECT  FUNDS  TO  AID  ix  T>riu>i.\<;  TKIMTY 
CHURCH,  XEW  YORK  CITY. 

Benjamin  Fletcher  Cnptnln  Genernll  and  Governour  In  Chelfe  of  tho  Province  of 
New  Yorke  and  the  Terrltoryes  and  Tracts  of  Innd  depending  thereon  In  America 
and  Vice  Admiral!  of  the  same  Ills  Majesty'*  Lieutenant  and  Commander  In  Chelf* 
of  the  Mllltla  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  and  Land  Within  his  Majesty's  Colony 
of  Connecticut  and  of  all  the  fforta  and  places  of  strength  within  tli<>  same. 
To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  and  may  concerne  Greeting 

Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  Yorke  professing  the  religion  of  the 
Church  of  England  hnve  with  a  pious  and  good  Intent  Proposed  nn«l  been  tin  to  erect 
and  build  a  Church  within  the  said  City  for  the  ptibllck  service  and  Worship  of 
God  at  the  humble  request  of  the  Managers  of  the  said  building  and  for  their 
encouragement  to  carry  on  and  finish  the  same  I  have  therefore  with  ndvlce  and 
Consent  of  the  Council  given  and  granted  and  by  these  presents  do  Rive  and  gr:mt 
free  liberty  to  the  said  Managers  to  gather  and  receive  of  and  from  well  dl«p..-,  <l 
persons,  Such  sume  and  suincs  as  shall  be  voluntarily  contributed  for  tho  more 
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speedy  caryiug  on  the  said  building  and  this  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  said 
Managers  for  so  doing.  Given  under  nay  hand  and  seal  at  New  Yorke  the  23rd  day 
of  July  Annoq  Dnl  1696. 

Ben.   Ffletcher. 

—  Doc.    Hist.    N.    Y.    iii.    247,    248. 
By  his  Excellency's   Command, 

David  Jamison,  Sec. 
SYISTOD  OF  l^ORTH  HOLLAXD,   AT  AMSTERDAM. 

1694,  Aug.  5  et  seq. 
Article  8. 


Touching  the  churches  of  the  West  Indies  and  Xew  York  — 
they  had  sought  every  opportunity  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
the  Christian  Synod,  and  to  show  unto  his  Royal  Majesty,  (William 
III  of  England,)  the  need  and  complaint  of  those  churches;  but 
to  their  sorrow  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  effect  it.  They  had 
not  however  been  idle,  but  had  applied  to  his  Excellency,  the  Pen 
sionary  (Counselor),  Heinsius,  who  had  told  them  to  draw  up  a 
petition.  This  he  promised  to  hand  to  his  Royal  Majesty  himself, 
and  to  favor  the  affair. 

Whereupon  the  Rev.  Deputies  were  thanked  for  the  diligence 
they  had  manifested. 

Furthermore,  there  were  handed  over  by  the  Classis  of  Amster 
dam,  extracts  from  three  letters  which  had  been  sent  to  them,  and 
received  after  the  Christian  Synod.  One  was  from  Xew  Albany; 
one  from  Batavia;  and  one  from  Colombo.  These  extracts  are  as 
follows : 

Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Xew  Albany,  dated  November  1, 
1(593,  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  signed  by  Rev.  Godfrey 
Dellius. 

He  declares  that  he  took  great  satisfaction  and  comfort  from  the 
letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  himself,  and  to  the  brethren,  Selyns 
and  Varick. 

The  advice  and  admonition  therein  given,  to  contribute  every 
thing  possible  toward  the  quieting  of  the  feelings  of  the  congrega- 
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tion.  had  been  put  int.*  effect,  together  with  the  overlooking  of  the 
past  :  and  this  had  hern  done  with  such  success,  that  the  affairs  of 
his  congregation  were  restored:  and  love  and  peace  emhruced  each 
other  there. 

Hut  that  the  hrethrcn  Sclyn-  and  Varick  liad  not  been  s<>  for 
tunate  in  this  re>pecl,  because  they  had  encountered  more  opin- 
ionated  spirits  in  their  congregations. 

It  grieved  him  that  his  congregation  was  daily  declining,  partlv 
caused  by  the  constant  leaving  of  the  inhabitants;  partlv,  b\  lack 
of  business;  and  partly  from  fear  of  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians. 
Of  this  they  had  had  a  distressing  experience  ten  or  twelve  days 
before,  in  the  massacre  of  people,  and  scalping  «>f  them  while  yet 
Jilive. 

The  Revs.  Selyns  and  Yarick,  on  account  of  the  had  feelings 
in  their  congregations  would  be  compelled  either  to  resign  their 
offices,  or  to  depart. 

lie  liim.-cif  might,  also  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  Father 
land  by  reason  of  the  decline  and  povertv  of  his  congregation,  which 
was  incapable  longer  of  paying  him  hi.-  salary,  unless  heaven  should 
provide  therefor.  (Jod  the  Lord  was  still  vouchsafing  his  blessing, 
in  the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  of  whom  sixteen  had  recently 
been  received  as  members. 

Several  pravers,  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  ('reed,  and  eight 
or  ten  I'salm.-  had  been  rendered  int..  the  language  .if  the  Indians, 
as  well  as  the  < 'onfc-sioii  before  Holy  llaptism.  and  (the  Form) 
before  the  Lord's  Supper.  ( 'opies  of  these  had  also  been  sent  to 
the  liev.  ('la-si-,  but  he  had  ea>ily  perceived  from  their  letters, 
tiiat  thev  had  not  received  t.hem  :  neither  some  <>t  hi.-  previous  let 
ters,  nor  the  copv  i»f  hi-  letter  to  Mr.  Van  Suvlestein  ;  as  well  a- 
an  addiv--  from  the  French  I'rote-tant.-  of  New  York  t<»  His 
.Maje-t.v  ..f  ( Ireat  Hritain  i-oue.-rniiig  the  matter  of  the  overturning 
of  the  ir<'V<  rumeiit.  and  what  ha-  been  intli.-ted  upon  them,  the 
preacher-,  p'-r-'-nallv  and  ntiu-ially.  They  should  further  .await 
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the  Providence  of  God,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  a  good  conscience. 
Therefore  he  prayed  for  God's  blessing. 


Thereupon  it  was  resolved,  first,  as  concerns  the  affair  of  the 
West  Indian  Churches,  to  place  this  business  in  the  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Deputati,  in  order  that  they  may  represent  most  earnestly, 
and  in  the  most  practical  manner  the  complaint  made  two  years 
since,  before  His  Royal  Majesty. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  or  AMSTERDAM. 
Extracts  from  the  Letters  from  New  Xctherland. 

1G94,  Sept.  Gth. 

The  Acta  of  the  preceding  regular  Classis  were  subsequently 
read. 

As  regards  the  letters  from  "New  JSTetherland,  of  Revs.  Selyns, 
Dellius,  and  Varick,  of  which  mention  has  been  made.  Extracts 
from  those  letters  were  now  exhibited  by  Rev.  Deputies  ad  res 
Maritimas,  for  which  those  Rev.  Brethren  are  thanked.  They  are 
further  recommended,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  with 
those  churches,  to  answer  the  same  on  a  proper  occasion,  viii.  213; 
xix.  251. 

Request  for  a  Preparatory  Examination. 

1694,  Oct.  4th. 

Revs.  Abrahamus  Lakcns,  Jacobus  Vergeyck,  Gualterus 
(Walter)  du  Bois,  Nicholas  Colvius,  John  Godefridus  Daily  (Del 
lius,  or  Daille)  all  studios!  S.  S.  Tlieologiae,  ask  to  be  admitted  to 
the  preparatory  examination.  On  reading  their  laudable  certifi 
cates,  both  ecclesiastical  and  academic,  the  Rev.  Classis  granted 
their  request.  There  were  given,  as  texts,  to  the  first,  Rom.  5:12; 
to  the  second,  Rom.  3  :28  ;  to  the  third,  Rom.  3  :25  ;  to  the  fourth, 
Rom.  10  :4 ;  to  the  fifth,  Rom.  9  :13.  The  time  for  the  examination 
Avill  be  the  first  Monday  in  April,  viii.  215. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMKKICA. 

Rev.  Godfridus  Dcllius  to  the  Claris  of  Amsterdam,  Octotar  7, 

1694. 

Albany,  7th  of  October  IGfU. 
To  the  Eev.  Class  is  of  Amsterdam, 
Rev.  Gentlemen: — 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  ministers  of  this  Province  should 
continually  trouble  your  Rev.  Body  with  letters  of  complaint.  A 
while  ago  it  was  in  reference  to  the  Revolution  in  the  Government; 
afterward,  in  reference  to  one  Guilliam  Bartholts,  (Bartholf),  who, 
without  being  legally  qualified,  performed  ministerial  duties;  and 
now,  the  saddest  of  all  our  afflictions,  is,  that  our  church  has  been 
called  to  suffer  a  most  distressing  bereavement,  in  the  untimely 
death  of  our  most  worthy  colleague,  Domine  Yarick.  1 1  is  Rev 
erence  had  found  no  rest  whatever  for  four  or  five  years  past  in  his 
church,  but  he  has  now  gone  to  rest  in  the  Lord.  lie  died  the  24 
of  September  (1694.)  You  can  easily  imagine,  in  what  a  sad  con 
dition  that  church,  without  a  pastor,  now  finds  it. -elf.  The  said 
Bartholts,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  late  Domino  Yar 
ick,  sought  to  force  himself  into  one  of  his  combined  congregations, 
to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper.  He  will  no\v  not,  neglect  any 
thing  to  carry  out  his  designs.  1  am  informed  that  certain 
members  of  those  vacant  congregations  wish  to  call  him.  Others 
wish  to  call  a  minister  from  (the  Province  of)  Holland;  and 
others,  one  from  Sealand  (Zeeland)  ;  unless,  there  may  possibly 
spring  up,  as  T  am  informed,  in  imitation  of  Bartholts,  a  prophet 
from  among  themselves.  Where  such  confusion  of  tongues  exists, 
the  ITouse  of  God  cannot  successfully  l>c  built.  And  where  such 
persons,  ignorant  in  more  respects  than  simply  concerning  the 
70 
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direction  of  church-government,  are  raised  to  the  dignity  of  the 
ministerial  office,  it  cannot  but  bring  religion  into  disrepute.  I 
speak  respectfully,,  but  I  do  not  understand  nor  can  I  fathom,  what 
reasons  induced  the  Classis  of  Walcheren  to  their  act  (the  ordina 
tion  of  Bartholf  )  ;  especially  since  the  ministers  here  sent  an  ad 
dress  at  the  same  time  to  that  Classis,  protesting  against  his  qualifi 
cation.  But  it  did  not  please  that  Rev.  Body  to  take  the  least  notice 
of  our  communication.  They  not  only  did  not  tleigii  to  answer  it, 
but  gave  a  copy  of  our  letter  to  him  (Bartholf.) 

I  do  not  know  whether  such  acts  will  be  repeated,  nor  can  I 
imagine  what  will  become  of  our  Dutch  churches  in  this  Province 
if  they  are.  For  soon  some  marvelous  kind  of  theology  will  develop 
here;  ministers  will  be  self-created,  and  the  last  will  be  first,  and 
the  first  will  be  last.  Rev.  Gentlemen  it  grieves  us  much  that  on 
account  of  this  man,  our  church  and  its  ordinations  have  become  a 
matter  of  ridicule.  But  let  come  what  will.  Mr.  Selyns  and  my 
self  will  experience  great  difficulty  in  recognizing  him  as  a  minister 
and  as  a  colleague  before  we  receive  the  wise  counsels  of  your  Rev 
erences  on  this  matter.  To  you  we  most  humbly  appeal,  and  will 
submit  to  your  decision.  I  remain  with  profound  respect,  Rev. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Reverences  obedient  servant  and  fellow-laborer, 

G.  Dellius. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 
Rev.   Henry  Selyns  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Xovember  14, 


Very  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus:  —  As 
it  has  not  been  very  practicable  in  the  uncertain  and  cold 
weather,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  churches  and  ministers  at  Albany 
or  Xew  York,  to  deliberate  over  the  case  of  Guilliam  Bartholts, 
(Bartholf,)  who  has  recently  arrived  from  the  other  side,  and  to 
conclude  whether  it  is  best  to  reeoimize  his  ministerial  character 
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or  not  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  I  liave  remained  quiet,  and  have 
recommended  him  to  he  satisfied  and  contented  with  the  churches 
of  Acquecquenoin  and  Ilacquen-acq.  (  Aquaekenonck  and  Hacken- 
sack,  )  and  to  continue  hi-  \vm-k  Ix-irnn  there,  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  Meanwhile,  however,  he  has  preached  at  Beriren,  which  i- 
a  church  .inder  my  eharnv.  He  as-erts  that  he  is  authorized  to  do 
this  he-cause  it  lies  between  New  Vi.rk  and  Acquecquenom  (  Aquack- 
enonck  or  Pasaie  )  ;  and  hi-  letter  of  call  reads  "  To  preach  on  water 
and  on  land  and  l»v  the  wav  ". 

Hut  Heriren  remain-  faithful,  and  ha-  requested  me  to  continue 
inv  services  tliere.  This  I  have  gratefully  accepted,  (or,  have 
agreed  to  do  irratis).  But  Barthoh  moves  ahout  and  preaches 
everywhere.  lie  praises  the  (  'lassis  of  \Valcheren.  which  qualifies 
ministers  at  sliirht  co-t  to  them.  He  also  says  that  he  sought  his 
ordination  tliere,  (in  ('lassis  of  Walcheren.)  rather  than  in  Am 
sterdam,  because  one  half  of  your  Rev.  Body,  (the  ('lassis  of 
Amsterdam,)  are  not  regenerated  men.  K\  umrne  leoncm.  What 
Mr.  Deliius,  my  worthy  colleague,  wriies.  on  the  other  -ide  of  thi.s 
sheet  of  paper,  in  regard  to  thi-  case,  and  for  \oiir  consideration,  is 
sujlicient.  My  time  i-  too  precious  to  allow  me  to  write  moro. 
We  have  -ince  learned  by  letters  from  I)omino  (Adrian  van) 
Oostrum,*  dated  November  ^>,  1  •»!>'*,  that  this  busine-s  was  taken 
to  the  Synod  of  "North  Holland;  that  they  exhorted  to  caution,  in 
reference  to  this  man;  that  they  al-o  re-olved,  and  did  writ-e.  to 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Walcheren,  to  take  heed  concerning  him,  and 
not  commission  him  as  mini-ter.  Hut  it  is  to  be  roerettcd  that 
the  letters  written  to  u-  were  detained,  and  have  not  reached  us 
here.  I'nder  these  circumstances,  we  a<k  for  copic-  and  further 
advice.  In  the  meantime  we  will  remain  quiet,  and  whatever 
directions  mav  be  «rivcn  (b  our  Cla-sis)  shall  be  ohaorvod. 


•  Rf>r.  Adrlnn  vnn  Oo«trum  WHH  rnllwl  fn>m  tlio  Fn^llnh  I'n'Hliytcrlfin  «'hur<'h  In 
Amsterdam  to  tho  National  Dutch  Church  lu  Ham.-  <-lty.  it  ml  wan  InnTnll.*!  th.-ri«ln 
July  20.  1WJ.  H«-  «H«''l  .Inn'inry  ID.  171»l. 
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Nevertheless,  it  is  a  sad  circumstance  that  your  Reverences  have 
been  rejected,  and  that  we  are  placed  under  a  Classis  in  Sealand ! 
(Zeeland ;_)  for  in  case  of  disagreement,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
Classis  of  Walcheren,  (which  is  in  the  Province  of  Zeeland,)  and 
we,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  for  a  decision. 

To  our  grief  and  the  great  loss  of  the  church,  Domine  Varick 
died  on  the  24th  of  September,  (1694,)  and  was  buried  on  the 
27th,  in  the  presence  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  (Fletcher,) 
the  Members  of  his  Council,  the  Mayor,  and  many  of  the  citizens. 
There  was  far  more  honor  conferred  on  him  at  his  burial,  than 
when  once  standing  in  the  City  Hall,  awaiting  his  sentence  (of 
imprisonment.)  We  are  trying  to  induce  his  church  to  complete 
the  year's  salary ;  but  the  making  out  of  a  new  call  makes  slow 
progress.  The  cause  of  the  difficulty  is  the  parsonage  at  Midwout. 
The  people  there  demand  rent  of  all  the  neighboring  towns.  On 
this  account  they  disagree  as  to  candidates,  one  after  another  being 
rejected.  Each  side  is  too  obstinate  to  agree  with  the  other  side  as 
to  a  call. 

I  have  followed  your  prudent  advice  (as  to  my  own  affairs). 
I  am  quietly  waiting  until  the  storm  (the  Leisler  difficulties)  has 
blown  over.  The  troubles  are,  no  doubt,  diminishing.  The  at 
tendance  at  church  services  has  improved.  My  salary  is  better 
paid;  but  the  arrearages  remain  unpaid,  and  I  see  no  prospect  of 
their  ever  being  paid.  Our  now  church  (in  Garden  St.)  is  finished 
up  to  the  towers.  On  Sundays  it  is  too  small ;  on  Wednesdays,  too 
large.  Our  city  of  ]^ew  York,  with  its  suburbs,  is  constantly  grow 
ing.  But  this  growth  is  chiefly  in  houses  and  people  and  business, 
but  not  in  piety  and  the  conversion  of  sinners.  Such  a  condition 
promises  no  blessing  from  heaven,  but  rather  a  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgement.  May  God  preserve  us  and  avert  the  sword  of  judge 
ment  from  our  land. 

Xot  to  keep  your  Reverences  from  your  official  duties,  I  write 
no  more  at  present.  But  we  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  yoiu 
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letters  and  orders,  and  are  always  anxious  to  keep  up  the  corre 
spondence.     Valete. 

Your  Reverences  willing  and  affectionate  servant  and 
brother  in  the  Lord, 

Ilenricus  Selyns. 

CHURCH  OF  XKW  YORK. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

1095,  Jan.  1st. 

Conveyance  of  Domine  Selyns  and  wife,  (wlio  had  been  the 
widow  of  Cornelius  Steenwyck)  of  Steenwyck's  rights  of  tlie  Manor 
of  Fordham  to  the  Overseers  of  ih«i  Dutch  Church  lioro  (New 
York)  for  the  support  of  the  ministers  of  the  same. 

Be  it  known  that  the  late  Mr.  Cornelius  Steenwyck,  merchant, 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  dated 
November  20,  16S4,  with  full  consent  and  agreement  of  his  wife, 
Margarcta  Steenwyck,  alias  do  Kiemer,  in  form  of  Pre-Legacy, 
mad<-.  bequeathed,  granted  for  and  the  behoof  of  the,  Low-Dutch 
Congregation  within  the  aforesaid  City  of  Xc\v  York,  for  the  bet 
ter  support  and  maintenance  nf  the  ministers  of  the  same,  called 
according  to  the  Church-Order  of  the  Netherlands,  here  present  or 
hereafter  to  be  called  or  to  come;  all  his,  the  testator's  right,  prop 
erty,  possession  and  hereditament  in  the  Manor  or  Domain  of  Ford- 
ham,  lying  in  the  county  of  \\Vstche-ter,  with  all  the  lands 
meadows,  fields,  woods,  hills,  brooks  and  other  waters:  together 
with  all  the  testator's  jurisdiction,  riirht,  title,  action  and  property, 
in  and  upon  said  Manor  of  Fordham:  with  all  the  patents  letter?, 
leases,  hypotheeks  mortgages  and  oilier  doeuinent.s  thereto  belong 
ing  or  in  any  way  depending:  in  all  respects  the  same  as  the  said 
Manor  is  now  already  belonging  to  the  testator,  or  shall  be  further 
confirmed  to  him,  through  or  by  mean-  of  the  late  .Mm  Archer, 
formerlv  owner  of  said  Manor:  with  tin-  further  stipulation,  will 
ing  and  desire,  that  the  .-aid  Manor  with  all  tin 
income,  avails,  rents  and  revenue-,  with  all  the  appurtenances 
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thereof,  shall  be  made  over  and  conveyed  in  a  full,  true  and  free 
property,  by  the  testators  wife  and  appointed  executrix,  Margareta 
Steenwyck,  alias  de  Riemer,  on  lawful  demand,  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  said  Low-Dutch  Congregation,  for  and  to  the  behoof  of  the 
worship  of  the  said  Congregation,  as  herein  above  is  further  ex 
pressed  ;  to  be  by  the  said  Overseers  and  Congregation  then  in 
being,  and  held,  used,  possessed  and  kept  in  full  property,  inherit 
able  and  forever,  without  any  the  least  contradiction,  opposition  or 
hindrance  of  anyone.  Provided  that  none  of  the  lands  of  the  said 
Manor  shall  be  made,  alienated  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  but  forever  shall  be  and  remain  as 
lands  of  inheritance  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
Congregation  above  named,  and  not  otherwise,  as  is  more  fully  and 
amply  expressed  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  above  named 
Mr.  Cornelius  Steenwyck. 

Therefore  we,  the  underwritten,  Henricus  Selyns,  minister  of 
the  Low-Dutch  Congregation  of  the  forenamed  City  of  New  York, 
and  Margareta  Selyns,  alias  de  Riemer,  his  wife,  executrix  and 
last  (late?)  widow  of  the  said  Cornelius  Steenwyck,  for  ourselves 
and  in  qualita  as  executrix  of  the  remaining  estate  of  the  said 
Cornelius  Steenwyck,  both  on  account  of  the  above  mentioned  tes 
tament  and  legacy  and  for  other  reasons  and  motives  specially 
moving  us  hereto,  have  ceded,  transferred  and  conveyed  in  a  true 
and  absolute  property,  to  Messrs.  Cornelius  Bayard,  Capt.  Isaac 
Van  Vleck,  Boele  Roelofzen  and  Jan  Harpendinck,  present  Elders 
and  Overseers  of  the  Low-Dutch  Congregation  within  the  fore- 
named  City  of  Xew  York,  and  their  lawful  successors,  heirs  and 
descendants  as  entrusted  with  the  Church-service  of  that  congrega 
tion  ;  like  as  we.  Grantors,  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
as  also  in  qualita  as  before,  to  the  same  Messrs.  Nicholas  (Cor- 
nelis)  Bayard,  Capt.  Isaac  Van  Yleek,  Boele  Roelofzen  and  Jan 
Harpendinck,  present  Elders  and  Overseers,  and  their  lawful  suc 
cessors  or  heirs  and  lir-iritors,  have  ceded,  granted  and  conveyed 
herewith  the  Manor  <>f  Fordham,  Iving  in  the  count v  of  Westches- 
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ter  above  named,  with  all  the  lands,  meadows,  fields,  woods,  hills, 
brooks  and  other  waters,  together  with  all  the  riirht,  title,  action, 
jurisdiction  and  claim  on  the  said  Cornelius  Steenwvek,  or  we, 
grantors,  whether  for  ourselves  or  in  qualita  as  before  in  anv  man 
ner  have  had  to  the  said  Manor  of  Fordham,  with  its  appurtenances, 
or  now  may  or  can  have,  whether  by  transfer,  deed,  mortgage, 
judgement  or  otherwise,  through  or  hv  means  of  the  late  .Mm 
Archer,  the  former  owner  of  the  said  Manor  of  Fordham,  or  hv  hi- 
son  and  heir,  John  Archer,  Jr.:  to  IK-  held,  used,  possrs-ed  and 
kept  forever,  and  inheritable  in  full  possession  hv  the  said  Flders 
and  Overseers  of  the  said  ( 'on«rregat ion  now  being,  or  from  time 
to  time  hereafter  to  come  into  being,  with  all  profits,  incomes,  rents 
and  revenues,  fur  the  better  support  of  the  ministers  of  the  same, 
called,  or  hereafter  to  be  called,  and  come  according  to  the  ( 'hun-h- 
Order  of  the  Xetherlands. 

Likewise  under  the  same'  restriction  and  stipulation,  that  the  said 
Manor  of  Fordham  and  its  appurtenance*  shall  never  he  alienated 
or  transferred  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  aforesaid  tes 
tament  or  legacy,  but  to  all  time  shall  he  used  and  employed  to  the. 
end  aforesaid  and  to  no  other:  IMvestinir  ourselves  herebv  <  f  the 
proper  title,  action  and  right,  which  we,  grantors,  for  ourselves  or 
in  qualita  as  before,  have  heretofore  had,  or  now  can  or  may  have 
in  any  manner  whatever  to  the  said  Manor  and  its  appurtenance*. 

except  and  we  promise  to  maintain,  and  eaii-e 

our  successors  or  heir-  and  descendants  to  maintain,  thi:-  <-ur  deed, 
firm,  valid  and  inviolable.  And  if  need  be,  or  when  required,  at 
all  times  to  strengthen,  contirm  and  amplify  this  our  deed,  for  the 
better  security  of  the  aforesaid  ( 'ongregation. 

In  testimony  whereof,  signal  and  -ealed.  by  u*  the  underwritten, 
in  pre-ence  of  the  witne--e-  named,  at  N'ew  York,  on  New  War's 
I)av.  January  M  K.H-l-fi.  or  the  -ixth  year  of  the  reign  of  ,,ur 
Sovereign,  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  by  the  grace  ••!  Cio<l, 
Kinir  and  Queen  of  Kngland.  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  de- 
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fender  of  the  faith,  etc.     The  Lord  bless  the  same,  and  bless,  as  he 
has  done,  his  dearly-bought  Church,  with  undeserved  blessings. 

Ilenricus  Selyns. 
Margareta  Selyns. 
Signed  and  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  the  undersigned,  and  expressly 
requested  to  be  witnesses, 

Stephen  Van  Cortlandt. 
John  Spratt. 
Isaac  De  Forest. 
John  De  Peyster. 

The  Consistory,  mentioned  above,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  above  deed.  Lib.  A.  81-83. 

SECOND  CITY  VESTRY  CIIOSEX. 
(Name  of  Episcopalians  in  Italics.) 

1695,  Jan.  8 

Church  Wardens :  Jacobus  Cortlandt,  John  Kip. —  Vestry 
men:  Robert  Darkins,  John  De  Peyster,  Isaac  De  Riemer,  Wil 
liam  Erench,  William  Jackson,  Tennis  D.  Kay,  Brandt  Schuyler, 
Robert  Sinclair,  John  Spratt,  Jeremiah  Tothill. 

Governor  Eletcher  now  threatened  to  prosecute  them,  if  they 
any  longer  refused  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 

ACTION  OF  THE  CITY  VESTRY. 

1605,  Jan.  26. 

"  Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  General  Assembly,  entitled  an  Act  for 
the  settling  of  a  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenence  for  them,  etc., 
the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  above  named  have  this  day 
mett  and  nemine  Contra  Dicente  called  ]\Ir.  Win.  Vesey  to  officiate 
in  the  same  place  according  to  the  directions  in  the  said  Act  con 
tained." 

[Perhaps  Tothill  offered  the  above  resolution,  and  his  may  have 
been  the  only  vote.  The  Governor  did  not  dare  to  proceed  upon  it.] 
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To  His  Kx.-Hlrney  |:,-nj.  Flet.-her  Captain  Cem-rall  an.!  i  ;,,v,-rn.T  In  «'|il,.f  ,,f  Hi* 
Majesty  pn.vinee  of  New  York,-,  ami  the  Honoralde  «'  ......  -ell. 

The   pettieoti   uf    l>eie\    Van    Hurji 

Humbly  sheweth  tli::l  \\hereas  your  petjeitiier  ham-  \<\  y.mr  F.\.  e||,-uey'*  order 
bin  Imployed  lit  Miilldin;.'  his  Majesty  Cap.-!!  with  si-a\  i-r.-il  ntli.-r  buildings  In  and 
nliouK-  liis  Majesty  l-'i.rt  Willijiin  Henry  in  New  Y..rke  f.,r  t  lie  a.-r,,inplUhinetit  <,f 
wlii'-li.  l>y  I.almur  ami  oilier  Materlalls  Ix-loiiKiiiK  I"  lii-  o.-ciipat  inn,  tin-re  is  lM-e»nie 
<]e\v  to  'liin  nine  liiiinlreil  ami  •  »d<l  pounds  ('urrent  money  as  l.y  the  aei-ninpt 
already  past  the  Auditt  of  the  ('oiin-ell  ami  ae.-.miptx  now  l.ef.n-  thin  Hom.rnlile 
Hunl  may  appeare. 

N'o\v  \oiir  petitioner  liaiiein^  ^i-e;'.te  and  pres^in^  ((eeatioii  for  his  money  that  IH 
dew  to  him  HnmMy  jirays  that!  his  whole  .\ee  .....  pi^  may  !>.-  Adjusted  and  punt. 
and  a  warrant  Ishnes  m;t  liy  Ills  I  :\,  •,•]],  -n.-y  |.>  his  Maj.-sty  <  'oik,  •(,,!-  ..r  r.----nM-r 
CeiiiTHll  to  pay  the  same  and  your  peteeiuiier  as  in  iMiiy  lionnd  ^liall  e\.-r  pmy. 

I».    V.     Iturtfh. 
—  I>oc.    Hist.    N.    Y.    iii.    '.M*;.    '.MT. 

Marrh  14,   10'.»r>. 


Al'TS    OK    TIIK    (  '  I.  ASS  IS    (>!•'     A.MSTKHDAM. 
(  ';nidi«l;ilc-    .............  \n-\vcr. 

U5JC),    Aj.ril    :.rh. 

I'lic    >tl|(]i(isi     S.     S.     Tlicnldoijic,     \\llo     li;i«l     lirlVlnlWr     ]>ri-M-!lIr«l 

themselves  t«»  1><-  <'.\:miiiir»l   l»y  onr  Urv.  (  'l:i>>is   t'«.r  licm-urc,  ha\r 
j»r<'jich<'<|   their  sermons  "ii    their  assi^iKMJ   texts,    namely: 

(iiialterus    Du    linis    mi    U  .....  .    -\  :L'.'>, 

Al>rah;iiiius    Lakens    K«>in.    ."•  :  1  L'. 

.I;«-<il)iis  \'rre\ck    Iv<>m.   •'•  :i's, 

Xielmlas    (  'olviiiH    U"in.     K>:  1. 

.l"li!i   (  in<l  fridiis    Daillc   ii«>ni.   '.':l->, 

i  lenricns    Sdlsteyn    IIi«m.    1"  :  1. 

(  'nriirliiis    I  Jn^aanll   .1  "hn    1:11. 

'I'hev  tlierehv  ^ave  siidi  >ai  isi'acl  imi  t"  tin-  A—  nnhly.  that  they 
were  suhse<jiient  Iv  admitted  t<>  the  further  examination  in  tin: 
jirineipal  articles  of  Saeivd  The..!..^^-.  Tin-rein  they  -Im  wed  them- 
selve,s  so  rea<lv  in  their  answers,  not  ..idy  in  yivinu:  an  a«v"Uiit  «•! 
the  snuinl  \Voi-d.  which  i-  ae,-.,r<lin-  to  d.M-trin.-,  hut  al-.  in  tin- 
removing  ;1i)(l  .-clxiiii:  "f  the  -idit«-rfii^e>  and  ..l.j<  <-t  i-.ns  ,,j  thos«- 
who  are  nutside  onr  i-in-Ie,  that  tin-  Kev.  (  'la--i~  made  m»  ul>jcvtion 
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to  admit  them  unanimously  to  public  preaching,  for  the  exercising 
of  their  gifts,  wherever  and  whenever  they  might  bo  requested. 
They  doubt  not  but  that  in  due  time  they  will  be  worthy  instru 
ments  for  the  upbuilding  of  Christ's  Church,  and  laborers  that 
need  not  be  ashamed.  To  this  end  the  Classis  invoked  upon  all 
of  them  the  blessing,  rich  in  grace,  of  the  Most  High.  They  will 
be  provided  with  letters  and  proper  testimonials,  after  they  have 
signed  the  formulae  of  Concord,  viii.  iiMJ-7. 

JOURNAL    OF    AsSKMBLY,    XEW     YoRK,    1G95. 

-V  Dissenting  Minister  may  be  called. 

161)5,  April  12,  page  53. 

The  petition  of  the  Church-Wardens  and  Vestry  for  the  City  of 
Xew  York  was  read.  l"pon  the  consideration  of  the  petition  above 
mentioned,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Vestrymen  and 
Church-Wardens  have  power  to  call  a  Dissenting  Protestant  Min 
ister ;  and  that  he  is  to  be  paid  and  maintained  according  as  the 
Act  directs.  Page  53. 

JOURNAL  OF  COUNCIL,  1095. 

101)5,  April  13. 

His  Excellency  ((Jov.  Fletcher)  did  show  the  Council  a  petition 
which  was  given  in  to  the  Assembly  by  the  Church- Wardens,  and 
the  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  thereupon,  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
which  is:  That  by  virtue  of  the  Act  for  settling  a  Ministry,  they 
have  power  to  call  a  dissenting  minister  from  the  Church  of 
.England,  and  compel]  all  persons  to  contribute  to  his  maintenance, 
pursuant  to  said  Act. 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  good  to  be  expected 

from  this  Assembly 'The  Assembly  was  called  into  the 

Council    Chamber,   when   (iovernor    Fletcher  said: — 

Gentlemen:  You  have  proceeded  to  give,  vour  opinion  or  inter 
pretation  of  that  Act  of  Assembly  which  provides  for  a  Ministry 
in  this  City  and  two  other  counties,  upon  a  petition  presented  unto 
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you;  and  you  say  that  the  Church-Wardens  and  Vestrymen  inav 
proceed,  by  that  Act,  to  call  a  Protestant  Minister,  dissenting  from 
the  Church  of  England,  and  raise  tin-  money  f«.r  his  maintenance. 
Xot  to  tell  you  that  there  is  no  Protestant  Church  admits  of  sueh 
officers  as  Church-Wardens  and  Vestrymen  but  the  Church  of  Emr- 
land,  it  is  out  of  your  province  to  take  upon  you  to  explain  an  Art 
which  you  did  not  make.  The  la\vs  are  to  be  interpreted  by  the 
judges.  Council  Journal,  7*'». 

ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  AND  THEII:   (  'OK-KKSI-ONDEXCK. 

Without  date  or  caption;  but, —  The  Cla.-si-  «.f  Am.-terdam  to  the 
Church  of  Kingston: —  Hetween  loner-  bearing  dates  of  Julv 
JOth  1  <;!>:}  and  May  Uth,  Hlli;,.  XXvii.  I'L':;.  Probable  .late. 
April,  1695. 

As  we  learned  with  sorrow,  by  your  letter  of  Auirust  .'5<>th  HU»o* 
of  the  sad  circumstance-  under  which  your  church  suffered  ;  so  we 
rejoiced  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  June  iMMh  l'i!>:',.7  that  the 
difficulties  were  for  the  most  parr  overcome.  Especially,  dear 
brethren,  was  it  a  joy  to  us  to  perceive,  that  love  for  the  Word  of 
the  Lord  and  for  the  ministration  of  the  -ame.  has  not  diminished, 
bur  rather  increased,  and  been  kindled  anew  by  all  these  difficulties. 
^  nil  give  a  manifest  proof  thereof,  both  bv  voiir  expn-s-ed  anxiety 
for  divine  services,  and  the  provision  for  an  honorable  salary  «»t  a 
pa-u>r.  Yon  thus  fulfill  the  teaching  of  tin-  Apn-tlc,  i(J-il.  ('•:••.) 
''  Let  him  that,  is  taught  in  the  Word,  communicate  unto  him  that 
teacheth  in  all  g«n>d  thini:'*  ".  The  same  is  evident  by  your  earnest 
d(>ir<-  for  an  able  minister:  for  you  request  the  (Mas-i-  of  Amster 
dam  to  send  such  a  one  a>  >hall  be  able  to  exhort  with  sound  doc 
trine,  -top  the  mouth-  «f  gain-ay ers.  and  build  you  up  in  faith  and 
love. 

The  Rev.  Classis  havinir  taken  int-o  consideration  the^e  matter?, 
liave  called  to  the  service  of  the  Church  of  Je«.u-  ( 'hri-^t  at  Kings 
ton,  Rev.  .John  Peter  Xucella,  S.  S.  Ministerii  ( 'andidat.us,  a  man 

•  This  !ott»»r  wns  from   KlnRHton.   Now  York,   which  »••«•. 

t  Thero  Is  nnothor  lettor  from  Kingston,  of  Juno  3i>.   l«;n.i.   r.-f«-rr.-d  to  In    Vol.   xxl. 
341,   but  It  has  not   IMH-H  found. 
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of  good  report,  of  studious  habits,  of  excellent  gifts  and  godly  walk. 
He  lias  also  approved  himself  to  us  during  several  years.  We  doubt 
not  but  that  you  will,  under  God's  blessing,  be  greatly  edified 
through  his  zeal  and  faithfulness.  We  had  hoped  to  have  found 
some  one  familiar  with  the  English  language  as  well  as  Dutch,  but 
no  such  person  appeared.  Receive  this  one  therefore  in  the  Lord 
with  all  joy  and  hold  him  in  reputation.  Be  respectful  to  him  as 
an  ambassador  of  Christ.  Be  obedient  to  the  teaching  which  he 
gives  you  from  the  Word  of  God  —  for  it  is  not  man's  word,  but 
God's : —  Let  him  not  officiate  among  you  with  grief,  for  that  would 
be  unprofitable  to  you.  Having  come  to  you  with  joy,  according 
to  the  will  of  God,  may  ho  be  refreshed  by  you,  and  remain  among 
you  to  your  advancement,  and  the  joy  of  your  faith.  Now  the 
God  of  peace,  who  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus, 
that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  ever 
lasting  covenant,  perfect  this  your  pastor,  and  perfect  you  in  all 
good  works ;  so  that  doing  his  will,  he  may  work  in  you  that  which 
is  well-pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  the 
glory,  forever,  Amen. 

Closing,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  the  Word  of  his  grace. 
In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 

(No  signature  in  the  Minute  Book.) 

CHURCH  OF  NEW  YORK. 

1(505,  April  18.    Resolutions  upon  the  business  of  an  Incorpora 
tion  for  our  new  Church  and  its  appurtenances.     Lib.  A.  86. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  proposed,  since  all  appearances  are  fa 
vorable,  that  endeavors  should  be  used  to  obtain  an  Incorporation 
from  his  Excellency,  Governor  Fletcher  and  the  Council,  for  our 
Imtch  Church,  church-buildings,  Fordham,  and  church-lands,  and 
also  a  lessening  of  the  quitrents.  The  Consistory  was  pleased  with 
t!;o  proposal,  and  resolved  to  appoint,  as  we  do  hereby  appoint,  Col. 
Siophen  Van  Cortlamlt,  Col.  Nicholas  Bayard,  Capt.  Brant  Schuy- 
lor,  and  Capt.  Jacob  Van  Cortlandt,  all  members  of  the  Church,  a 
committee,  to  address  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  our  name  and 
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authority,  and  to  represent  whatever  serves  or  may  serve,  in  order 
to  our  becoming  Incorporated,  or  made  a  Body  Politie,  and  that 
we  may  be  endowed  with  all  useful  privileges  for  our  Church, 
buildings,  (Manor  of)  Fordham  and  other  properties,  now  pos 
sessed,  or  hereafter  obtained,  to  enjoy,  possess  and  hold  as  domains  ; 
in  short,  as  above,  to  have  the  power  of  an  Incorporation  now  and 
forever,  without  becroon  from  tiny  one,  or  any  bonds,  closes  or  pre 
tences. 

This,   1-r-ivir   made   known   to  the  af<>re.-:ii<l   uentlemen,   was   by 
them  accepted,  and  "he  neces.-ary  expense  arc  to  he  provided  for. 
Signed,  Hcnricds  Selyns.      Li  1).  A.  SO,  87. 

CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK.     "MANOR  OF  FORDHAM. 

1 »;«'»;.,  April  1>. 

Only  persons  belonging  to  the  Church  shall  he  requested  and 
commissioned,  in  reference  to  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  to  let  out 
the  lands,  to  make  suitable  leases,  and  if  any  disputes  arise,  to  ex 
amine  into  them  and  settle  them.  Lib.  A.  ."». 

The  leases  were  to  be  for  terms  of  year-,  not  to  exceed  twenty. 
Lib.  A.  85. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMF.IMCA. 

The  Committee  of  the  churches  in  King's  County,  Long  Island,  t<> 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  7,  HJ!>r>. 

To  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Reverend,  Pious  and  Yery-Learned  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus:— 

The  unsearchable  dod,  who  is  also  the  Supreme  Shepherd,  has 
been  pleased  to  gather,  in  his  incomprehensible  love,  a  flock  for 
himself  from  among  mankind  in  its  fallen  rendition,  and  to  bring 
it  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  into  the  fellowship  of  Christ  Jesus. 
He  has  also  exhibited  a  proof  of  his  Divine  character  in  leading 
us  here  in  America  into  this,  his  sheep  fold  ;  and  undeserved  by  us, 
here  too,  to  set  up  his  Church.  A  No  certain  of  the  savages  here, 
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hitherto  without  Christ,  have  come  to  recognize  him;  while  some 
Christians  who  had  once  known  God,  have  become  savages,  and  now 
live  without  God  and  Christ.  The  standard  of  the  Gospel  was 
planted  here  a  number  of  years  ago  :  (1654  on  Long  Island  ;  1028 
in  New  York.)  If  it  is  not  now  held  up  and  continued,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  through  the  sending  over  of  ministers  for 
this  purpose,  the  very  negroes  may  be  washed  and  become  white  by 
the  Gospel,  while  we  may  be  turned  into  negroes,  and  become  black 
and  polluted. 

Our  Church,  as  well  as  the  whole  Province  of  New  York,  have 
no  complaints  to  make  as  to  what  our  mother,  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  has  contributed  towards  our  welfare  and  salvation. 
But  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  to  take  from  us  in  his  wise  providence 
the  Rev.  Domine  Rudolphus  Yarick,  and  our  church  is  thus  de 
prived  of  his  faithful  services.  lie  died  on  September  24,  (1694.) 
We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  four  churches  on  Nassau 
Island,  namely,  Amersfort,  Breuckelen,  Midwout  and  New 
Uytrecht,  after  mature  deliberation,  with  the  invocation  of  God's 
Name,  resolved  to  call  another  pastor,  or  at  least  to  request  you 
to  do  so,  to  take  the  place  of  our  former  one.  Our  remembrance 
of  the  faithful  services  of  Rev.  Casper  Van  Zueren,  our  former 
minister  here,  now  settled  at  Gouderak,  near  the  Goude,  prompts 
us  to  make  request  of  his  Reverence  again  to  come  to  us.  We  ac 
cordingly  call  and  offer  this  place  to  him,  as  we  herewith  do,  in 
behalf  of  our  churches.  We  promise  for  his  encouragement  to  in 
crease  the  salary  formerly  ffiven  to  him  bv  one  hundred  Carolus 

t>  «-  O  €-' 

guilders,  Holland  money ;  or  nine  hundred  guilders  per  year  in 
stead  of  eight  hundred,  as  before  —  all  in  cash  or  silver  money,  and 
to  be  paid  in  quarterly  installments. 

As  his  Reverence  is  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  pecu 
liar  circumstances  of  our  country  and  church,  he  can  be  the  more 
quickly  and  easily  persuaded.  Meantime,  we  have  not  neglected 
also  to  notify  his  Reverence  of  our  desire,  by  special  letters  sent 
to  him.  You  will  also  do  us  a  good  service  by  assisting  us,  by  a 
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simultaneous  call  and  letter  from  the  ( 'la-.-i-.  Hut  if  his  Reverence 
cannot  be  persuaded,  or  liar-  deceased,  then  the  Rev.  Classic  is  au 
thorized  to  call  some  one  else  for  the  service  of  onr  church.  They 
will  please  to  take  care  that  only  -neb  a  one  be  -cut  over,  who  is  of 
good  habits  and  sound  doctrine,  and  who  has  the  proper  abilities 
to  build  up  the  Church  of  (Jod;  who  will  shine  before  it  by  a  good 
example,  and  edify  it  and  watch  over  it.  If  his  Reverence  who 
shall  l>e  sent  over  could  also  preach  in  English,  it  would  be  still 
better,  for  such  ability  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  church  here. 
His  Excellency,  Mr.  Fletcher,  Governor  of  this  Province,  has  been 
informed  of  our  intention  and  Call,  and  has  approved  the  same 
and  also  promised  all  assistance. 

It  now  remains  to  specify  the  conditions  generally.  We  have 
promised  to  Domine  Casparus  Van  /uoren,  minister  at  Gouderak, 
and  do  promise  to  him  or  to  whosoever  may  be  called  and  sent  over, 
an  annual  salary  of  nine  hundred  guilders.  Holland  currency,  pay 
able  in  silver  and  not  in  grain,  or  merchandise,  or  wampum.  We 
will  also  pay  a  just  one-fourth  thereof  on  each  quarter  day.  His  sal 
ary  shall  begin  with  the  day  wheu  he  goes  to  sea  and  leaves  Holland. 
Jle  shall  have  free  passage  and  freight  for  himself  and  wife  and 
children  and  goods.  The  parsonage  is  a  very  excellent,  building 
and  stands  in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Midwout.  (  Flatbush  ).  and 
has  a  garden  and  sufficient  pasturage  for  three  animals.  He  shall 
also  have  free  fuel.  When  ho  preaches  at  New  Amersfort,  Breuck- 
elen  or  Xew  Tytrecht  —  for  there  is  a  sermon  at  one  or  the  other 
of  the.  four  vilhiges  every  Sunday  —  he  shall  be  taken  and  brought 
back  without  cost  to  himself.  To  meet  all  the  expenses  incurred 
by  his  call,  or  required  for  his  ordination,  we  enclose  a  dratt  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guilders.  If  anything  remains  over,  you 
mav  give  it,  in  our  name,  to  the  party  called.  Hut.  as  to  the  pas 
sage  and  freight  for  the  minister  and  his  goods.  this  shall  IK-  paid 
to  the  skipper  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  conies,  immediately  UJMHI 
his  arrival  here. 

We  request  voiir  Reverences  to  lie  kind  enough  to  send  us  a 
teacher  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  quicker  the  U-tt4'r.  Also,  let 
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him  be  one  who  lives  according  to  God's  teachings,  and  who,  there 
fore,  teaches  also  by  his  life.  We  promise  and  solemnly  agree  to 
show  him  all  due  honor,  as  well  as  his  salary,  so  that  he  may  both 
cheerfully  enter  upon  his  duties,  and  cheerfully  perform  them. 

This  request  and  rambling  letter  of  ours  goes  in  triplicate,  and 
by  three  different  routes,  to  prevent  any  interruption  by  its  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  thereby  delay,  to  the  frustration 
of  our  plans.  One  of  the  copies  goes  via  England  ;  the  second,  via 
Virginia ;  and  the  third,  via  Curacoa.  Either  of  these  is  to  be 
considered  the  original,  in  order  that  our  desires  may  be  accom 
plished  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  closing,  we  pray  God  to  bless  your  Reverences,  and  to  keep 
you  unto  length  of  days  in  the  service  of  his  Church.  And  may  we, 
as  the  recipients  of  the  heavenly  mysteries,  never  be  denied  the  in 
struction  of  the  divine  revelation  of  salvation.  Done  at  Breuckelen, 
in  our  Consistorial  meeting,  the  7th  day  of  May,  1695. 

Your  Reverences  willing  and  humble  servants  and  brethren  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Commissioners  of  the  churches  at  Amersfort, 
Breuckelen,  Midwout,  and  ISTew  Uytrecht. 

Dirck  Jansen  hls 

ClaesXWyckof 
feamuel  Kapelie 

mark 

Jores  Ilousen  Garret  Stoothoff 

Cornelius  Sueberingh  Carel  Van  Dyck 

Rynier  Aertsen  his 

,.      TT  Gvsbert  X  Thyszen 

Cornelius  Van  Brunt  mark 

Leffert  Pietcrsen  -  Lauen 

In  testimony  of  the  truth,  and  signed  in  our  presence, 

Henri cus  Selyns,  Minister  in  Isfew  York. 
Boele  Roelofs,  Elder  in  Xew  York. 

The  foregoing  document  of  call,  issued  to  the  Rev.  Caspanis 
Van  Zueren,  preacher  at  Gouderak  near  the  Goude,  or  in  case  of 
his  death  or  refusal,  to  be  issued  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
to  somebody  else;  together  with  the  approval  and  consent  of  his 
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Excellency,  Benjamin  Fletcher.  Governor  of  our  Province,  has 
been  communicated  to  us,  the  undersigned  Consistory  of  the  Dutch 
Church  at  Now  York.  Our  meeting  has  been  pleased  therewith, 
and  approves  of  and  agrees  to  the  Call  in  every  respect.  We  prnv 
that  God  may  bless  it,  and  that  a  man  may  be  sent  after  his  own 
heart,  to  tell  of  his  goodness,  and  expound  his  commandments,  and 
do  them.  Done  at  our  Consistorial  meeting.  New  York,  the  i:>th 
of  .May  UJJ»5. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  our  meet  inir. 

llenricus  Selyns,  Ecclesiastes  Xeo-Kboracensia. 

It  having  been  communicated  to  the  ( 'on-istories  of  Xe\v  Albany 
and  Schenechtade,  that,  with  the  previous  advice,  and  consent  of 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  Province,  the  four  churches 
on  Nassau  Island  have  called,  in  place  of  Domine  Rudolphus  Var- 
ick  deceased,  the  Rev.  Casparus  Van  Xueren,  minister  at  Gonderak, 
or  in  case  of  his  refusal  somebody  else,  who  is  to  be  called  by  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  the  said  Rev.  Consistories  cannot  but 
approve  of  >aid  call.  Thev  invoke  the  Lord's  rich  blessings  upon 
paid  churches.  Thus  done  in  the  name  of  all.  at.  New  Albany,  this 
20th  of  .May  Hi!*:,. 

Dellius. 

i  <;:•:,. 

For  want  of  tim*-  and  of  a  minister  the  coii-ent  ot  Ksopus  is, 
lacking  — 

(Defectu  temporis  et   ministri   deficit    con.-ensus    Ksopiclisis.) 
\Vhereas  the   Rev.    Consistory  of    New    York   has   taken   note  of 
this  document,  of  call    in    full   meeting,   and   has  approved    it.  by  a 
unanimous  vote-  and  with  applause:  our  Coii-istory  ha>  also  ln»en 
verv  much   plea.-ed    with    it.   especially   because   the    Rev.    Domine 
Casparus  Van  /ucreii,  well  known  to  all  of  u>.  has  been   invited 
therein  to  return,  on  account  of  his  ureat   virtue-  and  knowledge. 
Therefore  we  can   only   add   our  approval,   and    pray   G..d    f..r  his 
71 
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divine  blessing  thereon.     Done  at  our  Consistorial  meeting,  Har 
lem,  the  9th  of  May  1005. 

By  special  order  of  the  Consistory, 

Hcnricus  Selyns,  Minister  at  Xew  Harlem. 

Inasmuch  as  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  is  verv  near  to  our 
hearts,  and  in  the  hope  that  there  may  he  peace  and  no  strife  in 
the  church,  we  are  particularly  pleased  by  the  communication  of 
this  call,  and  the  approval  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  of 
the  before  mentioned  churches.  We  contribute  whatever  is  in  our 
power  in  its  behalf  and  willingly  second  the  said  approval.  May 
God  grant  that  all  calls  may  be  made  in  such  a  strain,  and  the  ser 
vice  in  the  churches  be  continued  according  to  the  laudable  rules  of 
the  church  in  the  Xetherlauds.  Done.,  in  our  Consistorial  meeting 
at  Bergen,  the  12th  of  May  1<;<>5. 

Li  the  mime  of  the  present,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  former 
( 'onsistory-men, 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister  at  Xow  Harlem. 

LONG  ISLAND. 

1695,  May  13. 

The  churches  on  Long  Island,  having  again  called  Domine  Van 
Zuiiren,  who  is  now  settled  at  Gouderach,  in  Holland, —  the  Church 
of  Xew  York  and  also  Governor  Fletcher  approved  of  the  same. 
Lib.  A.  87. 

IxEVKKKXD  MR.  DKLLIUS  TO  GOVERNOR  FLETCHER. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  Upon  Tuesday  the  20th  last  came  to  me  an 
Indian  named  Joseph  one  of  my  proselites  from  Canida  in  thirteen  days  time.  The 
last  fall  he  went  from  the  Maquaes  Castle  to  Onondage  to  assist  at  their  meeting 
in  the  name  of  the  Second  Castle  of  the  Maquaes  to  assist  and  consult  upon  the 
propositions  the  Indian  messengers  made  there  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  of 
Canida.  Our  Indians  perswaded  this  Joseph  to  go  along  to  Canida  with  the  mes 
sengers  to  see  how  affairs  went  there  so  soon  as  he  came  to  Mount  Renll  he  was 
very  coldly  received  and  was  not  permitted  to  speak  with  any  body.  The  second 
day  after  his  airivall  he  was  sent  to  Quebec  where  the  Governor  spoke  very  kind 
to  him  and  said  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  nn  enemy  and  a  spy  and  if  ever  he 
came  again  he  would  put  him  to  death  the  five  nations  haveing  deluded  him  so 
many  times  that  he  would  not  bear  of  any  offers  of  peace  for  he  was  certainly 
pt-rswaded  that  the  Five  Nations  hav?  innde  an  indissoluble  covenant  with  Cayen- 
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quiragoe  and  unle^se  in  the  space  of  two  inonTh-  fli.-r.-  came  two  of  every  nation 
to  comply  uith  him  h»  will  undoubtedly  fail  upon  them  with  an  army  ull  prvparn- 
cons  being  in.-ikin^  thereto. 

The  sai-l  Jo>eph  Informs  that  the  Coveniotir  of  Canlda  II.P!  s.-nt  to  tin-  French 
Maquuos  In«lians  to  ?>,  out  against  this  <Jo\  .-rnni.-nt  to  liriny  In  some  prisoners  to 
hi  forme  him  of  the  affaires  of  these  parts.  The  In. Hans  w.-i.-  unwilling  r.  goe  t.ut 
by  the  persuasion  of  the  Jesuits  three  small  partys  wi-nt  out  nml  two  party*  were 
returned  again,  before  Joseph  came  away  one  party  brought  In  three  of  my 
proselites  taken  at  their  hunting  pla. •«-.  the  otli.-r  party  brought  in  that  yoiuiK  man 
lately  tak.'ii  from  Cn-enl.ush  IH-I-IV  Albany.  I'.ein-  a-k.-d  wh.n  u,-ws  w<-re  at 
Albany  lit-  answi-n-d  th« n-  was  a  ^r<-at  many  old  Knulaml  soldiers  arrived  nt  Albany 
uiid  after  a  few  dayi-s  a  yri-at  many  mori-  wi-r«'  expected  and  that  your  Kxceilen«-y 
had  an  army  ready  to  p..-  and  destroy  «'adaracqul  and  another  army  to  Roe  aRaliiht 
Mount  Keall  with  a  licet  <,f  .xix  hundred  sail  of  s!ii|ps  to  attar.jue  Quebe.jue. 

Joseph  rej-orts  further  that  there  were  lifty  of  the  pro-elites  a  hunt  I  UK  together 
and  discovered  by  the  French  Maijuaes.  Thai  the  <;..vernour  had  sent  sixty  btish- 
loopers  \\ith  one  hundred  and  foiirty  Indians  (but  no  Freiu-h  Ma<piaes  Indians)  with 
expresse  order  not  to  take  a  prisoner  alive  but  kill  all.  Hefore  he  rume  from 
Mount  Kc.ill  there  was  news  that  the  partyes  were  mett  together  and  that  our 
Indians  were  upon  their  jruard  but  knows  not  what  Is  become  of  it. 

The  Indians  told  him  further  that  if  the  messengers  of  the  rive  nations  would 
(•<>i'ie  to  I'anida  the  clovernour  would  serve  them  as  our  Indians  served  ChevaltHT 
Deaux  and  his  company. 

This  Is  :ni  the  Relation  I  can  ::ive  your  F\ce|lency  from  this  proselite.  There 
arc  two  of  the  proselites  with  tw.i  Maqcae-  and  t  \\  o  Ki\er  Indians  this  last  week 
fc-one  to  Canida  to  tiu'lit  :>m!  to  see  if  they  can  take  a  prisoner.  Fpon  their  return 
your  Excellency  shall  lia\e  an  account:  they  have  promised  to  be  here  In  the  sp»«-e 
of  forty  dayes.  The  leader  of  the  party  is  one  Hrandiho  who  received  the  last  year 
a  present  of  cloaths  from  your  Fx«-eiiency.  I  h«ip.-  they  will  ha\e  -o.»d  successe. 
I  remain. 

Your  Kxeelleiiey's  11*0*1   h.smble  and   most   f.liedh-nt    s.-r\ant. 

DelllUR. 

Albany.  May  1'4,  HMO,.  1 '•"'•'•    N-    v-   lv-    1-r>- 

(.'iiUi:*--n  <>!•"  Xi-:\v   Vni;K. 

l»i'.'."i,  .1  lllic  5. 

rj'}u  final  accnuiiT  of  tiic  (  'Inirch-Huildrrs  \v;t-  pn-scr.ti-il,  <-ti'.  As 
t<-  the  hiiildinLr  of  tin-  tmvrr;  that  was  (IclVrrc-!  until  at'ti-r  we  an- 
inc(,rf)oratcd ;  or,  until  wo  arc  favon-d  with  th«-  privilogos  «-i  a 
Church-corporation  l.y  his  Kxc.<-llcncy,  (lov«-ni«.r  Flrtrlu-r.  '1  his 
rnuttor  is  a<rain  rcrommcndc'l  t<»  the  (.'oiniiiitt'-f  appointed  to  at- 
t<  rid  to  it. 

Domino  Solyn?  asked  that  the  arrearap-s  din-  him  U-  ].ai<l,  as  he 

needed  them.      Lib.  A.  ^7. 

1  •'.'.•."•.   . I  line. 

Thirty  {Blinds  wr-re  pai«l  to   Doinin.-  S.-lyns 
been  paid  iiini,  but  the  money  was  n«  ded  f,-r  th«     V'-t  of  In 
ratic>n.      Lib.  A.  87,  88. 
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LETTER  FROM  PKTER  DE  LA  XOY  RELATIVE  TO  GOVERNOR 
FLETCHER'S  CONDUCT. 

New  York  13th  June   l';!>~,. 


Sir.  At  his  first  arrivall  here  he  insinuated  into  the  Inhabitants  the  great  in 
terest  anil  credit  he  hail  at  Whitehall,  which  would  baffle  any  complaints  that 
could  be  made  against  his  administration  and  this  backed  with  the  grandeur  of  a 
Coach  and  six  horses  (:\  pomp  this  place  had  never  seen  in  any  former  Governor  no 
more  than  himself  been  used  to  it  in  his  own  Country.)  struck  such  a  terror  into 
the  people,  as  easily  prepared  them  for  the  pack-saddles  he  has  laid  upon  them. 
To  recount  all  his  arts  of  squeezing  money  both  out  of  the  publick  and  private 
purses  would  make  a  volume  instead  of  a  letter,  and  therefore  I  shall  only  mention 
some  few  of  the  stratagems  that  from  thence  you  may  guesse  of  this  Hercules-  by 
his  foot.  The  Assembly  as  is  usuall  to  new  Governors  made  him  a  complement, 
and  gave  him  a  penny  in  the  pound  of  the  inhabitants  estates.  The  Assessors 
observed  the  method  formerly  practised  in  such  cases,  but  his  Excellency  thinking 
the  some  not  sufficient  (though  it  amounted  to  above  six  hundred  pounds)  accused 
them  of  partlallity  and  threatened  to  comit  them  to  goal  for  not  assessing  the 
Inhabitants  high  enough.  He  takes  a  particular  delight  In  having  presents  made  to 
him,  declaring  he  looks  upon  them  as  marks  of  their  esteem  of  him.  and  he  keeps 
a  catalogue  of  the  persons  who  show  that  good  manners,  as  men  most  worthy  of 
his  favor.  This  knack  has  found  employment  for  our  silversmiths  and  furnished 
his  Excellency  with  more  plate  (.besides  variety  of  other  things)  than  all  our  former 
Governours  ever  received.  Such  clown!*  as  dont  practice  this  good  breeding,  fall 
under  his  frowns,  or  a  haughty  glance  of  his  eye  at  least,  if  they  dont  feel  the 
weight  of  his  hands. 


His  vanity  is  as  remarkable  as  iiis  other  quality*  1  have  mentioned  of  which  the 
following  instance  will  give  you  a  sufficient  proof.  In  February  1692/M.  when  the 
French  burnt  the  Maquasse  castles.  Col.  Fletcher  upon  the  news  of  it  embarked 
himselfe  and  some  trainbands  of  New  York  and  having  the  advantage  of  a  fair 
wind  arrived  in  two  days  at  Albany  which  is  distant  from  hence  one  hundred  and 
forty  four  miles;  from  Albany  he  went  to  Scheuectida  and  sent  his  men  to  Major 
Shuyler  who  comanded  the  party  in  the  Woods;  but  the  French  were  beaten  and 
run  away  before  these  men  came  up  to  Shuyler.  However  our  Generall  was 
resolved  not  to  lose  the  glory  of  his  expedition,  but  at  his  return  to  Albany  th<> 
Commander  of  that  Fort  was  ordered  to  draw  up  his  forces  in  their  arms  for 
receiving  his  Excellency  and  salute  him  with  the  discharge  of  all  the  great  guns. 
The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  ordered  to  make  an  humble  addresse  of  thanks  and 
a  present  for  his  so  speedy  coming  to  their  relief,  and  the  noble  exploits  he  per 
formed  for  them.  The  poor  people  had  abundance  of  gratitude  and  were  ready  for 
an  addresse,  but  pleaded  their  Impoverishment  by  the  war  against  making  a  present. 
The  Indians  who  are  a  very  discerning  people  saw  through  the  man,  and  comple 
mented  him  with  the  Indian  name  of  Kayemiuiragoe,  which  signifyes  ia  English 
Great  Swift  Arrow.  Iiis  Excellency,  who  never  was  wanting  to  set  a  full  value 
on  his  own  worth  construed  this  name  to  be  a  significant  acknowledgement  of  the 
swift  nesse  of  his  expedition  (which  by  the  way  he  was  beholden  to  the  wind  fort 
but  the  cunning  Indians  as  I  was  since  informed  designed  it  as  a  droll  upon  the 
man  and  his  vain  glory;  for  they  haveing  enquired  into  his  name  understood  that 
Fletcher  is  the  name  of  a  trade,  viz..  of  an  Arrowmaker,*  bestowed  that  Indian 
name  upon  him  as  a  sarcasticall  pun.  However  puffed  up  with  the  Albany  addresse 
and  the  Indian  complement,  he  returns  to  New  York,  where  his  tools  procured  him 
another  addresse  and  a  present  of  a  gold  cup  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 

*  1'lechier,    Fr.      An   arrow   maker. 
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which  they  took  up  at  interest  an.l  ,,«•«•  at  this  day.  This  Is  th-  fain.. us  expedition 
and  those  the  glorious  addresses  which  h.-  sent  o\,-r  t«>  the  Plantation  OftVe  In 
England  and  caused  to  be  printed  rh-r-v  f.,r  «pr.-.i.lliig  tin-  r.-:».iwn  of  his  American 
Achievements. 

We  have  a  pare, -11  of  ,,lrat.-s  in  these  ],;,ris  which  .p""l>I"'  '-a I!  th-  U.-d  Sen  men. 
who  often  get  ureat  booty  ,,f  Arabian  Cold.  His  i:\celU-m\v  gives  all  due  encourage 
ruent  to  these  men.  because  ll:.-y  make  all  due  acknowledgements  to  him;  mie 
Coats,  a  captain  of  this  honorable  order  pr.--.-nt.-d  his  Excellency  with  his  whip. 
whi«-li  his  Excellency  sold  f..r  eight  hundred  pounds  and  every  one  of  the  crew 
made  him  a  suitable  present  of  Arabian  Cold  for  his  proteetlon ;  on.-  Captain  Two., 
who  is  gone  to  the  Ked  Sea  iipi.u  the  -am,-  errand  was  before  his  departure  highly 
caressed  by  his  Kxeellen.-y  in  his  i-o.-H-h  and  -ix  horses  and  presented  with  a  «>dd 
watch  to  engage  him  to  tnak.-  New  York  his  p..rt  at  his  r.-tnrn.  Tw-.o  r.-tallati-d  the 
kindnessp  with  a  present  of  jew. -Us:  but  I  can't  learn  how  mu<-h  further  the  bargain 
proceeded;  time  must  shew  that. 

These  things  though  bad  eiioi.gh  in  any  o(li<-<-r  and  more  part  l«-ularly  In  the 
Covern.T  of  a  I'n>\  ince.  y.-t  me  thinks  arc  of  mn<-h  b-ss  malignity  than  what  I  am 
now  going  to  add.  and  that  is  the  base  and  Insolent  behavior  of  our  Covernor  t»r'd* 
n  Cenerall  Assomldy.  This  we  account  tli.-  barriert-  and  u'nard  of  our  llb.-rtys  and 
I>ro|>ertys,  but  it  signifies  v.-ry  II:  t|.-  sin.---  his  arrival!.  If  any  a«-t  for  tin-  benetlt 
of  the  people  be  desired  to  passe.  h«-  s.-lls  ii  ',.111  as  dear  as  h.-  .-an.  and  if  th.  y  will 
not  rise  to  liis  price  th,.y  must  goe  with- .ut  it.  The  pcojd.-  of  SopiM  1. 1  obtain  the 
Act  called  the  Houlting  A«-t  (whi«-!i  yo  i  iMid.-rstnnd  the  meaning  ofi  were  forced  to 
pay  several!  hundred  pounds.  ::nd  b<-<-ai:se  the  undertakers  for  tin-  m.in.-y  were 
puzzell'd  to  raise  it  by  any  other  mean."--,  they  jumbl'-d  it  with  the  puldlek  tax 
which  swelled  it  so  hi-.'!i  and  mad.-  if  so  heavy  as  had  \\ell  nk'h  ,»-.  -a  -i-n,  -d  a 
mutiny. 


Af'er  this  all  y..i:  will  perliajis  w..uder  when  I  t.-ll  you  that  this  mi-n'i  b<-||  rlngn 
twice  a  day  for  prayers  and  that  he  appears  v.  ith  a  L'reat  affeetai  ion  ..f  pb-iy.  but 
this  is  true,  and  it  is  as  true  that  It  makes  him  only  more  rldl'-uloe.*,  not  more 

respected. 

And  now  Sir  that  I  have  ioid  y..-i  our  d;s:empcr  y..u  will  •-.-•-lly  -u.-sse  at  tho 
cure  v.e  desire.  It  is  th,.  removal  of  this  man.  ai:d  we  arc  not  s.db-ltous  whether 
he  is  L'cntly  recalled  or  falls  li.to  di^-rae...  ««o  we  are  rid  of  liim.  If  I  may  presume 
to  tell  you  my  thoughts  what  would  be  for  the  safety  of  these  coiintreys  I  wish  hl« 
Majesty  would  place  a  Cenerall  Covernor  over  New  Kn^-land.  New  York  and  the 
J.-rseys,  so  as  the  Assemblys.  Courts  of  .Judicature  and  Laws  of  the  respective 
colonys  may  rcmaine  and  be  k"pt  separate  rnd  cnilre  as  they  now  arc;  for  our 
laws  and  manner  of  trade  arc  different  from  one  another  and  tin-  .llitiiii«-«-  betwixt 
us  would  make  very  urn-ash-  for  the  r«-i  of  the  Pro\  inc.-s  to  report  to  nny  one  for 
d .moil  justice.  Kut  a  Vnlon  under  one  Co\ern..r  w.uld  be  very  eonv.-nl.-m  and 
particularly  In  tlm.-  of  w.ir.  and  be  a  terror  to  the  French  of  Can:n!n.  \\  li- 
n  boldness,-  purely  from  our  dhMons  Into  separate  bodb-s  and  i  he  ph|iie«  ihat  an- 
too  eomon  amontrst  th.-  s.-venill  Covernors  of  which  the  French  don't  want  a  con- 


t  K.-nnetCs    Itllillot  hecae    Amerlcanne    I'rln.or.lla    glv.-s    the    f..'l 

probably   the  title   of  the  pamphlrt:      "A   .lournal   of  the   late  adlon-   of   th--   Kn-iirh 
at    Canada    wltti    the    manner  of   their   b.-lni:    r.-pulxed    by    his    F.\.-e!len«-y    Henjamln 
I'letcher      their    Ma  lefties'     C..venior    of     New     Y-.rk.     Impartially     r.-lnted    tiy    <'<»l. 
Nk-holns    Ueyard.     arid     Lieutenant     C.diuu-1    Charles    I.odowlck.     « li«»    attended     hN 
Excellency  during  the   whole  expedition.      To   which   I"  Hddcd:      1.    An    Account   of  the 
Present  State  ami   Strength   of   Canada.   gl\.-n   by   two    iHitehluen.    who  hnvi-   been   a 
long  time   prisoners   there.    !1M.|    now   made   their  escape.     "J.    The    Examination   of  a 
French    Prisoner.      •"••    His    I'xcellency    Henjamln    Fletchcr>    Speed,    i. 
4.   An  Address  from   the  Corporation 'of  Albany,   to  hl«   F.\'--!lcncv 
for    hln    F:\.-ellen.-y-s    early    assistance    for    th-lr    Kell-f.       Licensed    Sept. 
London.   Printed   for  Kb-h.-trd   Hnldwin,   I'KHl.     -»t".   P.  ^-  ". 
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stant  intelligence.  Besides  such  a  Union  under  one  Generall  Governor  will  be  a 
meaues  of  making  an  easie  conquest  of  Camilla,  which  if  effected,  would  make  his 
Majesty  Emperor  of  North  America  secure  the  sole  trade  of  Beaver  to  England, 
and  defray  its  whole  charge  out  of  the  booty  to  be  found  there.  To  satisfy  you  I 
don't  say  this  at  a  venture  I  doe  assure  you  the  English  in  these  Colouys  out 
number  the  French  of  Canada  uo  lesse  than  in  the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one, 
and  what  might  not  such  a  force  united  effect  against  so  small  a  body,  and  yet 
this  handfull  of  French  are  continual!  thornes  in  our  sides;  which  is  wholly  owing 
to  our  separate  government.  Sir,  besides  your  own  comands,  I  have  been  im 
portuned  by  many  Gent,  of  this  Province  to  give  you  an  account  of  our  circum 
stances,  and  to  beg  your  advice  and  assistance  to  deliver  us  out  of  'em.  which  will 
be  a  charitable  and  generous  act,  to  the  whole  Province,  and  the  greatest  pleasure 
to  as-  well  as  obligation  upon,  Sir, 

Your   most  humble  servant. 

iSi-ned)  I'.    I>.    LA    Nov.* 

—  Col.  Docs.   N.  Y.  iv.  I'l'l.  L^U.  ±2:).  1>24. 


SYNOD  OF  XOKTII  HOLLAND.  Aug.  4.  IGt.C*.  at  Xomi. 
Article  7. 

Ad  Art.  8.  Speaking  of  the  Indian  Churche- :  the  ~Uev.  Depu 
ties  reported  in  regard  to  what  had  been  given  them  in  charge, 
First:  they  had  been  commissioned  to  present  the  necessity  of  the 
churches  and  preachers  of  Xew  York,  to  his  Royal  Majesty  of 
Great  Britain,  (William  III),  but  on  examining  into  the  matter 
more  closely,  they  had  discovered  that  a  great  part  of  the  grievances 
of  tho-e  brethren  had  been  affronts  and  violence  which  they  had 
suffered  at  the  downfall  of  the  preceding  administration;  but  this 
had  been  taken  away  by  the  government  now  established  in  that 
land  on  the  part  of  the  King:  that  the  other  inconveniences  were 
beginning  to  adjust  themselves  favorably:  in  particular  regarding 
the  Rev.  Dellius  and  Selyns;  and  that  Rev.  Varick  had  died.  In 
their  opinion,  therefore,  there  was  no  matter  of  sufficient  weight 
and  emphasis,  now,  about  which  to  trouble  the  King;  that  they 
had  also  spoken  to  his  Excellency,  the  Commissioner  Fagel,  and 
to  Councillor  Schuilenburg,  about  the  business,  ami  that  their  ad 
vice  had  been  of  the  same  character.  Therefore  they  had  omitted 
the  preparation  of  a  petition  to  His  Majesty,  and  they  hoped  that 
Synod  would  approve  of  their  action. 

This  signature  is  cancelled  in  the  original. 
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PKTITIM.V   OF   Tin:    UI.KMKMII*    hrrrH    Ciiri:«'ii    <>F   XK\V   YORK 
<  'ITY   i  MI;    \  (  'II.\I:TI:I:. 

1095.  Juno  1'.'. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Mini-ter,  Klders  ;ui«l  Deacon-  «>f  the- 
Dutch  Church  in  thi-  city  <  New  V..rk  )  in  order  t«>  become  a  (  '->r- 
poration. 

To  hi-  Excellency,  lien  jamin  Fletcher,  Captain-General  and 
Governor-in-Chief  of  hi-  Majesty's  province  of  New  York  and  tcr- 
ritnrie?  and  tract <  nf  land  there. >n  <lc]iemliuLr.  in  America,  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  pame :  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Pommander- 
in-(  'hief  of  the  Military  and  all  the  Force-,  hy  sea  and  land,  within 
his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  all  the  Forces  and  Places 
of  Strength  within  the  Same:  and  Council: 

The  hnnihle  petition  «>f  the  Minister,  Klders  and  Deacon-  nf  the 
Dutch  Protestant  Conirre^ratinn  in  the  City  «.f  Xcw  Y«»rk.  m«-t 
humbly  showeth : 

That  vour  Excellency's  petitioner-  ha\'e  ti>r  these  thirty  MPT 
years  ]>ast.  as  well  by  the  Article-  nf  Surrender  i  li'.f.  1)  nf  this 
Province  to  the  Crown  of  Kiiirland.  as  l»y  the  several  irrant-  and 
concessions  rd'  the  respective  ( invei-n<.r-  that  have  succeeded  to  the 
administration  of  the  ()«>\ crnnient  of  the  -anie  durinir  the  said 
time,  have  held,  used  and  enjoyed,  the  ri^lit.  privilege  and  Itenefit 
of  a-senihlini:-  together  for  the  pnhlic  \v«>r-hip  and  service  ..t  (l"d, 
according  tn  the  Constitution  and  Direction^  «\  the  Uelnrmed 
Chnrche-  in  Holland.  ap|>r«.ve.l  and  instituted  by  the  i 
Dort  :  and  for  the  better  pertWrnanei-  «-f  ihe  -aid  divine  -ervice, 
have  at  their  own  proper  c<.-t  and  charge,  made  and  erc<-ted  a  public 
edifice  or  church,  and  do  like-wise  Imld.  pos-e-s  and  enj..y  -un-lry 
messuages  and  tenement,-,  within  the  -aid  city  «'|  NYw  \urk,  as 
well  as  the  Manor  of  Furdham  within  the  county  of  \Vestchcster, 
and  other  farms  within  the  said  Province,  which  with  great  out 
and  chai'Li'e-  they  have  obtained. 

And  your  KxcellencyV-  petitioner-,  t: 
necessity  of  having  the  -aid  ri-ht-.  beiielits.  privile-      and  proper- 
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ties  now  possessed  and  enjoyed,  as  aforesaid,  well  secured  in  the 
law,  not  only  for  the  present  ease,  commodity  and  advantage  of 
those  who  are  at  present  members  of  the  communion  of  the  said 
Protestant  Chnrch  or  Congregation ;  but  also  that  their  successors 
forever,  may  be  persons  capable  in  the  Law  to  hold  and  enjoy  the 
same,  without  any  further  trouble  or  molestation  whatsoever :  to 
that  end,  therefore,  they  become  most  humble  suppliants  to  your 
Excellency, 

MOST  HOI  ELY  PRAY 

That  your  Excellency  would  be  favorably  pleased  to  order  his 
Majesty's  grant  of  confirmation  unto  your  Excellency's  petitioners, 
of  all  the  premises,  and  to  make  them  and  their  successors  forever 
capable  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same,  by  Incorporating  the  members 
of  the  said  Dutch  congregation  into  a  Body  Politic  and  Corporate., 
in  deed,  fact  and  name,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  THE  MINIS 
TERS,  ELDERS  AND  DEACONS  OE  THE  REFORMED 
PROTESTAN  T  I ) C TCII  CII URCII  OE  THE  CITY  OF  NEW 
YORK  " : 

And  as  such  they  may  hold  and  enjoy  all  the  benefits,  rights, 
privileges,  advantages,  both  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion 
and  divine  service  and  worship,  according  to  the  Rules  aforesaid; 
and  also  in  the  holding  and  enjoying  of  all  other  properties,  rights 
and  advantages,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as  are  held,  used, 
occupied  and  enjoyed,  by  any  corporation,  or  body  politic  and  cor 
porate,  within  his  Majesty's  realm  of  England  and  this  Province, 
under  such  moderate  rent  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Council  shall 
seem  meet  and  convenient: 

And  your  Excellency's  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray,  etc.  Signed  by  these,  June  19,  1095. 

llenricus  Selyns,  Minister. 

•John  Do  Pey.-ter,  Deacon.        William  Beekman,  Elder 
Jyeobns  Kip,  "  Johannes  Xerfbyl,       " 

Isaac  De  Forest,         " 
I-aac  De  Riemer,       " 
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Aers  <•!•  TIM-:  ('i..\>si>  ()!••  AMSTKRI»AM. 
The  Church   nf    NYw    York. 

i  «;!).">,  Sept.  r.th. 

Further,  the  Rev.  Deput.  a.l  Keeles.  Kxferas  communicated  t-> 
the  Kev.  Classis  a  certain  lett.-r,  -cut.  hy  the  church  of  New  York. 
It  stated  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Rudolphu- 
Varick,  late  minister  there,  (on  Long  Island.)  counsel  had  been 
taken  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  regarding  the  tilling  of  that  vacant 
place.  They  had  let  their  thought-  again  contemplate  the  calling 
of  another  capable  mini.-ter,  and  they  liad  unanimously  lighted  on 
the  Rev.  Domine  Casparus  van  Xiieren,  formerlv  their  faithful  and 
much  heloved  minister,  and  who  is  now  minister  at  (muderak,  jusi 
outside  of  the  city  of  (loiida.  '1'hey  had  formerly  very  courteously 
made  request  to  him,  and  called  him  ;  vea,  had  urged  upon  him,  the 
service  of  their  church,  under  flattering  conditions,  according  to 
letters  addressed  to  him  in  the  name  of,  and  by  order  of  the  mem 
bers  of  the  Con>istorv,  assembled  together;  and  hi-  name  is  .-till 
of  blessed  memorv  anion^  them  all.  Uut.  in  ca.-e  he  him-elt  might 
not  find  it  seasonable  now  to  come,  or  had  no  inclination  thereto, 
they  were  sure  of  his  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  church, 
and  would,  therefore,  verv  politelv  urire  him  to  request  .-ume  one 
else  to  iro  thither.  He  would  thus  kindly  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
the  ChiMsis  of  Am.-terdam  in  lliis  Imsim--.  All  tin-  appeal'.-  in  a 
letter  of  said  Rev.  (  'a-paru-  Xiieren.  -ent  to  them  (the  ( 'lassis) 
for  the  purpose  of  pre-mting  his  courteim-  and  reasonable  excuse, 
namely,  his  feebleness  and  indisposition. 

r>\\\  th<-  Rev.  (iroenewoiidt,  S.S.  Min.  ('andidat.  of  Roil.-rdam, 

having  been  recomnn-nded,  the  Rev.  A--embly  in  a« rdance  with 

the  request  of  -aid  ehiireh,  has  so  far  int.re-te.I  it-elf  therein,  that 
it  direct«.'d  it-  Deputali  ad  Feele-.  Fxtera-.  -«•  far  as  they  could, 
to  gather  in  formal  ion  regard  inir  the  (jualitieali"iis  of  tin-  said 
Kov.  (Jrocnewondt.  and  to  invite  him  to  c«»me  hither  at  ii:r  time 
of  the  next  P-ular  ('las-is.  Thi-  will  b«- on  Oetob.r  :ird.  <  10IO.) 
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They  will  then  consider  him,  with  other  "  commendat  and  arrange 
the  matter  in  such  a  manner,  as  they  shall  deem  suitable,  for  the 
best  welfare,  edification  and  happiness  of  the  said  church  in  Xew 
York,  (viz.  the  united  churches  on  Long  Island,  of  Brooklyn,  Flat- 
bush,  Flatlands,  and  Xew  Utrecht.)  viii.  239-240. 

Call  to  Xew  York  (viz.  to  the  churches  of  Kings  Co.  L.  I.) 

1095,  Oct.   3rd. 

Regarding  Rev.  Groenewoudt,  whereof  see  previous  Acta,  Rev. 
Deput.  ad  Eccles.  Exteras  report,  that  he  had  no  inclination 
towards  the  service  of  the  churches  in  foreign  lands.  Wherefore 
the  Rev.  Classis  concluded,  in  order  to  offer  a  speedy  and  helpful 
hand  to  this  vacant  church  in  Xew  York,  (viz.  Kings  Co.  L.  I.) 
to  consider  other  parties,  and  accordingly  nominate  Rev.  Francis- 
cus  Wyngaarden,  and  Rev.  William  Lupardus.  Of  these  two, 
there  was  elected,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  Rev.  William  Lupardus. 
This  was  announced  to  him,  and  being  accepted  by  him  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  it  wa-  decided  to  have  the  final  examination  three 
weeks  from  to-day,  which  will  be  October  24th,  unless  there  be 
some  impediment.  There  was  assiirned  him,  for  a  subject  —  text, 
by  Rev.  Domine  Examiner,  Jlfbr.  10:  IS,  "'  Xow  where  remission 
of  tlir-H'  is,  there  is  no  more  offering  for  sin  ".  viii.  242. 

Cor.  \ci  i.  JOUKXAT.,  X.  Y.     TOO."),  OCT.  1C.     Sabbath  Observance. 
Fletcher,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council  against  the  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  day;  Council  Journal  82.  Read  etc.  Amended,  — 
(Provided  that  this  law  shall  no  ways  extend  to  any  native  or  free 
Indian  within  this  Province  not  professing  the  Christian  religion) 
and  (or  to  do  any  other  act  of  necessity)  —  to  come  in  after  travel 
on  the  Lord's  day.  Sent  back  to  Assembly,  October  17.  Enacted 
October  22.  Council  Journal,  82,  S3,  84. 
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ACTS  OK  THK  CI.\>MV  <(1.   AMSTKKI»AM. 

KeV.    \\  !l  Ham    Lupardu-. 

\^:>.  On.  2-lth. 

Eov.  William  Lupardns.  called  a<  mini-ter  to  •  !,,.  dmivli  in  Xew 
York,  (viz.  Kinirs  ('«-.  !..  I.)  appeared,  in  pursuance  i.f  the.  resolu 
tion  of  the  Claris  last  held,  iW  his  final  examhiation.  II.-  treated 
hi  an  able  manner  the  text  as-iirned  him,  Ilebr.  1<»:  U.  In  his 
jin.-wers  to  the  questions  pmpo-ed  to  him,  he  .-In. wed  himself  ortho 
dox,  and  conducted  himself  in  such  a  \vay,  that  the  As.-emblv  ad 
mitted  him  to  the  aenial  ordination,  saving,  however,  that  thev  ex 
pected  further  diliirence  and  .-tirrin--  np  of  his  irifts.  This  the 
Kev.  Examiner  iira'ed  upon  him.  Whereupon  the  (ordination)  im 
mediately  followed,  jitter  he  had  signed  tin-  u-ual  formula<^  of 
Concord.  The  rich  hlessinir  of  the  i:raee  of  the  Most  Hiirh  was  in- 
voked  upon  him,  for  the  duties  of  his  mini^trv.  The  Assemhlv 
then  seperated  with  tharik-iriviiii:  to  (Jod.  viii.  L'!-'!. 

Ni-.w  Vm.Mv  r.\i»!-:i:   I.KISI.KIJ. 

From  arc-mint  of  M«--r-.  i.Ia'-o hi  I,<-i-].-r,  ( .1  r.  )  and  from  (Jov- 
erneiir's  account  of  (Jrievances  at  New  York,  from  Srpirmh«T  1st 
lO'.'J  t«j  Octoher  :)1,  l»;!>r». 

1K.  That  the  Dutch  ministers  in  the  Province  did  preach  airainst 
the  actors  in  the  Revolution  under  ('apt.  Jacoh  Leisler's  command, 
by  what  instigation,  they  know;  that  they  had  deserved,  hy  thoir 
rebellion,  irreat  punisliment,  and  were  to  acknowledge  iheii1  faults; 
the  people,  sensible  of  their  just  cau-e,  could  not  endure  to  hear  such 
sermons ;  they  were  opposer-.  of  the  Kevolution.  The  Minister  of 
Xew  York,  (Selyn-)  could  not  find  it  in  hi-  heart  to  jiray  for  tlieir 
Majesties,  as  was  required,  till  ('apt.  Jacob  Leisler  did  -rive  him 
a  fonn.  At  the  arrival  of  (lovenmr  Sloiiirliter,  when  ('apt.  I.ei-ler 
arid  all  under  him,  ,i<  much  a^  ihe\'  could  jjet,  were  imprisoned,  lit! 
(Selvns)  was  overjoyed,  and  took  his  text  out  of  P-alni  L'7,  "  I  had 
fainted  unle«s  I  had  hop<-d  to  see  the  Lr<><'dnes-  of  tin-  Lord  in  tin- 
land  of  the  livinir;  "  and  Saul-like,  had  a  <jood  like  in  the  dest.rucr 
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tion  of  the  innocent ;  and  how  instrumental  at  the  time  of  execution 
(lie  was)  is  notorious. 

The.  minister  at  Albany  (Dell ins)  denieth  to  pray  for  the  King; 
did  it  only  for  the  crown  ;  would  observe  no  orders  of  Capt.  Leisler ; 
kept  correspondence  with  a  Jesuit  in  Canada,  which  Jesuit  by  a 
letter,  called  him  "  Amiens  honoratissimns  "  :  and  that  they  had 
only  war  with  such  who  were  not  at  the  side  of  the  King;  (that 
Dellius)  inflamed  the  people  much  against  Capt.  Leisler,  made  him 
black  by  his  letters  to  Europe,  of  which  he  himself  was  ashamed; 
(that  he)  boasted  that  one  of  such  letters  could  destroy  him,  (and) 
was  bitterly  against  the  Revolution.  Page  211J. 

The  minister  of  Nassau  Island  (Varick)  is  deceased;  (he)  was 
first  for  the  Revolution,  and  brought  the  country  to  act  unani 
mously  ;  but  afterward,  being  seduced,  was  brought  to  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  created  division;  (he)  was  suspected  by  the  people, 
especially  about  a  contrivance  to  take  the  fort,  for  which  lie  was 
tried,  condemned,  fined,  imprisoned,  and  upon  subjection  to  Capt. 
Leisler,  released  without  fine;  for  this  was  much  affected  (was  very 
zealous)  to  Capt.  Leislers  execution,  and  made  intolerable  ser 
mons,  and  died  without  the  least  reconciliation.  Col.  Docs.  iv. 
211). 

REQUEST  OF  REV.  Joux  MILLER,   BRITISH  CHAPLAIN,  FOR  THE 

KING'S  FARM. 

Extract  from  Rev.  John  Miller'?  Book,  asking  for  the  King's  Farm. 

1005. 

"  That,  his  ]\raj;-sly  will  please  to  give  him  the  farm  in  Xew  York 
commonly  called  the  King's  Farm,  for  a  seat  for  himself  and  his 
successors,  which  though  at  present  a  very  ordinary  thing,  yet  will 
it  admit  of  considerable  improvement;  and  since  this  farm,  renting 
at  present  for  sixty  bushels  of  wheat  per  annum,  in  the  whole  at 
four  shillings  per  bushel,  amounting  to  twelve  pounds  Xe\v  ^  ork 
money,  is  at  present  nn  advantage  to  the  Governor,  that  1  may  not 
seem  to  care  im\v  much  I  impoverish  the  Governor,  so  I  enrich  the 
bishop.  T  fin-liter  propose  that  the  bishop  be  obliged  when  himself 
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is  not  governor  to  render  an  equivalent  to  tin-  present  rent,  either 
by  irivinir  yearly  s.i  many  loads  of  hay,  or  hy  settling  so  nmeh  land 
where  he  pleases,  within  t\vo  mil.-  ,.f  \(-\v  York,  a-  -hall  !>«•  suHi- 
cient  for  thai  purpose.  <  r  »n  pay  tin-  sum  of  money  it-.-lf,  which 
shall  he  heM  approved  «.i'  ".  p.  o^.  X.  Y.  Col.  1  Ws.  iv.  ]v-_».  (A 
full  accuiint  of  the  Miller  «  pilule  mav  he  foun.!  in  IJishop  IVrrv's 
Hi~t.  Am.  (Epis.)  Church,  i.  l<;n  l.  Miller's  hook.  1,  ft  in  MS., 
was  puhlMied  in  1S43,  undi-.-  the  i.itlc;  "  A  I  h-scription  of  the 
Pp.vinee  a!«d  City  of  X.-VA-  York,  v.itli  j>lan-  of  the  City  and  sev 
eral  Forts  a<  they  exi-ted  in  tin- year  !»'»!>.">.  Svo.  Lond.'i«.  Thomas 
Rodd,  i^i-'J.  Set  (rowan  >  Hihliotheca  Americana;  al.-o  a  new 
edition  with  an  introdnetion  and  eopions  historical  notes  hv  .lohn 
Ciilmary  Shea,  L.  !..!>..  pnlrlJj-h'd  1>\'  (Jou'an  in  X<-w  Yorl-;  in  1S»>J. 
See  also  Am.  <'\\.  lli-t.  Series,  viii.  100-110.) 

MEMORIAL  OF  ?.Ii:ssi:s.    HKOOK   AM>   Xirm.i.N  TO  THK    I. onus  OF 

TUADK. 

.l.tii.    7th.    KV.K;. 
To  tbo   Kl^'ht   Ilonorahlo  His  >!n.i«-s:yis  rojiniilssirnn-rs  f«-r  Tni-U-  mnl   I'lantat lon«    - 

Tlu-  aircnts  f(,r  N»-\v  York  huinlily  r. •pr.-si-nt.  tli.-it  Ii:i\!n-  !>•  ••••.!  -.,-nr  fr-.m  N,.w 
Y«Tk  by  fh<'  Governor,  C«.ini'-i!  :im!  As-.-iiit.!y.  t«.  hiy  J..-f.in-  1:1-  M:i|-sty  ;h.-  Stato 
<i{  the  CMUIIT  ri*y,  and  liuint>ly  '<>  i»r:iy  Tlint  furtht-r  asslsiain'i-  may  In-  ^Ivi-n  that 
t'r'>\\i\<-"  a^:!in«r  th«-  J>cn<-h.  ilit-y  have  jmrsuant  t<>  thrir  Instructions  ami  your 
Lonlshlj.ps  dirc<-ti'j!is  proposed  s«'\«ra!  matters  as  m-'-cnsary  for  that  piirpono. 
wh»T»Mipi-n  di\<-rs  <ir<!''rs  iiimn  your  L'-nl-hipps  rcprcsi'titat i»n  to  UN  Majt-^ty  have 
IM  en  plvcn  for  tin-  st  rcnjrth'iii!^  that  '  !<>vfrniii"iit  niralnst  tli«-  Fn-m-li. 

I'.iit  In  as  Miii'-h  as  no  (Hr.-'-tU'iis-  liavc  t.ccn  as  yet  t'lv<-n  upon  tin-  following  hi*g<U 
vhl<h  th-  -:ii<l  Au'i.nts  hav  ihunililyi  laid  lM-f.,n-  y..nr  Lnnlshlpps.  \lz. 

1    . 


<?.  That  sonic  hardy  youths  of  -,'ood  natural!  parts  Hnd  \v.-ll  understanding  Ornm 
mar  may  be  sent  over  to  reside  aiming  the  Indians  and  learn  their  languaK*'- 

7.  That  some  F.njjllsh  <  ler^ry  may  1 ncoura^'d  to  dwell  for  mum-  thu«»  amoncnt 

those  people  to  endea\or  their  conversion  to  the  I'rotefttant  Hell^'lon.  ("ol.  I»oca. 
N.  Y.  iv.  ^.VJ. 

THII:I»  ( 'ITY  YKSTKY  ( 'IH»M:N. 
(Names  -  f    Kpiseopaliais-   in    I'alics.  ) 

i •;:»•;.  Jan.  M. 

Clmreh    Wardens:      Wm.     i'inhorne,    Stephen    Vj-n    Cortlandt. 
\'.-.'trnnen  :     Xainm  I  Hurt,-.  J>  lm  Cruukf.  ,/<t*.  A'r.  it*.  Oil'-*  (Jan- 
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dineau,  Nat.  Marstin,  Wm.  Moms,  Lawrence  Itcade,  John  Van 
Cortlandt.  Dirck  Yanderburg,  Ebcnrzer  WiJ-son. 

PETITION  OF  CERTAIN  EPISCOPALIANS  TO  PURCHASE  GROUND  FOR 
AN  ENGLISH  CHURCH  IN  XEW  YORK  CITY. 

1GOC,  March  10. 

"To  his  Excellency  BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Captain  Gen 
eral  and  Governor-in-Cheife  of  the  Province  of  !Ne\v  York,  Prov 
ince  of  Pennsylvania,  County  of  .Now  Castle,  and  all  the  Tracts 
of  Land  depending  thereon  in  America,  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the 
same,  etc. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitant?  of  the  City  of  Xcw  York, 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  — 
HUM'BLY  SHEWETII 

That  Whereas  yr  Petitioners  are  Desirous  to  build  a  Church 
within  the  Citty  for  the  use  of  the  Protestants  of  the  CTiurch  of 
England,  and  having  mett  with  great  encouragement  from  severall 
good  Protestants  in  order  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  same, 

Therefore  yr  Excell.  Petitioners  do  humbly  pray  that  yr  Excell. 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  a  Lycence  to  yr  Petitioners  to  purchase  a 
small  piece  of  Land  Lyeing  without  the  Xortli  gate  of  the  said 
Citty,  betwixt  the  King's  Garden  and  the  burying  Place,  and  to 
hold  the  same  in  mortmain,  and  thereon  to  build  the  said  Church, 
as  also  to  take  and  receive  all  Voluntary  Contributions,  and  to 
do  all  other  Lawfull  acts  and  things  for  the  Effecting  the  same,  and 
yr  Excellency's  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  etc. 
Tho.  Clark  Will.  Morris 

Kobt.  Lurting  Ebenezer  Will  son 

Jeremiah  Tothill  Will.  Merrett 

Caleb  Heathc-ntr  Ja.  Emott 

.lames  Evctts  U.  A.-hfield 

10  March  lG05/r» 
Granted. 


OF  THE  STATK  OF   NKW    YORK.  11 3."* 
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(It  will  bo  observed  that  only  three  of  those  men  wore  in  the 
Ctiy  Vestry,  viz.,  Evetts,  Morris  ami  Willson.  See  under  date 
Nov.  -2.  Hiiiti.) 

COUNCIL  JoriiN'AL.      (Fletcher's  address.) 
The  Chapel  in  tho  Fort.      Now  York. 

H'JOr,,  April  7. 

His  Majesty  has  by  hi-  royal  letter  recommended  to  us  the  build 
ing  of  y.  Chapel  in  thi-  fort;  a  former  Assembly  took  some  notic<» 
of  it ;  I  hope  you  will  not  l>o  wanting  in  your  parts  to  forward  and 
finish  it.  p.  89. 

'•  April  IT.  Ordered  —  Lt.  Col.  MY.nvielle dc-siro 

the  Assembly  to  take  into  consideration  the  debts  of  the  govern 
ment  and  the  Chapel.  \*'2. 

"  April  iM).  The  A-sembly  desire«l  a  Committee  to  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  debts  of  the  jroveniment,  and  charir*'  of  the  Chapel 
against  tho  next  session.  '.):>. 

Whereupon  his  Kxeelleney  and  the  Council  do  think  fit  and 
necessary  for  his  .Majesty's  service,  the  Assembly  do  pp-eeed  im- 
modiatelv  ujton  th<'  accounts  of  the  Lr"Vernment  and  the  Chapel. 
Ordered,  Col.  Lt.  Cortlandt,  Col.  Xi«-h..la-  Uayard,  William  1'in- 
horne,  Ks<j.  and  Col.  Caleb  Heatheote  l>o  a  committee  of  the  Coun 
cil  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  As-embly  at  (  »\.  lleathcotes 
chamber  this  afternoon  thereupon.  And  that  Lt.  Col.  Monvillc 
deliver  this  answer  to  the  Assembly  and  desire  that  they  will  ap 
point  a  committee  of  their  house  accordingly. 

April  i'().  The  Committee  of  the  Assembly  refuse  i.i  treat  of 
finishing  the  (  'hapel.  having  no  direction,  from  th.-ir  hou<o  to  med 
dle  aiiv  further  than  the  account-  of  the  government. 
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THE  TWO    EAULIEST    ECCLESIASTICAL  CHARTERS  IN  NEW   YOKK.* 

THE    DUTCH    CHURCH,    1696.  THE    ENGLISH    CHURCH,    1607. 


CHARTER  OF  THE  REFORMED  DUTCH 
CHURCH   OF   NEW   YORK,   1096, 

May  11.     (Patents,  vii.  25  seq.) 


I.  Name    and 
Reference 
Charter. 


Title    of    King,    ami 
to     Petition     for     a 


William  the  Third,  By  the  grace 
of  God.  King  of  England,  Scot 
land,  France  and  Ireland.  De 
fender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall 
coine,  sendeth  greeting: 


CHARTER     OF    TRINITY    CHURCH      (EPIS 
COPALIAN)       OF      NEW      YORK,      1697, 

May  <!.     (Patents,  vii.  82  seq.) 

I.  Name  and  Title  of  the  King, 
and  Reference  to  Ministry  Act  of 
1C!):;  with  Assertion  that  it  estab 
lished  the  Church  of  England. 

Gulielmus.  tertius,  Del  Gratia  An- 
gliae  Scotia  e  Franciae  et  Hiber- 
niae.  Rex  ridei  Defensor.  etc.  To 
all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall 
come,  sendeth  greeting: 


Whereas:  Wee  have  been  in 
formed  by  the  humble  peticon  <>*-' 
our  loving  Subjects,  Henricns 
Selyns,  (Nicholas  Bayard.  Ste- 
phanus  van  Cortlant.U  William 
Beeckman.  Johannes  Kerbyle; 
Joannes  DC  Peyster,  Jacobus 
Kipp,  Isaac  DC  foreest,  and  Isaac 
De  Reymer.  the  present  Minister, 
Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch 
Protestant  congregacon  in  our 
City  of  New  yorke.  presented  to 
our  trusty  and  wellbeloved  Ben 
jamin  Fletcher  Our  Captaine 
Generall  and  Governour  in  Chief  e 
of  Our  Province  of  New  Yorke 
and  Territoryes  depending  there 
on  in  America,  That  the  said 
Minister.  Elders.  Deacons  and 
the  other  members  in  com 
munion  of  the  said  Dnlch  pro- 
testant  congregacon  in  Our  said 
City  of  New  yorke, 


Whereas  by  an  act  of  Assembly 
made  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign, 
entitled.  "  An  Act  for  settling  a 
Ministry,  and  raising  a  Mainte 
nance  for  them  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  County  of  Richmond.  West- 
chester.  and  Queen's  County": 
among  other  things  therein  con 
tained  it  is  enacted,  that  there  shall 
be  called,  inducted  and  established, 
a  good  sufficient  Protestant  Minis 
ter,  to  officiate  and  have  (Tie  care 
of  souls  within  our  said  city  of 
New  York;  and  for  his  better  en 
couragement  to  attend  the  said  ser 
vice,  it  is  thereby  further  enacted, 
that  there  shall  be  annually,  and 
once  in  every  year,  assessed, 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  for  the 
yearly  maintenance  of  the  said  min 
ister,  within  our  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  the  sum  of  one  hun 
dred  pounds,  current  money  of  our 
province  of  New  York:  to  be  as 
sessed,  levied,  collected,  and  paid  in  such  manner 
and  proportion  as  is  further  directed  in  the  body 
of  the  aforesaid  act.  relation  being  thereunto  had 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 


•  The  analyses  and  headings  are  inserted  to  facilitate  comparison  and  study. 

t  Names  of  Bayard  and  Van  Cortlandt  omitted  here  evidently  by  clerical  error. 
They   are  in   original   Minutes,   and   mentioned   subsequently   in   this  Charter. 


>F  THE  STATK  OF  XK\V   Y»»I:K. 


THE    DUTCH    <  H<   IK 'H.     HJOC. 

11.   Pieces    of    Property     Belonging 
to  said  Duti-li  Church,  Hi'.Ki. 


;i:  i  NGI.IVH  » in  K<  ii.  i«;;»7. 
Property   of   Trinity   Church. 
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].  The  Dutch  have  built  a  Church. 
H'.'.i;;.  in  (larden  street,  and  have-  a 
Cemetery. 


1.  .\t»  Church  P.uilding  or  property 
in  l «;:•:•,.  in  New  York,  for  service 
of  Hi.-  Church  o!  Kngland. 


Have  at  their  own  charge  built 
and  erected  a  Church  within  our 
said  City  of  New  yorke.  and  the 
same  together  with  the  Cemetery 
or  Church- Yard  thereunto  adjoin 
ing,  have  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  Cod.  situate,  lying,  and  being 
in  a  certaine  street,  called  the  gar 
den  street,  being  bounded  cm  the 
south  by  the  said  garden  street, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  orchard, 
late  in  the  possession  of  Kli/abeth 
Drisius.  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Ion  of  .lohn  Hendrick  Do  I'.ruyn. 
and  on  the  cast  by  the  lotts  of 
.lolin  Sipkins  and  David  Hendrix: 
containing  on  tlie  south  side,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  foot,  and  on  the 
north  side,  one  hundred  and  sev 
enty  live  foot,  and  on  the  west  side 
eighty  four  foot,  and  «>n  the  east 
side  eighty  four  foot,  all  of  Kinr- 
lish  measure. 


And  whereas  at  I  lie  same  time 
when  the  aforesaid  act  was  made 
there  was  not  erected  any  public 
church  or  building  within  our  said 
city,  whereiinto  such  a  good  sulll- 
cient  Protestant  Minister  might 
have  been  inducted  for  his  orderly 
officiating  of  his  duty  in  the  public 
worship  and  service  of  <;<«!,  ac 
cording  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
of  our  Protestant  Church  of  Eng 
land  established  bv  our  laws. 


no\v.    li;«.»7.   is 
m  Broadway. 


And  whereas  our  trusty  ami  wcll- 
belo\  ed  1'.  ;:tmin  I"!  letcher,  our 
captain  getieni !  and  -jovernor  In 
chief  o!  oiii-  said  province  «.'  New 
York,  and  territories  depending 
thereon  in  America,  hath,  by  his 
Mhe-al  and  bountiful  donations,  as 
his  pious  example,  influenced  many 
ig  subieets.  who  have  likewise  reli 
giously  contributed  jiecordinu'  to  tlieir  respective 
abilities,  several  sums  of  money,  which  by  our 
said  captain-general's  direction,  have  been  em 
ployed  and  laid  out  for  the  en-cting  and  building 
a  church  and  layirg  the  foundation  of  a  steeple, 
within  our  said  city,  t.hat  the  public  worship  and 
service  ,,f  c.oil.  in  manner  aforesaid,  miirlit  be 
more  ord.-rlv  and  re\erendly  pel-formed  by  the 
aforesaid  minister. 


2.   A   Lot   North  West  of  Church 
lot. 

Together    with   another   lot.t    of    -round    adjoin 
ing    to    the    north    side   of    the    «:ii«!    Church    h»tt. 
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abutting1  on  the  north  side  upon  the  lott  of  Hen- 
ricus  Selyns,  on  the  west  side  upon  the  alley 
newly  laid  out,  on  the  east  the  lott  of  John  Weet, 
and  on  the  south  the  said  Church  lott;  contain 
ing,  on  the  north,  sixty  three  foot  two  inches, 
on  the  south,  sixty  live  foot  and  a  half,  on  the 
east,  eighteen  foot,  and  a  half,  and  on  the  west, 
twenty  two  foot,  English  measure. 

3.  A  Lot  on  Beaver  Street. 

And  are  also  seized  in  their  demesne  as  of  free 
as  in  right  of  the  said  church,  of  and  in  a  cer 
tain  messuage  or  toft  of  ground,  situate,  lying. 
and  being  within  Our  said  City  of  New  yorke, 
in  a  certain  street  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Beaver  streete,  being  bounded  on  the  west  by 
the  lott  formerly  belonging  to  Paulus  Vander- 
beeck,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  widow 
of  Nicholas  Depue,  on  the  east  by  the  lott  here 
tofore  belonging  to  Thomas  Wandall.  and  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Jacob  Leimen.  on  the  north 
by  the  lott  late  appertaining  to  Ceonraedt  Ten- 
eyck,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Theuuis  De  Key. 
and  on  the  south  by  the  said  Rovers  streete.  con 
taining  in  front  towards  the  said  streete.  forty 
four  foot  one  halfe  in  depth,  on  the  west  one 
hundred  and  thirty  foot  one  halfe.  on  the  east 
side  one  hundred  thirty  foot  eight  inches,  and 
on  the  reere  or  north  side  forty  five  foot  tenn 
inches,  English  measure, 

4.  The  Manor  of  Fordham. 

As  also  of  and  in  a  certain  Mannour  commonly 
called  and  knowne,  by  the  name  of  the  Mannour 
of  Fordham.  situate,  lying  and  being  within  Our 
County  of  West.chester,  in  the  Eastward  of  Har 
lem  River,  near  unto  the  passage  formerly  called 
Spiten  divell,  and  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Kingsbridire;  being  at  the  high  woodland  that, 
lyes  due  northwest,  over  against  the  first  point 
of  the  Maine  land,  to  the  east  of  Paparinam. 
there  where  the  Kill  Musketas  is.  and  so  goos 
along  the  said  kill;  the  said  land  stretching  from 
the  high  woodland  afore-menconed.  east,  south 
east  until  it  comes  unto  Bronx  kill;  so  westward 
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up  along  the  Maine  land,  to  (he  place  where 
Harlem  Kill  and  Hudson  Kiver  inert,  and  then 
further  alongst  Harlem  kill  to  the  fresh  spring 
or  fountaine  lying  to  the  south  of  ('rah  Island, 
so  eastward  along  Daniel  Tormer's  land,  the 
high  woodland  belonging  to  Thomas  Hunt,  and 
tLeu  to  Koux  kill,  aforemeneoiied. 


1697 


5.  A   I'iece  of  Meadow. 

As  also  of  and  in  a  certain  pan-ell  of  meadow. 
No.  1  situate,  lying  and  being  on  the  said  Man- 
nour  of  Fordham.  beginning  in  the  middle  of  a 
point  to  the  north  of  ('rearer's  house,  beyond  or 
above  the  small  cove  that  lyes  above  the  said 
house,  and  southwest  in  Harlem  river,  and  ex 
tends  further  northwest  to  the  highway  where 
the  wooden  bridge  lyes; 


III.  Second  Reference  to  Peti 
tion  for  Charter,  and  request 
for  grant  and  continuation  of 
these  premises;  and  that  the 
Officers  and  Members  be  in 
corporated  as  a  Dutch  Church. 


111.  Inference  to  I'elitinn  of  Man- 
airers  of  the  A  Hairs  of  the 

Church  of  Kngland.  asking  for 
a  <;r:mt  of  Land,  and  Conlir- 
mation  of  Title  to  said  ( 'huivn 

and    Land. 


1.  The  Petition. 


And  whereas,  in  tin 
i'eticon 


said  liiimlih 


they   have  likewise 
prayed     our    grant 


And  wherea 
Col.  Cah-b  Id 
council  of  our 
William  Merr. 


i.  our  loving  sutijevm 

•athcole.      olle     o{      our 

said   province;  Major 
I.    mavor  of  our  *.ud 


city  of  Ne\\-  York;  John  Tuder.  James  Kmott, 
William  Morris.  Robert  Lurting.  Thomas  Clarke, 
I-:ben»-/er  \\'ills..n.  Samuel  Hurt.  James  I-lvetts. 
Nathaniel  Marston,  Mi.-ha.-l  Hawdfii.  Tlmiiui* 
Wenham.  John  Crooke.  and  ^'illiam  Sliarpax. 
citi/.ens  and  inhaliltants  of  our  said  city  of  V-w 
York,  and  the  present  managers  of  the  affairs  of 
our  said  Church  of  Kn-land  within  our  said  city 
of  New  York,  have,  by  their  petition  presented 
unto  our  said  trusty  and  well  beloved  Henjamln 
FflHeher.  our  said  captain  general  and  go\  ernor 
in  chief  of  our  said  province  of  New  York,  nnd 
territories  depending  thereon  In  America,  praywl 
our  roval  grant  and  eonflrmntlon  of  a  certain 
church  and  steeple  that  hath  I n  lately  built 
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and  confirmacon  of 
all  and  every  of 
the  premises, 


within  our  said  city  of  New  York;  together  with 
a  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  ground  thereunto  ad 
joining,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  or  near  to  a 
street  without  the  north  gate  of  our  said  city, 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Broadway;  containing  in  breadth  on  the  east  end, 
as  the  said  street  of  the  Broadway  rangeth  north 
ward,  three  hundred  and  ten  feet,  untill  you 
come  unto  the  land  lately  in  the  tenure  and  occu 
pation  of  Thomas  Lloyd,  deceased;  and  from 
thence  towards  the  west,  in  length  by  the  said 
land,  until  you  come  unto  Hudson's  River:  and 
then  southward  along  the  said  River  three  hun 
dred  and  ninety  five  foot,  all  of  English  measure; 
and  from  thence  by  the  line  of  our  garden  east 
ward,  unto  the  place  of  the  said  street  in  the 
Broadway  where  first  begun. 


-.  That  said  Property  be  Conse 
crated  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

And  that  the  said  Church,  together  with  the 
cemetery  or  church-yard  thereunto  adjoining, 
may  forever  hereafter  be  dedicated  and  conse 
crated  to  the  public  worship  and  service  of  God, 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the 
Protestant  Church  of  England,  as  now  estab 
lished  by  our  laws;  which  said  Church  and 
steeple,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  our  said 
city  as  aforesaid,  having  bo<Mi  built,  and  erected 
at  the  charge  of  our  said  trusty  and  well  beloved 
Benjamin  Ffletcher.  our  said  captain-general  and 
governor  as  aforesaid,  and  of  several  other  of 
our  loving  subjects,  inhabitants  within  our  said 
city  and  province. 


'2.  That  the  said  Church  may  lie 
Incorporated  as  a  Dutch  Re 
formed  Church. 

And  that  we  would  he  graciously 
pleased  to  make  them  and  their 
Successours  forever  capable  to  hold 
and  enjoy  the  same,  by  incorporat 
ing  the  members  of  the  said  Dutch 


:!.  That  said  Church  be  made  Paro 
chial   and    be   Incorporated  as  a 
Church     in     Communion    of    the 
Protestant  Church  of  England. 
Am!  whereas  our  said  loving  sub 
jects,    in    their    said    humble    peti 
tion,  have  likewise  prayed  that  we 
would    be    graciously    pleased,    for 
the  better  accommodation  and  con- 
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1'rotestant  ( -cujfrojjntioii  in  our 
City  of  New  yorke.  aforesaid,  into 
a  body  politick  and  corporate  in 
deed  and  name,  by  tlir  name  and 
stylo  of  the  .Minister.  Klders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protes- 
tanr  Dutch  Church  of  our  City  of 
New  Yorke. 


and    enjo\ 
privileges. 


THE  K.NOI.ISH  CHURCH.  1»K>7. 

ency  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
city  of  New  ^  orK.  that  the 
e  cl'iirch  mitfht  he  made  1'aro- 
ind  incorporate  into  one  body 
in  tact  and  name,  by  the 
of  ••  '1  lie  Kector  and  Inhabi 
tants  in  Communion  of  the  Protoa- 
tant  Church  of  lln^land.  as  now 
established  by  our  l.au-  ';  and 
that,  as  such,  they  and  lle-ir  suc 
cessors  may  have.  hold.  Use.  occupy 
all  the  riirhts.  benetits,  ad vantages, 
immunities,  mortuaries,  and  appur 
tenances,  as  are  usually  held  and  enjoyed  by  all 
or  any  of  our  Parochial  churches,  of  our  Church 
of  Kiitfland,  within  our  realm  of  Knjrland. 


L606 
L697 


•I.  'I'hat  the  money  to  be  raise. 1  un 
der  Ac!  of  ii;'.n".  in-  appropriated 
lo  said  churcli:  aN.»  certain  land. 

And  also,  that  we  would  be  further  irraci..u*ly 
pleased  to  uppmpriate  unto  .mr  said  church.  tl»" 
aforesaid  yearly  maintenance  <.f  mie  hundred 
pounds,  enacted  by  the  aforesaid  act.  and  make 
our  further  royal  .-rant  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
our  land,  near  adjoining  to  t!>c  said  ehun-li.  unto 
the  said  petitioners,  in  trust  fi.r  the  use  of  our 
said  church  and  corporation. 


Now     know     Vee.     that     hi     con-  Now  know  ye.  that   in  coiisidera- 

sid.-racon   thereof  lion    of    the   pvat    rharp'   thnt    our 

.said  trusty  and  \\«-ll  belov.-d  sub 
ject  r.cnjaniin  l-'fletcher.  our  cap 
tain  general  as  aforesaid,  and  tie- 
rest  of  our  aforesaid  li.vlnj:  xul.- 
jccts.  inhabitants  within  our  said 
city.  etc.  have  been  at  in  the  erex-t- 
inir  of  tlie  said  church,  and  laylnj; 
the  foundation  of  a  steeple;  and 

as    well    as    \Vec    IHMIII:    willing,    in       ""'  fnrih.-r  irreat   i-haru'e  that   must 
particular  favour  to  the  pious   pur-       unavoidably    accrue    for   the   ihilnh- 
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ing  the  said  church  and  ste€»pie, 
and  the  providing  it  with  suitable 
ornaments;  and  also  for  the  erect 
ing  and  providing  a  house,  near  the 
said  church,  for  the  habitation  of 
a  minister  to  officiate  in  the  said 
church,  in  manner  aforesaid,  as 
well  as  of  our  pious  inclinations*  to- 
promote,  propagate,  ana  encourage 
all  our  loving  subjects  within  our 
said  province,  in  that  reverend  and: 
godly  duty  in  worshipping  and 
serving  God  according  to  the  com 
mendable  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
our  Protestant  Church  of  England, 
as  now  established  by  our  laws, 


2.  Perfect   Religious    Freedom   giv-  2.  Trinity  Church  made  the  Parish 

en    to   the    Dutch    Church,    with  Church,   and   consecrated  to  the 

the  Confirmation  of  their  Prop-  rites  of  the  Church  of  England. 
ert.y. 


poses  of  our  said  loving  subjects 
and  to  secure  them  and  their  Suc- 
eessours  in  the  free  exercise  and 
enjoyment  of  all  their  civill  and 
religious  rights,  appertaining  unto 
them  in  manner  aforesaid,  as  Our 
loving  subjects,  and  to  Preserve  to 
them  and  their  Successours  that 
liberty  of  worshipping  God  accord 
ing  to  the  constitutions  and  direc- 
cons  of  the  reformed  churches  in 
Holland,  approved  and  instituted 
by  the  Xntionall  Synod  of  Dort, 


(1,1  Freedom    of    Worship    to    Dutch 
Church. 

Have  therefore  thought  litt  and  do  hereby  pub 
lish,  gra.nt,  ordaine,  and  declare,  That  Our  royall 
will  and  pleasure  is,  that  noe  person  in  com 
munion  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,  within  our  said  City  of  New  yorke,  at 
any  time  hereafter  shall  bo  any  ways  molested, 
punished,  disquieted,  or  called  in  question,  for 
any  differences  in  opinion  in  matters  of  the 
protestant  religion,  who  do  not  actually  disturb 
the  civill  peace  of  Our  said  Province,  but  that  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  in  Communion  of 
the  said  reformed  protestant  Dutch  Church  may, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  own 
judgements  and  consciences  in  matters  of  the 
protestant  religion  concernments  of  the  said  re 
formed  protestant  Dutch  Church,  according  to 
the  constitutions  and  direccons  aforesaid,  they 
behaving  themselves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and 
not  using  this  liberty  to  licentiousnesse  and  pro- 
fannesse.  nor  to  the  civill  injury  or  outward  dis- 


OF--  TIM-:   Si.viK  or    Ni;\v    YOKK. 
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HIE 


sH  ciirwii, 


turbance  of  others;  any  law,  statute,  usajre  or 
custome  of  Our  realine  of  Knirland,  or  of  this, 
our  Province,  to  tin-  contrary  hereof  in  anv 
waves  notwithstanding. 


L6Q6 
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(lii  Their      property      continued    to 
thc:n    as   a    Dutch   Church. 

And  that  they  may  be  in  the 
better  capacity  to  hold  and  enjoy 
tlie  premises.  Wee  have  further 
thought  titt,  and  at  their  aforesaid 
humble  request,  wee  are  graciously 
pleased  to  ordaine  and  declare  tliat 
the  aforesaid  church,  built  and 
erected  as  aforesaid,  and  scituate. 
lyeinir  and  beinj*  within  the  limites 
aforemenconed.  and  the  irnmnd 
thereunto  adjoyninir  and  inclosed 
ami  intended  to  be  used  for  < 'erne- 
try  or  Church-yard  of  the  minister, 
elders  and  deacons,  and  other  mem 
bers  of  the  reformed  pmtestant 
Dutch  Thurch  of  Our  City  of  New 
Yorke.  and  the  same  is  hereby  <!'•- 
dared  to  be  forever  separated  and 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  Cod.  and 
to  be  applyed  therein  only  to  the 
use  and  behal'fe  of  the  members  of 
the  said  Dutch  Church  Inhabitants 
from  time  to  time  inhabiting  and 
to  inhabite  within  Our  said  City 
of  New  vorke, 


Confirmation    of    their    property 
as  a   cinnvii  of  Kn^land 


Have  therefor,,  thought  lit.  and 
do  hereby  publish,  jrrant.  ordain, 
manifest,  and  dei-lare.  that  our 
royal  will  and  pleasure  Is.  and 
by  these  presents  do  jrrant  and  de- 
i-lare.  that  the  aforesaid  <-hurch. 
erected  and  built  as  aforesaid,  situ 
ate  in  and  near  the  street  called  the 
Broadway,  within  our  said  city  of 
New  York,  and  the  ground  there 
unto  adjoining,  enclosed  and  used 
for  a  cetnctry  or  church-yard, 
shall  be  the  parish  church,  and 
church  yard  of  the  parish  of  Trinity 
Church,  within  our  said  city  of 
New  York;  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  !«•  lie  forever  separated 
and  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
C.od.  and  to  be  applied  thereunto 
for  the  use  and  behalf  "f  the  in 
habitants  from  time  to  time  inhab 
iting,  and  to  inhabit  within  our  said 
city  of  New  York,  in  communion 
with  our  said  Protestant  Church 
of  Kiiirland.  as  now  estaMMM-d  by 
our  lawv;  and  to  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatsoever,  any  statute, 
law;  custom,  or  usa^e  to  the  con 
trary  in  any  ways  notwithstanding. 


(oi  To  have  a  perpetual  Succes<j,>i 
of  Ministers.  The  I'irst  Min 
ister. 

And   that   there  shall   be  a   minis 
ter  to  have  care  of  the  souls  of  tin 


perpetual   Su 
The  Flr-t  H 


And  that   there  v),all   be  a   Kin-tor, 

O    have    ,  .||e    *f    the    sollls    of    tllO    III- 
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members  of  the  said  reformed  pro- 
testa  nt  Dutch  Church  Inhabitants 
from  time  to  time  inhabiting  and 
to  inhabit  within  Our  said  City  of 
New  yorke,  and  a  perpetual  Suc 
cession  of  Ministers  there. 

And    we    do    by    these    presents. 
constitute  Our  trusty  and  very  lov 
ing  subject.    Mr.    Henricus    Selyns, 
the  present  Minister  of  the  said  re 
formed  protestant  Dutch  Church  in 
Our  City   of  New  yorke  aforesaid, 
who   hath,    since  the   building   and 
dedication    of   the    said   Church    to 
the   service  of  God   very    well   and 
religiously  supplyed  the  same  in  all  divine  offices 
for  the  service  of  God  and  the  instruccon  of  the 
members  of  the  said  reformed  protestant  Dutch 
Church  inhabiting  within  Our  said  City  of  New 
yorke,    in   the   Christian    faith    according   to    the 
constitutions  and  direccons  aforesaid: 


habitants  of  the  said  parish,  and 
a  perpetual  succession  of  Hectors 
there. 


And  we  do  by  these  presents  con 
stitute  our  right  trusty  and  well  be 
loved  the  Right  Reverend  Father 
in  God,  Henry,  Lord  Bishop  of  Lon 
don,  and  of  our  privy  council,  the 
first  Hector  thereof. 


(4)  Incorporation  of  said  Minister 
with  the  Elders,  Deacons  and 
Members  of  the  Dutch  Church. 
Name  of  Church. 

Wee  have  further  thought  iitt. 
and  at  the  humble  peticon  of  the 
presons  aforesaid,  are  graciously 
pleased  to  create  and  ma  Ice  them 


a  body  politick  or  corporate,  with 
the  powers  and  privi ledges  here 
after  mentioned,  and  accordingly 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  of 


(0)  Incorporation  of  said  Hector, 
and  his  successors,  with  the  in 
habitants  of  New  York  in  Com 
munion  of  the  Church  of  Eng 
land.  Name  of  Church. 

And  we  have  further  thought  tit, 
and  at  the  humble  request  of  our 
said  loving  subjects,  arc  graciously 
pleased  to  create  and  make  him, 
our  said  right  trusty  and  well  be 
loved  Right  Reverend  Father  in 
God.  Henry.  Lord  P.ishop  of  Lon 
don,  and  his  successors,  rectors  of 
the  said  parish,  together  with  all 
the  inhabitants  from  time  to  time 
inhabiting,  and  to  inhabit  in  our 
said  city  of  New  York,  and  in  com 
munion  of  our  aforesaid  Protestant 
Church  of  England,  as  now  estab 
lished  by  our  laws,  a  body  corpo 
rate  and  politic,  with  the  power  and 
privileges  hereinafter  mentioned: 
And  according  to  our  royal  will  and 
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Our  special  prace  eertaine  knowl 
edge  and  moere  mocon  Wee  hav 
ordained,  constituted  and  declared, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us.  Our 
lieirs  and  Successours,  do  ordaine, 
constitute  and  declare,  that  they 
the  said  llenricus  Selyns,  Nicholas 
Bayard.  Stephen  (Jortlandt.  Wil 
liam  Beeckman,  Joannes  Kerhyle, 
Joannes  DC  Peyster,  Jacobus  Kipp, 
Isaac  I  >e  foreest  and  Isaac  1  >e  Kcy- 
iner.  the  present  Minister.  Flders 
and  Deacons,  and  all  such  others  as 
now  are.  or  hereafter  shall  be  ad- 
initted  into  the  < 'oinmunion  of  the 
said  reformed  protesiant  Dutch 
Church,  in  Our  rity  of  New  yorke. 
shall  be.  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times  forever  hereafter,  a 
body  corporate'  and  jwditick.  in  fac; 
and  name,  by  the  name  of 

"Til  1C  MINI  STICK.  FLDFKS. 
AND  DIC  A  TONS  or  Til  1C  KIC- 
FOKMICD  PKOTFSTANT  DFTCH 
CIIFKCH  OF  Tin:  CFi'Y  OF 
MCW  YOKKE"; 


THE  i  N<;I.ISH  nirnni.  1G07. 

pleasure  is.  and  of  our  special  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  nio- 
ti<.n.  WIC  HA  VIC  ordained,  consti 
tuted,  and  declared,  and  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc 
cessors,  do  ordain,  constitute,  an  1 
declare,  that  he  the  said  rl^ht 
trusty  and  well  beloved  Ki^ht  Kev- 
erend  Father  in  <Iod.  Henry.  Lord 
Bishop  of  London,  and  his  suc 
cessors,  and  all  such  of  our  loving 
subjects  as  now  are.  or  hereafter 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  com 
munion  of  the  aforesaid  Protestant 
Church  of  Filmland,  as  now  estab 
lished  by  our  laws,  shall  be  from 
time  to  time,  and  forever  hereafter, 
a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact 
and  name  of 


••  THi:  KF.CTOK  AND  INHABIT 
ANTS  OF  OFK  SAID  CITY  oF 
NK\V  VoKK.  IN  COMMTNION 
OF  oFK  FKOTICSTANT  C11FKCII 
OF  ICNC.LAND.  AS  NO\V  1CSTAI',- 
LISHICD  BY  oFK  LAWS  "; 


L6M 
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V.      Kiu'lits   and    Privileges   of    said 
Corporation. 

1.   Ki^Iiis    in    Law. 

And  that  by  the  same  name  they 
and  their  sticcessours  shall  and  may 
have  jierpetual  Succession  jind  sliall 
and  may  be  persons  aide  and  capa 
ble  in  the  Law  to  sue  and  be  sue,!. 
to  ple.-i.l  and  be  impleadcd.  to  an 
swer  ;md  be  answered  unto,  to  dc- 
fend  and  to  be  defended  in  all  and 
singular  suites,  i-auses.  «juari'els. 
matters,  accons  and  things  of  what 
kinde  or  nat ure  soc\  i-r; 


\".      Ki.irhts   and    Privileges   of   sniil 
<  'orporation. 


And  that  by  the  same  name,  th<*y 
and  their  successors  shall  and  may 
have  perpetual  succession.  And 
sliall  and  may  be  persons  able  and 
capable  in  the  law  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  to  j.Iead  and  be  lmple:td«-d.  to 
answer  and  be  answered  unto,  to 
defend  :ind  be  defended,  in  all  and 
singular  suits,  causes,  quarrels, 
matter^,  actions,  and  things  of 
\\  hat  kind  <>r  nature  soever; 


1140 


ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 


1696- 
1697 


THK    DUTCH    CHURCH,    1696.  THE   ENGLISH   CHUKCH,    1607. 

2.  Rights  in  Property  and  Income.       "2.  Rights  in  Property  and   Income. 


And  alsoe  to  have,  take,  possess. 
acquire,  and  purchase  lands,  tene 
ments,  or  hereditaments,  or  any 
goods  or  chattells,  and  the  same  at 
least,  grant,  demise,  aliene,  bar- 
gaine,  sell  and  dispose  of  at  their 
own  will  and  pleasure  as  other 
liedge  poeple  or  any  corporacon  or 
body  politic  within  Our  Realme  of 
England,  or  this,  Our  Province,  may 
lawfully  do  over  and  above  the 
rents,  lands.  Tenements,  messuges, 
Mannours  and  hereditaments 
hereby  settled  on  the  said  Corpo- 
racou  and  their  Successours, 

not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  current  money 
of  Our  said  Province; 


And  also  to  have.  lake,  possess, 
receive,  acquire,  and  purchase 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  or 
any  goods  or  chatties,  and  the  same 
to  use,  lease,  grant  demise,  alien, 
bargain,  sell,  and  dispose  of  at  their 
own  will  and  pleasure,  as  other  our 
liege  people,  or  any  corporation,  or 
]>ody  politic  within  our  realm  of 
England,  or  this  our  province,  may 


lawfully  do,  not  exceeding  the 
yearly  value  of  five  thousand 
pounds;  the  statute  of  Mortmaine, 
or  any  other  statute,  law,  custom, 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  hereof  in 
any  ways  notwithstanding; 


?,.       Duties  of  said  Rector;  Right  to 
a  Parsonage. 

And  that  the  said  Rector  shall  have  the  care 
of  the  souls  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  said 
parish,  and  in  the  communion  of  our  said  protes- 
tant  Church  of  England,  and  now  established  by 
our  laws;  and  have  and  enjoy  to  him  and  his  suc 
cessors  forever,  one  messuage  or  tenement,  ami 
appurtenance,  intended  to  be  erected  on  part  of 
the  said  church-yard,  or  near  thereunto  as  con 
veniently  as  can  be  procured. 


4.  How  Rectors  are  to  be  appointed. 
The  Right  vested  in  the  Church- 
Wardens  and  Vestrymen.  How 
to  be  inducted  into  ottice. 

And  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  is  further,  that 
the  patronage,  advowson.  donation,  or  presenta- 
tation  of  and  to  the  said  rectory  and  parish,  after 
the  d.M'i'Mse  of  the  said  first  rector,  or  the  next 
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avoidance  thereof,  .shall  :iii|N-ri;»in  ami  belong  to. 
and  bo  hereby  vested  in  Hi,-  church-wardens  ami 
vestrymen,  together  with  either  of  tin-  church 
wardens  (»f  Trinity  Church  for  tin-  time  being; 
and  that  all  the  succcedin;,'  rectors  of  the  said 
parish  and  parish  <-lnircli  (except  tin-  lirst  rector 
thereof  hereby  constit  ut<sli  shall  be  presented, 
collated,  instituted,  and  inducted  as  other  rector*. 
parsons,  and  vicars  respectively  are  accustomed 
to  I.e. 


."..  The  Hector  shall  have  the  snm<» 
perquisites  as  the  Hector  of  St. 
Mary  How,  London. 

And  we  further  declare  it  to  be  our  royal  will 
and  pleasure,  that  the  lirst  rector,  and  all  the  suc- 
eeedinir  rectors  thereof,  shall  and  may  have.  take, 
and  enjoy,  such  and  the  Pike  oblations,  mortu 
aries.  Master-books,  or  offerings,  and  other  eccle 
siastical  duties  arisinir  within  the  said  parish  of 
Trinity  Church,  as  the  vicar,  rector  or  parson  of 
St.  Mary  How.  within  our  city  of  London,  in  our 
realm  of  Midland,  now  enjoyeth:  and  shall  have 
such  and  the  like  profits  of  burials  in  the  said 
church  as  the  same  shall  be  limited  in  the  instru 
ment  of  dedication  thereof. 

Hipht  of   (lie   Dutch    <"'ori Miration       ('<.    Uiurht  of  the  Lnulish  Corporation 
to  a  Seal.  to  a  Seal. 


And   further,   that  they,   the  said  And   we  further  declare,  that  tho 

Minister.   Ml  dors  and   Deacons,   and  said  rector  of  tlie  parish  of  Trinity 

their    Succpssours.    shall    and    may  Church,   in  communion  of  our  I'r.»- 

forevor   hereafter,    have   a    common  testant    Chur.-l.   of   Licjand.    within 

scale  to  serve  and  use  for  all   mat  our  city   of   New    York,   as   now   es 

ers.  causes,  things  and  affairs  wliat-  lablished    by    our    l:n\-      shall    and 

soever,     of     them     and     their     Su  •-  may.     for    ever    hereafter,     have    a 

cessours.    and    the    same    scale    to  common   seal,   to  serve  and  use  for 

alter,     chanire.     break,     and      make  all    matters,   causes.    iMnus.   and   a'- 

new.    from    time    to    time,    at    their  fairs  whatsoever,  of  them  and  the!r 

will     and     pleasure,     as     they     shall  successors;    and     the    same    .seal    t<» 

think    fltt;  alter,  change,  break,  and  m:ike  new 

from  time  to  time,  at  their  \\  ill  and 
pleasure,  as   they   .shall   think    tit. 
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VI.  Regulations  for  the  said  Corpo-      VI.  Regulations  for  the  said  Corpo 
ration,  ration. 


1.  Number  of  Elders  and  Deacons; 
to  be  chosen  from  the  members 
of  said  Church;  their  duties. 


1.  Number  of  Church- Wardens  and 
Vestrymen;  to  be  chosen  from 
the  members;  their  duties. 


And  further  Woe  will  and  or- 
daine,  and  by  those  presents,  for 
us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  doe 
declare  and  appoint  that  for  the  bet 
ter  ordering-  and  manageing  the 
affairs  and  businosse  of  the  said 
corporacon  and  Succossours,  there 
shall  be  four  Elders  and  four  Pea- 
eons,  from  time  to  Time  constituted, 
elected  and  chosen  out.  of  the  mem 
bers  of  the  said  Dutch  Church  in 
habiting  in  Our  said  City  of  New 
yorke,  for  the  time  being,  in  such 
manner  and  forme  as  is  hereafter 
in  these  presents  expressed;  which 
persons,  together  with  the  Minister 
for  the  time  being,  shall  apply 
themselves  to  take1  care  for  the  best 
dysposing  and  ordering  the  generall 
businesse  and  affairs  of  and  con 
cerning  the  lands  and  heredita 
ments  herein  meneoned  to  be 
granted  and  of  all  others  that  shall 
be  acquired  as  aforesaid. 


2.   Naming    of    the    Eirst    Minister. 
Elders    find    De;icons;    and    term 
of  office  of  the  two  latter. 
And    for    the   bettor   execution    of 
Our  Royal  pleasure  herein.  Wee  do 
for  us.  Our  heirs  and  Successours, 
assigno.    name,    constitute   and    ap 
point.    Hi"    aforesaid    Mr.    Ilonrious 
Selyns,   to  bo  the  tirst  and   present 
Minister    of    the    said    Church    and 
the      aforesaid      Nicholas      I'-ayard, 
Stephen   Cortlandt,  William   Beeck- 


And  further  we  will  and  ordain, 
and  by  these  presents  do  declare 
and  a i »point,  that  for  the  better  or 
dering  and  managing  of  the  affairs 
and  business  of  the  said  corpora 
tion,  there  shall  be  annually,  and 
once  in  every  year  forever,  on  the 
Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  two 
church-wardens  and  twenty  vestry 
men,  duly  elected  by  the  majority 
of  votes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  in  communion  as  afore 
said;  which  church- wardens  and 
vestrymen  shall  be.  from  time  to 
time,  subject  to  our  laws  and  stat 
utes  now  in  force,  or  hereafter  to 
be  made,  for  the  choice  of  church 
wardens,  overseers  of  the  poor,  and 
such  other  like  parish  officers,  and 
other  parochial  duties  within  the 
said  parish,  in  like  manner  as  the 
inhabitants  of  any  parish  within 
our  province  are  or  might,  be  sub 
ject  and  liable  unto  (except  where 
it  shall  be  otherwise  hereby  ap 
pointed). 

-.  Naming  of  the  tirst  Church-War 
dens    and    the   Eirst    Vestrymen; 
and  their  term  of  office. 
And  we  do  by  these  presents  con 
stitute    and    appoint    Thomas   Wen- 
ham   and    I'obert   Lulling  the  first 
church-wardens  of  the  said  parish; 
and  Caleb  Heathcote.  William  Mer- 
rett,    John    Tnder.    James    Emott, 
William     Morris,     Thomas     Clarke, 
Ebenezer     Willson,     Samuel     Bull, 
James   Evotts,    Nathaniel    Marston, 
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man  and  Joannes  Kerbyle.  to  be 
the  first  and  present  Klders  of  the 
said  Church,  and  Joannes  De  I'ey- 
ster.  Jacobus  Kipp.  Isaac  1  >o  For- 
eest  and  Isaac  De  Koymor.  to  be 
the  first  and  present  Deacons  of 
the  said.  Church. 

which  Kldors  and  Deacons  are  to 
continue  in  tin-  said  severall  ottices 
respectively,  until  the  second  Sun 
day  of  November.  no\v  next  ensu 
ing;  ll«;(M).i 


THE  KNC.I.ISII  curnrn.  1'»07. 


Michael  Hawden 
liam     Sharpas. 
David    .Famison. 
ton.  Cabri.-ll  I. in 
roughs,  .lolm   Mt 
.lam-way,  the  lirs 
said  parish;  to  h 
cnte  their  saiil  n 
till    tlie    feast 
shall    l.i>    in    tin- 
one      thousand 
ninety  eight. 


.  John  Crook  P.  Wll- 
Lawrence      Ilcttd**, 
\Villinm    Huddl.*- 
lli»\v,  Thomas  Hur- 
•rrett.  and   William 
t  Vestrymen  of  the 
ave.  hold,  and  exe- 
•specti ve  Offices 
«•:'    Kapler,    which 
year   of   our    L«»rd 
six      hundred     ami 


::.  The  Clnirch- Wardens  shall  have 
the  same  perquisites  as  th*' 
Church- Wardens  o!'  St.  .Mary 
How.  London. 

And  the  said  Church- Wardens  shall  have  and 
receive  such  and  the  like  church  duties  and  per 
quisites  as  the  Church-Wardens  of  the  said  par 
ish  of  St.  Mary  Ko\v  do.  may.  miclit.  <>r  ouuht  to 
receive;  and  shall  lie  accountable  f<>r  the  same, 
and  all  other  monies  as  shall  c<mie  to  them  an 
Church  Wardens,  in  such  manner  as  Church- 
Wardens  of  any  othi-r  parishes  within  our  city 
of  London  are  or  on-lit  t.»  be. 


riovv  meetings  of  Mlders  and 
Deacons  are  to  be  called:  Llcc- 
tions  of  Successoiirs:  I'illinir  of 
Vacancies. 


1.  Number  and  Quorum  of  Chnr<-!i- 
Wardens  and  N'estrynien.  Their 
powers  like  those  of  St.  Mary 
How,  London.  1'illini:  of  Vacan- 
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And  further.  Wov 
these  presents  for  >is. 
Successours.  do  orda 
to  the  Minister  of  th 
f 


will,    and    by 

ur  Heirs  n\\>\ 

ne   and   .^rant 

said   Church 


the  time  beinjr.  or  in  his  ab 
seiice  by  sickness  or  otherwise  the 
first  Llder  for  the  time  hoi  MI:  sliall 
and  may  from  time  to  time,  upon 
all  occasions,  give  order  for  the  as 
sembling  or  calling  brother  t'ic 
said  Klders  and  Deacons  t<>  consult 
and  advise  of  the  businesse  and  af 
fairs  of  the  said  Church: 

and   further.   Our  will  and   pleas- 


further  declare  It 
will  and  pleasure 
,  church-  wardens, 


that 
and 


Vestrymen,  shall  make  the  number 
of  the  \\liob-  to  IM-  ;w.Mity  three 
person-;  ;ii'd  th,.  x;iid  \e.stl-\llien. 

or  any  eh-\  en  oi-  more  of  tlietn 
(\\lni-.-of  tin-  re.  tor  for  the  time 
bein^'.  or  his  assistant.  «»r  ch-rk  by 
appoint  me?)!,  and  HIM-  of  tin-  church- 
\\anl.MiN.  to  be  tuo,  shall  and  may 
ha\'e  and  .-xi-P-is,'  tli.-  like  |i<rvver 
and  authority  for  the  ordering  and 
regulating  the  affair-*  or  the  said 
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ure  is,  and  Wee  doe  hereby  for  Us, 
Our  Heirs  and  Successours,  estab 
lish,  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year, 
1'orever  hereafter,  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  October,  at  the  said 
Church,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of 
the  said  Church,  by  and  with  tin* 
consent  and  approbacon  of  the 
members  of  the  said  Church  for  the 
time  being,  shall  nominate  and  ap 
point  such  of  their  Members  of  the 
said  Church  that  shall  succeed  in 
the  office  of  Elders  and  Deacons 
for  the  year  ensuing, 

And  if  it  shall  happen  that  any 
of  the  said  Elders  and  Deacons  so 
elected,  nominated,  and  appointed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  dye  or  be  re 
moved,  before  the  said  yearly  day 
of  Eleccon,  that  then,  and  in  every 
such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
full  for  the  Members  of  the  said 
Church  to  proceed,  in  manner  afore 
said,  to  a  new  Eleccon  of  one  or  more  of  their 
members  in  the  room  or  place  of  such  office  dying 
or  removed,  according  to  their  discrecon; 


corporation  and  parish  of  Trinity 
Church,  as  the  vestry  of  the  said 
parish  of  St.  Mary  Bow  now  have 
and  exercise,  in  reference  to  parish 
affairs: 


And  upon  the  death  or  other  void- 
ance  of  any  such  vestrymen,  they, 
or  any  eleven  or  more  of  them, 
shall,  and  may  elect  a  fit  person, 
inhabitant  and  householder  in  the 
said  parish,  to  supply  the  same. 


«">.  Conditions  of  the  sale  of  Pews. 

And  we  further  ordain  and  declare,  that  the 
church-wardens  for  the  time  being,  shall  not,  at 
any  time,  dispose  of  any  of  the  pews,  or  places 
in  pews  in  the  said  Church,  to  any  person  not  an 
inhabitant  thereof,  nor  without  the  consent  and 
allowance  of  the  vestrymen  for  the  time  being, 
or  any  eleven  or  more  of  them. 


4.  How  Ministers  are  to  be  ap 
pointed.  The  right  vested  in  the 
Elders  and  Deacons.  How  to  by 
inducted  into  office.  Their  sal 
ary.  Demise  of  property. 


6.  How  an  Assistant  Hector,  is  to 
be  appointed.  The  right  vested 
in  the  Rector,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Vestrymen  and  Church- 
Wardens.  -  -  Clerk  •  Sexton 
Terms  of  service. 


And  further,  our  will  and  pleas 
ure    is.    and    we*-    do    for    us,    Our 


And  our  further  will  and  pleasure 
is,    and  we   by    these  presents   do- 
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Heirs  an«l  Successours.  declare  and  clan-,    ilia:    ;!.••    rector    of    tin-    said 

jjraut.    that    the    patronage,    advow-  parish  for  the  lime  beinj;,  shall  luui 

son,  donation  or  presentation  of  and  may,    l.y   and    \\ith   the  consent  of 

to  the  said  Church  after  the  decease  the     said     vestrymen     and     church- 

of    the   said    tirst    .Minister    or   IM-M  wardens  foi-  the  time  hein^r.  or  any 

avoidance   thereof   shall   appertaino  elc\eii    or    mop*   of    them,    whereof 

and  belong  to  and  he  hereby  vested  o!!,.    ,,]     the    church-wardens    to    be 

in    the    MMers   and    Deacons   of   the  one,    from    time   to   lime,    nominal** 

said     reformed      protestant      Dutch  one     aMo     Protestant     minisier.     in 

Church    ::nd    their   Successours    for-  priests'  order-.  t(l  reside  in  the  said 

ever.  parish,    to   be   preacher   and    assiM- 

1'rovided  always  that  all  the  sue-  ant   to   the  said   rector  and   his  sue. 

ceedinjr  Ministers  that  shall  1>e  by  cessors.    in    the    celebration    of    the 

them  presented,  collated,  instituted  divine  offices  of  prayint:  and  prea«-h- 

and   inducted   into  the  sai<l  <'hurch.  inL'.  ;,ii,|  other  duties  incident   to  be 

shall  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  jM-i-formed   in    the   said   Church   and 

unto    tis.    Our    Heirs    and    Success-  parish,   as   the  said    rector  shall   re 

ours,  anything  contained   herein   to  «;u;re  cf  him: 

the   contrary    hereof   in   any    wayes  and  likewise  to  nominate  a  lit  j>er- 

nut  withstanding.  son  to  be  clerk  of   the  said   parish, 

And    that,    the    first    Minister   and  ;ind  <>nc  or  more  .-••\toii  or  sextons; 

all  the  succeeding  ministers  thereof  to   which   clerk   <>r  sextons,   re-jiei-i- 

sliall  and  may  have,  take  and  enjoy  jvdy.   there   shall    be  such   ;uul   the 

such  and  all  the  like  stipends,  con-  ]ikl.     (i,,,^.     f,.,  s-.     perquisites,     and 

tribucons.    offerings,    free    and    vol-  profit^,    jiaid   and    allo\\«i|.   as   shall 

untary  jfi^ts  and  other  ecclesiastical  JM.  established    l>y   the  said   re-'tor, 

dutyes.  ariseinj;  or  used  and  accus-  church-wardetis.      and      vestrymen, 

toiii«Ml    to    rise,    from    the    members  ju  manner  aforesaid: 

of  the  said  Church:  which     said     preacher     assistant. 

And   Our   further   will   and   pleas-  clerk,    and    sexton    <»r    sextons,    -md 

lire    is,    and    we    do    heieliy    declare  cverv  of  them,  shall  continue  in  his 

that    it    shall    and   may    be    lawful  said   place  during'   his  or  their  naf- 

f«.r    the    said    Minister.    Klders.    and  1!r-;il    lives,    if  they   shall   so   lone   In- 

I'eacons   of   the   <aid    reformed    |>r<>-  habit  there;  except   <>n  some  offence 

testant    1  uitch   <'hiirch    in   Our  City  ,,,.  Injs^o\  -eminent    by   them,  or  any 

of   New  yorke.  aforesaid,  and   their  Of  them.  c(»mmitted,  and  unless  for 

Successours.    to    ^rant    and    demise  cau-e-  reasonable  pro\ed.  they  shall 

such  of  the  premises  or  any  part  or  !„.  displaced   by  the  said  rector  for 

pan-ell  thereof  I.MS  are  now  in  lease..  u,,.  time  JM-JIIL'.  by  and  u  ith  the  fou 

nt    the    expiration    or    other    *«»oner  sent   of   the  said   \  i^iryiinMi.   or  nny 

determination  of  such  lease,  for  the  elc\en  or  inure  of   them. 
term  of  Hfteene  years,  upon  a  rea 
Honable  improved  yearly  rent;  with 
out  taking  any  line  for  the  same. 
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7.  Salary    of   the    Clerk,    and    how- 
paid. 

And  that  the  church-wardens  of  the  said  parish 
of  Trinity  Church  for  the  time  being,  shall,  and 
are  hereby  required,  from  time  to  time,  to  pay 
the  yearly  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  the  clerk,  to  be 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  profits  and 
other  the  duties  and  perquisites  to  them  accruing 
in  the  said  church  and  parish,  by  four  quarterly 
payments;  that  is  to  say,  on  tiie  feast  of  St. 
Michael,  the  archangel,  the  Birth  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  the  Annunciation  of 
the  blessed.  Virgin  Mary,  and  St.  John  the  Bap 
tist;  or  ten  days  after  every  of  the  said  respec 
tive  feasts,  by  equal  a  IK!  even  portions. 

5.  Deacons  may  collect  gifts  for 
charitable  purposes.  See  p.  2<:. 

And  Our  further  will  and  pleasure  is.  And  Wee 
do  hereby  further  declare  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawfull  for  the  Deacons  of  the  said  Church, 
or  any  other  pen-son  sufficiently  authorized  from 
them,  at  any  time  or  times,  when  they  meet  and 
assemble  together  in  the  said  Church,  for  the 
public  worship  or  service  of  God,  to  collect  and 
gather  together  the  ffree  and  voluntary  alms  of 
the  members  of  the  said  Church,  congregated  as 
aforesaid,  which  is  to  be  imployed  by  the  Minis 
ter,  Elders  and  Deacons,  etc.,  unto  such  pious 
and  charitable  uses  as  they  and  their  Succes- 
sours,  at  their  discrecon,  shall  think  convenient 
and  needfull; 

(!.  Appointment  of  Assistant  Min 
isters,  Secretaries,  School-Teach 
ers  and  Sextons. 

And  Our  will  and  pleasure  further  is.  and  we 
doe  hereby  declare  that  the  Minister  of  the  said 
Church  for  the  time  being  shall  and  may  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of 
the  said  Church,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  four 
of  them,  -whereof  one  of  the  Elders  to  be  one. 
from  time  to  time  as  need  shall  require,  nominate 
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one  or  more  other  able  Ministers  lawfully  or 
dained  according  to  the  constitutions  ;m,|  dire,- 
cons  aforesaid,  to  be  preachers  and  assistants  to 
the  said  Minister  and  his  Successours  in  the  cde- 
bracon  of  the  divine  omYes  ,,;•  praying  and  p  reach 
ing,  and  other  duties  incid.  nt  to  be  performed  in 
the  said  Church  as  tin-  M:n:st.M-.  F.lders  and  l>ea 
eons  of  said  Church  shall  require  of  him: 

and  likewise  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  Clerk. 
Schoolmaster,  hell-rin.irer  «r  sexton,  and  such 
other  under  otlicers  as  they  s!:.-;!!  stand  in  need  of. 


s.  <lnircli-\\  ardeiis  and  \estryineii 
must  contract  for  tinishinir  Trin 
ity  Church  and  raise  the  money 
hy  assessment  of  Kpiscopalians. 

V/e  further  ordain  and  declare  that  the  said 
church-wardens  and  vestrymen,  or  any  eleven  or 
more  of  them.  are.  by  these  presents,  authorizis! 
and  required,  within  the  space  and  time  of  three 
hundred  days  next  and  after  the  sealing  and 
enrolling  of  these  presents,  to  make,  or  cause  to 
he  made,  an  estimate  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
or  hands  of  some  sullicieiit  person  or  persons 
qualified  for  the  same,  of  the  charue  and  finish 
ing  the  said  church  and  steeple,  and  providing  a 
dox'k  and  one  or  more  bells  for  the  same,  and 
other  works  necessary  and  requisite  in  and  about 
the  said  church  and  steeple;  and  of  building  a 
convenient  house  for  the  said  rector. 

And  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  ap 
pear  to  them,  upon  such  estimate,  to  be  in  their 
judgment  competent  to  accomplish  the  premises, 
and  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  debts  Incurred  for  or 
by  reason  of  the  said  church,  shall  be  by  them 
or  any  eleven  or  more  of  them,  charged  upon  all 
and  every  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  said  jwirlsh 
to  be  by  them  paid  in  seven  yearv.  by  twenty 
ei^ht  quarterly  and  successive  payments;  the  llrst 
whereof  to  commence  and  IMS  oiii<-  payable  to 
the  church  -wardens  for  the  time  hein;:.  who  are 
hereby  authori/.ed  to  receive  Hie  same  at  tin- 
first  of  the  feast  days  aforesaid  as  shall  happen 
after  the  assessing  and  tavinn  therco',  ami  the 
rest  to  lie  succcssh  elv  to  them  also  quarterly 
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paid,  at  the  successive  feast  days  aforesaid,  until 
all  the  said  twenty  eight  quarterly  payments 
shall  be  made  and  finished. 

And  the  said  church-wardens  and  vestrymen, 
or  any  eleven  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  re 
quired  and  authorized,  within  three  hundred  and 
sixty  five  days  next  and  after  the  sealing  and 
enrolling  of  these  presents,  to  assess,  tax,  and 
rate  the  first  of  the  said  quarterly  payments  after 
a  pound  rate  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  think 
most  reasonable,  equal,  and  meet:  and  in  like 
manner  to  assess  every  other  of  the  said  quar 
terly  payments  within  forty  days  after  the  time 
of  payment  of  the  next  preceding  quarterly  pay 
ment:  all  which  said  assessments  shall  be  con 
firmed  and  allowed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  said  parish,  and  in  communion  of  the 
said  church  as  aforesaid,  under  their  hands  and 
seals:  and  be  collected  by  such  persons,  inhabit 
ants  of  the  said  parish,  as  by  the  said  vestry 
men,  or  any  eleven  or  more  of  them,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  appoint. 

And  we  further  declare,  that  if  the  estimate 
and  computation,  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  incurred 
about  the  building  and  finishing  of  the  said 
church  and  steeple,  and  other  the  works  hereby 
intended  to  be  done,  the  said  vestrymen,  or  any 
eleven  or  more  of  them,  shall  and  may  charge 
and  assess  such  additional  sum  or  sums  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  in  communion 
as  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  needful  to  perfect  and 
accomplish  the  same;  so  as  such  additional  sum, 
together  with  the  sum  hereby  charged  and  pay 
able  by  the  said  twenty  eight  quarterly  payments, 
exceed  not  in  ihe  whole  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds. 

0.  Shall  keep  books  of  costs  of  said 
Church. 

And  we  further  declare  it  to  lie  our  royal  will 
and  pleasure,  that  the  church-wardens  of  the  said 
parish  of  Trinity  church  shall  cause  all  the  debts, 
credits,  and  contracts,  made  and  to  be  made, 
with  or  by  the  artificers  and  workmen  employed, 
or  to  be  employed  for  any  work  or  building  to 
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be  made  or  done  in  or  ab<*it  the  said  church 
steeple,  and  premises,  to  be  entered  and  regis 
tered  in  one  or  more  hook  or  hooks  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  sjiid  vestrymen,  or  any 
eleven  or  more  of  them,  out  of  the  money  col 
lected  and  paid  to  the  said  church-wardens.  ujx>n 
the  said  quarterly  payments,  or  by  any  other 
ways  and  means,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  shall,  in 
the  tirst  place,  pay  and  discharge,  all  such  debts 
as  shall  become  due  unto  the  artiticers  and  work 
men  employed,  or  to  he  employed  in  about  the 
finishing  the  said  church,  steeple,  house,  ami 
premises,  and  shall  issue  and  pay.  or  cause  to 
be  issued  and  paid  to  the  said  artiticers  and 
workmen,  as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  sum  and 
sums  of  money,  now  or  hereafter  due  and  pay 
able  unto  them,  their  executors,  administrators 
or  assigns,  proportionally  according  to  the  dates 
of  the  registering  of  the  debts  and  credits  as 
aforesaid,  with  moderate  interest,  if  need  shall 
be  for  their  forbearance  thereof. 


1696- 
1697 


7.  May  assess  the  members  of  the 
Dutch  Church  for  salaries  cf 
Ministers,  etc. 


in.  May  assess  the  members  of  tho 
Mnglish  Church  for  salaries  of 
Assistant  Preacher,  etc. 


And  further,  Wee  do  of  Our  Ms- 
pec  in  11  grace,  certaine  knowledge 
and  nicer  mocon  give  and  grain 
unto  the  said  Minister.  Mlders  and 
Deacons,  by  and  with  the  consent. 
and  advice  of  the  members  in  Com 
munion  of  the  said  Church  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  full  jxnver  and 
authority  to  make  rates  and  assess 
ments  upon  all  and  every  of  the 
members  in  Communion  of  the-  said 
Church,  which  Minister.  Mlders  and 
Deacons,  together  with  the  mem 
bers  in  Communion  of  the  said 
Church  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to 
time,  to  make  rates  and  assess 
ments  upon  all  and  every  of  the 
members  in  Communion  of  the  said 


And   \ve  further  devlare.  that   the 
church-wardens  for  the  said   parish 

for     the     time     being,     together     With 

any  eleven  or  more  of  the  said  ves 
trymen,  shall,  upon  the  Tuesday  in 
Master  week,  yearly.  fore\  cr.  or  at 
any  time  within  ten  days  after  the 
said  Tuesday,  tax.  rate,  and  assess 
the  yearly  sum  of  thirty  pound**, 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parish  in  communion  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  paying  of  the  future 
assistant,  to  be  nominated  and  ap 
pointed  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
paying  and  defraying  the  other  con 
tingent  charges  that  may  yearly 
accrue  within  the  said  parish: 
which  said  assessment  shall  be 
continued  and  allowed  In  such 
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Church  for  the  raising  of  money 
for  the  payment  of  tlie  yearly  sti 
pends  and  salary os  of  the  a  fores;',  id 
Officers  of  the  said  Church. 


manner    as   other    the   assessments 
hereby    appointed    to    be    made    as 
aforesaid,  and  be  collected  and  paid 
yearly    to    the    church-wardens    for 
the  time  being,  by  such  person  and 
persons  as  the  said  church-wardens 
and  vestrymen  shall  appoint,  at  the 
four  usual  or  times  of  the  year  before  mentioned: 
the  first  payment  to  begin   and   be  made  at  that 
feast  day  next  and-  after  the  said  preacher  assist 
ant    shall    be   presented,   and    enter    to   assist    the 
said     rector     in     the     said     church,     in     manner 
aforesaid. 


11.   Time  of  Payments. 

And  the  said  church-wardens,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  pay  the  said  yearly  sum  of  thirty  pounds, 
over  and  above  all  charges  and  deductions  for 
collecting  the  same,  to  the  said  preacher  assistant 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  nominated  as  aforesaid, 
upon  the  said  four  usual  feasts  or  terms  in  the 
year,  by  even  and  equal  portions. 


8.  May  assess  the  members  of  the 
Dutch  Church  for  Repairs  of  said 
Church. 


12.  May  assess  the  members  of  the 
English  Church  for  Repairs  of 
said  Church. 


And  also  for  repairing,  amending 
and  enlarging  the  said  Church  and 
steeple,  belfry,  Coemetry  or  Church 
yard,  and  oilier  things  necessary 
belonging  to  the  said  Church, 
which  rates  and  assessments  shall 
be  paid  unto  the  Deacons  of  the 
said  Church  for  the  time  being. 
and  disposed  of  to  the  uses  afore 
said,  by  order  of  the  said  Minister. 
Elders  and  Deacons: 

And  for  the  better  and  more  easy 
taxing  and  making  of  the  rates  and 
assessments  aforesaid.  Wee  further 
grant  and  declare  that  the  Minister 
shall  on  every  tirst  Sunday  in  the 
Month  of  May  in  the  year. 

give  notice  to  the  members  of  the 


And  we  further  ordain  and  de 
clare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and 
pleasure,  that  the  said  church-war 
dens,  together  with  eleven  or  more 
of  the  vestrymen  of  the  said  parish, 
shall,  and  are  hereby  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  to  make  rates 
and  assessments  in  manner  afore 
said,  for  the  repairing  and  amend 
ing  the  said  church,  steeple,  cem- 
otry  or  church-yard  oT  the  said 
parish,  when  need  shall  be;  the 
said  rates,  taxes,  and  assessments 
for  repairing  and  amending  the 
church  ;.nd  premises,  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  church-wardens  of  the  said 
parish,  and  those,  and  all  other  the 
said  last  mentioned  taxes,  rates, 
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said  Church  by  name  to  appear. 
assemble  and  meet  with  him  and 
the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  said 
Church,  on  the  second  Monday  then 
next  following  in  the  said  Church,  to  make  tin- 
said  assessments. 

And  if  upon  notice  so  given,  they  neglect  or  do 
not  meet,  then  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  the 
said  Minister.  Klders  and  Deacons  do  make  the 
said  assessment,  anything  contained  herein  to  the 
contrary  hereof  in  any  waves  notwithstanding. 

VII.   Privileges  allowed  said  <'hurd). 

See   p.   1!.-,. 

And  \Vee  doe  of  Our  further  speciall  grace,  cer 
tain  knowledge,  and  meer  mocon,  give  and  grant 
unto  the  said  Minister,  Elders,  and  Deacons,  and 
their  Successours,  that  the  said  Minister.  Elders 
and  Deacons,  together  with  the  members  in  Com 
munion  of  the  said  Church.  Inhabitants  from 
time  to  time  inhabiting  and  to  inhabite  in  our 
said  City  of  New  Yorke.  shall  be  called  the  Re 
formed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Our  said 
Citv  of  New  Yorke, 


1.  May   change  their  time 
ings.      See  p.   LT». 

And  that  they  or  the  greatest,  part  of  them, 
whereof  the  Minister.  Elders  and  Deacons  and 
the  major  part  of  the  members  in  Communion  of 
the  said  Church,  shall  have  and  have  hereby 
given  and  granted  unto  them,  full  power  and 
authority  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter  to  appoint,  alter  and  change  such  dayes 
and  times  of  meeting  as  they  shall  think  lilt. 

2.  May    receive    members    into    the 
Church,    and    elect    officers.      See 
p.  'jr.. 

Ami  to  choose,  nominate,  and  appoint  such  and 
so  many  of  Our  Hedge  people  as  they  shall  think 

fitt  and  shall  be  willing  to  ,-iccept  the  same  to  be 
members  of  the  said  Church  a::d  Corporation  juid 
body  politick,  and  them  into  the  same  to  admitt 

and  to  elect  and  constitute  such  other  oilicer 
and  Officers  as  they  shall  think  litt  and  r«-<|uisite 
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ssments,    to    be    made   and 
continued     and    allowed, 
aid. 
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for  the  ordering,   manageing  and  dispatching  of 

the  affairs   of   the   s:iid   Church   and   Corporation 
and  their  Snccessonrs; 

3.  -May  change  their  Rules;  re 
maining  loyal  to  (ireat  Britain. 
See  p.  26. 

And  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordaine.  con 
stitute,  or  repeale  such  rules,  orders  and  ordi 
nances  for  the  good  discipline  and  weal  of  the 
members  of  the  said  Church  and  Corpora  con;  so 
that  these  rules,  orders  and  ordinances,  be  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Our  Realme  of  England, 
and  of  this  Our  Province,  nor  dissonant  to  the 
principles  of  Our  protestant  religion,  but  as  neere 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  Our  Kingdom 
of  England,  and  consonant  to  the  articles  of 
faith  and  worship  of  (lod  agreed  upon  by  the 
aforesaid  Synod  of  Dort; 


VIII.  Final  Ratification  of  their 
Title.  Duties  of  the  Corpo 
ration. 


Final  Ratification  of  their 
Title.  Duties  of  the  Corpo 
ration. 


1.   Right  to  their  Rea.l  Estate. 


1.   Right  to  their  Real  Estate. 


And  further,  know  Yee,  rhat  wee 
of  our  more  abundant  grace,  cer- 
taine  knowledge,  and  meere  mocon, 
have  given,  granted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  Successours 
do  give,  grant,  ratify  and  continue 
unto  the  said  Minister,  Elders  and 
Deacons,  and  their  Snccessours.  all 
and  every  of  the  severall  above  re 
cited  lands,  tenements,  messuages. 
Mannours.  a  n  d  hereditaments, 
within  all  and  every  of  their 
severall  and  respective  li mites  and 
bounds  above  specified,  together 
with  all  and  every  of  their  severall 
and  respective  houses,  buildings, 


And  moreover,  of  our  special 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
nicer  motion,  we  do  give1,  grant, 
ratify,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said 
rector  and  inhabitants  of  our  said 
city  of  New  York,  in  communion  of 
our  protestant  Church  of  England, 
as  now  established  by  our  laws, 
that  the  said  Church  and  cemetry 
or  church-yard,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  within  our  said  city  of  New 
York  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  sole 
and  only  parish  church  and  church 
yard  of  our  said  city  of  New  York. 


edifices,  tenements  closes,  yards,  tofts  of  ground, 
orchards,    gardens,     inclosures,     fields,     pastures, 
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feedinjrs.  woods,  underwoods,  trees,  timber.  Tom 
mon  of  pasture,  meadows,  marshes,  swamps. 
lakes,  ponds,  IM)O!S,  waters,  water-courses,  rivers. 
rivoletts.  brooks,  streams,  fishing,  fouling,  hunt 
ing  and  hawking,  quaryes,  mines,  mineralls.  (sil 
ver  and  sold  mines  excepted)  and  all  other  royal- 
tyes.  jurisdiccons,  franchises,  pivheminciicyes, 
llbertyes,  privileses,  InMietits.  profits,  heredita 
ment^  and  appertenances  whatsoever,  to  all  and 
every  of  the  severall  and  respective  above  recited 
lands,  tenements.  messuas''*.  Mannours.  heredita- 
ments  and  i>remises  helonsins.  or  in  any  waves 
appertaining  or  there  withall  used,  accepted,  re 
puted,  or  taken  to  belong  or  in  any  waves  to 
appertaine  to  all  inients.  <  onstrnc,  ons  and  pur 
poses  whatsoever; 

'_'.   Kisht  to  their  private   income.  •_'.    Itiiriit    to    the    Income    from    the 

Ministry  Act  of  it  ;!>.",. 

As     also     all     and     singular     the  And    our    royal    pleasure    is.    and 

rents,  arrearages  of  rents  and  issues  \ve  by  these  presents  do  declare 
of  the  premises  heretofore  ariseihi:.  tliat  the  said  rector  of  the  said 
due  or  payable.  parish  church  is  a  piod  sufficient 

protestanr  minister,  according  t-> 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
said  Act  of  Assembly,  made  in  the 
aforoaid  fifth  year  of  our  rei^n.  entitled.  "  An 
Act  for  tlie  settliiiLT  of  a  Ministry,  etc.".  and  as 
such  we  do  further  or  our  like  special  u'race.  cer 
tain  I-.nowIedL:e.  ;ind  nice,1  motion,  yive.  yrant. 
ratify,  endow,  app:  opriafe.  and  confirm  unto  the 
said  rector  of  the  parish  of  Trinity  Church,  within 
our  said  city  of  \ew  York,  and  his  successors 
forever,  the  afoi-.'-aid  yearly  maintenance  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  direct  by  the  said  Act  of  Assem 
bly  to  lie  yearly  hnd.  a-s,.ssed.  and  paid  unto  the 
said  siif,:-  lent  plot- Man'  Minister,  for  his  yearly 
maintenance. 

ill  Said  Income  from  said  Acts 
limited  to  sole  use  of  Trinity 
( 'liiir.  li. 

To   have   an«l    to    hold    the   said    yearly    mainte 
nance    of    one    hundred    pounds    aforesaid,    unto 
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him  the  said  rector  of  the  parish  of  Trinity  Church 
within  our  said  city  of  New  York,  and  his  suc 
cessors  to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit 
and  behoof  of  him  the  said  rector  of  the  parish 
of  Trinity  Church  within  our  said  city  of  New 
York,  and  his  successors  forever. 

(2)  The  Civil  Church-Wardens  and 
Vestrymen  must  collect  this  in 
come  of  Act  of  1G93. 

And  we  do,  by  these  presents,  strictly  charge, 
require  and  command  the  church-wardens  and 
vestrymen  yearly  constituted,  elected,  and  ap 
pointed  by  the  aforesaid  Act  of  Assembly,  made 
as  aforesaid,  that  they  faithfully,  truly,  and  with 
out  fraud,  annually  and  once  in  every  year,  for 
ever,  levy,  assess,  and  collect  the  said  yearly 
maintenance  of  one  hundred  pounds,  current 
money  aforesaid,  according  to  the  rules,  direc 
tions,  and  clauses  in  the  said  Act  of  Assembly 
mentioned,  and  under  the  pains  and  penaltyes 
therein  contained. 

(o)  And  must  pay  it  to  said  Rector, 
etc. 

And  that  the  said  church- wardens  mentioned 
in  the  aforesaid  Act  of  Assembly  do  annually,  in 
four  quarterly  payments,  pay  the  said  yearly 
maintenance  of  one  hundred  pounds,  levied, 
assessed,  and  collected  as  aforesaid,  unto  the  said 
rector  of  the  parish  of  Trinity  Church,  and  to  his 
successors,  forever,  as  of  right  they  ought  to  do, 
without  any  delay,  let.  hindrance,  refusal,  dis 
turbance,  or  molestation  whatsoever,  as  they  and 
every  of  them  will  answer  the  contrary  under 
the  pains  and  penalties  in  the  said  Act  of  Assem 
bly  ordained. 

(4)  They  may  lie  prosecuted  by  said 
Rector  in  default  of  payment. 

And  we  further  declare,  that  upon  any  neglect 
or  refusal  of  the  said  Church-wardens  and  vestry 
men  appointed  by  the  said  Act,  of  their  levying, 
assessing,  collecting,  and  paying  the  said  yearly 
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maintenance  of  one  Ir.imlnMl  |M>UII<IK  as  aforesaid, 
tliat  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  tin-  said  nv- 
tor  or  incumbent  of  Hi,-  said  parish  for  tin-  time 
In-ill;:,  to  prosecute  the  said  church-wardens  an<l 
vestrymen,  in  an  action  of  debt,  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  record  within  our  said  province,  wherein 
no  essoin.  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be 
allowed,  anything  con'ained  in  the  said  Act  to  the 
contrary  hereof  in  any  \vay»*s  notwithstanding. 

(VII.  Privileges  of  said  Church. 
(Compare  VII.  under  1  Mitch 
Church,  i 

And  we  do  of  our  like  special  jrrace.  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion.  irivt»  and  ^rant  unto 
tlie  said  rector  and  inhaMtants  of  our  city  of 
Xe\v  York,  in  Communion,  etc.,  full  power  and 
authority,  from  time  to  time. 

1.    May    change    times    of    meeting. 
See  p.  1M. 

To  appoint,  alter,  and  change  such  days  and 
times  of  nn-rt ing  as  tliey  shall  think  tit. 

'_!.    MMV    receive    members    into    the 

(  'hurcli  :   elect    olJicefS. 

See   p.    -Jl. 

And  to  choose,  nominate,  and  appoint  so  many 
«.thers  of  our  lie-.-  people  as  they  shall  think  Ilti. 
and  shall  be  willi!iur  to  accept  the  same,  to  lie 
members  of  the  >aid  clmn-li  and  c<ii-poi-aiion  and 
body  i.<>li!ic.  :i;nl  them  into  the  same  to  admit; 

ai>d  {,.  elect  arid  tonsiitute  ,-uch  other  ollleers 
as  they  shall  t!:;nk  lit  and  requisite  for  the  orderly 
manauri;iLr  and  (l">i':ii<Jiiiiur  of  the  affairs  of  tip- 
said  elu'.ivli  and  con-oration,  and  their  successors; 


and  fr«im  tinn-  to  time  to  make,  ordain  and 
constitute,  or  p-p":1.!  sudi  rules,  orders,  and  ordi 
nance*,  for  the  t;ood  ami  welfare  of  the  members 
of  the  said  churd:  and  corporation,  so  that  those 
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rules,  orders,  and  ordinances  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  our  realme  of  England,  and  of  this 
our  province. 

May  collect  gifts  for  the  finishing 
of  the  Church,  and  for  charitable 
purposes.  See  p.  16. 

And  we  further  declare,  and  by  these  presents 
do  give,  grant,  license,  and  permit  unto  the  said 
rector  and  inhabitants,  etc.  that  the  said  church 
wardens  and  vestrymen,  or  any  other  appointed 
by  them,  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  upon  the  Lord's  day,  after  divine 
service,  or  at  any  other  time  or  times  when  they 
shall  think  it  convenient,  take  and  receive  the 
free  and  voluntary  gifts,  alms,  contributions,  and 
offerings  of  all  or  any  of  our  loving  subjects; 
which  collections,  gatherings,  or  receivings,  shall 
be  employed  by  them  for  and  towards  the  finish 
ing  of  the  said  church,  steeple  and  premises,  or 
any  other  pious  and  charitable  work,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  meet  and  convenient,  any  statute  or 
law  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  ways  notwith 
standing. 

3.  All  to  be  held  for  sole  use  of  said       (VIII)  a.  All  to  be  held  for  the  sole 
Church.  use  of  said  Church. 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  all     TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  all 

and  every  of  the  severall  above  re-  and  every  of  the  premises, 
cited  lands,  tenements,  messuages, 
Mannours  and  hereditaments  within 
all  and  every  of  their  severall  and 
respective  limites  and  bounds  above 
specifyed,  together  with  all  and 

every  of  their  severall  and  respect-  together  with  all  and  singular 
ive  houses,  buildings,  edifices,  tene 
ments,  closes,  yards,  tofts  of  ground, 
orchards,  gardens,  inclosures.  fields, 
pastures,  feedings,  woods,  under 
woods,  trees,  timber,  common  of 
pasture,  meadows,  marshes, 
swamps,  lakes,  ponds,  pools, 
waters,  water-courses,  rivers,  rivo- 
letts,  brooks,  streams,  fishing. 


or  Tin;  STATK  UK   Xi-.w    Y<>KK. 


ll  (;:; 


TIU:  Di'Tcn  rumen,   lOOtJ. 

fowling,  hunting  and  hawking. 
quarrycs.  mint's.  mineralls,  (silver 
and  gold  mines  e.\cept<-di  nnd  nil 
other  Royaltyes.  jurisdicrons.  fran 
chises,  prelieniinencyes.  lihertyes. 
priviledges.  benefits,  profiles,  here 
ditaments  and  appurtenances  what 
soever  to  all  and  every  of  the  scv- 
erall  and  respeetive  above  recited 
lands,  tenements,  messuages.  Man- 
nours.  hereditaments  and  premisvs 
belonging  or  in  any  way  appor- 
taining  unto  them,  the  said  Min 
ister,  Elders  and  I»eacons  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  1  Mitch  Church 
of  the  ('ity  of  New  y<irke.  and  their 
Sliccessours, 

in  Trust  to  the  sole  and  only  use. 
benetite  and  helioofe  of  them  the 
Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  and 
other  members  in  Communion  of 
the  said  Reformed  protestant 
I  Mitch  Church  in  the  City  of  New 
yorke,  and  their  Sliccessours  for 
ever. 


•i  HI-:  kM.i.isn  <  HI-KCH.  K;;»7. 


the  rights,  customs,  usages,  bene 
fits,  members,  advantages,  advow- 
sons.  presentations,  mortuaries,  ob 
lations,  offerings,  fees,  perquisites, 
protits.  royalties.  hereditaments, 
and  appurtenances  whatsoever, 
unto  the  said  Church,  church-yard, 
and  premises  belonging,  or  in  any 
ways  appertaining  unto  them  Un 
said  rector  and  inhabitants  of  our 
said  city  of  New  York,  in  Com 
munion  df  the  Protestant  Church 
of  England,  as  now  established  by 
our  laws  and  their  successors,  to 
the  sole  ami  only  use,  benefit  and 
li'-honf  oi  them,  the  said  rector,  in 
habitants,  en  ..  and  their  successors 
forever, 
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4.   Ownership     of    most     I 
kind. 

TO  r.i:  1101, DEN  OF  VS.  our 
Heirs  and  Successours  in  ffree  and 
common  soccage,  as  of  Our  Man- 
nour  of  East  Greenwich,  in  onr 
County  (»f  Kent,  within  (Mir  Realme 
of  England; 


To  P.E  IK  U. HEN  <>F  fS.  our 
heirs  and  siie<-e<sors.  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  as  of  our  manor  of 

l\ast    <  lrecii\\  i.  li.    in   our   county   of 
Kent,  within  our  realm  <>f  England; 


f).    For  a   nominal  rent. 

YIELDING.  RE.NIHOIM.NC,  AM> 
I'AYINC  THEREFOR  yearly  and 
every  year,  forever,  unto  T's.  our 
Heirs  and  Suceessours.  on  the  feast 
day  of  the  annunciation  of  our 
Blessed  \'ii'gin  Mary,  at  Our  City 


.",.    For  a    nominal  rent. 

YiEi.mv;.  I;EM»EKIN<;  AND 

I'AY1.\«;  THEREI-'MR.  yearly  and 
every  year,  unto  us.  our  heirs  and 
successors.  (.11  the  tirst  day  of  the 
Annunciation  of  our  blessed  Virgin 
.Mary,  at  our  city  of  New  York,  the 
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of  New  yorke,  the  annuall  rent  of      yearly  rent  of   one  pepper-corn,   if 
twelve  shillings,  Current  money  of      the  same  be  lawfully  demanded,  in 


our  said  Province,  in  Lieu  and 
steade  of  all  other  rents,  dues,  du 
ties,  services,  claims  and  demands, 
whatsoever,  for  the  premisses. 


lieu  and  stead  of  all  other  rents, 
dues,  duties,  and  demands  whatso 
ever  for  the  premises. 


6.  Sure  Validity  of  said  Charter.          (j.  Sure  Validity  of  said  Charter. 


AND  LASTLY  WE  DO  FOR  US, 
our  Heirs  and  Successours  ordaine 
and  grant  unto  the  said  reformed 
protestant  Dutch  Church,  within 
the  City  of  New  yorke,  and  their 
Successours,  by  these  presents,  That 
this  our  grant  shall  be  rirme,  good, 
effectuall  and  available  in  all  things 
in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  construc- 
cons  and  purposes  whatsoever,  ac 
cording  to  our  true  intent  and 
meaning,  herein  before  declared, 


AND  LASTLY  WE  DO  FOR  US, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  ordain  and 
grant  unto  the  said  rector,  inhabi 
tants,  etc.,  and  their  successors,  by 
these  presents,  that  these  our  grants 
shall  be  firm,  good,  effectual,  and 
available  in  all  things  in  the  law, 
to  all  intents,  constructions,  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  according  to 
our  true  intent  and  meaning  herein 
before  declared, 


*.  Always    to    be    construed    most 
favorablv   for  said  Church. 


7.  Always    to    be    construed    most 
favorably   for  said  Church. 


AND  SHALL  BE  CONSTRUED. 

reputed  and  adjudged  in  all  cases 
most  favourable  on  the  behalfe  and 
for  the  best  benefite  and  behoofe  of 
the  said  Minister,  Elders  and  Dea 
cons  of  the  reformed  protestant 
Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  New 
yorke.  and  their  Successours:  al 
though  express  inencon  of  the  true 
yearly  value  or  certainty  of  the 
premises  or  of  any  of  them  in  these 
presents  is  not  named,  or  any  stat 
ute,  act,  ordinance,  provision,  proc 
lamation,  or  restriction  heretofore 
had,  made,  enacted,  ordained  or  pro 
vided,  or  any  other  matter,  clause 
or  tiling  whatsoever,  to  the  con 
trary  hereof  notwithstanding. 


AND  SHALL  BE  CONSTRUED, 

reputed,  and  adjudged  in  all  cases 
most  favorable,  and  on  the  behalf, 
and  for  the  best  benefit  and  behoof 
of  the  said  rector  and  inhabitants, 
etc..  and  their  successors,  although 
express  mention  of  the  true  and 
yearly  value  in  certainty  of  the 
premises,  or  any  of  them,  in  these 
presents,  are  not  named;  or  any 
statute,  act.  ordinance,  provision, 
proclamation,  or  restriction  hereto 
fore  had,  made,  enacted,  ordained, 
provided,  proclaimed,  and.  re 
strained,  or  any  other  matter, 
clause  or  tiling  whatsoever  to  the 
contrary  hereof  in  any  ways  not 
withstanding. 


OF  THE   STATE 

THK    WITH    (  Ul'RCH,     tf»fM». 


NKW    Y 


OKK. 


nor. 


THK  FNCI.ISH  <  union,  J0!»7. 

s.  The  I  Mitch  Church  Charter  not  to 
be  interfered  with  by  Trinity's 
Charter. 

AND  WF  rrirniioii  HKCI.AKI:  it  to  be  our 

royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  nothing  herein  con 
tained,  nor  any  clause  or  article  herein  above 
mentioned,  shall  lie  construed  or  taken  to  abridge 
or  take  away  any  right,  privilege,  benefit,  liberty, 
or  license  that  we  have  heretofore  granted  unto 
any  church  in  communion  of  our  Protestant  faith 
within  our  said  Province  of  New  York,  anything 
contained  herein  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any 
wavs  not  withstanding. 
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8.   Signed  and  Sealed. 


Signed  and  Sealed. 


I  N      T 1  ] ST I M ( ) N  V      \\  II  K  It  F< ) F. 

we  have  caused  the  great  seal  of 
our  said  Province  to  be  hereunto 
aftixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  Benjamin  Fletcher, 
our  Captaine  (Jenerall  and  (Jover- 
nor  in  chief  of  our  Province  of  New 
yorke  and  the  territories  and  tracts 
of  land  depending  thereon  in  Amer 
ica,  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same, 
our  Lieutenant  and  Commander  in 
Chiefe  of  the  militia,  and  of  all  tli" 
forces  by  sea  and  land  within  our 
Colony  of  Connecticutt.  and  <>!'  all 
the  fl'orts  and  places  of  strength 
within  the  same,  in  Councill  at  our 
ffort  in  New  yorke.  the  eleventh  day 
f>*  May.  in  the  eighth  year  of  our 
reigne.  Anno<|  Domini,  1  •;«»«;. 


IN  TKSTIMONY  WHFKFOF. 
we  have  caused  the  great  seal  of 
our  said  province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  P.cnjamln  Ffletcher, 
our  caplain-LTciieral.  and  governor 
in  chief  of  our  province  of  New 
York,  and  tin-  territories  and  tracts 
of  land  depending  thereon  in  Amer 
ica,  and  vice-admiral  of  the  same, 
on!'  lieutenant  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  militia,  and  of  all  the 
forces  by  sea  and  land  within  our 
colony  of  Connecticut,  and  of  all  the 
forts  and  places  of  strength  within 
the  same,  in  Council,  at  our  fort  In 
New  York,  the  six'h  day  of  May, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign,  annoq 


P.en.    Fletcher. 


Hen.   Ffletcher. 


By    his    Lxcellency's   Command.  Ity   his   Kxcellency's  Command. 

David  Jamison,  See.  Iiavid  Jamison.  Sec. 
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•  REPORT  OF  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE,  How  TO  MAINTAIN  FRIENDSHIP 
WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

1090,  May  11,  X.  S. 


It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  continue  those  five  nations  in  his 
Majesty's  interest  in  order  to  preserve  those  Colonies,  and  the 
most  proper  method  to  effect  it  is  by  renewing  (as  they  express  it) 
the  Covenant  Chain  which  is  always  done  at  Albany  by  giving  of 
presents  to  them,  which  at  this  juncture  would  be  most  gratefull 
and  acceptable  to  the  Indians  who  are  now  very  poor,  because  the 
Warr  has  disturbed  and  prevented  their  Beaver  limiting  by  which 
they  mostly  subsist.  Eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  pounds  ster 
ling  value  laid  out  in  such  goods  as  they  most  esteem,  if  well  ap- 
plyd,  may  accomplish  this  design.  The  persons  most  proper  to 
treat  with  them,  being  very  much  beloved  by  them,  in  the  Provinces 
of  Xew  York  and  Albany,  are  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler,  late  Mayor  of 
Albany  and  one  of  the  Councill,  MY.  IHrck  Wessells,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Albany,  and  Domine  Godefrklus  Dellius  a  Dutch  Minis 
ter,  these  always  treated  with  them  by  the  help  of  one  Aornaut 
Cornelisse  a  pour  Englishman  their  Interpreter  who  has  lived  a 
long  time  with  the  Indians  and  frequently  converses  with  them. 
-Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  170. 


GOVERNOR  FLETCHER  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  SHREWSBURY. 

May  it  please  Your  Grace.  I  have  received  the  joyful  news,  of 
that  happy  deliverance  to  His  Majesty,  and  his  Government  from 
the  base,  and  horrid  conspiracys,  and  plotts  of  his  Ennemies,  and 
a  day  of  thanksgiving  is  appointed,  throughout  the  province,  to 
be  observed  by  all  II  is  Majesty's  subjects,  who  I  may  say,  are 
unanimously  rejoyced. 

The  Association  is  signed  by  me.  and  the  Council!,  and  copys 
thereof  transmitted  to  each  c«*unry  to  be  si<rned,  by  all  Officers, 
Civil  and  Militarv,  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  whatsoever. 
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There  is  but  one  Gentleman  in  the  City  has  refused,  he  is  a  Roman 
Catholiek,  and  had  made  applieal  i«>n  unto  me.  A  eopv  of  his 
petition  is  herewith  sent. —  Col.  Dors.  X.  V.  iv.  1  1'.'. 


Xew  Yorke  the  :ioth  Mav  It;1.)*;. 

(  'H n:<  n  OF  Xi:\v  YORK. 
Charter  .,f  the    Dut.-h   Clnnvh  of    NYw    Y..rk. 

l •;:»•;,  July  i»;. 

Having  received  ihe  i'oiviioilm-  charter,  and  privileges  of  our 
Charter,  dated  May  11,  1  «'•'.."'».  fmm  (Joyenior  Fletcher,  in  the 
name  of  his  Royal  Majesty,  for  the  use  and  advantage  uf  our 
Church,  Church-buildings  and  lands,  it  \va>  asked  of  the  Old  and 
Xew  Consistories,  where,  and  to  whom,  the  said  Charter  should 
be  committed  and  entrusted.  They  v<[ue<ted  l)<.mine  lienrieiis 
Selyns  to  reeoive  and  accept  the  eliarire.  This,  he  iinallv,  hut  nk- 
luctantly,  consented  to  do,  with  ihe  under>tandinir  that  he  must  imt 
surrender  to  any  one  what  he  had  received.  <pialiiate  <|iia,  unless 
with  the  consent  of  the  said  Consi>torie.-. 

Ilenriciis  Selyns,  Minister  at   Xew  Y«»rk. 

Lih.  A.  -24. 

Notes  from  Charter  of  Hutch  (  'hurch  of  Xew  York. 

1  «;:»»;. 

The,  Charter  requires  that  four  elders  and  fo;ir  deacons  should 
bo  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  members  of  the  ('hurch; 
that  the  moneys  collected  in  the  churches  shall  he  employed  by 
the  minister,  elders  and  deacons,  for  such  pious  and  charitable 
purposes,  as  they  or  (heir  successors  should  j mitre  tit  ;  (hat  the 
Consistory  could  make  and  revoke  their  own  Rules  and  Orders, 
provided  thev  do  not.  conflict  with  the  Laws  of  Fiiirland,  or  the 
Synod  of  Dort.  That,  (hev  were  to  pay  for  the  ('hurch  and  if? 
property  each  year,  twelve  shillings,  <|iieren>.  (The  rents,  up  to 
May  IT,  H'.IMI,  were  paid  on  January  lit,  Hiii'.l.  Lih.  A.  T»,  U,  iM.) 


11 68  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1696 

1691),  July  23. 

PROCLAMATION  BY  Gov.  FLETCHER,  TO  SOLICIT  FUNDS  FOR  THE 
BUILDING  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH. 

kk  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Xew  York  professing 
the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Englanu,  have  with  a  pious  and 
good  intent,  proposed  and  begun  to  erect  and  build  a  church  within 
the  said  City  for  the  publick  service  and  worship  of  God;  at  the 
humble  request  of  the  managers  of  the  said  building,  and  for 
their  encouragement  to  carry  on  and  finish  the  same,  I  have,  there 
fore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  given  and  granted, 
and  by  these  presents  doe  give  and  grant,  free  liberty  to  the  said 
managers  to  gather  and  receive  of  and  from  well-disposed  persons 
such  sum  and  sums  as  shall  bo  voluntarily  contributed,  for  the 
more  speedy  carrying  on  of  the  said  building  ". 

Preceding  this  Proclamation,  even  the  Jews  had  contributed: 
e.  g.  for  building  the  steeple,  Lewis  Gomez,  one  pound  two  shill 
ings:  Abram  Luilna,  on?  pound:  Rodrigo  Pachico,  one  pound; 
Jacob  Franks,  one  pound;  Closes  Michaels,  eight  shillings  three 
pence. —  Wilson's  Mem.  Hist.  X.  Y.  i.  500-1. 

CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1090,  July  20. 

Resolution  as  to  the  method  of  thanking  lion.  Benjamin  Flet 
cher,  our  Governor,  for  the  Charter  of  our  Church. 

Report  was  made  by  Messrs.  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas 
Bayard,  Jacob  Van  Cortlandt  and  Brandt  Schuyler,  the  Committee 
ad  lianc  rein,  that  his  Excellency.  Benjamin  Fletcher,  our  Gov 
ernor,  was  very  favorably  disposed  towards  our  Church,  or  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  this  City,  to  incorporate  us  by 
Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  endowing  us  with  much  profit, 
and  especially  witli  many  privileges.  Such  is  our  Charter  and  is 
so  found  in  the  front  of  this  Record.  The  Consistory  therefore 
resolved,  after  consideration,  to  give  thanks  to  his  Excellency,  in 
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recognition  of  all  this;  Mid  hrsides  in  place  of  the  usual  fee,  to 
make  him  a  present  of  silver  plate,  to  ihe  value  i.f  seventy  five 
pounds  or  eighty  pounds,  in  tin  eurrencv  of  rlii-  Pr-vinee.  The 
Deacons  will  provide  tin-  in  tin-  way  of  a  loan,  and  thev  shall  be 
reimbursed  in  due  time,  fmin  the  Maix-r.  <>r  from  oiher  revenues 
of  the  Church.  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van  ('..rtland;  and  Harem  Schuy- 
]er  are  herewith  requested  to  tender  this  compliment  to  his  Excel 
lency. 

Signed,  IJenricus  Selyns.      Lib.   A.  I»l. 

COMMISSION  OK  IH.LLirs  ANI>  OTHEI;S   TO    MAKE  TKKATY   WITH 
Tin:  FIVE  NATIONS. 

r.t'rij.iniin  Fletcher  Captain  Cent-nil  and  <;..\,ni«.r  in  Ch.-lf.-  of  liis  Majesty's 
Province  of  New  Yorke.  etc..  To  1'eter  S.-lmylcr  Es.j.  on,,  of  his  Majesty'-.  Council 
for  thf  said  1'rovinc.-.  Mr.  Godfrey  Kellius  Minister  ;it  Albany  :in.i  places  adjacent. 
Mnjor  Dlrck  Wcssclls  [M:iyor  of  tin-  «'ity  t,f  All.:iny]  :unl  tin-  M:iy..r  ..f  tli-  d'y  for 
th<-  tlnif  !).-lnj,'.  1  due  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  in,-  K'iven  liy  Ms 
Majesty's  Letters  I'ateuts  under  the  (Jrent  Seale  of  England,  hereby  linpower  ymi 
or  nny  two  of  yon  to  treat,  confer  and  consult  with  tlx-  Five  Indian  Nations  of  the 

Maquucs,    Oneydes.    |<'aljoupes]    Onondapes    ami    Siunekes    who    have    hitherto    I n 

faithful!  to  my  Master  his  Majesty  of  (Jn-at  I'.rlttain.  France  and  Ireland  etc..  and 
to  hold  a  correspondence  with  them  pursuant  to  such  instnn-cons  a>  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  rcccivt-  from  me.  so  as  by  yoi:r  i-ntb-a voui-s  th<-y  may  be  coiiiinm-d  in 
their  fidelity  and  allegiance.  And  from  tlm<-  to  time  you  an-  hereliy  re<|uir<-d  to 
give  a  constant  and  minute  account  of  all  your  proceeding  lo  me  and  his  Majesty1* 
CouiH-ll  for  the  I'l-ovince  c,f  New  Vorkc.  and  I  doe  In-reby  s-;pi-r-..-.|(-  \a.-ale  and 
make  null  any  former  warrant  or  commission  granted  in  this  bi-halfe.  Civen  tinder 
my  hand  and  Seal  att  Albany  the  tenth  day  of  August  in  tin-  eighth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  n-l«ii  Anno  I  Mil.  Kl'.ir.. 

Iten.     Fiefher. 

(The  words  In  the  above  Commission,  within  brackets,  are  from  the  llt-cord  In 
New  York  Council  Minutes,  vll.,  1*10.) 


And  It  IK  hereby  further  directed  by  and  with  the  advice  of  those  of  his  MaJesty'M 
Council  here  present  that  the  mime  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  lodged  in  the  handn 
of  Mr.  Iielllns  towards  the  defraying  the  necessary  charges  of  these  persons  thim 
employed  for  his  Majesty's  service  for  which  he  Is  hereby  obliged  to  give  a  pnr 
tlcular  account  to  me  and  Ids  Majesty's  Council  at  New  Yorke  or  to  the  Coveriiour 
find  Council  for  the  time  being.  Clven  under  my  hand  and  scale  at  Albany  tin- 
tenth  day  of  AuguM  in  th<-  eighth  year  of  his  Majesty's  r.'lt'ii  Anno  I'omlnl  H'.'.Hl. 

(Slgll-l.  I'.en.     I'letcher. 

Itavld   Jamison   C|.   ConclllJ. 
—  Col.    l»o<-H.    N.    Y.    Iv.    177.    17s. 

74 
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F\  FORMATION  FURNISHED  BY  THE  REVEREND  MR.   MILLER  RE 
SPECTING  XEW  YORK. 

Whitehall  Sept.  the  4th  1090. 

At  a  Moot  in?  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
Present  —  Lord  Keeper  Mr.   I'ollexfeu 

Duke  of  Shrewsbury  Mr.   Locke 

Sir  Philip  Meadows  Mr.   Hill 

Mr.  Miller  late  Chaplain  to  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  New  York,  attending,  shewed 
a  Genera  11  Order  from  Colonel!  Fletcher  to  Mr.  (filbert  I-Ieathcote  for  his  Pay 
dated  the  22nd  Aprill  1093.  But  a  servant  of  Mr.  Heathcote's  accompanying  him 
produced  a  letter  of  Col.  Fletcher's  to  Mr.  Heathcote  dated  the  29th  of  May  109.">,  In 
which  the  state  of  his  Accounts  is  limited  to  the  1st  of  June  109.~>.  And  said  that 
Mr.  Hentlicote  had  paid  him  all  that  he  had  ordered  for.  Wherewithal!  nevertheless 
Mr.  Miller  not  being  satisfied  his  complaint  arising  upon  an  account  between  him 
and  Col.  Fletcher  he  was  thereupon  told  that  the  decision  of  that  matter  did  not 
belong  to  this  Board. 

Being  then  further  enquired  of  about  the  stato  of  that  Province  he  gave  these 
following  answers. 

That  there  are  about  three  thousand  Families  in  New  York  and  about  five  thou 
sand  Families  in  Connecticut. 

That  he  was  at  Albany  when  the  French  came  down  that  way  in  the  year  1093. 
It  was  into  the  Mohacs  Country,  beyond  Schenectldy.  There  were  of  them  about 
two  or  three  hundred,  and  as  many  of  their  Indjans.  The  Force  sent  against  them 
was  from  Albany  much  about  the  same  number  (English  and  Indians)  under  Major 
Schuyler.  who  speaks  the  Indian  Language.  Other  forces  sent  from  New  York 
came  too  late.  Major  Schuyler's  Order  from  Col  Ingoldsby  who  commanded  in 
Albany  was  that  when  he  found  he  was  near  the  Enemy  he  should  fortify  himself; 
He  did  so;  And  in  the  meantime  while  sent  out  detachments  who  in  severall 
attacks  killed  about  thirty  or  forty  of  the  French  party,  whereupon  the  rest  fled, 
and  have  not  since  returned.  This  was  the  only  incursion  of  any  moment  that 
was  ever  made  upon  that  Country  before  his  coming  away  in  June  109."). 

That  the  Town  of  Albany  is  fortifyed  only  with  stockado.  There  is  about  one 
Minister  of  the  church  of  England  and  one  Schoolmaster  in  the  whole  Colony  of 
New  York.  A  Dutch  Minister  there  had  instructed  some  Indian  children.  But  the 
English  in  New  York  had  not  endeavoured  it.  There  are  many  Interpreters. 

That  the  Trade  of  Albany  is  chiefly  Beaver.  Formerly  it  may  have  been  to  the 
value  of  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year  but  is  now  decay'd,  by  reason  of  the  Warr 
between  Our  Indians  and  the  French,  not  diverted  to  any  other  place.  The 
burdens  also  of  that  Province  have  made  two  or  three  hundred  families  forsake  it, 
and  remove  to  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  chiefly  and  some  to  New  England. 

That  th*>  Presents  usually  given  to  the  Five  Nations  are  not  distributed  to  par 
ticular  men  amongst  them,  but  in  general  to  the  whole.  It  is  done  in  the  Gover 
nor's  name  as  by  order  from  the  King.  Their  returns  are  in  Beaver  and  Otterskins 
to  the  value  of  twenty  or  forty  pounds.  Those  presents  of  theirs  are  made  to  the 
Governor.  He  is  doubtful!  if  not  sometimes  mentioned  for  the  King. —  Col.  Docs. 
X.  V.  iv.  1S2.  is.",. 

PLAN  SUBMITTED  BY  MESSRS.  BROOKE  AND  NICOLL  FOR-  SECURING 

NEW  YORK. 


That    the    best    and    securest    means    would    be    the    dispossessing   the    French    of 
Canada  and  settling  an  English  Colony  in  that  place. 

That    five   or   six    hardy   youths    (of   good    natural   parts   and    well   understanding 
grammar)  at  least  may  be  sent  to  reside  among  those  Indians  to  learn  their  language 
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perfectly,   and   be  acquainted   with   their  cnstomcs  and    inaniiiTs,    that    thereby    the 

government   may  hnv  the  !..-tt,T  ln:.|-hi    Int..  th.-Sr  measures  and  d.-simie,   and   with 
more  facility  treat   with  them   whenever  il   is  n«'«v->:iry. 

That    some   protestunt    Kimlish   eler-y    may    1 m-ourag.M    t<i    dw.-!l    for   some   .-,-r 

tain  time  with  those  people  to  ende:i\  .MIT  their  conversion  to  the  Christian  Hell-Jon. 
—  Col.    Docs.    N.    V.    iv.    Is:;.    ls4. 


Sept.     Slh    ItJlX). 

CLASSIS  ()!••  AMSTKUDAM. 

(  '( >!:K'KS1'<  >.\  1>K.\(   K    !];.)\i    A.MKKICA. 

Rev.    Ilenrieus   SeKns   to   the   ('l;i  —  i<  of   Ai!is:«-ril;ii!i.   S.-ptcnilicr 
:;<>r!i   I»;:M;.     K.\:r:ict-  \\i.  :'T1. 

Reverend,    Pious   and    V«-rv-L.-;inic«l   ( iciitlcmcn   ;i!id    IJn-ilin-u    in 
( 'lirist  .Ic-ns  : — 

T  have  \vrittcn  vou  alin«.-r  everv  \v;ir.  and  u'ivi-n  ymi  all  iiil'i.ruia- 
tion  a.s  our  ^Mother-! 'liurch,  to  keep  vi.u  ac<juaintcd  with  tlic  state 
r.f  tlie  clnirch  and  the  progress  «.f  the  (i.>sj)el  liere ;  hut  I  liavo 
received  no  answer  from  you  in  two  or  three  year-.  IVrhap-  ..ur 
letters  have  been  forgotten:  or  perhaps  thev  ha\'e  Ix-en  captured 
liy  the  French,  which  is  inure  pn.buhle.  I)r,rinir  that  time,  ind.-.-d, 
i  he  ( 'lass is  has  dune  well,  in  callinir  and  -ending  <>ver  two  excellent 
ministers,  Doinines  Xucella  and  Lupardu-..  t'nr  tin-  rlnin-ln-.-  of 
Kingston  and  Lon^  I-Iand.  Whether  I)<>mine  Nucclla  and  his 
Consistory  have  written  yot,  I  do  nut  know;  l.ut  I)..iMim-  Lupardus 
and  his  Consistory  have  written,  to  rxpres-  their  thaid;>  to  tiie 
Classis,  and  to  <i'ive  information  as  to  the  stat.e  of  their  chnrchw, 
and  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties  Our  number  i>  now  full, 
consisting  of  live  Dutch  Reformed  Mini-trr* :  mysi-lf  at  Xew 
York,  Dellius,  at  Alb;  ny,  Xucella  at  Kingston.  I.uj)ardu>  on  Lmtj 
Island,  ami  Uertholf  in  New  .Irrsry.  The  Lord  irrant  that  this 
ministry  mav  pmvei  effectual  t«>  the  conversion  of  sinners  in  this 
far  distant  west. 

My  Consistory  and  I  hav<-  for  a  ]<>nir  time  labored,  and  taken 
much  trouble  to  secure  certain  privileges  for  our  Reformed  Church 
here.  T!i:  >e  we  have  at  l»-ntrth  obtairird  in  a  very  sat i-facf.>ry 
instrument,  which  is  also  confirmed  with  the  Kind's  seal.  It  i^ 
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entitled  "  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE  REFORMED  PROTEST 
ANT  DUTCH  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
GRANTED  A.  I).  1090."  Its  contents  are  in  respect  to  the  power 
of  calling  one  or  more  ministers;  of  choosing  elders,  deacons, 
chorister,  sexton,  etc. ;  and  of  keeping  Dutch-schools,  all  in  con 
formity  to  the  Church-Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  Anno,  1019; 
also,  the  right  to  possess  a  church,  a  parsonage  and  other  church 
property  as  our  own,  and  to  hold  them  in  our  corporate  capacity, 
without  alienation.  Also  the  right  to  receive  legacies  of  either  real 
or  personal  property,  and  other  donations,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church,  etc.  This  is  a  circumstance  which  promises  much  advan 
tage  to  God's  church,  and  quiets  the  formerly  existing  uneasiness. 
The  arrearages  of  salary  due  to  mo,  are  paid  from  time  to  time, 
and  matters  are  in  a  more  favorable  train  in  this  respect,  than  they 
were  some  time  since. 

In  the  country  places  there  are  many  English  preachers,  mostly 
from  New  England,  having  been  ordained  there.  They  have  been 
in  a  large  measure,  supplied  by  the  High  School  at  Cambridge. 
In  July  last  ten  were  graduated  in  philosophy,  and  eight  in  higher 
studies.  There  are  two  English  churches  here.  One  is  already 
built  (rebuilt)  in  the  Fort;  (the  Chapel)  and  the  other  is  in 
course  of  erection  in  the  City  (Trinity  Church).  Both  are  con 
structed  of  stone  and  are  neat  edifices.  All  this  has  been  done 
since  the  building  of  our  new  church  here,  (in  Garden  street.) 
There  arc  two  Episcopal  ministers  here,  who  temporarily  preach 
in  our  church,  respectively,  after  my  morning  and  afternoon  ser 
vices.  With  them  we  live  in  most  friendly  relations.  Domine 
Dai  lie,  recently  the  French  minister  here,  has  been  called  to  Bos 
ton,  and  ministers  in  the  French  church  there.  Domine  Perrot, 
a  man  of  great  learning,  formerly  a  minister  in  France,  now  servet 
the  Church  of  God  here.  Domine  Morpo  (or  Morpo)  labors  in  the 
more  distant  places  in  the  country.  Domine  Brodet,  (Bondet,) 
who  was  formerly  professor  at  Sahmir,  (Saurnur,)  and  who  has 
lived  and  preached  for  eight  years  among  the  Indians,  has  been 
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called  to  Xew  Rochelle,  live  hours  from  here,  where  he- gives  great 

O  *5 

5afisfacti<.ii  by  his  gifis  and  holy  lit'.-.      Thu-  tin-  Church  of  God 
moves  prosperously  for.vard  on  rhc  waves  uf  the  New  World. 

The  \var  has  also  been  very  disastrous  to  our  land.  Many  of 
our  vessels  have  heen  taken  on  the  hiirh  sea-,  <T  in  the  West 
Indies;  public  morals  have  heen  greatly  corrupted,  and  many 
crimes  introduced  hv  strangers  and  privateers.  The  inhabitants 
are  also  fearing  an  attack  by  sea  or  hy  land.  The  French,  i»ur 
enemies,  have  sought  to  make  such  an  attempt  from  Montreal  and 
(Quebec,  in  Canada.  Undoubtedly  our  dangers  arise  from  the  lx»t- 
tomless  pit  of  our  own  great  sin-.  Our  citv  i<  extending,  high 
houses  are  being  erected,  and  the  shores  are  being  docked  in. 
Indeed,  since  mv  last,  coming  here,  the  citv,  houses  and  inhabitants 
have  increased  fully  two-thirds.  Although  our  sins  are  like  unto 
those  of  Sodom,  let  us  not,  O  (Jod,  become  a  Sodom,  under  thy 
judgements,  yet  our  sins  are  rising  up  against  us. 

IJut  not  1x>  detain  YOU  from  more  important  matters,  I  shall  hero 
conclude,  being  satisfied  to  have  briefly  sketched  the  present  -fate 
of  the  Church  —  your  daughter  in  this  land.  We  commend  your 
per-ons  and  ministries  to  the  Lord  and  to  the  Word  ..t  his  i^race  ; 
and  onrsdves  and  our  unworthy  services  to  your  prayers.  Your 
letter  to  us  will  be  safely  forwarded  by  Mr.  William  I'.ancker,  my 
correspondent,  who  is  known  to  th«-  brethren  ot  the  ( 'las^is ;  or  by 
Domine  Koland,  who  has  annuallv  paid  my  quotum  to  the  Widows 
Fund.  Yalete, 

Your  affectionate  and   willing  colleague  ami  >ervant, 
Iletirieu-,  Selvu-,   Minister  at    New  York. 
Above  -i.\Jy  year-  old. 

I  The  Mil-nature  of  :hi-  letter  ha-  h-en  -toien,  since  it  wa-  deliv- 
en-(l  to  me  at  Am-t«-r.!am.  >ays  Mr.  .i.^hn  U«>meMi  lirodlicad,  in  a 
])encil  note  nu  tlie  ,  ,|-  i-'i  i:  1 1 .  The  ab-.v  signature  has  been  sup 
plied  by  the  dupli-'aN'  -ent  by  way  of  Knglaml.] 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE  ON  THE  XORTHKRN  COLONIES  IN 

AMERICA. 

Whitehall.  Sept.  SO,   1(5%. 

But  because  the  Quakers  inhabiting  some  of  these  provinces  out  of  mistake  or 
pretence  of  conscience  refuse  their  personal  aid  in  the  use  of  force  against  his 
Majesties  and  their  enemies,  it  may  be  left  to  the  prudence  of  the  said  Captain 
Generall  to  receive  from  them  in  money  their  share  of  assistance  for  the  support 
of  those  men,  whom  he  shall  at  any  time  find  necessary  to  raise  and  imploy  in  their 
and  their  neighbouring  defence. 


And  lastly  that  effectuall  means  should  be  taken  for  the  conversion  of  them  to 
the  protestant  faith;  fur  among  these  here,  as  well  as  all  other  men,  Religion  has 
been  found  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  of  union.  To  this  good  use  we  humbly 
conceive  the  Governor  and  Company  here  in  London  for  propagation  of  the  Gospell 
in  New  England,  and  the  parts  adjacent  in  America,  will  be  very  ready  to  apply 
their  stock,  and  Revenue  when  they  shall  be  made  to  sec,  that  the  converting  the 
Mohaques,  and  others  of  the  Five  Nations  (to  which  they  have  already  contributed 
some  small  matter)  is  of  the  greatest  importance  imaginable  for  preserving  of  those 
of  the  protestant  religion  who  are  in  those  parts,  as  well  as  for  the  gaining  new 
converts  to  it.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  lil'T,  22!»,  1230. 

At  a  private  Meeting  of  the  Sachims  of  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany  the  3rd  of  Octo 
ber  KilH». 
Present- — His  Excellency  Col.   Benjamin   Fletcher,   etc. 

Col.    Nich.    Bayard 

Win.    Pinhorne,   Esq.     -   of  the  Council 

Major  Peter  Schuyler  ' 

Matt.    Clarksou,    Esq.,    Secretary. 

(Mr.   Dellius,   Major   Wessells,   the  Mayor  of  Albany.) 


Brethren. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  appointed  Major  Schuyler,  Mr.  Dellius.  Major  Wessells 
and  the  .Mayor  of  the  Citty  of  Albany  to  receive  your  propositions  upon  any  occa 
sion  that  may  happen  in  my  absence.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  U:;0.  1!40. 


ACTION  OF  THE  CITY  VESTRY,  ONLY  SAMUEL  BURTE  BEING  AB 
SENT.     CALL  OF  WILLIAM  VESEY. 

1<;W.  Nov.  2. 

"  Wee,  ye  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  elected  by  virtue  of  ye  said  Act.  hav 
ing  read  a  certificate  under  t  lie  hands  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Myles,  Minister  of  ye 
Church  of  England,  in  Boston,  in  New  England,  and  Mr.  Gyles  Dyer  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Mountfurt.  Church  Wardens  of  ye  said  Church:  of  the  Learning  and 
Education,  of  the  Pious  Sober  and  Religious  behaviour  and  conversation  of  Mr. 
William  Vesc-y,  and  of  his  often  being  a  Communicant  in  the  Receiving  ye  most 
Holy  Sacrament  in  the  said  Church,  have  called  the  said  William  Vesey  to  officiate 
and  have  the  care  of  Souls  in  this  Citty  of  New  York.  And  ye  said  William  Vcsey 
being  sent  for.  and  acquainted  with  the  Proceedings  of  this  Board  did  return  them 
his  hearty  thanks  for  their  great  favor  and  affection  shewed  unto  him,  and  assure 
him  (assured  them)  that  he  readily  accepted  their  Call,  and  would  with  all  con 
venient  Expedition  Repair  to  Engla-ud  and  Apply  himself  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
London,  in  order  to  be  ordained  according  to  the  Liturgy  of  ye  Church  of  England, 
and  would  return  to  his  Church  here  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity". —  Dix's 
Trinity  On.  i.  Lid. 
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LOAN  OF  MONEY,  uv  THK  CITY  YESTRY.  TO  Mi:.  YLSEY,  TO  <;o  TO 

ENGLAND  FOR  ORDINATION. 

low. 

"Ordered  that  tin1  Justices  and  Vestrymen  (lot-  direct  a  warrant  to  the  Church 
Wardens  for  t<»  pay  Mr.  William  Vesey  (called  t<.  otlldate  as  minister  of  this  CIttyi. 
the  sum  of  ninety  live  pounds.  Current  Money  of  New  Yorke.  lit  being  Money  now 
lu  their  hands  Raised  !»y  virtue  of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  for  ye  Maintenance 
of  a  minister,  and  lit  being  to  be  lent  to  the  said  Mr.  'William  V« -sey  Toward  the 
defraying  of  his  Expenses  in  his  Voyage  for  England,  for  ye  pro.-t:r,-lng  his  Ordina 
tion  according  to  ye  Liturgy  of  ye  Chureh  of  England,  and  that  he  glv.-  bond  for 
the  same  ".—  Dix's  Trinity  Ch.  1.  «.HI. 

EARLY  FACTS  ABOUT  REV.  WILLIAM  VKSEY,  I;Y  HIMSELF.     CALLED 
TO  TRINITY  Ci.'URcn.  Hl'.ti;.  Nov.  j. 

Rev.  William  Vesey  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagating  the  Gospel,  Sept.  1710. 
Vol.  '24,  p.  4111. 

"  I  have  been  a  communicant  of  the  Church  of  England  ever  since  I  was  fifteen 
years  old.  and  after  I  had  my  degree  in  the  College  of  New  England  (Harvard),  by 
advice  of  some  ,,f  our  churches  (nut  b.-ing  of  s,g,.  to  receive  orders)  1  preached  sir 
mouths  at  Sag  and  two  years  at  Hempstead  in  this  Province,  where.  I  persume, 
my  Life  and  Doctrine  were  no  Disservice  to  our  Church:  and  after  three  months, 
in  the  Chureh  at  P.oston.  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Miles  and  the  Chureh  Wardens; 
and  then,  being  in  the  twenty  fourth  year  of  my  age.  1  was  called.  November  Uud. 
If.!**;,  by  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  the  City  of  New  York  to  otliciate  as 
Minister  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  minute 
of  said  Assembly  and  Vestry.  Accordingly.  I  departed  hence  for  England:  there, 
was  honored  by  the  University  of  Oxford  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Art*.  July 
11*.  loiMJ  (ICitTVl  Ordained  Priest  ye  'Jud  of  August  foil,, wing,  and  the  same  year  I 
returned  to  the  rjiy  ()f  New  York  ".—  Dix's  Trinity  Ch.  i.  W.  In.-,. 

ON  THE  CALL  OF  REV.  WILLIAM  YLSKY. 

A  letter  of  Col.  Heathcotes.  on  the  Call  of  Mr.  Vesey.  H;:tr,.  although  written 
June  I.1;,  1714,  may  properly  |,e  Inserted  here. 

"  We  had  no  sooner  begun  the  Subscriptions  of  our  church,  but  <>ur  in-xt  care 
was  to  get  us  a  minister,  while  we  had  a  Vestry  in  our  favor,  and  itherei  being, 
at  that  time,  no  Gentlemen  in  Orders,  except  one  Mr.  Smith,  a  Person  of  but  nn 
Indifferent  Character,  our  Vestry  had  nevertheless.  <I  happening  to  be  out  of 
t'.wni.  Resolved  to  call  him  to  the  Living,  in  which  they  were  only  opposed  by 
one  Gentleman:  but  he  did  it  with  so  much  \\viiiiih  that  he  prcvayled  with  them 
to  adjourn  their  meeting  till  my  return:  ffor  the  dispute  betwixt  him  and  the  rest 
of  the  Vestry,  was  not  whether  Mr.  Vesey  or  Mr.  Smith  was  fittest  f,,r  the  Place, 
there  being  unanimous  In  their  opinions  for  the  fl'ormer;  but  Col.  Ffl«Mc|n-r  had  MO 
pas-slonate  a  desire  to  have  Mr.  Vesey  for  his  Chaplain,  that  he  had  influenced  the 
Vestry  «o  make  choice  of  Mr.  Smith,  telling  them  that  the  other  eouid  not  be 

called  to  the  Livinir.  After  my  return  to  town.  ha\lng  a  very  g I  Interest  with 

the  Governor.  !  was  not  long  in  making  him  sensible  of  his  mistake,  and  tlin 
Inevitable  Ruin  tkiat  he  would  bring  up..n  the  Chureh  by  !t  ;  \\hcn-upoii  he  yielded 
to  my  propos.iK  which  was.— That  the  Vestry  might  ha\e  leave  to  call  Mr. 
Ve.sey.  he  solemnly  promising  and  obliging  himself  to  go  to  England,  and  receive 
Orders  without  Loo-e  of  time,  and  that  upon  his  return  he  should  be  Inducted. 
This  piece  of  in-us  was  very  welcome  to  the  Vestry,  who  received  It  with  an 
uncommon  .satisfaction,  and  proceeded  Immediately  and  unanimously  In  their 
Choice:  by  this  means  was  the  Church  Established  In  this  t  Ity.  and  Mr.  Vesey 

settled  In  it.  \\ho  hath  ever  sii continued  with  great  faithfulness  In  the  discharge 

of  hln  duty.  His  life  and  conversation  lias  likewise  been  very  regular,  and  with- 
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out  tho  least  stain  or  blemish  as  to  his  morals:  He  is  not  only  a  very  excellent 
Preacher,  but  was  always  very  careful  never  to  mix  in  his  sermons  anything 
improper  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  Pulpit.  And  the  good  Providence  of  God 
having  continued  him  so  long  among  i:s  for  a  thorough  settlement  of  the  Church 
in  this  Place,  where,  alt  hough  the  Presbyterians  h;i\e  made  several  attempts,  they 
have  not  been  able  to  break  in  upon  us,  a  Happiness  no  City  in  North  America  can 
boast  of  besides  ourselves.  The  account  I  Inve  herewith  given  you  of  Mr.  Vesey 
is  not  grounded  ou  Reports,  having  said  u  )thing  but  what  I  very  well  know  and 
have  observed  from  a  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  Acquaintance  with  and  knowledge 
of  him  ". 

Archives  of  S.  P.  G.,  Vol.  ix.,  Xo.  ID.  Also  The  Church  Press,  March  27,  1886.— 
Dix's  Trinity  Ch.  i.  90. 

CHURCH  OF  NEW  YORK. 

1006,  Nov.  18. 

A  request  from  Dcllius,  at  Albany,  in  the  name  of  his  Con 
sistory,  for  aid  of  certain  persons  there,  who  have  been  robbed  of 
everything  by  Indians  and  the  French. 

'*'  Considering  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  in  relation  to  help 
and  brotherly  assistance,  the  feeling  was  altogether  inclined  to  this 
pious  and  necessary  work,  and  that  in  such  a  case  we  should  do  to 
others  what,  in  like  circumstances  we  should  want  done  to  us  " 
etc.,  whether  as  gift  or  loan.  The  Consistory,  therefore,  loaned 
thirty  pounds  to  the  Consistory  of  Xew  Albany.  Lib.  A.  01. 

ACTION  OF  THE  CITY  VESTRY.     FINAL  CALL  OF  REV.  WILLIAM 

VESEY. 

1690,  Dec. 

"  Pursuant  to  the  directions  of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  Province, 
entitled  an  Act  for  the  Settling  a  Ministry  and  Raising  a  Maintenance  for  them  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  this  Board  doe  unanimously  (Jail  the  said  Mr.  William 
Vesey  to  officiate  and  have  the  care  of  souls  within  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
the  said  William  Vesey  personally  came  before  this  Board  and  informed  them  that 
he  was  ready  to  exercise  the  Function  he  was  called  to  when  he  shall  be  inducted 
into  the  same  ". —  Dix's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  90. 

CHOICE   OF   "MANAGERS    OF    THE    CHURCH   OF   ENG 
LAND"    IN    NEW   YORK    CITY,    AFTER   THE    CALL,    Nov.    2, 
1000,  OF  REV.  MK.  VESEY. 
|  These  are  to  be  (list  muni  she<l   from   the  Civil    Vestry  of  the 

Ministry  Act  of  10JK3.     Their  names  are  as  follows:] 

Samuel    Burt,    John    Crooks,    Jas.    Fmott,    Jas.    Evetts,    Caleb 

Ileathcote,  Robt.  Lnrten,  Nat.  Marston,  Th.  Meahan,  Wm.  Mer- 
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rett,  Win.  ^Morris,  John  Tudor,  Henry  \Yillsnn.     (See  under  date 
March  Til,  KJJXJ.) 

PETITION  FI:OM  X.  RMCIIKI.LK. 

[IfHMIV] 

To  his  Excellency  Coll.  Benjamin  Ffletchcr  Covenmr  In  Chief  and  Captain 
General  of  ye  Province  of  New  York  and  Dependences,  etc. 

The   hunilile   petition   of  ye    inhabitants   of   New    Ko.-helle. 
Humbly  Sheweth: 

That  your  petitioners  having  been  forced  by  the  late  persecutions  In  Franco  to 
forsake  their  country  and  estates,  And  flye  to  ye  Protestant  Princes.  Their 
Majestyes  by  their  proclamation  of  ye  lir>th  of  April  lOMt,  did  grant  them  an  azlle 
In  all  their  dominions,  with  their  Uoyall  protection;  wherefore  they  were  invited 
to  come  and  buy  lauds  In  this  province,  to  the  end  that  they  might  by  their 
labour  help  the  necessityes  of  their  familyes,  and  did  spend  therein  all  their  smale 
store,  with  the  help  of  their  friends,  whereof  they  did  borrow  great  sums  of 
money.  They  are  above  twenty 

poor  and   needy,   not   able 

(MS.    torn.)  ties    and    ('loathing,     much 

they    did    hitherto    beare    above    their 
thereby   reduced   to  a    lamentable  condition, 

as   having   been    compelled    to   sell,    for   that    purpose,    the   things    which    were    most 
necessary   for  their  use.      Wherefore  your  petitioners   humbly   pray. 

That  your  Excellency  may  be  pleased  to  take  their  case  in  serious  consideration, 
and  out  of  Charity  and  pity  to  grant  them  for  some  years  what  help  and  prlvllcdgei 
your  Excellency  shall  think  convenient. 

And  your  petitioners  in  duty   bound  shall   ever  pray.   etc. 

Thauet 

Kiel    Cothoiineau. 
—  Hoe.     Hist.     N.     Y.    111.    W50. 


ACTS  OF  THE  CLASS  is  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

A   Letter  from  New   York. 

lt;<»7.  May  Utli. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  Zolyns,  of  Xew  York,  thanking 
the  Classical  Assembly  for  their  kind  care  in  sending  them  two 
such  pious  and  useful  (edifying)  men  as  Xucclla  and  Lupardus. 
Furthermore  lie  gave  information  of  the  state  of  the  church  in  the 
district  of  New  York  and  other  churches-  in  the  vicinity.  The 
Deputies  on  churches  in  foreign  lands  were  requested  to  despatch 
again  to  Rev.  Zelyns  at  the  first  opportunity  a  courteous  letter  in 
reply,  viii.  2(51. 
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THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  PETICON  FOR  A  CHAR 
TER;  MAY  0,  1097. 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Fletcher  Captain  Generall  and  Com 
mander  in  Clieife  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Xew  Yorke  and 
Territories  thereon  depending  in  America  arid  Vice  Admirall  of 
the  same,  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Commander  in  Cheife 
of  the  Cities,  fforts  and  places  of  strength  by  sea  and  land  within 
his  (Territories). 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Caleb  Ileatheott,  William  Merritt,  John 
Tuder,  James  Emott,  (Henry)  Wilson,  Thomas  Wonham, 
James  Evetts,  John  Crooke,  Robert  Lurten,  Samuell  Burtt, 
William  (Morris?)  Xathanioll  Maston,  present  Mannagers  of 
the  Affaires  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Citty  of  Xew 
Yorke. 

Shewetli  — 

(That  by  virtue)  of  an  Act  of  Generall  Assembly  made  in  the 
fh'ft  yeare  of  his  Majesty's  Raigne  X(1G93)  Entitulcd  An  Act  for 
settling  a  Ministry  in  the  Citty  of  Xew  Yorke,  etc.  Amongst  other 
things  therein  mencmied.  It  is  enacted  that  there  shall  be  (called 
inducted  and  Established  a  good  Sufficient)  protestant  Minister 
to  official"  and  have  the  care  of  monies,  in  the  said  Citty  and  that 
for  his  Encouragement  (there  shall  be  assessed)  Levyed  Collected 
and  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Minister  the  sume  of  one 
hundred  (pounds). 

And  whereas  at  the  same1  time  thai  the  said  Act  was  made  there 
was  noe  Publirk  Church  or  building  (for  the)  said  Minister  to 
officiate  his  said  duty  in  die  Publique  Worship  and  Service  of  God 
According  to  (to  the  practice  of  the)  Church  of  England  Estab 
lished  by  Law  whereby  the  intent  of  the  said  Law  was  likely  to  be 
frustrated  (as  well  as  the  will)  bounty  and  Encouragement  of 
your  Excellency  who  by  your  Excellency's  Pious  Example  has  in 
fluenced  manv  to  contribute  severall  sumes  of  monev  for  the  erect- 
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in£  a  Publiquc  Structure  ami  Church  for  the  Publique  worship 
which  have  hern  employed  hy  your  Excellency's  Petitioner's  who 
have  within  ihis  Ciiiy  built  a  Church  and  Covered  the  same  hut 
(still  need  your  Kxcell.  countenance)  and  Pious  favour  Continued 
to  it -- Therefore  your  Excellency's  Petitioners  m<>st  humbly  pray 
that  your  Excellency  would  he  (pleased  to  irrant  the  same)  unto 
your  Excellency's  Petitioners  in  trust  for  all  those  that  now  are 
or  hereafter  may  he  in  the  (Communion  of  the  Church  of)  Eng 
land  as  now  established  hv  law.  And  that  your  Excellency  would 
be  pleased  to  order  the  same  ( to  be  one  body  )  Politick  in  deed  fact 
and  Name,  by  Xame  of  the  members  in  ( 'ommunion  of  the  ( 'hureh 
of  England  Established  by  Law.  And  that  as  such  they  and  their 
Successors  may  have  hold  use  occupy  (and  possess  all  the)  Advan 
tages,  Priviledii'es,  Iminunityes,  Mortuaryes  and  Appurtenances  as 
are  usually  held  (used  occupied  and  possessed  hv)  Churches  of  the 
Church  of  England  within  his  .Majesty's  Uealme.  And  also  that, 
your  Excellency  (  will  "-rant  the  said  )  (  'hureh  the  aforesaid  yearely 
Maintenance  bv  the  Aforesaid  Law  Established,  (  and  for  the  bene 
fit  and)  for  the  Charitable  and  Pious  use  of  the  same  what  Quan 
tity  of  Land.-*  thereunto  (  neer  or  adjoining  that  of  y<>ur  Excel 
lency's  and)  the  Councill  shall  be  thought  titt. 

And  your  Excellency's  Petitioners  as  in   I)uty  hound,  etc. 

The  petition  of  the  managers  of  the  English  protestant  ('hureh 
called  Trinity  Church  was  read  and  granted:  Ordered  a  warrant, 
issue  for  the  drawing  of  their  ('barter  of  incorporation  the  <|iiif- 
rent  to  be  one  pepper  corne  as  de-irs.  (('oiinc.  Min.)  --Hoc. 
Hist.  X.  V.  iii.  248,  iM'.t. 
^lav  •;,  1»;(.»7.  The  Charter  of  Trinity  Chun-h.  \«-w  York  City. 

[See  under  date  of  May  11.  it'.'.ir,.  f«-r  ihi-  ('barter,  where  it  is 
place«l  bv  the  -ide  of  the  (  harti-r  of  the  hutch  Church,  for  com 
parison,  j 

Not<>    to    t!i«>    rhart>-r    nf    Trinity    fJinr-'h. 

Til.-  adjac-nt    I.-IIK!   ask.-|    f,,r  in    tli.-  nl.uv.-  riinrli-r.    W:M   th"    Khu'1-*    Farm,    whlrh 
on    Aii«nst    17.    Kl'.iT.    was    |,.;is.-.l    l,y    <J.iv.-rn.)r    Fl.-t.'li.-r    f..r    s.-v.-n    y.-:irs    to    Trinity       • 
Churdi.     This   Farm   lay   b.-i  \\.-.-n   Fulron  ami   CliamlM-rs  str.-.-ts.   mxl   Hro:nl\v:iy  and 
Hudson   Uiv.-r.     Originally.   It    was  known  as  tti-   VV.-st    Iiulla   rmiip.-itiy's  Kami,   and 
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was  to  be  tilled  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  servants.  Upon  the  English 
conquest  it  berunio  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  became  known  as  the 
Duke's  Farm.  North  of  this  was  the  Domines  Bouwerie,  extending  from  Chambers 
to  Christopher  streets.  This  was  originally  conveyed  by  Director  Van  Twiller  to 
Roeloff  Jansen,  and  is  generally  known  as  the  Anneke  Jans  property.  This  tract 
was  confirmed  unto  Anneke  Jans,  or  Mrs.  Bogardus  in  10."-4.  by  Peter  Stuyvesant. 

Subsequently,  by  purchase  of  the  heirs  of  Anneke  Jans,  the  Duke's  Farm  took  in 
the  Anneke  Jans  property.  In  1685  when  the  Duke  became  King,  as  James  II., 
this  properly  was  known  as  the  King's  Farm;  but  after  1702,  with  the  accession 
of  Queen  Anne,  as  the  Queen's  Farm 

Note   on    Trinity    Church    Grave   Yard. 

The  Northern  portion  of  Trinity  Church  yard  through  which  it  was  proposed  In 
1847  and  again  in  lS.r>4.  to  extend  Albany  street,  so  as  to  connect  with  Pine 
street,  "  is  the  most  ancient  cemetery  in  this  city,  and  probably  in  this  country. 
It  was  established  by  the  Dutch  on  their  first  settlement,  and  as  a  burial  ground, 
it  is  nearly  a  century  older  than  the  other  sections  of  the  yard.  It  was  originally 
a  valley,  about  thirty  feet  lower  at  its  extreme  depth  than  the  present  surface,  and 
has  undergone  successive  fillings,  as  the  density  of  interments  rendered  it  neces 
sary,  to  raise  the  land  until  it  reached  the  present  surface;  so  that  the  earth  now, 
to  a  depth  of  several  feet  below  the  original,  and  thence  to  the  present  time  of 
Interment,  is  in  truth  filled  with  human  remains,  or  rather  composed  of  human 
ashes.  The  bodies  buried  there  were  those  of  many  thousand*  persons  of  several 
generations,  and  of  all  ages,  sects  and  conditions,  including  a  large  number  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  who  died  whilst  in  British  captivity; 
and  almost  every  old  family  that  is  or  ever  was  in  this  city,  has  friends,  relatives 
or  connections  lying  there  ".  Report  of  Com.  of  Aldermen,  1847,  against  opening 
Albany  street  through  Trinity  Church  yard. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE  AGAINST  THE  ACT  DECLARATORY 
OF  THE  RIGHTS,  ETC.,  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  XEW  YORK. 

Whitehall,   llth  of  May,   1007. 

Fourthly  and  lastly,  one  Entituled,  an  Act  declaring  what  are  the  rights  and 
Priviledges  of  their  Majesties  subjects  inhabiting  within  their  Province  of  New 
York  which  doth  in  our  humble  opinion  give  unto  the  representatives  of  that 
province,  ;o()  great  and  unreasonable  priviledges  during  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly; 
and  to  all  inhabitants  (except  Inholders)  such  an  exemption  from  the  quartering 
of  soldiers  as  we  conceive  may  be  inconvenient  to  His  Majesty's  service  there, 
and  contains  also  several  large  and  doubtful  expressions.  For  which  reasons  we 
are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  said  act  be  repealed,  and  that  instead  thereof  (for 
satisfying  the  mindes  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  pn>vin<-<>)  the  effect  of  a  Charter 
granted  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia, 
according  to  the  annexed  copy,  may  be  proposed  to  the  General  Assembly  there,  to 
be  by  them  enacted  and  then  transmitted  hither  for  his  Majesty's  Royal  approbation. 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  2<i3,  2(14. 

REPORT  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  BUILDING  TRINITY  CHURCH. 

lt><)7,    May   28. 

A  committee  of  tho  Vestry  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mayor  William  Merrett, 
Mr.  Thos.  Clarke,  ''apt.  William  Morris,  and  ('apt.  Tudor,  (absent  In  the  service,) 
who.  on  Hi.-  lM:h  of  June  1t;<)7,  made  a  return,  that  according  to  order,  they  had 
Kprnt  a  day  in  getting  subscriptions  and  in  collecting  money  for  erecting  Trinity 

(•Estimated   to   be  between   thirty    thousand   and   forty   thousand.) 
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Church.  The  members  of  the  corporation  generally  encouraged  the  good  work  al-i> 
by  their  own  example,  not  only  in  the  cheerful  payment  of  th.-lr  lawful  dues,  b  t 
by  their  free  will  offerings. 

Mr.   James    Kniott    presented    four   pis'.des   ifrom   sixteen    t..   twenty   d-dlarsi    as   a 
voluntary  gift.     The  following  were  free  gifts. 

Mr.    r.enjamln   Aske,  t   1  . !'.» 

Capt.    Thomas   Wenham, 

Mr.    Kobert    Luriinir.  ;;. 

William    Merrett,    KS«I.. 

Mr.   James   Evets.  ] 

Mr.    Michael    Ilowden,  :{. 

Mr.    Nathaniel    Marston  1. 

M*r.   Thomas  Burroughs,  •_'. 

Mr.    William   Jam-way. 

Capt.    William    Morris. 

Mr.    William    Huddelston. 

Mr.    C.abriel    Ludlow,  2. 

Mr.   John   Crooke. 

Capt.    Ebeiiezer    Wilson.  j. 

Mr.     William    Sharpas. 


On    two   subsequent   occasions    several    of   these    persons    eon:  rilniteil    respect  I.  e!v 
from   three  to   live  pounds.—  Herriaifs   Trinity   Church.    17. 

PROPOSITIONS  <•!••  THK  ().\<>M>.\<.\  SACHIMS. 

Propositions  ma<k>  by  the  Saehims  ..f  Onomlatre  in   Albany  this  :«th  of  June.    II;;IT. 

Present  --  Col.    Peter  Srhuyler  Major    hir.-k    Wessdl 

I>«'l!lns  Captaine  Kvert    Hanker 


Brother  Cajenqulrago 

I  will  not  conreal  any  .lUroiirse  that  passed  between  Odafsi-tha  and  on.mdl-i. 
The  Onondio  said: 

Chilil.  you  x<>  now  to  y..ur  own  Country.  I  am  wholly  in.  -lined  to  pea.-e.  I  would 
hnv««  your  arm  tyed  to  mine  that  hereafter  we  mlirht  live  pea^-able  toR.-ther. 


answers:  — 

No  Father.  I  will  nor  have  my  arm  tyed  to  yours.  h.M-an-e  yo-i  mi^'tit  lift  up 
your  arm  against  my  own  people  and  then  my  arm  would  lia'it;  to  yurs. 

Then  the  Onondio  answered  him*  that  he  would  never  make  \\arr  a-aine  with  the 
Five  Nations.  The  Ouondlo  sends  for  Ciinairhkonjet  to  x<>  and  dwell  three  years 
In  his  bosom.-,  and  In  that  time  he  will  know  his  Intentions.  AM  this  we  have 
sent  to  the  I'pper  Nations  for  advice,  though  we  believe  It  will  not  be  agreeable 
to  the  whole  House  beeause  the  Onondio  hath  den-lved  them  In  this  manner  m.,re 
than  onee. 

Brother  Cajenqulra^'oe. 

Wee  thought  the  two  Moha<]iie*  which  our  Father  sent  to  Canada  were  detained 
by  the  Onondio  ami  In  order  to  release  them  we  had  prepared  a  k'feat  I'..  -It  of 
Wampum  to  be  sent  by  our  messenger,  but  h.-arlnj;  they  were  returned  we  kept 
the  H.-lt. 


•  "  AHsiired    him".     Original    Minute   In    New   York    Colonial    Manuscripts,    xll 

t  This  word   Is   "  Canaxhkoiise  "   In  the  text,    but   It    Is  corrected   aecordlnjc   to   th- 

original    In    New    York    Colonial    Manuscripts,    ill.      It    IM   xupl .1    to   be   «H|ulvab-nt 

to   Konosslonl.    whb-h   means  the   whole   house,   or   the   entire   Five    Nat  Ions. 
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Brother  Cajcnquiragoe. 

Wee  sent  lately  seven  bands  of  wampum  by  Juthory  (who  is  since  killed)  to 
desire-  you  to  assist  us  in  the  rebuilding  of  our  Castle  and  have  been  informed  by 
some  in  his  company  that  you  give  t:s  a  favorable  answer,  wee  hope  you  have  not 
forgot  it,  it  will  be  very  convenient  time  to  do  it  when  our  corn  is  eatable;  for 
we  do  not  reckon  that  it  is  peace  though  there  is  discourse  of  it. 

Upon  this  they  give  seven  hands  of  Wampum. 

Delllus. 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  Propositions  made  by   the  Sachim  of  Ouondagoe. 

Present  —  Collonell   Schuler  Major  Wessells 

Dellius  Capiaine    Banker. 


Brethren,  we  cannot  imagine  how  you  became  so  dronck  in  your  understandings 
as  to  call  Onondio  your  Father.  Wee  know  no  Father  Onondio  here,  he  is  our  and 
your  enemy;  do  you  call  your  enemy  your  Father,  who  has  no  other  thoughts  but 
to  kill  and  destroy  you.  Our  two  Molmques  who  were  lately  at  Canada  were 
wiser;  they  called  him  to  his  face  no  otherwise  then  Onondio. 

What  you  speak  of  being  assisted  in  rebuilding  your  Castle:  —  Brethren,  you 
shall  always  find  Cajenquirago  very  ready  to  do  it. 

What  you  say  about  the  Ououdios  desire  to  have  Kanack  konje  lodged  in  his 
bosome  for  three  years  that  he  might  better  know  his  intentions:  —  Brethren  wee 
believe  that  the  whole  House  long  agoe  knows  his  heart  to  be  nought  therefore 
not  necessary  for  Kanack  Konje  to  go;  also  we  believe  he  is  too  wise  to  go,  and 
that  you  will  perswade  him  to  the  contrary. 

What  you  say  of  Oueyde  that  its  concluded  there  that  none  of  them  hereafter 
shall  go  live  at  Canada:  —  Brethren,  Their  words  are  very  good  if  they  are  but 
confirmed  by  their  deeds. 

What  you  mention  about  the  Belt  which  Cajenquirago  sent  by  Sadegojendon  last 
winter  to  you  to  informe  you  that  he  had  come  to  Albany  with  some  forces  to 
cover  us  and  you  from  the  insults  of  Onondio  and  that  the  said  Belt  was  but  just 
come  to  your  hands;  Brethren  —  it  is  well  done  that  you  have  sent  it  to  the 
Upper  Nations;  therein  you  may  see  how  willing  readd3r  and  carefull  Cajenquiragoe 
is  to  serve  us;  and  would  the  Onondio  have  fought  with  him  as  he  threatened,  he 
would  have  received  him  very  well  with  powder  and  ball,  but  for  the  Ouondio  he 
makes  a  great  noise  just  like  empty  Casks,  which  sound  most. 

Upon  this  thev  were  given  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

Uellius. 

—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  279,  280,  281,  282. 
A  true  Copy. 

(Signed)      David   Jamison   Cl.    Concilij. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  AND  THEIR  CORRESPONDENCE. 
The  Claris  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Ilenriciis  Selyns,  pastor  at  New 
York,   concerning  the   Church   in   New  Netherland,   June   10, 
1097.     xxvii.  2:57. 
Reverend,     Godly     and     Highly-Learned     Sir    and     Brother    in 

Christ  :— 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  safely  received  your  letter  of  Sep 
tember  30th  1C9G,  relating  to  Curacoa.  We  regret  that  you  did 
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not  receive  our  letter.  The  insorurii  v  of  tlic  sea,  through  the  many 
privateer?,  is  the  cause  of  such  Insscs.  We  are  irlad  that  the  Revs. 
Xucella  and  Lupardns  arrived  safely,  and  that  yon  liave  informed 
us  where  these  and  other  brethren  are  located.  \Ye  wish  the  rich 
blessing  of  the  ^lost  Iliii'h  upon  them  all  —  upon  their  persons 
and  their  services.  We  hope  to  hear  with  joy  that  their  labor  has 
not  been  in  vain  in  ('hrisi.  Mav  ihev  win  many  souls  unto  Jesus 
Christ,  and  b<-  partakers  of  salvation. 

We  rejoice  over  the  charier  for  the  iMi'ch  churches,  at  Xew 
York,  and  \vhieh  is  ratified  by  the  KiniiV  se:d.  We  trust  that  they 
(it  )  may  enjoy  the  beneficial  fruits  thereof. 

We  are  i\}^n  o-lad  that  the  arrears  of  your  salary  are  bein«j  paid 
up,  and  that  all  things  are  tending  toward  a  better  condition  ;  also 
that  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  ( 'hri-t  is  flourishing  under  ilie  ministra 
tions  of  scvcj-al  Knirlish  and  I'Yoneh  pastors;  and  that  the  Rev. 
Rrodet  (Bondet)  is  doinjj  much  to  editicati«.n  in  the  lanirnair«-  of 
the  savaires.  While  it  was  j)ainful  to  learn  what  loss  the  war  had 
caused,  as  well  as  the  deterioration  in  morals,  caused  by  stranjr'-rs ; 
and  what  anxieties  y<>n  iYel  lest  you  should  be  surprised  by  the 
French  ;  on  the  other  hand  it  was  pleasinir  to  h-ar  of  the  prospi-rity 
of  your  city  and  the  remarkable  increase  of  it-  inhabitants.  The 
Lord  irrant  that  these  bl<-<Hn^  may  he  foll.,w«l  by  spiritual  ones 
and  that  the  people  may  show  themselves  vortliv  of  Midi  blessing 
by  irodliness. 

The  affairs  of  the  churches  in  the  Fatherland  are  managed  on 
their  usual  footing  so  that  we  have  little  to  tell  you.  Rev.  Yo~kuil, 
who  died  at  \\Vesp,  has  b^en  succe<-d. d  by  Rev.  Klinirnant  of 
Amstelveen.  To  the  latter  place  KOV.  Klias  is  called. 
Ciroonewepen,  pastor  in  Amsterdam,  di-d  May  «',th  Kilt*;.  Rev. 
Adrianus  Deukelaar,  is  call.-d  fn-m  Firecht.  was  in-talle<l  in  his 
place  on  September  30th.  The  Fatl.M-rland  is  still  struir.irlimr  in 
the  ruinous  war  with  France.  Privateering  is  diminidiin;:  our 
commerce.  We  m-ontlv  flattered  ourselves  with  the  hop.-  of  peace; 
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but  what  success  shall  follow  is  known  only  to  God.  Indeed,  one 
waits  for  peace,  but  there  is  nothing  good;  for  a  time  of  healing, 
but  lo !  there  is  terror.  ]\Iay  the  Lord  in  whose  hands  are  the 
hearts  of  the  Kings  of  the  earth,  incline  them  to  peace.  In  closing, 
we  commend  you  and  your  church,  and  indeed  all  the  churches  and 
ministers  in  Xew  Xeiherland,  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  grace. 
Wishing  you  every  divine  blessing,  we  remain, 

Your  mosr  affectionate  brethren  in  Christ,  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.     In  the  name  of  all,  the  Deputati  ad 
res  maritimas, 

Jan  de  Rooy,  Eccl.  Amstelod, 

A.  Oosterland,  Eccl.  in  Waverveen, 
P.  de  Bois,  Eccl.  Amstelod, 
P.  Hyblom,  Eccl.  in  Xieuwe  Loosdregt. 
Done  in  Amsterdam, 
June  10,  1607. 

COMMISSION  OF  THE  EARL  OF  BELLOMONT. 

Extracts   as   to   Religion. 

June   18,    1U<J7. 


And  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  the  persons  thereupon  duly  elected  by  the 
Major  part  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  respective  Counties  and  places,  and  so 
returned,  and  having  before  their  sitting,  taken  the  oaths  appointed  by  act  of 
Parliament  to  be  taken  instead  of  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  supremacy  and 
subscribed  the  Test  and  the  Association  aforesaid  (which  oaths  you  shall  Coinis- 
sionate  fit  persons  under  our  seal  of  New  York  to  administer  and  without  taking 
the  said  oaths  and  subscribing  the  said  Test  and  Association  none  shall  be  capable 
of  sitting  though  elected)  shall  be  called  and  held  the  general  Assembly  of  that 
our  province  and  territories  depending  thereon. 


We  do  by  these  presents  authorize  and  empower  you  to  collate  any  person  or 
persons  in  any  churches,  Chappels  or  other  Ecclesiastical  benefices  within  our  said 
province  and  territories  aforesaid,  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  happen  to  be  void. 

And  we  do  by  these  presents,  Will,  Require  and  Command  you  to  take  all 
possible  care  for  the  discountenance  of  vice  and  the  encouragement  of  virtue  and 
good  living,  that  by  such  example  the  infidels  may  be  invited  and  desire  to  partake 
of  the  Christian  faith.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  2<>0,  2t>7,  2<>9,  272. 
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DECLARATION'  i;v  RF.V.   WILLIAM  VKSEY  or  His  ADHKRANCK  TO 
TIIK  CHURCH   OF  ENGLAND,  AUGUST  2,  1('»!»7. 

Henry,  1-y  divine  permission  LORD  BISHOP  OF  LOXDOX. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  or  may  conscrn.  health  in  our 
Lord  (iod  Everlasting.  WHEREAS,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
made  in  the  first  year  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady,  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  Entituled,  an  Act  for  the  abrogateing 
of  the  oaths  of  Supremacy  and  Allegiance  and  appointing  other 
oaths:  it  is  provided  and  enacted  that  Every  person,  at  his  or  their 
respective  admission  to  be  incumbent  in  any  Ecelesiasticall  pro 
motion  or  dignity  in  the  Church  of  England  shall  subscribe  and 
declare  before  his  ordinary  in  manner  and  form  as  in  the  said  Act 
is  contoinod  XOW  KNOW  YEE  that  on  the  day  <>f  the  date  hereof 
did  personally  appear  before  us,  ]\Ir.  William  Yesey  to  be  admitted 
to  the  "Ministerial  function  in  ye  City  of  Xc\v  Yorko  and  sub 
scribed  as  followeth  by  the  said  Act  is  required.  ]  William  Yesey 
do  declare  that  I  will  Conform  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England  ns  it  is  Xow  by  law  Established.  In  W1TX  KSS  whereof 
we  have  caused  our  Seale  Manual  to  be  aflixed  to  these  presents 
Dated  the  second  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou 
sand  -ix  hundred  ninety  soavcn,  and  in  the  L'lVond  year  of  our 
Translation. 

ORDIXATION  OF  KKV.  WILLIAM  YESKY  HY  TIN:  BISHOP  <>r  LONDON. 
Tenore  prescntium  XOS  IIEXRTCUS  permissione  Divina 
LONDIXKXSLS  EPISCOPUS  notum  faeimus  Vniversis,  <piod 
die  secundo  ]\fensis  augusti  Anno  Dom.  Millesimo  Sexcentessimo 
Xonagesimo  (septimo)  in  Capella  nostra  intra  palatium  nostrum 
de  Eulham  ^liddlesexiae,  nos  pfatus  IIKNIIKTS  LOXDIXEX- 
SIS  EPISCOPUS  antedictus  sacros  onlines  Dei  omnipotentis 
psidio  Celebrantes;  Dilectum  Xobis  in  Christo  Guilielmura  Yesoy 
A.  ^Nf. :  ex  L^niversate  Oxon  de  vita  sua  Laudabili  ac  inoruin  &:  vir- 
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tutum  suarum  donis  Xobis  multipliciter  Commendatum  ac  in  Bon- 
arum  Literarum  studio  &  Scientia  Eruditum  &  per  nos  &  alios  quo 
ad  omnia  in  ea  parte  requisita  examinatum  &  approbatnm,  in 
sacrum  Diaconatus  (Presbyteratus)  Ordinem  juxta  morem  &  ritum 
ecclesiae  Anglicanae  in  hac  parte  Salnbriter  editos  &  provisos  ad- 
misimus  &  promovimus  Ipsumque  in  Diaconum  'Presbyterum) 
Rite  &  Canonice  tune  &  ibidem  ordinavimus.  IX  CUJUS  RET 
TESTIMOXILQI  Sigillum  Xostrum  Episcopale  presentibus  ap- 
poni  fecimus.  Datis  die  anno  pdiotu?  Xostraeque  traiislationis 
anno  vicesimo  Secundo. 

II.   LOXDOX. 

THE  BISHOP  OF  LONDON  TO  THE  CITY  VESTRY  OF  XE\V  YORK. 

August  2,  1697. 

HEXRICUS  permissione  Divina  Londinensis  Episcopus  Di- 
lecto  Xobis  in  Christo  Gulielmo  Vesey  Olerico  Salutam  &  Gratiam: 
ad  peragendum  Officium  parocbi  in  Ecclesia  de  Xew  Yorkc  in  par- 
tibus  occidentalibus  in  presibus  Commuiiibus  aliisque  Ministeriis 
Ecclesiasticis  ad  officium  parochi  pertinentibus  juxta  formam  de- 
scriptam  in  Libro  publicarurn  precuin  authoritate  parlianianti 
hujus  Inclyti  Regni  Angliae  in  ea  parte  edit  &  provis.  Canones  & 
Constitutiones  in  ca  parte  Legitime  Stabilitas  &  publicatas  et  non 
aliter  neque  alio  modo  tibi  de  Cnjus  fidelitate,  morum  Integritate, 
Literarum  Scientia,  Sana  Doctrina  &  diligentia  plurimum  Conridi- 
mus  (prestito  primitus  per  te  .hi  ram  en  to  tain  de  agnoscendo  regiam 
Suprernam  Majestatom  Juxtavim,  formam  et  EiTectum  Statuti  \var- 
liamenti  dicti  regni  Angliae  in  Ea  parte  Edit.  &  provis.  quern  de 
Canonica  obedientia  Xobis  &  snccessoribus  nostris  in  omnibus  lici- 
tis  «fe  honestis  per  te  prestanda  &  exbibenda  Subscriptisque  per  te 
Tribus  illis  Articulis  mentionatis  in  Tricessimo  Sexto  Capitulo 
Libri  Constitutionum  sive  Canonnm  ecclesiasticorum  anno  Domini 
1604  regia  Authoritate  Editonnn  et  promulgatornm)  Licentiam  et 
faciiltatem  Xostram  Consedimus  &  Tmpartimus  per  presentes  ad 
nostrum  beneplacitnm  Thmtaxit  Duratnrias.  TX  CITJLTS  REI 
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TESTIMONIUM  Sigillum  nostrum  quo  in  sirnilibus  pemmque 
utimur  presentibus  apponi  fecimus.  Oat.  secundo  die  Angusti. — 
Dix's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  481-3. 


SLAVES  ix  SALLY,   (SALEE.) 
Trinity  Church. 

1007,  Aug.  <"».*     At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church. 

Ordered,  That  there  l.e  a  petition  drawn  for  the  money  that  was 
collected  for  the  Slaves  in  Sallv,  and  in  case  it  was  not  disposed 
for  that  use,  then  to  he  disposed  for  the  other  pious  uses  as  his 
Excellency  and  Council  should  think  tit;  and  the  same  to  l>e  de 
livered  to  his  Excellency  l»y  Mr.  Mayor  and  Captain  Tho. 
Wenhain. 

Records  i.    !>.     TJerrian's  Trinity  Church,   11). 

SYNOD  OF  XOKTII   HOLLAND,  AT  EDAM. 

1»;:»7,  Aucr.  8-18. 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  N'ork,  dated  Septemher  30,  1C96, 
written  hy  Rev.  Ilenrieus  Selyns,  to  the  Mev.  ('lassis  of  Amster 
dam. 

1.  lie  had  written  almost  every  year  hut  of  late,  had  received  no 
reply. 

2.  The  Revs.  Xucella  and  Lupardus  had  since  (his  last)  arrived 
in  good  health. 

3.  The  Dutch  Ministers  now  numhered  live  in  all:  Rev.  Selyna 
at  Xew  York ;  Rev.  Dellius  at   Xew  Alhany;  Rev.   Xucella  on  tho 
Esopus ;  Rev.    Lupardus  on    Long    Island;   and    Rev.    Harthold  in 
Xew  Jer«ev. 


•  Sei»t.  0,   according  to   Dr.    IHx.    Hint.   Trinity   Church   112.     See  AIIHWIT,    Dec.  2, 
ICitT. 
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4.  lie  wishes  and  prays  God  for  continuance  in  his  office  and  for 
conversions. 

5.  He  and  his  Consistory  had  procured  for  the  Dutch  Church 
certain  privileges,  (a  certain  Charter)  very  satisfactory,  and  rati 
fied  by  the  Royal  Seal.     A  brief  summary  of  the  same  is  furnished 
herewith. 

G.   His  (salary)  arrears  were  paid  now  and  then,  and  everything 
was  adjusting  itself  to  a  better  condition  than  heretofore. 

7.  In  the  open   country  there  were  many  English  preachers, 
mostly  from  Xew  England.     For  the  two  new  churches  there,  (one 
in  the  Fort,  and  Trinity)  two  Episcopal  ministers  had  been  ap 
pointed;  but  they  preached  provisionally  in  the  Dutch  churches; 
and  they  lived  together  with  thorn  in  all  amity. 

8.  Rev.  Daille  was  pastor  of  the  French  church  at  Boston  ;  Rev. 
Perrot  of  the  church  at  Xew  York;  Rev.  Morpo  of  the  outside 
villages;  Rev.  Brodet.  (Bondet)  who  had  preached  for  eight  years 
in  the  Indian  language,  had  been  called  to  Xew  Rochelle,  where 
he  was  the  means  of  great  edification. 

9.  He  complains  of  the  injury  done  by  the  war,  and  the  cor 
ruption  of  morals  by  foreigners  and  pirates;  as  also  of  the  fear  of 
being  attacked  by  water  or  by  land.     This  the  French  had  already 
attempted. 

10.  He  tells  of  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  which  is  being  ex 
tended,   and  where  high   houses  are  being  put  np,   and   water  is 
converted  into  land  :   [  i.  e.  marshes  were  filled  up.     Pearl  Street 
was  the  street  along  the  river  then;   and  three  blocks  had  been 
added  since.     It  is  not  kno\vn  from  the  general  histories,  that  this 
process  of  filling  up  had  begun  so  early  as  1696:]   and  the  in 
habitants,  since  his  last  arrival,  had  increased  two  thirds.     [Popu 
lation  was  4000,  in  1700.] 

11.  He  commends  us  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  Grace,  and 
himself  to  our  prayers. 

12.  In  order  to  get  our  letters  delivered  to  him,  (he  says)  make 
use  of  Mr.  William  Banckertz,  known  to  Rev.  Roland.     The  latter 
has  paid  for  Rev.  Selyns  his  quota  for  the  Widows'  Fund. 
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CHURCH  OF  XK\V  YOKK. 

To  Tin-;  Ki:v.  CHASSIS,  OK  THMII:  KKVKKKXCKS  TIIK  DKITTIES  FOR 
FOKKKJ.V  AFFAIKS,   AND  TO  TIM:  ( 'iiruriiKs  ;  TO   I:K  RI:AI>  A.\D 

CONSIDKKKI)    HY    TIIK    Kl-iV.    Cl.ASSIS    OF    A.MSTKKUAM. 

Proceedings  of  our  Consistorial  M«  -ling,  to  elect  a  second  .Min 
ister,  and  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-Wardens,  I'm-  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  of  .Jesus  Cliri-t,  at  Xc\v  York,  held  in  the  years 
lu'UT  and  IG'Jt1.  Extracts,  Vn!.  xxi.  :;'.»7-i». 

[Aug.  10,  1GUT--  Xov.  1!>,  1<;:»^. 

Xo.  1.  Kequest  of  some  people  fm-  a  second  inir.i.-ler  of  the 
Dutch  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  at  New  York. 

T<>  the  llcv.  ^linister,  Khh-rs,  Deacons  ami  Church-Masters,  of 
the  Dutch  Congregation  in  the  City  «,f  Xcw  York: 

Inasmuch  as  inanv  memhcrs  nf  said  church  are  aware  of  the 
arduous  and  difficult  services  imw  resting  upon  the  learned  and 
pious  Domine  Selyns,  their  j»resent  teacher;  and  that  said  min 
ister  is  now  aged,  and  cannot  endure,  without  great  weariness,  the 
continual  service  of  frequent  preaching  and  catechizing,  unless 
suitable  assistance  be  given  to  him  : 

And,  whereas,  our  congregation  has  considerably  increased,  while 
attention  to  the  service  grows  harder  cverv  dav;  and  inasmuch  as 
we  are  so  far  from  Holland,  that  we  cannot  quickly,  nor  without 
great  difficulty,  hope  f<>r  another  minister,  in  case  of  tho  death  of 
our  present  one  —  which  max  (lod  fnrbid  ;  and  since  such  an  event 
would  deprive  so  large  a  ll«x-k  of  a  suitable  >hepherd.  and  which 
loss  might  tend,  if  not  to  the  utter  ruin,  at  least  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  these  distant  parts: 

Therefore  it  is  most  earne-tly  rei|iie-ted  in  the  name  of  paid  con 
gregation,  that,  the  Rev.  Con-i-tory  will  plea.-e  to  consider  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  i--ue  a  call  for  a  suitable  and  pious 
minister,  as  assistant  to  our  pn-H-nt  pa-tor  who  has  served  us  so 
long  and  ablv  and  piously,  and  with  so  great  zeal,  that  thereby  the 
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honor  of  God  and  the  edification  of  the  congregation  may  be  ad 
vanced. 

The  said  petitioners  humbly  suggest  that  the  congregation  of 
this  church  should  be  consulted  about  the  honorable  support  of  a 
proper  assistant,  without  however  diminishing  the  salary  of  our 
present  minister,  whom  we  heartily  desire  to  continue  longer  among 
us  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the  edification  of  his  church. 
Done  at  New  York,  the  19th  of  August  1697. 

(It  was  signed  by) 

Johannes  Kip,  Theunis  de  Key, 

Samuel  Staets,  Jac.  Van  Cortlandt, 

Brandt  Schuyler,  Johannes  Cortlandt, 

Charles  Lodewick,  Corn,  de  Peyster, 

John  de  Peyster,  Jan  Abeel, 

Jacob  Verplancken,  Jan  Emoets, 

M.  Clarkson,  J  unarm  Outinan. 

» 
No.  2.   Meeting  of  the  Consistory  publicly  held  in  presence  of 

the  most  prominent  members  and  of  the  said  petitioners,  for  a 
second  minister,  at  the  church,  15th  of  September  1698,  (1697?) 
After  the  sermon  on  Wednesday,  the  Rev.  Consistory,  together 
with  most  of  the  former  members  of  the  Consistory,  also  some 
civilians,  and  prominent  church  members  being  present,  came  with 
the  petitioners  into  the  chancel.  It  was  then  resolved,  nemine  con- 
tradicente,  that  a  preacher  should  be  called  from  Holland,  and 
that  subscriptions  should  be  solicited  and  received  by  Jacob  Boelen, 
Isaac  de  Rienier,  Johannes  de  Peyster  and  Samuel  Staets,  who 
are  deputed  thereto,  and  who  shall  report  and  deliver  the  subscrip 
tions  to  the  Rev.  Consistory. 

No.  3.  Power  of  attorney,  to  try  and  obtain  voluntary  contribu 
tions  for  two  preachers  here. 

Whereas  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Congrega 
tion  in  the  City  of  New  York,  at  the  request  of  certain  members 
on  the  19th  of  August  1697,  has  to-day  (September  17,)  resolved 
to  call  from  Holland,  according  to  the  usages  and  the  church  rules 
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of  the  National  Synod  of  Port,  for  the  service  of  this  congregation, 
a  second  minister  and  orthodox  pastor:  Therefore  after  calling 
upon  God's  name,  we  have  considered  it  necessary  to  test  how  much 
money  could  be  obtained  or  received  from  the  congregation  by  vol 
untary  subscription  for  this  pious  purpose: 

Ihe  Rev.  Consistory  lias  therefore  requested  and  commissioned, 
as  they  do  herewith  request  and  appoint,  two  members  of  the  Con 
sistory  and  two  of  the  petitioners:  to  wit,  Jacob  Boelenszen,  Elder; 
Isaacq  de  Riemer,  Deacon:  ('apt.  Joh.  de  Pcyster,  late  Deacon; 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Staets;  all  members  of  this  church.  These  have 
accepted  the  appointment  to  go  around  and  receive  voluntary  prom 
ises  of  members  of  our  congregation,  and  to  seek  to  persuade  every 
one  by  all  possible  means,  to  make  subscriptions  or  contributions 
for  this  pious  work.  They  will  then  report  to  us  as  quickly  as 
possible  their  efforts:  with  the  results.  If  the  subscription  is  found 
to  be  sufficient,  a  second  minister  will  be  called  by  the  Rev.  Con 
sistory  in  the  name  of  this  congregation,  from  the  Rev.  ( 'lassis  of 
Amsterdam,  for  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ.  May  tin*  I>ord  grant 
us  this  for  our  salvation.  Done  in  our  ( 'onsistorial  meeting  at  New 
York,  this  7th  (17)  day  of  September.  lo'.»7. 

This  was  signed  by  the  underwritten  Minister,  Elders  and 
Deacons. 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Jacob  Kip, 

Steph.  van  Cortlant,  Naarq  de  Kleiner. 

Pietc-r  Jacobszen  Marius,        Direk  ten  Eyck, 

Jacob  Boelen,  Isaneq  «le  Peyster. 

No.  4.  Form  of  the  obligation  by  subscription  for  two  ministers 
of  this  Dutch  Church,  one  having  long  been  here  already;  the 
second  to  be  called  from  Holland  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Am 
sterdam. 

We,  the  undersigned,  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  New  York,  promise,  and  engage  ourselves  so  long  as  wo 
shall  dwell  in  this  city  or  vicinity,  that  we  will  pay  the  salary  re 
quired  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  a  second  Dutch  min- 
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ister  of  this  church  at  New  York,  who  shall  be  called  pursuant  to 
the  church  rules  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort;  all  which  is  to  be 
done  by  voluntary  contributions ;  one  fourth  part  of  which  is  to  be 
paid,  as  usual,  every  quarter.  But  inasmuch  as  a  second  preacher, 
to  be  called  from  Holland  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  can 
not  come  without  incurring  expenses  for  his  call  and  passage :  we 
engage  ourselves,  as  above,  that  our  subscriptions  shall  date  from 
the  first  of  November  next,  (1G07),  and  that  all  this  is  to  be  done 
by  voluntary  contributions.  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  sub 
scribed  sums  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  two  ministers,  that  then 
this  document  of  promises  and  subscriptions  shall  be  void  and  of 
none  effect.  Done  at  New  York,  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  in 
the  months  of  September  and  October,  1697,  etc. 

No.  5.  Consistorial  meeting  held  in  order  to  answer  and  give 
a  decision  in  reference  to  a  second  petition,  delivered  by  some  of 
the  Committee,  on  the  20th  of  February  1G97-S  (1698.) 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  our  Dutch  Church  at  New  York,  having 
seen  and  considered  a  request  signed  and  delivered  by  certain  per 
sons  on  the  20th  of  February  last  past,  (1698),  are  filled  with 
grief  and  astonishment  thereat.  Although  we  had  acted  upon  and 
granted  the  former  request,  dated  the  7th  (17?)  of  September, 
(1697)  it  is  now  again  asked  to  have  a  test  made,  in  the  presence 
of  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  petitioners,  as  to  what  has  been 
subscribed,  and  what  sums  can  be  collected  for  the  call  from  Hol 
land  of  a  second  minister,  according  to  the  church  rules  of  the 
National  Synod  of  Dort,  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  To 
prevent  any  misunderstanding,  the  whole  business  had  once  been 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  and  delight  of  everybody,  by  the  sub 
scription  of  all  the  members,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  of  prom 
ises  of  money.  The  Rev.  Consistory  wounld  have  been  glad  to 
have  proceeded  immediately  in  this  pious  work,  but  to  their  regret 
there  was  delay,  and  the  blame  Avas  thrown  on  the  Consistory. 
There  was  also  dissatisfaction  among  many  members,  because  the 
papers  and  subscriptions  were  stopped,  and  withheld  from  us. 
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Ilcncc  we  could  neither  sec  n»r  know  who  were  «.ur  contributors, 
and  what  amount  had  been  contributed  toward  a  second  minister. 

Tlie  Consistory  therefore  declare-  that,  they  have  heen  prevented 
from  learning  the  true  facts  in  the  ease  now  for  a  period  of  four 
successive  months;  that  their  hands,  are  tied,  and  that  thev  are  not 
able  to  give  an  answer  to  their  second  reque.-t  • —  at  least  not  until 
a  proper  report  shall  have  heen  made  to  the  Coiisistorv,  and  the 
said  papers  containing  the  subscriptions  and  promises  have  been 
delivered  to  them  ;  that  thev  are  dail  v  expect  in L:  1  hi-,  and  the  action 
which  shall  then  be  taken  by  the  ( 'oii.-i.-t»ry  shall  be  at  once  com 
municated  to  the  petitioners.  Done  at  our  Coiisi>t-orial  meeting  at 
Xew  York  the  LMst  of  March  ir,'j7-s  (  IC'.o  ).  This  was  signed  by, 

Henricus  Sclyns,  Pieter  Jacobszcn  Marius, 

Jan  Harbending,  Jacob  IJuelens. 

Johannes  Kip,  Dirck  ten  Kyck, 

Isaacq  Kip. 

Xo.  0.  Consistorial  meeting,  held  on  the  "Oth  of  March  10DS, 
in  order  that  the  documents  and  the  subscription  lists  may  be  de 
livered  to  us  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  congregation,  in  regard  to 
a  second  minister. 

The  Kcv.  Consistory  held  a  special  meeting  to  demand  the  re 
port  and  the  papers  from  ('apt..  .loh.  de  IVyster,  Mr.  Samuel  Stacts 
and  Mr.  Tsaacq  de  Riemer.  They  by  request  and  appointment 
dated  last  September,  had  been  a-k< -d  and  drputt-il  to  make  a  can 
vass  concerning  the  call  from  Holland  of  a  second  preacher.  ]jut, 
although  demanded  several  times,  it  was  again  refused  to  the  Kev. 
Consistory.  We  must  therefore  regretfully  complain  that  we  arc 
not  able  to  do  anything  at  all.  Done  at  New  York,  the  uOth  of 
March  1G9S.  This  was  signed  by, 

Ilenricus  Sclyns,  Johannes  Kip. 

Pieter  Jacobszen  Marius,  Dirck  ten  Kyck, 

Jan  Harbendinck,  Jacob  IJoelen. 

The  undersigned  Deacon  acknowledges  that  said  papers  were  re 
fused  to  us  to-day. 

Signed,  Isaacq  Kip. 
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No.  7.  New  Commission  and  Authorization.  Report  and  pa 
pers  having  been  refused,  it  was  resolved  to  request  and  employ 
the  Elders  of  our  church,  who  are  creditors,  (subscribers?)  for 
making  a  canvass  concerning  the  call  and  salary  of  a  second  min 
ister. 

Whereas,  the  late  and  the  present  Consistory  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Congregation  in  the  City  of  New  York,  at  the  request  of 
some  members,  011  the  19th  of  August  last,  consented  and  resolved, 
as  appears  from  the  signatures  of  the  Consistory  on  the  7th  of  Sep 
tember  last,  to  call  from  Holland  for  the  service  of  our  church,  a 
second  minister  and  orthodox  pastor,  according  to  the  customs  and 
the  Church  Rules  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort : 

Therefore  the  undersigned,  Minister  and  Consistory,  in  harmony 
with  the  action  of  the  late  Consistory,  after  calling  upon  the  Lord's 
name,  consider  it  necessary  and  agree  to  have  a  new  canvass  made, 
as  to  how  much  money  or  voluntary  subscriptions,  (subsidies)  can 
be  obtained  from  our  congregation  for  this  pious  work.  The  pres 
ent  Consistory  have  therefore  requested  and  deputed,  as  they  here 
with  do  request,  and  depute,  Mr.  Pieter  Jacobszen  Marius,  Capt. 
Johannes  Kip,  Mr.  Jacob  Boelen  and  Mr.  Jan  Harbending,  all  at 
present  Elders,  on  this  business.  They  have  accepted  it  qualitate 
qua,  and  have  promised  to  do  it,  for  the  best  peace  of  Christ's 
Church  here.  They  will  receive  the  voluntary  promises  of  our 
congregation,  by  persuading  them  by  every  means  within  their 
power.  They  will  let  every  one  subscribe  for  himself,  what  he 
may  wish  to  contribute  for  this  pious  work.  But  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Pieter  Jacobszen  Marius  may  probably  not  be  able,  because  of  his 
age,  to  walk  about  himself,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  substitute 
somebody  in  his  place.  Thus  we  hope  by  doing  all  that  is  in  our 
power,  the  call  may  be  made  out,  and  we  may  ask  for  a  preacher 
from  Holland,  and  obtain  him.  The  said  Deputies  are  requested, 
to  make  an  early  report  to  the  Rev.  Consistory.  If  it  is  satisfac 
tory,  then  a  minister  shall  be  asked  for,  and  called,  by  virtue  of 
our  first  and  settled  resolution.  But  if  it  is  not  satisfactory  then 
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all  efforts  shall  be  broken  off,  and  the  matter  deferred  to  a  better 
time.  Done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  at  Xew  York,  the  25th 
of  April  1G98. 

Signed,  In  the  name  and  by  special  order  of  the  Consistory, 

Henricus  Selyus. 

Xo.  8.  Document  oi  ('all  to  a  second  preacher  for  the  service 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  City  of 
Xew  York. 

Jehovah,  as  Lord  of  the  harvest,  was  pleased  t«i  advance,  his 
church  in  the  early  days  of  the  (Jospel,  and  to  spread  it  abroad  to 
the  ends  of  the  world.  He  now  uses  in  this  place  the  service  of 
Henricus  Selyns,  our  pastor,  who  has  here  held  his  office  above, 
and  attended  to  its  duties  among  us,  for  these  sixteen  years.  Ho 
preaches  every  Sunday  and  Wednesday,  catechises,  etc.  Since  his 
coming  among  us  the  number  of  our  members,  under  Clod's  bless 
ing,  has  increased  from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  fully  six  hundred 
and  tifty.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  at  his  age,  sixty  two 
and  a  half  years,  death  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  his  powers  are 
also  diminishing.  It  is  perhaps  a  disadvantage  to  this  church  that 
it  is  so  far  from  those  of  Europe. 

Xow,  we,  the  afoivsaid  minister,  with  the  Klders  and  Deacons 
whose  names  are  subscribed,  representing  at  present  the  Dutch 
Church  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  America,  after  calling  upon 
God's  name,  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  many  prominent  mem 
bers,  and  hv  virtue  of  our  charier  ami  our  ecclesiastical  privileges 
secured  thereby,  have  chosen  and  called  as  our  second  minister, 
the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Yerv  Learned  Domino  Hieronymus  Yer- 
dieren,  at  present,  minister  at  Hruynesse,  on  the  Island  ot  Last 
Duvvolant,  in  the  Classis  of  Xiericksee.  He  is  a  man,  as  wo  are 
informed,  of  excellent  reputation,  having  good  testimonials.  Ho 
is  to  perform  hi-  duties-  in  all  part,-  of  the  congregation  in  con 
junction  with  iJomine  Selvns  our  present  pa-tor.  He  will  be  per 
sonally  informed  of  the  call,  while  the  call  itself  shall  be  sent  to 
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the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  which  shall  also  be  requested  and 
urged  to  use  all  possible  means  to  induce  him  to  accept  it  and  come 
over.  If  however  the  said  Mr.  Vcrdieren  has  died,  or  lias  removed 
awav,  or  is  not  inclined  to  come  over  here,  and  accept  our  service 
under  such  favorable  conditions;  then  full  power  and  authority 
are  given  to  the  Rev.  Chissis  of  Amsterdam,  to  call  some  one  else, 
after  consultation  with  Messrs.  Livinns  van  Schaick  and  William 
Banckers,  natives  of  this  place,  and  merchants  in  Amsterdam,  be 
he  preacher  or  licentiate,  lie  must  be  of  good  habits,  sound  in 
doctrine,  friendly  in  conversation,  able  1o  enter  upon  the  duties, 
being  possessed  of  proper  qualifications,  and  must  attend,  as  an 
orthodox  pastor,  to  the  service  generally,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  Xational  Synod.  The  Rev.  Classis  and  the  parties  mentioned 
will  oblige  us  by  doing  their  share  in  this  business,  and  we  engage 
to  do  our  share  to  the  best  of  our  abilities. 

The  salary  of  the  second  preacher  will  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  first,  be  it  accepted  by  the  said  Air.  Yerdieren,  or  by  some  one 
else  who  may  be  called  by  the  Rev.  Classis.  The  sum  of  one  thou 
sand  guilders,  Holland  money,  ( $400.)  shall  be  paid  yearly  to  the 
first  as  well  as  to  the  second  minister.  The  weekly  turns  of  ser 
vice  will  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  Free  fuel,  or  instead,  sixty 
guilders  ($24.)  yearly,  will  be  given  him,  married  or  unmarried; 
he  shall  have  free  transport,  with  wife,  children  and  goods,  as  well 
as  free  quarters.  As  to  his  salary,  it  shall  immediately  begin  when 
he  goes  to  sea,  and  be  paid  on  his  arrival.  For  the  expenses  of  the 
call  and  of  the  coming  over,  a  draft  of  fifty  guilders,  Holland 

C  \J      o 

money,  is  given,  to  be  paid  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  by 
Mr.  William  Bancker ;  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  guil 
ders,  to  be  sent  over,  may  also  be  obtained  from  said  Mr.  William. 
Bancker,  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  guilders  Holland  money, 
(or  $:sO.)  Finally,  we,  the  present  Elders  and  Deacons  of  said 
Dutch  congregation,  oblige  ourselves,  qualitate  qua,  that  everything 
shall  be  done  by  us  or  by  our  successors,  eadcm  qualitate,  to  take 
care  and  diligently  to  endeavor,  that  the  salary  of  the  first  and  of 
the  second  minister  shall  be  paid,  one  fourth  part  every  quarter, 
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which  is  to  be  taken  to  them,  as  i-  proper:  «T,  if  anything  bo  lack 
ing,  to  make  it  up  ami  pay  it  from  our  church  property,  revenues 
and  collections;  without,  however,,  specially  binding  ourselves  per 
sonally,  our  heirs  or  properties. 

This  done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  at  Xe\v  York,  the  21?t 
of  July.  1098.  Signed, 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister. 
L.  s.     Pietcr  Jacobszen  Marius,  Johannes  Kip, 

Jacob  Boelen,  Jan  Ilcrpcrdinck, 

Dirck  ten  Eyck,  Isaacq  Kip. 

Xo.  0.  Eight  approvals  to  the  call  of  a  second  minister  for  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  City  of  Xew  York,  by  the  neighlxir- 
ing  Dutch  churches  i;i  this  Province  of  Xew  York  and  Albany. 

I  The  approval  of  the  Consistories  at   Xew  Albany  and  Sche- 
nechtado. 

The  Rev.  ( 'onsistxirios  of  Xew  Albany  and  Schcnechtade  have 
seen  and  considered  the  foregoing  document  of  call  by  the  Rev. 
Consistory  of  Xew  York  to  the  Kcv.  Mr.  Ilieronymus  Yerdieren, 
minister  at  Uruyncsse,  under  the  Claris  of  Xiericksee,  and  tind 
the  same  to  conform  to  the  laudable  rule.-  of  the  Dutch  Ueformed 
Church.  Thev  approve  said  call  in  all  its  parts,  and  wish  to  the 
church  of  Xew  York,  as  well  as  to  the  mini-ter  called,  all  pos.-ible 
happiness  and  blessings.  Thus  done  at  our  CoiiMstorial  meeting 
in  Xc'W  Albany,  the  ith  of  Au^u^t,  l»'.'.'s. 

Signed 

Co.lfridus  I)elliu>,  Mini>ter. 
Dirck  \Vesselsxen  Anthony   l!n(< 

»Ian  Yinhaegeii  .lohannes  Illeecker 

Alliert   Uyekn:an  I-a;;c.|  Swits 

flan    Lnnsiug  Adam  \  r« ••  -man 

Abrahaiii    ('uvldep  Herman  \'«  dder 

Will,  in  (  I,-oe.-hi  ,-.-k  Abraham    Mynut. 

II  Approval,  r»<-ei\f(|  fi-o:,:  :be  lit  v.  (  '.  n-i.-j.  v\>  -  ••!*  Xew  Ames- 
fort,   Midwoiit.    UreUekeieii   and  ytrccht. 
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The  Rev.  Consistories  of  New  Amersfort,  Midwoudt,  Breuckelen 
and  New  Uytrecht  have  seen  the  foregoing  instrument  of  call,  is 
sued  to  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned  Mr.  Hieronymus 
Verdieren,  minister  at  Brunesse,  on  the  Island  of  East  Duyvelant, 
under  the  Classis  of  Zierickzee,  and  approved  of  it  as  good  and 
praiseworthy.  They  hope  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will  bless 
this  undertaking,  and  provide  his  church  there  (New  York)  with 
such  an  excellent  pastor  as  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York  has 
called;  or  if  he  declines,  with  another  teacher  of  not  less  reputa 
tion,  learning  and  piety.  Thus  done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting, 
on  the  Island  of  Nassau,  the  21st  of  August  1G98. 

Signed, 

William  Lupardus,  Minister. 
Court  Stephensen  Symon  Janszen 

Lucas  Stepenszon  Jan  Albertszen  ten  Huyneu 

Pieter  Montfoort  Hendrick  Wickof 

his 

Pieter  X  Janszen  Jeronimus  Remsen 

mark 

Adrian  Reyerszen  Rem  Remszen 

Engelbert  Loth  Roelof  Verkerck 

Isaacq  liegeman  Gerrit  Courten 

Cryn  Janszen  van  Meteren  Joost  van  Vrundt. 

Ill  Approval  by  the  Consistory  of  New  Harlem. 

We,  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  New  Harlem  have- 
eeen  and  considered  the  foregoing  instrument  of  call,  and  being 
satisfied  with  everything,  approve  of  it  in  all  its  parts.  We  also 
hope  that  our  church,  being  the  nearest  to  New  York  on  this  Island, 
will  thereby  also  receive  and  enjoy  more  services.  May  God  the 
Lord,  give  his  blessing  to  this  call,  and  thus  also  send,  upon  proper 
summons,  other  able  and  pious  teachers  to  this  distant  country. 
Done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  the  30th  of  August,  1698. 

Signed 

Henricus  Selyns,  Minister  at  Haarlem. 

The  mark  A.M.  of  Adolf  Meyer  Jan  Dyckman 

Pieter  van  Oblinius  Samuel  Waldron. 
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IV.    Approval  <>f  tin-  Con.-ist-  ry  «.f  ISergcn. 

We,  the  Minister,  Elder-  and  Deacons  at  IJeriren  in  Xew  Jersey 
(Yarsey),  having  seen  and  considered  this  letter  of  call,  are  very 
happy  to  approve  it,  as  it  altogether  conforms  to  the  Rules  of  the 
National  Synod,  and  of  the  Dutch  churches.  We  pray  that  God 
May  bless  it,  and  we  hope  that  we,  hitherto  served  by  the  minister 
at  Xew  York,  may  by  these  means  have  more  frequent  services. 
Done  in  our  ( 'onsistorial  mcct.ing,  the  :>0th  of  August,  101)8. 
Signed, 

Henriciis  Selyns  pastor  at  Bergen. 

The  mark  X  of  Ilelmick  Roelofszen  Cornells  van  Yorst 

The  mark  X  of  Marcclis  Pieteis/en  Robbert  Sickels 

I.-aaccj  van  (iie.-eti  Knoch  Michielszen, 

beinu1  absent  and  sick. 

Memorandum.  The  eiu'lit  approvals  of  the  Dutch  churches  in 
this  Province  of  Xew  York  and  Albany,  are  as  follows: — namely, 
by  the  churches  and  consistories  of  Xew  Alhanv,  Schenechtade, 
Xew  Amer.-fort,  Breuckelen,  Midwout  and  Xew  r\trecht  with 
Xew  Ilaerlem  and  Herircn. 

Xo.  10.  Xot  approved  by  Doinine  Xucella  and  his  Consistory 
at  Kingstouwne. 

The  Kev.  Consistory  of  the  Congregation  of  Jesu-  Christ  at 
Kingstouwne,  in  rister  county,  have  been  well  informed 

A.  That   the    Rev.    Consistorv   of   the    Congregation   of   Jesus 
Christ  at  Xew  York  does  not  fullv  ai^ree  in  regard  to  the  foregoing 
letter  t,f  call,   issued  by  the   Rev.   Mr.   Selyns  and  six  members  of 
the  ( 'onsistory  there: 

B.  Further,    that    the    majority   of   the   member>   at    Xew    York 
have  n-fux-d  for  satisfactory  reasons,  but  not  given,  to  contribute 
to  the  salary  of  a  second   minister  to  be  called  from    Holland,  or 
from  one  of  the  seven  Provinces: 

C.  And    further,    that    the   -aid    letter   of  call    is   not  made,   in 
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proper  form,  with  proper  requisitions  and  stability,  (demand  and 
firmness.) 

They  therefore  find  themselves  Tinder  too  great  embarrassment 
to  approve  it ;  in  the  meantime,  however,  they  wish  the  Rev.  breth 
ren  and  the  Church  of  Xew  York  the  blessings  of  the  Most  High. 
Done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  at  Kingstouwne,  the  4th  of  Sep 
tember,  1698. 

Signed, 

Peter  Xucella,  Y.D.M.  at  Kingstouwne. 
Egbert  Ilendriekszcn  ]  Ilenricus  Beeekmau  ~] 

Jacob  du  Bois  Theunis  Eliassen         l  Elders. 

}-  Deacons 
Jacobus  la  Moth  Mathys  Stecht 

Theunis  Oosterhout    j  The  mark  of  Corn.  Cool 

Reply  by  Ilenricus  Solyus  and  his  Consistory  at  Xew  York. 

Mr.  Xucolla,  who  tried  to  intrude  himself  here  (upon  our 
church),  with  his  Consistory,  has  refused  to  approve  of,  and  sign 
this  our  call.  He  is  answered  as  follows,  viz : 

A.  This  call  has  boon  issued  by  seven  members  of  our  Consis 
tory,  against  two.     Tin's  gives  it  a  majority  of  votes.     It  has  been 
approved  by   eight   churches,   against    one,   that  of   Kingstouwne. 
Tin's  gives  it  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  churches.     It  was 
also  endorsed  by  the  former  Elders  and  Deacons,  who  were  invited 
to  come  and  consider  the  call,  and  siiirirost  amendments. 

B.  Our    Kldors,   who  are  creditors    (lenders?)   have  taken   the 
trouble,  to  gn  about  the  congregation,  and  have  found  that  three 
fourths  were  willing  to  have  a  (second)  minister,  to  be  called  from 
the  E;ithorl:md,   inroad  of  Mr.  Xucella.      This  settles  the  fact  of 
the  ma  jorir  v  <if  the  people. 

( '.  Is  anything  more  required  ?  Gnd's  name  has  been  called 
upon,  our  charter  lu:s  been  obeyed,  and  everything  has  been  done 
that  could  be  done,  pnr-uant  to  the  custom-  of  the  Dutch  Church. 
We  are  therefore  astonished  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Kings 
touwne  has  refused  to  approve,  unless  perhaps  they  were  willing 
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to  have  him  (Xucella)  leave.  I). .no  at  Xew  York,  in  a  mooting 
of  tlio  former  and  the  present  members  of  tlie  Consistory,  this 
ISth  of  September,  1G9S,  and  signed  by  order  of  the  same. 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister  at  Xew  York. 

Xo.  11.  Approval  and  Ratification  of  the  new  oall  for  a  second 
minister,  given  by  the  present  and  the  former  members  of  the  Con 
sistory  at  Xew  York,  the  18th  of  September,  1G9S. 

The  present  governing  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Congregation  in  the  City  of  Xew  York  have  invited 
for  their  advice,  the  former  Elders  and  Deacons.  They  have  met 
together  to  consider  the  new  call  for  a  second  minister  for  the 
said  congregation,  Avhich  has  been  issued  to  the  Rev.  Dominc 
]Iieronyums  Yerdieren,  now  minister  at  ISruynesso,  on  the  I.-land 
of  Kast  Duyvolant,  in  the  Cla.-sis  of  /irriek/.ce,  Zoalandt ;  or  in 
case  of  his  death,  or  refusal,  which  is  to  be  issued  to  such  person, 
as,  after  consultation  with  Messrs.  I.evinns  van  Schaick  and 
Willern  "Haneker,  merchants  "f  Amsterdam,  it  shall  be  scut  by 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  according  to  the  letter  of  call  \vrit  t-eii 
on  the  iMst.  of  Jnlv,  Anno  HIlis.  Tin's  letter  of  call  was  read  at 
this  joint-meeting,  after  calling  upon  (Jod's  name,  and  was  unani- 
monslv  approved  and  ratified,  as  they  <lo  hereby  approve  and  ratify 
it  in  all  its  parls,  as  they  an-  more  specifically  expressed  in  said 
letter  of  Call. 

The  same  meeting,  in  addition,  unanimously  re-olved  and  deter 
mined,  in  pursuance  of  a  former  resolution  adopted  at  (a  meeting 
to  decide  iibiiiit  )  the  building  of  the  church,  dati-d  the  JJnd  of 
December  Him,  that  nil  coi!e<-ii<  n-  hereafter  made  in  the  church 
by  the  Hev.  Deacon-,  shall,  as  formerly,  be  f<  r  the  .-npp..rt  of  th«- 
])oor  in  the  cr»ngrogation  and  al-<«  for  the  general  u-e  .-f  the  elmrdi 
and  the  church  service,  and  were  to  b<«  at  the  di-posal  "t  the  (  *on- 
sistory,  in  oflice  at  the  time;  also  that  the  MLb-rs  and  Deacons 
newly  entering  upon  ollice,  shall  from  time  to  time,  up«.n  reque.-t, 
sign  this  resolution  a>  the  governing  Consistory  ha«l  done.  A  copy 
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of  the  same  shall  be  given  to  the  Deacons  that  they  may  regulate 
themselves  accordingly  in  their  accounts.  Done  in  our  Consistorial 
meeting  at  New  York,  this  18th  day  of  September  1698. 

Signed,  Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister. 

Peter  Jacobszen  Marius  Jan  Harperdinck 

Jacob  Boelens  Johannes  Kip 

Dirck  ten  Eyck  Xicholas  Bayard 

Steph.  van  Cortlant  Brandt  Schuyler 

Boele  Roelofszen  Isaacq  de  Foreest 

Balth.  Bayard  Jac.  van  Corthnidt 

Carsten  Luersen  Theunis  de  Key 

Peter  de  Kiemer  Jacobus  Kip 

Elected  Deacons  since  and  signed 

Johannes  van  Git-sen  )  27th  of 
David  Provoost  Jim.  i  Oct.  1608. 

Xo.  12.  Some  Extracts  from  our  Church  records  and  the 
Charter. 

A.  From  a  certain  resolution  adopted  by  the  former  and  the 
present   Consistory,   dated  the  22nd  of  December,   1691.    (Mar. 
9,  1692  ?)   That  the  moneys  of  the  Church,  apart  from  those  of 
the  Deacons,  and  the  moneys  of  the  Deacons  apart  from  those  of 
the  Church,  or  the  moneys  collected  at  any  Church-meeting,  shall 
all  be  brought  into  a  common  purse  or  treasury ;  and  the  Deacons 
are  directed  to  contribute  to  the  laudable  and  necessary  work  (of 
building  the  Xew  Church)  as  much  money  as  is  possible,  without 
doing  injury  to  the  poor. 

B.  From  the  charter  or  special  privileges,  granted  to  our  Dutch 
Church,  obtained  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  the  11 
of  May,  1696. 

"  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  also  hereby  de 
clare,  that  it  shall  be  legal  for  the  Deacons  of  said  church,  or  some 
other  persons,  properly  authorized  by  them,  at  any  time  when  they 
are  met  in  said  church  for  divine  service,  to  gather  and  collect  the 
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free  and  voluntary  alms  of  the  nu'mlx'rs  of  said  dnirch  there  con 
vened,  which  may  be  used  by  the  minister,  elders  and  deacons 
(N.  B.)  for  such  pious  and  charitable  purposes  a.-  they  and  their 
successors,  in  their  discretion,  shall  deem  proper  or  necessary." 
Both  agree  with  the  original. 

Henricus  Selyns,  Minister  at  New  York. 

No.  13.  Consistorial  meeting,  held  for  the  election  of  Elders, 
Deacons  and  Church-Masters,  at,  New  York  on  the  27th  of  Octo 
ber,  1098. 

After  calling  upon  God's  most  holy  name,  the  election  of  Elders, 
Deacons  and  Church-Masters  for  our  Dutch  church  was  entered 
upon,  and  Boelen  Koelofszen  and  ('apt.  .lacobus  van  Cortlant  were 
elected  Elders;  and  Johannes  van  (Jiesen  and  David  J'rovoost, 
Junior,  Deacons;  and  Colonel  Charles  Lodewyck  with  Ahram 
Kip,  Church-Masters.  They  were  as  usual  summoned  and  asked 
if  they  accepted,  which  they  did,  in  the  presence  of  the  meniln'rs, 
standing.  Thev  were  welcomed,  in  token  ot  our  approbation,  by 
a  general  shaking  of  hands  and  congratulations.  Their  names 
were  published  on  the  following  Sunday,  (  f«»r  the  approbation  of 
the  Church.) 

No.  14.  Protest  against  the  call  of  a  second  minister,  and  against 
the  election  of  one  Elder,  and  the  Church-Masters  of  mir  church, 
by  Messrs.  Samuel  Staets,  .Iolianm>  de  IVystcr  and  Dr.  .Job. 
Kerfbyl;  without  date.  [  F«>r  explanation  of  this,  sec  letters  of 
Ap.  L'-l  and  Sept.  14,  100S  et  seq.  | 

To  the  Rev.  Domine  Ilenrieus  Selyns.  Minister,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  in  this  City: 

We,  the  undersigned,  with  all  proper  respect,  do  show,  for  our 
selves  and  in  the  name  of  the  maj«rity  of  the  members  of  this  con 
gregation,  (as  follows:) 

Whereas,  during  the  last  year,  we  could  not  obtain  an  oppor 
tunity  either  upon  our  respectful  request  or  up"ii  repeated  friendly 
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demands,  of  being  heard,  in  presence  of  the  late  Consistory,  in 
regard  to  what  we  wished  to  say;  while,  at  the  same  time,  Domine 
Selyns  with  six  members  of  his  Consistory,  took  it  upon  them 
selves  to  call  a  second  minister,  without  following  the  ancient 
custom,  of  consulting  the  members  of  the  former  Consistory,  as 
well  as  the  principal  members  of  the  congregation ;  doing  all  this 
under  the  pretence  of  a  certain  clause  of  the  Charter  of  Incor 
poration  : 

Therefore  we  were  compelled  to  address  ourselves  to  his  Ex 
cellency,  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  our  Governor,  with  a  circum 
stantial  petition,  saying  that  we  did  not  desire  to  refer  our  church 
affairs  to  his  Excellency,  but  only  that  he  would  prevent  by  his 
mediation,  that  the  quarrel  should  become  any  more  bitter;  or 
else  we  should  be  forced  to  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
His  Excellency  thereupon  promised  to  offer  us  a  helping  hand, 
but  has  been  prevented  by  sickness.  Meanwhile  it  happened  that 
two  ships  were  ready  to  sail,  with  letters  of  call  from  this  place 
for  Holland,  without  notice  thereof  having  been  given,  as  is  usual, 
to  his  Excellency.  His  Excellency  therefore  gave  orders  to  write 
in  his  name  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  as  we  now  do  by  these  ships  and 
by  other  channels,  that  the  Rev.  Classis  would  not  proceed  with 
the  overhasty  call,  but  await  his  Excellency's  letter,  with  ours. 
Such  Iett3i*  his  Excellency  will  undoubtedly  write  to  the  Rev. 
Classis  by  the  Man-of-War,  the  Detfort,  soon  to  sail  from  Boston 
for  England.  This  will  be  done  in  a  few  days. 

Meanwhile  it  happened  that  Domine  Selyns  and  s<>me  of  the 
Consistory  again  made,  some  mistakes,  to  wit :  Eirst,  two  per 
sons  were  elected  to  the  otilce  of  Elder  by  an  equal  number  of 
votes;  and  according  to  former  usage,  it  then  should  have  been 
decided  by  l«.t  which  of  these  two  should  be  the  El.Kr;  but  in 
stead  of  this,  Domine  Selyns  claims,  that  under  a  pretended  new 
law,  it  rested  with  him  to  choose  between  them,  and  this  he  did. 
Although  we  have  nothing  to  say  against  either  of  them,  Domine 
Selyns  mak<  s  it  appear  otherwise  by  his  act.  AYe  all,  however, 
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protested  against  this  imbocoming  method  of  procedure,  and  de 
manded  that  the  lot  should  deride  in  this  case,  or  el>e  we  would  not 
recognize  the  Klder  a?  such  \vlu-u  hi.-  name  was  published. 

Secondly,  another  mistake  was  made  in  appointing  two  persons 
as  Church-blasters  who  were  elected  by  the  former  Church-Masters 
together  with  the.  Consistory,  against  the  expressed  words  of  the 
Charter  of  Incorporation.  These,  therefore,  we  do  not  and  will 
not  recognize  as  Church-Masters.  \Ve  therefore  requested  for 
ourselves  that  we  might  be  heard  without  delay  in  the  Consistory, 
in  order  lo  make  our  objections  before  the  second  publication  of 
these  names  should  be  made  by  the  minister.  This  was  in  order 
that  all  scandals  and  ruptures  —  which,  may  God  prevent,  for 
they  are  \ery  injurious  to  the  church  —  might  be  prevented. 
Which  doing,  etc.  Written  by  the  hand  of  Dr.  Kerfbyl,  and 
signed  by  Samuel  Staets,  Joh.  df  Peystcr  and  Johannes  Kcrfbvl. 

Xo.  15.  Advice  taken  of  the  Minister  and  Consistory  of  the, 
French  Church  in  this  City.  Translated,  and  dated  at  Xew  York, 
the  10th  of  November,  IfiHS. 

This  meeting  has.  been  asked  for  advice,  concerning  some 
differences  which  have  arisen  between  the  Consistory  and  some 
private  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  here,  because  of  the  call 
of  a  second  minister,  issued  in  the  usual  form:  and  the  nomina 
tion  of  an  Klder  by  majority  of  votes.  The  latter,  however,  was 
done  under  these  circumstances,  that,  the  minister  presiding  gave 
the  decision  (upon  a  tie)  by  his  own  vote,  as  his  Reverence  has 
done  repeatedly  before,  without  anv  opposition.  These  circum 
stances —  both  the  call  for  a  (second")  pastor,  as  well  as  a  certain 
nomination  of  an  Elder,  caused  some  opposition.  Certain  private 
parlies  then  demanded  to  be  heard,  to  present  the  reasons  which 
they  had  against  the  acts  of  the  Consistory,  both  about  the  actual 
call  of  a  pastor,  and  the  recognition  of  said  Klder. 

This  meeting  advises  as  follows:  In  regard  to  the  call:  tho 
Dutch  Church  already  wrote  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  some 
months  ago  according  to  their  resolution  then  taken.  There  is 
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therefore  now  no  opportunity  for  them  to  pay  any  attention  to 
further  opposition.  The  whole  difference  may  be  safely  left  to 
the  judgement  of  the  Classis,  to  which  the  opponents  may  address 
themselves  if  they  think  proper.  In  regard  to  the  nomination  of 
the  Elder  above  referred  to:  The  opponents  should  be  heard  by 
the  Consistory  of  the  said  Church  on  every  point  they  may  have 
to  offer,  that  their  reasons  may  be  considered.  If  the  Consistory 
finds  them  just,  the  nomination  becomes  null  and  void;  but  if  the 
nomination  is  found  to  be  according  to  good  order,  the  reception 
of  the  nominated  Elder  into  the  Consistory  should  take  place. 
Done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  by  the  Minister  and  Elders  of 
the  French  Church  at  Xew  York  this  10th  day  of  Xovember,  1698. 

Petrus  Pieret,  Minister 
Elias  Boutinoth,     Elder 
Gabriel  le  Bouteux     " 
Paul  Droilhet 
Jean  Bnrberie  " 

Xo.  1M.  Consistorial  meeting  held  in  the  presence  of  the  former 
Elders  and  Deacons  at  Xew  York,  the  llth  of  Xovember,  1698. 

After  calling  upon  God's  name,  the  former  and  present  Con 
sistory  wore  informed  that  a  certain  protest,  without  date,  had 
been  handed  in,  against  the  call  issued  by  us,  and  relating  also 
to  some  other  matters,  by  Messrs.  Samuel  Staets,  Johannes  de 
Peyster  and  Dr.  Job.  Kerfbyl,  who  were  requested  to  be  present, 
and  are  now  here  concerning  this  protest. 

It  was  resolved,  that  the  said  protest  should  first  be  read  and 
understood,  before  the  said  protesting  parties  should  be  admitted. 
When  admitted,  the  protest  was  read  a  second  time,  and  they  were 
then  asked,  what  their  complaints  were,  against  the  call,  and  the 
other  matters.  They  were  granted  time  to  speak  as  long  as  they 
wished,  and  their  Reverence  would  hear  them  with  pleasure. 

They  answered  that  they  had  written  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  concerning  the  call,  and  that  was  done  with.  But 
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they  yet  objected  to  the  manner  of  the  choice  of  an  Elder,  and 
of  the  Church-Masters.  They  requested  in  these  matters  to  be 
heard  onlv  by  the  govern ing  Consistory.  I'pon  withdrawing,  they 
were  promised  a  verbal  report  or  a  written  communication. 

The  Rev.  Consistory  has  considered  this  matter,  having  only 
the  peace  "of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  view.  They  decided,  in  order 
not  to  omit  anything  for  peace,  that  they  would  consider  everything 
that  was  brought  forward  in  the  said  protest,  and  answer  it. 

It  was  found  to  consist  of  four  distinct  parts,  namely: 

1.  That  they  had  frequently  asked  for  a  hearing  in  the  presence 
of  the  former  Consistory,  and  that  this  had  not  been  granted. 

L'.  It  related  to  the  call  of  a  second  minister,  without  consulting 
the  members  of  former  Consistories  and  the  most  prominent  mem 
bers  of  the  congregation. 

3.  It  related  to  the  election  of  an    Klder. 

4.  And  finally,  it  related  to  the  appointment  of  Church-Masters 
by  the  Consistory  and  the  Church-Masters. 

\Ve  .-Imuld  have  wished,  that  the  said  protesting  parties  had 
allowed  us  and  themselves  to  live  in  peace.  However,  to  satisfy 
them  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for  peace  in  the  church  with  all 
arnitv,  their  protest  shall  he  lovingly  and  quietly  answered. 


First:  Our  minute.-  and  church-appointments  prove  that  these 
gentlemen  have  been  heard  more  than  once,  and  that  we  then  com 
plained,  and  have  since  been  obliged  to  complain,  that  all  these 
evils  mu.-t  be  a.-criU-d  to  them.  For.  if  it  may  comport  with  their 
self  respect,  it  was  thev  who  kept  back  our  papers  and  the  sub 
scription  ii.-ts,  contrary  to  the  wisln-s  of  the  ( 'onsistory.  and  actually 
never  delivered  them. 

Secondly:  After  calling  upon  the  Lord,  and  after  full  considera 
tion,  with  suhM'riptions  from  all  the  principal  heads  of  families 
and  member?  of  our  church,  we,  airreeably  to  our  Charter  and 
the  Mules  of  the  Dutch  Church,  bv  circular  letters,  as  usual,  to  all 
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ihe  Dutch  churches  in  this  Province,  notified  them  of  this  call 
which  we  had  made.  These  all,  with  the  exception  of  Kingstouwne, 
approved  of  it  and  declared  it  praiseworthy  in  all  respects.  These 
answers  were  signed  by  the  Rev.  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons, 
of  the  churches  of  Christ  in  Xcw  Albany,  Schenechtade,  Midwoudt, 
Amesfort,  Breuckelen,  Uytrecht,  Bergen,  and  Ilaerlem.  Without 
counting  our  own  Consistory,  these  signatures  counted  forty  one 
church  officers.  That  nothing  might  be  omitted  that  could  be  de 
sired  respecting  this  call,  the  old  or  former  Consistory  was  invited 
and  requested  to  examine  it,  to  suggest  what  more  could  be  done. 
They  unanimously,  nemine  contradicente,  approved,  ratified  and 
signed  it. 

Thirdly:  As  to  the  election  of  an  Elder:  When  the  votes  are 
a  tie,  the  deciding  vote  here  has  frequently  been  given  by  the  pre 
siding  officer.  For  example,  when  Mr.  Stephanus  van  Cortlandt, 
Colonel  and  Member  of  his  Majesty's  Council  was  elected  to  this 
office,  there  was  no  opposition  (to  such  a  casting  vote.)  It  is  also 
usual  in  all  civil,  military,  consistorial,  classical  and  Synodical 
meetings.  There  is  no  obligation  to  draw  lots.  When  the  question 
was  put,  it  was  so  decided  by  five  of  the  governing  members  of 
the  Consistory  against  three  doubting  votes;  and  by  six  of  the 
former  Consistory  against  one. 

The  last  is  a  small  matter,  not  worth  debating  in  a  time  of 
peace;  to  wit:  That  our  Church-Masters  should  be  chosen  by  the 
Consistory  and  the  Church-Masters.  This  is  not  worth  our  time.* 
When  our  church  was  to  be  built,  and  Church-Masters  were  to  be 
elected,  the  Church-Master,  Fredrick  Philipszen,  voted  with  the 
Consistory.  Consistory  and  Church-Masters  vote  for  Church-Mas 
ters,  at  Midwoudt.  Their  office  and  persons  drawing  no  pay  are 
most  honorable.  The  majority  of  our  governing  Consistory  are 
also  of  this  opinion.  If  these  should  be  voted  for  again,  they 
would  be  the  same  persons.  There  were  none  of  the  former  Con- 

*  Memorandum:  It  Is  said:  "  When  our  rhurch  was  to  bo  built,  and  Church- 
Masters  to  be  elected  ".  This  must  be  explained  and  understood  to  mean:  "  When 
our  Church  was  to  be  built  and  builders  were  to  be  chosen,  who  have  since  been 
called  Church-Masters  ",  etc. 
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sistory  who  were  against  ir,  excepting  a  single  <>no,  who  was  not 
willing  to  vote  oitjicr  way.  We  have  resolved  that  our  usual  custom 
shall  be  continued. 

Tho  meeting,  at  all  times  inclined  to  peace,  repeated  their  hope, 
that  the  protesting  gentlemen  would  herehy  receive  all  possible 
satisfaction.  We  ollere(l  them  our  right  hand  of  fellowship,  that 
the  breach  might  bo  healed,  Cod's  ( 'him-h  .strengthened  and  built 
up,  and  that,  we  might,  as  ir  was  a  fe\v  years  a:_r<>.  gather  together 
in  the  house  of  the-  Lord  with  one  heart  and  with  <  ne  soul,  at  the 
Supper  of  our  Lord. 

Finally  it  was  deemed  proper  and  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these 
proceedings  and  resolutions  should  be  delivered  the  next  day  to 
the  said  protesting  gentlemen,  to  see  whether,  by  these  means,  they 
could  be  persuaded  to  more  brotherly  love  and  peace. 

Ilenricus   Selyns,   Minister  of  the   Dutch 

Church  at  Xew  York. 

Xo.  IT.  Consideration,  whether  we,  who  have  been  constituted 
a  Corporation,  established  as  a  Dutch  Church,  privileged  by  our 
Charter  to  call  a  minister  or  -ministers  and  to  support  them,  are 
not  allowed  to  call  any  one,  or  pay  a  salary  unless  we  have  first 
consulted  with  the  government  of  this  Province.  This  is  answered 
by  (an  extract  from  one  of  our)  ecclesiastical  letters  to  the  Dutch 
Minister  and  Consistory  of  the  (Dutch)  Church  (of  Austin 
Friars)  at  London,  dated  the  I'Tth  of  November  last,  (1»!!»\), 
which  reads  as  follows  : 

"  They  have  since  tried  to  injure  us  with  his  Kxcellency,  the 
Earl  of  Bellomont,  our  (io\ern«r.  to  whom  we  are  ready  to  do  all 
possible  honor,  and  to  show  obedience  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 
It  is  said,  that  then  (the  time  of  tin's  call),  we  had  no  Charter. 
and  did  more  than  the  Fivndi  churches.  Xo\v  having  a  Charter, 
with  p"\\vr  to  call  one  or  more  minivers,  is  it  pi^-ible  that  we 
cannot  do  it,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  government?  Shall 
this  call,  therefore,  pious  and  praiseworthy  as  it  is,  bo  interfered 
with  and  given  up?  Your  Reverences  will  plea-e  to  inform  us 
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what  your  duties  and  customs  are  as  to  notifying  or  not  notifying 
the  government;  we  would  like  to  know  the  fact,  and  to  act  con 
formably  to  your  ecclesiastical  customs.  If  any  one  ought  to  have 
been  notified,  after  we  had  received  the  Charter,  it  should  have 
been  his  Excellency,  Colonel  Fletcher,  who  was  then  Governor. 
For  the  call  was  then  (first)  decided  upon,  and  the  subscriptions 
were  then  made  by  the  congregation,  which  these  same  gentlemen 
refused  to  deliver  to  the  Consistory.  Xow,  because  Quakers  do  not 
engage  pastors,  they  thus  haggle,  in  order  to  smash  the  Charter 
and  the  Church." 

Xo.  18.  Second  protest,  made,  as  before,  against  the  before- 
mentioned  election,  by  Messrs.  Samuel.  Staets,  Johannes  de  Peyster 
and  Dr.  Joannes  Korfbyl,  handed  in  on  the  12th  of  Xovember, 
1698. 

To  the  Rev.  Domine  Henricus   Selyns,  Minister  and   the  other 
members  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  in  this  City. 

We,  the  undersigned,  protest  herewith  against  the  unfair  and 
improper  proceedings  of  Domine  Selyns.  We  asked  in  our  former 
request,  to  be  heard  before  his  Reverence  and  the  Rev.  Consistory. 
Among  them  we  trust  and  know  the  majority  to  be  men,  loving 
fairness  and  peace.  Of  this  Domine  Selyns  is  also  himself  per 
suaded.  If  we  could,  therefore,  have  made  our  propositions  be 
fore  the  said  Consistory,  we  could  undoubtedly  have  presented  such 
measures  and  expedients  that  these  differences  might  have  been 
amicably  adjusted  and  cleared  away.  But  instead  of  doing  that, 
Domine  Selyns  calls  in  the  former  Consistory,  before  which  we  did 
not  wish  to  be  summoned,  until  the  proper  time  had  come,  and  he 
did  this  only  in  order  to  carry  the  matter  by  the  majority  of  votes, 
our  opponents  being  among  them  (the  former  Consistory),  and 
thus  to  appear  as  having  acted  according  to  law.  By  these  means 
he  intended  further  to  hoodwink,  nay,  even  to  deceive,  the  Rev. 
Classis.  We  complain  and  protest,  with  grief,  against  this  detesta 
ble  way  of  proceeding;  especially  as  it  was  promised  last  night 
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by  Domine  Selyns.  that  a  written  replv  to  tin-  two  last  articles  of 
our  request  should  he  sent.  Tin-  former  had  to  be  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Classis.  It  was  sent,  to  us  only  on  Saturday  evening,  so  that  we 
should  have  no  time  for  an  an.-wer  before  the  publication  is  again 
made  to-morrow.  \Ve  received  instead  of  a  satisfactory  answer,  n 
writing  full  of  falsehoods,  distortions  and  pretences  of  peaceful- 
ness,  while  not  the  least  satisfaction  is  given  to  our  request.  \Ve 
now  !-ee,  it  is  impossible,  that  we  or  the  congregation  shall  c\*er 
obtain  anything  from  Domine  Selyns  towards  the  establishment  of 
peace.  We  are  therefore  compelled  to  send  an  account  of  this  in 
sufferable  assumption  of  authority  and  tyranny,  with  our  other 
complaints,  and  of  the  treatment  we  have  received,  to  the  Hey. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  our  competent  judges,  and  to  show,  that 
the  broth  is  worth  the  cabbage:  ( —  that  it  is  really  worth  while.) 
Xcw  York,  the  12th  of  November.  H'»!'s.  (  Written  by  the  hand  of 
Dr.  Kerllby  and  signed  by:) 

Samuel  Staets 
Johannes  de   IVyster 
-Joanne-    Kert'hyl. 

Note: —  Jt  was  promised  on  Friday  niirht  that  the  report  should 
be  sent  the  next,  day,  and  this  was  done  by  delivering  it  <>n  Satur 
day,  before  night.  It  was  not  possible  to  send  it  earlier. 

No.  r.».  Counter-Testimonials  for  Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister 
of  thi-  Dutch  Church  at  New  York. 

A.  Certificate  given  this  IJMh  of  November  1<'>(.'S.  by  several  of 
the  la'e  and  of  the  pre.-ent.  (  'oiisistories  and  other  persons,  who  have 
been  in  ojlirc. 

Whereas  we  have  received  and  read  the  foregoing  second  protest, 
made  by  Me-srs.  Samuel  Staets.  .I<>haniH>  de  IVyster  and  .I«>anne8 
Kerfbvl.  dated  November  li'th  la-t.  against  the  Rev.  Consistory  of 
our  Dutch  ( 'hiirch,  or  a!iain-t  Ilenricus  Sclvn-,  our  minister  and 
pastor,  but  more  especially  airain-t.  him  than  against  us  and  our 
Consi-torial  resolutions:  Therefore,  we.  as  well  as  those  who  have 
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been  present  at  all  these  occuranees,  declare  and  protest,  that  wo 
are  grieved,  and  are  bound  for  the  sake  of  truth,  to  testil'v  what  is 
true.  We  say,  that  what  was  done  or  resolved  on  in  the  last  meet 
ing,  date  as  above,  to  wit  the  llth  of  November  last,  is  all  true, 
and  not  equivocal.  We  are.  however,  sorry  that  our  pastor,  who 
has  spared  no  trouble  to  attend  to  his  duties  in  every  respect,  and 
that  we  ourselves,  should  be  charged  with  falsehood,  and  pretences. 
They,  not  we,  could  thus  be  charged.  Xow,  what  we  have  done 
for  the  Church  of  God  is  known  to  Cod,  and  to  the  protesting 
parties  and  to  the  congregation.  It  rests  with  his  Royal  Majesty 
and  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  judge  of  it.  We  also  com 
plain,  that  our  pastor  has  been  charged  with  arbitrary  assumption 
of  authority,  and  of  tyranny  ;  but  we  testify,  that  we  have  never  dis 
covered  it.  Other  matters  mentioned  in  the  protest  are  not  worth 
an  answer,  except  this  —  that  neither  we  nor  our  pastor  have  hood 
winked  or  in  the  least  deceived  the  Rev.  Classis.  It  is  false,  and 
would  better  have  been  omitted  than  written.  We  pray  God  to 
forgive  them;  and  we  pray  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  that 
we  may  be  considered  as  something  better  than  deceivers.  Done 
at  Xew  York,  this  19th  of  November,  1608.  And  signed  by, 

Pieter  Jacobsen  Afarius,  Jac.  van  Cortlant,  Jacob  Boelon, 

Johannes  Kip,  Balth.  Bayard,  Isaacq  de  Eoreest, 

Boelc  Roelofszen,  Brandt  Sclinylcr.  Thennis  do  Key, 

Steph.  van  Cortlant,  Jan  llerperdinck, 

B.   Attestation  or  testimony,  to  be  found  in  the  Charter  of  our 
Dutch  Church,  at  Xcw  York,  dated  the  llth  of  May  1000. 

"'  And   We  hereby  constitute  our  faithful  and 

loving  subject,  Mr.  Ilenric.us  Selyns,  the  present  Minister  of  the 
said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  our  City  of  Xew  York, 
who  since  the  building  and  dedication  of  said  Church  for  divine 
service,  has  well  and  religiously  supplied  the  same  in  all  religious 
offices  for  the  service  of  God  and  the  instruction  of  the  members 
of  the  aforementioned  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  living 
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in  our  City  of  X.-\v  York,  in  the  ChrNtian  faith,  according  to  the 
constitution   and    rules  mentioned  above." 

(This   extract    was   translated    from    the   original    English    into 
Dutch;  and  this  is  a  frco  retranslation  back  into  KiiLrlish.) 

SECRET  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  TIIK  KAKI.  <>F  UEI. I.O.MONT. 

1G!»7.  Auir.  31. 


You  .-hall  take  special  care  that  Almighty  fi<.d  he  devontlv  and 
duly  served  throughout  your  Ciovernment  the  hook  of  common 
prayer  as  it  i?  now  established  read  each  Sunday  and  llolyday, 
and  the  ble.^ed  sacrament  administered  aerurdini:  to  the  rights  of 
the  Church  of  England.  You  shall  he  rarei'ull  that,  the  Churches 
already  hnilt  there,  he  well  and  orderly  kept,  and  more  hnilt  as  tho 
Colony  shall  by  Cud's  l»le--ii».r  lie  improved,  and  that  besides  a 
competent  maintenance  to  he  assigned  to  the  Ministers  of  each 
Orthodox  church,  a  convenient  lionse  he  built  at  the  common  charge 
f<>r  each  Minister,  and  a  competent  proportion  of  land  assigned 
him  tor  a  (Hebe  and  oxerci-e  o|'  his  indnsirv. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  the  Parishes  be  so  limited  and  settled 
as  you  sha'l  find  most  convenient  for  the  accomplishing  this  good 
work. 

His  Majesty's  will  and  plea-nre  is  that  no  Mini-ter  be  preferred 
by  you  to  ;uiy  ecclesiastical  benefice  in  that  ju'oN'ince,  without  a 
certificate  from  the  Riirht  Reverend  the  P>ish«>p  of  London,  of  his 
being  conformable  to  the  l)ocirii:e  and  iliscipline  of  the  Church 
of  Kngland,  and  of  a  good  life  and  conversation. 

And  if  any  person  preferred  already  to  a  benefice,  shall  appear 
to  yon  to  give  scandall  either  bv  his  doctrine  or  manners,  you  are 
to  use  the,  best  means  for  the  removal  of  him  and  to  supply  the 
vacancy  in  such  manner  as  1 1  is  Majestv  hath  directed.  And  also 
His  Majesty's  pleasure  is,  that  in  the  direction  of  all  church  affairs, 
the  Minister  he  admitted  into  the  respective  vestries. 
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And  to  the  end,  the  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  of  the  said 
Bishop  of  London  may  take  place  in  that  province  as  far  as  con 
veniently  may  be,  His  Majesty  does  think  fit  that  you  give  all 
countenance  and  encouragement  to  the  exercise  of  the  same,  except 
ing  only  the  colatiug  of  Benefices,  granting  Lycenses  for  Marriages 
and  probate  of  Wills  which  is  reserved  to  you  His  Majesties  Gov 
ernor  and  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  said  province  for  the 
time  being. 

You  are  to  take  especial  care  that  a  table  of  marriages,  estab 
lished  by  the  Cannons  of  the  Church  of  England,  be  hung  up  in 
all  the  orthodox  churches  and  duly  observed. 

His  Majesty  does  further  direct  that  no  schoolmaster  be  hence 
forth  permitted  to  come  from  England,  and  to  keep  school  within 
his  Province  of  Xew  York,  without  the  lycence  of  the  said  Bishop 
of  London,  and  that  no  other  person  now  there,  or  that  shall  come 
from  other  parts,  be  admitted  to  keep  school  without  your  Lycense 
first  had. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  drunkcness  and  debauchery,  swearing 
and  blasphemy  be  severely  punished,  and  that  none  be  admitted 
to  publick  trust  and  employment  whose  ill  fame  and  conversation 
may  bring  scandal  thereupon. 


And  you  are  to  permit  a  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  persons 
(except  Papists)  so  they  be  contented  with  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  the  same,  not  giving  offence  or  scandall  to  the  Gov 
ernment.—  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  287,  288. 

CHURCH  OF  ^"EW  YORK. 
Second  Minister  for  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

1697,  Sept.  15. 

Tn  the  presence  of  six  civil  persons,  and  seventeen  ecclesiastical 
persons,  and  at  the  request  of  fourteen  petitioners,  it  was  Resolved 
to  call  a  second  minister  from  Holland,  and  to  appoint  four  per 
sons  to  record  the  names  and  amounts  of  voluntary  subscriptions  for 
the  same.  Lib.  A.  6. 
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MESSRS.  SCHFYLER,  PEI.LIFS  AND  WESSELI.S  TO  GOVERNOR 
FLETCHER. 

Sept.    '2*.    HK»7. 
May    it   please   your   Excellency. 

Three  Sachiiiis  and  several  ('upttilus  of  the  Coyougers  Nation  come  to  Altmuy  and 
made  ye  following  proposals. 

Present  —  Coll.    1'.    Schuyler 

Dellius 

Major    Wessells 
Brethren: 

Wee  come  here  to  lay  before  you  our  poverty  and  that  wee  are  menanced  by  the 
French  and  Twightwlcks  Indians,  both  ..ur  enemies. 

Wee  beg  that  you'l  pleas,-  t..  assist  us  with  powder  and  lead  that  we  may  be 
capasltated  t<>  defend  ourselved  and  anoy  ye  enemy. 

They   lay   down    two   otter   and   four   l>ea\'>ur   skins. 

Brethren: 

Wee  are  sorry  to  have  it  to  tell  you  the  loss  of  our  brethren  the  Slnnlkes 
suffered  in  an  engagement  with  ye  Tu  i'-ht  wlcht  s  Indians:  our  young  men  killed 
several  of  the  enemy,  but  upon  their  retreat  some  of  their  Thief  Captains  wen- 
cut  off. 

You  know  our  eustome  is  to  condole  ye  dead  by  Wampum,  therefore  wee  desire 
you  give  us  some  for  these  Keavours:  soe  laid  down  ten  1  leaver  skin*.  Tho 
Wampuiii  was  immediately  given  them  for  the  said  skins,  and  the  day  following 
appointed  for  a  confcrance  upon  the  t\r>\  proposition  made  by  them  for  powder  and 
lead  etc. 

The  next  day  wee  accordingly  nn-tt,  and  the  said  Sachems  and  Captains  being 
present  wee  addressed  ourselves  to  them  saying:  You  desire  of  us  powder  and 
lead,  what  occasion  have  you  for  those  neeessarles  of  warr.  or  how  ran  you  ask 
for  such  assistance  from  us  when  in  the  meantime  you  have  prlvely  sent  mes 
sengers  to  the  French  (Jovernor  of  Canada  (our  enemy  and  yours*  with  I'.dts  of 
Wampum,  deslreing  to  make  a  peace.  Whereupon  the  said  Sachlms  and  Captains 
replyed  that  they  were  wholy  ignorant  of  ye  matter  and  had  no  hand  In  It,  directly 
or  indirertly,  or  ever  heard  of  sii'-h  a  thing  till  they  arrived  at  <  Miondau'e  (upon 
their  Journey  hetheri  where  they  w,-re  Informed  that  messengers  were  sent  to 
Canada  from  thence  but  with  no  design  or  intent  ,.f  pea<-e,  but  purely  to  delude 
that  Governor  and  to  iralnc  time  that  their  young  men  might  hunt  In  safety. 

And  as  for  their  own  parts  they  assured  us  that  they  would  never  make  peace  or 
agree  to  it  with  the  French  (iovernor  of  Canada,  without  the  consent  and  good 
Ilkelng  of  Caylnqulragoe  and  the  whole  Canossloone.  (The  Five  Nations)  and  that 
they  would  always  keep  bright  and  el«-an  the  Covenant  Chain  with  Cayln«|iilragoe 
and  never  suffer  any  rust  to  grow  upon  It. 

I'pon  which  wee  gave  them  tifty  pounds  of  powder  and  soe  much  lead  of  th«» 
late  stores  sent  up  by  your  Excellency  for  that  purpose,  as  also,-  some  rum  to 
Ch«-lr  up  their  hearts. 

With  submission  to  your  Excellency  wee  thought  It  proper  to  put  some  notion* 
in  the  heads  of  those  Indians  to  keep  them  warme  In  the  warr.  and  that  Canada 

might  t alsoe  In  an  allarme  of  a  design  on  that  place  this  winter;  therefore 

desired  that  each  nation  should  furnish  us  with  twenty  pair  of  snow  Mioes  about 
Christmas  time;  upon  which  we  gave  them  senven  hands  of  wampum  to 
communicate  the  same  to  all  the  Five  Nations. 

Two  days  after  wee  dispatched  these  Indians  there  arrived  with  us  at  Albany 
three  Slnnikes  Sachems  and  brought  to  Coll.  S«  huybT  four  Heaver  skins,  desln-liig 
they  might  have  wampum  for  them;  whl«-h  they  had;  who  assured  us  the  same  an 
the  afore  mantloned  CnyugerH. 


121G  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1697 

Wee  are  further  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  wee  design  to  dismiss  the  Bush- 
lopers,  their  service  being  chiefly  In  the  sumer.  Wee  engaged  to  pay  them  when 
discharged,  which  wee  shall  doe  by  our  particular  bonds,  If  money  be  not  remitted 
soe  timely  as  to  auswere  the  same;  which  wee  doe  not  doubt  Your  Excellency's 
directions  in.  when  is  paid  by  the  country;  being  witness  of  your  Excellency's 
tender  care  of  the  whole  Province  in  generall  and  this  frontier  In  particular,  and 
also  your  Excellency's  prudent  conduct  In  the  management  of  affairs  with  the 
Five  Nations,  keeping  them  firm  to  his  Majesty's  interest  to  this  very  day,  not 
withstanding  their  many  waverings  occasioned  by  the  tedlousnesse  of  the  war 
and  the  bribes  and  treats  of  the  French  of  Canada. 

Wee  have  not  to  add,  but  shall  be  always  ready  and  cheirfull  to  observe  your 
Excellency's  commands  and  remain, 

Your   Excellency's   Most   humble   and   obedient   servants 

1'.  Schuyler 

Dellius 

Dirck   Wessells. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   iv.  L"J4,   2'J.j. 
New  Albany,  the 

28   Sept.    1G97. 

A   true  Copy. 

(Signed)     David  Jamison,   Cl.   Concilij. 


TRINITY  CHURCH. 

(1(51)7,    Nov.?) 

Ordered,  That  the  following  address  should  be  signed  by  the  Church  Wardens  In 
behalf  of  this  Board,  and  forthwith  presented  to  his  Excellency  and  Council,  viz. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  CAPTAIN  GENERAL  AND 
GOVERNOR  IN  CHIEF  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ETC. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Church  Wardens  and  the  Vestrymen  of  Trinity  Church 
in  the  city  of  New  York, 
She  wet  h, 

That  there  is  a  certain  sum  of  money  raised  by  virtue  of  a  Lycense  from  your 
Excellency,  with  advice  of  the  Council,  from  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province  and  others,  towards  the  relief  of  Christian  Captives 
In  Sally,  which  did  belong  to  this  Province,  and  in  case  of  their  death,  or  other 
escape,  or  that  it  be  impossible  to  relieve  them;  by  ye  said  Lycense  it  is  to  be  to 
ye  like  or  some  other  pious  use  as  your  Excellency  ye  Governor  and  Council  shall 
appoint. 

That  it  so  happens  ye  said  Captives  are  escaped,  dead,  or  otherwise  not  to  be 
relieved. 

That  ye  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  Trinity  Church  for  and  towards  the 
furnishing  of  said  Church  did,  upon  their  humble  application  by  your  Excellency's 
favor,  obtained  from  your  Excellency  in  Council  on  ye  2nd  of  December  1G97  an 
order  for  ye  payment  of  said  money  to  the  Church  Wardens  of  said  Church, 
towards  ye  finishing  of  said  Church,  upon  condition  that  if  any  of  ye  said  Captives 
be  in  captivity,  and  to  be  relieved,  ye  Corporation  of  Trinity  should  procure  their 
relief  and  redemption  at  their  charge. 

And  as  the  persons  intrusted  by  your  Excellency  with  the  management  of  said 
money  towards  ye  redemption  of  Captives,  viz.,  Col.  Stephen  Van  Courtlandt, 
Peter  Jacobs  Morris  (Marius),  Doct.  Kerfbyl,  and  Capt.  John  Kip,  will  not  meet 
together  at  ye  request  of  ye  said  Church  Wardens,  to  deliver  up  ye  account  of 
ye  amount  of  ye  said  money  and  to  assign  the  same; 

Therefore  your  Excells.  Petus  humbly  pray  your  Excel,  to  order  that  ye  said 
persons  be  summoned  to  appear  before  your  Excel,  and  give  an  account  of  ye 
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amount   of  the  said   money,   and   be  ordered   to  assign   ye   said   money,    to   the  said 
Church   Wardens.   f,,r  ye  aforesaid   use  of  Trinity   Chun-h   without   further  delay. 

And  your  Kxc.-ls.  ivtus.  as  iu  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  et.-.—  lU-rrlan's 
Trlulty  Church.  !'.«.  Jo. 

At  n  Conn. -Ill  hel.l  at  his  Majesty's  Ffort  In  New  V..rk.  the  Jml  ,,f  De.-ember 
1697. 

Present    his   Kxeellen.-y    Benjamin    Fletcher,    etc. 
Ffred  Phillips       i 
Steph.   Cortlandt    ' 
Nicholas   Bayard 
Gal..    Mlnvlell*       I 
Thomas   Willett     1 
William    Pinhoni  ,    r^ 
John  Lawrence 
Caleb   Heathcote  J 

The  petition  of  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vest  rym.-n  of  Trinity  Church  was  r.-.nd 
and  considered.  OIK-  of  the  Captives  having  ^scaped  is  come  home,  the  others  are 
dead  onely  one.  named  Harthol  Houston  is  removed  up  into  the  Country  who  by 
the  report  of  him  who  Is  escaped  from  Salh-y  cannot  be  redeemed;  Ills  Majesty's 
Chappell  Is  allmost  finished  and  Trinity  Church  being  a  Publick  structure  erecting 
for  the  service  of  Cod  by  the  voluntary  Contribution  of  some  people.  Which  Is  a 
publick  and  pious  use  and  much  Is  wanted  to  finish  It. 

It  Is  resolved  and  agreed,  ru-rnine  font  radicente,  that  the  money  raised  by  virtue 
of  the  Lycense  bearing  date  the  Mil  day  of  June  l»;;i.",.  for  the  Redempt l»n  of  the 
said  Captives  In  Salley  be  upplyed  to  the  use  of  Trinity  Chun-h  to  finish  th<- 
building  thereof  any  former  order  of  Council  Notwithstanding  Pro\id-d  always 
that  If  it  be  possible  to  purchase  the  redemption  of  the  said  Bartholomew  that 

the    said    Corporation    of    Trinity    Church    be    accountable    for    the    like    sun r    so 

much  thereof  as  will  answer  the  Redemption. 

And  it  is  ordered  the  tirst  Trustees  Col.  Steph.  Cortlainlt  Mr.  I'eter  Jncob ;  I)r. 
John  Kerbyle  and  Mr.  Johannis  Kip  doe  deliver  «.\er  the  Paper*  ami  all  things 
relating  the  said  money  with  full  power  to  have  use  and  receive  the  same  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Wenham  an. I  Mr.  Hubert  I.iirtlni:  pr.--.-n:  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity 
Church  aforesaid. 

Venn   Copla 

Kxtraeted  out  of  the  COIIIK -ill   P.^ok   pr.   me 

I'..    Cossens.    «'lk    Count-Ill. 
—  Hoc.    Hist.    X.    Y.    III.    2M. 


TRINITY  ('IH-RCII.     SI.AVKS  IN  SAI.I.Y. 

It'.'.lT.     I  I  'ec.t 

Mr.  Jamison  reports  to  this  P.oard  (Vestry  of  Trinity  «'hurchi.  that  ye  pi-tltlmi 
ordered  ye  last  meeting  t,f  this  P.oard  was  read  In  Council  Thursday  last,  ami  that 
Col.  Courtlandt,  one  of  lln>  Coundl  and  one  of  ye  persons  com-ernc'l  therein.  In 
formed  ye  Governor  and  Council,  that  they  were  ready  to  delher  up  all  p'lpern 
relating  to  the  moneys  collected  for  the  redemption  of  C:tptl\es  In  Sally  and  to 
assign  the  same.  Whereupon  It  was  ordered.  (Mr.  Tim.  \\eiiham  belnj:  IndUpoxetl) 
that  Mr.  Robert  I.urtln«,  Mr.  James  Kniott.  :;nd  Mr  hasbl  Jaiiilnon  do  untie  upon 
the  said  Col.  Cortlandt  and  ye  other  pei-K.ms  to  whose  diart'e  the  said  m«n<  y  was 
committed,  and  demand  all  papers  relating'  t lien  uiiio.  and  assignment  <>f  the  xiime. 
—  Herri::n'H  Trinity  Clnin-h.  I'D. 

77 
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DUTCH  CHURCH  OF  XF.W  YORK. 
Building-Masters. —  1  in  rials. 


1007,  Doc.  T. 


The  S,A  -called  '•  Building-Masters  v  shall  bo  changed  into 
"  Church  Masters  ",  and  they  shall  be  four  in  number.  One  half 
of  them  will  go  out  of  office  each  year  and  their  places  be  supplied 
by  others. 

The  price  of  graves  shall  be  regulated  thus: 

For  the  burial  of  a  body  over  20  years  of  age,   30  shillings 

a      -,{)         ..         u       u         00         « 

"   "      "  under  10       "       "      "       10       " 

And  for  every  body  that  is  buried  beyond  the  fixed  line,  double 
these  rates  shall  ho  paid. 

Church-Masters  shall  not  ho  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  election 
of  ministers,  elders  and  deacons,  but  only  at  the  election  of  Church- 
Masters.  (The  Consistory  elected  their  own  successors,  and  their 
names  were  published  for  the  approbation  of  the  Church.)  This 
was  confirmed  on  November  11,  1GOS  as  appears  by  the  resolutions 
then  passed.  Lib.  A.  6. 

INDUCTION  OFIXFV.  WILLIAM  VF.SKY  INTO  TIIK  PARISH  OF  TRINITY 
CHURCH,  XFW  YORK. 

On  Dec.  2.".,  in<}~,  Gov.  Fletcher  induct  oil  Rev.  Mr.  Vescy  into  his  Parish.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  in  the  new  Dutch  Church  in  Garden  street,  as  Trinity 
Church  was  not  yet  ready  for  use.  Rev.  Henry  Selyns  of  New  York  and  Rev.  John 
Peter  Nucclla,  of  Kingston,  subscribed  their  names  as  witnesses.  The  Dutch! 
granted  the  use  of  their  Church  to  Mr.  Vesey  and  his  congregation  for  about  three 
months,  the  services  of  the  two  Ministers  alternating.  The  Dutch  felt  under 
obligations  to  the  Governor  and  his  Council  for  granting  them  their  Charter  (IfiOG), 
and  the  English  felt  under  obligations  to  the  Dutch  for  allowing  the  Civil  Vestry 
to  call  Mr.  Vesey.  See  Nov.  '2,  Iti'Jfj;  Aug.  2,  Ki97,  and  March  13,  1008.— Dix's  Hist. 
Trinity  Ch.  i.  <M-1. 

Remarks  of  IJrodhead  Thereon. 

The  Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  the  Mother  Church  of  this  state;  (New  York) 
and  a  spirit  of  liberal  courtesy  early  prevailed  between  its  ministers  and  those  of 
the  Kpiscupal  Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Vesey,  the  first  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  was  inducted  into  office  in  December,  1097,  in  the  Dutch 
Church  in  Garden  street.  On  that  occasion,  two  Dutch  clergymen,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Selyns,  the  pastor  of  th<-  chun-h.  :in«!  tic-  Key.  Mr.  Nn--.-l!:i.  of  Kingston,  assisted 
In  the  services.  Mr.  V.  •<.->•  afti-rwanl  (.fli.-l.it  .-.1  f.,r  some  time  In  the  <;ardcn  st  root 
church,  alternately  with  tin-  iMitrli  clergymen,  uiiiil  th--  building  -if  Trinity  Church 
was  completed.  When  the  Mi. Idle  Dutch  Clmr.li  i.Na^.iu  an-1  c.dar  Mn-etsi  was 
desecrated  |.y  th.-  Hrltish  during  tin-  l;.-\  ..hii  imiary  war.  the  Vestry  ..f  Trinity 
Church  pa>sed  tin-  f..  11.  -win-  res.diM  |.,n  i:,  ITT'.*:  l!  li.-ini:  repr.-.ni.d  that  th.-  ..1.1 
Dutch  Church  is  now  used  as  a  hospital  for  his  Majesty's  troops,  this  <-..n><>rat Ion. 
Impressed  with  a  grateful  reineinliraiice  of  the  former  kindness  ..f  the  members  of 
that  ancient  church,  do  offer  them  the  use  of  St.  (Jeorgc's  chup-h  t-.  that  congregn- 
tlon  for  celebrating  divine  worship.  The  courteous  offer  was  frankly  accepted. — 
Ilrodhead's  New  York,  i.  ll'.i. 


(Jovernor  Fletcher's  Letter  (,f  Induction  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ve«ey  i:i  Trinity  Church. 
March  I.'!.  KXlS,  on  occasion  of  the  tlrst  opening  of  that  building.  l!y  his  F.xccllency 
Coll.  r.eiijaniin  Fletcher,  Captain  Ceneral  and  (;overnor  in  Chief  of  the  Trovlnce  of 
New  York.  etc. 

These  are  to  ccrtitie  unto  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  com,-  <>r  may  consern 
that  on  Sunday  the  l.'ith  of  March  Instant  at  the  tirst  opening  of  Trinity  Church  In 
New  Yorkc.  after  ye  reading  the  morning  and  evening  service  Mr.  William  Vesey 
did  declare  before  his  Congregation  his  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  all  and 
everything  contained  and  prescribed  In,  and  by  the  book  Kntltuled  the  book  of 
Common  Prayer  and  administration  of  the  Sacraments  and  other  rites  and  Cere 
monies  of  the  Church  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  together  with 
the  Salter  or  psalmes  of  David  printed  as  they  are  to  be  sung  or  said  in  ChurcheH 
In  the  form  and  manner  of  makeing  Consecratelng  ami  ordaynlng  and  Consecrate- 
Ing  of  bishops,  priests  and  deacons  and  in  the  Time  of  divine  sen  l«-c  did  read  n 
Certificate  from  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  <;..d.  MF.NKY  I.olJD  I'.ISIHM'  « >!•' 
LONDON  that  he  had  subscribed  the  acknowledgement  and  Declaration  according 
to  the  act  of  Fniformity.  IN  TESTIMONY  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand 
and  scale  at  New  Yorke  the  'S»\l\  of  March,  Annoque  Domini.  l«,:is 

I5FA:    FFI.KTCHKIC. 

Inscription  over  the  Portal  of  Trinity   Church. 

1<;(.)7. 

Hoc    Tri;iit;itis    Trmplnm    ftnida  'I'liis      Ti'inpl*'     <>f      Trinity      was 

tuin  «-st  :iiin<»  rctfiii  illustrissiini  Sn  tdtindrd  in  the  cightli  year  of  tin- 
promi,  IK. mini  Culiclnii  tcrlii,  Dri  rci^n  of  <.nr  most  Illustrious  Sov- 
grati.a  Aii^'liac,  Scotiar,  I-'ranciar  d  i'n-i^n  Lord.  NN'illiaiu  tli«'  Third,  liy 
Ilihcniia*1  Hc^is.  Fidt'i  Dcfcnsoris,  t  he  jrracr  of  <  Jod.  K  inu  <>f  Kngland. 
etc.  Octavo  AIIIIO<I.;  Domini  K'.'.M;  Scotland,  Fran.-r  and  Ireland.  !><• 
.  fcndci-  of  the  faith.  et<-.;  and  of  our 

J.onl.   1  •;:•»;. 

Ac  voluntaria  (nn»nindani  Contri-  And    it    was    built    !>y    the    volim- 

blltione  et    I»(»nis  Aedifi<-aiuni.   max  tary  ront rilnitlons  and  u\fi*  of  C«T- 

lino     antem,    dlh^-ti     Re^in    Chiliar-  tain    ones;    l.ut    was   rhietly    <MHinir- 

ohac  r.eiijaniin  I''let<-her.  liujus  Pro-  aged   and   advanced    ».\    the   munlll- 

vinciao  strate^i  <'t   Iniperatoris.  Mil  cence    of     his     i:.\«  ell. >in -y.    Cokuirl 

nWcentia     aniniatuin     et     auctuin:  Ronjaniln  FlPtrhiT,  ('nptnln  (ienoral 

cujus    tetnpore    iiKMleraininis    liujus  and  Otvernor  in  chief  of  tills  Prov- 
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Civitatis  inoolae,  Religionem  protes-  ince;  in  the  time  of  whose  govern- 
tantem  Ecelesiae  Anglicanae,  ut  se-  rneut,  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
cundum  Legem  nunc  stabilitate  professing  the  Protestant  Religion 
profiteutes  quodam  Uiplomate,  sub  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  now 
Sigillo  Provinciae  incorporati  sunt,  established  according  to  law,  were 
atque  alias  Plurimas,  ex  Re  sua  incorporated  by  a  Charter,  under 
familiari,  Uouationes  uotabiles  tne  seal  of  the  Province,  and  many 
eidem  dedit.  other  valuable  gifts  he  gave  to  it 

OUL   of   his   own   private  fortune. — 
Smith's  New  York,  i.  302-3. 


Gov.  FLETCHER'S  GIFT  OF  His  PEW  IN  TRINITY  CHURCH. 

March,  1G98. 

To  all  Christian  People  to  whome  these  Presents  shall  Come 
Col.  Benjamin  Fletcher  Late  Captain  Generall  and  Governour  in 
Cheife  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Xew  Yorke  and  Vice  Admiral 
of  ye  same  etc.  sendeth  Greeting  Know  Yee  that  the  said  Col. 
Benjamin  Fletcher  by  the  Consent  allowance  and  approbation  of 
the  Rector,  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  Trinity  Church 
att  his  own  private  Charge  did  Erect  and  build  A  Pew  att  the 
East  End  thereof  for  the  use  of  his  family  and  for  his  Heirs  and 
Assigns  for  Ever  and  his  Majesty  having  thought  fit  to  Recall  the 
said  Col.  Benjamin  Fletcher  from  his  Government  The  said  Coll. 
Benjamin  Fletcher  doth  therefore  hereby  Assign  and  make  Over 
the  said  Pew  in  Trinity  Church  with  all  the  Rights  and  privilrdges 
thereunto  belonging  unto  the  Honorable  Coll.  Nicolas  Bayard  and 
Col.  Caleb  Heathcote  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of  the  said  Province 
and  to  such  Others  that  now  are  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of  the  said 
Province  as  are  not  otherwise  seated  and  Provided  with  Pews  in 
the  said  Church  and  to  such  Persons  of  Quality  and  Gent.  Travell 
ing  to  the  said  Citty  as  the  said  Col.  Xicolas  Bayard  and  Col. 
Caleb  Heathcote  or  the-  Church  Wardens  of  the  said  Church  for 
the  time  being  shall  see  meet.  Provided  allway<  and  itt  is  the 
true  intfiit  and  meaning  hereof  that  in  Case  the  Heirs  of  the  said 
Col.  Benjamin  Fletcher  or  any  o\'  his  friends  or  Relations  doe  att 
jmv  time  hereafter  Arrive  in  this  ( 'ittv  of  Xcw  Yorke  that  they 
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Claim*-  and  have  ;i   Kight   in  sitt   in  tin-  said  IV\v  for  the  hearing 
Divine  Service  anything  Ah<>v  Mentioned  to  the  Contrary  hereof 
in   any   wise    notwithstanding.      In   witness  whereof  I   have  here 
unto  put  my  hand  and  scale  in   New  Yorke  the  twenty  sixtli  day 
of  April  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  IJeign  of  mir  Sovereign  Lord  King 
William  the  third  of  England   Scotland  France  and    Ireland   De 
fender  of  the  Faith  etc.  Amnnj   Dnm.   1(598. 
Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 
\V.  Nii-oll, 

Will  Sinn-pas. 

Ben.  Ffletcher. 

Memorandum  that  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  October  Anno 
Dom  171 1  personall  appeared  before  me  Adolph  Phillips  Esq.  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supream  ( 'ourt  of  Judicature  of  the  Province 
of  Xew  York  William  Sharpas  one  of  the  Witnesses  to  the  within 
Instrument  and  made  Oath  upon  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God  that  he  saw  the  within  naiwd  Benjamin  Fletcher  seal  and 
deliver  the  same  as  his  Voluntary  A«-t  and  Deed  in  the  presence 
of  William  Xicoll  the  Other  Witnesses  thereunto  subscribed. 
Jur  ( 'oram  me  die  &  Anno  sup  diet. 

A.  Philinsc.—  Doe.   Hist.  N.  Y.  iii.  LM9,  250. 
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ADMINISTRATION'  OK  GOVERNOR  BELLOMONT. 

April  2nd  1698-1701,   March  r>. 

Bellomuut  was  appointed,  March  Iti,  1(5J)7.  Shrewsbury  thus  informs  the  Lords 
of  Trade:  "  My  Lords:  The  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Earl  of  Bello- 
mout  to  be  Governor  of  the  Provinces  of  New  Vorke,  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  to  be  Captaiue  Generall  during  the  War,  of  all  his  Majesty's 
forces  both  there,  and  in  Connecticutt,  Rhode  Island  and  the  Jerseys;  which  I 
signify  to  your  Lordships  by  his  Majesty's  directions,  that  you  may  give  orders  to 
have  his  severall  commissions  and  instructions  prepared  accordingly.  I  am,  my 
Lords,  Your  Lordships  most  humble  servant,  Shrewsbury.  AVhitehall,  Kith  March, 
lG'Ju-7.  To  the  Lords  of  the  Council  of  Trade  and  Plantations  ". —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y. 
iv.  2<U-2. 

Bellomont  was  not  Commissioned  until  June  18,  1007.  His  "  Instructions  "  are 
dated  Aug.  Ml.  Id'.vr. 

He  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  opposition  to  James  II. 
In  Kiss  he  became  a  member  of  Parliament  and  was  advanced  by  William  III.  to 
the  dignity  < ,-f  Karl  of  (-'ellomont.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  in  the  House 
of  Lords  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  execution  of  Leisler  and  Milburne,  and 
strongly  declared  thai  they  had  been  "barbarously  murdered". 

Says  Dix;  "He  came  to  New  York,  therefore,  in  avowed  sympathy  with  the 
faction  who  (which'.')  represented  the  ideas  and  were  identified  with  the  acts  of 
Leisler,  and  looked  to  him  to  reverse  the  political  machinery  of  the  Province  and 
undo  what  had  been  done.  A  man  of  narrow  mind  and  strong  prejudices,  he  was 
predestined  to  no  end  of  trouble  in  his  government;  nor  was  it  long  before  the 
Churchmen  of  the  Province  realized  the  nature  of  the  change  in  their  position. 
As  a  seaman  might  have  expressed  it,  the  wind  had  now  come  out  dead  ahead  and 
was  kicking  >:p  an  ugly  sea  *  *  * 

P.ellomont  was  received  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  in  a  most  respectful  and 
honorable  nnnncr.  His  tirst  act,  however,  was  to  dissolve  Governor  Fletcher's 
Assembly  and  call  a  new  one.  He  charged  his  predecessor  with  dishonest  v.  oppres 
sion  and  collusion  with  pirates. 

In  his  relation  to  the  Church  of  England,  he  was  a  lai  it  udinarian.  He  believed 
that  the  Ministry  Act  of  ir>!i.'5,  secured  by  Fletcher,  was  unwise,  on  acount  of  the 
divisions  it  sought  to  make  between  the  different  nationalities  here;  and  was  also 
ineffectual  in  establishing  the  Church  of  Kngland,  as  its  language  was  entirely 
non-committal  as  to  any  Church  in  particular.  *  *  * 

In  reference  to  the  designs  of  I'elloinont,  he  says:  "  If  may  be  here  remarked 
that  for  more  than  an  entire  generation  the  English  and  Hutch  mingled  together, 
and  that  there  were  few  opportunity's  for  training  the  people  in  the  principles  and 
ways  of  the  (Episcopal!  Church.  The  process  of  differentiation  began  with  Vesey 
and  Fletcher,  and  could  hardly  be  appreciated  by  such  a  man  as  Hellomont,  who 
was  an  indifferent  churchman,  and  ready  to  give  nearly  equal  encouragement  to 
the  Church  and  Dissent.  He  reminds  us  of  those  of  our  own  time,  who  are  strong 
advocates  of  Christian  union,  provided  always  lhal  it  be  effected  at  the  expense  of 
the  faith  and  institutions  of  the  (Episcopal!  Church". —  Dix,  121. 

EAKL  OF  BKLLOMONT'S  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MKSSKS.  SCHUYLER  AND 

I  )KLLIFS. 

New   York,    April  22nd,   KJD8. 

Instructions  to  Col.  Peter  Schyler  one  of  the  members  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
and  Mr.  bellins  Minister  of  Albany  to  be  observed  by  them  in  their  Negotiation 
with  the  Count  Froutinac  Governor  General  of  Canada. 


OF  THK   STATI:  OF    XK\V   YORK.  12:23 

1698 

Having  with  advice  ..f  His  M:iJ,  -sty's  CoimelM  appointed  y,,i:.  t..  go  to  «'anml:i  to 
communicate  the  Articles  ,,f  peace  concluded  t.y  His  Maje,ty  :m.l  ye  French  Kln« 
unt.i  Count  Fr.ntinac.pie  Hi,.  (Jovernor  th.-r.-.  which  I  n,-\v  ,!.-li\,-r  y.ni  In  French 
and  Latin  to  tin-  end  that  h«>  may  have  tiim-ly  notice  of  the  sain.'  to  prevent  tin* 
consc.juences  that  would  otherwise  atti-ml  i  In-  delay  thereof. 

You    Col.   Sehylor  art>   therefore  ordered    \vl;h  all   :-|  ......  1    to   h.ist.-n    to    Albany,    and 

take  with  y.iii  from  hence  such   French   prisoners  as  arc   willing  to   r.-ii.rn   to  Canada 
and  mi  your  arrival  at   All.  any.   you  ami   Mr.    I'.-!!ius  arc  t.,  take  under  your  .-an-  all 
such    prisoners    as    an-    then'   <>r   that    Governor    ran    pro«-ur«.    fr<>m    t  hi'    Indians    and 
provide  them   with  necessary  Cloathlm;  and  other  Things  needful!   to  enable  them  to 
returne   hi'iiii-  and    what    number  ymi   then   s.i  take  under   your  charge   transmit!    me 
a   list   .if  their  names.      You  shall   also  on   V'>ur  arrival   at    Albany   pr«>\ide   yourselves 
with   sueh   things  as  shall   lie  convenient    f«.r  your  .Journey    to   Canada   and    make  all 
possible   haste  jo   prot  .....  d   on   your  said  Journey    for   the   prevent  inn   ,,f  any    mischief 

that  may  ensue  l.y  reason  of  the  (Jovcrnor  ..f  Cannados  not  haveln-  timely  notice 

of    the    peace. 

On  y.ur  ar;i\a!l  at  Mont  Tn.yall  yon  shall  deliver  unto  Major  calllor  my  letter 
and  desire  him  to  assist  you  in  ymir  n.ul>-k  dispatch  to  Qudd-ck.  ^'i\e  him  my 
service  :iml  assure  him  ..t  my  willingness  ,,,  ki-.-p  a  fair  Correspondence  with  him. 

On    your   arrival!    at    (Jiieheck    deliver    my    letter    to    Count    Front  inaco,Me,    and    tell 
him.   that    1    have  made  it    my   lirsi    can-  since  my    F.nt  ranee  upon   the  (  Jov.-rnment,   to 
signify   my   ivs|  .....  ;    to  the  friendsiiip  C<uit  ractc.l    by   our   urea!    Mars,    in    tin-  Articles 

of   Peace  Now  transmitted  to  him   by  you  and   ha\e  th.-refore   with   all   sp  .....  1   sent    to 

him  such  prisoners  of  warr  as  ar  ......  me   to  my    knowledge   in    this   <  io<  i-rnnu-nt    with 

the  best  ac,-.,inmodation  (lie  place  e.,ii!.l  alToi-.l.  and  havi  eejioiis  tliat  tlie 

same  shall  be  done  in  the  other  that  I  shall  always  be  ready  :•>  milritain  y»» 
friendship  of  our  Lrreat  Masters  with 

You  shall  also  take  care  to  demand  that  all  Master 

the  Kim:  of  Kntrland  that  have  been  laki  -  during  tin  ,  now  under 

his  Comm-i'nl  in  Canada  or  amon-,'  1  IM-  Indians  that  the  !•>  re- 

tunie  unto  tl.cir  respective  place,  to  whicli  t  !  •  :•  >!••!•  'sta 

tion.  and  be  civilly  and  well  treated  according  to  the  rules  and  laws  ,,(  Nations. 

You  shall  also  ile-ire  him  that  th"  snb  ••  tlie  free 

Intercom-  .....  f  trade  and  Commerce  aeeordlny  a  -  :  I  'Mc'd 

You  >-ha!l  also  by  your  best  discretion  -t.Vrt 

subjects  are  detained  or  kept  prisoners  contrary  to  the  Van-,  and 

If  any  such  to  examine  the  cause  i.f  sui-h  detention  and  :i<  '  uc|-e\\  ith. 

You  are  lik.-wise  to  desire  him  to  -i\e  .lireetlons  that  1  >l  doc  any 

net  of  hostility  au'.iinsl  any  of  our  Indians  but  that  they  shall  observe  the  Articles 
of  the  said  Warr.  (PeaceVi  havein-  .u'iven  dif-ction  that  r.ur  ;  ill  strictly 

oIlSlTVe     the     sallie. 

YOU  are  t..  dcmeai:  yours.  -If  \\ilh  ^reat  re-p.-.-t  and  regard  uni««  C.mrn  1  r»Mlln- 
nctiue  !.y  all  means  to  a.oid  ^Ucln-  him  :.ny  di't.i-t,.. 

You  are  also  by  all  op],  en  unity-  lo  aeMe.aiiii  me  „{  th-  pm-re^  |,,  y.,nr  J.-urm-y 
and  aUoe  ,,f  w!iat  -hall  be  I  rair-aet  ci|  by  you  in  y.,-ir  tie-ol  Lit  ion  \\lih  c,,unt 
Frontinae.jue.  that  I  mav  trail-mill  -onie  unto  his  Maj.-  ; 


vM.'l.   OF    III-.].  I.  o  \lo\T    TI  i    Till.     I.ol.-li^.    ..I       I    iMI'i:. 

New    \ork.    May    J"-. 


By    th,     i,.-\i    ,,pportunit\    your    I...rd-hip-    -hall    have    -udi    fi.rlh.-r 

F'h-tcher-    mab-    Administration    as    will    to    ihe    full    e.piall    anythini:    I  n-mllt    to 

yon    by    thi>   ...nveyance. 
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I  have  boon  soe  moderate  towards  Coll.  Fletcher  and  his  friends  that  I  have 
turned  out  none  of  them,  not  soe  much  as  his  Sheriffs,  who  are  complained  against 
for  very  foul  practices  in  the  elections  and  returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  the 
present  Assembly,  notwithstanding  my  proclamation  stricktly  for  bidding  any  such 
practices,  by  which  means  great  discontents  arise  among  tlaose  who  are  precluded 
by  foul  play  from  their  right  of  sitting  in  the  House,  and  such  irregularities  are 
dayly  committed  in  the  House  in  the  point  of  order,  that  I  begin  to  despair  of  their 
doing  any  good  for  his  Majesty's  service  or  their  Couutrie's. 

What  I  have  last  writt  leads  me  naturally  to  observe  to  your  Lordships  the  great 
pains  Col.  Fletcher  took  to  divide  the  people  here  and  to  foment  the  fewd  between 
Leisler's  party  and  the  opposite  party,  and  went  so  far  in  it  as  to  publish  a  book 
(and  took  the  advice  of  Councill  in  doing  it)  to  revive  the  old  story  of  Leister. — 
By  the  next  opportunity  your  Lordships  shall  have  that  book  sent  you,  and  the 
order  of  Council,  that  directs  its  being  printed,  and  you  will  then  judge  whether 
this  book  was  not  calculated  for  putting  this  Town  and  Country  into  a  combustion.* 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  31G. 


FRAUDULENT  PURCHASE  OF  LAND  FROM  MOHAWK  INDIANS. 

1698,   May  31. 
Interpreted  by  Arneut  Cornelisse  who  was  sworn. 

Depositions  of  Henry  and  Joseph  two  of  the  Maquaes  Nation  who  are  of  full  age 
and  have  been  Converts  to  the  Christian  Faith  for  about  Eight  years  past,  taken 
before  His  Excellency  Richard  Earl  of  Belloinont  and  James  Graham  Esq.,  His 
Majesty's  Attumey  Generall  for  the  Province  of  New  York,  who  being  duely 
sworne  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  God  have  answered  to  the  following  Queries  as 
is  hereunder  Expressed.  New  York  ye  31st  May  1C.DS. 

Query.  "Whether  they  be  owners  of  the  Maquase  Land  where  their  Castles  are 
seated? 

Answer.    Yes.   they  are  part  owners  or  proprietors  of  the  above  land. 

Q.    How  many  an-  owners  of  the  said  land  besides  themselves? 

Ans.  Six  more  'Besides  them,  two  have  the  Priucipall  Propriety  in  those  Lands 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  Maquase  are  Concerned  under  them. 

Q.  Whether  they  have  sold  the  Land  to  Mr.  William  Tinhorn,  Col.  Peter 
Bchuyler,  Domine  Godevridus  Dellius,  Major  Dirik  Wessells  and  Evart  Ranker? 

Ans.    Wee  never  sold  nor  gave  away  ye  said  Land  to  any  person  whatever. 


The  said  two  Christian  Indians  do  pray  his  Excellency  that  lie  would  use  his 
endeavors  to  propagate  the  Christian  Religion  amongst  them,  which  hath  been  much 
neglected  and  faintly  performed  of  late  years,  therefore  do  pray  that  a  minister* 
may  be  appointed  to  Reside  with  them  at  their  Castles  for  the  cherishing  and 
comforting  of  those  few  Converts  that  are  already  in  the  Christian  faith  and  for 
the  converting  the  rest  of  their  Brethren  who  have  good  Inclinations  to  Embrace 

*  "At  a  Council  held  at  New  York.  4th  March  1»;<IS.  The  clerk  of  the  Council 
laid  before  this  Board  a  Letter  relating  some  transactions  in  this  Province  found 
at  the  printers  whieh  was  ordered  to  be  read.  The  Council  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  contains  nothing  but  truth,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  printed  and 
published  with  ihe  other  papers  menconed  therein  and  do  desire  his  Excellency 
will  give  direceons  for  the  printing  thereof  accordingly  ".  Council  Minutes,  viii..  31. 
One  of  the  reasons  given  by  Lord  Belloinont  for  removing  Bayard,  subsequently, 
from  the  Council  was  "  that  he  had  advised  the  printing  a  fraudulous  and  Malicious 
pamphlet  entitled  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  New  York,  in  which  it  was 
endeavored  to  cast  every  species  of  odium  upon  Leisler  and  the  Revolution  he 
effected".  Dunlap's  History  of  New  York,  i.,  I*.".:*.  The  Letter  here  referred  to  is 
published  in  New  York  Documentary  History.  Svo.  ii.,  42r>;  4to.,  243. 
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tho   said    faiih    if    ili-'.v    had    Minivers    to    lustri!-!    !!i-::i    'hT.-in        Col.    Dors.    N.    V. 


< 'or.vr  !•!•:  FROXTK.NAC  T<>  TIM:   MAIM.  <>r  iJi  I.I.«C\D»NT. 

(t»u. •!.••.-.   sth   June.    IWS. 

Sir.  Colon.-!  Schnyl T  :i:nl  Mr.  Dclllus  presented  to  me.  ihr.-i-  days  ;.«...  the  letter 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me.  from  which  I  perceive  your  di*>po>itii>n  to  enter- 
tain  a  x<><»\  correspondence  with  us  in  const-. iurn<'«-  of  tin-  |M-:U-I-  whi.-li  ha->  tn-.-n 
coiH-linlfil  between  tin-  Kiny,  my  Master,  and  the  Ki'i^  »t  Knuland. 


The  missions  we  liave  had  for  more  than  forty  years  amongst  them;  the  »;arrisi»iiH 
we  maintained  in  their  villages:  their  ehildren  \\liom  tliey  ha\<-  ylven.  and  \vh<nu 
I  have  brought  up  near  me.  and  many  other  evidences  afford  most  certain  proofs 
that  they  have  ever  1 n  subj'-et  to  the  Kind's  protection. 


It  was  impossible  to  receive  your  letter  by  persons  more  a^r.-eal.U-  to  m«»  than 
Messrs.  Sduiyler  and  DHlins.  \\iio  have  appeai-"d  to  m--  irent  l.-nn-n  of  merit.  The 
deslr«>  they  have  to  join  you.  before  your  departure  from  Ne\v  Y"ik.  forbids  my 
dftainins;  them  any  lon-er  here.  -Col.  Does.  N.  V.  iv.  :;»:t,  :U1. 


H..W   I-'letdier  Antagonized   the   Dutch  and   Kn^-li-h  in  Churdi  and   State. 

"The  late  (HAcrnor   made   advantage   in  divid.-   the   , p|,.   by    stipposlnij   :•    Dutch 

and  Kir^lish  interest  to  be  different  here,  and  t  h'-rel'm-e  un-i«-r  the  noti.in  of  a 
Church  of  Knu'land.  to  i>c  put  in  oppositinn  to  the  Dutch  and  1'rcnch  <'hurchi»s 
i-stablished  liere.  he  supporied  a  f.-w  ras.-ally  I-:n«!i-.h  whu  wi-iv  a  -candall  to  their 
nation  and  the  1'roiesiant  Keli-ion:  and  here  opp<  -•.  -;a:it  K.-!l«lou. 

and    who   joined    with    liim    in    tin-    wor.-t    meth-.ds   «\    £.[\n<-.    and    »-\>r<-\\-    u-ed    th,. 

Dutch,   except  some   few   merchants   who-e   trade   he   favored,    wh j^ln    '•>   liave  an 

equal    benetit    of    the    Kn^lisli    ;_<• 
Majes;y.    ami   are  a    -ober   indn<tri.,r 
Docs.    N.    V.    iv.  .TJ.-,. 


Ki-:roi;T  nr    Mi-:ss;:s.  S(iirvi.i:i:   AND    Di:i.i.irs'    N*K«.«ITIATI«»NS   IN 
(  'A.NAD  \.  .1  i'i.v   •_'.    !  '''|x. 

Report    of   our    iie-otm lions    in    «  .ma.la.    by    ..rd.-r   «.f    ill-*    Cx-'.-l  ,-    ll.irl    of 

Bellomont.   Captain  <;«-ncral  and   C.-vcrnor  In   chief  ,,f  th.-   !':•• 

May    r.i.      \\<-   arrived   at    M.mtr.-al    with    tw.-ntv    pi-i-.i 

hand-  «(   I  he  (Jovernor.    wli we  .  ..mplini.-nied   In   y •   !-:\..-!:,  -ji.-y '-   name,  and 

to  \\hom   we  present,.,|  your  letter,   ui    w!d"!i  he  felt    hljflily   h-.n-.i-.-d.   and  evln.-..(l 
much    ^i-.ttiiude. 
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May  21.  We  took  our  departure  from  Montreal,  and  arrived  on  the  2.~>th  at  Quebec, 
where  we  waited  on,  and  paid  our  respeets  to.  Count  de  Frontenae  and  pre 
sented  him  your  Excellency's  letter.  He  received  us  most  politely,  and  evinced 
considerable  satisfaction  and  lively  sensibility  at  the  honor  your  Excellency 
conferred  on  him. 

May  20.  The  Superior  of  the  Jesuits  and  the  secular  clergy  visited  us,  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation  said,  they  hoped  to  come  soon  to  see  us  at  Albany  and 
wished  to  send  their  missionaries  back  simony  our  Indians.  We  answered  here 
unto,  that  they  may  spare  themselves  that  troubh that  our  Indians  are  under 

the  direction  of  our  ministers  at  Albany  (Dellius),  who  takes  care  of  them,  and 
awaits  orders  for  their  instruction  from  my  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  to  whose 
diocese  they  belong-  This  greatly  astonished  them,  and  obliged  them  to  say 
that  they  were  paid  for  that  mission,  receiving  twenty  four  thousand  livres 
annually  from  the  King  of  France.  To  which  we  replied,  that  if  our  King  did 
not  surpass,  he  at  least  equalled,  the  King  of  France  in  piety  and  generosity; 
but  as  regards  the  Fathers,  they,  as  we  had  but  too  often  experienced  through 
out  the  war,  were  prompted  rather  by  the  desire  to  seduce  our  Indians  and  to 
enfeeble  us.  by  attracting  them  hither  with  a  view  to  strengthen  themselves, 
than  by  charity  and  a  design  for  their  salvation. 

May  27.  According  to  your  Excellency's  instructions,  we  demanded  of  Count  de 
Frontenae  his  Majesty's  subjects,  both  Christians  and  Indians,  who  were  de 
tained  in  his  government,  and  the  establishment  of  a  reciprocal  trade,  as  the 
first  fruits  of  the  peace,  etc. 


The  Governor  rejoined:  The  Five  Nations  had  always  been  under  the  French 
government:  that  it  had  missionaries  and  garrisons  among  them  for  forty  years 
and  upwards:  they  had  affixed  the  arms  of  the  King  of  France;  the  Indians  had 
called  him  their  Father:  the  English  were  not  long  in  possession  of  the  country; 
no  mention  was  made  of  them  (the  Five  Nations)  in  the  Articles  of  Peace;  that  the 
Indians  had,  at  one  time,  given  him  twelve  children  to  be  instructed. 


June  iS.  We  took  our  leave  of  him.  lie  gave  us  his  letter  for  your  Excellency, 
and  we  took  our  departure  the  same  day.  I>ut  before  we  set  out,  we  had. 
encouraged  some  French  Indians  to  repair  to  Chambly,  on  a  certain  day.  In 
order  to  accompany  us  and  settle  among  us.  promising  to  have  them  instructed 
in  the  Christ  i;in  Keligion.  They  did  not  fail  to  keep  the  assignation,  to  the 
number  of  forty,  including  men  and  women,  with  five  to  six  hundred  beavers. 


As  regards  Quebec,  the  capital  city,  its  fortifications  are  not  extraordinary:  the 
dlflieulty  of  ascending  the  river,  and  gaining  their  harbor,  constituting  their  greatest 
security.  Were  it  not  for  the  Convents,  the  Seminary,  the  I'.ishop's  house,  and 
other  religious  edifices  which  embellish  it,  it  would  scarcely  merit  the  name  of  a 
town.  The  mounted  guns  do  not  exceed  forty  in  number.  There  are  two  bishops: 
the  Jesuits,  secular  priests,  recollects,  and  their  lay  brothers,  exceed  two  hundred 
in  number.  The  people,  apparently,  are  not  very  wealthy;  paper  money  circulating 
instead  of  gold  and  silver. 

In  all  submission  we  presume  to  add  to  what  precedes,  the  respectful  advice,  that 
if  the  Conn  of  England  do  not  take  to  heart  the  instruction  and  conversion  of  the 
Indians,  the  Five  Nations  will  not  fail  to  be  lost  through  the  active  zeal  of  the 
Jesuits,  who  will,  as  heretofore,  be  very  :n-ti\e  in  sending  missionaries  among  them, 
and  attracting  them  to  Canada,  as  they  have  done  with  regard  to  those  at  present 
there:  for  it  is  the  sole  cause  of  their  abandoning  their  country  and  retiring  to 
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Canada.  All  whii-h  is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your  Kxrellency  l.y  your  most 
humble  and  most  obedient  servants. 

1'r.    Schuyler, 

DellluB. 
New    York,    l_'nd    July.    Ki'.iS. 

(signed)  Hellomout. 

A    true   Copy. 

—  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    i\.    .".IT.    :'.4S.    :M«.»,   :',.M. 

P.  S.     KARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  SKCKKTAKY  P«UMM-:L. 

1  <;<•>,  .Inly  7. 

After  referring  to  .Mr.  Weaver,  as  his  airent,  sent 

to  England,  to  explain  matters,  lie  refers  to  a  general  de-ire  to 
censure  Fletcher's  administration,  and  then  asks  fur  power  to 
vacate  Fletcher's  grants  of  land. 

I  desire  you  would  urge  two  or  three  tilings  to  their  Lordships 
above  all  others,  that  I  might  have  a  power  to  vacate  all  Fletcher's 
grants,  which  are  so  extravagant,  that  the  province  can  never  be 
peopled,  there  are  half  a  dozen  of  his  grant.-  that  eonie  not.  much 
short  of  Yorkshire,  for  extent  of  land,  and  the  pcixms  that  are  the 
grantees  have  no  merit.  One  Henry  IJeekman  a  Lieutenant  ( 'ol- 
Oliel  in  the  Militia  has  a  vast  tract  of  land  as  lariM-  as  the  midling 
county  of  England,  for  whieh  he  irave  Fletcher  a  hundred  dollars, 
ahout  twenty  five  pounds  English,  and  I  am  told  he  values  his 
purchase  at  five  thousand  pound-.  The  Mahawcks  land,  fifty 
miles  in  length,  I  hear  the  (Jrantees  value  at  twenty  live  thousand 
pounds.  Col.  Smith's  grant  in  Long  Island  alias  Nassau  Island 
cost  him  I  am  told  but  fifty  dollars,  though  worth  more  than  any 
grant  of  'em  all.  Ami  so  of  several  other  grant-,  a  list  whereof  I 
send  te  Mr.  Weaver.  lie  has  granted  away  ami  M>ld  all  the  eoii- 
vcniencie-  of  a  (Jo\.nior  here  vi/.,  a  Karmo  called  the  King's 
Farrne,  li«-  has  given  to  the  Chun-h  here,  hut  'ti>  oh-ervahle,  his 
devotion  did  not  carry  him  to  do  i;  till  lie  heard  I  wa-  <•<  rtainly  to 
super-ced  him  part  of  that  Kami,  which  i-  meadow  ground  and  a 
scarce  thing  here,  he  i-old  to  ('apt;tin  Kvan.-  ( 'onmiander  of  tlie 
Richmond  Krigatt,  a  character  of  \\hom  I  have  .-cut  home  by  Mr. 
Weaver  in  several  depositions  ot  hi-  misbehaviour  here;  part  of  the 
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King's  garden  too  he  has  granted  and  sold  to  one  Keathcote  a  Mer 
chant,  so  that  I  am  to  be  robbed  of  my  conveniencys  that  is  of  a 
place  where  to  keep  a  horse  or  a  cow  for  the  use  of  my  family;  I 
shall  think  Fletcher  has  the  best  luck  with  his  insolence  and  cor 
ruption  that  ever  any  Governor  had. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  327. 


CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES. 

Xew  York. 

1G98,  July  21st. 

There  was  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  York,  of  May 
4,  1608,  to  the  Rev.  Olassis  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  signed  Rev. 
Henri eu S  Sullyns,  (Selyns). 

1.  It  makes  mention  of  a  schism,  which  had  arisen  in  his  church., 
about  the  calling  of  a  second  minister  from  Holland  by  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam, This,  some  of  the  congrega 
tion  are  trying  to  stop,  notwithstanding  a  majority,  and  they  the 
most  godly  ones,  are  in  favor  of  it. 

2.  From  this,   it  had  happened,  that  these  Cabalists  had  it  in 
mind,  to  seek  to  force  Rev.  (  Peter)  Xucella  into  this  church,  (Xew 
York.)      He  had  left  his  own  chmvh    (of   Kingston)    on  account 
of  some  difference  with  his  consistory. 

•}.  Whereupon  these  riotous  ones  refused  to  hand  over  the  sub 
scription  of  the  congregation  of  Xew  York  for  the  call  of  a  min 
ister  from  Holland,  or  to  make  any  report.  Yea,  they  attempted 
two  or  three  times  to  run  up  votes  for  Rev.  Xucella,  and  have  even 
rented  a  house  for  a  dwelling,  for  him.  The  most  considerable 
portion  of  them  tried,  indeed,  to  force  him  to  accept,  without  any 
dismissal  or  ecclesiastical  certificate.  All  of  this  is  in  conflict 
with  the  X  Article  of  the  National  Church-order,  subscribed  to 
by  himself. 

4.  Inasmuch,  therefore  as  the  first  subscription  was  held  back; 
the  elders,  who  were  the  committee  to  secure  subscriptions  from  the 
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people  generally  for  the  Mipju.rt  of  IHvine  >ervices.  were  sent 
around  again,  to  ascertain  whether  the  people  desire  that  a  minis 
ter  should  be  called  from  Holland,  «T  i!«>t.  It  was  then  discovered 
that  three  to  one  were  in  favor  of  this.  Those  would  also  advise 
Rev.  Xucella  not  to  leave  his  church,  l»ut  rather  to  reconcile  him 
self  with  them  again. 

f>.  Meantime  the  church  is  i:rowin:r  verv  much.  There  is  preach 
ing  three  times  a  week,  and  three  or  four  times,  there  is  cateehiza- 
tion,  with  a  large  number  of  auditors.  It  was  seldom  (that  there 
was  a  communion  without  accessions.)  At  the  last  communion 
forty  nine  members  were  received  on  confession. 

ft.  Whether  anything  of  this  dispute  lias  been  written,  by  this 
Cabal,  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  (we  know  not.)  The 
Consistory  expresses  itself  as  inclined  to  peace,  and  requests  that 
the  affair  be  not  settled  too  hastily;  but  only  after  the  mind  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  congregation  there.  The  ( 'onsistory  is  ready 
to  place  upon  the  table  of  Classis  all  the  papers,  in  regard  to  what 
they  have  encountered;  and  to  send  them  over  immediately. 

7.  Further  the  Consistory  of  New  ^  ork  requires  that  the  Depu 
ties  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  will   be  plea-ed  to  see  to  it  that 
some  capable  ministers  be  found,  that    'hey   may   be  called  to  the 
New  Motherland  churches. 

8.  They  conclude  with  a  wish  for  blessing,     xxi.  ))so,  .°i$-l. 

KARL  OF  BKLLOMO.NT  TO  Cor. NT  in:  FKONTKNAC. 

Ni-vv    York.    l.'Uh    August.    HU«. 


To  show  you  how  little  our  Five  Nations  of  Indians  regard  y..ur  Jesuits  an<l  other 
missionaries,  they  have  entreated  rue  repeatedly  to  expel  these  gentlemen  from 
among  them,  representing  to  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  wen-  overwhelmed 
and  tormented  l»y  them  against  their  will,  and  that  they  would  w  Mi  to  have  some 
Of  our  Protestant  ministers  among  them,  Instead  of  your  Missionaries.  In  order  to 
iQBtruet  them  In  the  Christian  Religion,  \\hl«-h  I  promised  them.  And  you  will  do 
well  to  forldd  your  missionaries  Interfering  any  in. .re  with  them,  unless  they  desire 
to  undergo  the  punishment  pro\  Ided  l.y  the  law-,  of  England,  whleh.  assuredly.  I 
will  cause  to  !,»•  executed  every  time  they  f:ill  Into  oi:r  hands,  the  Indians  having 
promised  me  to  I. ring  them  as  prisoners  In-fore  me.— Oil.  Hoe*.  N.  V.  Iv.  .'{«W. 


1230  ECCLESIASTICAL  "RECORDS 

1698 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Rev.  Henricus  Selyns  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  September  14, 
1G98.  Extracts  in  xxi.  394-5;  and  in  Mints,  of  Syn.  K  Hol 
land,  1699,  p.  13. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  : 

Gentlemen  and  Fellowlaborers  in  Christ  Jesus: — As  we  wrote 
to  you  on  the  4th  of  May  last  (1G9S)  and  then  informed  you  of 
the  conditions  of  this  distant  and  afflicted  church,  you  must  pardon 
us  that  we  again  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  your  Reverences  with 
this  letter.  We  would  be  sorry  not  to  write,  both  because  we  have 
issued  from  you,  and  because  you  have  taken  better  care  of  this 
and  the  neighboring  churches,  by  sending  over  proper  persons,  than 
of  the  East  Indian  and  other  foreign  churches. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  instrument  and  letters  of  call, 
the  Rev.  Hieronymus  Verdieren,  Minister  at  Bruynesse,  in  Zee- 
lant,  has  been  called  as  minister  for  service  here.  According  to 
reports  and  recommendations  lie  is  a  man  of  great  learning,  of  good 
habits,  friendly  in  conversation.  We  shall  expect  to  see  him  by 
the  next  ships. 

Wo  have  written  to  his  Reverence  informing  him  of  the  call,  and 
enclosed  our  letter  in  yours.  We  request  you  to  send  it  to  his  Rev 
erence,  with  your  Classical  letter  to  him,  to  assist  us.  If  he  is 
willing  to  come  over,  to  save  time,  he  can  perhaps  be  dismissed 
by  letters  from  you.  This  has  happened  frequently  and  can  well 
be  done.  But  if  not  inclined  to  leave  Bruynesse  and  to  come  to  us, 
you  may,  after  communicating  with  Messrs.  Levinus  van  Schaick 
and  William  Banckor,  natives  of  this  place,  call  either  a  minister 
or  a  licentiate,  whichever  may  be  best  able  to'  serve  our  church. 
This  we  commit  to  the  Rev.  (1lassis  and  await  the  result. 

For  making  up  and  supplying  the  expenses,  we  remit  to  your 
Reverences  a  draft  for  two  hundred  guilders,  Holland  currency. 
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on    four    weeks    sight,   payable    by  the    aforementioned    William 
Bancker,  merchant  at  Amsterdam. 

We  spoke  in  mir  last  nf  thirtv  catechumen?,  who  on  the  second 
Easter  Monday  last,  beiraii  in  tlie  afternoon,  to  recite  without  miss 
ing  all  the  IValms,  etc.  Bur  this  excited  siieli  a  desire  and  /.eal 
among:  other  pupils,  that  the  number  has  increased  to  sixty  live, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  li^t  sent  over.  We  trv  to  advance  these 
pupils  to  faith  and  confession,  as  is  now  being  done  by  Mr.  Dellius, 
Minister  at  Xew  Albany,  who  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  for  the  con 
version  of  the.  Indians. 

Our  Minister,  Henricus  Selvns,  has  been  pleased  to  order  from 
Boston  un  Indian  Bible  (  Elliot's)  at  his  own  expense.  This  is  used 
in  churches,  houses  and  private  meetings  for  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians.  Tt  is  his  Memento  to  you,  for  he  was  a  member  of  your 
body  for  sixteen  years,  and  has  now  been  Minister  of  our  church 
for  another  sixteen  years. 

When  vcu  write,  please  to  recommend  to  our  church,  such  things 
as  will  tend  to  our  best  interests  and  serve  for  peace.  I 'race,  alas! 
is  banished,  and  is  nowhere  to  be  found.  \\Y  must  maintain  peace 
with  (lod,  with  each  other,  and  with  ourselves;  but  it  cannot  l>e 
found  in  this  countrv.  Because  of  the  political  quarrels,  it  is  im 
possible  for  us  to  live  in  peace;  and  where  there  is  no  political 
peace,  ecclesiastical  peace  cannot  exist. 

The  call,  which  we  sent  over,  has  r-ceived  the  approval  of  eight 
churches,  name!,',  Xew  Alhanv,  Schcnectade,  New  Amorsfort, 
"Hrcuckelen,  Xew  I'ytrecht,  Midwoiit.  llaerl'-'ii  and  Bergrn.  Hut 
Mr.  Xucella  and  his  Consistory  at  K  iiiirstnnv  ne  have,  by  a  letter 
of  the  -1th  inst..,  spoken  against  it,  and  riot  approved  it.  Their  ex 
ceptions  are  noted,  after  the  inst.nnwnl  of  <  ur  call,  and  may  be 
considered  according  to  fact  and  ecclesiastical  "iistoms. 

Our  ('oiisistorv  numbers  niii"  men  l-er-  and  this  call  wa-  i  — ued 
bv  the  Minister,  four  Klders  :md  iw  Deacons.  But  two  Deacons 
thought  and  voted  different!;/.  The  Kldcr*.  who  arc  Creditor-.  (  '.) 
fir-^t  went,  to  see  mo>f  cf  t!ie  me1"1' ••••  '"id  <'n«M.d  'hat  three  in  one, 
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perhaps  more,  desired  to  have  a  minister  from  Holland  or  Zeeland. 
Thev  also  signed  and  specified  what  they  will  contribute  towards 
his  support.  God  and  his  name  have  also  hern  invoked  in  all 
humility  of  heart.  Our  Charter  says,  that  the  Minister,  with  the 
consent  of  his  Elders  and  Deacons  or  of  four  of  them,  one,  at  least, 
to  be  an  Elder,  may  nominate  one  or  more  ministers,  according 
to  the  Constitution  and  Rules  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort. 
There  being'  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  Consistory  and  in  the  con 
gregation,  can  it  be  said  that  our  letter  of  call  lack-  the  proper  form, 
authority  and  certainty?  Our  Consistory  in  obedience  to  all 
Church-Rules,  lays  this  matter  upon  the  table  of  your  Rev.  Assem 
bly,  that  you  may  do  with  it  what  is  considered  best. 

In  reference  to  the  inextinguishable  de-ire,  the  crafty  delays, 
and  the  secret  zeal  of  the  Jesuits  to  propagate  Popish  doctrines, 
superstitions  and  conventicles,  nothing  at  all  is  done.  Three 
Jesuits  did  arrive  here,  but  have  again  vanished.  The  Labadists 
departed  from  New  York  to  New  Bohemia in  Mary 
land.  They  have  had  prior  success,  and  are  divided  among  them 
selves.  Their  numbers  being  very  small,  each  one  has  his  own 
property  and  his  share  of  the  allotted  land,  (acres.)  In  a  few 
years  they  will  have  turned  to  nothing.  Neither  lias  the  Rev. 
Chassis  anything  to  fear  from  the  Quakers  here,  who  are  little  re 
garded  and  not  worthy  to  be  (noticed  )  in  this  country.  A  build 
ing  of  theirs,  which  lias  no  connection  with  the  Quakers  as  such, 
is  now  used  for  the  Latin  school.  Tluy  too  will  vanish  like  smoke, 
and  be  scattered  and  driven  away  by  the  wind.  But  it  is  a  sad  cir 
cumstance  that  our  own  church  is  n<>t  without  its  faults  and  grie 
vous  sins.  Do  you,  therefore,  send  us  somebody,  to  overcome,  these 
things  by  his  instructions  and  example,  that  our  church  too,  may 
be  reformed. 

We  must  not  trouble  your  Reverences,  bnrdeu'-d  with  more  du 
ties,  any  longer.  But  please  take  care  of  us,  and,  assist  us  by  your 
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prayer-.      Finally    we   eommeml    vmir    IN-ven-nces   to  the   Infinite 
God,  for  the  sake  of  the  death  of  .le-u-  and   his  infinite  merit.-. 


Gentlemen  jind  Fellowlaborers  in  Christ  .Jesus, 
Your  Roverenees  humble  and  willing  servants. 
llv  order  «»f  our  ( 'on-isiory, 

Henricu-  Selyns,  Mini>ter  at   New  ^"ei'k. 
Done  at   \e\v  York,  in  our 
Consistorial  nieetinir,  the  1-lth 
of  Scpteniher   K'.'.is. 

Post-Script. 

Gentlemen  and  Brethren  :  — 

I  have  sent  another  (Indian  HiMe)  to  v<>nr  Reverences  which 
"\ve  have  ordered  from  and  lioii^i;;  in  l!o.-t(,n.  !;  i_roes  hv  the  Sliip 
'*  Bever  '\  Itohert  Sinclair.  Captain.  (The  lirst  was)  taken  hv 
the-  French  and  is  now  making  a  .-!K'\V  in  the  <-a-<  -  of  the  prohibited 
hooks.  I  send  another  copy,  that  ymi  may  see  h<>\v  (iod  teaches  in 
a  savage  irniriH1  f(l''  the  e(.nversion  of  the  Indian^,  ami  in  order 
to  hrimr  Japheth  int<»  the  tent-  .  ;'  Shi  in.  I  also  semi  printed  let 
ters,  to  show  the  condition  .,f  our  >•<  .untrv  ami  church.  Acknowl 
edge  these  f(-w  thiiiLi>,  and  !>e  a<>ui-ed  tiiat.  tli"iiLrli  in  another  land, 
1  shall  never  he  another  in  -pint,  nor  separated  troin  the  Dutch 
Church  and  its  ecclesiastical  rule-. 

Your  humble  and  unworthy  .-ervant. 

Henricus  Selyns. 
Xew  York,  the  Mth 
of  Septemher,   Ki'.IS. 

l<i!)s,  Sept.  11.  Examination  <f  the  (  at<  cliumens  at  New 
York,  in  America,  who  numher  -i.\t\-  ti\'e.  These  had  learned  and 
repeated,  or  were-  reads'  to  repeat,  publicly,  freely  and  without 
niissinjr,  all  the  Psalms,  hymn-,  ami  prayer-  in  rhyme,  in  the  pre.-- 
ence  of  my  Con-istorv  ami  of  many  chun-h  member-.  This  wa- 
done  on  the  second  dav  of  l-'a-ti  r,  i-n  Ascensien  I)av.  ami  on  the 
78 
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second  day  of  Pentecost,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Church  at  New 
York,  Anno,  1698. 

List  of  the  Catechumens  and  their  ages ;  with  others,  including 
young  boys  and  girls. 

Ages. 

10  years 

10   " 
10   " 


1-2 
13 

11 

14 
8 

10 

8 
8 


Boys. 

Ages. 

Boys. 

1 

Abraham  Boelen 

14  years 

23 

Jacob  van  Dyck 

2 

Abraham  de  Milt 

10       " 

24 

Jan  Rosenvelt 

3 

Abraham  van  Vleck 

11       " 

25 

Jos.  Bon.  junior 

4 

Adam  van  Zant 

11       " 

26 

Johannes    Breedstede 

5 

Andris  Hardenbroeck 

11       " 

27 

Johann  Mol 

6 

Andries  Meyer 

11 

28 

Johannes  Schuyler 

7 

Anthony  Kip 

8       " 

29 

Johan  Sprat 

8 

Barent  de  Kleyn 

8 

30 

Johannes  v.  Zandt 

9 

Borger  Manus 

— 

31 

Joris  Timmer 

10 

Cornelis  Klopper 

9       " 

32 

Isaacq  Boelen 

11 

Cornel  is   Meyer 

— 

33 

Isaa-c.q  van  Beecq 

12 

Cornelis   Rommer 

— 

34 

Oloff  Schuyler 

13 

David  Aertsen 

— 

35 

Ololf   Teller 

14 

David  Grootman 

— 

36 

Philip  Schuyler 

15 

Ewout  Byl 

— 

37 

Pieter   van    Imsborg 

16 

Fredr.   vander   Boog 

— 

38 

Pieter  Vonck 

17 

Fredr.  Willemszen 

10       " 

39 

Rudolphs  van  Varick 

18 

Gerrit  de  Wilde 

14       " 

40 

Samuel   Bleach 

19 

Gerrit  Gabriels 

— 

41 

Samuel  Pell 

20 

Hendr.  Jillisz  Meyer 

9       " 

42 

Thomas  Papinga 

21 

Jacob  Gouldt 

9       " 

43 

Wilhelmus  Beeckman 

22 

Jacob  Ik>elen 

8       " 

44 

Wynant   vander   Poel 

Girls. 

Ages. 

Girls. 

1 

Anna  Elizabeth  Staets 

7  years 

12 

Lucretia  de  Key 

2 

Catelina  Staets 

9      " 

J.O 

Maria  Goderus 

3 

Catharina  Beeckman 

— 

14 

Maria   Kip 

4 

Catharina  de  Peyster 

9       " 

15 

Maria   Meydis 

5 

Christine  Kormer 

— 

16 

Neeltje    Ba  Tickers 

« 

Christina  Kuylders 

10       " 

17 

Sarah  de  Foreest 

7 

Cornelia   Sprat 

10       " 

18 

Sara  Kierstede 

8 

Elizabeth  de  Key 

10       " 

19 

Sara  Kip 

9 

Elizabeth   Gabriels 

— 

20 

Sara   Koock 

10 

Geesje   Lievens 

8       " 

21 

Sara  van  Dam 

11 

Helena   Vincent 

14       " 

Bovs 

44 

Girls  . 

21 

Ages. 

12  " 

11  " 

11  " 

11  " 

12  " 
9  " 


11 


Total 


65 
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Tho  boys,  forty  four  in  numher.  repeated  of  the   Psalms  and 
Pauses  007 

The  girls,  although  fe\ver  in  number,  repeated  .if  tin-  Psalms 
and  Pauses  oj;j 


A  difference  of  not  more  than  14. 

Psalms  and  Pauses.      Then-fore  the  tiirls  although   f»-wer  in  num- 
bers,  had  learned  and  recited  more,  in  proportion,  than  thnbovs. 

Examination  of  the  Catechumens  at  NY\v  York. 


I.  Recited   on    Easter 

Monday    afternoon. 

'  Cornelia   Sprat 

14 

Psalm    [   Jacob    Boolcn 

1   Psalm  - 

Sara  de  Foroest 

15 

Psalm       Juhan    lion,  junior 

'   Sara    van    Dam 

i»; 

'-aim       Thumas    Popin^a 

2  Psalm 

|   Helena  Vincent 

'a  use 

Anthony   Kip 

Pause 

j  Maria  Goderus 

17 

'-aim 

l-'i-i-ilrick    Salomons 

*ause 

Philip    Si-huyli-r 

3   Psalm 

Elizabeth  de  Klcyn 

18 

'-alni 

l-.l.'lc.)      V.UI      I'.fl'ck 

1 

';i  ii-i- 

Johanrit--;    \:in   Xandt 

4  Psalm 

j  Xeeltje    Banckers 
1   Lucretia  de  Key 

•) 
U> 

';iu>i' 

Psalm 

r.ciiifcr    Manm 
Johan   Moll 

5   Psalm 

Pause 

Abraham    Hoden 

Pause 

•   Maria    Kip 

20 

Psalm 

Sara    Kip 

i   Maria    Kip 

i    Christina    Kuvldors 

C   Psalm 

1                      * 
i  Christina    Kuyldera 

21 

Psalm    •    v       , 
/    Neeltje    lianckera 

j  Christina    Kuylders 

».> 

Psalm 

Sara    Kowk 

7   Psalm 

|   Maria    Meyers 

1 

Pause 

Anna    Kli/.    Sta«-ts 

i  Christina    Kuvlders 

2 

Pause 

S::ia    Kicrstede 

Pause 

• 
1  Sara   Koeck 

3 

Pause 

CataJina    Sta«'t» 

8   Psalm 

\ 
.  Elizabeth  Gabriels 

23 
24 

Psalm 
Psalm 

Maria    Kip 
Maria   <  iod.-nis 

Pause 

9   Psalm 

!  Sara  Kip 
I   Anna  Eli/.abeth  Staota 

25 

\    Maria     M'-VITS 
Psalm    ,  <;,,-.,   Lievens 

1      'a  use 

' 

(  Anna  Eli/abeth  Staeta 

Pause 

Kli/.ab.-th   dc    Kl.-yn 

| 

'Jt'> 

Psalm 

liclena    \"incent 

2     'ause    . 

'   NVrltji?  Han<'k»-rs 

Pause 

(  Orncl  ia  Sprat 

3     'a  use 

'   Christina  Kermcrs 

.,; 

Psalm 

I.ucTetia  df    Key 

10     '-Him 

.  .lohan    Breedstedc 

Puune 

Christina    K.  Truer 

'a  use 

•JS 

Psalrn 

(  !iri-*t  ina    Kuyldcrn 

11    Psalm 

Isaacq    Boolen 

L'!> 

Psnlm 

Jacol,    |5o,.!,.n" 

12  Psalm 

P.arent    do   Klcyn 

30 

INalm 

Manus   Border 

13   Psalm 

(Jcrrit   Gabriels 
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T.   Recited   on   Easter  Monday   afternoon. —  Continued. 


31   Psalm  "] 

3  Pause 

Sara  Kierstede 

1    Pause     , 

30  Psalm 

Christina  Kermer 

2  Pause    '   Thomas  Popengael 

Pause 

Elizabeth   Cleyn 

3  Pause  J 

40  Psalm 

1  Maria  Kip 
P 

32  Psalm 
Pause 

,  Philip    Schuylder 

Pause 
41  Psalm 

Helena   Vincent 

33  Psalm 

Joli.  Bon,  junior 

Catherine  de  Peyster 

1   Pause 

Joh.   van  Zandt 

42  Psa.lm   - 

Anna  Elizabeth  Staets 

2  Pause 

Anthony  Kip 

43  Psalm 

Elizabeth   Gabriels 

3  Pause 

Barcnt  de  Kleyn 

44  Psalm    ' 

Joh.  Bon,  junior 

34  Psalm 

Gerrit  Gabriels 

1   Pause 

1  Pause 

Fredr.  van  der  Boog 

2  Pause 

.  Isaacq  van  Beeck 

2  Pause 

Isaa-c.q   van  Beeck 

, 
45  Psalrn 

Johan  Sprat 

35  Psalm 

Johan  Sprat 

Pause 

Manus   Borger 

1  Pause 
2  Pause 

Wynant  van  der  Poel 
Abraham    Boelen 

40  Psalm 
Pause 

Philip   Schuylder 
Jacob  Boelen 

36  Psalm 

Maria   Goderus 

47  Psalm 

Johannes  van  Zandt 

37  Psalm 

Cornelia   Sprat 

48  Psalm 

Barent   de   Cleyn 

1  Pause 

Maria  Meyers 

Pause 

Gerrit  Gabriels 

2  Pause    )   „, 
I  Sara  Kip 
3  Pause    J 

49  Psalm 
Pause 

Isaacq   Boelen 
Thomas  Popengael 

38  Psalm 

Sara  Koeck 

50  Psalm 

Anthony  Kip 

1  Pause 

Christina   Kuylders 

Pause 

Fredrick  van  de  Boog 

2  Pause 

Neeltje  Banckers 

IT.  Recited    on   the   afternoon   of  Ascension   Day. 

{Abraham   Boelen 
Corn,   van   Rommen 

58  Psalm  « 

Olof  Schuylders 
i  Catalina   Staets 

Pause 

Cornelia  Sprat 

Pause 

Catalina  Staets 

ilh'iulr.  Gillisz.  Meyers 
Christina  Kermcrs 

59  Psalm   . 

iAndries   Meyer 
Anna   Elis.   Staets 

Krcdr.  Willemszen 

Samuel    Pell 

63  Psalm        K,i/abeth   de   cleyn 

60  Psalm   • 

i  Sara  Kip 

(  Jan   Rosenvelt 

Pause 

Sara  Kierstede 

54  Psalm   j  ^^  ^v^ 

Andries  Hardenberg 

\ 

(  Johannes   Schuylders 

Gl  Psalm   - 

i  Helena  Vincent 

55  Psalm    ^   Mju..a  GoAeru* 

!  Rudolph  v.  "Varick 

Pause 

Sara  Koeck 

62  Psalm   - 

Maria  Kip 

iAdam   van   Zant 

Pause 

Lucretia  de  Key 

Neeltje  Banckers 

Isaacq   van   Beex-k 

Pause 

Neeltje  Banckers 

63  Psalm  < 

(Cornel  is  Meyer 

{Jacob  Gouldt 

Catharina  Beeckman 

Christina   Kuylders 

Pause 

Cornelia  Sprat 

UK   Tin-:   STATK  OK   XKW    VOKK. 
II.  Recited  on  the  afternoon  of  Ascension  Day. —  Cuntinui'il. 


1-237 


1  H9H 


64 

P-alm    .' 

(duir   Teller                                   7S    P.-alm    \    I-aae,,    IWlen 

j 

''""•.Ur«'i-    Maims                                                 >    Naae.|    IWI.-n 

Pause    ! 

Johannes    Bon.    junior                                     {   Jaenb    van    Dyek 

Psalm    ) 
1 

Barent  de   Cleyn                          ~1    Pai*-e        Cornelia    Sprat 
Pieter    van    Im>bur«                   3    Pause         Klizabeth  de   Kleyn 

Pau-e 

Phillip   S.-huylder                       4    PallM?        Naa|1|>    van    IW<>k 

">    Pause        (Jerrit    de    Wilde 

1 

Thomas  Popinga 

66 

P.-alm  - 

(.errit     (ial.riels                             ,;    i»alls(,    .» 

| 

.Jan    Breedstede 

7    Pau.-e         1  '.a  rent  de  Klevn 
Jacob   Boelen 

07 

P-alm    * 

8  Pause       Thomas    I'opinua 
Cornells   Klopper 
,  0   Psalm        Helena    \  ineent 

68 

Psalm 

Samuel    Bleach                           >SO  ]».;l|In    |   .}iit.,t\)  (;()Ui,it 

Abraham    Boelen                         ^   ps-ilm 

1 

Pause    - 

Kwout   Dyl                                    ^    p-iuse        '11  «»           P 

2 

Pause. 

I-aaeq    Boelen                               -    Pause    \ 

3 

Pause 

Anthony   Kip                              S2   Psalm        Helena    Vinrmi 

-; 
69 

Pau.se 
Psalm 

Fredr.   van  dor  Boo-               8;}   |,s;i)in 
\br.    van    Vleck                             ,,            -  Christina    Kuyldera 

1  »l  USC      i 

1 

Pause 

\Vilhelmus    Boeekman 

,   .la.ob  (loiildt 

o 

Pause 

S4   1'salm    ,' 
.  Johannes  van  Zandt                                   /  (  atnanna   de    I'eyster 

3 

Pause 

\    lb-ndr.  Jillis/.   Mever 

70 

P.-alm 

Maria   Me.yert                             s''    '  •i""1    (    s.    §J    j.         , 

71 

P-alm 

\   Pictt'r   v'""'k                           s,;  p.suim 
/    Maria   Meyert                                     Vuumc    \ 

1 

Pau-e 

Maria   Mevt-rt                               _    .,     . 
s,     1-alm        >.na    Kip 

3 

Pau-r 
Pau*e 

'.  >ara    Koe.«-k                                 SH    Psalm    , 
,                                                                             '   .!  ihanncs    Bmi,    minor 

Pau.-e    \ 

|    J;i4-..b    Co,ildt, 

72 

P-alm 

1   I  hri-t  ina   Kei  uiers                    s!)   I'-11'"1 

Pau-e 

<  hi  i-t  ina    Kerrners                                                              , 

•1    Pau-e     '.   1  lelli-na    \  IIP  cut 

\    Il.-ndr.   Jilli^/..    Meyer                   I!    |'au-e     I 

73 

Psalm 

/    Maria   <lodi-rus                              4    Pau-e 

1 

Pause 

-  Maria   (Joilt-rus                                                   '    Maria    Ki;> 

- 

Pause 

|                                                                        Pau-e     , 

• 

P-alm 

,                                                                «M    I'.  aim    1    !!.!.!.  a    \'iiie,-nt 

I 

Pause 

.   K!i/a!x-th   de    Kh-yn                   <cj    p^alm     '    >->r:i    l\'i\ld.-rs 

li 

Pau-e 

\                                                                       Pan-.-     i    I'.li/al.i-t  h    Cahriela 

7"> 

P-alm 

l-:;i/:ib.-th  de   Kleyn                 '•i:1   l>-a1"1 

- 

P-alm 

'     "ll:"''1    M''VVI>                                 !(1    P-alm    i     (,(i.   n(    (1      K|(.VI| 

.  . 

P-alm 

Pause    » 

Pans,- 

\    Isaai>('    I'"">1('"                             Of,   P-alm    I    Johanm-s  van    /ant 
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96  Psalm 
Pause 

.  Maria  Meyers 

99 

Psalm 
Pause 

Maria  Meyers 

97  Psalm 

Catharina   Beeckman 

/   Wilhelmus  Beeckman 

Pause 

100 

Psalm 

;   Oloff   Schuyldrr 

98  Psalm 

Maria  Meyers 

f   Xeeltje   Banckers 

111.  Recited  on  the  afternoon  of   Pent* 

•.i-.ost,    Monday. 

!   Samuel   Beeckman 

(   Adam   van   Zant 

101  Psalm   - 

Oloff   Schuylder 

108 

Psalm 

) 

/   Christina    Kuylders 

Xeeltje  Banckers 

Pause 

Christina    Kuylders 

102  Psalm    - 

|  Abraham  van   Vleck 
i   Sara   Kip 

109 

Psalm 

i   (  'orn.  van  Rommen 
J  Eredrick    Willemszen 

1  Pause 

|   Elizabet'n  de  Kleyn 

2  Pause 

Sara   Kin 

1 

Pause 

1 

3  Pause 

• 

2 

Pause 

i.  Elizabeth  de  Kltyn 

103  Psalm   . 

J   Jacob   Gouldt 
Elizabeth   Gabriels 

110 

Psalm 

j  Philip  Schuylder 
|  C  ornelis   Klopper 

Pause 

Elizabeth   Gabriels 

(  Pieter  Vonck 

104  Psalm   - 

,  Andries  Meyers 

111 

Psalm 

\  Philip  Schuylder 

Maria  Kip 

j  Philip  Schuylder 

1  Pause 

I 

Pause 

j  G  err  it  de  Wilde 

2  Pause 
3  Pause 

•r  Maria  Kip 

JI2 

Psalm 

(  Jolian  Sprat 
|   David  Aertzen 

105  Psalm 

j  Corn.   Meyers 
\  Anna  Elizabeth  Staets 

113 

Psalm 

•   Samuel   Bleack 
|   David   Grootman 

1  Pause 

Anna  Elizabeth  Staets 

^  Samuel  Bleack 

2  Pause   ' 

114 

Psalm 

|  Joris  Timmer 

3  Pause 
4  Pause 

-  Calali-.ia   Staets 

115 

Psalm 

i   .Jacob    Boelen 
"j   Samuel   Pell 

5  Pause 

Anna.   jJizabeth   Staets 

116 

Psalm 

i   Johannes  van   Zandt 

10G  Psalm 

\  11  end  rick    Meyers 

I   ./an   Ro>cnvelt 

I   Sara.    Koeck 

Pause 

Johannes   van    Zandt 

1  Pause 
2  Pause 

Sara    Koeck 

117 

Psalm 

i   Jacob    van   Dyck 
)   i  atharine  de  Peyster 

3  Pause   "" 

Barent    de   Cleyn 

4  Pause 
5  Pause 

>  Christina    Kuylders 

118 

Psalm 

I  Johannes  Breedstede 

G  Pause 

119 

Psalm 

Elizabeth  de  Kleyn 

2 

Pause 

Cornelia   Spiat 

107  Psalm 

Johannes   Schuylder 

3 

Pause 

i    Jacob   Boelen 

Catharina    de    Peyster 

4 

Pause 

Maria   Meyer 

1   Pause 

i 

o 

Pause 

Johannes   Breedstede 

2  Pause 

-  Maria   Goderus 

(i 

Pause 

Jsaac<]    Boelen 

3  Pause 

I 

7 

Pause 

Johan    Sprat 
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8  Pause 
0  Pause 

Sara   Kip 
Maria   (Joderus 

140  Psalm 
Pause 

l.ucretia   de   Key 

10  Pause 

Maria  Kip 

Ml    P.-alm 

Jan    Mol 

11  Pause 

Liu-ret  ia   de  Key 

142   Psalm 

Abraham   Boelen 

12   Pause    • 

[Helena  Vincent 
Catharina    Beeckman 

143   P-alm 
Pause 

.  Kli/aheth   Gabriels 

13   Pause 

Pnilip  Schuylder 

144    Psalm 

14    Pause 

Klizabeth  Gabriels 

Pause 

Maria   Kip 

15   Pause 

14.")   Psalm 

1H   Pause 

f  Barent    de   Kleyn 

Pause 

w  Philip  Schuylder 

17   Pause    . 

Isaa^-ij   van  Vleck 
Catalina  Staets 

14ti    P.-alm 
Pause 

.   Philip   Schuylder 

18  Pause 
19  Pause 

Johannes   Bon   Junior 
Thomas    Popinga 

147    P.-alm 
Pause 

.  Sara  Kip 

20   Pause 

Johannes  van  Zant 

MS    P.-alm 

Gcrrit  Gabriels 

21   Pause 

M!"    P-alm 

Maria  (Joderus 

22   Pause 

-  Philip  Schuylder 

150  i'salm 

P.arent  de  Kleyn 

151    P-alm 

Helena   Vincent 

120  Psalm 

121   Psalm 

r  Philip  Schuylder 

Hymn-   and 

Rhymed   Prayers. 

122  Psalm    . 

,  Uhomas   Popinga 

Ten    Commandrnenl-.    Several    children. 

Neeltje    Banckers 

IO'J     1)        i 

The    Hymns 

of    Zacharias,    Mary    and 

*-•>      I   Sill  HI 

124  Psalm 

.  Fredr.   Salomons 

Simeon. 

125  Psalm 

j  Fredr.   Salomons 
i   Samuel    van   Beeck 

'1  lKiln:i-     PII' 

Parent    de   ( 
Abraham    <h 

linga 

leyn 
•   Milt, 

12(J  Psalm 

12*    Psalm 

-  Johannes    lion.  Junior 

and    .-everal 

ol  her-. 

128   Psalm 

The    [x>rd'fl 

Prayer. 

121*   Psalm 

.   Borger   Manus 

1 

Johannes   P> 

in.    Junior 

130   Psalm 

Helena    Vim 

•ellt 

\\  illiclmus    Beeckman 

131    P.-alm 

Articles  of 

Faith. 

132   P-alm 

.  Catharine    Beeckman 

Abraham    .1. 

•    Milt 

Pause 

Philip    Srhuvlder 

133   Psalm 

Maria    Meyer 

134    P-alm 

(ierrit   de  Wilde 

Prayer    hef« 

re    tin-   sermon    in    Rhyme. 

135  Psalm 

Maria  Meyers 

Parent    de    < 

'  evil 

13f,   Psalm 

I 

(  at  harina 

'.eeekman 

Helena    Vincent 

1    Pan-e 

I 

Player    1,,  fo 

re  eating    in    Rhyme 

'J    Pan-e 

Christina    Kuylders 

Philip    Schuylder 

137    Psalm 

Helena    Vincent 

13S   P-alm 

Sara    Kip 

Khym.d    K\ 

•ning   Prayer. 

13<(    I'-alm 

1 

Barelll     lie     ( 

leyn 

Pause 

,"  Sara   Kieistedc 

Aluahain    «!• 

Milt 
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Memorandum. 

After  my  prayer  and  address,  our  regular  Sunday-prayer*  which 
is  made  before  the  sermon,  was  recited  without  any  mistake,  and 
with  energy  and  manly  confidence.,  by  Marycken  Popinga,  a  child 
of  five  years.  It  was  then  repeated,  not  without  tears,  by  my 
church  members.  In  testimony  whereof  this  has  been  signed,  at 
the  request  of  my  Catechumens,  at  Xew  York,  the  14th  of  Sep 
tember,  1698.f 

By  order  of  my  Consistory, 

Henry  Selyns, 

Minister  at  Xew  York. 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Sept.  14,  1(598. 


However,  in  the  weak  condition  I  was.  I  made  a  shift  to  manage  a  conference 
wi'ii  tiic  Indians.  1  must  confess  I  was  strangely  surprised  and  discouraged  at  the 
behaviour  of  those  people  the  first  two  or  three  days  conference;  for  I  found  them 
so  sullen  and  cold  in  their  carriage  that  I  thought  we  had  quite  lost  their  affections; 
but  some  of  the  Sndiims  coming  to  some  of  the  honest  Magistrates  of  that  town, 
discovered  to  thorn  th'-y  had  been  tampered  with  by  Mr.  Deiiius,  the  Dutch 
Minister,  to  \v!i->m  with  three  others  viz..  Col.  Peter  Schuyler.  Major  Dyrk  \Ves- 
sells.  Mayor  of  ihar  town,  and  one  Hanker,  Col.  Fletcher  had  committed  the  whole 
management  ,,f  all  the  Indian  affairs;  so  that  Dellius.  to  serve  th<>  interest  and 
designe  of  Col.  Fletcln-r  in  creating  me  all  the  ditliculty  and  disturbance  in  that 
part  of  my  administration,  had  possessed  the  Indians  (as  these  Sachims  confessed) 
that  their  power,  viz.  that  of  Dellius  and  the  other  three  before  mentioned  persons, 
was  equall  to  mine,  -uni  did  insinuate,  as  if  it  did  more  peculiarly  belong  to  them, 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  Indians  and  their  affairs,  and  to  treat  with  and  succour 
them  at  all  times,  then  it  did  to  me.  Resides,  Dellius  did  inculcate  that,  by  no 
means  they  must  impeach  Col.  Fletcher  of  any  neglect  of  them  or  our  frontiers 
during  the  lute  warr. 

The  villany  of  this  D'Mib's  will  appear  to  your  Lordships  upon  the  perusal!  of  that 
part  of  the  conference  which  is  in  manuscript  (No.  -.)  and  which  relates  wholly  to 
that  fraudulent  bargain  transacted  between  Dellius  and  six  or  eight  of  (lie  Mohack 
Indians,  wherein  though  he  makes  the  Indians  believe  the  laud  was  only  to  be 
conveyed  by  them  to  himself  and  the  other  three  persons  in  trust  for  the  use  of 
them  and  their  posterity,  and  to  hinder  the  said  land  being  disposed  of  to  other 

*  This  is  ilie-  first  prayer,  as  found  in  the  Liturgy  of  1  he  Dutch  Church  in  the 
editions  of  17'.»:J  and  1X1.~>,  styled.  "A  I'rayer  on  the  Lord's  Day.  before  sermon". 

i  This  list  of  Catechumens  was  also  sent  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  London  —  Austin 
Friars,  and  in  the  recent  publication  of  the  documents  in  their  Archives,  this  com 
plete  list  is  found. — "  Fcclesiae  Londino  —  Hatavae  Archivum.  Tomi  Terll  Tars 
Kecnnda.  Epistolae  «»r  Tra'-tMtus  Keformationis  Historian!  Illustrautes.  Ilessels. 
Cantabrlglae,  ls:>7  ".  For  this  list,  see  pages  127o:M'70S. 

The  same  list  has  been  printed  in  New  York  Hist.  Coll.  IS  pit The  above 

is  from  the  original  documents. 
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hands,  that  would  probably  .llsposs.-s.se  them  thereof;  y.-t  he  with  the  other  three 
persons  t<. Aether  with  Mr.  Tinhorne  (\vti.,in  I  lately  r.-ii!<.\e.l  from  th-  Council  and 
his  Judges  placci  obtained  :ui  absolute  grant  of  nil  th--  said  Moh.-K-k"  land  from 
Col.  Fletcher.  It  Is  observable  that  the  parlies  who  w.-re  the  ehlef  complainants 
to  me  and  evidence  against  I>el!ius  are  M.diaek  Indians,  proselyted  l.y  himself  to 
the  Thristlan  Faith.  Henry  and  .losepli.  lie  has  taught  to  pray  and  preach  In  their 
language  by  the  means  of  a  woman  Interpret  r.-s.  I  know  not  how  sincere  <-,,!ivertH 
they  are,  but  they  seemed  to  have  no  veneration  for  their  I»...-tor  nnd  Apostle 
Ih-IIius.  whose  juggle  with  them  about  that  land  must  n.-.-ds  have  made  him  appear 
to  them  an  Impostor.  The  Interpretress,  a  Moha.-k  woman  and  his  own  convert 
was  also  n  witness  against  him,  as  your  Lordships  will  see  in  the  manuscript  I  have 
already  mentioned,  notwithstanding  he  has  managed  her  and  the  other  Indians  by 
her.  for  some  years  past.  Hut  examining  her  upon  oath  before  all  the  Magistrates 
of  Albany  ami  several!  other  persons,  the  woman  was  frank  in  declaring  her  knowl 
edge  of  the  fraud  put  upon  the  Mohack  Indians  by  Kellius.  This  account  had  I n 

printed  with  the  other  conferences,  but  that  I  was  willing  in  tenderness.-  of 
Del  1 1  us  his  ministerial  function  to  conceal.-  the  fraudulent  part  he  acted  from  all 
the  world,  except  your  Lordships  to  whom  I  reckon  myself  obliged  in  duty  to  the 
King  to  communicate  all  things  without  reserve,  that  have  regard  to  his  Majesty's 
Interest  in  these  Provinces  that  are  under  my  government.  I  have  been  longer 
upon  this  head  of  tin-  conference  with  our  Indians  and  Dellius's  sinister  practices, 
because  I  take  it  to  be  of  the  last  consequence  to  the  service  of  these  Provinces 
that  your  Lordships  should  be  rightly  and  fully  informed  of  the  circumstances  of 
our  Indians  and  certainly  I>ellius  and  the  other  three  managers  are  rmt  a  llttlo 
accountable  for  the  dangerous  and  knavish  artiliees  they  used  to  withdraw  the 
respect  of  the  Five  Nations  from  me;  which  had  liked  to  have  been  fatal  to  Ills 
Majesty's  Interest,  and  might  have  shaken  the  allegiance  and  subjection  of  the  said 
Indians  to  His  Majesty,  at  a  time  when  the  French  are  so  very  industrious  to 
debauch  them  from  us. 


Three  things  are  observable  in  the  address  to  me  from  the  Magistrates  of  .Mini  117 
page  10  of  the  printed  propositions;  the  first,  which  I  have  marked  with  a  line, 
Implyes  a  wrong  sustelned  by  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  by  means  of  a  grant  made 
by  Colonel  Fletcher  to  one  Kanslaer  <K.-v.  Nicholas  Kenselaer.)  of  a  great  tract  of 
land  upon  Hudson's  Kiver.  above  Albany,  whose  Hcituatlon  give  j|,,.  S;:!d  Kanslaer 
the  advantage  of  intercepting  tin-  P.eavcr  trade  with  the  Indians  from  the  'own  of 

Albany  nnd   as  they   come  down   the  river  in   their   canoes   id  lines   |,y    fnlr   means 

arid   often   by   a   sort    of  force   makes   them   take   rum   and   other   romod  ties    for   their 
peltry. 


P.  S.  .Just  n.,w  fin-  Mayor  of  Albany  Major  \Ves>c|s  |s  returned  fr.'in  his  ncgoda 
tlon  with  our  Five  Nations-  of  Indians-,  and  has  deliver.!  me  th.-  memorial  which 
I  now  send  your  Lordships  (No.  S.  i  which  contains  all  that  can  now  be  s;,|d  to  your 
Lordships  touching  that  matter.  I  forgot  particularly  to  m«n'lon  in  the  body  of  thlx 
letter  the  discourse  that  passe.]  between  Mr.  I'dlius  i  he  Minister  <.f  Albany  and 
myself  the  day  I  l.-lt  that  plac,  .  which  I  have  added  to  the  nianus,-i  Ij-f  <  No  '.'•  and 
which  may  serve  fop  an  ev  l.b-n.-e  to  your  Lordships  of  that  man'*  strange  pie 
vari'-ation  and  do;;blem-ss-e.  1  do  assure  your  Lordships  I  have  advanced  nothing 
ai-ainst  him  in  that  narrative  but  what  I  can  with  a  good  e,,i,s  b-nee  -wear.-  to  the 
truth  of.  I  can  prove  by  witnesses  of  undoubted  cr-dl''  -  •v.-rail  Immoralities  of 
life  in  that  man.  his  ,!lsaftV«-tioii  to  the  person  of  the  Kin::  and  other  things  which 
I  will  not  now  trouble  your  Lordship-  with  Y«,u  m:.y  p.-rl.aps  d.-r  thai  I 

truste.l    him    with    my    Ilrst    b-;:ers    to    the    «!oi  i-nmr    ••'   '  '.i la    ai.d    Mount    K'-.ili.    to 

notiM.     the    peace    to    them,    and    that     1    give    a    .-har.i.  ie,,p|,.H 

whereof    1    formerly    sent    your    Lordships,    -o   ,!if!.:.-n:    from    th;.;    v.hi   h    I    lew    give 
of   him.      Put    I    had    not    then    seen    him.    and    Col.    Sehu.v  U-r   tl..-   other    mes-eng.-r  of 
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those  letters  was  then  here  and  advised  me  by  all  means  to  let  him  take  Mr. 
Dellius  along  with  him  from  Albany  because  he  could  speak  the  French  tongue  well, 
which  I  therefore  consented  to.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  'M'2,  3U.1,  :5(>4,  3Go,  ."Mi. 


CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1008,  Sept.  18. 
Deficiencies  in  Salary. 

The  minister's  salary,  when  falling  short,  shall  by  virtue  of  the 
Charter  and  the  general  resolution  of  our  Church,  he  made  up 
and  paid  out  of  the  collections  made  in  public  worship.  This  hag 
been  signed  by  us  all,  (the  Consistory,)  and  shall  he  signed  by  all 
who  come  into  the  service.  Lib.  A.  7. 

See  a  letter  of  Sept,  18,  1G08,  quoted  in  a  letter  of  April  24, 
1700. 

1098,  Oct.  14. 

On  the  Tie-burial  of  Leisler  under  the  Dutch  Church,  nine  years 

after  his  death. 

Answer  of  the   Church-Masters  of  the   Dutch-Church  concerning 
the  re-burial  of  Leisler  and  Alilbourne  in  their  church. 

\\  e,  The  Church-Masters,  having  been  requested  by  Isaac  de 
Rienier,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Jacob  Leisler,  (Jr.)  to  bury  the  corpse 
of  his  father  and  of  Melbourne  in  our  Dutch  Church,  give  for  an 
swer —  because  we  are  pressed  by  both  parties  in  the  congregation, 
and  very  much  desire  to  preserve  peace  and  quiet  in  our  church — • 
that  we  cannot  consent  thereto;  but  also  that  we  shall  not.  hinder  it. 

Tliei;nis   De   Key, 
Johannes  Kip, 
lii-andt,  Schuyler. 
!N"e\v  York, 
October  11,  LG08. 
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THE  MINISTERS  AND  KI.DF.US  UK  Tin;  Drr«  n  Curnru  OK  XKW 
YORK  TO  THK  MINISTERS  AM»  (  'U.NSIS TOKY  OK  THK  Loxno.v 
DUTCH  Curum,  (THAT  OK  AK>TI.\  FIMAI:>.  >  < ),  r.  1s,  1  «'•'.»*. 

Sirs  and   Brethren  in   (  'hri.-t  Jesu-:  — 

Knowing-  what  t.hc  fellowship  of  tin-  saint-  is,  we  could  imt  well 
forego  to  communicate  to  vour  Reverence.-  through  the  opportunity 
we  have  by  the  hearer  of  this  letter,  that,  after  inv<><-at  imi  upon  the 
Name  uf  thr  !,<>rd,  ami  by  virtue  of  our  Charter,  we  have  called  a 
second  Minister,  to  the.  service,  of  our  Dutch  (  'hun-h  here,  and 
have  also  requested  the  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam  to  -end  us  such  a  one. 
Our  country  hr.iuir  in  trouble,  it  was  imjm>sihle  that  our  ( 'liurch 
should  he  altogether  free  of  it.  Nevertheless  we  had  a  plurality  of 
votes  amontf  all ;  viz. :  in  our  Rev.  (  'onsistory,  \\'e  iiad  se\-cn  against 
two-;  ;M  our  cona'reii'at ion  \vehad  three  to  one;  amoiii^  all  the  l)iit<-h 
churches  of  the  i'mvin'-c,  we  had  eitiht  to  ime;  and  we  Iiad  the 
sixteen  of  t!;e  old  ;'.:id  present  Klders  and  Deaeons,  met  lo^ether, 
airain.-l  none.  Approhantihus  omnihus,  contradicente  nennne. 

It  therefore  seemed  proper  to  u>  to  communicate  with  your  Rev 
erences  and  make  known  these  facts,  so  that  in  case  further  troubles 
should  ari-e  in  the  ('hurdi  of  Jesus  ( 'hri-t  — whieh  ma\"  (iod  for- 
hid  — your  lieverein-rs  mi^ht  >econd  our  efforts  ;.nd  thu.-  he  help 
ful  to  ii.-,  i!i;n.  we  in  this  region  uii^'ht  he  huilt  up  and  not  cast, 
do\vn.  \\'lia*  fui'ther  -;'•[»-  oiiiiht  to  he  uiid-  c  the  proiuo- 

tion  of  our  ca!!.  for  fl.e  honor  of  (iod  and  tip-  peace  nf  our  <  'liurch 

will  he  h.-t  uuder>t 1  ;;s  explained  hy  the  hearer  of  ihi>  letter, 

to  w!i«iin  ;!ie  fact-  ;ire  entrusted  and  who  i-  commended  to  you. 
Xevi  i-ihi-!,'-^  in  ord<-r  to  de-crihe  hi-  Iloiioi-  to  y.,u,  .,nd  to  -rive 
you  ;i  ei,n-,.ct  i(ic;i  (,f  his  life,  M-  well  ;i-  of  !ii-  n»<  d  name,  hi-  un 
wearied  lahor.-  and  ureaf  /.eal,  for  ill'-  'ji'ea'e-f  -i-r\'icc  to.  and  wel 
fare  of  ( i.Mi'-.  (  'hurcM  and  the  <  'hun-h'-  jn-a«-i-.  he  i-  ih«-  Il"ii.  (  'oh 
Nicholas  Uavard,  a  man  \\'i'rth\"  of  all  !<»ve  and  prai-e.  lie  has 
been  one  of  his  Mafc-tv'-  ( 'oiincil  («>!•  many  year-;  has  hern  hon 
ored  with  the  oil  ice  nf  Mavor,  with  much  prai-e  and  reputation, 
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and  has  been  very  useful  to  our  Dutch  Church  both  by  his  godly 
advice  and  by  several  ecclesiastical  offices  which  he  has  held,  having 
been  one  of  our  Deacons  for  two  years,  an  Elder  eight  years.,  and 
would  probably  have  been  chosen  again  to  our  Eldership,  if  his 
Honor  had  not  resolved,  for  weighty  reasons,  to  go  to  England,  and 
may  the  Lord  God  safely  conduct  his  Honor  thither.  When  he  ar 
rives  there,  please  assist  his  Honor  and  respect  our  letters,  and 
deal  with  him  and  our  Church  for  our  welfare.  In  confidence  of 
your  favor,  we  commend  your  Honors'  persons,  your  service  and 
your  Church  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  and  to  the  Word  of  his 
Grace.  Farewell. 

Your  Reverences  obedient  servants,  and  brethren  to  command  in 
the  Lord, 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister. 

Pieter  Jacobszen.  Mar  in  s  "1 

Johannes  Kip  j  Elders. 

Jan  Harpending 

Eroin  the  Archivum  of  the  London  Dutch  Church,   (Ecclesiae 

Londino Batavae  Archivum)  Vol.  iii.,  Part  Second,  page  2709. 

Published,  1897. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  ox  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Whitehall,  Oct.  19.  1698. 

The  next  head  under  which  we  shall  humbly  represent  to  your  Excellencies  the 
rise  of  those  difficulties  which  the  Earl  of  Bollomont  meets  with  in  the  administra 
tion  of  that  government  is  the  Grants  of  Lands  made  by  the  hit*-  Governor:  and 
in  order  thereunto,  we  bog  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  set  down  a  list  of  such 
grants  whereof  his  Lordship  lias  sent  us  either  Copies  or  Abstracts:  with  this 
observation,  that  the  lands  therein  mentioned  are  not  laid  out  by  exact  measure  of 
acres,  but  computed  in  the  lump  by  miles. 

A  Grant  to  Col.  Nicholas  Bayard  a  member  of  the  Council  (whom  we  have  men 
tioned  before  as  an  instrument  in  negotiating  for  Col.  Flet  :-h»  r's  protections  to 
pirates)  for  a  tract  of  land  in  the  County  of  Albany  claimed  by  the  Mohacqs  and 
containing  about  twenty  four  or  thirty  miles  in  length:  its  breadth  we  know  not.* 

*  This  urant  included  the  valley  on  both  sides  of  the  S.-hoharie  creek,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  lat:er  at  Fort  Hunter,  in  Montgomery  county,  to  the  high  hills  near 
the  mouth  of  tin  Little  Schoharie  creek,  in  the  town  of  Middlebtirg.  in  Schoharie 
county.  A  description  of  these  hills  will  be  found  in  Sims'  History  of  the  latter 
county,  p.  I'),'!;  and  of  the  patent,  in  Van  Schaack's  Ed.  of  1  he  Laws  of  New  York, 
p.  '•'>-. 
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A  (I rant  to  Godfrey  Dellius.  Minister  at  Albany  for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Kast 
side  <>f  Hudson's  river  containing  about  seventy  miles  in  length  and  twelve  miles 
in  breadth.* 

A  Grant  to  Colonel  Henry  Heckman  for  a  tract  of  land  In  hutches  County,  con 
taining  al.out  sixteen  miles  square;  and  likewise  for  another  tract  of  land  upon 
Hudson's  Kivcr  about  eight  miles  in  bread'h  and  twenty  miles  In  length. 

A  Grant  to  Colonel  William  Smith  a  member  of  the  Conn. -II  for  sundry  tracts  of 
lands  and  meadows  In  the  Island  ,,f  Nassau,  comprizing  all  the  va.-ant  lands  be- 

tween  the  bounds  of  former  patents  therein  specified  and  computed  t mtain 

about  fifty  miles;  what  length  or  'ureadth  we  know  not. 

A  Grant  to  Capt.  Jo'.m  Kvans  Commamier  «.f  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Richmond 
for  sundry  tracts  of  land  lying  on  the  \\",->;  siile  of  Hud-on's  Ulv.-r  and  containing 
about  forty  miles  in  length  ami  twenty  miles  in  breadth.- 

A  Grant  to  William  I'inhorn  Ks.j..  Col.  IVter  Schuyler.  I»otulne  C.odfrey  IMIlus. 
Major  Derrick  Wessels  and  Captain  Kvert  I'.anker.  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the 
Mohaeqs  River,  containing  about  fifty  miles  in  length  and  two  miles  in  breadth  on 
each  side  of  the  said  River,  i 

A  Grant  to  Col.  Caleb  Heathcote  a  tnembe-r  of  the  Council  for  a  lot  or  toft  of 
ground,  containing  in  breadth  about  twenty  seven  foot  and  in  length  about  fifty 
foot,  which  had  been  formerly  part  of  the  Kind's  Garden.  Also  another  part  of  his 
Majesty's  said  garden  extending  from  the  Stockado.-s  or  fence  thereof  in  the  rear. 
as  far  into  Hudson's  River  at  low  water  mark. 


In  confirmation  of  this  last  suggestion  his  I/ordship  Instances  the  forem-Mitioned 
grant  of  the  pleasnntest  part  of  the  King's  Garden  to  C..1.  Heathcote.  as  likewise 
the  leasing  out  to  the  Church  a  farm  called  the  King's  Farm,  which  usually  sup 
plied  the  Governour  with  bread  come;  and  the  selling  another  parr  thereof  which  is 
meadow  ground,  la  scarce  thing  ttierei  to  Capt.  Kvans;  adding  that  «'ol.  Fletcher 
would  have  also  leased  out  a  little  island  called  Nutten  I>land  (convenient  for 
grusing  a  few  Coach  horses  and  cows  for  the  C.overnour's  family)  to  one  formerly 
big  footman,  but  that  the  Council  were  ashame.j  to  consent  to  ii.  ami  yet  further 
that  lie  had  permitted  the  fences  and  trees  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  King's 
Garden  iaf'er  he  had  knowledg"  of  his  Lordships  being  appointed  Governor)  to  he. 
destroyed  by  Cattle,  that  fourteen  years  will  hardly  repaire  them. —  Col.  I  >ocs. 
N.  Y.  IT.  391.  S92.  39.'{. 


BKLLUMONT  TO  T:IK   LORDS  (,i-   'I'i:.\i»i:.   AU«»FT    rin.   MXUTMA  ri«»\ 

AM)    Kl>I»l'RIAI.    ol'    I.KiSI.KR. 

HV.JS,    Oet.    HI. 

About  three  weeks  since  the  relations  of  Mr.  Ldsler  and  Mr.  Mllhurne  desir.-d 
leavo  to  take  i;p  the  bodies  that  had  been  burb-d  near  the  gallows  and  give  them 
Christian  burial  in  the  I>i,t-'h  Church  here.  I  thought  their  request  so  reasonable 
that  I  consented  to  it,  partly  out  of  a  prlnclpall  of  compassion,  but  dilelly  out  of 


•  It    extended    from    Hatten    kill.    In    Washington    county.    N.    Y..    being   the   north 
bounds  of  the  Saratoga  patent,   to   Vergennes.   In   the  State  of   Vermont.      The  north 
line  of  this  patent  will  be  found  laid  down  In  a  "  Map  of  French  ami  Kngllsh  Grant* 
on  Lake  champlaln  ".  In  Documentary   History  of  New   York,   I. 

t  This   tract    commenced   on    Hudsoifs    river   at    the   S.    line   of   the   town   of    New 

Paltz,  in  Flster nty.  went  thence  westerly  to  the  Shawangunk  mountains,  thence 

southerly  along  these  mountains  to  the  S.  W.  angle  of  the  town  of  Calhotm.  orange 
county,  'theme  easterly  to  the  eastermost  angle  of  the  lust  named  town,  whence  It 
proceeded  S.  F.  to  the  Hudson  river  at  Stony  point,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  It  Included  the  S.  tier  of  towns  In  rimer,  two  thirds  of 
Orange,  and  part  of  the  town  of  Haverstraw.  In  Hockland  county.  N.  Y.  A  map  of 
this  extravagant  grant  IH  No.  '.»7  In  the  olMce  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Albany. 

*  Thin   patent   is  supposed    to   have   embraced    thai    portion   of   the    Mohawk    Valley 
extending   from    Amsterdam.    In    Montgomery   coun'v.    to    Little    Falls,    or   perhaps    to 
We»t    Canada   creek.    In    Herkirner. 
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respect  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  reversing  the  attainder  of  those  two  men; 
which  Act  does  also  legitimate  Captain  Leisler's  assuming  the  government  of  this 
Province  and  puts  a  censure  upon  the  illegality  of  his  execution;  as  your  Lordships 
will  see  by  the  Act  for  Reversing  the  attainder  of  these  men,  which  goes  herewith 
and  is  (No.  10).  I  may  add  to  these  a  third  motive,  that  prevailed  with  me,  which 
is,  that  Coll.  Fletcher  refused  to  obey  that.  Act  of  Parliament  by  restoring  the  heirs 
of  those  two  men  to  their  Father's  "State;  which  treatment  of  his,  gave  his  party 
the  boldness  to  vilifie  it,  by  calling  it  a  libell,  a  forgery,  an  Act  surreptitiously 
obtained  in  the  Parliament  of  England;  and  I  have  been  told  that  the  rage  and 
malice  of  some  of  that  party  have  transported  them  to  the  burning  it.  I,  that  am  a 
hearty  lover  of  English  laws,  and  that  value  no  Englishman  that  is  not.  so,  thought 
it  proper  to  assert  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  had  been  treated  with  infamy. 
My  design  is  chiefly  to  give  the  people  here  a  just  idea  of  English  laws,  that  they 
bear  the  stamp  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  King  and  Nation  of  England,  and 
ought  to  be  respected  as  sacred.  There  was  great  opposition  made  to  the  burying 
of  those  two  men  by  the  contrary  party,  but  I  was  resolved,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
already  mentioned,  to  give  that  satisfaction  to  the  relations  of  those  unfortunate 
men.  I  had  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  disorder  from  a  meeting  of  Leisler's 
friends,  or  such  as  think  the  proceeding  against  him  was  arbitrary  and  cruell;  for 
I  formerly  told  your  Lordships  that  I  have  found  those  people  more  obedient  to 
Government  than  the  contrary  party.  There  was  a  great  concourse  of  people  at 
the  funerall  (1200  'tis  said)  and  would  'tis  thought  have  been  as  many  more,  but 
that  it  blew  a  rank  storm  for  two  or  three  days  together,  that  hindered  people 
from  coming  down  or  crossing  the  rivers.  1  continue  to  be  with  respect,  my 
Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  humble   and   most 
faithful    servant, 

Bellomont. 

—  Col.    Docs.   N,  Y.   iv.  400. 
New  Yorke, 
October  the  21st  1698. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Correspondence   from   America. 

Letter  of  certain  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  (of 
the  Lcisler  party)  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  21,  1698. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Classis  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam: 

Right    Reverend  and  Very  Learned    Gentlemen  —  Fathers  and 
Brethren  in  Christ: — 

In  the  first  place  we  beg  your  Reverences  to  pardon  us,  that  in 
giving  you  an  account  of  certain  matters  we  must  be  more  tedious 
than  may  seem  desirable.  But  as  our  story  proceeds  it  will  appear 
that  the  account  could  not  be  properly  given  without  considerable 
length.  We  consider  it  a  peculiar  favor  of  heaven  that  we  are  per 
mitted  to  present  this  account  before  so  reverend  and  learned  an 
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Assembly,  and  that  tin-  recital  may  see  the  light  of  heaven.  The 
anxiety  and  terror  which  \ve  experienced  diirini:  the  la-t  year  of 
tlie  reign  of  ex-King  .lames  were  verv  a\\'ful.  We  heard  of  the 
arbitrary  measures  taken  fur  the  establishment  of  the  Papacy  in 
England;  what  a  foothold  it  had  obtained,  and  what  success  the 
dragonnades  bad  made  in  France.  At  the  same  time  we  perceived 
what  a  variety  of  plans  were  being  laid  t<>  introduce  the  same 
things  into  these  distant  regions.  We  could  easily  guess  therefore 
what  was  before1  ourselves. 

The  Jesuits  had  already  established  a  school  here  (New  York) 
under  color  of  teaching  Latin  to  the  youth.  And  to  this  school 
some  of  our  best  citizens  had  begun  to  send  their  children.  Fven 
our  (  Dut(di)  Church  hell  was  tolled  about  s  A.  M.,  when  the  school 
was  to  be  opened.  And  although  vou  will  liardlv  believe  it,  it  is 
said  that  low  mass  was  privately  heard  bv  SOUK-  one,  although 
this  was  asserted  to  have  been  done  through  curiositv.  Also  royal 
orders  were  received  from  Fngland,  directing  us  to  thank  the  Iy<»rd 
most  heartily,  and  celebrate  with  bonfires,  the  happy  delivery  of 
the  Queen  (the  wife  of  James  II)  of  a  1'rince  of  Wales.  This 
was  indeed  obeyed  with  altogether  too  much  joy,  and  even  with 
evidences  of  unbounded  gladness  bv  those  who  were  at  the  head 
of  our  own  church  affairs.  Yet  everv  man  of  intelligence,  who 
pondered  the  consequence  of  such  an  event,  could  have  easily  seen 
that  the  pretended  birth  of  such  a  Prince  was  nothing  el-e  than  a 
deathly  stab  at  the  Protestant  religion  in  Kngland,  and  consc- 
quently  of  our  religion  over  here  too.  There  remained  nothing 
else  for  us  to  do  than  to  possess  our  souls  in  patience  and  await 
the  Providence  of  (lod  respecting  it. 

I'nder  such  feelings,  it  can  casilv  be  understood  how  much  our 
happiness  exceeded  our  sorrow,  when  we  received  positive  tidings, 
that  his  I  loyal  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Orange:  who  is  now  our 
acknowledged  Sovereign,  had  entered  Kngland  with  a  mighty  army 
to  deliver  the  country  from  oppression  and  I'ojw-ry;  and  that  lie 
had  been  received  bv  the  chief  inhabitants  with  the  greatest  de- 
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monstrations  of  joy  and  affection.  It  was  a  still  greater  satisfac 
tion  to  us,  and  gave  us  enlarged  assurances  to  receive  tidings  that 
the  people  of  our  neighboring  city  of  Boston  had  already  declared 
themselves  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  had  actually  put  under 
arrest  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  who  was  their  Governor  as  well  as 
ours,  and  also  his  Council,  because  they  had  refused  to  declare 
themselves  for  the  new  Prince. 

About  the  same  time  these  reports  reached  this  place,  (Xew 
York),  as  we  have  said,  and  the  people  could  not  be  held  back. 
They  at  once  insisted  that  our  Magistrates  should  immediately 
declare  for  the  Prince  of  Orange.  It  seemed  more  appropriate 
that  we  should  do  this  than  the  people  of  Boston;  for  the  ancestors 
of  the  new  King  had  delivered  our  fathers  from  the  Spanish  yoke, 
and  his  Royal  Highness  (a  descendant)  had  now  arisen  to  rescue 
the  Kingdom  of  England  from  Popery  and  oppression.  All  this 
was  done  amid  such  evidences  of  love  and  affection  for  the  Royal 
House  of  Nassau,  as  is  natural  to  the  Dutch  nation  —  for  thus  are 
we  designated  here  —  although  we  have  been  so  badly  rewarded 
therefor.  Our  rulers  were  reluctant  to  proceed,  and  feared  to 
risk  anything.  They  thought  it  might  be  another  "  Monmouth 
Affair  ".  Nevertheless  the  determined  demands  of  the  people  com 
pelled  the  calling  of  an  Assembly  of  both  the  Civil  Council  and 
of  the  military.  At  this  meeting  everybody  was  put  under  oath 
not  to  reveal  anything  which  might  be  determined  on,  or  to  com 
municate  it  to  the  people.  But  it  leaked  out  that  those  who  pre 
sumed  to  speak  favorably  of  the  Revolution  had  been  severely  re 
buked  and  threatened;  that  Lieutenant-Governor  Nicholson  had 
flaunted  his  Commission  from  King  James,  and  casting  it  down  on 
the  table  had  sworn  with  terrible  oaths  that  he  would  live  and  die 
by  it. 

Soon  after  this  we  perceived  one  morning  that  the  cannon  of 
the  Fort  had  been  pointed  towards  the  city.  When  the  people 
learned  this  they  became  furious.  The  Magistrates  were  com 
pelled  to  grant  them  the  privilege  of  examining  the  magazine,  and 
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also  to  allow  the  militia,  with  one  company  to  stand  guard  in  the 
Fort  over  night.  But  the  people  were  not  allowed  to  place  their 
sentinels  in  all  parts  of  the  Fort.  l>ut  they  could  remain  within 
the  hounds  of  the  park.  It  soon  became  privately  whispered 
around  that  the  Magistrates  had  obtained  soldiers  from  Boston, 
whom  they  intended  to  slip  into  the  Fort  through  a  postern  irate; 
and  that  then  these,  together  with  those  on  the  side  of  the  Magis 
trates,  would  drive  the  citizen  militia  out.  But  from  such  circum 
stances  nothing  could  he  anticipated  hut  a  general  slaughter 
throughout  the  country.  The  minds  of  the  people  were  now  in 
censed  to  the  greatest  degree;  for  those  who  were  on  the  side  of 
the  Revolution  numbered  ten  to  one. 

When  the  citizens  perceived  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished 
•with  the  Magistrates,  and  that  there  was  a  determination  some 
•wav  or  other  to  outwit  them,  thev  looked  earnestly  about  for  a 
leader.  Finally,  they  induced  ( 'apt.  Jacob  Leisler  to  begin  opera 
tions  among  the  citizens.  They  did  not  design,  indeed,  to  ignore 
the  Magistrates  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  only  to  take  such 
control  of  affairs,  that  in  case  some  outside  forces  should  appear  — • 
of  which  they  heard  plenty  of  rumors,  and  which  ultimately 

proved  to  be  trw it  would  be  impossible  to  force  them  into  any 

arrangement  against  their  will.  Tilings  then  took  such  a  shape  as 
this:  ('apt.  Jx.4 idler,  compelled  by  the  people,  entered  the  Fort. 
At  the  same  time  the  various  companies  of  the  militia  gathered  in 
front  of  the  houses  of  their  respective  Captains.  Hut  some  of 
these.  Captains  and  Lieutenants  were  not  to  he  found.  The  militia 
then,  led  in  an  orderly  manner  bv  certain  inferior  officers,  marched 
-off  to  the  park  about  the  Fort.  While  standing  (piietly  in  thin 
place,  the  Captains,  with  the  Colonel,  who  was  also  one  of  the 
High  Council,  approached,  and  by  threat-,  tried  to  prevent  the 
militia  from  joining  the  force  of  ('apt.  L«-i.-h-r.  They  remained 
true,  however.  At  la.-t  one  of  the  flag-bearers  of  the  militia  had 
the  audacity  to  march  into  the  Fort  with  his  company  and  was 
immediately  followed  by  all  the  other-.  The  Captains  were  now 
79 
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persuaded,  and  also  entered;  and  although  some  were  rather  re 
luctant,  yet,  finally,  they  gave  their  signatures  that  they  were  in, 
favor  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Tlie.se  signatures  were  written 
on  a  drumhead.  Hut  the  Colonel  could  not  be  induced  to  go  with 
them,  although  very  courteously,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  militia,, 
entreated  to  do  so.  Personal  friends  also  argued  with  him  and 
endeavored  to  make  him  see  his  duty.  lie  well  knew,  and  even 
admitted,  that  if  he  should  do  this,  all  would  follow  his  example. 

When  these,  efforts  with  the  Colonel  did  not  succeed,  which  the 
militia  greatly  regretted,  they  endeavored  to  arrange  affairs  as 
well  as  they  could.  They  requested  the  people  everywhere  to 
hold  meetings.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Captains  should  have  the 
care  of  the  Fort,  by  turns;  that  they  should  write  a  joint  letter 
to  England  of  all  that  had  been  done,  and  request  the  chief  au 
thorities  there  to  direct  them  what,  further  to  do.  All  this  was 
easily  and  peacefully  accomplished,  and  everything  would  have 
remained  peaceful,  until  relief  had  come  from  the  higher  powers, 
if  only  the  Magistrates  had  remained  quiet  and  awaited  orders 
from  England.  They  had  already  given  up  the  administration 
of  affairs.  But  they  now  began  to  disturb  everything.  They  tried 
to  expel  from  office  those  who  now  held  the  power  of  arms  in 
their  hands,  because  such  were  few  in  number.  And  this  mad 
ness  of  theirs  grew  worse  and  worse,  as  soon  as  it  became  known 
that  matters  were  taking  a  good  shape  in  England,  and  that  all 
things  were  leading  up  to  the  desired  result. 

Now  it  must  be  remembered  that  most  of  the  Magistrates,  as 
well  as  those  who  were  friendly  to  them,  and  especially  those  of 
Dutch  origin,  were  elders  and  deacons  in  the  Dutch  Church,  and 
therefore  leaders  of  the  same.  Domine  Selyns  joined  himself  to 
these,  and,  very  unwisely,  allowed  himself  to  be  used  by  them, 
to  advocate  their  side  of  the  case  from  the  pulpit,  lie  accord 
ingly  accused  the  people  with  very  great  severity  and  partiality, 
of  rebellion  and  riot  against  their  chief  Magistrates.  But  by  this 
means  the  alienation  was  at  once  made  incurable.  The  people 
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know  that  what  thov  had  done,  had  hoon  done  honestlv  and  in  behalf 
of  a  good  cause.  They  folt  that  the  Magistrates  ought  to  have 
led  them  in  this  affair,  and  tliev  manifested  great  disgust  at  them. 
And  Domino  Selyns  continued  in  tliat  same  attitude  during  the 
entire  administration  of  Commander  Leisler.  He  did  not  fail  t-o 
do  anything  which  he  believed  would  further  exasperate  the  peo 
ple,  and  repeated  from  the  pulpit  everything  which  the  grossest 
partisanship  could  suggest.  Kvon  the  wisest  and  most  peaceably 
disposed  of  the  ( 'lassis  tried  to  reason  with  him,  and  urged  him  to 
keep  aloof  from  such  ouarrels,  and  not  bring  a  stain  on  his  minis 
terial  office  thereby;  that  his  official  position  was  too  loftv  for  such 
conduct,  if  he  would  not  utterly  destroy  the  usefulness  of  his 
office;  that  enough  mistakes  had  already  boon  made  by  each  party; 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  point  out  the  path  of  duty  to  each,  but  not, 
to  take  sides  with  either.  Hut  it  was  impossible  to  induce  him 
thereto. 

Commander  Leisler  was  now  established  in  his  position  not  only 
by  the  people,  but  also  by  a  letter  from  his  Majesty.  Ho  soon 
brought  the  Fort,  and  especially  the  ('itv  into  a  good  state  of  do- 
fence.  The  old  fortifications  had  <juite  fallen  into  decav.  In  all 
his  efforts  he  was  assisted  bv  an  unwonted  xeal  among  the  people. 
Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  enemies,  he  soon  put  things 
in  such  good  shape,  that  the  government  was  finallv  established. 
In  a  short  time  his  name  became  so  groat  Iv  respected  through  all 
the  West  Indies  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  anv  enemv  from 
without.  If  we  could  only  have  boon  united  among  ourselves,  we 
would  have  had  no  wars. 

In  Albany  also,  where  we  could  not  always  bo  personally  pres 
ent,  t  ho  French  and  Indians,  of  ( 'an  a  da,  had  their  full  opport  unity, 
because  of  his  (Leisler's)  Knomios.  Tliev  took  advantage  of  this, 
and  surprised  Schonoetady,  a  place  twelve  miles  distant,  and 
massacred  the  inhabitants,  and  burned  the  toun  under  the  most 
atrocious  circumstances.  The  people  of  Albany  were  much  to 
blame  for  this,  for  tliev  forcibly  prevented  the  adherents  of  ( 'om- 
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mander  Leisler  from  going  thither,  when  they  heard  that  the 
French  were  coming.  Tt  was  at  this  place  that  the  good  Domine 
Tesschenmacker  was  so  sadly  and  horribly  killed.  His  head  was 
stuck  on  a  pole,  and  carried  in  triumph  to  Canada.  An  expedition 
was  soon  after  gotten  up  for  which  the  neighboring  Governments 
sent  many  people.  This  was  so  well  conducted  that  the  plan  could 
hardly  have  failed,  unless  by  some  unforseen  circumstance;  yet 
the  whole  thing  was  completely  ruined,  because  he  (Leisler)  could 
not  be  personally  present,  for  they  grudged  him  the  honor  of  it. 

In  the  month  of  January  (1691)  Major  Richard  Tngoldsby  ar 
rived  with  some  soldiers  from  England.  He  was  to  remain  in 
garrison,  because  Colonel  Sloughter,  our  new  Governor  had  been 
obliged  to  go  first  to  the  Bermudas.  He  (Tngoldsby)  at  once  per 
mitted  himself  to  be  influenced  by  the  enemies  of  Leisler,  and 
demanded  the  surrender  of  the  Fort.  Leisler  asked  to  see  his 
authority,  either  from  the  King  or  from  Governor  Sloughter.  As 
he  could  show7  no  such  authority,  the  Fort  was  at  once  refused 
him.  He  was,  nevertheless,  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy, 
and  was  invited  to  make  the  house  of  Commander  Leisler  his 
home  until  the  arrival  of  Governor  Sloughter.  He  would  there 
have  been  entertained  to  the  utmost  of  Leisler's  ability.  His 
soldiers  were  also  to  be  quartered  among  the  citizens,  where  they 
would  be  well  taken  care  of.  But  nothing  would  satisfy  Ingoldsby 
except  the  surrender  of  the  Fort.  Yet  he  well  knew  that  his  or 
ders  were,  should  he  arrive  before  the  Governor,  to  remain  quietly 
on  board  ship  with  his  soldiers  until  the  Governor's  arrival. 
Otherwise  the  Commander  (Leisler)  could  order  him  to  do  this,  if 
it  seemed  proper.  He  also  knew  that  Commander  Leisler  had 
no  right  to  deliver  up  the  Fort,  except  upon  a  written  order,  ac 
cording  to  the  usages  of  war.  Else  he  would  betray  himself  and 
be  liable  to  be  hung  as  a  traitor  at  the  entrance  of  the  Fort.  This, 
indeed,  was  their  intention,  but  he  knew  how  to  avoid  that  snare. 
The  whole  country  was  then  instigated  against  him.  He  was  made 
out  to  be  a  rebel,  in  that  he  refused  to  let  the  King's  soldiers  enter 
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his  Majesty's  Fort.  Everything  possible  was  done  to  bring  on  a 
collision.  'I  hey  said  to  each  other-,  let  us  keep  on  provoking  this 
dog  until  he  bites,  and  then  we  will  have  some  ground  of  action 
against  him.  They  did  their  utmost  to  exasperate  him,  and  make 
him  lose  his  patience;  and  all  this,  more-over,  was  done  in  so  rude 
and  swinish  a  manner  that  we  are  ashamed  to  write  about  it. 

Certain  ones  of  the  Consistory  also  did  imt  think  it  beneath 
their  dignity  To  march  with  all  sorts  of  scoundrels  against  their 
fellow-citizens  in  the  Fort,  who  were  also  church  members  under 
them.  Xow  under  these  circumstances  it  so  happened  that  a  cer 
tain  large  piece  of  ordnance,  loaded  with  musket-balls  and  small 
shot,  and  which  was  pointed  towards  the  Fort,  was  rashly  tired  oiT. 
Several  persons  were  killed,  and  among  them  an  elder  and  deacon 
(of  the  Dutch  Church).  Others  were  painfully  wounded.  And 
these  friends  (!)  onlv  the  Sunday  before  had  been  present  to 
gether  at  the  celebration  of  the  bird's  Supper.  Think  of  the  con 
trast  of  such  things!  About  this  time,  Domine  Selyns  was  asked 
by  a  certain  sick  elder,  how  the  French  uere  getting  along.  (Did 
he  mean  the  enemies  of  LeislerM  lie  answered  they  are  reso 
lutely  faithful  in  their  work.  I'pon  the  occurrence  of  this  acci 
dent,  thev  (  Leisler's  ene.-iiics  )  cried  out  --  That  it  was  all  the  fault 
of  that  Mack  dog:  that  he  was  the  murderer  of  those  poor  people. 
Yet  all  this  time  Leisler  and  his  men  in  the  Fort  were  keeping 
perfect Iv  cjuiet;  although,  if  he  had  so  wished,  f.  r  it  was  within 
his  power,  he  couid  <p:ickly  have  destroyed  everything;  for  lie 
could  have  had  a  thousand  men  at  his  disposal  in  a  few  hours,  if 
he  had  expressed  such  a  wish. 

L<  i.-!er  had,  however,  full  confidence  in  the  justice  of  his  cause, 
and  h"  hated  to  shed  the  blood  of  eiti/.ens.  He  never  dreamed  that 
he  would  be  condemned  by  his  enemies,  without  permis*ion  to  de 
fend  himself  before  th<-  Kin*::  «-r  that  the  (iovernor  would  aj>- 
prove  such  a  sentence  and  siun  hi>  execution.  A  fi  w  days  later 
Governor  Sloughter  arrived.  Ina-mudi  a>  it  wa-  evening,  the 
surrender  of  the  Fort  was  dehm-d  until  the  next  morning.  In 
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the  meantime  Major  Ingoldsby  cried  out  before  the  Fort  that  if 
Leisler  and  some  of  the  ringleaders  were  secured,  the  rest  would 
be  pardoned.  It  would  have  been  easy  enough  to  do  this,  but 
there  was  not  the  slightest  design  on  the  part  of  any  within.  They 
all  only  wanted  the  privilege  to  stand  before  his  Majesty,  the 
fountain  of  justice,  and  make  their  defence.  The  next  morning 
Ingoldsby  entered  the  Fort,  and  requested  Commander  Leisler 
to  order  his  men,  more  than  three  hundred  strong,  to  lay  down, 
their  arms,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  all  excitement,  to  march  out  in 
an'  orderly  manner;  and  that  then  their  arms  would  be  imme 
diately  restored  to  them.  Without  any  suspicion,  he  commanded 
this  to  be  done. 

But  as  they  came  out,  with  only  their  side  arms,  they  were  at 
once  attacked  by  the  crowd  on  the  outside,  abused  as  scoundrels 
and  traitors,  robbed  of  all  their  belongings,  all  of  which  was  done 
with  murderous  fury.  Even  the  officers  cried  out  —  Plunder 
them,  plunder  them,  take  the  guns  away  from  these  scoundrels  lest 
they  murder  our  wives  and  children.  Indeed,  one  of  these  very 
brave  men  afterward  declared  that  he  regretted  that  he  had  not 
ordered  them  to  be  stripped,  and  to  be  scourged  out  of  the  city 
with  walnut  switches. 

Commander  Leisler  was  quickly  taken  before  the  Governor, 
who  spoke  but  a  few  words  to  him.  However,  he  permitted  the 
men  to  spit  in  his  face,  and  rob  him  of  his  wig,  sword  and  sash, 
and  of  a  portion  of  his  clothes.  These  were  torn  oft'  him.  Then 
they  abused  him  like  raging  furies,  and  put  irons  on  his  legs,  and 
cast  him  into  a  dark,  underground  dungeon,  full  of  tilth  and 
stench.  The  members  of  his  Council,  the  officers  of  the  militia 
and  others  who  were  found  in  the  Fort  or  who  were  afterward 
arrested  among  the  citizens,  were  all  treated  in  the  same  way. 
Governor  Sloughter  never  after  saw  or  spoke  with  Leisler  nor 
with  any  of  the  prisoners;  except  that,  once,  when  they  were  con 
fined  in  a  casement,  of  the  Fort  after  their  condemnation,  he, 
while  drunk,  approached  them  one  night,  and  promised  them  that 
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not  a  liflir  of  their  heads  .should  he  hurt.  Ami  although  these  and 
six  others,  had  heen  condemned  by  a  packed  jury,  composed  of 
youths  and  bitter-minded  men,  the  Governor  was  not  easily  per 
suaded  to  sign  their  execution.  In  t'act  they  only  got  him  to  do 
this  after  they  liad  made  him  drunk,  and  under  promise  of  a  large 
sum  of  moiiev.  For  he  was  a  poor  man,  and  had  Keen  limited  up 
in  Fngland  for  the  very  purpose  of  putting  through  this  tragedy. 

Indeed,  everything  was  done  to  impress  upon  the  (iovernoi*  the 
importance  of  the  moment.  All  three  of  the  Hutch  ministers, 
}>ot.h  from  the  pulpit  and  in  ordinary  conversation,  overstated  the 
tyrannv,  which  was  all  a  pretence,  of  Leisler.  They  insisted  that 
an  example  should  lie  made  of  him:  some  of  the  wives  even,  of 
some  of  the  chief  men,  prostrated  themselves  before  the  Governor 
and  besought  him  for  the  love  of  God  to  pity  them  and  their 
countrv.  They  declared  that  unitv  could  never  be  restored  so 
Ionic  as  this  rascal  remained  alive:  that  the  Governor  ought,  not 
to  delav  to  hang  him:  that  then,  immediately,  peace  and  union 
would  be  restored.  Otherwise  these  would  be  impossible.  And. 
h'nallv,  he  was  especially  nagged  on  bv  a  covetous  wife;  until 
reluctantly,  and  with  great  dejection  .if  mind,  he  signed  the  war 
rant  for  their  execution.  lint  as  he  did  so,  he  exclaimed  with 
irreat  agitation,  ()  God!  how  shall  I  vindicate  this  ad  before  thy 
divine  Majestv,  as  well  as  before  my  King:  and  from  that  moment, 
he  never  had  an  hour's  peace  of  mind. 

lJut  .mother  reason  for  his  dej«'«-ti.«n  was  that  he  horned  from 
the  High  Sheriff,  through  whom  ;he  execution  wa-  carried  out, 
that  th"<e  men  had  died  with  (  'hri-tian  murage,  deelarinir  that  all 
that  thev  had  done,  had  been  don.-  in  In-half  of  Protestantism  and 
the  cause  of  King  William  and  OIK-MI  Mary.  They  ;(Uo  prayed 
that  the  Lord  would  give  them  a  long  and  pn^pemu-  reign. 
Thev  praved  al-o  for  the  Governor,  that  he  might  enjoy  an  ad 
ministration  of  peace.  They  forgave  all  who  had  striven  to  bring 
almut  their  death:  and  that  if  they  had  wr<»nged  anybody,  that, 
thev  would  forgive  them.  Indeed,  in  everything  they  showed 
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such  Christian  resignation,  that  even  Domine  Selyns  was  affected 
by  it,  and  acknowledged  that  they  died  like  Christians.  Yet  pre 
viously,  he  had  declared  that  Leislcr  was  an  incarnate  devil,  and 
there  was  no  hope  of  his  salvation.  For  this  utterance  he  was 
rebuked  by  his  wife  and  others  who  were  present.  The  Magis 
trates  tried  to  drive  away  Governor  Sloughter's  melancholy  by 
often  making  him  dead  drunk;  but  as  soon  as  he  had  slept  off  the 
wine,  remorse  and  despair  again  took  possession  of  him.  But  for 
all  his  doleful  lamentations,  he  received  from  them  no  better  com 
fort  than  Judas  received  from  the  High  Priests.  After  much  of 
such  perturbations,  caused  by  conflicting  passions  and  emotions, 
he  suddenly  died  of  heart  disease. 

If  our  three  Dutch  Domines  had  acted  as  Domine  Daille  — 
now  the  French  minister  at  Boston  —  acted,  things  might  have 
been  different.  He  thought  that  more  moderate  measures  should 
be  employed.  He  was,  therefore,  accustomed  to  go  to  Commander 
Leisler,  and  exhort  him  to  moderation.  And  after  he  was  in 
prison  and  under  sentence  of  condemnation,  he  exerted  his  good 
office  with  Governor  Sloughter,  to  prevent  the  execution.  He 
besought  him  not  to  permit  Leisler  to  be  put  to  death.  iSTow  if 
these  three  Dutch  ministers  (Selyns,  Varick  and  Dellius)  had  done* 
their  duty  in  a  similar  manner,  who  does  not  understand  that 
this  murder  would  have  been  avoided.  But  they  acted  very  dif 
ferently.  As  soon  as  the  Governor's  signature  and  consent  had 
been  obtained  for  the  execution,  which  occurred  on  Thursday, 
May  14-,  1(>!>1,  Domino  Selyns  consented  to  be  the  vehicle  to  an 
nounce  to  them  their  approaching  death.  lie  appeared  before 
them  while  they  were  taking  their  supper.  He  had  not  the 
patience  to  allow  them  to  finish  it,  although  lie  might  have  known 
that  such  a  measure  would  have  destroyed  their  appetite.  And 
then  he  delivered  his  message  in  a  very  strange  way.  He  said  that 
he  had  come  to  bring  them  good  news;  that  they  were  not  all  to 
die.  But  said  he,  addressing  Commander  Leisler  and  Secretary 
Milbourne,  both  of  you  are  to  die  on  Saturday  next,  the  10th  of 
May,  and  you  will  prepare  yourselves  accordingly. 
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Now,  by  such  circumstances,  IK-  -howed  that  lie  had  not  as 
much  feeling  in  >ueh  a  matter  as  was  becomintr.  After  giving 
them  these  sad  tidings,  lie  did  not  visit  them  airain  until  the  dav 
of  their  exeeiitiuii.  And  the  general  hilaritv  of  those  who  de 
sired  to  kill  him  (  Lei>h-r)  was  something  indescribable.  They 
cried  out,  Where,  ()  where  shall  lie  put  the  Callows  (  When  cer 
tain  OIK'S  reminded  them  that  if  Mich  things  should  reach  the 
oars  of  his  Majesty,  they  might  vet  all  he  changed,  thev  replied; 
Imt  we  will  look  out  that  the  King  shall  not  hear  of  it  (in  time) 
as  has  l>een  the  case  so  far.  Nobody  will  inform  against  it.  The 
gallows  was  then  constructed  of  those  same  pieces  of  wood,  which 
they  had  got  ready  on  the  walls  of  the  Fort,  wherewith  to  resist 
a  storming  enemy.  To  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  execution 
is  unnecessary,  as  this  was  fully  done  by  certain  women  a  short 
time  after  its  oecurenee,  who  went  hence  to  Amsterdam.  We 
now,  therefore,  only  relate  how  Domine  Selyns  outdid  the  other 
two.  lie  declared  that  unless  this  thing  had  l»een  done,  neither 
peace  nor  unity  among  the  people  could  he  hoped  for.  Hut  tin- 
result  was  exactly  contrary  to  this.  The  people  well  understood 
that  Commander  I^cisler  and  the  others,  had  done  what  they  did. 
for  the  King  and  for  their  liberties.  They  therefore,  hrgan  to  feel 
more  hitter  hatred  against  those  who  had  instigated  this  murder, 
and  these  latter,  l>v  their  conduct,  intensified  this  Litter  feeling 
as  much  as  possible.  •  -  •  ..  - 

It  is  usual  ::ft(  r  the  punishment  of  the  principals,  t<>  proclaim 
an  amnesty,  and  grant  a  general  pardon  to  all  the  rest,  especially 
when  the  offenders  are  numerous.  In  this  <-a-e  the  coiitrarv  was 
done.  Some  hoaxed  that  thev  wanted  to  take  their  full  revenge; 
that  if  they  could  not  have  the  Mood  of  their  victims,  they  would 
have  their  goods.  Now  all  who  are  acquainted  with  Knglish  law, 
know  how  far  the  power  of  confiscation  extends  in  th.it  country. 
One  can  then  easily  understand  what,  was  propose,]  to  in-  done 
here,  except  in  *<>  far,  as  the  fear  of  being  called  to  account,  kept 
them  back.  And  even  in  the  ( 'hurcli  the  same  spirit  prevailed. 
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Those  who  had  been  most  hitter  in  these  affairs,  were  elected  to 
fill  all  the  Church-offices.  Thereby  the  people  came  to  abhor  the 
public  services  of  religion,  so  that  only  about  one  tenth  enjoyed 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Arid  some  to  this  day, 
(after  nearly  nine  years,  1691-1698,)  have  never  resumed  the 
celebration  of  the  same.  Domino  Selyns  was  principally  to  blame 
for  this.  He  incessantly  vindicated  the  acts  of  the  Magistrates  in 
all  these  affairs,  and  declared  that  unless  the  people  confessed 
their  faults  there  could  be  no  pardon. 

K"ow  such  conduct  also  exposed  the  country  to  the  greatest  con 
fusion  and  peril  imaginable.  For  the  Magistrates,  thinking  only 
of  retaliation,  allowed  the  fortifications,  which  Commander  Leisler 
had  kept  in  such  excellent  order,  to  fall  into  decay.  Indeed,  the 
very  strength  of  the  country  was  departed.  For  in  case  of  the 
appearance  of  an  enemy,  such  of  the  people  as  would  have  been 
called  upon  to  fight,  had  been  deprived  of  their  arms,  denounced  as 
rascals,  and  snubbed  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  In  case  of  a  hostile  sur 
prise,  therefore,  they  would  be  more  apt  to  run  toward  the  enemy 
than  toward  the  Fort.  The  Magistrates  professed,  however,  not 
to  be  afraid  of  the  French.  Some  of  them  even  said,  that  the 
French  knew  well  enough  where  to  go.  Indeed,  Domine  Varick, 
minister  at  Midwont  (Flatbush,  L.  I.),  said  that  he  would  go  out 
to  meet  them  with  a  glass  of  wine,  and  bid  them  welcome.  This 
also  agrees  with  the  remark  of  Domine  Dellius,  who,  by  the  way, 
is  a  constant  correspondent  of  Jesuits  in  Canada, —  that  the  King 
of  France  was  not  at  war  with  the  Kingdom  of  Fngland,  but  only 
with  the  adherents  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

Domine  Selyns  also  at  every  opportunity  when  it  was  possible, 
elaborated  on  the  power  of  France,  and  tried  to  impress  it  upon 
the  people,  that  no  good  result  could  follow,  (except  by  the  course 
pursued  by  their  party.)  From  all  this  the  very  wretched  con 
dition  of  our  Province  can  be  understood.  The  Magistrates,  who 
ought  to  have  been  fathers  to  us,  became  stepfathers,  seeking 
every  pretence  to  punish  us.  In  the  church  service,  more  (legal) 
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pleading  was  heard,  than  preached.  An.]  what  se.-med  especially 
dreadful  to  us.  was,  that,  had  tin-  enemy  arrived,  we  (the  friends 
of  Leisler)  would  not  have  heen  dealt  with  as  prisoners  of  war.  hut 
as  captured  rehels  and  traitors.  We  \\ould  have  heen  pointed  our 
as  such,  I iy  men  wh<.  were  our  fellow-citi/ens  and  fclh.-.v-helicvers. 
Many  oi  the  more  hitter-minded  wanted  just  such  a  chance.  If 
affairs  had  gone  according  to  their  \\ay  of  thinking,  not  only  the 
two  woidd  hav<-  l.een  hunir,  hut  many  more.  Indeed,  the  more 
envious,  estimated  that  hundreds  would  have  heen  hung:  and 
neither  would  this  have  heen  done  all  at  once,  hut  a  holiday  would 
have  heen  taken  occasionally,  for  such  things. 

\\  hen  such  evils  had  lasted  for  more  than  seven  years,  it  would 
seem  that  we  might  have  had  peace  amon^  ourselves,  at  the  same 
time  that  so  joyful  a  peace  was  estahlishod  (in  England?)  and  such 
would  surely  have  heen  the  result  for  the  Church  in  general,  if  we 
could  have  had  in  addition  to  Domini1  Selvns  a  peaceful  and  un 
parti/an  minister.  \Ve  would  have  found  such  a  man  in  Domine 
(Peter)  Xucella,  (of  Kingston).  !>ut  thi.-  plan  was  frustrated  hv 
the  other  party,  even  that  of  I)omine  Selyns,  as  your  Reverences 
may  learn  from  our  Petition  to  the  (o»vernor,  mv  lord  Belhnnont. 
Nevertheless,  a.-  it  now  happen-,  \\c  ha\c  th<-  p!ea>ure  of  siihmit- 
tin^  our  side  of  the  case  to  the  wise  Assemhlv  of  \i»ur  Keverence.-. 
AVe  have  perfect  confidence-,  that  the  Ilev.  Classis  1-y  their  au- 
thority  and  wisdom- will  l»rini:  ahout  a  reconciliation  hetween  the 
parties  here;  and  to  \-oiir  judgement  \\e  \\-ill  fully  suomif.  Hut  we 
only  reo.uest,  thai  the  calling  of  ministers  for  thi.-  congregation, 
shall  he  done  in  no  other  wav  than  according  to  ancient  custom 
am!  law.  This  ha>  heen  sufficiently  >et  forth  in  our  Petitions; 
espe<-ial!\-  hecause  the  call  ln«»w  made)  upon  l>"!nine  iVrrdieren) 
was  made  hv  onlv  se\-en  per.-"iis  of  the  regular  Consistory.  Sul>- 
Bequcntlv,  \\hen  the  matter  !i;:d  proce<'ded  >o  far.  a»nl  the  letters 
were  ready  to  he  -ent  of  7,  «ome  <,f  t  lie  old  Consist  on  a'-«»  agreed  to 
the  said  call. 
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But  it  is  not  our  understanding  of  the  matter,  that  in  case  his 
Reverence  declines  this  call,  that  then  two  partizans  at  Amster 
dam  shall  be  permitted  to  provide  us  with  some  young  advocate 
instead  of  a  minister.  For  we  know  that  this  is  the  plan  of  Domine 
Selyns  and  his  party.  It  is  our  opinion  that  those  are  incompe 
tent  to  find  for  us  an  unpartizan  teacher.  For  one  of  them, 
(Banckert)  while  here,  was  a  bitter  enemy  of  the  Revolution, 
and  did  his  best  to  bring  affairs  here  to  the  extremity  which  they 
reached,  and  which  results  might  otherwise  have  been  easily  pre 
vented;  and  the  other  (Van  Schaick)  is  hasty  and  one-sided,  in  all 
his  opinions  in  reference  to  our  views.  It  was  he  who  condemned 
Domine  Xucella  so  severely,  making  him  out  as  unworthy  even  to 
enter  a  pulpit  again  for  something  that  he  had  done;  and  this  he 
did  upon  the  bitter  testimony  of  Domine  Selyns,  before  he  hadl 
any  proper  understanding  of  the  case;  and  he  wrote  the  same  to 
friends  over  here. 

Of  this  story  no  other  contradiction  is  needed  than  this:  that 
his  congregation  (at  Kingston)  in  general  received  him  again  with 
much  love.  They  disapproved  entirely  of  certain  violent  proceed 
ings  which  some  of  their  Consistory  had  instituted  against  his 
Reverence.  If  the  selection  of  Domine  (Verdieren)  is  therefore 
riot  confirmed,  no  better  man  can  be  found  than  the  brother  of 
this  Domine  Xucella  (of  Kingston).  lie  is  now  a  minister  at  Suri 
nam.  For  this  individual  would  certainly  have  become  our  minis 
ter,  if  the  congregation  hud  had  full  liberty  to  choose,  and  if 
Domine  Selyns  and  his  party  had  not  been  in  opposition  thereto. 
We  think  it  very  strange  that  Domine  Selyns  and  his  party  should 
try  to  prevent  the  calling  of  a  minister  from  a  neighboring  church 
here,  or  from  Surinam.  \Ve  have  some  commercial  relations  with 
the  latter  place,  and,  therefore,  we  could  have  secured  a  minister 
from  there  much  sooner  and  much  more  cheaply,  than  from  Hol 
land.  Therefore  it  is  our  humble  petition  that  the  Rev.  Classis 
would  be  pleased  to  give  directions  to  those  here,  as  well  as  to 
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those  in  Holland,  that  we  and  our  neighboring  churches  should 
have  the  privilege  of  securing  ministers  through  the  ITonorable 
West  India  ( 'mnpany. 

Yesterday,  October  JO.  (IfiDS)  the  remains  of  Commander 
Jacoh  Ix'islcr  and  of  Jacob  Milhourne  (eight  years  and  five  months 
after  their  execution  and  burial)  were  exhumed,  and  interred 
again  with  great  pomp  under  our  (new)  Dutch  Church  (in  (iarden 
street.)  Their  weapons  and  armorial  ensigns  of  honor  were  there 
(in  the  Church)  hung  up,  and  thus,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  their 
honor  was  restored  to  them.  Special  permission  to  do  this  had 
been  received  by  his  Honor's  son,  Jacob  Leisler,  from  his  ^Ma 
jesty.  This  gave  unutterable  joy  to  their  families  and  to  those 
people  who,  under  him,  had  taken  up  arms  for  our  blessed  King 
William.  With  this  circumstance  we  trust  that  the  dissensions 
which  have  so  long  harassed  us,  will  also  be  buried.  To  this  end 
our  Right  Honorable  Governor,  my  lord  the  Earl  of  Bellomont, 
long  wished  for  by  us,  is  exerting  his  good  offices.  He  tries  to 
deal  impartially  with  all,  acting  with  great  fairness  and  modera 
tion.  He  has  betcun  (his  administration)  by  remembering  the 
Lord  Clod;  for  he  has  ordered  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  prayer 
throughout  the  whole  land.  In  a  proclamation  of  great  serious 
ness,  he  has  exhorted  the  inhabitants  earnestly  to  pray  for  these 
things  (peace  among  the  people)  to  the  Divine  .Majesty.  We 
hope  the  Lord  will  bestow  his  gracious  blessings  and  grace,  upon 
your  Reverences,  with  all  our  hearts. 
Xew  York,  in  America, 

Oct. .her  21st    Hi'Jb. 

[  Johannes  Van  Cicsen 

David   Provoost,  .Jr. 

Johannes  de  IVystrr 

Jacobus  ( Joelet 

Albartus  Kingo.  ] 
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]\rote:  Tt  is  remarkable  that  such  a  partizan  document  should 
have  been  written  nearly  nine  years  after  the  execution  of  Leisler 
and  Milhourne;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  their  reburial,  and  the 
effort  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  obtain  a  minister  in  sym 
pathy  with  Sclyns,  that  prompted  it.  Domine  Verdieren  who  was 
first  called,  did  not  come;  but  the  excellent  Gualterus  Du  Bois 
came,  and  continued  pastor  in  Xow  York  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  1009-1751.  Compare  also  "Collections  of  X.  Y.  Hist. 
Soc.  1868,  pp.  889-412.  See  also  letters  of  Consistory  of  New 
York  to  the  Classis,  April  24  and  Sept,  18,  1700.  The  Charter 
gave  the  Consistory  the  right  to  call  a  minister;  but  this  was  dis 
puted  on  the  ii'round  of  custom.  E.  T.  C. 

BKLLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE,  CONCERNING  Gov. 
FLETCHER'S  LAND  GRANTS. 

1698,    Oct.   22. 

There  goes  with  this  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  Surveyor  Generall  of  this 
Province  of  several  most  extravagant  grants  of  land  by  Colonel  Fletcher  (Xo.  7); 
and  Lieutenant  Hunt,  a  gentleman  who  goes  from  Boston  in  the  Deptford  man  of 
VVarr,  is  to  deliver  your  Lordships  a  new  Map  of  this  Province,  (it  being  too  bulky 
to  make  up  in  this  packet),  made  by  the  said  Surveyor  Generall,  the  exactest,  I 
believe,  that  has  yet  been  made;  wherein  he  has  described  the  severall  large  tracts 
of  land  granted,  with  the  grantees  names;  so  that  your  Lordships  will  see  that 
this  whole  Province  is  given  away  to  about  thirty  persons  in  effect,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  Crown;  because  at  that  rate  this  Province,  which  by  its  situation 
is  the  most  considerable  of  all  the  Provinces  on  the  Continent,  (and  ought  to  be 
under  the  best  regulation),  can  never  be  well  peopled;  for  men  will  not  care  to 
become  base  tenants  to  proprietors  of  land  in  this  Province,  when  they  can  buy  the 
fee-simple  of  lands  in  the  Jerseys  for  five  pounds  per  hundred  acres;  and  I  believe 
as  cheaply  in  Pennsylvania.  I  do  not  find  that  Colonel  Fletcher  had  any  power  by 
his  commission  to  sell  the  lands  in  this  Province,  and  yet  'tis  certain  he  took  money 
for  all  the  grants  he  made,  except  that  of  the  Mohacks  land,  which  I  cannot  yet 
find  out.  If  he  had  reserved  in  those  grants  he  made,  a  reasonable  Quit  Rent  to 
the  Crown,  he  would  have  been  less  to  blame  than  he  is;  but  I  find  the  rents 
reserved  in  all  his  grants  are  trifles.  Having  formerly  represented  to  your  Lord 
ships  the  great  mischief  of  these  extravagant  grants,  I  ought  to  ask  your  pardon 
for  troubling  you  again  on  the  same  subject:  but  it  being  a  thing  in  my  appre 
hension  of  so  very  great  consequence  to  the  Crown  of  England,  I  cannot  forbear 
reminding  your  Lordships  of  it,  in  hopes  your  wisdom  will  find  out  a  way  of  voiding 
these  extravagant  grants  and  limiting  all  Governors  to  a  certain  number  of  acres 
in  their  grants,  obliging  them  to  reserve  a  Quit  Rent  of  half  a  Crown  on  every 
hundred  Acres,  to  the  Crown,  and  restraining  them  from  selling  the  lands  to  the 
person  they  grant  them  to.  I  should  think  a  thousand  acres  were  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  to  grant  to  any  man;  for  the  clearing  of  land  from  wood  costs  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  acre  all  this  country  over;  so  that  it  would  require  a  good 
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purse  to  man(ati;e  and  overcome  :i  thousand  acres,  tliis  country  belnj?  all  under 
gr«>at  woods;  ami  yet  Mr  Dellius  the  Minister  at  Albany,  besides  his  share  of  the 
Mohacks  laud.  li;is  in  another  Krant  which  your  Lordships  will  see  by  the  Mapp, 
at  least  seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.— Col.  Itocs.  N.  Y.  Iv.  :?!>7. 


KAIM.  OF  BKLLOMONT  TO  TIM:   I.OKH-S  OF  TIM-:  T!:KASI-I:Y. 

H5JIH.    October  '27. 
My   Lords. 

In   n-y   letter  of  thelMst   Inst.,   which   Mr.    Weaver   will  lay   bef<»re 

your  Lordships,  there  are  some  things  that  particularly  come  within  your  Province; 
among  the  rest  the  grunts  of  lands,  which  your  Lordships  will  lind  to  be  so  ex 
travagant  In  Colonel  Fletcher's  time,  that  to  prevent  the  mine  of  this  Province, 
which  by  its  situation,  as  being  contiguous  to  Canada,  1  reckon  the  most  consider 
able  of  any.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  find  out  a  way  to  vacate;  and  at  the  same 
time  lay  a  restriction  on  all  Uovernours  never  to  grant  above  one  thousand  acres 
to  any  man  whatsoever,  without  particular  leave  from  his  Majesty,  and  to  reserve 
a  Quit  Kent  of  half  a  crown  on  every  hundred  acres  to  the  Crown:  and  to  be 
forbid  selling  any  lands  upon  pain  of  the  losse  of  his  imployment.  I  have  made  a 
full  representation  of  these  matters  In  the  letter  which  1  have  mentioned  that  Mr. 

Weaver  Is  to  communicate  to  your   Lordships 

My   Lords. 

Your    Lordships   most    humble   and   obedient   Servant, 

Bellnmont. 

—  Col.  noes.  N.  Y.  iv.  :1.<j7. 

New   Yorke, 

October  the  L>7th  1*598.  ."     - 

('iirucn  OF  XK'.V  YOI:K.      M.\\OI.-  OK  FOKIUIAM. 

n;«.^,  Oct.  L'T. 

Tin-  Manor  an<l  the  ridinirs  thereof  -hall  lie  entrusted  to  the 
Church-Masters,  with  power  r»>  lea-e  houses  or  lands  tor  fifteen 
vears.  Thev  <hall  icivc  aec<  nnt  thereof  to  the  ( 'oii-istory.  The 
preaching  on  Wednesdays  shall  IK-  in  the  morning  in  summer  and 
in  the  evenings  in  winter.  I.il>.  A.  7. 

KARL  OF  BKLLOMONT  TO  M::.   PMPPLI-:. 

New   York,   Oct.   '27.    HJjis. 
T..   Mr.    Popple. 

Sir:  Having  writ  HO  particularly  to  the  Lords  of  the  Counclll  of  Trade,  and  you 
to  read  those  letters  of  mine,  the  trouble  you'll  have  In  this  will  be  the  shorter. 
I  send  with  this  my  proclamation  for  a  Fast  and  Humiliation,  thinking  It  a  proper 
means  to  remove  the  heats  ami  differences  ainon^  the  parties  here.  Last  Wednes 
day  was  the  day.  and  as  a  proof  of  the  wickedness  of  the  people  who  Indeavonr  to 
(five  me  disturbance  In  my  government,  few  of  them  came  to  church,  and  not  one 
of  the  ringleaders,  neither  Bayard.  Nlcolls.  Wilson,  nor  several!  others  that  are  not 
worth  my  namlnir  to  you. --Col.  I)OCH.  N.  Y.  Iv.  41.">,  4U5. 
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DUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OF  NEW 

YORK. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  ye  several  Counties  of  ye 
Province  of  New  York  taken  by  the  High  Sheriffs  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each 
respective  County;  as  pr.  order  of  his  Excellency,  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  Governor 
etc.  Anno  1698. 

Men.  Women.  Children.  Negro's 


In  ye  County  and  City  of  Albany   

380 

270 

803 

23 

In  ye  County  of  Ulster  and  Dutchesse  County.  . 

248 

111 

869 

156 

In  the  County  of  Orange 

29 

31 

140 

19 

In  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  

101'J 

ior>7 

21G1 

700 

In  Richmond  County  als  Staten  Island  

328 

208 

118 

73 

In  ye  County  of  West  Chester  

31  (i 

294 

307 

140 

In  Suffolk  County  within  Nassau  Island    

973 

1024 

124 

558 

In  King's  County   within   Nassau   Island    . 

308 

332 

1081 

29G 

In  Queen's  County  within  Nassau  Island   

1465 

1350 

551 

199 

5066  4677  6154*          2170 

',  A  true  Copy 

(signed)  Bellomont. 

—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.  iv.  420. 

Tin-:  CONSISTORY  OF  THE  DUTCH  CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK  TO  THE 

CONSISTORY  OF  THE  DUTCH  CHURCH  OF  LONDON,   Nov.    19, 

1C98,  K  S. 

Acts  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  New  York ;  Oct.  27- 
Xov.  19,  1G98,  N.  S. 

To  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons,  of  the  Rev.  Consistory 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  London. —  Minutes  of  our 
Ecclesiastical  transactions,  after  having  made  choice  of  a  second 
Minister,  as  well  as  of  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-masters  for 
(.ur  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  New  York,  which 
have  occurred  since  Oct.  27,  1098. 

A  Consistory  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  27,  1098,  for  the  choice 
of  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-masters.  Having  called  on  the 
most  Holy  name  of  God  to  direct  us  in  the  choice  of  Elders,  Deacons 
JIIM!  Church-masters  for  our  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  there  were 
chosen  for  Elders,  Boell  Roeloffsen  and  Capt.  Jacobus  van  Cort- 
landt ;  for  Deacons,  Johannes  van  Giesen  and  David  Provoost,  Jr. ; 
and  for  Church-masters,  Col.  Charles  Lodewijck  and  Abraham 
Kip.  These,  according  to  custom,  appeared  in  our  Assembly, 
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and  were  rsked  it'  they  accepted  these  offices.  They  stated  that 
they  did.  In  token  of  our  approbation  they  were  then  welcomed 
with  handshakings  and  good  wishes,  and  their  names  were'  to  lie 
published  on  the  following  Sunday. 

A  protest  without  date  was  then  handed  in  against  our  call  of 
a  second  Minister  for  our  Church,  and  against  the  choice  of  a  cer 
tain  Elder  and  the  Church-masters,  by  .Mr.  Samuel  Staets,  Jo 
hannes  de  Peijster  and  Dr.  Job.  Kerfhijl. 

The.  Protest. 

To  Rev.  Henry  Solyns,  the  Protestant  Minister,  and  to  the  other 
members  of  the  Consistory  of  this  City: 

We,  the  underwritten,  for  ourselves,  and  for  the  larger  part  of 
the  members  of  this  congregation,  with  all  becoming  submission, 
do  show  (as  follows:) 

Whereas,  we,  during1  the  last  year  upon  our  respectful  request 
and  repeated  friendly  demands,  could  not  obtain  the  opportunity 
to  be  heard  in  the  presence  of  the  old  Consistory,  as  to  what  we 
bad  to  sav;  but,  notwithstanding  our  efforts,  Domine  Selyns  and 
six  members  of  his  Consistory,  took  it  upon  themselves  to  call  a 
second  Mini.-tor,  without  calling  together  for  consultation,  as  had 
always  been  the  custom  heretofore,  the  old  Consistory  and  princi 
pal  members  of  the  Church,  because  of  an  a  Hedged  clause  in  their 
Charter;  — 

Therefore  we  felt  compelled  to  address  ourselves  to  his  Excel 
lency,  my  lord,  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  (  Millort  de  Grave  van  llello- 
mondt, )  our  Governor,  with  a  circumstantial  petition,  stating,  that 
we  did  not  intend  to  impose  our  Ecclesiastical  business  on  his  Ex 
cellency;  but  we  did  this,  that  he,  by  hi-  interposition,  might  hinder 
and  prevent  this  quarrel  of  ours  from  becoming  any  worse;  other 
wise  we  should  be  compelled  to  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Thereupon  his  Excellency  promised  to  tender  us  a  helping  band, 
but  on  account  of  a  painful  illness  coming  upon  him,  this  was  pre 
vented.  Meanwhile  it  came  to  pass  that  a  couple  of  ships  were 
ready  to  depart,  and  to  carry  this  letter-of-call  to  Holland,  without 
80 
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any  notice  bring  given  thereof  as  was  usual,  to  his  Excellency. 
Therefor^  his  Excellency  gave  orders  to  write  in  his  name  to  the 
Rev.  Classis,  as  we  now  do  by  these  ships,  and  by  other  means,  that 
the  Rev.  Classis  would  be  kind  enough  not  to  proceed  with  this 
hasty  call,  but  would  await  a  communication  from  his  Excellency, 
with  ours;  for  his  Excellency  would  undoubtedly  write  to  the  Rev^ 
Classis  by  the.  ship,  of  war,  the  Detford,  which  was  shortly  to  sail 
from  Boston  to  England.  This  would  certainly  occur  at  a  very 
early  day. 

Meantime  Domine  Sclyns  and  some  of  his  elders  made  another 
blunder.  Two  persons  were  to  be  elected  to  the  elders  office,  but 
the  votes  came  out  a  tie.  According  to  ancient  custom,  the  lot 
ought  to  htive  decided  which  of  these  was  chosen  for  elder;  but 
instead  of  doing  that,  Domino  Selyns,  by  a  new  rule,  as  alledged, 
declared  that  it  fell  to  him  to  decide  between  them,  which  he  ac 
cordingly  did.  We  have,  indeed,  nothing  to  say  against  either  of 
these  two  men,  although  by  this  act,  Domine  Selyns  proclaims 
otherwise.  Therefore  we  all  protested  against  this  improper  course 
of  procedure,  and  we  demanded  that  the  lot  should  be  employed  in 
this  case,  or  otherwise  wo  would  not  recognize  the  elder,  as  such, 
when  his  name  was  published. 

The  second  error  was  made  thus:  two  persons  were  appointed 
as  Church-masters,  who  were  chosen  bv  the  old  Church-masters 
together  with  the  Consistorv,  contrarv  to  the  express  and  evident 
words  of  the  Charter.  These  men,  therefore,  we  neither  can  nor 
will  recognize  as  Church-masters.  We  therefore  requested  that  we 
might  be  heard  in  the  Consistory  without  delay,  in  order  there  to 
present  our  objections,  before  a  second  publication  of  these  persons 
should  be  made  from  the  pulpit,  in  order  that  all  scandals  and 
alienations  —  which,  all  too  many,  may  (iod  forbid  in  his  Church 
-might  be  hindered.  Doing  these  things,  etc.,  etc. 

Signed  by,  Samuel  Staets 

Johannes  de  Peyster 
Johannes  Kerfbijl 

Written  by  the  hand  of  Dr.  Kerfbijl. 
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Advice   taken    from    the    Minister   and    (  '<m-i>tnry   of  the    French 
Chu.vh  of  tlii-  Citv;  dated    N'ew   York,    N«'V.    10,    KWS. 


Advice  !i,-:s  been  asked  of  this  meeting  regard  inir  disagreements 
which  hav"  oeeiirred  between  tin-  Consistory  ainl  certain  private 
members  of  the  I  );itch  Church  here,  regard  inn  the  call  of  a  min- 
i>ter,  (  leeracr),  made  according  to  rhe  regular  form,  an<l  the  nomi 
nation  of  a  certain  elder  bv  a  majority  of  votes.  This  latter  was 
done  under  siieh  circumstances  as  these:  The  Minister  presiding, 
by  a  second  vote  made  the  decision,  as  hi>  Reverence  had  often  done 
before,  without  anv  opposition;  but  these  eireninstanees  excited 
some  opposition,  not.  onlv  that  concerning  the  call  of  a  Minister, 
but  that  also  concerning  the  nomination  of  an  elder.  These  private 
parties  then  desired  to  be  heard,  ami  to  be  permitted  to  brim;  for 
ward  their  reasons  against  t.he-e  proceedings  "f  the  Consistory, 
as  to  the  actual  call  of  the  said  Minister,  as  well  as  the  reception 
of  the  said  elder. 

This  (French)  Assemhlv  gives  the  following  advice:  In  refer 
ence  to  the  call  of  a  Minister,  the  Dutch  Church  already  some 
months  ago  wrote  to  the  ( 'la<-i-  of  Amsterdam,  according  to  t.heir 
action  then  taken.  It  is  therefore  now  no  time  to  pav  anv  atten 
tion  to  further  opposition.  The  whole  disagreement  now  belongs 
to  the  decision  of  the  >aid  Classis,  f,»  which  the  opponents  may 
address  themselves,  if  it  seem-  proper  -(>  to  do. 

in  regard  to  the  nominal  inn  nf  t  he  elder,  above  mentioned :  Tin1, 
opponents  should  be  heard  bv  the  Consistorv  of  said  Church  on 
every  point  thev  have  to  offer,  that  their  p-i-on-  may  be  investi 
gated  and  pondered.  If  these  a  re  found  right  and  reasonable,  the 
nomination  is  to  lxi  regard  CM]  as  null;  bu:  if  the  nomination  is 
found  to  have  been  made  regnlarlv,  the  eld'-r  nominated  should 
he  received. 
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Done  in  our  Consistory,  by  the  Minister  arid  elders  of  the  French 
Church  in  New  York,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1698. 

Signed  by  A.  Pioret,  Minister. 

Elias  Boudinoth,        "j 

Gabriel  le  Bouteux, 

{c  Elders. 
Poul  Droiljet,  j 

Jean  Barberie. 

CHURCH  or  NEW  YORK. 

Consistory  Meeting-,  held  in  the  presence  of  the  old  and  present 
elders  and  deacons,  at  New  York,  11  Nov.  169S. 

After  invoking  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  it  was  made  known  to 
the  old  and  present  Consistory,  that  a  certain  Protest,  without  date 
had  been  handed  in,  against  the  Call  made  by  us,  and  in  reference 
to  some  other  matters,  by  Messrs.  Samuel  Staats,  Johannes  de  Peij- 
ster  and  Dr.  Johannes  Kerfbijl.  These  were  also  requested  to  be 
present  on  account  of  their  Protest. 

It  was  thought  best  that  the  said  Protest  should  be  first  read  and 
well  understood  before  the  said  protesting  gentlemen  should  be 
admitted.  When  they  came  in,  the  Protest  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  they  were  then  asked  what  their  Honors'  grievances  were 
against  our  Call,  or  other  things.  They  were  allowed  to  speak  as 
long  time  as  they  wished,  and  their  Reverences  would  listen  to  them 
moet  kindly. 

They  gave  answer  that  they  had  written  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  about  the  Call  already  made,  and  that  was  done  with. 
But  they  did  object  against  the  manner  of  the  choice  of  a  certain 
elder,  and  of  the  Church-masters,  and  they  requested  on  these  mat 
ters,  to  be  heard  only  by  the  ruling  Consistory.  Upon  their  with 
drawing,  it  was  promised  to  their  Honors',  that  they  would  inform 
them  on  this  matter  either  by  a  verbal  report  or  by  a  written  com 
munication. 

The  Rev.  Consistory,  weighing  this  matter  well,  and  aiming  at 
nothing  else  than  the  peace  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  determined, 
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in  order  to  neglect  nothing  for  tin*  sake  of  jx-acc,  to  consider  and 
to  answer  everything  which  might  be  brought  forward  in  the  said 
Protest, 

This  was  found  to  consist  of  four  particulars,  viz. : 

1.  That  they  had  frequently  requested  a  hearing  in  the  presence 
of  the  old  Consistorv,  but  they  had  not  succeeded. 

2.  Concerning  the  Call  of  a  second  Minister,  without  the  calling 
of  a  meeting  of  the  old  ( 'onsistory  and  the  principal  members  of 
the  Church. 

3.  Concerning  the  elcvtion  of  an  elder. 

4.  Concerning  the  appointment  of  Church-master  by  the  "  Con- 
sistorv  and  Church-masters  ". 

We  express  the.  wish  that  these  Protestors  had  allowed  us  and 
themselves  to  have  lived  in  peace.  Nevertheless,  for  their  satisfac 
tion,  and  to  establish  a  basis  in  general  love  for  the  peace  of  the 
Church,  they  shall  lie  kindly  and  peacefully  answered. 

1.  In  the.  first  place  it  may  be  proved,  out  of  our  Minute's  and 
Church  appointments,  that  these  gentlemen  have  been  already  heard 
more  than  once,  and  that  we  have  complained  and  must  still  com 
plain,  that  all  this  mi-chief  must  be  a-cribed  to  their  Honors.     For, 
wirh  all  re.-pect  to  them,  that  our  papers  and  subscriptions  for  a 
seeond  Minister  were  withheld  and  never  delivered   up,   in  opposi 
tion  to  tli<-  wishes  of  the  Consistory,  must  be  ascriltoci  to  them. 

2.  In  reference  to  the  second  point:     After  we  had  called  upon 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  and  after  full  eonnderation,  and  with  sub 
scriptions  from  all  the  principal  heads  of  families  and  of  members 
of  our  <  'hurcli,  and  a-rveably  to  our  <  'barter  and  the  Dutch  Church 
Order,  we  sent  our  <  'all,  with  circular  lett'-rs,  acc-.rding  to  custom, 
to  all  the-l)utr!i  (  'huivhe-i  of  this  Province.     Thi-e.  with  the  excep 
tion   of    Kin_r-ton,    approved    it,    and    declared    it    praiseworthy    in 
(verv  respect.     TtH-e  an-wers  wen-  siirm-d  by  the  Rev.    Minister*, 
Klders  and   Deacons  of  the  Churches 

Chencirhtadv  (  Seheiierta.lv  ),  Midwont,  Amesfo«>rt,  Hreurkelcn, 
Tijtrecht  (Ttreeht).  I'eriren  and  Harlem.  Withoutcountingour 
<nvn  Con^istorv,  thes"  names  amoiinted  to  forty  one  ecclesiastical 
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persons,  (church-officials).  But  lost  anything  more  might  he  de- 
sirahle  in  reference  to  this  Call,  the  old  and  present  Consistory 
were  called  together,  and  were  requested  to  revise  it,  to  see  if  any 
thing  more  could  he  done1.  They  unanimously,  nernine  contradi- 
cente,  approved  it  and  signed  it. 

3.  On  the  third  point  —  what  belongs  to  the  choice  of  an  elder: 
When  the  votes  are  a  tie  for  this  office,  the  deciding  vote  has  most 
frequently,  here,  been  given  by  the  deciding  officer.     Especially 
(as  an  example)  when  Air.   Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel,  and 
one  of  the  Council  of  His  Royal  Majesty  was  chosen  to  this  office, 
it  was  without  opposition   (to  such  a  casting  vote).     This  is  also 
customary  in  all  civil  military,  Consistorial,  Classical  and  Synodi- 
cal  meetings,  without  any  obligation  to  resort  to  the  lot.     When 
the  question  was  put,  it  was  thus  understood  and  determined  by 
five  of  our  ruling  Consistory  against  three  doubtful  votes;  and  by 
six  of  the  old  Consistory,  against  one. 

4.  The  last  point  is  but  a  trifle,  and  in  times  of  peace.,   (lit.  of 
love),  there  would  be  no  dispute  about  such  a  matter,  viz.,  whether 
our  Church-masters  should   be  chosen   by   the  Consistory   in   con 
junction  with  the  (former)   Church-masters.     The  cabbage  is  not 
worth   the  gravy.      (It   is  not    worth   talking  about).      When  our 
Church  was  to  he  built,  and  building  masters  were  to  be  chosen, 
(since  called  Church-masters)  the  lion.  Church-master  Frederick 
Flipsen   (Philipsen)   voted   with  the  Consistory.      The  Consistory 
and  Church-masters  together  vote  for  Church-masters  at  Midwout 
Their  office  draws  no  salary,  and  the  persons  (holding  it)  are  there 
fore  the  more  honorable.     The  greater  number  of  our  ruling  Con 
sistory  arc  also  of  this  opinion.      If  there  should  be  another   (de 
novo)    election,   the   verv   same   persons  would   be  elected.      There 
were  none  of  tin   old  Consistory  who  were  against  this  plan,  except 
a  solitary  one,  and   lie  was  not    willing  to   vote  either  way.      We 
have  determined  thi«.t  our  usual  method  shall  continue. 

The  meeting,  therefore,  always  anxious  for  peace,  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  protesting  gentlemen  named  above  should  herein  find 
full  satisfaction.  We  also  offered  to  them  the  riii'ht  hand  of  fellow- 
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ship  (lit.  brotherhood),  that  tin-  breaches  miirht  be  healed,  and 
God's  Church  more  irreatly  r-tren^thrned  ami  built  up,  and  thai, 
as  it  was  a  lew  year.s  aLr".  we  all  miLrht  come  together,  as  with  one 
heart  and  one  soul,  to  the  Lord's  house,  and  the  Supper  of  tin- 
Lord. 

Finally,  it  was  found  «ro:»d  and  determined  that  a  ropy  of  the-o 
transactions  and  resolutions  should  on  the  morrow  he  handed  to  the 
ahovcincntioned  protesting  gentlemen,  to  discover  whether,  hv  such 
means  they  could  he  persuaded  to  irreater  brother! v  love  and  peace. 

I  lendricus  Se] vns. 
Minister  of  the   hutch  Church  at    New  York. 

A  true  copy. 

SKCOXD  PROTKST. 

A  Second  Protest  against  the  said  election,  made,  a-  IM  fore,  la 
the  heforrinentioncd  Messrs.  Samuel  Staat-,  .loh.  de  Peijster  and 
Dr.  Johanm  -  Kerfhijl,  wa-  handed  in  on  Nov.  IL\  Id'.is,  (as  f<>] 
lows  : ) 

To  the  Rev.   Ilenricus  Selvns.  Mini-t<r.  and  to  the  other  inomher* 

of  the  (  'onsistory  of  this  <  'it y. 

\\'e,  the  undei^iii'iK  d,  herewith  |»r<  te-t  against  the  very  unreasoi,- 
ahh  and  unbecoming;  conduct  of  Domiin-  Selyns.  We  sought,  in 
our  lormer  jn-t.it  i<»n,  to  he  In  ard  h\'  hi-  K'<  \'ei'ence  and  the  Rev. 
Corisistorv,  anK.iiii'  the  numbers  of  which,  we  helieve  and  are  sun-, 
that  the  majority  of  them  are  men  who  love  eoiiity  and  peace.  Of 
this  Domine  Selvns  is  al-o  hiniM-lf  certain.  And  we  doubt  ii"t  but 
that,  if  we  could  have  made  ,  uj-  proj,.-:'U  to  the  ..aid  Conn-tory, 
we  could  have  presented  >uch  plan-  and  expedient-,  that  these  dis 
putes  could  have  been  at  le;i-t  to  a  considerable  deirree  adjusted 
and  >ettled.  Hut  in-tead.<f  d-in-  thu-.  p.'min.-  Selyn-  call-  in 
the  old  Consistory,  before  whicli  we  did  not  de-in  to  b.-  heard 
until  the  proper  time  mi-ht  come;  and  he  did  thi-  only  to  carry 
his  mensures  hv  a  majority  of  votes,  our  adversaries  hein«:  am-.n^ 
them,  (the  old  Consistory),  and  thi^  appear  to  have  acted  (not) 
ille«rallv.  l!v  such  mean-  he  furth-  r  ntii^lit  to  hoodwink,  yea.  to 
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deceive  the  Rev.  Classis.  Against  such  an  abominable  way  of  act 
ing,  we  complain  and  protest  with  grief ;  and  especially  because 
it  was  promised  only  last  evening  by  Domine  Selyns,  that  a  written 
answer  to  the  two  last  points  of  our  request  should  be  sent, —  the 
former  that  it  might  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  But  it  was  sent 
to  us  only  on  Saturday  evening,  so  that  we  should  have  no  time 
to  answer,  before  that  the  publication  would  be  made  the  following 
(Sunday)  morning.  And  we  then  received,  instead  of  a  satis 
factory  answer,  a  communication  full  of  falsehoods,  misrepresenta 
tions  and  pretensions  of  peace,  while,  meantime,  not  the  least 
satisfaction  was  given  to  our  request.  We,  therefore,  now  perceive 
that  it  is  impossible  that  either  we  ourselves  or  the  congregation 
can  ever  obtain  anything  of  Domine  Selyns,  toward  the  securement 
of  peace.  We  are  therefore  under  the  necessity  to  let  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  know  the  unendurable  bossiness  and  tyranny  of 
Domine  Selyns,  together  with  our  other  complaints,  and  the  treat 
ment  we  have  received;  for  the  Classis  is  our  competent  Judge; 
and  to  show  that  the  gravy  is  indeed  worth  the  cabbage  (That  it  is 
very  much  worth  talking  about.)* 

(Signed  by)  Samuel  Staats, 

Johannes  de  Peijster, 
Johannes  Kerfbijl. 
Xew  York,  Xov.  12,  1698. 

Xote :  It  was  indeed  promised  on  Friday  night  that  the  report 
should  be  sent  the  next  day.  This  was  done  by  sending  it  on 
Saturday,  before  the  evening.  Tt  was  not  possible  to  send  it 
earlier. 

Counter  certificates  and  testimonials,  by  individual  elders  and  the 
Ruling  Eldership,  and  other  persons  who  have  been  in  office, 
made  on  Xov.  19,  109S. 

Having  received  and  read  the  second  Protest  given  above,  and 
prepared  by  Vcs^rs.  Snmnc'l  Stp.ots,  Johannes  df  Peijster  and 

*  In  the  answer  of  the  Consistory,  before  given,  we  have  this  proverb  thus: 
"  De  kool  is  hef  zap  niet  wnert  ".  As  quoted  here  in  retort,  it  is:  "  Het  sop  de 
kool  wel  deegeiljck  waert  is."  Compare — "The  game  is  not  worth  the  candle." 
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Dr.  John  Kerfbijl,  dated  tin-  li'tli  of  November  past,  against  the 
Rev.  Consistory  of  our  Dutch  ('Inin-h,  «T  airainst  Henricus  Selyus 
our  mini-ter  and  teacher,  hut  more  especially  airainst  liiin  than 
against  our.-elvcs  and  cur  ( 'oii-istorial  resolut  ions :  then-fore,  we, 
as  well  as  all  those  WHO  have  been  pre-ent  durinir  these  occurrences, 
do  declare  and  protest,  that  we  arc  deeply  urieved.  and  are  under 
obligations,  in  the  interests  of  truth,  to  declare  those  things  "f 
which  we  are  sure.  And  we  sav  that  whatsoever  was  done  or 
resolved  on,  in  our  last  meetini:,  date  as  above,  (Nov.  11,  H'>!^.| 
is  truth,  without  any  prevarication. 

Moreover,  what  we  have  done  in  behalf  of  the  Church  of  God, 
is  known  to  God  and  to  the  MCSM-S.  Protesters,  and  to  the  e«-n- 
gregati»ri  '•>  and  it  remain-1  with  his  Roval  Majesty,  (William  III.  I, 
and  with  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  pive  judgement  concern 
ing  it.  \\'e  also  complain  that  our  teacher  is  charged  with  unen 
durable  hossiness  and  tyranny,  but  we  testify  that  we  found  it  -o ; 
but  that  evervthini;'  was  done  bv  consultation,  ami  advice  was 
received  from  the  Consistory.  Other  matters  t^uehed  upon  in  this 
Protest  ai-f  not  worthy  of  beiiiir  answered,  except  this  one:  That 
we  and  our  Teacher  should  have  hoodwinked,  yea,  r-hould  have 
deceived  the  Rev.  Classis.  Thi-  is  too  fal-e,  and  would  better 
have  been  omitted  than  written.  We  pray  <>"d  to  forgive  them 
this,;  and  we  pray  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  esteem  us  as 

something  better  than  deceivers. 

Pieter    -lacob-n    Marius, 

.Johannes   Kip. 
Jan   Ilarberdinek, 

Theunis  de   Keij, 
.!.    V.  (  'ortlandt. 

lloele    KoeletT>, 

S.   V.  (  '<  r:lan«lt, 
P.  Paijard, 
Prandt  Scimyl'T. 
,Ia<-ob    Poelen-. 
Isaac  do  1*  < irest. 
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Compared  and  found  to  accord  with  the  original.  New  York, 
Dec.  10,  1698.  Henricus  Selyns,  Ecclesiastes  Neo-Ehoracensis. 
Done  at  New  York,  Nov.  It),  1698. 

From  Archives  of  the  London  Dutch  Church,  Austin  Friars  : 
Ecclesiae  Londina  —  Batavae  Archivum,  Vol.  in.,  Part  Second, 
pages  2710-2716. 

BELLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

1(«)S,    Nov.    12. 

The  second  thing  is  (which  I  shall  remark  to  your  Lordships)  some  of  the  sub 
scribers  of  the  flattering  addresse  from  the  people  at  Albany  (a  copy  whereof  I 
formerly  sent  your  Lordships)  wherein  they  applaud  his  (Fletcher's)  great  care  and 
Inimitable  conduct  in  preserving  the  frontiers  from  the  enemy,  owned  to  me  in 
plain  termes  when  I  was  at  Albany,  that  they  were  heartily  ashamed  of  setting 
their  hands  to  so  lying  an  Address  which  they  said  they  were  prevailed  with  to 
doe,  partly  by  the  importunity  of  Mr.  Dellius  the  Dutch  Minister  and  the  dread  the 
said  minister  had  instilled  into  them  how  Colonel  Fletcher  would  revenge  it  upon 
them  if  they  refused  to  pay  him  that  complement  ..................... 

There  goes  also  with  this  a  copy  of  a  charter  granted  by  Colonel  Fletcher  to  the 
Dutch  Church  here,  which  I  think  very  extraordinary,  for  it  is  setting  up  a  petty 
Jurisdiction  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  government,  as  I  have  found  it  in  my  own 
experience;  for  being  told  that  Colonel  Fletcher  had  a  bribe  for  passing  this  charter, 
I  sent  to  the  Church-Masters  (so-called  by  the  Dutch)  which  I  suppose  are  equiva 
lent  to  our  Church-Wardens,  for  a  sight  of  their  Church-Hook,  wherein  I  was  told  I 
should  find  an  entry  made  of  the  said  bribe.  The  Church-Masters  said  they  could 
not  consent  to  my  seeing  the  book  till  they  had  spoken  to  the  minister  Mr.  Selynus; 
then  I  sent  them  to  Mr.  Selynus  to  desire  he  would  let  me  have  a  sight  of  it;  to 
which  he  returned  answer  he  could  not  do  it,  till  he  had  called  a  Consistory.  This 
behaviour  of  theirs  I  coufcsse  provoked  me,  and  I  did  resolve  to  have  a  sight  of  the 
book.',  tho'  I  should  send  a  constable  with  rny  warrant  to  bring  it  by  force;  but  I 
thought  it  best  to  try  fair  means,  and  I  sent  to  speak  with  Mr.  Selynus,  and  by 
speaking  him  fair,  I  did  prevail  to  see  the  Church-Book,  out  of  which  I  have  copied 
the  entry  of  the  said  present;  the  Charter  goes  (No.  8)  and  the  extract  out  of  the 
Church  -Hook  is  (No.  !)).  This  is  much  such  an  institution  as  Colonel  Fletcher  made 
yonder  at  West  Chester;  that  citty  consists  of  about  twenty  houses,  and  have 
greater  priviledges  than  any  town  in  America,  as  the  choosing  of  their  own  Mayor, 
and  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  the  like;  and  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants 
are  felons  upon  record.  A  copy  of  this  Charter  Mr.  Weaver  the  Agent  took  home 
with  him  to  show  your  Lordships.—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  4i><». 


THE  MINISTERS  AND  ELDKKS  OF  THE  DUTCH   CHURCH  OF 

YORK   TO   TILK   MINISTERS   AND   CONSISTORY   OK   THE   LONDON 
DUTCH  CHURCH,  Xov.  27,  161)8.     (  N.  S.) 

New  York,  Nov.  27,  1698. 
Sirs,  and  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus:  — 

From  (Mir  letter  <>!'  Oct.   IS,    (  KJDS),  you  can  see  what  wo  have 
d<ni!i,  ;st  the  n-iuc-r  of  our  <  ''r.ir;  -';,   towards  the.  call  of  a  second 
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minister  for  the  service  and  greater  Ix-nctit  of  our  Church.  Never 
theless  we  will  again  explain  everything  to  your  Reverences  and 
to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  With  us,  vour  Reverences 
will  be,  greatly  surprised  that  things  have  gone  with  us  as  they 
have.  The  gentlemen  who  brought  about  this  -tate  of  things,  it 
is  said,  have  written  to  your  Assembly  without  the  knowledge  of 
our  Consistory,  and  in  ridicule  of  our  ecclesiastical  election,  and, 
with  the.  exception  of  Kingston^  in  opposition  to  so  manv  appro 
bations  (as  we  have  received)  from  the  churches;  for  this  is  tho 
usual  method  with  us,  in  place  of  the  action  of  a  ('lassis;  (when 
there  is  no  Classis. )  In  that  way  we  secured  the  signatures  and 
approval  of  eight  Provincial  Dutch  Churches,  or  forty  one  ecclesi 
astical  persons,  to  our  Call.  Everything  was  done,  as  far  as  |>ossi- 
bhi,  ;:  'cording:  to  the  custom  and  Church-Order  of  the  Netherlands 
( 'hurclies. 

These  gentlemen,  few  in  number,  hardly  ten,  if  so  many,  advi>ed 
ci  :'tain  ones  to  sign  against  the  ('all,  or  to  contribute  towards  the 
same,  almost  nothing.  Manv  of  tlie<e  were  not  members.  Others 
were  excommunicated,  or  strangers  or  protane,  or  altogether  out 
side  of  our  Church.  All  this  was  done  in  support  ot  human 
passion. 

lint  we,  on  the  other  hand,  made  this  Call  in  the  fear  of  ( J"d 
and  for  the  best  welfare  of  the  Church. —  At  least  (their  x.eal) 
w.-.s  thus  judged,  bv  the  character  of  their  subscriptions. 

Thev  have  since  then  sought  to  injure  u-  with  his  Excellency, 
inv  lord,  the  Karl  of  U'-llomon:,  our  <  lovernor.  but  to  whom  we 
are  readv  to  manife-t  all  possible  honor,  and  to  show  obedience 
to  the  best  of  our  abilitv.  It  i-  proclaim!  d  that  \vh«-n  we  had  no 
charter,  we  did  moiv  than  the  French  elnirchfs.  Now,  priviledged 
under  tin-  Charier,  and  possessed  of  p,»\ver  to  call  one  or  more 
n.ini.'ters,  is  it  possible  that  we  cannot  do  this  except  with  the 
consent  of  ihe  .roveniment  (  Shall  thi>  call,  therefore,  pioiis  and 
praise\vorthv  as  it  is  in  every  re-pect,  be  interfere!  with  and 
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given  up  ?  Your  Reverences  will  please  to  inform  us  what  your 
Reverences  are  accustomed  to  do,  as  to  notifying  or  not  notifying 
(the  government.)  We  would  like  to  know  the  fact,  and  to  con 
form  to  your  ecclesiastical  customs.  If  any  one  ought  to  have 
been  notified,  after  we  had  received  the  Charter,  it  should  have 
been  the  Hon.  Col.  Fletcher,  who  was  then  Governor.  For  then, 
the  Call  having  been  decided  upon,  were  the  subscriptions  (for 
the  salary)  made  by  the  congregation,  which  these  same  gentle 
men  refused  to  deliver  to  the  Consistory.  Xow,  because  Quakers 
do  not  engage  pastors,  they  thus  chaffer  to  the  danger  of  smashing 
the  Charter  and  the  Church. 

It  is  too  bad  to  trouble  your  Reverences  with  so  many  com 
plaints  arid  unpleasant  grievances.  We  and  our  entire  congrega 
tion  thought  of  calling  our  second  minister  from  Holland.  These 
other  gentlemen,  who  had  also  sought  to  do  this  very  thing,  now 
had  contrary  notions,  and  tried  to  spoil  our  work,  laying  plans  to 
produce  an  open  rupture,  and  which  will  be  a  cause  of  trouble  for 
many  years  to  come.  They  not  bejng  inclined  to  maintain  peace 
with  us,  sought  to  hinder  and  frustrate  the  Call,  by  speaking 
against  the  choice  of  an  elder  and  the  church-masters,  although 
chosen  according  to  custom.  Our  votes  lay  between  Mr.  William 
Beekman  and  Captain  Jacobus  van  Cortlant.  Beekman  was  more 
than  seventy  years  old,  and  had  earnestly  sought  to  be  excused 
(from  serving.)  Cortlandt  was  younger,  and  he  had  been  fre 
quently  nominated  for  the  eldership.  The  decision  rested  with 
our  minister,  whether  lots  should  be  drawn,  or,  which  was  more 
usual,  the  choice  should  be  made  by  the  presiding  officer  by  a  cast 
ing  vote.  By  this  latter  means  Capt.  Kortlant  was  chosen,  and 
corning  within,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  whole  Consistory.  In  this 
same  way,  three  years  before,  the  Hon.  Col.  Kortlant  a  high  Coun 
sellor  of  his  Majesty,  was  chosen  for  elder,  and  Mr.  Isaac  de 
Rierner  for  deacon.  All  this  was  done  without  the  slightest  opposi 
tion.  Now  it  is  spoken  against,  and  the  Protests  are  enclosed  here 
with. 
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*What  relates  to  our  Church-masters,  chosen  jointly  by  the  Con 
sistory  and  the  (old)  Church-master?,  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
speak.  \\V  have  said  enough  in  our  ecclesiastical  defence,  and 
in  behalf  of  our  resolutions.  And  m,\v.  in  conclusion,  (lentlemen 
;:nd  Brothers  in  Christ  .lesus,  hehold,  how  these  men,  who  plav 
the  master  in  politics,  try  also  to  play  the  ma-irr  in  the  Church. 
They  aim  not  only  to  manage  the  Consistory,  but  that  through  the 
Church-masters,  everything  should  fall  into  their  hands  and  there 
remain  according  to  their  pleasure,  that  they  may  pav  the  min 
isters,  or  not,  as  they  please.  But  may  (iod  forbid  all  this.  To 
Him,  we  entrust  and  commend  voiir  Reverences  ])ersons  and 
Church,  and  may  He  upbuild  both  our  Churches.  Farewell. 
Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren  in  the  Lord, 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister. 

Johannes   Kip, 

flan  I [arberdinck,  , 

I)     i     i >     i   i*  i  1 4>  i  <  1 1  *  r  s . 

*oelc  Koelets, 


.1.  V.  Cortlandt.     J 


Document  4011,  in  "  Kcclesiae  Londono — Batava  Archivum;  or 
I  >'HMimcnts  in  the  Archives  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  London,  Vol. 
iii.  Second  Part,  pp.  L>7  1  U-L^IS. 

HEADS  OK  COMPLAINT  ACAI.NST  ('<>I.<»NKL  FI.KTCHKK. 

Heads  of  Complaints  relating  to  Col.  Fletcher's  conduct  In  the  Government  of 
Ni-w  Yorke:  delivered  to  him  at  the  Hoard  the  liHth  November.  <1»;'.»S>  and  an-  an 
follows. 


Tliat  Col.  Fletcher  did  during  his  Administration  grant  away  vast  tract*  of  land, 
uot  laid  out  l>.v  exact  measure  of  acrea  hut  computed  In  the  lump  !>y  miles,  without 
laying  any  obllgntlon  upon  the  grantees  to  Improve  the  name  or  taking  cnri*  to 
prosecut"  any  persons,  by  any  law  of  the  Province  f»r  the  non  Improvement 
thereof:  and  this  ullso  under  very  small  and  Inconsiderable  l^ult  Itents. 

That  some  of  the  said  grants  being  of  a  great  part  of  the  Mohack's  country 
(\vlthout  their  consent  duly  obtained)  did  tend  to  the  disobliging  • '  them  and  the 

•  My  the  side  of  this  paragraph,  there  Is  written  on  the  margin:  It  I*  proponed 
to  the  Hrethren,  whether,  by  an  ecclesiastical  address  to  his  Koyal  Majesty,  they 
may  not.  In  our  name,  petition  and  Mud  out  a  way.  to  settle  this  difficulty;  and 

that    full   power   may   he  given   us   that    the  calls   which    we   mak it    may   be   pre 

senteil  and  executed,  and  that  through  the  prudence  and  brotherly  love  of  your 
Reverences,  our  church  may  be  saved  from  factious,  and  that  In  place  of  unity 
-of  heart  and  soul  we  may  not  be  turned  upside  down. 
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exposing  the  frontiers  of  New  Yorke  to  the  attempts  of  the  French;  that  others 
and  particularly  those  of  some  part  of  the  King's  garden  and  a  farm  called  the 
King's  Farme,  did  take  away  much  of  the  necessary  conveniences  of  future 
Governours;  that  all  of  them  tended  to  obstruct  the  peopleiug  and  cultivating  of 
the  Country;  and  (there  being  now  no  land  left  fit  for  settlement)  they  have  taken 
away  from  his  Majesty  the  possibility  of  rewarding  for  the  future  with  guiftes 
of  land,  the  services  of  those  that  may  deserve  it,  either  in  warr  or  peace.—  Col. 
Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  433,  434. 


REV.   HENEICUS  SELYNS  TO  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  DEC. 

15,  1698. 

(Tli is  letter  is  considerably  mutilated  where  it  has  been  folded, 
but  it  has  been  mounted  on  fine  cambric.  The  lines  which 
have  been  rendered  illegible,  are  supplied  from  collateral  docu 
ments  bearing  on  the  same  subject.) 

New  York,  Dec.  15,  1G98. 

To  the  Very  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Sirs  and  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus : — 

Hitherto  we  have  been,  and  are  still,  yours,  and  desire  to  be 
yours,  and  ever  to  remain  so.  But  we  again  approach  you,  per 
chance  to  detain  arid  hinder  you  in  your  weighty  affairs,  and  to 
trouble  you  with  some  more  lines  and  a  few  more  documents.  We 
hope  that  our  letters  of  ".May  4  and  Sept.  14,  last,  (1698,)  have  duly 
arrived  and  been  delivered  to  your  Reverences.  They  were  sent 
in  duplicate,  with  an  Indian  Bible  (Eliot's)  and  a  list  of  sixty  five 
children,  who  have  recited  all  the  Psalms  without  missing,  on  the 
ships  of  skippers  (lacs  Gerritszeii  and  Van  Balen. 

You  have  also  learned  from  these  letters  that  we  have  done  all 
that  we  could  in  reference  to  the  call  of  a  second  minister  for  our 
Church  of  New  York.  We  would  have  been  very  happy,  [if  this 
could  have  been  done  without  having  produced  so  much  disturb 
ance  and  trouble,  but  we  are  forced,]  to  bring  before  the  Classis 
things  which  will  astonish  it,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  docu 
ments —  Nos.  14  and  16. 

There  are,  at  the  most,  only  eight  persons,  who  incited  others, 
and  who  still  continue  to  do  so,  endeavoring  to  frustrate  our  call 
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and  create  divisions.  This  i-  a  -ad  -fate  of  affairs,  and  it  grieves 
us  to  the  death.  We  have  then-lore  sought  encouragement  bv 
writing  to,  and  seeking  the  •  pinion  of  the  I  hitch  ( 'Inin-li  at  London 
[England];  and  especially  l>v  writing  to  our  greatly  beloved 
Assembly,  [the  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam  . 

We  have  accordingly  drawn  up,  as,  indeed,  we  were  under  obli 
gations  to  do,  a  full  account,  I  Au«r.  I'1.  H',!»7.—  Nov.  ID.  Kl!»] 
and  have  determined  to  send  it  over  and  place  it  on  the  table  of 
Classis.  This  includes  all  documents,  extracts  and  ecclesiastical 
resolutions;  protests  and  counter-certificates,  and  whatever  else 
properly  belongs  to  this  business;  and  we  make  also  the  earnest 
request  that  all  tilings  mav  he  fullv  considered  l>v  the  ('lassis; 
and  we  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  have  satisfaction,  and  be  able 
to  make  such  suggestions  as  shall  serve  for  our  peace. 

And  although  our  Church  now  stands  under  the  jurisdiction  <>f 
his  Koval  .Ma jest v  of  (ireat  Britain,  [William  111.]  nevertheless 
we  are  not  cut  off  from  the  Church  of  your  Reverences,  nor  from 
ecclesiastical  correspondence.  Kven  our  very  opponents,  as  ap 
pears  from  document  Xo.  is,  refer  themselves  to  the  judgement 
of  the  Classis,  as  their  competent  judge.  We  also,  as  well  as  they, 
will  accept  of  your  judgement  in  order  to  maintain  peace. 

Meant  inn-  the  Rev.  ('lassis  has  now  more  realms  than  formerly, 
especially  since  the  condition  of  our  Church  i>  so  very  deplorable, 
to  writ/-  to  his  Royal  Majesty  |  William  III  |  even  as  you  have 
already  written  to  the  Hon.  Deputies,  the  Messrs.  Westerhoft  and 
Smits  under  date  of  April  L'<>,  1<HM»  Hi'.**'],  in  order,  being  now 
better  informed,  to  communicate  to  his  .-aid  Majoty,  an  account 
of  these  matters,  and  to  explain  to  him  all  the  circumstances  as 
thev  are  at  present;  and  earnestly  to  petition  him,  in  this  second 
communication,  that  in  his  pity  for  u>,  he  would  use  his  Royal 
Authority  and  guardianship,  (SstvaganhO  that  we  might  bo 
brought  again  into  a  condition  of  Christian  l<»ve  and  peace. 

How  is  it  possible  that  any  one  could  have  thought  that  we  had 
hoodwinked  your  Reverences  and  deceived  you,  because  we  made 
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out  our  call  without  the  consent,  or  any  communication  with  my 
lord  Bellomont,  our  present  Governor?  and  that  for  such  reasons, 
they  should  have  tried  to  blacken  [denigreeren]  us  before  his 
Excellency,  in  order  simply  to  frustrate  our  call?  yea,  even  to 
[destroy]  our  individual  Church,  built  by  private  means,  as  it 
was,  and  chartered  by  a  special  charter,  so  that  we  were  made 
capable  of  holding  and  possessing  houses  and  lands;  of  receiving 
legacies;  of  calling  and  maintaining  and  paying  one  or  more  min 
isters;  for  we  are  now  qualified  to  do  all  this,  as  a  special  Cor 
poration. 

Our  opponents,  on  the  contrary,  seek  to  destroy;  to  subject  this 
our  Church,  to  the  [civil]  government  [and  patronage;  so  that  we 
should  possess  no  power  nor  right  to  call  and  support  our  own  min 
isters:]  but  all  these  privileges  are  now  ours,  through  the  benefit 
of  our  said  Charter.  [Nevertheless,  our  said  Governor  was  not 
offended  at  not  having  been  consulted  with  reference  to  the  said 
Call  (  ?)]  But  thus  they  sought  to  cast  odium  on  us. 

But  inasmuch  as  they  made  complaint  —  for  they  are  a  fret- 
some  people  —  concerning  the  choice  of  an  elder  by  a  casting  vote 
[of  the  Chairmen],  the  vote  being  a  tie;  and  also  complained  of 
the  choice  of  Churchmasters,  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  Consistory 
and  Churchmasters  —  but  we  fear  to  trouble  [schreumen — * 
Bchromen]  your  Reverences  with  such  trifles  and  bagatelles;  — 
nevertheless  we  do  it  in  order  to  help  our  church  unity,  [among 
the  members],  although  such  things  never  should  be  quarreled 
over  or  disputed  about. 

Xow  it  so  happened,  (Xo.  13,)  that,  after  these  gentlemen,  the 
Elders  and  Deacons  [just  elected]  were  called  in,  we  must  choose 
Churchmasters.  But  two  votes  having  been  in  doubt  about  the 
Eldership,  viz.,  between  Messrs.  William  Beekman,  Sr.,  and  Capt. 
, Jacobus  van  Cortlandt,  our  minister,  presiding  gave  his  casting 
vote  for  the  latter  [Van  Cortlandt]  ;  because  the  first,  [Beekman] 
was  old  and  feeble,  and  almost  refused  to  serve  the  last  time  [he 
was  elected,]  and  only  accepted  as  a  final  [term].  But,  on  the 
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contrary,   in    this  seeond    IM-   stood    rather  «>nlv   in   the 

nomination  of  th<i  Klder.-hip. 

It  happened,  (to  repeal  i,  that  a  person  who  was  alreadv  a 
Churchmastor,  was  chosen,  by  tin-  ( '"ii-i-t<>rv  and  ( 'hurchmasters 
(conjointly),  Now  ought  this  to  have  been  protested  anainst,  and 
thereby  dod  s  (  hureh  ti>  have,  li'-en  disquieted,  and  our  peace  to 
have  l)een  banished?  Kven  in  \\\i<  manner  ('<il.  Stephen  van  ( \>rt- 
landt,  for  elder,  and  I>aac  de  Riemer,  for  deacon,  were  chosen  f<ir 
several  successive  years.  hv  one  honorable  (  vereerende )  vote;  and 
would  any  one  deny  that  thu-  thev  \\vre  (biwfullv')  appointed? 
Thus  it  wa>  done  in  th<'  l.eii'inninjr.  and  was  the  custom  of  other 
churches.  That  thev  were  entitled  to  the  ot!ice  and  r»'^j>ert,  [is 
evident]  servinir  as  thev  did  without  any  oth*-r  eonipensation. 
And  are  not  such  even  more  \vorthv  to  vote  l>v  our  side,  although 
only  for  Chnrcliinasters,  (than  s«'me  others.)  doinir  it  inexf»en- 
sivelv  (in  connection  with)  the  election  <.f  eld«-rs  and  deacons? 
And  this  is  just  what  we  did  and  hav  d«-ne  for  the  better  unity 
and  peace  of  our  Church. 

It  is  asked  whether  we  have,  inderd.  d,,ne  all  this?  This  has 
all  been  done,  after  invoking  (toil's  name;  vi/.,  we  have  held  our 
church  meetings,  listened  to  friendly  requests,  adopted  resolutions, 
<riven  new  instructions,  secured  subscriptions  from  pious  members; 
obtained  ciirht  approbations  amoni:  our  Duteh  ehnrehes  (to  <»ur 
new  ('all),  and  secured  the  approbations  and  ratifications  ot  our 
old  and  ruling  Consistories;  and  have  al>o  done  whatever  else  wa* 
necessarv  for  the  jmrj»o-e  of  ^ettin^  a  -ecoiid  minister  here,  with 
out  regard  to  cost. 

The  request  is  whether  we,  or  our  mini-ier-  should  <  be  believed 
against)  eight  (members,)  after  (they  have  made  siieh  statements) 

as,    1,   that    thev   or   we   have   done    ( ~ )   that    we,   peace 

loving  persons,  as  we  are  fullv  persuaded,  have  (unjustly)  opposed 

them;    ',},  that  we  called  and  permitted  opponents in  our 

Consistory;    4,  that   we  had  de. -eived  ;be   Kev.  Cla>>      at    Ai.iMer- 
dam;    r».  that  we  had  einploye«l  m<>>t  unworthy  mea:;.-;    «'>,  that  wo 
81 


1282  ECCLESIASTICAL,  RECORDS 

1698 

had  presented  a  writing  full  of  falsehoods,  deceptions,  mid  mere 
pretences  of  peace;  and  finally,  (that)  our  preachers  were  (men) 
of  unendurable  bossiness  and  tyranny  in  the  churches. 

In  reference  to  those  item?  which  "belong  to  the  first 

articles:  we  declare  that  they  are  not  worthy  to  be  answered;  and 
in  reference  to  the  last  article  (we  can  only  say)  that  our  teacher 
does  not  act,  except  after  consultation  with,  and  the  approbation 
of  the  Consistory.  It  is  therefore  our  duty  to  defend  him  against 
these  most  wicked  slanders,  of  tyranny,  and  of  unendurable  bossi 
ness  in  the  Church.  And  we  also  beg  that  your  Reverences  will 
not  be  hoodwinked  by  irresponsible  men,  and  that  for  the  sake  of 
Christ,  you  will  do  those  things  for  us  which  are  in  harmony  wTith 
Christ;  so  that  our  Church-Ship,  kept  afloat  already  so  long,  and 
increased  in  her  membership  by  preaching  and  catechizing,  shall 
not  now  go  to  the  bottom. 

\Ve  commend  you  to  God  and  the  AVord  of  his  grace.  Proceed 
with  our  Call  for  a  second  minister,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  and 
be  assured  that  wre  will  ever  recognize  your  Reverences  and  be 
duly  grateful.  Valete. 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  servants  and  brethren  in  the  Lord, 

Henricus  Selyns,  Minister. 
Johannes  Kip, 

Jan  Ilarbending,  [  ,.,. 

Boele  Roeloffsen,  | 

Stephen  Van   Cortlandt,  J 

COLONEL   FLETCHER'S   ANSWER.  IN   PAIIT,   TO   THE   COMPLAINTS 

AGAINST  HIM. 

Dec.  24,   1G08. 


To  what  yo;;r  L< 
Garden  granted  aw; 
Colonel  Caleb  Ileatl 
wharfc  las  a  t  liing 
ward  nf  the  Stock; 
marke,  abui:t  urn-  h 
the  Council  appoint 


rdships  mention  in  particular  of  some  parts  of  the  King's 
y  I  thus  remember  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  109(5, 
cote  did  petition  that  he  might  have  liberty  to  erect  a  wood 
>f  publick  convenience*  on  a  wast  peice  «.f  ground  lying  west- 
dues  of  the  King's  (larden.  and  so  down  to  the  low  water 
;  mired  and  twenty  foot  in  front.  There  was  a  committee  of 
•d  to  survey  the  yriiund  and  upon  their  report  a  lease  was 


granted    him    for    forty    on<-   years   at    four   shillings    rent    and    one   shilling   quit-rent; 
1    never    saw    or    did    know    that    this    spott    was    reputed    any    part    of   the    King's 
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Garden,  or   that    it    <-,,uld   be  <,f   necessary   n*e   to  any   <  ;..\  rrnour.      I   am   sure  It   lay 
In  the  wast    I   found  as  to  in.-. 

For  tlu-  land  m.-nt  ioncd  call.-d  tli«-  Kind's  Farm.-  1  did  indeed  grant  a  lease  of 
tin-  same,  and  the  case  \\  as  tlm-.  When  Sir  Kdmund  Andros  was  th«-r«-  <  J<>\  ernour 
and  inanagi  d  fur  the  Ihike  of  York.,  he  granted  :i  lease  of  that  Fanm-  for  twenty 
years,  and  under  the  yearly  rent  of  sixty  bushels  of  wheat.  Tin-  term  ex  pi  ml  lu 
the  year  1»;'.»7.  I  was  offered  two  hundred  pounds  for  a  lease,  and  I  refused  it. 
But  inasmuch  as  a  church  was  then  building  for  the  Kngllsh  part  of  the  Colony 
and  of  which  it  was  destitute  before  my  time;  I  did,  for  encouragement  ,,f  that 
work*-  Kraut  a  lease  thereof  to  the  Church  Wardens;  ii  was  without  tine,  at  thf 
old  reserve^  rent,  and  only  for  seaven  years.  Mut  if  building  churches  be  a 
crime,  I  shall  take  warning  how  I  build  any  more.  I  will  only  add  that  as  I 
never  took  one  acre  of  the  land  for  myself  or  children,  so  had  I  i:--\er  any  reward 
for  any  that  was  granted.  —  Col.  I  iocs.  N.  V.  iv.  -54s. 
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KKIM.Y  m    Mi:.   WKAVKK  TO  Cm..   FI.I-TCIIKK'S  ANSWF.R. 

1<;<»S,  [  1  ('»!»(»]  Jan.  9. 

r  Attorny    (IcneraH's    Me        Ranslaers  grants. 

niorial  about  jirant-  of       Patents  of   King's    Farm 
land.  and  King's  Garden. 

_  i  The    plat    of    lands    and      Charter       of        Dutch 

Prooved   bv  :       ..          , 

lists    oi    grants:  (  nurcli. 

Mohacks,      Henry,      .!«•        No.  7,  referred  in  letter 
soph,     «V      Intorpre-  L' l.-t  of  (  )ctoher  1<IJ»S. 

I        tress's  deposit  inns: 

The  Plat  of  the  Privince,  and  the  li-t  of  tin-  lands  granted  by 
Col.  Fletdier,  will  demonstrate  that  it  i-  apparently  untrue  that 
almost  all  the  valuable  lands  of  New  Yorke  wei-e  granted  away 
before  his  entringon  that  government. 

It  is  likewise  incredible  that  (  '<ilonel  Fletcher  did  not  know  that 
the  grant  to  Colonel  Fleathcote  was  part  of  the  King's  garden; 
for  that  the  words  of  the  grant  are.  Part  of  (  )ur  (  larden. 

'I  he  deceit  used  hv  Mr.  Dellius,  in  the  grant  of  the  Mohacks 
lands,  i>  discovered,  in  the  dejMisitions  «>f  Henry  and  Joseph, 
Indians,  and  the  Interpretress,  all  Christians,  and  in  the  printed 
confc  rence  of  the  Indians  with  the  Marl  <>f  I  lelloiimnt. 

'\  he  king's  farm  was  leased  out  bv  (  'olonel  Fletcher,  even  when 
mv  Lord  Bellomont  was  kno\\u  to  be  on  his  vo\-age  for  New  Yorke; 
aa  most  of  the  other  great  grants  were,  after  the  Karl's  designation 
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to  the  government.  Colonel  Fletcher  assumes  the  glory  of  build 
ing  churches,  which  never  was  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime,  if  it  was 
true;  but  the  Church  of  Xe\v  Yorke  (Trinity)  was  not  built  by 
him,  but  by  a  contribution  of  severall,  even  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  Churches,  as  well  as  English;  and  an  allowance  of  one  hun 
dred  pounds  per  annum  given  to  an  English  "Minister  by  an  act  of 
the  country,  which  is  levied,  a  greater  part  of  it,  on  Dutch  and 
French  inhabitants.  Therefore  there  was  no  necessity  to  lease 
this  farm  to  the  Church  Wardens,  nor  to  call  this  lease  a  building 
of  churches,  and  make  that  the  pretence  of  hindring  a  succeeding 
Governour  from  the  beneficial  use  of  the  farme  for  the  con- 
venieney  of  his  family. 

Besides  Colonel  Fletcher  accepted  a  considerable  present  of 
plate  for  granting  a  Charter  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  that  City, 
as  appears  by  their  Church  Books. 

Colonel  Fletcher  saith  he  never  had  any  reward  for  grants  of 
lands,  but  common  report  at  Xew  Yorke  saith  otherwise;  and  par 
ticularly,  that  Captain  Evans  gave  one  hundred  pounds  for  his 
grant;  and  the  Earl  of  Bellomont's  letter  to  your  Lordships  of  the 
8th  of  November  1698,  speaks  of  two  or  three  grants  that  he  hath 
discovered  to  be  bought  after  such  a  rate,  that  Colonel  Fletcher 
may  be  supposed  to  have  gained  four  thousand  pounds  by  grants 
of  lands;  and  reserved  no  considerable  Quit-rents  to  the  King,  as 
appears  by  the  grants:  Xo  regard  was  had  to  the  great  quantitys 
of  land;  for  that  Mr.  Dellius  who  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  the 
Mohacks  land,  has,  in  lands  granted  to  him,  the  quantity  of  seven, 
hundred  thousand  acres. 

Colonel  Fletcher  lays  the  blame  of  all  defects  in  the  grants  on 
the  Attorny  Generall;  but  he  was  excluded  from  attending  the 
( Council  by  Colonel  Fletcher's  order,  and  seldom  any  reference 
made  to  him  on  petitions  for  grants  of  land,  (as  was  usuall  in  other 
Governour's  time),  but  had  positive  orders  to  draw  up  grants  of 
land  after  the  manner  the  Governour  commanded  him;  the  whole 
proceedings  of  which  lie  sets  forth  in  his  Memorial. —  Col.  Docs. 
X.  Y.  iv.  402-:}. 
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FURTJIKK  PKOCKKI>IN<JS  m   TIII-:  L<»i:ns  OF  TI:AI>F.  IN  TIIL  CASE  OF 

(  'OLONKL    Fl.K TCIiF.i;. 

Whitehall.    Jan.    L'4.    1(508/0. 

At   a   Meeting  of   His   Majesty's  ( 'oinmlssioncrs   fur  Trail*-  uuil   Plantations. 
Present         Farle  <.f   I'.ridge water  Mr.    P.Iathwayt 

Sir    riillip   Meadows  Mr.    Pollexfen 

Mr.    Hill. 

Next  were  produced  l>y  Mr.  Attimioy  tin-  depositions  of  Henry  and  Joseph,  two 
Christian  Indians  relating  t<.  the  (Jrant  «.f  the  Mohaeques  Land  t<.  Mr.  lulllus 
and  others,  the  beginning  of  which  was  reail:  Also  the  Karl  of  Hellomont's  Keport 
upon  that  matter  which  was  likewise  read. 

To  what  related  to  that  part  of  the  King's  (Jarden  lett  to  Colonel  Hcxthcote.  and 
the  Kind's  Farmc  leased  to  the  Church,  Sir  Thomas  Fowls  offered  the  same* 
answer  that  Colonel  Fletcher  has  given  in  writing.  Adding  that  some  part  of  !hut 
ground  was  taken  wrongfully  !>y  Colonel  Sloughter  and  afterwards  restored,  and 
In  evidence  thereof  he  produced  the  Minute<  of  the  Council  of  the  1st  and  L'nd 
September  Kl'.tl'  confirming  the  same.-- Col.  I»ucs.  N.  V.  iv.  471.  47:!.  47H. 


REPRESENTATION  OF  TIIK  I.oi;i»s  <>!    TKAHK  ON  THF.  ('HAK<;F.S 
ACJAINST  ('OLONKL  Fi  KT<  III-.K. 

Whitehall.    March  0,    1(108/0. 

The  Kith   and    1  Jth   Articles  arc: 

The  1,'ith  that  Colonel  Fletcher  did  during  his  administration  grant  away  vast 
tracts  of  land,  not  laid  out  by  exact  mea-un-s  of  acres,  but  computed  In  the  lump 
by  miles  without  laying  any  obligation  upon  th«-  grantees  t,.  improve  the  same  or 
taking  care  to  prosecute  any  persons,  by  any  law  of  the  Frovlnce  for  the  non 
Improvement  thereof:  and  this  also  under  very  small  and  Inconsiderable  Quit 
Rents. 

14th  That  some  of  the  said  grants  being  of  a  great  part  of  the  Mohacijuos 
country  (without  their  consent  duly  obtained)  did  tend  to  the  disobliging  of  them 
and  the  exposing  the  Frontiers  of  New  Vorke  to  the  attempts  ,,f  i  he  French;  that 
others  and  particularly  those  of  some  part  of  the  King's  Cardeii  and  a  farm 
called  the  King's  Farm  did  take  away  much  of  the  necessary  convenience  of  future 
(iov  ernoin .-.;  that  all  of  them  tended  to  obstruct  the  peopleing  and  Motivating  of 
the  Country;  and  there  being  no  land  left  tit  for  settlement)  they  have  taken  away 
from  his  Majesty  the  possibility  of  rewarding  for  the  future  with  gifts  of  land, 
the  serviees  of  those  that  may  deserve  it  in  war  or  pea«  e. 

In  answer  to  these  articles  Colonel  FI.  t.-her  hath  atlirmed  to  i:-  tin:'  he  did  not 
make  any  grants  of  Lands  whatsoever  without  the  advi.e  and  consent  of  the 
Council;  that  upon  the  making  of  all  such  grants  he  constantly  directed  warrants 
to  the  Sur-.oyoi  for  the  survey  thereof,  nut  that  the  said  Surveyor  was  negligent 
and  seldom  executed  them;  that  the  purchase  of  the  Mohae«|i]es  hmd  was  fairly 
made;  thai  he  thought  It  for  \otir  Majesty's  interest  the  same  should  be  so  pur 
chased  and  granted,  In  order  to  the  extending  of  the  Frontier*  of  that  Frovlnce; 
and  that  if  any  fault  were  committed  In  the  making  or  draughts  of  any  grants, 
the  Atturney  (Jcneral  of  the  Province  u  ho  drew  them  ought  to  be  most  account- 
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able  for  the  same.  In  reply  to  all  which  the  chief  things  that  have  been  offered 
unto  us  are,  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Province  was  discharged  by  Colonel 
Fletcher  from  attending  on  the  Council,  as  he  used  to  do  in  the  time  of  former 
Governours,  and  was  not  consulted  about  the  making  of  any  of  those  grants,  but 
only  directed  by  warrant  to  draw  them:  and  that  the  omission  to  make  surveys 
(supposing  as  Colonel  Fletcher  affirms  that  warrants  were  given  for  the  same) 
might  proceed  from  the  extent  of  those  grants,  together  with  the  difficulties  of 
tracing  over  such  uncultivated  places,  which  made  it  scarce  possible  that  the  said 
warrants  could  ever  be  executed;  Of  which  \ve  have  had  one  instance  from 
Captain  Evans  late  commander  of  your  Majesty's  ship  the  Richmond,  who  being 
produced  by  Colonel  Fletcher  to  give  us  information  concerning  a  grant  made  unto 
him  (which  we  find  to  be  reckoned  about  forty  miles  in  length  and  twenty  in 
breadth,  though  some  others  are  much  greater)  did  assure  us  that  the  survey 
thereof  was  begun  but  could  not  have  been  perfected  in  six  months'  time. 

Whereupon  we  humbly  offer  to  your  Majesty  that  though  it  was  left  to  Colonel 
Fletcher  by  his  instructions  to  make  as  large  purchase  of  land  as  he  could  from 
the  Indians  for  a  small  value;  yet  his  having  made  such  large  grants  of  lands  to 
single  persons,  without  due  caution  for  improvement,  was  not  for  your  Majesty's 
service,  nor  did  it  tend  to  the  settlement  of  those  parts.  For  which  reason  their 
Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  wrere  pleased  upon  our  forementioned  Representa 
tion  about  the  state  of  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  to  give  directions  to  the  Earl 
of  Bellomout  that  he  should  put  in  practice  all  methods  whatsoever  allowed  by  law 
for  the  breaking  and  annulling  those  exorbitant  irregular  and  unconditioned  grants. 
—  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  4S4. 


ACTS  OF  TIIK  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Call  to  Xe\v  York.  115!)!),  April  (Ith.  Appeared  before  Classis 
Lovinus  van  Schayck,  and  William  Banker,  natives  of  Now  York, 
and  at  present  merchants  here,  (in  Amsterdam.)  Tliev  gave 
notice,  that  on  account  of  the  declination  of  the  call  to  New  York 
which  had  been  extended  to  Rev.  Ilieronymns  Verdieren,  minister 
at  Bruynisse  in  Kast  Duyreland,  (Province  of  Zealand)  it  was  now 
necessary  to  look  ahont  for  another;  and  that  this  should  be  done 
as  soon  as  possible;  as  an  opportunity  of  transporting  a  minister 
thither  was  now  offering  itself.  The;  Assembly  was  of  the  opinion, 
from  the  reports  and  explanations  of  the  Dep.  ad  res  Maritimas, 
and  the  perusal  nf  letters,  that  the  calling  and  sending  of  a  minister 
(to  Xew  ^  erk  )  should  be  conducted  at  the  present  juncture  with 
the  greatest  care.  Tt  had  been  recommended  to  them  specifically 
and  only,  through  communications  with  the  said  Messrs.  Schayck 
niid  Ranker.  The  Assembly  therefore  decides  that  it  is  best  not 
to  be  in  haste  in  this  business,  but  to  wait  at  least  a  month.  Mean 
time,  if  possible,  a  capable  minister  and  one  of  a  pacific  disposition 
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should  be  -can-bed  f.,r.  T«»  this  end  the  Kev.  !  )ep.  a<l  res  Maritimas 
will  make  inquiries  unmiu^  the  other  Ch'.-ses,  by  a  brief  letter,  for 
a  capable  person,  and  hand  iti  extracts  from  the  letters  of  the 
contending  parties  in  XYw  Y'>rk.  at  the  next  meeting.  From 
those  the  diverse  opinions  of  the-e  parties  mav  lie  gathered. 
Therefrom  instructions  may  be  ii'iv«-n  to  the  (cho-en)  man,  of 
pacific  character,  in  order,  if  po.-sible,  to  <jueiich  the  disturbances 
which  have  arisen  there. —  viii.  :>0.%>» ;  xix.  254-. 

Dellhis  to  Repatriate.  l«;i»i»,  April  <'>th.  Rev.  Domino  J. 
Stre.so,  communicates  to  the  A>semi»!y  that  he  had  lieard  that.  Rev. 
Dellins,  on  account  of  some  unpleasantnesses,  wished  to  repatriate. 
He  deemed  that  it  would  not  lie  improper  to  dissuade  him  there 
from  l»v  a  brief  letter.  1  he  Assemblv  deems  it  entirely  advisable 
and  expedient  that  this  should  be  done  at  the  tirst  opportunity 
bv  the  Rev.  Dep.  ad  re-  Maritima>. —  viii.  )'<).'>  ;  xix.  '2~>. 

AcTS    (  >!•'    T!i  !•:    i  H.ITTl  KS. 

Meetini:  Iield  April  7.  lii'.c.i.  On  April  C.lh.  the  Deputaliad  res 
mariiimas.  ihe  Revs.  Kversdyk,  Srrcco,  IN-ii'ikius.  Aukema.  were 
continued  in  office,  bv  the  (  Ma.-si-.  The  Rev.  Streco  was  appointed 
President  and  Rev.  IVnnnkius,  <  'lerk. 

Rev.  Verdieren  has  declined  the  call  made  upon  him  to  Xew 
York.  letters  from  Xew  ^'ork  have  since  arrived,  expressing  tlie 
desire  (lit.  demand)  that  a  capable  minister  be  .-cut  thither. 

Kxtra--'    from  a  letter  from   Xew  York.   Dc«-emU-r   !•",   l»;;ls. 

1.  Rev.  Selyns  has  sent  :in  In-iian  Uil-le  (\Vilden  Dybel)  for 
the  Rev.  ri:i.->is  of  Aitistei-dam :  virh  a  list  of  sixty  iive  <  hildren 

wll'»   reeited   ail    the    I'.>a!!l!.-    V.'itliout    !i:i-.-illLr. 

L'.  Rev.  Seiyns  cMinplaincd  ihat  liis  peace  wa-  irrately  di-?urb<-d, 
inasmuch  a-  about  eivjit  p»-r-on>  i  as  ringleaders),  instigated  many 
other-,  an-!  the-e  together  .-oULi'ht  to  create  a  -chi-m,  and  tried 
to  fru-tra!«-  the  c;'ll  wliic'ii  had  been  made.  Therefore  thcv  we.ro 
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compelled  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  Classis,  in  an  accompanying 
actum,  all  the  documents,  protests  and  replies;  and  they  do  this, 
especially  because  his  own  side.  (Selyns's)  recognizes  the  Itev. 
Classis  as  their  competent  judge. 

3.  That  they  had  the  privilege  of  calling;  a   minister.     They 
were  qualified  thereto  by  their  incorporation  as  a  church;  but  that 
the  other  party  attempted  to  subordinate  the  church  to  the  civil 
government. 

4.  There  has  been  a  (brief  account?)  of  what  occurred  at  the 
election  of  an  elder  and  church-master:  but  there  is  a  fuller  account 
in  the  accompanying  Acta,  (minutes  and  papers.)     xxi.  '396. 

COUNCIL  JOURNAL. 

169!),     April     nth.     Bellomont,     Governor.       In     his     instruc 
tions  

You  are  with  the  assistance  of  the  Council  to  find  out  the  best 
means  to  facilitate  arid  encourage  the  conversion  of  Negroes  and 
Indians  to  the  Christian  religion.  Sent  down  to  the  Assembly  for 
their  consideration.  Council  Journal.  125. 

K.M;L  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

1099,  April  13. 

Some  people  at  Albany  are  jealous  that  Mr.  Dellius,  the  Dutch  minister  there, 
betrayed  us  when  he  went  with  Colonel  Schuyler  to  notitie  the  peace  to  the 
Governor  of  Canada;  and  1  confess  I  am  not  free  from  a  jealousie  myself,  when 
I  consider  how  extraordinary  desirous  he  was  to  be  sent  to  Canada:  in  the  next 
place  that  the  Governor  sent  afterwards  to  four  of  the  Five  Nations  to  offer  them 
peace,  hut  excluded  the  nation  of  Mohacks,  which  was  a  surprising  thing  to  all 
people  here,  and  never  known  to  be  done  by  the  French  before.  1  do  assure  your 
Lordships  thai  man  is  capable  of  any  mischief  whatsoever.  1  acquainted  you  after 
my  return  to  Albany  last  summer  of  his  circumventing  the  Mohacks,  and  what 
Impudent  lies  he  told  me  before  the  Magistrates  of  Albany.  Since  that,  my  Lieu 
tenant  Governor  bring  sent  by  me  to  Albany  to  watch  the  French  who  threatened 
to  make  an  invasion  on  our  Indians,  he  endeavoured  to  make  a  breach  between 
him  and  me;  and  invented  an  untruth  to  put  my  Lieutenant  Governor  out  with 
Borne  honest  men  at  Albany,  whom  he  had  a  pique  to,  as  my  Lieutenant  Governor's 
certificate  will  show,  which  goes  (.No.  9.),  and  which  he  found  out  Mr.  Dellius  had 
forg'd  in  prejudice  to  those  men.  lie  has  for  several  years  kept  a  correspondence 
with  the  .Jesuites  at  Canada,  which  gave  people  a  jealousie  he  was  popishly 
affected.  In  Captain  Leislcr's  time  there  was  a  letter  intercepted  from  a  French 
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Jesuit  at  Canada  to  a  Jesuit  that  was  on  n  mission  to  oar  Five  Na'ions.  The 
messenger  that  carryed  the  letter  had  an  Instruction  wherein  some  papers  were 
uientioned;  and  ''aptain  Leisler  thinking  it  lit  for  the  Klug's  service  to  have  a 
sight  of  tho.se  papers;  and  the  letter  ami  instructions  leading  him  to  believe  Mr. 
Dellius  was  privy  to  that  matter  and  knew  where  the  papers  were,  sent  to  him 
at  Albany  to  come  to  him  here  at  New  Yorke.  Mr.  D  -ilius  lied,  and  was  absent 
till  Leisler  was  made  a  prisoner  by  Colonel  Slaughter;  and  ;hen  he  had  the  courage 
to  appear  and  contribute  all  he  could,  with  Hayard  and  Nichols,  to  bring  Leisler 
and  Milbourne  to  their  unfortunate  end.  This  letter  of  the  Jesuits  I  was  very 
curious  to  see  and  made  mm-h  inquiry  after  it.  yet  could  not  ijei  a  sight  of  it: 
Severel  people  that  had  seen  it  recommending  it  to  me  as  a  very  suspicious  article 
against  Delllus.  At  last  I  ordered  it  to  be  sear.-hed  for  In  the  Secretary's  OtUce, 
and  being  there  found  it  was  brought  to  me.  I  send  your  Lordships  a  true  copy 
of  it  (No.  10.}  His  Dutch  name  is  Dell,  as  in  the  letter,  but  It  seems  In  the  schools 
in  Holland  'tis  the  custom  to  make  the  names  Latin,  at  least  of  those  that  arc 
bred  Divines;  therefore  he  goes  by  the  name  of  Delllus.  lie  Is  a  most  proud 
wicked  man.  and  so  contentious  that  he  has  divided  the  people  at  Albany  Into 
factions  and  parties,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  all  united.  A  man  of  his 
own  party,  that  Is.  of  the  contrary  party  to  Leisler,  and  u  dweller  at  Albany,  own'd 
to  me  that  Dellius  kept  up  divisions  among  the  people  there,  and  that  It  were 
happy  if  he  were  out  of  the  Province;  and  I  am  told  the  Assembly  intend,  for  the 
scandal!  of  his  life  and  his  fraud  to  the  Mohack  Indians,  to  expell  him  the  Province. 
He  has.  as  I  formerly  wrote  to  your  Lordships,  a  personal  hatred  to  the  King,  and 
has  spoke  very  reproachfully  of  his  Majesty;  till  my  going  to  Albany  he  never 
would  pray  for  King  William,  iaml  that  made  the  quarrel  between  Captain  Leisler 
and  hlmr,  but  because  lie  would  be  safe,  his  manner  was  always  In  the  pulpit  to 
pray  for  the  Crown  of  Kngland.  I  m;:st  bee  h-yvc  to  trouble  your  Lordships 
patience  with  an  instance  of  Dellius's  wickedness;  that  besides  w:iat  I  have  now 
in  this  letter  and  formerly  observed  to  your  Lordships  about  him.  «  onies  within 
my  knowledge.  The  present  Mayor  of  Albany  and  two  or  three  other  honest  im-u 
of  that  town  were  much  peck'd  at.  by  Dellius.  and  persecuted,  insomuch  as  he 
threatened  to  excommunicate  them,  vv  hereupon  they  forsook  his  church.  The 
Mayor  coming  here  to  York  told  me  this;  but  I  persuaded  him  at  his  return  to  be 
recum-iled  to  Deilius.  and  sine.-  there  was  no  other  minister,  to  go  and  hear  him 
preach.  Ace.)r,iin-iy  a-  |,js  return  to  Albany  In-  imployed  one  to  re.-om-li,.  Delllus 
to  him:  but  Deilius  *ent  him  word  by  tin-  third  per*on  so  Imployed  to  make  peace 
between  'em. —  'twas  in  vain  to  *ee|;  a  reconciliation  with  him.  and  so  refused 
absolutely.  1  can  prove  by  the  oaths  of  \e;-y  'Te.llbie  person*  several  iiirnoralltles 
of  his  life  as  drunkenness  and  tin-  like;  but  having  proved  enough  against  him 
already  I  will  forbear  troubling  your  Lordships  further  about  him;  and  should 
not  have  been  so  particular  com-crtiing  him  in  this  b-tter.  bur  that  I  understand 
ther>-  are  letters  new  iy  conn-  to  this  town  from  P.ayard  In  Kngland.  when-Ill  lie 

makes    the    faetio:i    her.-    believe    that     hi*    complaint*    against     im-    have    I n    very 

favourably  heard  by  your  Lordships;  that  Colom-l  Fletcher  upon  a  hearing  before 
your  i'.oard.  in  a'!*v\.-r  to  the  ae.-usal  ion*  1  s.-ui  over  against  him,  was  cleared, 
and  that  tln-ie  would  be  an  order  sent  to  :.:••  to  .  am-eil  the  bond  of  ten  thousand 
pound.-  vvhb-h  he  and  his  .•  entf"d  Into;  that  then-  was  a  petition  to  your 

Lord-hip*  again*!  m>-.  *lgm-,|  by  a  gre.it  number  .,f  mer<-Iiant*-  in  London,  and  that 
a  mini-ter  ua*  *em  by  the  riassis  of  Am*'erdam  to  complain  of  me  tor  my  111 
usage  of  Mr.  D'-lllus.  Thi*  ii.-w*  from  F.ay.ird  has  mm-h  h.-artm-d  th-  factloiiH 
people  hen-,  and  i  in-y  hope  i  he  Inter.--;  of  The  «'bis-ls  of  Divines  at  Amsterdam 
will  mine  my  lntm-st  at  ('«>u:t.  And  Mr.  Ve*.-v.  the  mini-ter  hen-,  h..*  told  me- 

he   has    I n    iii^-d    very    much    by    the   an^ry    people    here    omph.in    h.u.e   of    my 

design.-  in  vacating  i'olom-1  Fl. •flier's  lea*.-  to  the  ,-hureh  h-re.  of  the  <;...,  nior's 
demesne  call-d  the  King's  Farm;  ami  by  other  hands  I  am  tob!  they  propone  to 
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raise  a  storin  against  me  upon  this  very  account  and  to  imbroSl  me  with  the  Bishop 
of  London:  —  and  they  argue  thus;  Sir  Edmund  Andros  for  quarreling  with  Doctr. 
Blair  in  Virginia  brought  the  resentment  of  the  Bishop  of  London  and  the  Church 
(they  say)  on  his  head:  which  is  the  reason  he  has  lost  his  government:  and  by 
the  same  rule  they  would  get  me  recalled  by  making  this  a  church  quarrel.  But 
give  me  leave  to  informe  your  Lordships  rightly  of  this  matter.  Colonel  Fletcher 
would  never  part  with  this  farm  during  his  own  government;  until  November  '97. 
that  he  heard  for  certain  I  had  the  Kings  Commission  for  this  government,  and 
then  he  makes  this  lease  to  the  Church,  and  antedates  it  in  August;  so  that  his 
kiudnes  to  the  Church  was  to  be  at  his  successors  cost,  not  at  his  own.  Besides, 
Mr.  Attorney  Generall  assures  me  that  in  Colonel  Dongan's  time,  he,  to  make  his 
court  to  King  James,  desires  this  Farm  might  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  Jesuit  school:  but  King  James  (bigot  tho'  he  was)  refused,  saying  he  would 
not  have  his  Governors  deprived  of  their  conveniences.  As  to  Mr.  Bayard's 
complaint  against  me,  when  I  know  what  it  is,  I  doubt  not  to  answer  it  to  your 
Lordships  satisfaction  in  all  points.  And  as  to  the  petition  of  some  merchants  in 
London  against  me;  I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  they  ground  their  complaint,  or 
who  the  persons  are;  but  I  must  believe  there  must  be  something  personal  in  their 
prejudice  to  me.  I  know  there  is  a  sort  of  men  called  Jacobites  that  hate  me  for 
several  reasons,  and  one  is  because  I  do  not  love  them.  I  did  imagine  that  the 
suppressing  of  piracy  here  and  checking  unlawful  trade,  would  render  me  odious 
to  the  merchants  in  London;  but  so  long  as  I  walk  by  the  rule  of  the  law.  and 
have  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience  nothing  can  daunt  me;  and  when  the 
King  is  dissatistied  with  my  services  here,  I  obey  the  leajst  breath  of  a  command 
from  his  Majesty,  and  in  all  circumstances  will  preserve  a  steady  and  inviolable 
duty  for  his  Majesty's  person  and  government.  I  am  with  great  respect,  My 
Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  humble  and   obedient   servant. 


New   Yorke, 
April  the  Ktth 


Bellomout. 
Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   iv.  48S-490. 


Ci.Assis  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Ac'Ts  or  THE  l)i;i'i"fiKs  AND  THEIR.  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  (.'lassi.--  <>f  Amsterdam  to  Ixev.  Godefridns  Dellius,  pastor  at 
Xew  Albany.  (Xo  date  ;  but  between  December  101)8  and  April 
23,  1G90)  xxvii.  243. 

Sir:- 

The  Chassis  of  Amsterdam,  having  learned  that  you  \verc 
inclined  to  return  to  the  Fatherland  on  account  of  some  animosities 
which  have  arisen  ;  we  are  to  endeavor  to  persuade  yon,  by  letter, 
to  refrain  from  this  your  purpose,  if  it  be  at  all  possible. 

The  liev.  Classis  has  often  been  informed,  to  her  great  joy,  of 
your  untiring  diligence  and  your  unexampled  zeal  in  the  admin- 
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i.-tration  of  your  dutie-  ;ii  \c\v  Albany,  ami  what  great  results 
have  been  accomplished  there:  al-o,  thai  through  tin-  blessing  of 
the  Lord,  a  hirire  number  ha.-  b'-cn  brought  over  out  of  heathenism 
into  tin-  Kingdom  of  .!(-u-  Hiri-t.  Hence  the  ('las-is  fears  that 
your  sudden  departure  mav  cause  «:T«  at  ]nss  to  that  church. 

liev.  Sir,  wlial  can  ijve  greater  joy  to  a  servant  of  Jesus  ( 'hrist 
than  to  seo  that  his  labor  lias  not  heen  in  vain  in  the  Lord;  to  neo 
in  the  gardens  planted  by  hi-  own  hand  in  those  ends  of  the  earth, 
Mich  beautiful  fruit-trees  growing  up,  through  the  bles-ing  of  the 
Lord  ;  to  he  such  a  powerful  in-trument  in  (led'-  hand  to  plant  the 
heaven?-,  and  to  establish  the  earth.  Would  y.»u  now.  on  account 
(  f  a  few  animosities,  abandon  so  flourishing  a  church  '.  Shall  your 
too  early  departure  cause  this  irreat  enterprise  to  be  destroyed? 
The  departure  to  the  heavenly  land  seemed  pleasant  to  Paul,  but 
it.  was  necessary  for  the  sake  of  the  Philippians  that  lie  -hould  still 
remain,  and  he  therefore  remain*  d  that  lie  might  rejoice  with 

them.  Must  we  not.  pas-  throii^li  i: 1  report  and  evil  report; 

through  honor  and  dishonor^  What  wa-  not  laid  to  the  charge  of 
our  Savior  during  hi-  mini-trv'  How  were  the  Apo.-tle-  mal 
treated  f  What  foul  tongue-  .-hindered  the  R.  formers  i  Should 
ihov,  tnei'el'ore,  have  abated  their  labor.-.  <  r  have  abandoned  their 
churche-  '.  How  then,  would  it  have  hem  possible  for  the  Church 
Jo  have  extended  it-elf  s;i  widelv  a-  -he  ha-  <lone  '.  It  \vas  a  Very 
small  tiiin^  with  them  to  be  judged  of  man'.-  judgement  :  for  he  who 
alone  could  pn-perlv  jndiM  them  wa-  the  Lord.  They  renounced 
the  hidden  ihini:-  <>(  di-h<  -IK  -t\'  and  -ou^ht  bv  manifestation  ot  the 
ii-uth  to  approve  ihem-rlve-  to  the  consciences  of  all  men. 

Trulv  it  i-  \\fi-<loin  t<»  \vin  s<  ul-.  I5ut  ev<-ryone  i-  not  equally 
(]iialifi'd  thereto  at  every  place.  Hut  you  now  know  the  cu-toin 
of  tin  count  rv,  and  what  is  the  be-t  way  to  lead  the  people.  If 
another  >ln  ul«l  now  ii»  to  that  field,  the  work  which  ha-  so  far 
advanced  under  voii  would  retrograde.  And  oven  if  vou  -hould 
conn  to  the  Fatherland  and  n  main  there  without  any  work,  how 
often  would  the  ehup-h  of  New  Albanv  come  up  to  vour  lieart  ? 
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And  if  it  should  happen  that  at  your  departure  all  would  not  go 
right  there,  as  is  to  be  feared,  how  would  you  chide  yourself  a 
thousand  times  over  the  children,  begotten  by  you  through  the 
Gospel,  but  now  forsaken  by  you  ? 

So  then,  our  friendly  request  to  you  is  that  you  will  please 
change  your  mind  and  push  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  that 
field  with  new  purpose  of  heart,  setting  over  against  the  souls 
which  have  not  profited  by  your  ministry,  a  good  conscience.  So 
will  the  Rev.  Chassis  which  is  sorrowful  over  even  a  rumor  of  your 
return,  be  rejoiced  to  hear  that  you  have  concluded  to  remain  a 
while  longer  with  your  church.  We  pray  God  most  graciously  to 
bless  your  person  and  family,  and  to  overwhelm  them  with  all 
spiritual  and  bodily  gifts.  This  wish,  Sir,  In  the  Name  of  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Your  obedient  servants,  the  Deputati  ad  res  maritimas, 

Jacobus  Streso,  Eccles.  Amstelod.  et  deput.  ad 
res  marit.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Joh.  Benockius.,  deput.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Casparus   Auckema,   Eccles.   die  mensis,   Deput. 
ad  res  marit. 

(This  letter  did  not  reach  America  until  after  the  departure 
of  Dellius.  See  Letter  of  Classis  to  Church  of  Albany,  March, 
1700.) 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  TIIK   LORDS  OF  TRADK. 

Now    Yorke,    April    17.    1(509. 

I  must  quest  ion  whether  F  shall  he  able  to  got  an  Act  passed  in  this  Assembly 
to  break  all  the  foiv  mentioned  extravagant  grants  of  lands.  The  parties  con 
cerned  are  jealous  of  my  designe  and  are  now  endeavouring  to  preposesse  the 
members  of  the  Assembly  with  a  thousand  apprehensions  about  it;  bur  as  the 
Grantees  are  men  that  are  generally  much  hated  by  the  country  I  hope  I  may 


prevail  to  get  a  bill  passed  for  the  breaking 
will  try  to  break  the  rest  the  next:  and  tha 
Lords  Justices  of  England  in  their  letter  of  t 
nicely  observe  all  the  rules  and  conditions  n 
to  the  future  disposition  and  grant  of  lands. — 


>art  of  the  grants  this  Session,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the 
e  10th  of  last  November;  and  I  will 
itained  in  that  letter,  with  relation 
'ol.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  .IDG,  .",07. 
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Tin-;  CONSISTORY  OF  TIII;  ('HFR<  i:  AT  Avrwi  !:r  IN  THK   MATTKR 

OF   ItKV.     (JoHN)     Lvi'irs.    To    (O.\F.    OF    T  1 1  F.    DK1TTIKS    IN     IIol.- 
I.AM>  '.  )     Al'RIL    L'.*J,     1  «',!»!>. 

Very  dear  Sir : — 

It  was  with  great  surprise  and  to  our  special  sorrow  that  we 
learned  fr  un  certain  (lollans  (Oaulojs,  Walloon  ?)  gentlemen,  that 
those  dissensions  which  liave  for  nmio  months  past  existed  in  this 
church,  wire  used  to  the  injury  of  our  minister.  I5ut  although 
he  is  already  recommended  by  his  friends  to  a  much  larger  field, 
•we  consider  it  none  the  le.-<  one  of  our  duties,  hoides  many  others, 
Iiev.  Sir,  to  inform  the  Deputies  that  lie  was  not  in  any  way 
responsiliK-  for  tlies«-  ditliciilties.  On  the  other  hand  he  ever  showed 
great  {'version  to  strife  on  everv  occasion.  lie  al>o  endeavored 
at  every  proper  opportunity,  and  in  every  way  possihle,  to  hring 
those  disturbed  spirits  to  such  a  sense  of  the  evil  of  their  doings, 
and  with  such  irood  success,  that  even  before  last  autumn  these  dis 
putants  were  reconciled  with  one  another. 

Xow  therefore,  under  the  blessing  of  (Hod,  we  can  say  with 
])avid,  "  Hehold  how  <_rood  and  pleasant  it  is  to  see  brethren  dwell 
together  in  unitv  ".  We  onlv  u'ish  that  it  mi^ht  be  our  p»od  for 
tune  to  help  to  rule  this  Hock  for  many  years  to  come,  under  the 
guidance  of  ^uch  a  one  as  thi-  Rev.  (John  )  Lydius.  In  {ill  things 
he  has  conducted  himself  as  a  verv  faithful  and  active  servant  of 
Christ.  With  great  modesty  he  presents  to  u-<  the  Word  of  (Jod 
to  the  satisfaction  of  our  spiritual  hunger.  We  know,  indeed,  that 
he  mitrht  readilv  seek  and  obtain  much  more  desirable  settlements 
in  Holland:  but,  we  hope,  that  if  he  could  be  happy  here,  that  he. 
might  remain  lonirer  with  u-.  We  are  sure  that  you,  Sir,  through 
the.  ^Mes<rs.  Deputies,  could  contribute  much  to  this  end. 

Such  are  the  facts.  Rev.  Sir,  which  we  have  felt  it  our  dutv  to 
write  to  vou.  so  that  when  occasion  serves,  they  may  be  communi 
cated  to  tin-.  Deputies  of  North  Holland.  Meantime,  we  pray  the 
great  (Jod  to  crown  with  prosperity  and  success  the  State  of  Hoi- 
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land,  and  bestow  the  same  upon  all  those  who  render  so  many 
favors  and  acts  of  kindness  to  this  church  of  ours,  (here  at  Ant 
werp.)  We  remain, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Church  of  Mt.  Olivet, 

T.  Vander  Braken, 
J.  J.  de  Brass, 
Copje  van  der  Poorter, 

Alot.  Diaconder, 

C.  La  Fian  van  der  Braken. 
Antwerp, 

April  23,  1G99. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

ACTS  OF  TIIK  DKITTLKS  A:STD  THEIR  CORRESPONDENCE. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.   Henry  Selyns. 

April  213,  1G99. 

To  the  Reverend,   Pious,   Very   Learned,   ^\lr.    Ilenricus   Selyns, 

faithful  servant  of  Christ  in  his  congregation at 

Xew  York. 

Sir  and  Reverend  Brother: — 

We  have  received  your  letters  with  enclosures;  also  the  Indian 
Bible,  (Eliot's)  for  which  we  thank  yon.  We  see  thereby  what 
efforts  are  put  forth  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  May  God 
prosper  the  work  of  yourself  and  your  colleagues  on  your  island, 
that  the  kingdom  of  darkness  may  be  diminished,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Jesus  be  more  widely  extended.  We  also  learn  with  great 
gratification  of  the  youthful  scolars  in  your  church,  who  to  our 
astonishment  can  recite  so  many  of  the  Psalms,  and  even  long 
ones.  May  the  Lord  enable  them  to  grow  up  to  the  stature  of  the 
perfect  man,  and  also  make  them  like  oak  trees  of  righteousness. 

But  while  this  has  gladdened  us,  on  the  one  hand,  we  have  been 
greatly  grieved  to  learn  that  so  great  a  fire  of  contention  and  divi- 
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sion  has  broken  out  in  the  Church  of  New  York;  and  that  this 
occurs  even  at  this  time,  when  the  Reformed  Church  i:-.  every 
where  so  much  hunted  down,  attacked,  persecuted  and  diminished. 
How  much  better  would  it  he  to  cla-p  each  other's  hands  at  s.ueh  a 
time,  ;md,  a-  much  as  po-sihle,  to  drivr  hack  the  Philistine*  from 
the  walls  of  /ion.  P,m  if  we  U-irin  to  hite  and  devour  one  another, 
then  we  mu-r  expect  T.>  In-  cnu-u !<ied .  one  of  another.  Hut  what 
derision  does  this  excite  ainonir  "iir  enemies.  How  would  they  be 
overjoyed  to  M-e  «  ur  -word-  drawn  against  ourselves,  piercing  our 
own  hearts.  May  (i.»d  foririv"  tho-e,  who  have  given  cause  for 
such  a  conflagration:  for  a  tin-  can  he  more  easily  kindled  than 
extinguished.  \VoiiM  that  all  had  the  spirit  of  meekness,  to  hear 
with  one  another's  fault.-,  in  honor  preferring  one  another.  Great 
wisdom  i>  needed  for  the  winning  of  souls.  Paul  became  all  things 
to  all  rneu,  if  bv  anv  m<  an.>  he  miii'ht  win  some.  It  is  certainly  iar 
better  to  renounce  -..me  of  our  own  rights,  than  to  obstruct  tho 
gr<-at  work  of  edification. 

Your  Reverence  is  n«iw  an  aii'od  -eiwant.  ot  .Jesus  Christ,  who 
hitherto  has  acquitted  himself  commendahly  in  the  work  of  the. 
I,onl.  \Ve  have  no  fear-  that  voii  will  abate  vour  xeal  in  your 
advanced  vears.  Lo\'iiiLr  truth  and  peace,  may  you  .-till  endeavor  to 
heal  the  breach,  to  briiiix  airain  all  to  one  mind  that  they  may  live 
in  peace.  We  alr«<»  believe  that  the  di-atTected  brethren,  on  their 
part,  will  not  he-itate  to  accept,  with  eairerne-s  the  articles  of 
peace  pressed  upon  them  bv  vour  Reverence  with  so  much  earnest 
ness.  Our  hearts  will  leap  for  joy  when  we  hear,  that  the  wound 
is  healed;  that  the  conflagration  i.-  quenched;  and  that  you  are 
ngairi  united  in  the  unity  nf  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  bonds  <>f  peace. 
The  call  made  bv  \<-ur  (Vn-istory  upon  Domine  Verdieren  was 
nnniediatelv  conve\-«-d  t«>  him  with  a  persuasive*  letter  from  us. 
Although  at  tir-t  he  appeared  inclined  to  accept,  he  finally  declined 
it.  He  thanks  the  ('hun-h  "f  New  York  for  thur  ofTer.  and  the. 
('!a-.-is  for  her  trouble.  \\V  ha\'e  ever  -ince  earnestly  endeavoretl 
to  find  a  man,  who  in  the  present  juncture  of  affairs,  might,  be 
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able,  to  fill  that  position.  Several  licentiates  offered  themselves, 
but  the  Classis  judged,  that  it  would  be  better,  to  send  a  minister 
of  some  experience.  Although  we  have  offered  the  call  to  several, 
no  one  has  yet  come  before  us  who  is  willing  to  'leave  the  Father- 
laud. 

We  shall  hold  another  meeting  of  the  Classis  on  the  first  Mon- 
day  of  May.  If  no  minister  is  then  yet  found,  we  shall  select  the 
best  of  the  licentiates.  Your  Reverence  may  rest  assured,  that 
the  Classis,  setting  aside  all  their  own  interests,  has  regard  chiefly 
for  the  welfare  of  your  congregation.  Whatever  the  result,  they 
will  maintain  the  praise  of  a  good  conscience,  that  they  have  walked 
in  sincerity  of  heart.  We  hope  to  find  one  who  will  work  cordially 
with  you,  as  did  young  Timothy  with  the  aged  Paul  ;  who  shall 
carry  himself  with  impartiality,  and  with  much  wisdom  and  thus 
help  to  heal  the  breaches  of  the  Xew  York  Zion.  Meanwhile,  we 
commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace.  We  remain, 

Dear  Sir,  and  Reverend  Brother,  in  the  Xame,  and  by  the 
Order  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
The  Deputies  of  the  Rev.   Classis  for 

For  ei  im  Affairs. 
-1.  Streso,  Eccles.  Amstel  et  Dep.  ad  res 

Maritimas,  Praeses,  h.  t. 
Daniel    Eversdyck,    Eccles.   Amstel.   et 

Deput. 

BELLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  UF  TKADE. 

11?  W),  April  27. 

12th    of    May   99. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Lords  Justices  of  England,  contained  in 
their  Excellency's  letter  of  the  10th  of  las!  November;  I  did,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Council,  direct  the  Attorney  CJeucral  to  prepare  and  hrinj:  in  a 
K  the  extravagant  grants  of  lands,  by  C,.lonel  Fletcher  to  Mr. 
ster  at  Albany,  to  Colonel  P.ayard.  to  Captain  Evans,  to  Colonel 
;md  to  the  Church.  The  two  last  were  the  (lovernour's  demesne: 
of  the  Kind's  Harden;  and  that  to  the  Church  the  Kind's  Farm; 


I'.ill    for 


one  by  the  nai 


in    Fletcher    to 


be  the  smallest   grants,   I  always  thought   it   a  irreater  impudence 
ive   away    the    conveniences    from    the   Kind's    (J  over  nor.  rs.    than    ill 
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granting  away  a  large  tract  «.r  two  of  land.  The  Council  were  equally  divided, 
throe  against  three.  s<.  that  I  was  obliged  to  irive  a  casting  vote  for  the  Hill. 
Those  three  that  were  against  It  have  the  largest  grants  in  the  Province,  next  to 
Pcllius's.  We  sent  the  Hill  down  i<>  the  House  of  Kepn  scntat i\  es  where  it  met 
with  a  ehearfnl  .•-.iii-iirr.-ni-i-.  they  adding  a  clause  to  deprive  Mr.  h.-llius  of  his 
benefice  at  Albany:  to  which  clause  the  Council  and  I  agreed.  Tin-  minute  of 
Council,  directing  Mr.  Attorney  to  draw  this  Hill,  goes  i  No.  7i:  by  which  your 
Lordships  will  sec  I  have  got  it  made  up,  to  tyc  tip  my  own  and  all  succeeding1 
Governor*  hands  1'roin  granting  away,  or  so  much  as  leasing,  the  demesne  of  the 
Governour  for  more  than  his  own  time  in  the  Government. 

I  did  not  think  (it  to  put  the  regulations,  ordered  in  the  Lords  Justices  letter  to 
me  in  the  granting  of  lands,  into  '.his  I'.ill,  for  two  reasons;  first,  because  thia 
being  to  breake  but  a  small  part  of  the  I-'.xt  ravagant  Grants,  and  intended  only  as 
an  essay  to  find  out  how  It  will  relish  with  the  people,  I  thought  it  would  be  best 
to  defer  the  making  those  regulations  part  of  a  I'.ill.  till  I  should  Try  another 
session,  to  vacate  all  the  other  extravagant  grants,  which  are  about  eight  or  nine 
in  number.  In  the  next  place  I  was  apprehensive  those  regulations,  lone  whereof 
Is  that  every  hundred  acres  of  land  shall  pay  a  Ouit  rent  of  two  shillings  six 
pence  per  annum  to  the  Crowni,  might  allarm  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  and 
prejudice  them  against  such  a  charge  on  their  lands.  The  getting  this  I'.ill  passed 
has  drawn  upon  me  the  Implacable  hatred  of  all  parties  concern'd;  and  the  rest, 
of  Fletcher's  Palatines,  those  I  mean  that  have  immeasurable  grants,  fande  I 
Rhall  push  at  them  the  next  time,  so  that  they  are  equally  angry  with  the  others. 
And  as  for  the  King's  Farm,  granted  to  the  Church:  the  whole  faction  I  under 
stand  are  resolved  to  bring  on  my  head  the  anathemas  of  the  Hishop  of  London 
and  the  Clergy,  If  they  can  by  any  means  provoke  'em  to  resent  it's  being  evacuated 
with  the  rest;  notwithstanding  I  have  given  the  F.ngllsh  Minister  much  more  than 
nn  equivalent  for  what  the  Act  of  Assembly  has  taken  away:  for  by  the  King's 
Farm  lie  had  but  seven  pounds  per  annum  rent;  and  I,  with  the  consent  of  tho 
Council,  have  allowed  him  twenty  six  pounds  per  annum  to  pay  his  house  rent; 
In  which  we  arc  warranted  bv  the  King's  Instructions  to  me.-— Col.  l>ocs.  N.  V. 

ACTS  OF  TIIK  ('LASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Petrii-   Yas 


"Rev.  Petrus  Yas,  S.  Minist.  (';m<li<l.  and   R<  v.  Judeus  Y;m  \Vcs- 
FCD,  both  request  t<»  IK-  rccommcndd]  f»r  liit   service  of  the.  churches 

in      foreiirn      hmils was 

granted  :  '-ven  as  also Rev.  Gualtems  <lu 

Px.'is.     viii.  :UM 

Call  of   K.  v.    (Cinaltmis)    I  Mi    lloi>  t,.   New   York. 

HJ'.i'.i,  Mav  -Itli. 

After  previous  communication  with   Mr.  Yan   Bancko,  who  had 

held    a     private     cmitYreiuv     \vith    his    fellow     commissioner,    van 
82 
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Schayck,  a  nomination  of  three  candidates  was  made  out  of  those 
who  had  offered  themselves  for  the  service  of  the  churches  in  for 
eign  lands.  Their  names  were  then  presented  to  the  said  Mr.  Van 
Bancke,  and  lie  making1  no  objections,  Rev.  Quarterns  Du  Bois 
was  chosen  by  a  plurality  of  votes  above  Rev.  John  Lydius,  min 
ister  at  the  Olyfbersr,  and  Rev.  Perms  Vns,  for  service  at  (Xcw 
York).  Tin-  call  wa»  H<-ci-pn-d  by  him,  and  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad 
res  Marithnas  will  l)y  letter  inform  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Xew 
York  of  all  that  has  been  done.  At  the  next  Classis  Rev.  Tiers 
Libersma  will  preside.  The  churches  are  requested,  if  they  have 
any  Gravamina,  to  brine:  them  in  at  the  next  Classis.  viii.  304; 
xix.  255. 

THE  CHARGES  AGAINST  GOVERNOR  FLETCHER. 

1699,    May    4. 

Notes  of  what  passed  between  Mr.  Graham  and  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  about  the 
IU11  for  breaking  some  of  Coll.  Fletcher's  Extravagant  grants  of  land. 

On  Thursday  the  4th  of  May  1099  Mr.  Graham  the  Attorney  Generall  was  called 
up  by  me  after  dinner  to  my  writing  room,  where  telling  him  how  Coll.  Smith 
had  sot-mod  this  morning  in  Council  averse  to  comply  with  the  King's  order  to 
break  Dellius's  two  grants,  that  of  Bayard,  that  of  Evans,  that  of  the  King's 
Farm,  and  that  of  the  King's  Garden:  he  Mr.  Graham  advised  me  against  it, 
telling  mo  it  could  not  be  done,  'twas  an  originall  right  by  vertue  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  England  and  the  public  faith  of  England;  which  was  surprising  to  me, 
because  ho  had  not  only  told  mo  it  was  destructive  to  the  Province  that  such 
great  grants  should  be  made  of  the  lands,  but  also  drew  up  a  representation  of 
it  to  be  sent  to  England.  He  told  mo  the  people  were  in  a  greater  ferment  than 
«-ver,  and  that  the  man-hands  had  sent  to  Virginia  to  hire  a  ship  to  remove  them 
selves  and  effects  to  England,  and  offered  a  thousand  pounds  for  it;  but  that  the 
master  or  owner  stood  upon  twelve  hundred  pounds.  He  told  me  with  tears  in 
his  eyes  that  he  had  been  threatened,  and  that  a  woman  had  been  with  him  this 
morning  in  his  Chamber  and  told  him  there  was  no  safety  for  him;  that  it  was  past 
mediation  and  reconciliation;  that  he  had  forfeited  all  friendship  and  forgiveuesse 
of  those  yt  wore  formerly  his  friends,  and  warn'd  him  to  have  a  care  of  himself. — 
Col.  I>ors.  N.  V.  iv.  M:{. 

BKLI.OMOXT  TO  TIIK  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

May.   10'HX 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  'tis  an  undoubted  truth,  the  English  here  are  soe 
profligate  that  I  cannot  find  a  man  tit  to  be  trusted  that's  capable  of  businesse. 
The  clerk  of  the  Council!  that  I  was  forced  to  put  in  Jamison's  place  is  a  very 
sottish  f.-llow,  and  I  fear  almost  as  ill  a  man  as  his  predecessor,  but  being  bred  a 
Clerk  in  Chancery  in  England,  ho  writes  indifferently  well  and  is  quick  in  busi- 
m-sso;  but  I  doubt  fled  from  England  not  for  being  honest.  I  was  obliged  to 
employ  one  Ludlow,  a  merchant,  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  this  Session,  one  that 
was  lately  convicted  of  cliping  and  coining  in  this  towne.  I  think  proper  to 
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acquaint  your  Lordship  <>f  iliis  rircinnst :m<-.\  that  you  may  see  how  Impossible  a 
thini,'  it  is  to  make  M  ri^ht  choice  ,,f  men  in  this  place  and  what  sort  of  men  I 
have  to  do  with  ".  "Those  tliat  arc  In. nest  of  the  hutch,  briiin  formerly  kept  out 
of  imployni'-n:  and  Inisinessf.  arc  \ery  ignorant,  and  can  neither  speak  nor  write 
proper  Knu'lisli  ".  c,,l.  hoes.  N.  V.  iv.  .vjn. 


('OUNCIL  JOURNAL,  XKW  ^>I:K. 
Bellomont,   Governor. 


A  message  (was  sent)  from  tin-  House  <>f  Representatives  with 

The  Dill  for  tin-  Settlement  and  Support  of  Ministers 

ami  Schoolmasters  and  P>uildinir  and  Repairing  Meeting  Houses 
within  this  Province.  HH». 

May  ").  The  I  Jill  fm-  Scttlinir  and  Supporting  "Ministers  etc., 
read  the  h'rst  time.  1'HI. 

May  (',.      Head  the  second  time,   l-'JT. 

.Nfay  10.  That  as  to  the  Hill  for  Settlement  and  Support  of 
Ministers,  Schoolmasters,  etc.,  his  Kx«-ellency,  the  (lovernor, 
having  Iteen  please*]  to  communicate  unto  us  }\l<  [nstructiona 
relating  to  the  settlement  of  religion  in  this  Province,  we  are, 
humbly  of  opinion  that  l>v  the  said  instructions,  your  Rxcellency 
ought  not  to  pass  the  said  Hill.  Hut  we  do  humbly  offer  the 
reasonableness  ami  our  readiness  to  j.,in  with  the  representatives 
of  this  Province  in  an  addre.-s  to  v.uir  Kxoelleney  huml'Iv  to  repre 
sent  to  his  most  sacred  Maje-rv.  the  -tate  and  condition  of  this 
Province,  as  to  the  matters  in  the  -aid  Hill  contained,  and  that  his 
Majesty,  of  his  iireat  pietv  and  waited  clemency,  \\ould  IK^ 
irracioiisly  pleased  to  allow,  until  >ome  lietter  «.r<ler  can  be  in  this 
Province  had,  for  the  settlement  of  a  more  orthodox  ministry. 
That  such  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Independent  eMiitfro- 
gations  as  are  already  settled  in  the  several  towns  of  this  Province 
may  be  continued  and  maintained  according  to  such  agreement 
as  hath  been  made  bv  the  major  part  of  the  people  of  >uch  towns, 
and  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  h.>und>  «.f  ^ndi  towns  may 
be  equally  and  justly  assessed,  according  to  their  several  estates 
for  and  towards  the  payment  and  support  of  such  a  ministry; 


1300  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1699 

and  that  such  other  towns  who  are  well  able  to  maintain  a  minister, 
and  have  none  within  this  Province,  may  be  encouraged  and 
obliged  to  establish  and  ascertain  a  maintenance,  and  use  their 
endeavors  to  get  ministers,  that  God's  Word  may  be  preached, 
and  his  ordinances  practised  amongst  us,  and  that  churches,  schools 
and  parsonage-houses  may  be  built  and  repaired  throughout  this 
Province:  which  is  humbly  submitted.  138-9. 

TlIE    CONSISTORY    OF    THE    DUTCH    ClIUIICH    OF    LONDON    TO    THE 

MINISTER  AND  CONSISTORY  OF  THE  DUTCH  Ciiuitcii  OF  JESUS 
JURIST  AT  XEW  YORK,  MAY  8/18,  1699. 

Worthy  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

With  all  respect,  we  received  the  communication  with  which 
your  Reverences  have  been  pleased  to  honor  us,  by  the  hand  of 
Col.  Beier  (Bayard),  and  are  deeply  moved  at  the  inconveniences 
and  troubles  wherewith  the  Province  of  ISTew  York  is  agitated, 
both  politically  and  ecclesiastically.  And  as,  when  one  member 
suffers,  the  other  members  suffer  with  it;  and  as  it  is  our  duty 
to  weep  with  those  who  weep;  so  it  pains  us  to  the  heart  that  the 
flourishing  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  by  divisions  and  strifes, 
is  subjected  to  an  attack,  as  if  it  were  in  her  own  bowels.  And 
we  pray  God  that  he  will  mercifully  heal  this  breach,  by  his  Spirit 
of  Peace,  and  that  Zion  may  prosper  according  to  his  good 
pleasure;  and  that  he  may  again  cause  all  the  brethren  to  be  of 
one  heart  and  one  soul. 

Concerning  the  proceedings  and  Acts  which  your  Rev.  Con 
sistory  have  done  in  reference  to  the  call  of  a  minister  (leeraar), 
and  (the  election  of)  two  ciders:  Of  these  as  well  as  of  the  Pro 
tests  which  some  of  the  brethren  presented,  your  Reverences  have 
been  pleased  to  send  us  a  copy.  We  testify  with  all  sincerity,  that 
we  cannot  see  but  that  the  very  learned  ministers,  as  well  as  the 
churches  have  acted  regularly  in  the  call  of  a  minister;  and  the 
Rev.  Consistory  in  the  choice  of  the  two  elders  (church-masters?) 
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have  dono  the  same,  as  was  becoming  and  seemly.  And  \ve  can 
not  sufficiently  express  our  astonishment  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
Church  of  Kingston;  for  in  all  Hoards  (Collegirn  )  where  a  second 
vote  becomes  necessarv,  a  second  vote  must  l>e  permitted,  and  a 
majority  which  is  almost  unanimous,  must  he  decided  for  that 
side,  without  which  we  can  see  nothing  but  mere  specious  reson- 
ings  clashing  against  such  decisions,  and  which  such  people  simply 
wont  give  up.  And  as  we  hope  that  these  dissenting  brethren 
may  again  come  to  their  right  minds;  so  do  we  wish  from  our 
whole  hearts,  that  we  could  bring  about  here,  (in  England)  in 
behalf  of  vour  Reverences,  some  real  benefit.  But  for  the  present 
we  cannot  do  anything,  except  to  communicate  herewith  our  sin 
cere  good  wishes  to  your  Reverences.  And  further,  we  will  pray 
to  Almighty  (Jnd  that  he  will  bind  the  brethren  together  by  bonds 
of  mutual  love  and  peace;  and  bv  his  Spirit,  remove  all  differences; 
and  sanctify  the  churches  by  his  truth;  that  he  will  bless  you  in 
soul  and  body  with  all  temporal  blessings,  but  especially  with  all 
heavenly  and  spiritual  blessings  in  ('hrist. 

Meantime,   in   the    name   of  all,    we   are   and   do   remain,    with 
respectful  and  friendly  salutations, 
Vour  obedient  brethren 

The    Ministers   and    Elders  of   the    Dutch    Church    in 
London. 

Emilius  Van  (Juilemlx>rgh,  Dutch   Minister  in   London,  and  Secre 
tary  of  the  ( 'on-istory,  p.  t. 

Documents  -lui:;  in  Mccle-iae  London  —  Batavae  Archivum,  ( ( )r 

Archives  of  th<-   London    Dutch  (  'huivh,   Vol.   iii.   Second  part.  pp. 

L'7l*.     L'7  !'.».) 
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COUNCIL  JOURNAL,  NEW  YOKK. 
Bellomont   Governor. 

1099,  May  12. 

Tlie  House  of  Representatives  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council  asking 
their  concurrence,  entitled  u  A  Bill  to  enable  the  respective  towns 
within  this  Province  to  Imihl  and  repair  their  meeting  houses  and 
other  public  buildings."  Council  Journal,  140.  Read  etc.,  Com 
mitted  and  passed,  141.  Enacted  143. 

EAKL  OF  BELLOMO.XT  TO  THE  LORHS  or  TRADE. 

New   York?,   May   13.  WJ9. 

To  answer  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  2nd  of  this  last  February,  which  I 
received  three  days  since,  and  which  expresses  the  application  made  to  your  Lord 
ships  by  tin-  merchants  and  their  fears  upon  the  score  of  my  countenancing' 
Leislers  party.  I  have  this  to  say,  that  the  merchants  of  this  town  are  full  as 
ingenious  as  they  are  honest.  I  have  often  told  them  before  and  since  the  Session 
of  Assembly,  that  I  would  never  be  guilty  of  so  unaccountable  a  folly  as  to  con 
sent  to  a  bill  for  reparation  of  damages  to  the  Leisler  party  unless  I  had  the 
Kind's  expresse  commands  for  so  doing.  And  after  all  the  noise  of  seventeen 
thousand  pounds  that  they  gave  out  would  be  the  summe  in  demand  by  that 
party,  1  do  not  tind  that  it  amounts  to  full  live  thousand  pounds.  They  pretend 
I  favour  that  party:  1  would  gladly  know  wherein  1  favour  them  beyond  the  rules 
of  justice.  I  suffered  them  indeed  to  take  up  the  bodyes  of  Captain  Leisler  and 
Mr.  Milburn  and  give  them  Christian  burial,  and  I  do  not  repent  of  my  so  doing 
since  no  manner  of  ill  consequence  ensued,  and  if  it  were  in  my  power  I  would 
restore  them  to  life  again,  for  I  am  most  confident  and  dare  undertake  to  prove  it 
that  the  execution  of  those  men  was  as  violent  cruell  and  arbitrary  a  proceeding 
as  ever  was  done  upon  the  lives  of  men  in  any  age  under  an  English  government 
and  it  will  !><•  proved  undenyably  that  Fletcher  hath  declared  the  same  dislike  and 
abhorrence  of  that  proceeding  that  1  now  doe,  notwithstanding  his  doubleness  in 
publishing  a  book  t<»  applaud  the  justice  of  it  and  skreen  his  sycophant  Councillors 
Nicholls,  I'.ayard.  P,rn..ks  and  the  rest  of  the  bloodhounds.  And  I  will  when  I 
have  a  little  leisure  acquaint  your  Lordships  with  some  particulars  about  the 
tryall  and  execution  of  those  men  that  I  believe  you  are  now  unacquainted  with.  I 
do  not  wonder  that  Bayard  Nicolls  and  the  rest  of  the  murderers  of  those  men 
should  be  disturbed  at  the  taking  up  their  bones;  it  put  them  amind  ('tis  likely) 
of  their  rising  hereafter  in  Judgement  against  them.  I'.ut  why  the  Merchants  of 
New  York  or  their  correspondents  in  London  should  be  aliarmed  at  it  1  cannot 
imagine;  only  thai  they  would  make  every  thing  a  pretence  against  me.  that  I 
may  be  removed,  and  another  (Jovernor  like  Colonel  Fletcher  might  succeed  me, 
that  would  reston-  'em  to  a  full  enjoyment  of  unlawful!  trade  and  piracy. —  Col. 
l>ocv.  N.  Y.  jv.  :>-2'.\. 
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TNSTIU'CTIONS  TO   Mi-:ssi:s.    HA.NSE  AM»  SCIIEUM  EKIIOKX. 

Instruction    to   I...   (,|» served   by    Hendrk.    Han-o.    Mayor.    :in.l    Hyr   S'-hermerhorn.    In 

their  journey  t<>  tin-   Maquaase  nations  of   Indian*.    New   Yorke  H'th   M:iy   HV.t'.i. 
You    shall    \\iili    the    tirst    conveniency    goe    unio    tin-    Maquaasc    Indians    at    their 
Castlfs:   and    when   you  arrive  there,   ymi   are  to  rail   tliein    together,    and   when   they 
nre    assembled,    you    are    to    acquaint    them    that    you    are    sent    exprcssc    from    his 

Excellency     and     t'oini<-ill.     Io     gi\e     tlielll     ail     account      of     the     Justice     Ills      Kxcellelicy 

has  done  them   in   that    matter  of  their  land  of  which   they  complained. 

You  are  to  tell  them  that  upon  complaint,  made  to  his  Excellency  in  July  last, 
when  he  was  at  Albany,  his  Excellency  did  observe  that  In  the  propositions  that 
wen-  then  made  by  the  five  nations  ^of  Indians,  the  Maquaase  nation  did  complalnr 
of  n  tr.-at  violence  and  injury  done  th.-m  |,y  li,,mine  I'elHus,  in  deluding  them  to 
sign  a  writing  by  which  they  had  conveyed  their  land,  upon  pretence  of  trust  to 
keep  the.  said  land  for  the  Indians;  Whereas  he  took  a  patent  for  the  same  to 
his  own  use,  against  the  communication  and  treaty  the  said  I»ellius  had  with 
the  said  Indians;  who  thereupon  desired  his  Excellency  to  burn  and  destroy  the 
said  writing,  that  they  might  peaceably  without  any  molestation  enjoy  their  said 
land.  And  at  the  same  time,  did  complain  of  another  injury  done  them  some 
years  ago  by  Colonel  P.ayard  and  Arent  Sehuyler,  who  In  like  manner  had  seduced 
the  dispose  of  another  tract  of  land,  called  Skohire.  which  is  alleaged  to  be  sold 
by  such  Indians  who  had  no  right  to  do  the  same. 

His  Excellency,  having  taken  the  said  complaint  into  his  consideration,  hath 
made  a  strict  inquiry  into  that  whole  matter;  and  did  recommend  the  same  to  be 
examined  by  the  Assembly,  who  summoned  the  said  I»elllus  before  them;  who 
accordingly  appeared,  and  was  then  charged  with  the  breach  of  tins;  and  faith 
he  had  given  to  the  Indians;  and  upon  a  full  hearing  of  his  defence.  It  was  found 
by  the  Assembly  that  lie  had  betray,!  that  trust  the  Indians  reposed  In  him;  and 
for  that  cause  the  pau-nt  granted  him  for  the  s.iid  land  ought  to  be  vacated  and 
himself  censure.!;  ss  hereupon  his  Kx.-ell. -n. -y  did  order  a  Hill  to  b-  drawn  for  that 
purpose;  which  [til!  hath  not  only  vacated  tin-  laud  of  the  Ma<|uaase.  but  als«» 
another  grant  upon  the  North  Uher  a-  yon  go  to  Camilla,  and  the  grant  of  Colonel 
I'.ayard,  soe  that  :  he  said  Indian-  are  possessed  of  the  said  land,  as  if  no  such 
writing  had  been;  and  the  said  writing  fully  destroyed  as  the  Indians  desired;  and 
for  a  punishment  for  his  said  offence  his  Excellency  lias  suspended  him  from  his 
place,  as  a  person  ,,ot  worthy  to  be  a  Minister  of  the  (Jo-pell,  who  would  betray 
hiH  proselyts  in  .-iich  a  manner.  Yon  are  (..  acquaint  them  of  the  great  love  his 
Excellency  has  t..  the  brethren,  by  the  stri.-kt  Justice  he  has  executed  upon  Mr. 
Iiclllus  for  their  sakes;  and  t  hen-fore  ,-xhort  them  to  be  tirm  and  steady  to  his 
Excellency  and  thi-'  government  ;  and  that  they  be  watchful  that  thc\  be  not 
ensnared  by  Hi.  further  insinuations  of  the  -aid  I»e|llus.  and  the  Inter). n-tesse; 
for  he  is  so  Imaged,  that  he  will  depart  from  truth  to  doe  anything;  soe  they  must 
not  by  an\  means  heark>-n  to  any  thing  he  -ayes  upon  tha!  matter,  but  peaceably 

enjoy    their    o\\  n    lands,    and    take    c.u-e.    not    to    be    se.lu |.    Indeed    or    deluded    any 

more,  but  to  k.-,  p  the  *ame  for  iln-m-elves  and  their  children:  In  t  h-  enjoyment 
whereof,  hi-  Excellency  and  the  «;o\ernmi-nt  will  protect  them  therein,  and  they 
must  not  pn-tend  either  to  sell  or  gl.c  any  part  of  their  said  land  without 
»cq. Minting  his  Excellency  fji>i.- 

Yoii  are  to  -end  -ea\eii  hands  of  Wampum  to  each  of  (lie  other  na'loits.  acquaint 
In--  them  of  the  premisses;  that  tin-  land  \-  re-ton-d  to  their  brethren,  the  Mohog*, 
and  Mr.  l»el!ius  -u-pended.  for  deluding  the  Indians  to  s|-;n  tint  paper.  Col. 

!«.<•-.  N.  Y.  i\.  .*.»;:.  •;. 
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CLASSES  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
ACTS  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  AXD  THEIR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  l^ew  York 
May  1699.     xxvii.   247. 

Sir  and  Reverend  Brethren: — 

What  sympathy  we  feel  regarding  the  disturbances  which  have 
arisen  in  your  church,  and  what  efforts  we  have  made  to  call  an 
other  suitable  person,  in  place  of  Rev.  Verdieren,  who  declined  the 
call,  we  have  mentioned  at  length  in  a  preceding  letter.  We 
have,  however,  to-day,  earnestly  proceeded  to  make  out  another 
call.  After  careful  investigation,  among  many  candidates  and 
three  pastors  who  offered  themselves,  as  to  the  one  best  suited 
to  fulfill  the  conditions  in  your  church,  we  have,  in  correspondence 
with  Mr.  William  Banckers, —  Mr.  Levinus  ^'ran  Schaick  not  being 
present  on  account  of  the  premature  death  of  a  child  —  made  a 
nomination  of  three,  viz.,  Rev.  Johannes  Lydius,  pastor  at  Ant- 
werpen,  one  of  the  churches  under  the  Cross ;  Rev.  Gualterus  du 
Bois,  son  of  our  deceased  colleague  du  Bois,  and  now  candidate 
h'-rc;  ;iiid  I'ev.  Pelrus  Vas,  candidate  at  's  Gravesant.  From 
these  nominees  we  have  chosen,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  Rev. 
Gualterus  du  Bois,  a  young  man  of  about  twenty  eight  years  of 
liberal  study  and  dignified  gifts.  He  is  a  very  conscientious  man/ 
and  also  amiable  in  intercourse.  We  feel  assured  that  this  man, 
with  (ind's  blessing,  will  do  good  service  in  your  church.  Since 
he  is  an  enemy  to  all  partiality,  we  have  good  hope  that  lie  may 
prove  a  blessed  instrument  to  calm  all  your  disturbances  both  by 
his  precept  and  example1.  It  is  true  that  among  the  candidates 
who  presented  themselves,  there  was  a  man  whom  Messrs.  Van 
Schaick  and  Bancker  seemed  to  esteem;  but  since  he  had  only 
recently  descended  from  the  tailor's  bench,  we  feared  that  he 
Would  be  subjected  to  the  ridicule  of  the  parties,  yet  we  had  noth- 
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ing  against  \n<  gifts  or  life.  We  shall,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of 
tlu-  aiitliorization  vou  have  iriven  ns,  at  the  opening  of  the  ne;xt 
month,  finally  examine  the  -aid  Rt-v.  dii  l!..i-.  ;t;i«!  then  ordain 
him;  after  which  he  will  lie  ready  f<  r  the  journey  at  the  lirst 
opportunity.  We  have  also  heard  with  pleasure  that  Messrs.  Van 
Schaick  and  Uanckcr  approve  thi<  call.  May  the  good  (lod  give 
his  Messing  on  what  yet  remains  ti>  lie  done,  and  irrant  tliat  his 
arrival  at  your  place  may  lie  accompanied  with  a  Messing;  also 
that  the  Rev.  /elyns  may  lie  a  light-hearer  to  the  church,  edifying 
it  yet  for  many  years.  This,  (Jentlemen  and  IJrethren,  l>y  order 
of,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Cla^sis  of  Amsterdam,  is  the 
wish  of 

Your  ohedient    IJrethren,   the    Deput-ati  of  the    Rev.   ( 'lassis  ad 
res  maritimas. 

COKKESPONDENCE    FIJO.M    AMERICA. 

.Request  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Church  at   New  Albany 
for  the  return  of  l)omine  Pellius:  dated  the  *2'2iu\  of  May  1  »'»!»!>. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  City  and  <  'oiinty  of  Albany,  learning  that  our  very  worthy 
and  much  beloved  pastor,  Dominc  fiodfridus  Uellius,  has  forcer- 
tain  reasons  fuliv  resolved,  to  return  to  the  Fatherland,  or  at 
least  to  make  a  vovaire  to  Kngland;  b\-  \\'i!i<'h  we  run  the  risk  of 
being  deprived  fi.r  some  time,  at  least,  of  his  faithful  administra 
tion  of  the  (io.vjic!  and  his  greatlv  edifying  teachings,  which  we 
have  enjoyed  with  so  i^reat  satisfaction  during  sixteen  years  past, 
and  desire  alwavs  t<>  enjov;  Therefore  we,  with  the  addition  of 
the  desires  and  tears  nf  manv  juoii-  s»uls,  make  reipiest,  that,  as 
speediK'  as  po»ible,  he  will  return,  for  the  building  up  of  (lod's 
Church  and  the  salvation  of  our  soul-;  we  will  then  iveive  him 
with  thegreatot  jnv  and  \\'ith  most  loving  embraces ;  not  doubting 
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but  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  will  also  do  their  utmost  in  this  re 
gard.     Thus  done  at  Albany,  the  22nd  of  May,   1  (><)!). 


Dirck  Brat 

B.   V.   Corlaar 

Daniel   .J;insz 

Helmer  Gautz 

Wouter  van  der  Zee 

Jan    Meby 

John  Gilbert 

Harpert  Jacobsz 

Ksaias   JSwart 

Jan   Van  Nes 

Jan    Gerritz 

Samuel    liradt 

An  dries  Jautz 

Willein   Jacobz 

Jacobus   van   Dyk 

Albert   Slingerlaut 

Jacobus   Schuyler 

Willeni    van   Allen 

Rbt.   Livingston  Jr. 

Don  we   Jellesz   Fonda 

Gerret  van   Xes 

Abnn.    Schuyler 

Wouter   Quackenbos 

John    Raddill1 

Mart.   Martenszen 

Wouter  Quackenbos  Jr. 

Herinen   RycJvinan 

Harm  an  van   Slyk 

Anthony  van  Sdiaiek 

(  'laas   Sieverse 

Volkert   Donm 

Klbert  Gerritse 

Hendrick   Douw 

Jochem  Valkenburg 

Kyer   Gerritzen 

Marten  van   Benthuysen 

Dirck  Teunissen 

Taekel   Dircks  HeemstreetJohannes   Teller 

Jonas  Douw 

K.  v   Kenselaer 

Lewis  Vielen 

Johannes  Mingaal 

Wessel   ten   Broeck 

Cornelis  van  Slyk 

Barent    Brat 

Jacob  Turk 

Evert  de   Ridder 

Anthony  Coster 

Hendr.   van  Dyck 

Anthony   Brat 

Coloes   Parker 

Gysbert  Marcelis 

Isaac  Verplancken 

Joh.   Harmenszen 

X  aiming  Harmensz 

Wm.   Ketelhuyn 

Claas    van    Klslant 

Jan    Rosie 

Phil   Schuyler 

Willein    Groesbee.k 

flan  Jansen  van  Arensen 

Cornelis   Teuniszen 

Hendr.  Oothout 

Hendr.   van   Rensselaer 

Hendr.   Teunisz. 

Zach.  Bogert 

Kgbert  Teunisse 

Jacob  Teunisse 

'ihos.    Harmenszen 

S    G    V    F 

G  err  it   x  Teunis'  mark 

Johannes  Oudt 

Johs.   Beckers 

Jan   Babtist   van  Nes 

Luykas  Luyknszen 

1'oulis   Martensz 

Albert   Vedder 

Johannes   Pruyn 

As\vcris  Marcelis 

Symon   Danielsz 

Joliannes  Brat 

Albert    Ryekman 

Cornelis    Swits 

Jacnlx-s  van  Schoonhoven 

An  dries   Douw 

Daniel    Bradt 

Jobs.  Schuyler 

Joseph    Jansz 

I*hil   Leendertz 

TESTIMONIALS  TO  REV.  DELLIUS. 

C'liurcli  of  Albany. 

Testimony  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Xew  Albany,  concerning 
Domino  Dellius,  dateil  at  Xew  Albany,  tb(j  51  h  of  February  and 
LJ:;nl  of  Alay  lo'D'i. 

Whereas  Domine  Godcfridus  Dellius,  preacher  of  the  City  of 
Xe\v  Albany,  has  been  ]>leascd  to  lav  before  us,  th"  undersigned 
Elders  and  Deacons  of  this  same  church,  bis  intention  and  desire 
to  return  to  bis  country  and  family;  and  lias  at  the  same  time,  re 
quested  us  for  a  testimonial  concerning  himself  and  his  services; 
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Therefore  we  hereby  certify,  that  this,  his  intention,  affects  and 
grieves  us  verv  much;  for  wo  .shall  have  to  do  without  the  in 
struction  and  direction  of  a  teacher,  who  has  l>een  dear  and 
precious  to  us  beyond  expression;  for  where  prophecy  ceases,  what 
else  is  to  he  expected  than  a  desolation  of  the  countrv.  \Yo  had 
wished  and  hoped  that  his  Reverence  might  he  dissuaded  from 
this  undertaking,  as  he  was,  more  than  thirteen  years  ago;  then 
he  declined  out  of  love  of  his  church,  the  call  of  the  church  in  the 
City  of  I lenkeioin,' in  Holland;  hut.  finding  to  the  great  regret  of 
ourselves  and  of  the  whole  congregation,  that  his  Reverence  per 
sists  in  his  resolution  to  return  to  the  Fatherland;  and  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  lieing  obliged  to  give  a  truthful  certificate,  do  hereby 
declare  that  during  the  whole  period  of  his  residing  and  serving 
amoi'--  us-,  which  is  between  iifteen  and  sixteen  years,  his  Rever 
ence  has  behaved  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  has  become  a  pattern 
ii-  piety  for  hi-  flock;  that  he  has  faithfully  attended  to  all  the 
ii::rje<  ,,f  his  oth'ce;  that  he  has  been  xealous  and  steadfast  in 
preaching  the  truth  which  is  unto  godliness,  keeping  to  sound 
words  in  eatoehi/.inir  the  voimu'  people;  that  in  intercourse  and 
conversation,  he  has  been  friendly,  and  is  beloved  bv  all.  In  con 
solations  he  has  b«-en  a  man  of  he;irt;  in  admonitions,  gentle;  in 
discipline,  decided;  in  the  direction  and  government  of  ecclesiasti 
cal  affair-*,  prudent;  -o  that  his  .-ervice  aiming  us  lias,  with  ( lod'a 
irracioii<  blessings,  been  verv  fruitful.  II  is  virtuous  x.eal  and  dili 
gence  have  hrouirht  into  the  communion  of  the  church  not  only 
some  of  the  adherents  of  Rome  and  of  other  (  'onfessions  of  Faith, 
but  a  No  a  la  me  number  of  the  heathen.  The  latter  are  sufficient 
ii-  number  to  make  another  church.  How  then  can  we  and  the 
whole  congregation  think  of  !,is  departure  otherwise  than  with 
painful  -net'?  In  this  the  heathen  al.-o  join,  it  would  strengthen 
both  ourselves  and  them,  if  we  could  onlv  hope  that  at  some 
future  time  his  Reverence  might  be  returned  to  us.  In  the  mean 
time  we  shall  patiently  submit  in  this  matter  to  the  will  of  (loil. 
We  re<pie^t  everyone  to  whom  this  our  testimonial  shall  come,  to 
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be  pleased  to  acknowledge  his  Reverence,  and  honor  him  for  the 
sake  of  his  labors.  And  we  pray  to  the  gpod  and  the  Almighty 
God  that  the  wealth  of  his  blessings  may  descend  upon  his  person. 
Thus  done  at  the  meeting  of  our  Consistory  in  Xew  Albany, 
this  5th  of  February  1699. 

Willem  Groesbeck     \  Dirck   Wesselse,  Elder 

Abraham  Cuyler        /    Deacons.  Jan  Lantsing,  " 

Anthony  Bries  Jan  Yinhagen,          " 

Albert  Rvkman,       " 


Whereas,  it  is  the  custom  of  our  church  in  this  City  that  two 
Elders  and  two  Deacons  resign  from  the  Rev.  Consistory  every 
year,  that  others  be  elected  in  their  places;  and 

Whereas,  we  find,  that  the  Rev.  Consistory,  upon  being  in 
formed  by  Domine  Dellius  of  his  intended  return  home,  has  given 
to  his  Reverence  a  testimonial  regarding  his  person  and  his  ser 
vices;  and 

Whereas  his  Reverence  still  persists  in  his  intended  voyage; 

Therefore  we,  the  undersigned  Elders  and  Deacons,  (newly 
elected,)  certify  and  declare,  that  we  agree  to  the  foregoing  tes 
timonial  of  our  Rev.  brethren  in  every  respect. 

Thus  given  at  our  Consistorial  meeting  in  Xew  Albany,  this 
23rd  of  May,  1G99. 

Johannes   Cuyler,   Deacon 
Evert  Bancers, 
Pr.   Schuyler,  Elder 

Jacob   Loockerinan,        " 

Church  of  Schenectady. 

Testimonial  by  the  Consistory  of  Schenegtade,  concerning  Domine 
Dellius,  preacher  of  New  Albany,  dated  at  Schenechtade  the 
:Hst  of  May,  1099. 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  present  and  the  late  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  church  at  Schooriegtade,  having  learned,  that 
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Domine  Dellius  is  fully  resolved  to  return  homo,  whereby  not 
onlv  the  Citv  -if  All»;iny,  l>nt  aN"  our  plaee.  ;•>  well  as  the  heathen 
converted  by  him,  must,  remain  without  their  pastor  ami  teacher  — 
an  occurrence  which  irrieves  both  t'ne  countrv  ami  the  church: 
Therefore  we  are  bound  in  conscience  to  give  this  testimony  about 
his  Reverence.  Kver  since  our  verv  «!ear  minister,  Domine  Tesse- 
maker  was  murdered  in  a  very  !>arl>aroiis  manner,  by  the  French 
and  the  Indian  .-ava^es  on  the  Mh  of  February  Pi'.'**,  he  lias  been 
ver\'  faithful  to  ns  and  helpful  with  hi-  services,  often  at  the  great 
ri^k  of  his  life;  that  not  only  has  his  care  for  the  welfare  of  our 
church  alwavs  been  verv  tender,  hut  he  has  a  No  procured  aid 
towards  the  building  of  mir  church,  which  is  not  finished  yet;  that 
his  pietv  has  accomplished  the  same  things  at  Kinderhook  and 
also  in  the  lands  of  the  heathen  where  (rod  is  now  served  and 
prayed  unto  most  devoutly,  and  the  Psalms  of  Israel  are 
melodiously  sunn',  set  to  Dutch  music.  The  good  (I. id  has  heen 
pleased,  to  Mess  these  his  pious  labors,  begun  upon  his  own  mo 
tion,  and  continued  with  so  much  trouble  and  labor.  We  can, 
therefore,  sincerelv  >av  that,  next  to  (lod,  lie  was  the  principal 
means  of  saving  the  property  and  live-;  which  remained  alter  the 
burning  of  our  eitv,  with  the  murdering  of  even  the  smallest  in 
fants;  for,  because  of  their  conversion,  the  heathen  (Indians) 
stayed,  and  did  not  move  to  Canada.  The  Jesuits  had  formerly 
enticed  many  of  the  Five  Nations  there,  who  were  onr  greatest 
tormentors  during  this  last  war.  We,  the  nearest  neighbors  of 
the  heathen,  who,  as  well  as  ourselves,  love  him  very  much; 
especially  it  through  his  absence  and  the  loss  of  his  instructions 
the  Indians  should  move  to  ( 'anada,  to  accomplish  which,  the 
French  .Jesuits  will  trv  to  persuade  them.  We  therefore  can 
only  think  of  his  departure  with  the  greatest  sadness.  We  ac- 
companv  his  Reverence  with  our  best  desire-;,  with  our  tears,  and 
with  our  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  that  it  may  plea.-e  him 
to  preserve  the  Domine  and  his  family  from  all  mi.-hap  in  his 
intended  vovaire,  and  to  direct  matters  in  his  wisdom,  that  he 
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may  return  safely  to  the  service  of  our  congregation  in  a  short 

time. 

Thus  done  in  our  Consistorial  meeting  at  Sehoonhegtade  the 

31st  of  May,  1699. 

Adam  Vroman 
Johannes  Sanderts 
Jan  Vr  oo  in  an 
Claas  Louwersz 
Isaak  Swits 
Herman  Vedder 
Jacobus  Preeck 
A  rent  Vedder. 


Church  of  Kingston. 

Certificate  by  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  concerning  Domine 
Dellius,  minister  of  New  Albany,  dated  at  Kingston,  this  20th 
day  of  June,  1099. 

Inasmuch  as  we,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Re 
formed  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Kingston,  in  the  County  of 
Ulster,  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  which  Domine  Dellius  has 
brought  to  us  and  our  church;  so,  are  we  none  the  less  touched 
with  great  sorrow  as  we  are  called  upon  to  take  leave  of  him  as 
he  starts  on  his  return  journey  to  England;  and  we  hereby  declare 
that  the  entire  Church  of  this  Province,  as  well  as  his  own  and 
our  particular  congregations,  will  greatly  miss  his  services,  his 
instructions,  and  his  good  neighborhood.  We,  as  one  of  the 
nearest  congregations,  have  had  experience  of  his  great  services 
done  to  us  at  the  time,  when  this  church  was  vacant.  This  we 
gratefully  acknawledge;  and  we  shall  always  retain  for  his  Rever 
ence  that  esteem  which  we  owe  to  him  for  such  services.  When 
we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  minister  of  our  own, 
then  his  Reverence  has  always  encouraged  him,  and  kept  up  a 
very  good  correspondence  with  him.  His  reputation  as  well  as 
his  services  have  been  stainless  for  these  sixteen  years.  Indeed 
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these  are  so  "Teat  ami  wide-spread,  tliat  it  would  1  e  useless  for 
us  to  elaborate  upon  them.  Tin-  testimonials  from  his  own  church 
of  the  Citv  ami  <  'oiintv  of  A!hanv.  arc  not  greater  than  hi>  merits 
deserve.  The  whole  Province,  indeed,  is  >o  well  aware  of  his 
extraordinary  diligence  and  xeal  in  emivertinir  the  heathen,  that 
his  name  on  this  account,  will  always  remain  Messed  bv  all  pious 
souls.  "Mav  CJod  j^rant  that  this  «n>dlv  work,  so  prosperously  bo- 
£iin  and  developed  by  him,  mav  lie  still  further  perfected  hv  his 
Keveronce;  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  may  return  to  this 
Province  and  his  church.  To  this  end.  we  utter  our  heart-felt 
prayers  to  Almighty  ( iod  that  he  will  please  to  ^ive  prosperity  to 
his  Keverence  on  his  voyaire,  and  in  all  his  plans,  and  hrini^  him 
safely  hack  iipiin.  Done  at  Kinnstowi.e.  \\\\<  :>oth  of  .lime.  Hl'tii. 
In  absence  of  our  preacher.  Domino  Xucella, 

Dirck  Seliopnioos  Hour.    IJeoekman 

\V.  D.   Meyer  Teunis  Klisse 

Johannes  AVynkoop  Tennis  Oosterhout 

Jacobus  Lameter  I   >ver1    \\  'vnkoop. 

( 'iin;<  H  \VAI:I»E.\S  AM»  VKSTKY  <>i    TIMMTY  Cnrism,   NKW  V«H:K, 

'i'« »  A  i;< '!!  HISIK  n-  Ti:.\  !>«  ).\. 

May   It   please  your  (.trace:  — 

The  English  nation  for  above  thirty  yeans  hail  been  possessed  of  these  f'onntreyH 
without  any  plare  for  |.u!.!i«-  worship  of  Almighty  'Jo,!.  In  this  <'lty.  except  the 
Chapel  In  the  Fort,  t.ullt  l.y  the  Kiitch.  and  rtill  lately  that  they  Imllt  another.) 
alternatively  used  l»y  l.oth  nations  for  th«-  «'\er«-lses  .,f  iliclr  religion:  so  that 
though  the  English  grew  numerous,  the  government  In  tln-ir  hands  and  the  national 
laws  took  place,  yet  for  want  of  a  Temple  f.,r  the  pul>ll>-  worship  according  to  the 

English  Onirch,  tliK  seemed  like  a  < quered  I^'orelgu  I'rovln.-e  held  l.y  the  terrour 

of  a  (Jarri-oii,  than  an  English  Colony,  possessed  and  settled  ),y  people  of  our 
own  nalioii. 

That  which  for  soe  many  yeares  had  only  I.een  wished  for,  without  any  reason 
nlile  hopes  or  expectation  of  ••ffectlng.  Coll.  Fletcher  l.y  his  great  zeal,  generous 
liberality,  and  Indefat  Igalde  Industry.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  government  drought 
so  far  to  perfection,  that  before  his  departure,  h-  was  divers  times  present,  (to  Ills 
own  and  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  lovers  of  the  English  Church  and  Natloin. 
nt  the  public  worship  of  C,,,,\.  In  an  English  rhurch.  of  which.  «lf  we  must  not 
nay  he  was  the  sole  founder,)  It  In  an  offence  to  truth,  and  an  Injustice  to  him 
not  to  alllrm  that  lie  v. ..  the  principal  promoter,  a  most  liberal  benefactor  to  It. 
and  that  without  him.  to  this  day  It  never  had  had  a  being.  As  It  owed  Its 
beginning  to  that  gentleman,  so  w.-  inns!  acknowledge  Its  growth  and  Increase-  Is 
not  »  little  In  debt  to  Mr.  V.-si-y.  our  p resent  Mlnl-fT.  who.  by  his  good  parts  and 
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bearings,  oxon.pl:) ry  iifo.  and  inoffensive  conversation,  gives  a  reputation  to  his 
function.  and  has  brought  many  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church.  So  far  as  this, 
the  subject  we  write  of  to  your  Grace,  is  extream  agreeable  and  pleasing;  and  it 
is  our  inexpressible  grief  that  we  are  forced  to  offer  anything  of  a  contrary 
nature. 

The  fair  character  common  fame  gave  our  present  Governor,  tilled  us  with  hopes 
of  enjoying  a  large  share  of  prosperity  under  his  conduct:  and  in  particular  that 
the  English  Church  might  have  flourished  under  his  administration,  but  experience 
has  undeceived  us.  and  we  lind  ourselves  under  all  the  discouragements  imaginable. 

Whether  this  our  uuhappiness  proceeds  from  the  irreconeilble  aversion  this 
Nobleman  l.Bellomont)  has  to  our  late  Governor,  Colonel  Fletcher,  who  gave  birth 
to  this  Church,  from  his  own  inward  principle,  or  other  causes,  we  will  not  presume 
to  determine;  but  this  we  are  too  well  assured  of,  or  at  least  our  fears  make  us 
apprehensive,  that  nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  this  fair  beginning  is 
intended. 

Not  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  many  other  instances,  this  following  gives  us 
abundant  ground  for  our  belief.  Coll.  Fletcher,  towards  the  finishing  of  this 
Church,  gave  a  lease  for  Seaven  years  of  a  small  Farm,  (usually  a  perquisite  to 
the  Governor),  reudring  the  usual  rent  which  was  twelve  pounds  per  annum,  and 
the  highest  it  ever  before  had  been  lett  for.  The  former  tenant's  time  expiring 
this  spring,  (when  the  lease  to  the  Church  begins,)  the  Churchwardens  at  an 
auction  lett  the  farme  to  him  who  publickly  bid  the  most  for  it,  which  was  twenty 
five  pounds  for  the  ensuing  year;  but  the  tenant  coming  to  enter  upon  it,  has  been 
kept  out  by  the  Earl's  order;  who  continually  exclaims  at  this  lease,  as  if  the 
sacred  Patrimony  has  been  most  horribly  invaded;  when  indeed  had  it  been  leased 
to  the  meanest  clown  at  the  same  rent,  it  had  passed  in  all  probability  unregarded. 
It  is  not  credible  that  such  a  trifle  as  thirteen  pounds  per  annum,  which  is  all 
the  advantage  can  be  made  of  it.  can  so  much  concern  his  Excellency,  but  a  fur 
ther  design  must  be  at  the  bottom,  of  which  we  have  too  many  indications;  and 
wen-  this  manner  of  dealing  from  a  profest  enemy  of  the  Church  it  were  natural!, 
and  what  rationally  might  have  attended.  But  being  the  actions  of  a  person 
flatelyi  a  constant  hearer  and  usual  Communicant,  its  the  more  surprising. 

We  humbly  lay  this  matter  to  your  gracious  consideration;  earnestly  beseeching 
your  Grace,  as  we  are  part  of  that  Church  and  Nation,  over  which  God  in  a  most 
eminent  station  has  placed  you,  we  may  be  safe  under  your  protection;  and  that 
tills  hopeful  foundation  of  an  English  Protestant  Church  in  these  parts  of  the 
world  may  receive  no  mischief  from  those  whose  duty  oblige  them  to  give  it 
assistance  and  further  its  welfare. 

To  prescribe  methods  we  can  lay  no  claime  to,  but  humbly  submit  all  to  your 
Grace's  piety  and  wisdom;  not  doubting  but  the  Almighty  God  will  inspire  you  to 
take  such  measures  as  will  bee  for  his  own  glory  and  his  Church's  good;  to  the 
disappointment  of  its  enemys.  For  the  effecting  of  which,  we  heartily  implore  both 
your  prayers  and  endeavours,  being  in  all  duty,  May  it  please  your  Grace, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient,  dutiful  and  most  humble  servants,  The  Church 
wardens  and  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  In  New  Yorke 

Hichd.   Willett  Tho.  Wenham 

W.  Nicholl  Itobt.  Lurting 

David  Jamison  Jeremiah  Tot  hill 

Ebenezer  Willson 
Win.  Huddlestou 
Will  Anderson 

New  Yorke,  Lancaster  Synies 

May   112nd   KTO.  Ja.    Emott 

Will  Morris 
Tho   Burroughs. 
—  Col.    Docs.    N.    Y.    iv.    527-8. 
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Dr.  Dlx  nlvi-s  only  an  abstract  of  the  above  letter,  tpp.  Ili4-r>.)  and  adds:  Not 
withstanding  Bellomont's  opposition,  Trinity  was  favored  In  many  ways,  by  tflfts 
of  material  and  money  and  books;  (Records  I.  .".'J.  .'51.  .'Hi:i  and  many  Improvements 
were  ma. le  to  the  I'.nildiiiK. 

Bellomont's  relation  to  Mr.  Vesey  and  Trinity  Church  subsequent ly  Improved, 
brought  about,  it  is  believed,  by  the  interposition  of  the  liishop  of  London.  For 
Belloinont  \vroie.  on  o.-t.  r.i,  17<H».  as  follows:  "My  Lord  of  London  having 
written  to  Mr.  Vesey.  the  Knulisli  minister  of  this  town,  to  submit  himself  to  me; 
and.  to  me.  to  accept  his  submission;  I  have  enmplyed  therewith,  and  have  promised 
Mr.  Vesey  to  become  his  friend,  provided  lie  demean  himself  peaceably  and 
discreetly  for  the  future". —  Col.  Docs.  N.  V.  iv.  7(i«i. 

The  controversy  was  ended  by  the  sudden  death  of  Kellomont  on  March  nth  1701. 
His  loss  was  lamented  by  his  adherents,  who  eulogized  him.  He  was  sixty  five 
years  old.  and  was  buried  in  the  Fort  with  military  honors.  When  the  Fort  was 
taken  down  in  IT'.Mi.  the  leaden  collin.  which  contained  his  remains,  was  transferred 
to  St.  Paul's  church  yard.—  l»ix,  1-J.V7. 


KAKL  01     MKLLOMOXT  TO  TIM:    L«>KI»S  OF  Tic.vm-:. 

To  the  Rijrht   Honorable  tin-   Lords  I'ommissioners  for  the  Trade 
and  Plantations. 

My  Lord-:  I  arrived  here  (  IJoston)  the  i'»;th  instant,  having  left 
Xow  York;-  on  thf  lo'th  in-tant.  and  prorojjuM  tlic  Assembly  the 
inorninir  I  came  from  thence 

In  the  tin  Mitime  let  me  acquaint  y«.nr  Lordships  that,  the  As 
sembly  of  Xe\v  York  ha\'r  settled  the  Revenue  for  six  years,  alter 
the  vear  which  i-  still  uncxpired  "i  the  turiner  term.  They  have 
also  jia--ed  >oin«-  if.H.d  aeN  heside«..  which  1  intend  .-hall  he  trans 
mitted  to  voiir  Lord-hip-  vi  rv  speiMJilv.  ( )ne  of  the  Acts,  1or 
vacating  the  t  wo  ext  ra  vacant  LL rant.-  from  (  'olonel  Kh-teher  to  Mr. 
Dellin-,  the  Minister  at  Albany:  that  to  ('olonel  Ilayard  which 
took  in  al.-o  part  of  the  Mohack-  land  and  of  which  they  com 
plained  to  me;  that  to  (\iptain  Kvan-  ;  that  of  the  Governor's 
demesne  to  the  ('hurch  called  the  Kind's  1'arm;  and  lastlv  that  to 
Mr.  ( 'aleh  lleatheofe  which  was  called  the  KJIILT'S  (Jarden.  I  sav, 
the  Act  that  va<-af«-  thosi-  forcinciitioiifil  irrants.  has  raised  apiinst 
mo  t!ie  mo-t  implacable  rajjfe  of  the  Lrrant«-cs.  and  the  other  people 
who  have  Lirant.-,  full  a-  e\t  ra\'airant  and  ruinous  as  these  to  the 
interest  of  the  I'roviti'-e,  an-  allarmM,  and  become  as  much  mv 
83 
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enhnir*  as  those  the  Act.  dismounts  of  their  grants;  hut  having 
the  or<h-r  of  the  Lords  Justices  of  England  of  the  l()th  of  last 
November  for  rising  all  lawfull  ways  to  break  those  extravagant 
grants,  I  value  not  the  resentment  of  a  few  undeserving  men ; 
being  sure  it.  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  Crown  or  the  Province 
that  three  fourth  parts  of  the  lands  and  soil  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  ten  or  eleven  men,  as  I  undertake  to  make  it  appear,  should 
Fletcher's  grants  stand  good.  Therefore  am  I  for  abolishing  the  rest 
of  the  Palatinates,  (for  such  vast  tracts  deserve  no  less  a  name), 
the  next  session  of  Assembly,  if  I  have  strength  enough ;  but 
indeed  I  can  promise  nothing  without  a  good  lawyer  to  be  Chief 
Judge  and  1o  sit  in  Councill,  and  a  good  active  lawyer  to  be  Attor 
ney  Generall.  I  have  stood  single  on  my  own  legs  in  all  these 
difficulties,  and  'tis  impossible  for  me  always  to  bear  all  the  burthen 
of  busiuesso.  The  Bill  for  vacating  the  grants  begun  with  us  at 
the  Council  Board,  and  we  sent  it  down  to  the  Lower  House;  and 
there  they  added  a  clause  for  depriving  Mr.  Dellius  of  his  benefice 
at  Albany;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  passe  that  clause  as  part  of 
Hie  Dill,  or  we  must  have  lost  the  Bill;  and  I  thought  it  better  to 
lose  a  wicked  clergyman  than  a  good  Bill. 

One  of  the  letters  I  have  prepared  for  your  Lordships  treat 
wholly  of  X avail  stores,  wherein  I  demonstrate  plainly  that  the 
Province  of  Xew  Vorke  is  the  onely  tit  place  for  the  King  and 
Nation  of  England's  being  supplied  with  the  scverall  species  of 
pitch,  tarr,  and  ro/ou,  and  I  believe  for  masts  of  ships  too.  Mr. 
Dellius  has  lately  had  ninety  masts  cut  on  his  largest  grant,  and 
that  on  the  bank  of  a  river  that  runs  into  Hudson  River,  and 
they  tloated  down  to  Xew  York  without  any  charge  to  him; 


Your  Lordships  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

B  el  lorn  out. 
Boston, 
Mav  the  L'!Mh  K51M). 
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BKI. I. O.MONT    TO    TIIK     LoiUiS    OF      Ti:AI»E.         Pl.ANS    Tt*    BREAK 

FLETCHER'S  EXTRAVAGANT  (IKANTS. 

IfiOH.    May    31. 

I  intend  pursuant  to  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Lords  Justices  of 
England,  hearing  date  the  Kith  of  November  DS.  to  Indeavour  to  breake  the  two 
excessive  grants  of  land  to  Mr.  I'elllus,  by  Aet  of  Assembly,  and  also  Mr.  Huyurds 
of  forty  miles  loim.  which  comprehends  part  of  the  Mohack's  land,  and  whereof 
they  also  complained  to  me  at  AH. any;  ami  also  to  break  Captain  Evan's  and  the 
lease  of  the  King's  Farm  to  th«-  Church  and  the  King's  Garden  to  Colonel  Heath- 
cote;  all  granted  by  Colonel  Fletcher  most  Imprudently  and  corruptly.  These  I 
believe  I  sh;s!l  prevail  to  g.'t  a  Kill  to  passe  for  the  breaking  of.  And  I  will  have 
a  clause  or  clauses  to  stand  In  the  Kill  to  disable  me  and  all  succeeding  Governours 
from  alienating  or  lessening  the  demesne  of  the  King's  Governour  f,.r  the  time 
being.  When  this  is  done  and  the  before  mentioned  grants  are  vacated  there  will 
remain  these  following  Extravagant  Grants,  vlzt.  Colonel  Smith's  which  Mr. 
Graham  the  Atturny  Gem-rail  assures  me  Is  Hfty  miles  long  and  the  whole  breadth 
of  Nassaw  Island,  most  of  it  granted  by  Colonel  Fletcher.  Then  there  are  besides 
Mr.  Fred.  Phillips's  and  his  son  Adolphus  I'hililps's.  Two  great  tracts  of  land  to 
Coll.  Courtland  one  whereof  is  twenty  miles  squar*-  as  I  am  told,  ar.d  the  other 
not  much  lesse:  Colonel  Heckman's  grant;  Colonel  I'eter  Schuyler's:  Mr.  Living 
stons  and  Mr.  Kanslaer's;  all  which  grants  comprize  I  verily  believe  full  thret? 
fourths  part  of  this  Province,  and  are  on«-  with  another  (the  two  lenses  aforesaid 
exceptedt  twenty  miles  square  by  the  nearest  computation  1  can  make;  so  that  I 
appeale  to  your  Lordships  what  care  lias  been  taken  by  Colonel  Fletcher  of  the 
Interests  of  the  Crown  upon  all  these  vast  grunts,  put  altogether,  which  is  an 
Insufferable  fraud  in  Coll.  Fl.-tcher.-  Col.  I»ocs.  N.  V.  Iv.  ,r>14. 

ACTS  OF  TIN;  ('LASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Examination  of   Kev.    I  hi    Hois. 

IfiOU,  Juno  1st, 

Kev.  (Jualtcrus  <lu  IJ<,is,  S.  Minister!!  Candidatus,  and  now 
called  as  minister  to  Xe\v  York,  after  a  previous  srrmon,  under 
went  the  :inal  examination,  and  did  s«>  acquit  himself  therein  that 
tlio  Assemhlv  eordiallv  admitted  him  to  ordination  to  the  Sacred 
Ministry.  This  was  performed  hy  the  Examiner,  Scrillingh,  by 
the  laving  <  n  of  hands,  viii.  .'105. 

ACTS  OF  THE  1  )E PI; TIES. 
GualthcriiH  du  liois. 

lti!>!»,  .June  L'nd. 

Item.  Rev.  (Jualterus  du  Hois,  having  l»e<'n  appointed  and  or 
dained  a<  a  minister  l»y  the  Classis,  his  Acta  (papers)  were  jyiven 
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to  Rev.  Deputati.  And  inasmuch  as  the  said  Rev.  du  Bois  asks  to 
see  the  conditions  of  his  call,  there?  was  given  him,  to  take  along 
with  him,  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  one  of  the  original  instru 
ments  of  the  call,  whereof  a  duplicate  had  been  sent  us  from  Xew 
York.  xxi.  400. 

CLASSTS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

The  Church  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     June  5th 
1699.     Abstract  in  Mints.  Syn.  North  Holland,  Art.  14,  1700. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  very  Learned  Gentlemen  : — 

It  grieves  us  very  much  to  be  obliged  to  trouble  your  Reverend 
Body,  by  showing  you  how  the  political  power  of  this  Province 
has  suspended  our  minister,  Domine  Godefridus  Dellius,  from 
his  ministerial  functions  in  this  City  and  County  of  Albany. 
This  was  done  on  account  of  his  obtaining,  in  conjunction  with 
five  others  from  the  late  Governor,  Benjamin  Fletcher,  a  certain 
patent  for  a  certain  piece  of  land.  His  Reverence  himself  will 
inform  you  of  the  reasons,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Assembly, 
the  Governor,  (Bellomont),  and  his  Council  proceeded.  Domine 
Dellius  thereupon  resolved  to  go  to  England  in  his  own  defence; 
and  then  to  your  Reverences,  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of 
our  Church.  We  refer  you  to  him  for  further  information.  We 
ourselves*;} re  convinced  that  hN  Reverence  has  been  grossly  insulted 
in  this  whole  business,  and  our  church  has  been  defrauded  of  her 
rights.  This  transaction  took  place  without  our  knowledge.  No 
complaint  had  been  made  by  us  against  Dellius. 

\Vo  no\v  Mt  here  without  sermons  to  listen  to,  and  without  the 
administration  of  the  sacraments.  May  God  in  heaven  have  mercy 
upon  us.  .But  how  can  we  help  ourselves?  We  have  here  no 
('la^sis,  nor  any  other  ecclesiastical  body  to  which  we  might  bring 
our  complaints.  Wo  therefore  very  humbly  request  that  your  Rev 
erences  will  have  the  kindness  to  assist  our  minister,  and  defend 
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our  church  in  her  rights,  bv  such  measure:-  as  vour  ever  \visc  judg©- 
inciit  shall  detenuiiM •;  and  lli;it  such  thini:-  may  n«>t  happen  again 
in  t!i<  futiir*.  I'ut  it  -urh  thinir-  continue,  there  would  be  but 
little  encouragement  to  pre:idn  rs  to  come  over  to  us,  and  what 
would  th(i»  become  of  o\ir  church.  M<  anwhile  Domine  Dellius 
has  given  us  hope  of  his  speedv  return.  \\'e  pray  your  Reverences 
to  assist  us  in  persuading  him  to  do  so.  Mm  if  (n«d  in  his  wisdom 
ha:-  difFerently  ordered,  \ve  have  requested  liis  Reverence,  with  two 
others,  namely,  Messrs.  William  Manker  and  Livinu.-  van  Schaik, 
merchant-  in  Am-t(  rdam.  to  petition  your  Reverences  to  send  an- 
oth(  r  orthodox  teacher  in  the  place  of  his  Reverence.  We  doubt 
not  but  that  your  fatherly  care,  which  has  always  been  so  tender 
towards  u.-,  will  ever  remain  the  same.  Such  care  lias  especially 
been  exhibited  in  sending  u.-  Pomine  Dellius,  through  whose  dili 
gence  and  /eal  three  hundred  and  nine  members,  besides  those  in 
Schenechtadv  and  the  Indian  converts,  have  been  received.  Rev. 
trend  ( lent  lemon  we  dare  not  allow  ourselves  to  enlarge  further 
on  this  subject,  lot  ;!:<  reading  of  such  an  unpleasant  topic  — 
(a  su-pen-i<  ii  <>t  ;t  mini-ier  bv  the  civil  power),  should  become  too 
tedieu-.  DimiiK  Dellius  will  be  able  to  Lrive  by  word  of  mouth 
it  much  beper  icjx  r\  about  ever\'thinir  llian  we  can  do.  We  close 
with  our  heart  fell  and  ttivent.  praver  to  the  ^ood  an<l  Almighty 
(lod,  'hat  he  will  b'.e—  abundantly  your  pei-son-  and  your  services, 
in  building  up  (!o<l  -  ('hurch',  and  I'emain, 

Reverend,   I'iou-  and   \'erv    Learned  (icntlemeii, 

Your  vcrv  obi  (licnl  and  ver\   humble  servants, 

The    KH<  rs    and     Deacon-    of    the    Church    of 
,l<  su     (  'liri-t  at    Albany. 

Albert   Rykmnn 
1'.   Schuyler 
Jacob   I.«»ockerman 

Alb.'Miv.  in  our  Anthony    Mrio 

C'«.nsi.-tnrial  Meetinir  .lobannes  Cuyler 

the  r.lh  of  -lune.   Hill!).  Kvrrl    Main-ker. 
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ADDITIONAL  TESTIMONIALS  TO  DOMINE  DELLIUS. 
(1)  RECANTATION,  BY  JosEm  AND  HENDRICK,  AND  THEIR  PRAYER 

FOOl  FORGIVENESS,  BEFORE  THE  MAGISTRATES  OF  ALBANY,   1699. 

Albany  the  8th  of  June,  1699. 

Just  at  the  departure  of  Domine  Godefridus  Dellius  from  this 
place,  there  appeared  Ilendrick  and  Joseph,  two  praying  savages 
from  the  Maquaas  (Mohawk)  country.  They  were  apparently 
uneasy  in  their  minds  about  what  they  had  testified  against  said 
Domine  Dellius.  In  presence  of  us,  the  undersigned  Justices, 
and  with  Sinnonqurasse,  one  of  the  principal  Sachems  or  Chiefs 
of  the  Maquaas  country  standing  by,  they  made  the  following 
declaration : 

They  said:  Father,  Domine  Dellius,  we  are  sad  at  seeing,  that 
you  are  about  to  depart.  We  have  not  done  it.  It  was  done  by 
others,  who  led  us  as  if  by  a  cord.  We  always  intended  to  be 
true  to  the  father,  Domine  Dellius,  as  we  showed  in  the  war. 
Father,  forgive  us  the  evil  we  have  done. 

Whereupon  Domine  Dellius  immediately  forgave  them. 

The  above  was  interpreted  by  II.  Cornells,  one  of  the  sworn 
interpreters  of  the  Province  of  New  York  among  the  Five 
Nations. 

K.  v.  Rensselaar,  Justice. 
Johannes  Schuyler,  Alderman. 
Hend.  van  Rensselaar,  Alderman. 
Wessel  ten  Broeck,  Alderman. 
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(2)  Propositions  made  by  some  proselytes  and  other  Makvassen 
(Mohawks)  to  Domine  I)ellius,  and  !iis  answer  thereto;  in 
presence  of  some  of  the  Magistrates  of  New  Albany,  the  8th  of 
June  1  <i!M<.  Propositions  made  bv  the  pravin«jr  Indians  and 
some  other  Maquas,  to  Domine  IMlius,  on  the  sth  of  June,  the 
day  of  his  departure  from  Albanv,  (lideon,  the  convert, 
speaker: 

Father:  — 

\Ve  hear  with  threat  irrief  that  you  leave  us,  and  the  reason 
for  it. 

Children : 

The  Governor  does  not  wish  me  to  teach  the  Christians  and 
you,  because,  as  he  says,  1  have  cheated  you  about  the  land,  which 
you  conveyed  to  (  'oloiiel  Srlmyier,  Mr.  YVessel,  myself  and  others. 
I  do  not  know  how  I  could  have  cheated  you.  I  do  not  speak  your 
language,  nor  you  mine.  I  onlv  speak  through  an  interpreter,  and 
have  never  addressed  vou  about  it.  You  have  several  times  re 
quested  that  Christians  miuht  live  amon^  vou,  that  ('hristian 
instruction  mi^ht  lie  better  continued  and  directed  amon^  you, 
and  that  you  might  net  used  to  <  hristian  manners.  That  has 
been  my  intention.  I  shall  f;-!l  the  ^Teat  King  about  it,  and  com 
plain  of  the  injury  done  to  me. 

Father:  It  is  the  truth.  Now  that  v«ui  depart,  it  is  as  much  as 
death  to  us.  \Ve  are  so  .-ad  that  .uir  heart  break.-.  \Ve  have 
never  complained  of  vou.  Concerning1  the  land:  It  was  with 
out  our  kmi-vi'-d^e  that  ih-ndrick  and  Joseph  made  complaint; 
but  they  had  been  put  up  to  it  ;  -»me  Albanians.  Father,  you 
have  made  men  of  us;  fi»r  \ve  \vere  n«>i  men  before  we  became 
Chri.-tians.  \\'e  pray  you  to  teach  ;i-  ati'aiu,  and  return  to  us  soon. 
Thev  laid  di>wn  a  beaver. 

Children:  I'!ven  though  1  u"  acrns^  the  j^reat  waters,  I  shall 
not  forget  you.  1  shall  pray  i"t'  you,  and  do  you,  meanwhile, 
prav  for  me.  Continue  in  what  1  have  tauglH  \'ou.  Sei-\'e  <iod; 
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be  faithful   to  the  government;  live  peacefully  with  each  other, 
and  God  will  bless  you. 

This  was  done  by  Domino  Dellius  and  the  savages,  and  inter 
preted  by  II.  Cornelis,  in  the  presence  of  us,  the  subscribers. 

K.  v.  Rensselaar,  Justice. 

llendr.  van  Kensselaar. 

Job.  Sandertz,  Justice. 
This  done  in  New  Albany, 
the  8th  of  June,  1699. 


Original  in  Latin. 

(3)  Testimonials  of  the  Dutch,  French  and  English  Preachers  in 
New  York,  concerning  Dornine  Dellius,  Minister  at  Albany; 
dated  New  York,  the  21st  of  June,  1099. 

Whereas  the  Rev.  Domine  Godefridus  Dellius,  minister  of  the 
Holy  Gospel,  and  pastor  of  the  Church  at  New  Albany,  has  lately 
been  driven  from  his  church,  and  dismissed  from  his  duties, 
through  the  influence  and  false  accusations  of  some  evil  minded 
persons,  in  scorn  of  his  ecclesiastical  position,  and  to  the  lament 
able  damage  of  said  church: 

Therefore,  We,  the  undersigned,  urged  by  Christian  charity 
and  our  consciences,  have  considered  it  necessary  to  certify  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  said  very  worthy  man,  Domine 
Dellius,  has  directed  the  said  church  at  New  Albany  in  the  most 
praise-worthy  manner  for  sixteen  years;  he  has  assiduously, 
steadily,  and  successfully,  performed  all  ministerial  functions 
during  all  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  when, 
disturbed  by  some  malevolent  adherents  of  Jacob  Leisler,  he  was 
compelled  to  go  into  exile.  We  further  declare,  that  by  his  piety, 
and  all  other  Christian  virtues,  lie  has  made  himself  an  example, 
as  behooves  a  good  pastor  to  do,  and  has  endeared  himself  in  all 


OK  TIIK   STATK  OK   XK\V    Y<>KK.  1'JiM 

1699 

puldic  duties,  Ity  his  philanthropy,  charity  ami  kindness.  We 
finallv  certify  that  the  same  Domine  Dellius  has  converted  many 
Indians  to  tij.-  ('hri>iian  Faith,  with  irreat  lahor;  and  that  these, 
iio\v  a!a>!  in  the  alienee  of  Domine  Dellius,  are  in  the  greatest 
danger  of  falling  into  the  snares  of  the  French  .I<isuits.  \Ve  tes 
tify  all  this  in  the  fear  <>\'  <Iod;  and  commend  <»ur  very  worthy 
and  dear  limthcr  t<»  (I«»d  and  all  iinnd  pei.plc.  (liven  at  Xe\v 
York,  the  -2  1st  of  • I  line,  1  i;i»!». 

Ilenri'-ns  Selvns,  Minister  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  New 
York,  (Minister  N"oo-Ehoraccnsis  Bel^icus.) 

Petnis  I'ciret,  .MiniMcr  of  the  I-'reneh  ( 'liurcli  at  Xe\v 
York,  i  Kcclesiae  jrallieae  Xeo-Eboraceusis,  Minis 
ter.) 

Vv'illiain  Vesey,  Hector  of  Trinity  ('hurch  al  New  York, 
TeiMpli  Trinitatis  Xeo-Khoracensis,  Kect«»r. 

Edward  I'ortlnck,  Uector  of  ( 'hrisl  ( 'hurcli  in  New  Jer 
sey,  lempli  ( 'hri.-ti  de  Xe\\  Jersey,  Uector. 

Daniel  IJondct,  Miiii-ie;-  ••{'  t!ie  Frcncli  and  English 
(  hinvh  at  New  Iloclu-lle,  and  Assi.-tant  'I'caciirr 
of  the  Indian-.  Kc«-!esiac  <  lallicae  et  simul 
Aiiiflicae  Neo  Iviipeliensis,  et  instructione  In- 
dornni  '  01  iici'a riu>. 


(4)    Tc-iinionial  of  tli«-  m<ist   i-r.-iniiient    Men-lianis  of  New  ^'ork, 
eniici-r.nnLi'    Domine    I)cl!ins,    Minister   at    New    Alhany,    dated 

tlie    LMlh    of   .1  l!>|c,     1  t'l'.r.l. 


When -as  1  in-  II'-v.  Mr.  (  r.»d«  I'rid  11-  i  )r! !  i  u-.  in  in  i-N-r  «-f  t  lie  Dutch 
Reformed  ( 'hnrcli  at  Aliiany.  i-  ahout  lo  leave  the  Province,  com 
pelled  liy  the  \iolence  (,f  a  dominant  party.  Iml  without  anv  just, 
can.-*-  >o  far  as  \\c  have  learned  ,,r  have  heen  int'orm«-d;  and  this, 
notwithstanding  he  has  always  1>< m  known  as  a  man  of  i^reat 
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learning,  sound  teaching.,  and  blameless  life  and  conversation; 
having  been  also  of  great  service  to  the  English  interests  in  this 
country,  by  his  successful  efforts  to  convert  the  Five  Xations  to 
the  Christian  Faith;  which  efforts  also  prevented  them  from  join 
ing  the  French  of  Canada,  and  embracing  the  "Romish  religion; 
yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  cause  of  his  troubles, 
which  seem  to  be  without  precedent;  unless  his  faithful  and  duti 
ful  adherence  to  the  English  nation  and  government  have  made 
him  an  object  of  malice  to  some  people;  and  to  intensify  such 
malice,  nothing  has  been  wanting.  His  enemies  have  persecuted 
him  with  the  utmost  hatred,  seeking  to  deprive  him  not  only  of 
the  means  of  living,  but  also  of  his  reputation,  and  all  without 
any  color  of  justice.  Being  fully  convinced  of  his  innocence  as 
well  as  of  his  merits,  we  consider  ourselves  obliged  for  the  sake 
of  truth,  to  offer  him  this  our  testimony,  that  he  may  make  use 
of  it  as  he  shall  see  fit.  Dated  at  New  York  in  the  Province  of 
New  York,  in  America,  this  24th  of  June,  1099. 

Phil.  French  Thomas  Pamer  Beuj.  Aske 

Thomas  de  Kev  F.  Vincent  Will  Morris 

Johannes  Kip  J.  Vullents  David  Jamison 

Peter  Jacobz  Marius  Ben.  Godefray  G.  v.  Cortlandt 

Tho.  Noel  Stephen  Jamain  Kip  van   Dam 

Job.  Abeel  Matth.  Collineau  Brandt  Schuyler 

Ebenesar  Wilken  Jacob  Maile  Kobt.  Lurting 

G.  Moyon  Sam  Bayard  Miles  Forster 

Benjamin  d'JIariette  Augustus  Jay  Sam  Burt 

Gabriel  le  Boy teulz  P.  Mourin  Steph.  de  Lance 

Francois  Ilallin  Giles  Gaudineau  Ouzecl  van  Swieten 

Will.  Anderson  Daniel  Cromineli.il  John  Barbaric 

(  barles  Lodwik  Clan  de  Bruers  Elie  Boudinot 

A.   I).   Philippe  G.  Minville  P.  Beliii 

W.  Jourdain  Nicolas  Jamain 

Louis  Carre  Tho.  Weriham 


OK  THI-:   STATK  OF  XKW    YORK.  1323 

1699 

Original   in   French. 

(5)  Test  inn. ni:i]  of  tin-  Minuter  and  Klders  of  the  French  Church 
at  Now  >i  ork,  concerning  Domini  Delliu?,  Minister  at  New 
Albany,  dated  NYw  York,  this  iT.th  day  of  June,  10!»t». 

We,  the  undersigned  Mini-ti-r  and  Elders  nf  tin-  Church  of  the 
French  Refugees  at  .New  York,  having  heen  requested  hv  Mr. 
Dellius.  Minister  of  the  Holy  (iospel,  and  pastor  of  the  Dutch 
Church  at  Albany,  t<>  give  him  a  testimonial,  to  be  used  where 
ever  necessary,  d<  certify  to  all  those  whom  it  may  concern,  in 
accordance  with  the  knowledge  which  we  have  of  the  services 
and  conduct  of  said  .Mr.  (lodefridus  Dellius  during  ten  years  past; 
when  ( J oil's  providence  led  us  to  this  country:  that  he  has  per 
formed  his  duties  as  a  good  and  faithful  servant  of  Christ,  worthily 
and  honorably  attending  to  all  the  functions  of  his  office;  that 
his  morals  have  not  only  been  blameless,  but  also  very  edifying; 
so  that  he  has  been  no  less  the  ]ov  and  consolation  of  his  flock  by 
the  purity  and  righteousness  of  his  life,  than  by  his  good  and 
learned  instruction.  We  also  certify,  that  he  has  applied  himself 
with  great  care  and  happy  results  to  the  instruction  of  the  In- 
dians,  and  that  with  the  blessing  of  (lod  granted  to  his  labors,  lie 
has  brought  a  considerable  number  of  them  to  know  and  profess 
the  Christian  Faith.  This  has  not  a  little  helped  t«>  keep  the 
others  in  the  interest  of  the  Kngiish  Crown,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  made  bv  the  Jesuit-  of  Canada,  and  others,  to  debauch 
them,  and  draw  them  over  for  the  purpose  of  making  u.se  of  them 
to  disturb  and  ravage  this  colon v.  It  must  be  conceded  that  the 
carefulness  of  said  Mr.  (lodefridus  Dellins  has  been  of  equal 
good  service  to  the  government  and  to  the  church.  We  can,  there- 
tore,  only  see  with  sadne>s  how  this  worthy  -ervant  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  driven  from  his  church,  and  compelled  to  seek  for  the 
vindication  of  his  innocence,  in  the  justice  of  the  King.  Yet 
this  is  to  the  Lrreat  prejudice  of  hi-  tlo.-k,  which,  by  his  absence, 
finds  itself  deprived  of  the  service  of  the  word;  and  of  the  govern 
ment,  which  i<  in  danger  of  losing  the  Indians,  by  the  allurements 
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of  the  enemies  of  this  Crown.  We  commend  him  to  the  protection 
and  care  of  God,  humbly  praying  his  Sovereign  Majesty  to  direct 
his  voyage,  and  soon  to  bring  him  back  to  his  flock,  there  to  con 
tinue  the  functions  of  his  office  according  to  the  wishes  of  his  sor 
rowful  people. 

Done  in  Consistory  at  New  York,  the  ti;")th  of  June,  1090. 

Peiret,  Minister 
Elie  Boudinot,  Elder 
Gabriel   le   Boyteul,    Elder 
Jean  Barbcrie,  Elder 
Paul    Droillet,    Elder 


(0)  Testimonial  by  the  Minister  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Church 
at  Xew  York,  concerning  Doniine  Dellius,  dated  Xew  York 
the  27th  of  June,  1009. 

Being  requested  to  testify  the  truth,  particularly  at  the  de 
parture  of  pious  teachers  from  this  country,  where  preachers  are 
in  great  demand  and  necessary,  because  of  the  great  harvest  to 
ho  gathered:  therefore  we,  the  Minister  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch 
Church  in  the  ( 'ity  of  Xew  York,  in  America,  sorrowful  over  the 
unexpected  departure  of  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  Very  Learned 
Mr.  Gottefridus  Dellius,  preacher  at  Albany,  Schenegtade  and 
of  the  Maequas  savages,  our  friend  and  fellow-laborer,  cannot 
omit,  unless  it  were  for  lack  of  affection,  to  describe  his  Reverence, 
in  his  life,  manners  and  services,  and  to  assist  him  by  a  just  tes 
timonial.  It  is  now  sixteen  years  since  he  was  called,  and  sent 
hither,  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  take  the  service  in 
the  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  Xew  Albany;  he  was  then  be 
loved  by  all,  and  even  now  by  most  of  the  inhabitants,  who  weep 
at  his  departure.  During  all  this  lime,  he  has  as  a  lit  instrument, 
applied  all  his  diligence,  taken  advantage  of  every  chance,  and 
often  used  his  own  means,  for  the  conversion  of  the  savages. 
This  besides  what  we  had  before  mentioned,  has  borne  such  fruits 
and  results,  by  his  sure  and  persuasive  way  of  speech,  that  many 
have  become  converts,  have  been  baptized,  and  now  go  to  com- 
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immion  ;  prav  and  sina'  sonic  of  the  Psalms  of  Davi<l,  an<l  other 
hymns,  al!  in  their  Indian  tongue:  an  example  to  make  ashamed 
Hi  a  ii  v  so-called  (,'hristians.  His  Reverence  has  frequently 
preached  in  our  Church,  and  by  his  sermons  and  edifying  prayers, 
has  given  great  satisfaction  to  all  of  us.  But  nothing  is  more 
changeable  than  the  times,  tlie  world,  and  the  people.  By  the 
change  of  times  and  characters,  Mr.  Dellins  is  now  compelled  to 
leave  for  Kngland  or  Holland:  yet  he  is  universally  acknowledged 
to  he  a  man,  who,  during  the  period  of  his  service,  has  done  well 
both  in  the  administration  of  the  churches  confided  to  his  care, 
and  in  the  conversion  of  the  savages.  Having  thus  exhibited 
what  is  requisite  from  the  servants  of  .lesns  Christ. —  that  his 
"Reverence  lias  been  .-oiind  in  his  doctrine,  clean  in  his  life,  agree 
able  in  his  intercourse,  amiable  and  friendly  in  persuading  and 
converting  the  savages;  who  would  also,  for  his  sake,  do  almost 
anything,  we  cannot  say  more,  than  what  is  expressed  in  the  tes 
timonials  from  New  Albanv,  Schenegtade,  and  of  the  savages 
themselves,  to  which  we  must  refer.  May  the  Supreme  Shepherd 
conduct  his  Reverence  where  it  is  proper,  and  return  him  to  his 
sorrowing  churches  to  the  great  joy  of  their  hearts.  Done  at 
our  Consi.-torial  meeting  in  New  York,  the  27th  of  June,  1(51)0. 

llenricus  Selyns.    Preacher 
Johannes    Kip,    Klder 
,1.    v.   (  'ortlant,    Klder 
.Ian    llaherdink,    Klder 
Boele    KoelofTs,    Elder. 


(7)    Testimonial   of  the    Minister  and   Consistory   of  the  English 

Church  at    New  York,  concerning  Domine  Dellius,  Preacher  at 

New  Albany,  dated  the  27th  of  June   l(i!»0. 

The  Minister,  Vestry  and  Church-Wardens  of  Trinity  Church, 
in  the  Citv  of  New  York,  in  America, 

To  all,  to  whom  thin  may  come,  or  whom  in  any  way  it  mav 
concern,  do  certify  and  declare,  that  the  Rev.  Domine  Godefrid'JS 
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Dellius,  minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Albany,  in 
this  colony,  is  one  who,  during  the  sixteen  years  of  his  residence 
and  clerical  sendees  in  these  parts,  has  had  a  pure  and  unstained 
reputation,  is  of  sound  doctrine,  of  exemplary  life  and  conversa 
tion,  and  has  zealously  and  diligently  labored  for  the  conversion 
of  the  heathen  to  the  faith  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 
In  this,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless  his  undertaking 
with  great  success.  His  relationships  have  always  been  exceed 
ingly  liberal  to  all  Christians,  and  especially  to  the  English 
Church;  and  on  all  occasions  he  has  shown  himself  firmly  bound, 
and  well  inclined,  to  the  English  government  and  nation. 

William   Vesey,   Minister. 

M.  Clarkson  Tho.  Wenham  Mich.  Handon 

David  Jamison  John  Mott  Wm.  Huddleston 

Will :  Anderson  Richard  Willett  John  Hutchins 

New  York,  Robt.  Lnrting 

the  27th  of  June,  Will  Morris 

1699.  Jeremyh  Tothill 

EXAMINATION  OF  HENDRICK  THE  MOHAWK. 

Preseut  —  Hendr.  Hanse  Esq.,   Mayor 
Jan  Janse  Bleeker,   Recorder 
Johannes   Schuyler  ^ 

Johannes  Cuyler 
Jan  Vlnnagen 
Albt.    Rijkman 

Wessel  ten  Brook  "    Es(lrs-     Justices   of  the  Peace. 

Ryer  Shermerhoru 
Jun   Thise 

Keliaen   van   Renslaer     J 
John   Groenendyke,    Sheriffe. 

Interpreted  by: 

Jan  Baptist  van  Eps  who  was  sworn,  Hilletie  the  other  interpreter  was  present 
and  Captain  John  Bleeker  who  understood  the  Indian  language,  and  several  of  the 
inhabitants  as  alsoe  of  the  Maquase  Sachiins  and  other  Indians. 

Albany  the  10th  of  June  1699. 

The  Mayor  Hendr.  Hanse  Esq.,  Jan  Janse  Bleeker  Recorder  and  Ryer  Schermer- 
horn  Ksqnrs.  desired  the  Justices  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  to  be  convened 
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in  the  court  house  In  Order  i.>  examine  lleudrick  the  Christian  MaquaKe  Indian 
about  a  certain  writing  which  was  m.ule  at  the  house  of  Domiue  Dellius  the  8  Inst: 
when  the  said  Mr.  Dellius  went  away  which  has  occasioned  great  disturhauee 
among  the  inhabitants  the  .said  writing  was  given  to  Domiue  Delllus  signed  by  four 
JuNtiees  a  copy  whereof  Captain  Johaiim->  Schuyler  cue  of  the  said  Justices  has 
delivered  to  the  Mayor  and  is  as  follows  being  translated  from  the  Dutch. 

The  underwritten  is  that  which  llendrlck  the  Indian  spoke  to  Domiue  Delllus  In 
our  presence. 

Saying:  Father  Doiuine  Dellius  wee  are  grieved  to  see  you  go  away,  we  have 
not  done  it.  it  is  doue  by  others  who  have  led  us  as  by  a  cord,  we  were  alwayes 
resolved  to  be  true  to  our  Father  as  wee  have  shown  in  the  warr.  Father,  forgive 
us  the  evill  wee  have  committed  against  you. 

Whereupon  Mr.    Dellius  did   Immediately    forgive  them. 

Albany  Mh  of  June  1 »;:»!». 

The  said  Hendrlck  the   Indian   was  asked. 

q.    Was  you  at    Mr.    Dellius' s   house   the  day   before  yesterday'.' 

AllS.     Yes. 

Q.    Was  you  sent   for  or  did  you  go  of  your  own  accord V 

A.    I   was  sent  for  live  times. 

Q.    Who   fetched   you': 

A.   Gideon's   wife  came  the   tlrst    time. 

Q.   Who  came  the  second   time? 

A.   My  Mother  in   Law. 

Q.   Who  came   f.-r  you   the   third   time? 

A.   Gideon's   wife. 

Q.   Who   came   the   fourth   time? 

A.    Some    Indian    women   of  our   nation. 

q.    Who  came  for  you    the  fifth  or   last    time? 

A.    Gideon    the   Maquase   Christian    Indian. 

q.    In   whose   name  did    they   come'.' 

A.  The  messengers  that  came  said  that  Hllle  the  Interpret esse  told  that  we 
should  come  to  Mr.  Dellius's  house  whereupon  Rebec. -ah  a  Christian  Maquaso 
woman  said  that  Hille  had  not  said  so.  but  that  she  had  said  it. 

Then  the  paper  was  produced  which  was  signed  by  the  Justices  and  the  said 
llendrlck  was  asked  sent. -nee  after  sentence  If  he  had  said  so  the  day  before 
yesterday,  viz. 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  Mr.  Del'.ius.  father  Delllus  wee  are  grieved  to  see  (hat  you  go 
a  w  a  y  ? 

A.    Ye*. 

q.    Did  you  SJIT   w.-e  have   not   done  it.   It    Is  done  by  others? 

A.    Yes. 

q.    Did  you  say   wee  have   been   led  as    with   a   c.,rd? 

A.    No,    I    said    no    su-  h    thing. 

q.  Dlil  you  say.  wee  were  always  resolved  to  be  true  to  our  father  as  wee  have 
shown  in  the  warr? 

A.    Yes. 

q.    Did  you  xuy.   father  forgive  us  the  evil   w.-e   have  committed   against   you? 

A.    I    never  said  so. 

q.    Did    Domlne    Delllus    forgive    you? 

A.    I    did    not    ask    for    forglv.-nesse. 

The  said  Hendrlck  said  further  —  that  Hllln  the  Interpn-t.-sse  bid  him  tell  the 
Domlne  Mr.  Delllim  that  he  wished  that  lie  might  returne  to  them  speedily.- 

The  said  Hllle  the  Interpr.-tesse  said  further,  those  persons  that  led  you  with  a 
cord  or  line  are  the  cause  of  Mr.  D<-!llus'«  departure. 
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The  Maquase  Indians  that  were  there  were  asked,  if  they  had  not  heard  Hendrick 
the  Indian  say  that  he  had  been  drawn  as  with  a  cord. —  The  Indians  answered  no 
they  never  heard  him  say  any  such  thin;;. — 

Sinnonquiresse  the  Maquase  Sadiiin  being  asked  the  same  question:  answered 
no.  lie  never  heard  Hendrick  say  so  lint  that  Ilille  the  Jnterpretesse  had  taken  the 
word  out  <>f  liis  month  and  said  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  meaning  of  your  Hendrick  giveing  Doinine  Dellius  your  hand, 
was  not  you  forgiven  then  by  him'.' 

A.   When  Mr.   DeHius  gave  me  his  hand   he  forgave  me  but   I   said  nothing. 

Hendrick  the  Indian  being  desired  to  relate  what  discourse  he  had  at  Mr. 
Dellius's  house  on  the  Nth  inst.  when  the  said  I)ellins  was  going  away. 

Said:  That  he  came  there  with  two  other  Indians  and  sat  in  the  kitchen  drink- 
Ing  some  beer,  then  Mr.  Dellius  came  to  them  with  Ilille  the  Interpretesse,  who 
asked  them  if  it  did  not  grieve  them  the  Uomines  going  away  he  answered  Yes,  it 
did  grieve  him  —  Then  Ilille  the  Interpretesse  said  whose  fault  is  it  that  Mr. 
Dellius  goes  away.  Joseph  the  Indian  would  have  answered  but  Ilille  took  the 
word  out  of  his  mouth  saying,  those  base  people  that  stir  you  up  and  draw  you 
with  a  line  are  the  cause  of  it — The  said  Ilille  said  further  to  Henry  the  Indian 
tell  the  Domine  Mr.  Dellius  that  it  is  their  fault  that  he  goes  away  that  have 
incited  you  against  him  —  She  said  further:  Speak  now,  Mr.  Dellius  is  goeing  over 
sea,  speak  hard  talk  your  best  that  he  may  returne  again  1o  us  in  the  spring  for 
you  are  praying  Indians  —  Henry  reply'd  I  am  alone  what  can  I  do  if  wee  were 
all  together  then  wee  could  speak  but  now  we  can  say  nothing  —  Then  Mr.  Dellius 
asked  said  Henry  —  doe  you  love  me'.' —  Hendriek  Answered  yes,  I  ever  lou'd  you 
since  wee  have  been  praying  Indians,  and  did  never  think,  that  wee  should  have 
disturbed  your  mind,  we  have  observed  and  minded  our  praying  well  and  have 
fought  well  for  the  Country  in  the  late  warr  —  Then  Mr.  Dellius  stood  up  and 
shaked  hands  with  Henry  and  said  I  have  long  expected  you  and  forgave  you  the 
evill  you  have  done  me;  Henry  replyed  I  expected  you  would  have  sent  for  me 
because  you  are  the  greater  man.  but  you  always  sent  for  others,  not  for  me- — Mr. 
Dellius  told  him  it  is  more  proper  that  the  youngest  should  come  to  the  eldest,  I 
expected  you  to  come  without  sending  for  — 

Q.    Who   was   with  you   Henry  when  this  discourse  happened? 

A.  Sinnonquircsse  the  Maquasse  Sachim,  Gideon  and  Joseph  the  Indians  and 
many  Christians. 

Q.  Out   of  whose  mouth  was  this  discourse,  from  the  Domine  or  the  Interpretesse? 

A.   'Tis  all  out   of  the   mouth  of  the   Interpretesse. 

Gideon  was  asked  if  he  was  present  at  this  discourse,  who  answered,  he  came 
at  the  latter  end  of  it. —  Joseph  the  Christian  Indian  being  asked  the  same  ques 
tion,  says,  that  he  heard  all  this  discourse  between  Mr.  Dellius  and  Hendrick  the 
Indian  as  well  as  he  now  hears  it  repeated. —  Itebeccah  the  Macquase  Christian 
woman,  being  examined  if  she  was  present  at  this  discourse,  answered  that  she  was 
present  at  the  last  part  of  it  when  Mr.  Dellius  was  just  going  away,  when  they 
had  done  with  their  discourse. 

Examination   of  Gideon   another  Maquase   Christian   Indian. 

What  was  done  the  morning  Mr.  Dellius  went  away  when  you  and  some  of  the 
brethren  were  sent  for  to  Mr.  Dellius's  house? 

Gideon  answered  that  he  was  not  sent  for  this  morning  but  that  Hille  the 
Interpretesse  told  him  at  Schenectade  that  Mr.  Dellius  was  going  away,  and  why 
he  did  not  JJIM-  and  lake  his  leave  of  him  —  whereupon  Gideon  said  with  what  shall 
I  speak  I  have  caught  nothing  I  can  lay  down,  no  present  when  I  speak  according 
to  our  custome.-  Whereupon  Hille  said  come  here  is  a  bever  skin,  take  that  I 
give  it  you.  and  goe  and  speak  with  that  to  Mr.  Dellius  your  minister  before  he 
goes  away,  goe  and  greet  him  with  that. 
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Gideon  iirrivfii--  here  :i'  A 11. any  w.-i.i  \\ith  another  Indian  to  Mr.  Dcllius's  house 
with  tin-  beaver  ami  left  it  there,  and  afterwards  In-  went  with  five  or  six  more, 
nnd  said:  fatln-r  \\lty  do  you  depart'.'  Mr.  DeMius  answered  My  brethren  tliat 
live  her.'  bring  i:.:::.y  wick,  d  newes  Ini..  my  house,  that  Is  the  cause  of  my  goelng 
away  (iide-.n  asked  Mr.  Dellius  if  i,,.  went  :.i  New  V..rk.  Mr.  Dellius  answered 

that    lie    \\eii:    over   the   grca!    .-ea        Then    said    Hill,     the    luterpretesse  —  All    i •>!•• 

In  the  town  moe.'n  ami  cry  for  Mr.  l»eKius  and  you  must  do.-  the  same-  -  '1  hen 
Gideon  took  the  Leaver  and  said  to  Mr.  Dellius.  I  am  grieved  to  my  soul  that  y»\\ 
goe  away:  how  shall  it  liee  when  you  arrive  nver  the  great  sea:  and  hear  what  you 
goe  fur  thither,  will  you  come  again.-  when  this  evill  is  over  that  is  m>w  done  to 
you —  Mr.  Dellius  said  he  would  not  forget  them  —  Hill.-  the  lnter|.retesse  acknowl 
edges  that  she  gave  the  said  Indian  the  Heaver  to  greet  Mr.  Dellius  withall  who 
was  goeiug  aw.iy.  ai.d  withall  she  desired  that  he  should  take  Captain  Johu 
Itleeker,  Kveret  \Vendel  Junr.  Ahr.  Si-hiiyler  or  any  that  understood  the  language- 
to  he  interpreters  between  the  Indians  and  Mr.  Dellius  the  Minister.— 
(.signed)  Robert  Livingstone. 

Secretary    for  the   Indian   afTalrs. 

Coi.  DO.-S.  N.  v.  h.  :.:'.'.'.  r.-io,  r.-n. 

ic.lt: i.  July  L'2. 

I  s<  nd  your  Lordships  six  months  minutes  of  Coiim-H.  by  this 

conveyance,  and  also  the  t  ranseripts  of  the  laws  ,  na>  •:..<!  this  last  session  of 
.Assembly  of  New  Yorke.  The  Aet  whieh  breaks  some  of  Fletcher's  Kxtravagant 
Grunts  of  Land,  has  much  inraged  t!ie  grantees  against  m>-.  but  I  little  value  that, 
being  satisfied  in  u.y  own  conscience  that  'tis  honest  and  just  to  dissolve  and  make 
void  grants  that  have  been  fraudulently  obtained,  ami.  what  is  more,  having  hail 
the  orders  of  the  Lords  Justices  of  Knglan.l  bearing  date  the  loth  of  last  November 
for  so  doing.  Mr.  D-  Iliiis  the  Dutch  Minister  at  Albany  who  had  the  two  largest 
grants,  is  gone  to  Kn-land  to  complain  and  try  to  hinder  the  King's  approving  that 
Act.  which  breaks  his  and  some  few  oilier  grants.  The  angry  people  of  New  York 
have  made  a  purse  of  live  hundred  pounds  for  him.  and  those  of  Albany  two  hun 
dred  pounds,  not  that  he  had  need  of  it.  for  by  his  penury  he  has  got  a  good  deal  of 
money  of  his  own.  He  has  carried  home.  I  mean  to  Kngland.  certificates  of  hlri 
piety  and  good  life,  under  the  hands  of  the  anury  people;  and  I  am  told  there  are 
counter  certificates  signing  by  the  l.eisler  party  with  four  times  the  number  of 
hands  to  "em.  If  a  great  liar,  incendiary  and  proud  person,  make  up  the  character 
of  piety,  then  Mr.  Dellius  may  pass  for  a  saint. 

I  sent  your  Lordships  formerly  the  conferences  I  had  with  the  M.diack  Indians  at 
Albany,  and  then  observed  what  Impudent  lyes  Dellius  told  me.  In  the  face  of  all 
the  Magistrates  of  that  town  and  manv  other  persons.  I  since  sent  your  Lord-hips 
my  Lieutenant  Governor's  rertlticate.  along  with  my  letter  of  the  l.'tth  April  last, 
to  show  how  qub-kly  Deilius  went  about  to  divide  my  Lieutenant  Governor  from 
me.  and  make  him  joyne  with  himself  and  party  against  me.  Till  I  went  to  Albany 
he  always  prayed  in  Church  for  the  Crown  of  Kngland.  but  not  for  King  William. 
I  remember  the  first  Sunday  after  my  going  to  Albany.  Home  of  the  hmiest  Dutch 
went  to  hear  him  preach,  (of  those  I  mean  that  accompanied  me  from  New  Yorke 

thither),  and  observing  he  pnty'd  not  for  the  King,  complained  to  i if  It.  I  sent 

for  him  and  reprove. 1  him.  ami  his  excuse  was  that  It  was  Sacrament  day,  and  not 
customary  on  thos,.  days  to  pray  for  anybody  In  the  Dutch  Churches  I  could  not 
believe  him  then,  not  do  I  vet.  but  It  was  a  blundering  lying  excuse  like  the  man 
that  made  it.  He  was  one  day  Indea v  ..ring  to  suborn  Henry,  a  Christian  pn-achlnic 
Indian,  to  swear  against  two  or  three  of  the  Magistrates  of  Albany  that  are  not  In 
his  favour,  and  the  Indian  came  to  th Magistrates  and  told  'em  what  Delllui 
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had  been  laboring  to  make  him  sweare,  and  cried  out  with  horrour  and  amazement, 
Good  God!  what  does  Mr.  Dellius  mean  by  teaching  to  lye,  and  yet  pretend  to 
save  our  souls.  This  happen'd  last  summer,  and  those  Magistrates  sent  me  word 
of  it.  Dellius  has  now  carried  over  with  him  a  certificate,  or  some  such  instrument, 
under  the  hands  of  four  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  Albany,  of  a  confession  made  by 
Henry  and  some  other  Christian  Indians;  but  the  other  Magistrates  hearing  of  it, 
about  a  douseu  of  them  examiu'd  Henry  and  the  rest,  and  put  the  examination  into 
writing,  which  goes  (No.  3j;  by  which  your  Lordship  will  see  that  he  tampered, 
and  used  artifices  with  them,  to  get  them  to  lament  his  leaving  the  Province;  and 
a  goud  part  of  what  he  had  set  down  in  writing  as  a  confession  of  theirs,  they 
positively  deny  to  have  said  in  this  paper. 

My  Lieutenant  Governour,  hearing  what  contention  and  heats  Dellius  had  caused 
among  the  people  at  Albany  by  his  ill  practices  with  those  Indians,  cited  him  and 
them  to  appear  before  himself  and  the  Council  at  New  Yorke,  there  to  be  fairly  and 
openly  examined;  but  Dellius  absconded  and  would  not  appear,  getting  into  the 
Jerseys  to  be  out  of  my  Lieutenant  Governor's  reach,  and  from  thence  he  imbark'd 
for  England.  His  hopes,  I  understand,  are  to  stir  up  the  Classis  of  Divines  at 
Amsterdam  and  those  that  reside  in  London,  to  take  his  part.  Then  he  thinks  he 
has  a  sure  friend  of  the  Bishop  of  London  by  the  means  of  Colonel  Fletcher,  and 
I  heare  Mr.  Vesey,  the  English  Minister  at  New  Yorke,  has  writ  large  encomiums 
of  him  to  the  Bishop.  And  my  Lieutenant  Governor  writes  to  me  that  Vesey  has 
left  me  out  of  his  prayers,  as  Governour,  and  prays  for  Dellius  by  name,  both  in 
the  Common  Prayer  and  afterwards  in  the  pulpit,  desiring  God  to  give  him  a  pros 
perous  voyage,  to  deliver  him  from  the  violence  of  his  enemies,  and  send  him  safe 
back  again  to  his  flock.  This  is  such  an  insolence,  as  I  must  desire  your  Lordships 
will  please  to  joine  with  me,  to  have  this  man  deprived,  for  it  cannot  be  thought  I 
will  ever  go  to  chureh  while  that  fellow  continues  Minister  there.  What  is  personall 
to  myself  I  can  forgive,  but  for  him  to  pray  publickly  for  Dellius  and  his  return 
to  his  flock,  when  he  stands  deprived  by  Act  of  Assembly  in  such  an  arraignment 
of  the  justice  of  the  Province,  that  there's  an  end  of  government,  if  such  an 
insolence  be  suffered  to  passe  unpunished. 

To  show  your  Lordships  how  strangely  disingenuous  this  man's  carriage  has  been 
to  me,  he  sent  me  word  by  Mr.  Graham  the  Attorney,  that  the  angry  party  at  New 
Yorke  led  him  such  a  life,  for  preaching  up  and  exhorting  to  peace,  charity  and 
reconsiliatiou,  (tho'  himself  uiedled  not  with  parties),  that  he  should  be  forced  to 
quit  the  town  and  Province;  he  afterwards  came  and  told  me  the  same  thing,  and 
that  he  looked  upon  that  wicked  temper  of  theirs  to  be  a  sure  argument  of  their 
ituilt  and  of  their  being  in  the  wrong.  The  same  also  he  told  my  Lieutenant  Gover 
nor,  and  likewise  a  story  of  Colonel  Fletcher,  that,  for  the  vanity  of  it,  equalls  his 
stiling  himself  Imperator,  in  the  inscription  under  his  coat  of  Arms  within  the 
Fort.  Vesey  confessed  he  had  obligations  to  Colonel  Fletcher,  yet  he  could  not 
hut  own  he  was  an  ill  man,  and  he  gave  the  following  reason  for  it;  that  after  I 
had  superceded  Colonel  Fletcher,  he  went  and  read  prayers  at  his  house,  praying 
for  him  as  a  private  person,  and  leaving  out  the  titles  of  Governor  and  Excellency. 
After  prayers  Colonel  Fletcher  called  him  aside,  and  asked  how  he  came  to  leave  off 
praying  for  him  as  he  used  to  doe,  and  whether  he  had  forgot  his  respects  for  him. 
Mr.  Vesey  made  answer  that  he  being  no  longer  Governor,  he  thought  he  could  not 
truly  nor  justly  give  him  the  titles  belonging  to  a  Governor.  Upon  which  Fletcher 
with  great  passion  bade  him  be  gone  out  of  his  house  and  never  come  near  him 
any  more,  for  he  would  have  no  more  to  say  to  him  or  his  prayers.  This  I  had 
from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  at  New  Yorke,  who  is  too  much  a  man  of  honour  to 
forge  viich  a  story. 

Vcsey's  father  lives  near  this  town,  is  a  most  violent  Jacobite,  and  perhaps  the 
boldest  and  most  avowed  one  that  has  been  known  any  where.  The  indictment, 
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(for  he  was  try'd.  convict,  and  sentenced  to  stand  in  the  pillory  for  uttering 
desperate  words  against  his  Majesty.,  is  worth  your  Lordships  reading.  :i  copy 
whereof  u  ..-s  i  N •>.  -l.i:  th>'  it  be  not  a  constant  rule  tliat  tin-  -aim-  principles  de 
scend  from  f:r  !i.-r  to  son.  y«-t  it  must  In-  granted  that  where  a  son  is  bred  up  t<» 
the  age  of  :>.  man  ruder  an  ill  fath.-r.  'tis  extraordinary  if  th-  son  do  not  Imbibe  Ill 
principles  from  tin-  ill  man  his  fath.-r:  so  tliat  .-\t  radii--,.,  one  would  incline  to 
be!ic\c  Pars,  n  Ve--y  disaffc."  ,-d  to  th.-  <  Io\  emim-n'  :  ami  his  behavior  at  Yorko 
since  my  coming  away  roniinns  me  that  In-  Is  so.  I  desire  your  Lordships  will 
pi. -a—  to  pr-vail,.  with  My  Lord  of  London  to  send  over  a  go,,.!  mod-rat.-  I>iviin»  of 
the  Church  of  L'nglaud,  to  supply  the  curt-  at  NYw  York.'.  In  the  room  of  Mr. 
Ves.-y:  f..r  I  take  i  he  honor  of  the  government  to  be  con<-«-rn.-d  In  the  displacing  of 
that  man.  Ami  I  must  further  presume  to  t«-ll  your  Lordships  that  If  he  he  not 
turned  <>i:t.  and  I>.-!!lus  kept  out.  so  as  that  Art  of  Ass.-mldy  that  deprives  the 
latt.-r  lie  maintained  and  approved  at  hom.-.  there  will  !>••  no  business  for  me  at 
New  York.-,  nor  indeed  for  any  hon.-st  <  iov-rnoiir:  for  the  people  there  being  so 
headstrong  .--.nd  tumultuous  as  they  an-  already,  how  niU'-h  nmre  will  they  lie  so. 
If  their  party  receives  rount emine,-  and  favour  from  the  Cov.-rnrnent  In  Midland. 

If  yo-.ir  Lordships  mean  I  shall  g<>  on  to  l>r.-ak  the  r«--t  of  the  Kxtravacnnt 
M  rants-  of  1-md  l.y  Colon. -1  I-Met.-h'T  or  other  <  ',o\  ernours,  |,y  A.-t  of  Asseinldy.  I 
shall  stand  in  need  of  a  peremptory  order  from  the  Klnjr  so  to  do;  whleh  will 
animate  the  House  of  Representatives  that  sometimes  have  not  eouratfe  to  go 
through  with  a  business,,  of  that  kind,  unless-  they  see  they  shall  l»e  supported  t>y 
the  government  of  Kn^land.  The  Lords  Justices  letter,  of  the  lOth  of  last  Novetn- 
her.  Is  with  me  a  sullident  authority  to  proceed  In  that  matter;  hut  I  know  that 
orders  renew'd  from  Court  are  more  forcible  with  the  people  I  have  to  deal  with, 
both  in  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  New  Yorke.  If  I  may  not  proceed  with  the 

breaking    of    the    remaining    Kxtravagant    (Irants,    then    I    shall    b me    an    humble 

petitioner  that  the  Act  I  now  send  home  for  breaking  !>>dlhis's  two  grants  etc. 
may  not  receive  the  King's  approbation,  but  be  rejected;  for  I  should  reckon  It  a 
great  Injustire  to  break  some  -rants  and  spare  others  no  less*-  extravagant  than 
they;  and  I  would  by  tm  means  be  an  Instrument  In  such  InJuHtlce 

My  one  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly  of  New  Yorke  now  sent,  there  Is  n  present  of 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  New  York  money  made  to  me,  and  live  hundred  pound*  to 
my  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  House  of  Representatives  would  have  presented  me 
with  two  thousand  pounds,  but  I  refused  so  great  a  sum.  because  I  found  upon 
inquiry  none  of  the  c.overnours  before  me  had  above  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  und 
I  thought  it  best  to  walk  by  precedent.  The  Act,  las  the  king's  liiHtrtictloiiM 
directs),  gives  the  money  to  his  Majesty  with  an  humble  desire  that  hlx  Majenty 
will  be  pleas.sl  to  bestow  It  on  me,  ami  my  Lieutenant  Governour.  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  procure  the  King's  leave  and  order,  that  wo  may  have  the  advantage 

of    it.    and    that    as    soon    as    conveniently    may    be,    for    we    stand    In    n I    of    that 

benevolence  of  the  countries. 

The  Hous,-  of  Representatives  sent  up  a  Mill  to  me  and  the  Council  for  nettling 
a  IHssentlng  Ministry  In  that  Province,  but  It  being  contrary  to  his  Majesty's 
instructions,  and  besides  having  been  credibly  informed  that  some  of  thoHe  Min 
isters  do  hold  strange  erronlous  opinions  In  matters  of  Faith  and  Doctrine.  I  would 

not   gi\e  the  assent    to  that    Mill,    but   rejected   It 

My    Lords. 

Your   Lordships  most   humble  and  obedient   servant, 

Melloinollt. 


Boston. 
July  'Jl.'nd 


—  Col.    DO.-H.    N.    Y.    Iv.    :..'Ul  <V 
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SY.XOD  OF  NOUTII    HOLLAND,  AT  HAARLEM. 

lOr/i),  July  28-Aug.  0. 
Article   10. 

Extract   from    letters   from    New   York,    of   September   14,   and 
December  15,  1698;  by  Rev.  Ilenricus  Selyris. 

1.  That    some    disturbances    bad    arisen    tbere,    because    s-me 
members  wished  to  force  Rev.  Nucelia  upon  that  church   (New 

York)- 

2.  Tli at  they  together  with  the  majority,  arid  those  the  most 
prominent    members,    had     called    Rev.   Yerdieren,   minister    at 
Bruinisso  in  Zeeland. 

3.  That,  they  asked  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  make  this  call  acceptable 
to  him,  and  to  procure  his  dismissal. 

4.  That  in  case  Rev.  Yerdieren  should  decline  they  authorized 
the  Rev.  Classis  to  call  a  minister. 

5.  They  send   a  list  of  sixty  five  children   all  of  whom  could 
recite  the   Psalms  without  missing.     They  also  presented  an  In 
dian  Bible,  (Eliot's)  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  indicate  the  zeal  felt 
there  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen. 

Article  44. 
Classical  changes  reported  by  Amsterdam. 


Rev.  Gualterus  du  l>ois  departed  to  New  York. 


CHURCH  OF  NEW  YORK. 

1699,  Aug.  7. 

Communications  having  come  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
which  represent  the  person  and  the  call  of  Domine  G.  du  I>ois  as 
minister  here,  it  was  resolved  to  receive  him  as  such  and  pay  the 
yearly  salary.  This  was  signed  by  all  except  Deacon  Kip,  who 
gave  no  reason  for  not.  signing.  Lib.  A.  7. 
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BKLMONT  T-ITII:-:  LORDS  OK  TRADE. 

!(«»!».  Au«.  1M. 

I  send  your  l.ordship.s  the  Minute  of  Council  <.f  i  In-  'joth  of  July,  which  relates 
to  tli«-  s.-i/.iu,'  some  few  I. ales  <>f  |-::ist  India  ^-ods,  con veyed  into  Nassaw  Island 
and  Connecticut  <  ;<r.  •iTiitni'iit.  from  on  hoard  Kidd's  sloop.  Also  tin'  Lieutenant 
Governor  ami  Council's  convcnini;  four  Justices  of  the  Peace  from  Alliany,  (friends 
of  Mr.  I»eiiiusi,  who  had  privately,  ai  Mr.  hellius's  house,  sul.orn'd  two  or  throe 
of  tin-  Ma.piaes  Indians  that  an-  <  'hrlst ians,  to  make  a  lyin^  df<-tarat ion  in  favour 
of  Mr.  I'ellit.s,  an  account  of  which  declaration  I  «av»-  your  Lordships  in  my  former 
U'tt.-r  of  Mi--  ^-j,,d  of  last  month.  Then  then-  is  in  the  said  Minnie  the  thanks  of 
the  Moha.-k  or  Maqnaes  Indians  fur  our  vacating  Mr.  Di'Ilius's  grant  of  their  laud, 
which  I  parii.-clarly  recommend  to  y..nr  l.ord>hips  pen:sall:  th.-  >ald  Minute  of 
Conu.-i!  i;o.--  (No.  ICi.  «'ol.  I>o.-s.  N.  V.  iv.  :..".:.. 

ACTS  oi    'i'lii-;  (  "I.ASSIS  <>!••  AMSTKKDAM. 
Rev.    i  )cllius. 

i •;'.»'.»,  Sept.  7th. 

Iic\.  I)c!lins  oi'  .\!l.;iM\'.  wli'i  accordint!;  to  ctTt  iiicatc,  1ms  fol 
lows:  '!.<'  S;icrcil  Aiinistrv  vcr\'  laudilhly,  for  x\'i  vcars,  rcijucsts 
the  ai-1  of  i  his  A.-scMil>!y.  that  In-  may  l»c  airain  settled  in  the 
Sucre;}  Ministry.  This  was  Lria<i!v  (agreed  to),  viii.  •"•  1  1  ;  xix.  255. 


lll'.t'.t,     Sept.     11. 

My    Lord:—  Von   have   I pleased   to   recommend    Mr.    V.-s.-y   to  me   in  one  or   two 

letters,  whi.-h  you  have  don--  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  since  my  leaving  Knjj- 
!:i  ltd;  and  !  pai.l  .«ti.-h  re.-p.-.-t  t,,  your  Lordship's  recoiiim-mlar  ion.  that  I  prevailed 
wi;h  the  ( -,,11:1-1;  of  N.-w  Vorke  to  joym-  with  me  in  >-. •tiling  twenty  six  p'.nndH  a 
year  on  him  to  pay  the  hire  of  his  house.  And  I  resolved  to  take  the  Assembly  In 
a  ;,'ood  Immo-ir  and  prevail  with  them,  if  possil.ly  I  cmild.  to  s.'ttl.-  <m  Mr.  Ve«ey 
and  nil  his  siieee-sors  in  th.it  cure,  a  further  maintenance  of  tlfty  pounds  a  year, 
O\.T  and  al.ove  ;h«-  one  liundred  i»oumls  a  year  he  has  at  present.  I  must  observe 
to  vour  Lordship,  that  I.efor.-  I  «oi  the  t.v.-nty  six  pounds  a  year  allowed  him  by 
iry-i'lf  and  the  Council;  Mr.  Vc^ey  ;iml  I  had  a  yooil  correspondence  with  each 
oth.-r:  and  I  iinited  him  often  to  .line  with  me.  \\hidi  eomnionly  passes  with  mou 
as  a  token  of  friendship.  And  Mr.  iJril-am  the  Attorney  c.-nei-il  told  me,  <UH  I 

nnder^t 1    Itt,    from    Mr.    \'es.-\.    that    he    was    much    melted    and    overcome    l.y    my 

kindness  to  him;  that  lie  could  not  Iml  he  taken  with  my  moderation  In  the 
A<!M!nl-tnitl,.:i  of  Mi"  <  '>•>;  ernni'-nt  ;  that  !•<•  wondred  how  any  of  his  contf  r«->;nl  loll 
,.,,.. ;,|  !,e  my  .•neinies;  l.ut  that  he  saw  plainly  their  wl-  k.-diiess  was  such  ,-IH  to 
H  .-M.e  them  •  -apaliie  of  e\  .-!•-.  t  !iiii_-  that  was  liase  and  nnchrlst  Ian ;  and  he  told  the 
At'oriK-y  thai  he  was  weary  of  his  life,  and  mu-t  forsake  New  York.-,  he  WJIM  no 
teas,-<!  and  reproved  l,y  the  aii-ry  party,  for  pr.-achlnx'  up  a  s,'oo.|  life  and  the  frnltM 
of  it.  -.  l/.t.  peace,  love  .snd  charity  and  the  like;  that  he  m.-dl  -d  not  with  parties. 
Thl-i  very  declaration  Mr.  Vesey  came  on.-e  or  twli-e  and  made  to  me.  minh  lament- 
In^  and  ilei-ryiiik'  die  wickedness  of  the  aiiKi'v  men  »f  In-  con^recatlon  OIK-  would 

think    that    Mr.    Vesey    sh'inlil    in    eommoti    prudence,    df   he    had    no?    virti non^h), 

rontlnne    his    respect    to    me    unless    the   an^ry    men,    (as    he   <-al!'d    'eini.    of    iiis    eon- 
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gregation,  had  become  better,  and  I  worse:  and  that  I  bad  done  some  gross  ill 
thing  to  disoblige  him.  P.ut  I  do  verily  believe  Mr.  Vesey  wants  honesty,  and  is 
by  the  angry  party  brib'd;  and  your  Lordship,  I  am  perswaded,  will  be  of  that 
opinion,  when  you  have  received  thv  papers  and  evidences  I  send  with  this  letter, 
which  I  desire  yovir  Lordship  will  be  at  the  pains  of  reading,  that  being  rightly 
informed,  you  may  judge  equitably  between  Mr.  Vesey  and  me.  I  shall  begin  with 
the  father  of  Mr.  Vesey,  to  let  your  Lordship  see  what  education  he  has  had,  and 
under  what  a  sort  of  father. 

I  send  the  copy  of  the  record  of  his  father's  being  try'd.  convict,  and  pillory'd 
here  at  Boston,  for  being  the  most  impudent  and  avowed  Jacobite  that  has  been 
known  in  America.  Then  there  goes  the  certificate  of  the  Lieutenant  Governour 
of  New  Yorke,  and  the  depositions  of  Mr.  Walters,  a  member  of  his  Majesty's 
Council,  and  of  Parson  Smith,  of  his  praying  publickly  in  church  for  Mr.  Dellius, 
deprived  by  Act  of  Assembly  of  his  beuetice  at  Albany,  fur  his  ill  life.  In  the 
next  place  goe  the  exliacts  of  several!  letters  from  the  Lieutenant  Governour  of 
New  Yorke,  to  me.  about  Mr.  Vesey's  insolence  openly  in  the  church,  and  privately 
to  the  Lieutenant  Govcrnour;  which  I  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  perusal  as 
being  extraordinary  and  needing  not  any  animadversion  of  mine.  Then  there  goes 
the  depositions  of  Mary  Cross,  of  John  Saunders  and  Susanna,  his  owne  uncle  and 
aunts,  about  christening  three  or  four  children  of  incestuous  birth,  as  will  appear 
by  the  said  depositions;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  parents  continued  then  at 
that  very  time  in  their  wicked  incestuous  course  of  life,  which  I  take  to  be  ex 
pressly  contrary  to  a  cannon  of  the  church,  us  I  have  been  informed,  for  I  pretend 
riot  to  be  so  happy  as  to  be  vers'd  in  that  sort  of  reading.  I  have  figured  or 
numbered  the  severall  papers  in  the  same  order  I  have  mentioned  them;  and  now  I 
submit  to  your  Lordship's  justice  whether  such  a  minister  be  to  be  suffered  in 
such  a  place  as  New  Y'orke,  where  the  people  for  the  most  part  are  disaffected  to 
tin-  King's  government,  and  so,  apt  to  faction  and  sedition.  Therefore  I  expect 
your  Lordship  will,  without  any  further  solicitation  of  mine,  examine  the  truth  of 
this  charge  against  Mr.  Vesey;  and  when  you  are  satisfied  therein,  that  you  will 
consent  to  his  being  immediately  depri\ed  of  his  benetice  at  New  Yorke.  I  cannot 
believe  your  Lordship  will  countenance  a  man,  so  insolent  and  wicked,  as  he  is,  to 
fly  in  the  face  of  government  without  just  cause  and  provocation. 

I  come  next  to  give  your  Lordship  a  short  account  of  Mr.  Dellius  the  minister  of 
Albany,  who  is  lately  gone  to  England  to  try  to  make  an  interest,  to  be  restored  to 
his  hue  benefice:  but  rather  the  two  extravagant  grants  of  .'and  by  <'olonel  Fletcher 
to  him.  I  gave  the  Lords  of  the  Council  of  Trade,  and  the  rest  (if  the  ministers, 
formerly,  an  account  of  the  wickednesse  of  that  man:  of  being  a  most  impudent 
lyar  in  my  own  hearing:  and  his  being  a  drunkard  and  immoral  man.  as  can  be 
proved  by  the  testimony  of  undoubted  credible  persons;  and  his  defrauding  the 
Monad;  Indians  of  {iv-ir  land  in  a  clandestine,  wicked  manner,  to  the  endangering 
of  the  losse  of  that  and  the  rest  of  the  Nations  of  Indians  fiom  their  subjection  to 
the  Croun.  If.  (I  say),  these  articles  are  of  force  to  blacken  Mr.  Dellius.  and 
make  him  odious  to  ail  men  of  vertue,  I  do  undertake  to  prove  'em  all  undeniably. 
There  is  yet  a  further  Article  against  Mr.  Dellhis:  about  a  m.Mith  since  there  came 
three  or  four  Frenchmen  from  Canada  to  Albany  to  trade,  and  one  of  them  brought 
a  letter  directed  to  Mr.  Dellius;  but  he  being  gone  for  England,  and  the  Frenchman 
delivering  the  letter,  (as  1  guess),  to  a  wrong  hand,  that  was  not  Dellius's  friend, 
he  opened  it,  and  fcund  it  to  be  from  a  French  woman,  who  had  been  some  months 
ago  a  prisoner  at  A'bany,  and  was  set  at  liberty  by  my  order,  and  went  to  Canada; 
and  the  woman  in  this  letter  laments  the  disgrace  of  being  with  child  by  Dellius, 
and  desires  he  will  send  her  some  releif  for  her  ami  the  child's  maintenance.  The 
letter  is  fall-'ii  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nucella,  a  Dutch  Minister  at  a  towue  called 
Kiugstowne.  in  the  Province  of  New  Yorke.  and  ]  believe  I  shall  have  a  copy  of  it. 
1  have  an  account  of  this  letter  by  three  or  four  several  hands  from  New  Y'orke, 
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sc  thin  I  r:imn,i  .1. .:•».•  <>f  tin-  Irtish  of  there  l-ing  such  a  letter.  If  Mr.  Nucella 
will  part  with  i:.  1  will  send  your  Lordship  a  ci.py  "f  It.  thut  you  UIH.V  be  con 
vinced  of  the  1, -wiln. -ss  of  that  man.  ami  sec  h,,\v  much  !)••  is  tin-  better,  for  such 
\ouchers  as  Mr.  Vesey  ami  the  rest  of  those  that  h.i\c  a  forma!  a  lid  lowd  complaint 
of  me,  to  your  Lordship  from  .New  York*-.  1  cannot  hut  fanele  the  NODS  of  Kll.  that 
wen-  destroyed  by  tin-  from  heaven.  \\ete  a  type  of  Mr.  lit-lllus:  his  familiarity 
with  the  French  wiiinan  is  parallel  to  tin-  sin  rommliti-d  by  those  two  at  the  door 
of  the  Tabernacle:  and  his  insatiable  covetuousness,  In  procuring  two  st;<-h  vast 
grants  of  land,  bear  a  resemblance  with  their  taking  up.  by  \loleine,  a  double 
portion,  (or  what  a  tlcsh  fork  would  tiring  out  of  the  p»t  at  twlcei.  of  flesh. 
Whereas  by  the  Leviticall  Law  they  were  to  have  but  one  forkful  for  a  prlest'a 
share.  If  Mr.  Delllus  had  been  an  honest  and  Innocent  man,  why  did  he  avoid 
appearing  before  the  Lieutenant  (Jovernour  and  Council  of  NYw  Vorke.  when  he 
was  summoned  to  be  confronted  with  the  three  Mohack  Indians,  (he  had  suborned!, 
and  examined  with  those  Indians.  Hut  instead  of  that,  abscond  and  fly  out  of  the 
country,  as  your  Lordship  will  see  by  a  Minute  of  Council  of  the  Hist  of  June, 
which  1  send  with  the  other  papers. 

Mr.  Myles  and  Mr.  Krid^e  are  good  preachers.  I  will  give  them  all  the  counte 
nance  and  encouragement  I  can.  Our  church  here  Is  very  neat  aud  convenient. 
but  'tis  too  small:  and  Mr.  Myles  tells  me  a  great  many  more  people  would  coiue 
to  our  church  if  there  were  room  for  'em. 

1   am   with  respect   My   Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  nm^t   humble  and  faithful  servant, 

Hellomont. 

Boston.  —  Col.    lines.    N.    Y.    Iv.   ,'»80-2. 

Sept.   the  llth   lli'.K). 


IJL  OF  BELI.OMONT  T»>  SECHETAHY   POPPLE. 

Boston.   September  \'>. 


1  desire  you  will  procure-  the  reading  of  my  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  to 
the  Lords  of  Trad"  and  the  e\M"nces  that  belong  to  It.  that  they  mny  be  made 
sensible  of  the  kna\ery  of  Mr.  Vcsey  the  MiniMei  of  New  Yorke  and  of  I»elllu«.— 
Col.  I  toes.  N.  Y.  Iv.  .".s<;. 


ClovEK.NoK  BELLOMONT,  AT  MORTON.  TO  THE  ('LASSIS  <>i    A.M- 

STEICDA  M. 

i •;;•:».  Oct.  i:;. 

It  is  to  IK-  rc^rn-ttc<l  that  tins  Idler  lias  n«.t  l.rfii  found.  It  is 
ircipiciitlv  referred  t<»  in  sMl>se<jiicnt  letters.  It  was  translated 
int<»  I  hitch  f«r  the  use  <>f  ( 'Insi-is  . I  line  I7<n>.  It  was  answered 
in  detail,  l>v  Ddiiine  Dellius,  in  an  elaborate  I  )efcncc  of  himself 
l.efore  ( 'las-i.-.  October  Jlst.  I7<i(i.  The  ( 'lassis  also  replied  to 
this  letter  of  I Vlloinont's  on  !)<•<•.  L".I,  I7<i<i.  From  these  two 
papers  the  purport  of  I{ell«>moiit's  letter  i.-  ohvious. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Exchange  of  Revs.  Dellius  and  Lydius,  and  the  Churches  of 
Albany  and  Antwerp. 

1<>(,)9,  Xov.  14th. 

There  came  within  the  Rev.  Dellius,  late  minister  at  Xe\v 
Albany,  and  Mr.  Levinus  van  Schayck.  They  handed  over  their 
instructions  from  that  church,  to  call,  in  connection  with  the  Rev. 
Classis,  a  minister  to  Albany,  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  with  the  power  to  increase  it  to  a  thousand 
guilders.  It  now  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Classis  that  Rev. 
John  Lydins  at  present  minister  at  the  so  called  Olyfberg  (Mount 
of  Olives),  at  Antwerp,  was  willing  to  make  a  change  and  go  over 
to  Albany,  in  case  the  Deputies  of  Synod  would  call  Rev.  Dellius 
in  his  place.  Of  this  exchange  the  Assembly  approved,  and  there 
upon  called  Rev.  Lydius  to  the  service  of  the  church  at  Albany. 
Xotice  of  this  shall  be  given  to  Rev.  Deputati  Synodi,  with  the 
expectation  that  Rev.  Dellius  also  shall  ere  long  be  sent  to  the 
Olyfberg,  as  this  whole  operation  depends  upon  the  particular 
circumstance  of  this  exchange,  viii.  313;  xix.  256. 

Rev.    Lydius. 

1<><(<>,   Dec.   14th. 

Rev.  Streso  reports  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Lydins,  minister  of  the  Oiyfbeig,  wherein  he  declared  that  he 
accepted,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  the  call  settled  upon  him  by 
this  Classis  to  the  service  of  the  church  at  Albany.  viii.  314. 

Correspondence  from  America.     The  Church  of  Albany  to  \Vm. 
Baii'-ker,  etc.   in   Amsterdam,   Xovember  15,   16W). 

Ceiitlemen :—  ( )nr  previous  letter  was  sent  to  you  by  Captain 
Bandon  the  sth  of  June,  flfi!)!),)  with  the  accompanying  instruc 
tions,  concerning  the  return  of  Mr.  Dellius.  Tin's  we  hope  was 
received  by  you.  \Ve  doubt  not  that  you  carefully  considered  it, 
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and  remembered  the  liniitctl  time  indicated  in  which  the.  business 
could  be  pn.perlv  accomplished,  nn;-  brother.  Invert  Banckor,  has 
shown  us  certain  letter-  of  his  brother  (William)  l»anrker  of  Am 
sterdam,  desiring  that  the  Commission  to  secure  the  call  of  a 
preacher  should  not  restrict  him  t»>  the  ( 'lasr-is  of  Amsterdam. 
And  \ve  understand  by  anotlior  account,  through  Messrs.  Peter 
Van  Bcughn  and  Myndert  Schuyler  of  a  later  date,  that  a  certain 
and  proper  person  has  been  proposed  bv  YOU  a<  a  preacher  for  New 
York,  but  subsequently  the  ( 'las.-is  above  indicated  would  not 
agree  to  it,  and  this  gave  you  great  dissatisfaction.  If  Domine 
Dellius  does  not  give  full  assurance  of  his  return  to  us;  for,  as 
we  understand  it,  he  must  take  ship  from  Kngland  within  ten 
months  from  liis  departure  from  us,  we  then  desire  that,  if  von 
cannot  come  to  an  understanding  witli  the  said  Classis,  that  von, 
may  seek  to  serve  yourself  from  such  other  ( 'lassis  as  you  find 
convenient.  \Ve  hope  that  voii,  with  Domine  Dellius,  or  in  liis 
absence,  you  yourself,  with  Your  own  godlv  and  excellent  abilitv, 
may  secure  the  accomplishment  of  our  do.ires.  \\'e  want  the 
right  kind  of  a  person,  a  voiing  man  rattier  than  a  married  one, 
either  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  who  is  yet  to  be  made  a  preacher, 
or  one  who  is  already  a  preacher,  with  the  necessarv  gifts  —  just 
as  it  seems  best.  May  nidi  a  one  come  to  u-  m  xt  summer,  in 
love  and  peace  unto  our  salvation,  that  the  churches  of  (iod  mav 
no  longer  remain  without  a  teacher,  and  run  to  v.a-le. 

Messrs.,   'li  our  willing  servants,   the   I-'ideis  and    I)cacdi>  <>f  the 
Church   of  .le^ns   ('hrist    at    Alhaiiv. 

Albert  Ilykeman 
l\  Schuyler 
Jacob  Lokermans 
Antojiv    Ilries 
.lohannes  (  uyler 
1'ivert    Danckcr. 

See   also   the    fjicentennial    of   the   Church    of  S<-ltenectadv   for 
another  Dutch  ropy,  and  a  different  translation.  pag«->  <i(.i-7l. 
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ARTICLES  OIF  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  JOHANNES  VAN  ECKELEN, 
SCHOOLMASTER  AND  YOORLKSER,  (CHORISTER  ETC.),  AND  MID- 
WOUT. 

About  1699-1700. 
In  relation  to  the  School : 

1.  The  school  shall  begin  in  the  morning  at  eight  and  close  at 
eleven  o'clock.     In  the  afternoon  it  shall  commence  at  one  and 
close  at  four  o'clock.     The  bell  will  ring  before  the  opening  of 
the  school. 

2.  At  the  opening  of  the  school  one  of  the  children  shall  read 
a  morning  prayer,  such  as  is  found  following  our  Cathecism ;  and 
at  the  closing  of  the  school,  the  prayer  before  meals.     The  after 
noon  school  shall  open  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,   and  close  with 
the  singing  of  a  Psalm. 

3.  The  children  shall  be  instructed  in  the  ordinary  prayer,  and 
in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  to  recite  the  same  on  Sunday,  previous  to  the 
afternoon  service;  or  if  this  should  be  prevented  on  Monday,  to 
the  Consistory;  at  which  time  the  schoolmaster  shall  be  present. 

4.  He  shall  be  obligated  to  keep  school  nine  months  in  succes 
sion,  from  September  till  June. 

CHURCH  OF  XEW  YORK. 

1700,  Jan.  19. 

Receipt  of  Quitrents  to  May  17,  1699. 

Received  from  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch 
Protestant  Congregation  in  the  City  of  Xew  York,  the  sum  of 
one  pound  sixteen  shillings,  being  in  full  of  all  Quitrents  due  to 
his  Majesty,  for  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  the  Dutch  Church  and 
Church-yard,  and  the  house  and  lot  of  ground  of  the  said  minister 
in  Xew  York,  pursuant  to  the  Patent,  bearing  date  May  11,  1696. 
1  say,  Received  for  three  years  Quitrent,  at  one  hundred  and 
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twenty  per   annvm,    from    the   date   of  said    Patient,   to   the    2.">th 
day  of  Maroh,  last  past. 

Signed.  Stephen   Van  ( 'ort  !an«it.  Coin. 

Lib.  A.  :M. 

Lib.  A.  pa^es  '2~t.  -!«>.  Contains  various  extracts  from  the  Acts 
of  Church  (iovernment  of  the  Svnod  of  Dort,  1»51!>,  about  Elders 
and  Deacons,  Baptism  of  Infants,  Funeral-sermons,  Support  of 
Ministers,  etc. 

TiriXITY     C.'iriicH     A.N'l)     BKLI.OMONT.         H)'JS-1700. 

Says  Dr.  IHx:  "The  hostility  of  Hcllomont  to  Hit-  <'htir<-ti  (of  Kuglandl  took  the 
form  of  an  attack  <>n  tin-  Charter.  Attempts  having  been  made  to  dispute  its 
validity.  there  was  great  anxiety  to  discover  defects,  if  they  existed,  and  to 
remedy  tin-in.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  held  June  S,  Id'.H.  this  subject  was  con 
sidered.  -i::d  a  subcommittee  -,vas  appointed  to  take  whatever  steps  nujhi  be  dcvme<l 
necessary  to  have  the  privileges  and  powers  of  the  Corporation  confirmed  by  Act  of 
Assembly  ".  Records  i.  'Jo.  ••  There  was  cause  for  the  uneasiness  felt  by  Church 
men  on  this  subject,  c  Miiplaints  against  the  proceedings  of  (Jovernor  Fletcher  in 
the  form  of  a  lonu  coinir.'jiileation  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  dated  Jan.  '.».  KJ'.W. 
had  he,-!i  <,.,,;  to  Ki:^!:ind.  signed  by  T.  Weav.-r,  A«ent  for  the  Province  of  New 
York,  and  unions  tln-ui  wer.-  matters  involving  the  Interests  of  the  (ICplscopul) 
Church.—  I>ix,  11!1  '1. 

I>ix  docs  no;  ^ive  extracts  from  VVi-aver's  letter.  The  whole  couiiuuiilcatloii  may 
be  found  in  Col.  I>o.-s.  N.  Y.  iv.  4r.o-4«;o.  i  Jik'5).  Kxtracts  will  be  vflven  elsewhere. 
See  also  Am.  Ch.  Hist.  Seri.-s.  viii.  llio. 

THK  K  i  .\ii  'i  <>  T!!  ;•:  i\.\i:i.  « >i-  Bi:!.:.'»\i').\  ;\  i\  A  \S\VKII  TO  WKAVKU'S 

LKTTKI:  <>i-'  .1  \MVUY  U.    l«)!»s. 

17<«l.    Jin     J7. 

1  To  o;;r  Kiuht  '1'rusiy  and  Well  IJel-ivi-d  i  oiisin.  Itb-hard.  Karl  of  Ucl'oniont,  (,ur 
<'aptain  General  and  c,o\ernor  in  Chief  of  our  province  .»f  New  y,,rk  in  Aiii--rlcii. 

"  William    II. 

••  Kiu'lit    Trn,ty    and    Ititfht    W--I1    15d.,ved    c,,usin.    We    (Jr.-et    vou    well. 

•  \\'h--reas.    we   ar-'   informed    that    ye    Inhabitants  of   your  Town   of    New    York.    In 

th.,t     o..r    C  doiiy.     lia.in^    at     their    tfre.it     e\j».Mise    and    charge    ere.  tec)    and    built    a 

Church    flu-re.    f,,p   per 'o  mil  in;    I»l\ine   Service    according    t<»   >'••    e-u^e   of    ye    Cliurcli 

of  l-:n^land.  and  thai    ih.-y  are  under  apprehension  .  of  beintf  dl-posne^t   and  deprlviil 

tli-reof.    up. .n    a    pre-ej f  a    I'law    In   their   <;r:int    or  (barter,    whereby    th.-y    hoi. I 

th-ir  -aid  Cln:rch:  We  h.ive  th-n;tflit  tit  hereby  to  -i^'nlfy  unt,.  you,  and  accord 
in.ly  our  v.  ill  and  pi--  i-';re  \«.  tliat  In  -a^e  any  Suit  be  already  commenced.  ,,r  shall 
hereafter  be  commenced  :.^aln-.t  th.-ir  sabl  charter,  or  any  of  ye  UujhtH  or 

Ki-venut •<    'h'-reiinto    ii.-c.'i-jiitf.    that    von    do    not    pro.- I    dcllnitely    Ihi-reiipon.    until 

th.-lr  said  Chart- T.  .,r  an  A'lthemi,-  c,,|,y  thereof,  together  with  ye  v,  hole  state  of 
ye  matter  be  first  transmitted  hither,  and  laid  before  us  in  our  Council,  and  our 
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further   pleasure    be    thereupon    signified    unto    Yon.      And    so    we    bid    you    heartily 
farewell. 

"  Given  at  our  Court  at  Hampton  Court  ye  27th  day  of  January,  1700,  in  the 
Twelfth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

"  I'.y    His    Majesty's   Command. 

"  C.   Hedges  ". 

Cadix,   1.    [Cadiz]    Feb.   1700. 
Mrs.   Hero   May   &    William   Banker, 

Sirs:— 

We  have  yours  of  5th  of  January  in  answer  to  which  the  Redemption  of  all  the 
English  Captives  in  Barbary  is  agreed,  and  Hope  in  a  few  months  will  bee  com 
pleted,  Bartholomew  Ruston,  and  William  Green  are  upon  the  list  given  in  which 
the  agreement,  So  it  will  be  needless  to  solicit  now  there  redemption,  and  beside  a 
needless  charge  to  their  f rinds,  this  negotiation  suppose  it  will  bee  I'ublicq.  so 
shall  not  further  trouble  you  therewith,  butt  in  anything  wee  can  serve  you  Please 
Command. 

Sirs,   Your  most  humble  Servant,   W.   Hodges   elm. 
Hayne  &  Torrecos. 

(Translation.) 

The  Heern  Stephanus  van  Cortlandt  Piter  Jacobez  Marius  Johanuis  Kip  and 
Johannis  Kerfbyll. 

Myn  Heeren 

Our  last  to  you  was  of  the  3rd  of  January  ICO!)  wherein  it  was  stated  that 
Bartholomew  Ilushton  and  William  Green  were  alive  in  Maquiues  and  through  our 
correspondence  at  Cadiz,  we  have  since  used  every  effort  for  their  redemption,  and 
now  lately  by  letter  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  we  have  received  the  welcome 
tidings  that  in  virtue  of  an  agreement  obtained  by  the  English  they  will  receive 
their  freedom  in  a  few  months,  Therefore  we  shall  have  to  contribute  but  little  out 
of  the  moneys  in  our  hands.  We  shall  most  gladly  be  advised  how  and  in  what 
manner  we  are  to  employ  the  balance  of  the  money,  whether  in  the  shipment  of 
goods  or  on  drafts  which  you  may  please  to  draw.  Awaiting  which  we  shall  end 
and  remain  with  due  respect  after  our  dutiful  salutations, 

Myn   Heeren, 

Your   dutiful    Servants 

Hero  May 

William   Bancker. 
Amsterdam, 

March  20,  1700.  —Doc.  Hist.   IS.   Y.   iii.  2.",4.  2Do. 

CALL  OF  THE  CIIUKCII  OF  ALKAXV,  PKK  WM.  BANCKKK,  OF  BARN- 
H  AUDUS  FREER  MAN,  ]\IAKCII   5,   1700. 

.In  accordance  witli  the  Commission  of  Albany,  dated  November 
15,  1  (>!)(>,  to  n  1C1  given,  to  select  for  the  church  a  proper  person, 
either  a  preacher  or  a  candidate;  and  after  proper  qualification, 
to  send  him  over: —  Therefore1  I,  the  underwritten,  having  ob 
served  the  good  and  edifying  conduct  of  Domino  Barent  Freer- 
man,  Bachelor  of  IIolv  Divinity,  have  in  the  fear  of  God,  offered 
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to  him  tho  hefore  written  ••all,  that  his  Reverence  may  serve  and 
buihl  up  the  Church  of  .Jesus  ('hrist  in  Alhanv.  through  the 
Ilnly  Mini-try,  l.y  the  prea.-hing  «f  (iod's  Word  upon  the  Lord's 
Day.  as  a  No  (hiring  the  week,  so  far  as  it  mav  he  eoiivenient;  also 
to  ii'lminister  tho  IIolv  Sacraments,  to  exercise  discipline,  to  tho 
edification  of  the  Church:  to  visit  the  -ick  and  to  pray  for  their 
consolation,  to  catechi.-e  diligent  Iv,  and  also  at  the  request  of  the 
Rev.  Consistory  aforesaid,  to  preach  four  times  a  year  at  a  village 
named  Seheneghtade,  and  administer  there  the  Sacraments:  and 
to  conduct  himself  in  all  other  respects  as  an  example  to  the 
Church  of  .Jesus  ('hrist,  as  (Jod  requires  of  his  faithful  servants. 
He  shall  receive  for  salary  all  that  is  therein  agreed  upon.  And 
seeing  that  the  said  Domino  Freorman  has  accepted  this  call  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  it.  has  liecome  further  necessary  for  its 
accomplishment  that  his  Reverence  should  1  <•  immediately  exam 
ined,  and  after  examination  he  ordained  to  the  Holy  Ministry 
hv  the  laying  on  of  hands;  we  have  therefore  requested  the  Rev. 
Brethren  of  the  Claris  of  Linden  (in  Westphalia)  to  execute  this 
holv  desiii'ii,  donhting  not  hut  such  act  will  redound  to  the  glory 
of  (Lid's  Holy  Xaiue,  and  the  uphnilding  of  -Jesus'  Clmrch  there. 
Done  in  Am-Jordam,  the  ."»ih  of  Mar-di.  1  7<>n. 

William  Hanker. 


(  'i  v.ssis  OF  A  MS- 
ACTS  OK  TIM:   DKITTIKS   AND  nil. IK   (  '«»KKI-.SI'«>M>KNCK. 

The  Cht-~i<  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coii-i>tory  ..f   New  Alhanv,  !»«•- 
tween   Mandi   Mh  and  L'l'th    1  7nn.       xxvii.   L' ."»."». 

Ri-vercnd  aii'l  nodlv  Sirs  and  Ilrethren  in  Christ:-  -  It  is  now 
.sometime  aii'o  since  \\c  recei\'ed  \\ord  that  R«-v.  Dtdlius  desired  to 
return  to  the  Fatherland.  We  then  wrote  him  with  great  earnest 
ness  and  in  a  friendly  .-pint,  urging  him  to  remain  and  continue 
with  the  church  of  Allans.  For  under  tin-  h!e>sing  of  (i.ul.  this 
church  had  flourished  under  his  mini.-try.  and  esired  him, 
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therefore,  to  exercise  his  gifts  on  that  field  still  longer.  Subse 
quently  we  learned  that  our  letter  arrived  too  late  —  not  until 
after  his  departure.  At  length  the  Rev.  Dellius  arrived  here  and 
finally  reported  to  us.  We  tried  to  persuade  him  to  return,  but 
he  gave  us  such  reasons  against  this  course  that  we  finally  agreed 
with  him.  A  little  later  we  received  your  letter  of  June  5,  1699., 
signed  by  the  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Elders  and  Deacons,  of  New 
Albany.,  viz.  A.  Rykmans,  P.  Schuyler,  J.  Loekennans,  A.  Bries, 
J.  Gnyler  arid  E.  Banker,  embracing  in  substance:  (1)  The  re 
quest  that  we  should  give  you  our  fatherly  assistance  and  advice 
at  to  the  best  manner  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  our  church; 
(2)  In  case  the  Rev.  Dellius  should  decline  to  return,  you  had  re 
quested  him,  together  with  Messrs.  William  Banckert  and  Levinus 
van  Schaick,  to  request  our  Classis  to  send  over  another  orthodox 
minister  in  his  place;  using  as  an  argument  that  you  doubted  not 
but  that  our  fatherly  care,  which  had  always  been  so  tender  over 
your  church,  would  still  be  found  to  be  the  same. 

In  answer,  we  assured  you  of  the  excellent  inclination  which 
we  had  for  the  welfare  of  all  the  churches  in  those  parts,  and  that 
we  grieved  in  our  very  souls  at  the  infractions  on  the  rights  of 
the  church  which  had  been  perpetrated  by  politicians;  that  we 
expected  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain  shortly,  when  we  would 
not  neglect  to  present  with  all  earnestness  to  him  everything 
pertaining  to  this  matter. 

And  now  in  regard  to  your  request  to  send  another  orthodox 
minister:  We  have  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Dellius  and  Mr.  Levinus 
Van  Schaick  —  the  third  party,  William  Banckert  not  being 
willing  to  come,  saying  that  two  were  enough  to  attend  to  this 
business  —  looked  about  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  for  a  man  whom, 
we  might,  with  a  good  conscience,  recommend  as  capable  of  meet 
ing  your  desire.  And  although  you  had  fully  authorized  our 
Classis  to  issue  a  call  at  their  discretion,  we  have  nevertheless, 
done  nothing  therein  without  the  entire  approbation  and  satis 
faction  of  the  said  Rev.  Dellius  and  Levinus  Van  Schaick.  We 
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have,  accordingly  called  R<  v.  .I.-l.Mi  I,\diu<,  who  for  eight  years 
has  been  pastor,  under  the  Ooss,  at  Antwerpen,  and  who  lias 
testimony  from  all  quarters,  of  dignified  scholarship,  and  select 
and  godly  companionships. 

\Ye  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  will  l>e  entirely  agreeable  to 
you;  and  the  more  so,  because  by  this  choice,  \ve  were  also  en 
abled  to  settle  Rev.  Pellius,  to  whose  faithful  labors  you  declare 
von  have  been  so  much  indebted,  (at  Antwerpen.  )  For  he  now  ex- 
crci.-es  his  gifts  there,  under  the  Cro--.  lint  to  our  groat  surprise, 
!Mr.  William  Hanckert — after  the  Rev.  Lydius  had  been  called 
to  New  Albany,  and  Rev.  Hellius  to  Antwerpen,  ami  the  former 
had  alreadv,  bv  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation,  left  his  place, 
and  the  latter  had  been  continued  therein  —  read  before  us  a 
letter  from  vnu  with  a  request  for  the  sending  of  a  pastor.  In 
that  same  letter  it  was  added,  that  in  case  they,  the  Commission 
ers,  could  not  succeed  through  the  (  'lassis  of  Amsterdam,  they 
might  trv  through  some  other  Clnssis.  This  appeared  to  cast  mis 
trust  on  our  ('lassis,  and  in  no  wise  to  correspond  to  the  fatherly 
care  which  VMI  before  mentioned.  Hence  we  concluded  that  the 
said  Danckert  had  acted  in  bad  faith,  and  had.  perhaps,  written 
YOU  things  which  exceeded  the  truth.  In  this  we  were  confirmed 
when  we  heard  that  lie  had  gone  upon  his  own  motion,  to  a  certain 
Freorman,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Seven  Provinces,  in  West 
phalia,  in  the  ('lassis  of  Linden,  and  had  there  secured  the  ordina 
tion  of  the  aforesaid  Krcerman  for  service  at  Albany:  that  he 
had  thereupon  quietly  put  him  on  board  ship,  without  the  knowl 
edge  of  either  Mr.  I)ellins  or  Mr.  Lcvinus  van  Schaick,  in  order 
to  forestall  the  Kev.  Lydius,  and  thus  set  that  church  on  tire. 
Xow  if  there  is  anything  calculated  to  excite  mutiny  in  a  church, 
it  is  such  conduct  as  this.  We  cannot  understand  how  such  a 
frightful  undertaking  can  be  entered  upon  bv  a  member  of  the 
church,  such  as  I»anckert  professes  to  be.  Neither  can  we  com 
prehend  how  anyone  can,  without  a  legal  call,  attempt  to  force 


1344  ECCLESIASTICAL  RECORDS 

1700 

himself  as  a  hireling  into  the  service  of  the  church,  as  this  Freer- 
man  seeks  to  do. 

Sometime  ago  the  Church  of  I^ew  York  requested  us  to  send 
them  a  suitable  minister.  Banckert  was  at  that  time  a  strong  ad 
vocate  for  this  Freerman.  But  we  thought  that  we  could  not, 
without  prejudice  to  our  conscience,  call  such  a  man  to  so  flourish 
ing  a  church;  because  this  Freerman,  a  Westphalian  tailor,  had 
but  just  come  from  his  cutting-board,  and  had  neither  learning 
nor  ability.  lie  had  failed  in  his  examination  here,  even  when, 
he  desired  to  go  only  as  a  Krankbesoecker  (Comforter  of  the 
Sick.)  How  he  has  since  succeeded  in  passing  his  examination 
as  a  candidate,  we  cannot  understand.  We  then  called  the  Rev. 
du  Bois  to  Xew  York,  through  whom,  we  understand,  we  have 
gained  great  honor;  for  he  gives  very  great  satisfaction  to  that 
church.  But  this  especially  incensed  Banckert.  When  we  subse 
quently  met  to  make  out  a  call  for  Albany,  he  would  not  come, 
although  requested  to  come  by  our  Classis.  He  well  knew  that 
our  Classis  would  not  see  fit  to  send  such  a  patch-cutter  to  Al 
bany,  for  the  same  reason  as  they  refused  to  send  him  to  Xew 
York,  (for  the  same  Xcw  York  reason.)  We  beseech  you  to  con 
sider  in  what  a  dangerous  position  this  Banckert  has  placed  your 
church.  What  discord  will  it  make,  when  two  pastors  come,  and 
possibly  each  seek  his  own  adherents.  This  is  just  the  way  to 
allow  all  rights  to  bo  transferred  to  the  English,  and  to  lose  for 
ever  the  counsel,  aid  and  assistance4  of  the  Netherlands  Church. 
For  who  wishes  to  be  concerned  with  those  who  issue  orders 
against  orders.  We  mny  ourselves  well  forego  such  troubles.  We 
seek  no  dominion  over  your  Church;  but  it  is  onlv  the  brotherly 
love  and  interest  which  we  have  for  that  Church,  which  was  for 
merly  founded  under  Xi'thorlands  Order,  and  with  which  we  have 
hitherto  maintained  so  friendly  a  correspondence,  (that  we  act 
in  your  behalf ).  We  are  sure  that  no  ( 'la-sis  in  the  xvii  Provinces 
would  have  dared  to  have  entered  on  so  rash  an  undertaking;  but 
like  the  tailor,  so  also  is  this  Classis  in  Westphalia.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  net  any  satisfaction  from  it,  nor  do  we  know  in  what 
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manner  this  scheme  was  concocted  there.  It  seems  to  us  that  the 
Classis  of  Lingen  could  not  have  done  this,  without  the  use  of 
some  sinister  means. 

It  is,  therefore,  our  friendly  request,  that  you  be  pleased  to 
receive  liev.  Lydius,  who  will  go  to  you  next  week  in  the  vessel 
which  ^Ir.  Sehaick  controls,  with  all  friendliness,  as  a  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ,  sent  of  God  with  a  legal  call.  Send  Freerman  back 
again,  and  thus  give  no  occasion  that  the  bond  of  brotherly  friend 
ship  be  broken,  lest  we  be  compelled  to  use  a  stronger  arm  about 
such  proceedings.  May  \ve  be  enabled  to  keep  our  hearts  in  all 
good-will  towards  you,  and  continue  to  give  proofs  of  our  sincere 
good  wishes. 

Rev.  and  godly  brethren  in  Christ,  your  most  humble  servants 
and  brethren  in  Christ, 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  In  her  name, 
The  Deputati  ad  res  Maritimas, 
Jacob  Streso, 
Daniel  Eversdijk, 
Casparus  Auckman, 

Eccles.  die  meusis  p.t.  Deput. 

JGUIN  KEYS  32  HEADS  OF  ACCUSATION  AGAINST  BELLOMONT. 

1700.    Mnrcli    11. 

1.  Refers   to  his  favoring  the   Lolslerlans. 

2.  To   the  efforts  of  the   Assembly   to   heal   the  divisions  existing,    an<l   the   treat 
ment   of  them   by    Hellouiont. 

.'I.  After  the  dissolution  of  this  Assembly,  His  Lordship,  In  order  to  procure 
sheriffs  and  consequently  an  Assembly  to  his  own  humor,  garbled  the  Cotinclll,  and 
upon  frivolous  pretences,  suspended  ton  of  the  most  considerable  for  estates  and 
parts  and  experience  In  busynesse,  viz:  Coll.  Uayard.  roll.  Mlnvelll,  Coll.  Wlllet, 
Coll.  Heathcote,  Coll.  Young.  Coll.  Townley,  Mr.  IMnhorn.  Mr.  Mcolls,  Mr.  Lawrence 
and  Mr.  lirooke;  and  placed  six  of  the  Lelslerlan  faction  In  their  roome,  vlzt.  Abr. 
de  ivyster,  a  Merchant,  Samuel  Stauts.  a  Dutch  Uarber  Surgeon,  Johannes  Carboy  I 
(Kerfbyli,  a  Dutch  Mountebank,  Robt.  Levlugston,  a  Scotchman,  the  contriver  of 
Kldd's  Pyratical  voyage,  Jus.  Graham,  a  Scotchman,  Attorney  General),  and  Robert 
Walters,  a  son  in  law  of  Lelslers.  Three  of  whom  viz.  Staats,  Carboyl.  and  Walter*, 
in  all  publlck  assessments  were  rated  at  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  tlfty  pounds, 
twenty  five  pounds,  and  seventy  pounds  Kst;ite. 

4.  The    Coiinclll    being    men    thus    new    modeled,    the    Karl    of    Hellomont    and    this 
Councill   appointed    new   Sheriffs   and   Justices  of   the   Peace,    mostly   of  the   Dutch, 
and  out  of  the  meanest  and  mercenary   people,   having   more  regard   to   the   faction 
they   espoused,    than   any   other  qualification. 

5.  He  next   permitted,   If  not  directed,   the  Inking   up  nt    midnight,   with   Bound  of 
trumpet  and  drumms,  the  hones  of  Lelsler  and   Mllbourne,   who  had   lain  hurried   In 
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their  own  graves  neare  nine  years;  and  to  ly  in  state  some  weeks,  and  afterwards 
to  be  publicly  burried  in  the  Dutch  Church  against  the  consent  of  the  Officers 
thereof,  attended  by  one  hundred  men  in  armes,  and  a  mobb  of  fifteen  hundred 
men,  chiefly  Dutch,  the  scum  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces;  which  struck 
such  a  terror  into  the  Merchants,  and  other  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  that  most  of  them  were  forced  to  withdraw  and  absent  them 
selves  for  a  time  for  their  security.  His  Lordship,  it  is  said,  honored  this  funeral 
by  being  a  spectator  out  of  a  window,  whilst  the  cavalcade  marched  by.  Though 
the  Ministers  of  the  English,  French,  and  Dutch  Churches  addressed  His  Lordship, 
to  prevent  the  bodies  being  publicly  buried  in  that  manner,  he  would  not  vouchsafe 
them  any  satisfactory  answer 

11.  This  Assembly,  upon  His  Lordship's  recommendation,  vacated  several  par 
ticular  grants  of  lands  passed  in  the  usual  forme,  under  pretence  of  their  being 
extravagant.  And  by  one  of  the  same  Acts,  suspended  one  Mr.  Dellius  from  his 
Ministerial  function,  upon  a  malicious  and  false  suggestion  he  had  deluded  some 
Indians  to  make  him  a  grant  of  lands,  tho'  the  said  Indians  have  since  recanted  the 
same;  by  which  means  Mr.  Dellius,  who  was  the  most  useful  man  of  that  country, 
in  converting  the  Indians  and  keeping  them  firme  to  the  English  interest,  hath 
been  forced  to  leave  the  province,  to  tl}e  great  dissatisfaction  of  the  Indians  and 
hazard  of  their  desertion  to  the  French.  But  several  other  grants,  as  large  or 
larger  than  those  that  were  vacated,  and  under  the  same  circumstances,  were  left 
untouched,  because  in  the  hands  of  Leislerians 

17.  He  suspended  the  payment  of  twenty  six  pounds  per  annum,  to  the  English 
Minister,  and  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  a  piece,  to  two  French  Protestant 
Ministers,  which  His  Majesty  had  appointed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue,  for  noe 
other  apparent  reason  than  that  they  set  their  hands  to  an  attestation  of  Mr. 
Dellius's  good  behaviour,  whom  the  Assembly  had  suspended  and  driven  out  of  the 
Province 

22.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Councill  caused  four  Justices  to  be  sent  for, 
from  their  habitations  at  Albany,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  New  Yorke, 
and  suspended  them,  because  they  had  taken  upon  oath,  the  recantation  of  two 
Indians,  who  had  falsely  accused  Mr.  Dellius,  and  acknowledge  their  offence  when 
he  was  leaving  the  country,  after  his  suspension  by  the  Assembly. —  Col.  Docs. 
N.  Y.  iv.  620-G23. 


CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

The  Consistory  of  Xew  York  to  the  High  Reverend  Classis  of  Am 
sterdam,  March,  20,  1700.  Portfolio,  ^N"ew  York,  Vol.  i.  Ex 
tracts,  xxi.  410. 

?sTew  York,  March  29,  1700. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Highly  Learned  Fathers  and  Brethren  in 

Christ  Jesus: — 

We  bnve  not  wanted  to  neglect  to  thank  you,  at  this  our  first 
opportunity,  for  your  Christian  care  and  interest  in  us  and  our 
congregation,  in  providing  us  with  such  an  excellent  pastor  as 
Domine  Gualterus  du  Bois.  His  learning  and  virtues  have  justly 
become  an  ornament  to  our  church.  Through  his  remarkable  zeal, 
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mingled   with    gentleness,   tin-   troublesome  disputes,   which   have, 

through  each  others  rashness  now  f<.r  some  years  past,  turned 
our  church  topsy-turvy,  have  at  last  heeii  almost  completely  ex 
tinguished.  Kvery  one  in  the  congregation  takes  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  his  teaching  ami  his  deportment.  Xo\v  this  state 
of  affairs  could  not  have  come  into  existence  if  we  ha«l  received 
a  minister  who  troubled  himself  ahout  the  recent  dissensions  in 
the  Government,  or  who  showed  him-elf  a  partizan.  We  clearly 
perceive  the  Messing  of  the  Lord  in  thi>  circumstance,  for  ho  has 
brought  light  out.  of  darkness.  For  never  was  a  congregation 
more  agitated  than  ours  over  the  calling  of  a  minister,  and  never 
did  feeling  extend  to  such  hot  antagonisms. 

The  reason  of  all  this  was  because  the  ctToris  <  to  secure  a  pastor) 
were  made  in  an  improper  way;  and  the  complaints  of  the  prin 
cipal  people,  and  of  the  majority  of  the  congregation,  who  would 
fain  have-  had  it  otherwise,  were  despised  and  treated  with  con 
tempt.  But  lest  we  mav  tear  open  again  the  old  wounds,  we  will 
not  dwell  on  these  things  any  further.  In  charity,  we  will  cast 
them  into  oblivion.  \Ve  thank  God  that  he  has  not  only  warded 
off  t.he  evil  consequences  which  seemed  to  hang  so  threateningly 
over  our  heads,  hut  that  he  has  given  us  just  the  pastor  that  our 
church  needed;  and  that  this  pastor  proves  .-«»  acceptable  to  us 
all.  In  bringing  about  these  results,  you.  Rev.  Sirs,  were  the 
chosen  instruments. 

\Ve  have  nothing  more  to  write  at  prer-ent.  Wo  commend  you 
to  God's  gracious  protection,  and  ourselves  to  your  favor.  We 
remain, 

V'nr  servants  and  brethren  in   . Ie>us   Christ, 

John    de    IVyster,   Elder. 

I  )a\  id    Provoost,      Deacon 

.John    Van    Gicson, 

Albarte-s    1'ingo, 

•J  ac«  'h  ( loclet, 

X.  B.  Inasmuch  as  thcfe.  who  have  signed  their  names  on  the 
other  side  of  this  paper,  have  requested  me  to  certify  that  thoy 
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are  at  present  active  members  of  our  Consistory,  and  that  in  this 
quality  this  document  was  signed,  as  by  one,  (formally)  I  could 
not  honestly  refuse  to  do  so. 

Gualterus  T)u  Bois,  Kccles.  Ebor.,  h.t.  President. 

ACTS  OK  TMK  DEPTTIKS  AND  TIIKIH  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The   Classis  of  Amsterdam   to  the  Church   of  Now  York,   Long 
Island   and  Esnpns,  March  LH,),  1700.      xxvii.  2T>8. 

(Dear  Brethren: — ) 

The  brotherly  correspondence  which  we  have  hitherto  main 
tained  wirli  the  churches  of  Xew  Xetherland,  urges  us  to  make 
you  acquainted  with  a  certain  matter  which  has  happened  here 
of  late,  and  which,  according  to  our  view,  is  capable  of  ruining 
all  the  chu relies  in  your  parts. 

Rev.  Dellius,  formerly  pastor  at  New  Albany,  having  come 
hither  on  account  of  some  disturbances  which  had  arisen  on  his 
field,  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  that  place  requested  our  Classis  to 
send  over  in  his  place  another  orthodox  minister,  not  doubting 
but  that  our  fatherly  care,  which,  as  they  said,  we  had  always 
shown  towards  them,  would  gladly  facilitate  their  request. 

We  first  tried  to  persuade  the  Rev.  Dellius  to  return,  but  find 
ing  this  impossible,  we,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  looked  about  for 
a  man  who  had  both  erudition  and  wisdom,  to  be  the  leader  in 
such  a  church.  We  associated  with  us  Messrs.  Dellius  and  Le- 
vinus  van  Schaick.  We  requested  also  ".Mr.  William  Banckert 
to  be  present,  but  he  refused  to  come.  In  connection  with  the 
first  two,  therefore,  we  directed  our  thoughts  to  Rev.  (Johannes) 
Lydius,  for  eight  years  pastor  under  the  Cross,  at  Antwerpen. 
We  were  assured  from  every  side  of  his  learning,  gifts  and  good 
deportment.  We  called  liim  therefore,  with  entire  unanimity.  He 
accepted  the  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  is  about  to  depart 
thitherward  next  week,  if  the  wind  and  weather  are  favorable. 

But,  to   our  irreat   astonishment,   after  this  call  had  been  exe- 
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cuted,  we  heard  that  Hanckcrt  had  set  a  certain  (  Bernardus)  Free 
man  a-going.  Banckert  understood  that  since  a  call  ha<l  been 
made  here  (on  Lydius),  n«»  one  of  all  the  Classes  in  the  Seven 
Provinces  would  dare  to  send  another  man  to  that  place,  lie- 
therefore  sent  him  (Freeman )  t«»  Linden,  in  Westphalia,  ami 
caused  him  to  be  ordained  there,  for  service  in  the  (  hurch  of  Al 
bany.  Then  also,  without  the  knowledge  of  any  of  us,  he  shipped 
him  away  to  forestall  the  Kev.  Lydius,  and  secure  possession  of 
that  place  before  the  other  could  arrive. 

When  recently  the  Church  «>f  New  York  demanded  a  pastor  of 
us,  the  said  Banckert  desired  that  we  should  send  thither  this 
Freeman.  But  it  was  impo>Mb]e  I'm-  us,  with  a  good  conscience, 
to  send  a  tailor  to  them,  who  had  only  ju.M  come  down  Irom  his  cut 
ting-board,  and  who  had  neither  ability  for  his  own  craft,  much 
less  for  that  demanded  of  a  pastor.  We  were  surprised  beyond 
measure  that  he  ever  passed  his  examination  as  a  candidate,  since 
with  us  lie  could  not  even  pass  an  examination  for  a  "  Krank- 
besoec'ker ''.  Xow  we  hear  that.  In-  is  seeking  letters  in  England 
to  nry  Lord  Bellomont,  to  maintain  him  in  the  service  at  Albany. 

Kev.  Brethren,  whither  does  this  tend?  Do  you  not  perceive 
that,  by  such  conduct  the  ruin  of  the  ('hurch  in  tho-e  parts  is  a-- 
surcd?  Will  not  the  ('hurch,  under  such  conditions,  soon  fall 
under  the  government  of  others?  We  therefore  deem  it  our  duty 
to  write  this  circular  letter  to  you,  with  the  request  •lll(l  prayer 
that  you  will  prevent  such  a  danger  to  the  ('hurch  of  Albany, 
and  persuade  her  to  receive  Kev.  Lydius  in  all  love,  and  to  send 
back  Freeman,  as  having  come  in,  illegally,  from  another  quarter, 
and  not  through  the  proper  door.  Thus  neither  the  ( 'lassis  of 
Am.-terdam  will  be  pro>tituted  in  her  honorable  proceedings,  nor 
the  ('hurch  and  her  Order  be  ruined,  and  a  seces>i«.n  cau-ed  which 
mav  become  irreparable.  We  commend  you  to  ( Ind  and  the  \\  ord 
of  his  (I  race,  and  remain.  Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren 
in  ( 'hrist, 

The  ('las.-is  of  Amsterdam,  In  her  name,  the  Deputati  ad  res 

Marit  imas. 
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MR.  ROBERT  LIVINGSTON'S  REPORT  OF  ins  JOURNEY  TO 
ONONDAGA. 

Observations  made  by  Robert  Livingston  Secretary  for  the  Indian  Affairs  in  his 
voyage  to  Onondage  in  April  1700,  humbly  offered  to  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
Bellomont's  consideration. 


To  prevent  which  the  Maquas  are  to  retire  to  one  tract  of  land  which  lies  nearest 
us  and  not  to  live  at  sixteen  and  twenty  miles  distance  as  they  do,  and  plant  there; 
which  Castle  or  Fort  ought  to  be  stockadoed  and  a  minister  sent  to  instruct  them, 
who  may  live  very  comfortably  having  two  or  three  servants  that  may  be  souldiers, 
can  keep  his  horse  and  cow,  and  be  in  seven  or  eight  hours  at  Schanegtade  either 
summer  or  winter  by  laud  or  water. 


That  the  Onondages  are  generally  very  inclineable  to  have  a  minister  who  might 
live  very  well,  as  also  at  the  Oueydes  Cayouges  and  Siunakes,  having  two  or  three 
servants  to  plant  and  hunt,  they  need  not  fear  provisions  which  the  Indians  will 
give  them  gratis.  Nevertheless  it  will  be  convenient  for  them  to  have  some  toys 
to  retaliate  the  same,  though  the  Jesuits  at  Canada  are  so  cunning  to  have  their 
share  of  whatever  an  Indian  hunts,  which  is  brought  and  laid  before  the  image  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  Church,  and  this  being  done  they  have  not  only  remission 
of  their  sins,  but  her  prayers  to  the  bargain  for  good  luck  when  they  go  out  a 
hunting  next  time. 

It's  strange  to  think  what  authority  these  priests  have  over  their  Indian  prose- 
lites;  they  carry  a  chain  in  their  pocket  and  correct  the  Indians  upon  the  comission 
of  any  fault,  which  they  bear  very  patiently. 

If  ministers  were  once  settled  among  them  it  would  not  only  be  a  pious  work  In 
converting  them  to  the  Christian  Faith,  which  honor  would  redound  to  his  Majesty 
and  the  English  Nation  in  general,  but  would  keep  those  whom  we  have,  firm  to  us, 
draw  the  rest  home  that  are  gone  to  Canada  and  prevent  that  diabolical  practice 
whirh  they  have  got  of  late  in  poysouiug  one  another,  by  which  means  most  of 
those  that  were  true  to  the  English  interest  are  dispatched  out  of  the  way. —  Col. 
Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  648,  649. 


ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
Rev.  Frcerman  sent  to  Lingen. 

1700,  April  5th. 

Rev.  Frcerman,  having  been  sent  by  Monsieur  Banckert  to  (the 
Classis  of)  Lingen,  to  lie  there  examined  and  ordained,  and  sub 
sequently  to  go  as  minister  to  Xew  Albany,  notwithstanding  the 
lawful  call  of  this  Classis  made  upon  Rev.  Lydius,  in  pursuance 
of  a  commission  from  the  church  of  Xew  Albany;  it  was  there 
upon  resolved  by  the  Rev.  Classis  at  once  to  send  Rev.  Lydius 
thither  fortified  (with  documents,  etc.,)  and  to  wait  (begrocten) 
on  Monsieur  Bankert,  per  the  Deputies  ad  res  Maritimas  in  all 
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kindness,  (to  ascertain)  with  what  view,  «>r  authority,  he  lias  done 
such  a  thing:,     viii.  317,  31S;  xix.  L'fiG. 

Letter  from  Mylonl  JVllmunnt. 

1700,  April  5th. 

An  Knglish  letter  was  handed  in  l»y  Rev.  Streso,  written  by 
Mylord  Bellomont,  (Governor  of  New  York)  translated  (into 
Dutch)  l»y  Kev.  Fits,  containing  serious  accusations  against  Rev. 
Dellius.  This  remains  in  statu  till  the  next  Classis.  viii.  31S; 
xix.  LT»C. 

COLONEL  FLETCHER  (i.\   K.\<,I.AM»  )  TO  REV.  DELLIUS,  ATHIL  9, 

1T<)(). 

Reverend  Sir: —  I  am  very  much  astonished  at  what  you  tell 
me  in  your  letter  of  March  IL\  17<><>.  )  It  appears  to  be  a  pieco 
of  deadly  malice.  I  was  nearly  seven  years  in  that  Government, 
(1702-1700),  and  I  declare  I  never  heard  you  accused  of  the  least 
of  those  faults,  if,  indeed,  there  In-  a  small  fault  among  them  all, 
which  th.it  gentleman  ( Hellomont  )  lays  to  your  charge*  in  that 
black  list. 

On  the  contrary,  not  only  myself,  but  every  honest  man,  re 
marked  you  as  diligent  in  your  calling,  an  ornament  to  your 
order,  a  man  of  truth  and  uprightness;  that  you  converted  a  mul 
titude  of  unbelievers  (Indians)  to  the  Christian  faith.  I  can  tes- 
tifv  how  great  was  their  tender  love  towards  you;  as  also  that 
you  employed  among  them  every  means  to  bring  them  into  the 
service  of  his  ^Majesty.  1  have  always  remarked  you  as  humble, 
hospitable  and  free  from  all  appearance  of  avarice;  a  loving  hus 
band  and  father,  and  beloved  by  all  your  church;  yea,  loved  not 
only  by  the  inhabitants,  but  even  by  the  military.  I  must  also 
say  that  you  were  always  affectionate  and  zealous  toward  the  per 
son,  and  for  the  service  of.  His  Majesty;  and  that  you  were  very 
useful  and  helpful  to  me  to  that  end,  so  long  as  the  government 
was  entrusted  to  me.  I  was  not  always  listening  to  complaints, 
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but  I  would  have  heard  of  some  of  these  matters  which  this  gen 
tleman  lays  to  your  charge,  if  there  were  the  least  truth  iii  them; 
for  you  know,  as  well  as  every  body  else,  that  I  was  not  the  leader 
of  any  party.  All  those  who  were  in  collusion  with  Leisler,  as 
well  as  the  others,  had  free  access  to  me.  They  were  not  pre 
vented  from  occupying  any  office,  or  doing  any  service,  for  which 
they  were  qualified.  That  same  (Dr.)  Staats  was  often  with  me, 
and  had  all  freedom  to  speak  out  his  mind;  but  neither  he  nor 
any  one  else,  as  long  as  I  was  there,  ever  cast  upon  you  a  sus 
picion  of  the  least  appearance  of  misconduct. 

Sir,  you  know  that  I  am  an  old  man,  who  must  be  preparing 
himself  to  go  to  that  place  where  all  things  will  be  revealed; 
where  they  cannot  remain  hidden  or  covered  up  any  longer;  where 
all  men  must  give  an  account  of  what  they  have  done  during 
their  lives.  And  I  say  that  I  stand  astounded  that  I  now  hear 
you  accused  of  any  immorality;  or  that  you  are  a  Jesuit  or 
Jacobite.  But  what  will  not  some  men  do  to  gratify  spite?  I 
could  detain  you  longer  upon  this  subject  but  I  will  only  tell  you 
this:  that  I  have  communicated  your  letter  to  some  of  my  friends; 
and  that  by  reason  of  my  obligation  to  your  many  kind  offices  to 
me,  I  shall  always  endeavor  to  do  you  a  service.  As  soon  as 
Parliament  breaks  up,  it  is  my  intention  to  repair  quietly  to  my 
small  patrimony,  without  another  thought  or  desire  for  any  pub 
lic  office.  But  I  shall  never  forget  you  in  my  letters,  nor  in  my 
daily  intercourse  with  persons  of  distinction  who  are  friendly  to 
me,  and  who  will  accept  -my  words  as  truth.  You  have  been 
greatly  wronged.  May  God  grant  you  patience.  ]\Iany  godly 
persons  have  had  their  portion  of  grief  in  this  world,  and  the 
Lord  has  sanctified  these  chastenings  unto  them.  I  request  your 
prayer?,  that  it  may  be  thus  also  with  me;  for  the  best  things  of 
this  world  are  not  worth  (are  no  compensation  for)  the  anxious 
thoughts  and  troubles  which  they  cause  us.  Be  pleased  to  greet 
your  dear  consort  (friend)  in  my  name,  and  do  you  both  receive 
the  greetings  of  my  small  family.  I  sent  this  to  Lieutenant  Col. 
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Lodowick,  who  has  promise*!  to  forward  it  to  you.  Nothing  has 
yet  been  done  regarding  tlie  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Xew 
York,  (against  Bellomont.)  Within  twenty  days  I  hope  to  he 
out  of  this  Kingdom,  in  my  quiet  home  at  DuMin,  where  I  shall 
receive  your  letters  addressed  to  me.  1  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Yours, 

(B.   Fletcher) 
London,  Apr.  9,  1700. 

CLASS  is  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America.     The  Consistory  of  Xew  York  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April  24,  1700.     xxi.  410-411. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  or  their  Deputies  for  Foreign, 
Affairs: 

Xew  York,  the  24th  of  April,  1700. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  Very  Dear  Brethren  in  Christ: — 
Your  Reverences,  representing  our  Mother  ( 'hurch,  have  always 
bestowed  and  are  still  host  owing,  over  since  the  first  settlement 
of  our  (Dutch)  people  here  in  America,  and  during  all  the  period 
since,  all  diligence  and  even*  imaginable  care,  in  calling  at  our 
request,  and  for  our  highest  interests,  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
and  sending  thorn  over  to  us:  as  well  as  in  keeping  up  a  friendly 
and  brotherly  intercourse  with  us,  who  constitute,  in  this  country^ 
one  of  your  foreign  churches. 

\\V  are  grateful  for  all  you  have  done  for  u>  from  time  to 
time.  Especially  now  arc  we  grateful  that  you  have  recognized 
our  last  fall  as  legal.  Your  Reverences  have  also  used  every 
endeavor  to  convey  it  to  Domino  Yordieren,  minister  in  Zealand) 
and  to  urge  him  to  como  over  ami  enter  upon  service  hero.  This 
has  be-on  declined  by  his  Reverence  on  account  of  the  differences 
which  exist  in  our  church, —  (the  Leislorian  troubles.)  You  have, 
however,  and  this  increases  our  gratitude  to  you,  looked  up  and 
spoken  to  other  ministers  and  licentiates,  and  worked  hard  to 
persuade  some  one  to  come  over  here  and  become  engaged  for 
our  service  and  peace. 
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We  owe,  however,  special  thanks  to  God  and  yourselves,  in 
that  you  have  acted  as  a  father  to  his  children,  in  calling  and 
sending  over  the  Reverend,  Pious  and  \7ery  Learned  Domine 
Gualterus  du  Bois,  son  of  Domine  (Petrus)  du  Bois,1  late  minister 
at  Amsterdam,  to  be  second  preacher  and  a  colleague  of  our 
present  one,  (Selyns).  The  latter  has  reached  considerable  age, 
(65  years),  but  is  yet  strong  enough  to  attend  to  his  duty,  as  we 
trust,  for  many  days. 

"We  have  seen  and  examined,  since  the  arrival  of  Domine  Du 
Bois,  all  the  testimonials  given  by  yourselves,  as  well  as  those 
sent  to  us  by  other  ministers,  concerning  him,  his  gifts,  his  habits 
and  his  preaching.  He  is  pious,  discreet,  diligent  and  not  in 
clined  to  strife  or  partisanship. 

The  expenses  incident  to  his  coming  over,  and  the  salary  prom 
ised  to  be  paid  him  here,  were  both  paid  at  the  last  regular 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  salary  will  be 
paid  every  year  regularly. 

Meanwhile,  five  individuals,  mostly  of  inferior  position,  forced 
their  way  into  the  Consistory  (room)  and  drewr  up  a  certain  letter, 
a  copy  of  which  was  denied  to  us.  They  signed  it  as  if  in  the 
name  of  all  of  us,  and  it  was  sent  over  to  the  Clagsis.  [Oct.  21, 
1698.]  If  they  had  not  done  this,  we  could  and  should  have  had 
peace.  But  we  enter  our  protest  against  both  their  action  and 
their  letter.  For  such  things,  if  encouraged,  would  destroy  the 
service,  and  cause  the  removal  of  our  candlestick  from  its  place. 
Mr.  Du  Bois  who  was  then  presiding,  and  who  did  not  wish  to 
trouble  himself  with  disputes  which  arose  before  his  time,  kept 
aloof  from  the  whole  matter, —  (the  Leislerian  troubles.) 

But  the  question  is,  Whether  our  call  issued  to  "  Domine  Ver- 
dieren  or  somebody  else  ",  is  legal  or  not?  They  say  "  Xo  ";  wo 
say  "  Yes  ".  For  everything  was  done  by  virtue  of  our  charter, 
(of  1696)  and  according  to  the  customs  of  the  Dutch  churches 
and  the  Synodical  ordinances.  This  is  conceded  by  the  majority 
of  our  members.  It  (the  call)  was  also  approved  by  all  the  sur- 

1.  Rev.  Petnis  Du  Bois  was  the  one  hundredth  minister  called  to  the  Church  of 
Amsterdam.  He  was  previously  settled  at  Gorcum,  aiid  was  installed  at  Amster 
dam  May  25,  1(187.  He  died  March  3rd  1G98. 
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rounding  churches  ami  con-ivories  except  Ksopus;  for,  since  \vc 
had  no  Classis,  it  had  been  >t-u\  to  all  the  churches  for  informa 
tion  (and  endorsement.)  It  was  ratified  l.y  tin*  former,  as  well 
as  by  the  acting  Elders  and  Deacons  of  our  chun-h,  nemine  con- 
tradiconto.  It  was  continued  by  the  Dutch  Church  of  London.1 
It  was  even  approved  and  -igned  by  the  live  persons,  who  mako 
trouble  in  the  chnrc.h  of  God,  as  proved  by  the  copv,  here  following: 
We  request  your  Reverences  to  take  this  matter  up  airain,  and 
to  have  the  papers  and  documents  looked  up  and  examined,  and 
sent  over,  that  once  for  all  we  may  thereby  arrive4  at  the  desired 
peace.  If  our  action  has  been  illegal,  punish  us.  Von  yourselves 
will  also  be  accused  by  the  opponents  of  having  issued  the  call 
by  illegal  orders.  But  if  you  have  acted  legally,  punish  them,  as 
not  knowing,  what  is  required  for  a  legal  call.  The  peace  of  our 
church  depends  on  this  decision,  and  the  letter  of  the  Classis  will 
be  expected  by  first  opportunity. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  served  Cod's  Church  for  many 
years,  and  have  never  witnessed  a  quarrel  in  our  Church  or  Con 
sistory.  We  pray  that  your  Reverences  will  take  pity  on  us,  and 
bestow  a  little  time,  a  few  hours,  after  havintr  examined  every 
thing,  to  come  to  a  decision  on  these  matters,  or  to  express  your 
judgement.  Without  it,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  livej  and  attend 
to  the  services,  and  continue  in  possession  of  peace. 

Commending  you  to  Cod,  and  our.-cvlcs  to  your  prudent  judge 
ment,  we  remain, 

Reverend     (lentlemen,    and     Very    Dear     Ilrethrcii    in     Christ 

Jesus,  Vour  humble  and  willing  >ervants,  and  brethren,  who 

are  now,  or  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  church; 

Ilenricus  Selyns,  Theunis  <!«•  Key, 

.Johannes   Kip,  I'ieti-r  .lacol.sen    Manns, 

X.   llayanl,  Jacob   Hoelon, 

.Ian  Ilarl  endinck,  S.  v.  (  'ortlandf. 

.1.   v.  (  'ortlandt,  I1.,    IJayard. 

Ilrandt   Schuyler  Isaac  de  ForeeM. 

1      'I'licrc    IH   mi    Interesting   ;IIH!    sonii-u  li:it    citoi-ho    C<.rn-Kp«.ii.l.-iiro    IKMWI-IMI    the 
Dutch    ('hurchi-M  «.f    \.-\v    V-.rk   nii.l    I.«.u,!,,n.    <-n   tliln   wlmli-   « 

the   History   "f   Hi.-   Inii.-r  Omn  li,    i.nl.ll-lif.l   In    isnT,    I>HK''-«  *J7n;{ -jT'^i.     Tlu-    l.«-ttiT» 
are  K'VCU  In  tljcir  |»n»i)«T  |il.'i<'«-H. 
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If  there  had  been  more  places  or  room,  more  signatures  would 
have  been  obtained. 

Memorandum.  The  aforesaid  persons,  who  have  signed  the  fore 
going  letter,  are  the  most  prominent  individuals  here.  For  a 
long  time  they  have  been  both  an  advantage  and  honor  to  our 
city  and  church.  Some  of  them  are  members  of  the  Privy  Coun 
cil;  others,  the  Treasurer  and  Collector  of  the  Customs;  Colonels, 
Captains  and  Lieutenants.  But  principally  they  are  men  who 
have  governed  well,  and  served  the  church  of  God,  according  to 
their  ability,  as  Elders  and  Deacons  in  their  respective  offices 
;  but  now  they  are  excluded  by  the  passions  of  in 
terlopers.  This  is  to  be  greatly  lamented  and  may  God  bring 
about  a  change  to  our  peace. 
Signed 

Dominus  providebit.  (The  Lord  will  provide.) 

If  there  is  any  doubt,  about  said  persons  or  their  positions,  con 
fer  about  them  with  Mr.  van  Schayck,  etc. 

Copy, 

Record  of  approval  and  ratification  of  the  lately  issued  Call 
for  a  Second  Minister,  made  by  the  Governing  and  the  Old 
Consistory  at  Xew  York,  the  18th  of  September  1698. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Xew  York, 
now  in  office,  have  called  in  for  their  assistance  the  Elders  and 
Deacons  who  were  lately  in  office,  and  all  have  met  together,  to 
deliberate  on  the  Call  for  a  second  Minister  for  said  congrega 
tion.  Such  Call  was  issued  to  the  Rev.  Domine  Hyeronimus  Ver- 
dieren,  now  minister  at  Bruynesse,  on  the  Island  of  East  Duy- 
volant,  in  the  Classis  of  Zierickzoe  in  Zealandt;  or  in  case  of  his 
death,  or  declination  of  said  Call,  to  such  other  person  as  it  shall 
be  sent  to  by  the  Classis  of  (or?)  the  City  of  Amsterdam,  after 
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consultation  with  Messrs.  Levinus  van  Schayck  and  William 
Baneker,  merchants  at  Amsterdam,  in  accordance  with  letter  of 
Call,  written  on  tin-  21st  «.f  July  ir.Hv  After  this  letter  of  Call 
had  been  read  to  the  Meeting,  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  had 
been  invoked,  the  same  was  unanimously  approved  and  ratified, 
as  they  do  herewith  approve  and  ratify  it  in  all  its  parts,  as  ex 
pressed  in  detail  in  said  letter  of  Call. 

The  said  Assembly  further  unanimously  resolved  and  deter 
mined,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  former  resolution  taken  on  De 
cember  22nd  1G91,  in  regard  to  building  a  church,  all  collections 
taken  up  in  said  church  by  the  Rev.  Deacons,  shall  be  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  in  the  said  church,  and  for  the  benefit  of  said 
church  and  its  services  according1  to  the  disposition  ordered  by 
the  then  governing  Consistory.  Also  that  the  newly  elected 
Elders  and  Deacons  shall,  upon  request,  sign  this  (document), 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  governing  Consistory;  and  that  a 
copy  of  it  shall  be  handed  to  the  Kev.  Deacons  to  regulate  them 
selves  accordingly,  for  the  vindication  of  their  actions. 

Done  in  our  Consistorial  Meeting  at  New  ^  ork  the  lsth  of 
September  1098. 

And  thus  signed  from  time  to  time  —  Beneath  stood 

Ilonriciis  Selyns,  Miniwtor  Stophon    van   Cortlandt  .Iambus   Kip 

Pieter  -lacobfizen  Marina  Ilrandt  Schuyler  .lnliiiiuifH  de    IVystt-r* 

Jan    IIarp<-ndinck  Boelt-n    K<x  lofson  Williclmux   Ilepckinan 

Jacob   Hock-n  Isaanj   do   Koroivt  .Jacobun  (iouldi* 

.Tohnnnr.s    Kip  Haltli:i-ar    I'.ayard  Albartus   Kingu* 

Dink    \t'n    Kyck  .Jacobus  van   (C'ortlan)dt  (JualtheruH  du   Hois, 

.Johannes   van  Gicsen*  Carstcn    LUP  —  Minister. 

David   I'rovcwBt,  Junior*  'I  IH-UIUH  do    Kc-y 

H   liayard  1'ictcr  do   Kit-nicr 


Xota.  The  signers,  whose  names  are  marked  with  an  asterisk, 
arc  the  five  persons,  who  signed  and  wrote  the  (letter  to  the 
Classis,  in  opposition  tu  the  Consistory,  as  alluded  to  above,  Oct. 

21,  1098.) 
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NEGOTIATION  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  SENT  BY  THE  EARL  OF 
BELLOIMOXT  TO  OXOXDAGA. 

An  accompt  of  the  Negotiation  of  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  and  Robert  Livingston 
Esqrs.  of  his  Majesty's  Honorable  Council  of  New  Yorke  and  Hend.  Hause  Esq., 
Commissionate  by  his  Excellency  Richard  Earl  of  Bellomont  to  visit  the  Maquas, 
Oneydes,  and  Onondages  Nations;  who  departed  from  Albany  the  9th  of  April  1700 
and  returned  the  2nd  of  May  following: — 


Whereupon  Col.  P.   Schuyler,   Robert   Livingston  and  Hend.   Hanse  answered  and 
Baid:— 


And  we  do  assure  you,  as  we  shall  do  all  the  rest  of  the  Nations  where  we  go, 
of  the  King's  favour,  and  that  you  may  rest  satisfied  of  his  Majesty's  royal  pro 
tection  of  you,  which  you  will  quickly  find  the  good  effects  of,  for  Corlaer  the  Earl 
of  Bellomont  is  in  daily  expectation  of  the  Great  King  of  Euglands  orders  to  build 
a  Fort  at  the  Onondages  Castle  which  shall  defend  that  nation  and  the  rest  from 
the  excursions  and  attacks  of  the  French  at  Cadaracqui  and  elsewhere;  and  that 
his  Lordship  also  expects  orders  to  settle  some  Protestant  Ministers  among  you 
to  Instruct  you  in  the  Christian  Religion.  And  therefore  you  are  in  the  meantime 
to  exhort  your  young  Indians  not  to  go  to  Canada  to  be  instructed  by  the  Jesuits 
(as  you  told  us  last  night  it  was  their  daily  practice,  to  your  great  grief)  but  send 
for  them  back. 


After  the  discourse  was  over  the  two  Maquas  Sachems  Onnucherauorum  and 
Sinnonquirese  said,  they  would  be  glad  to  see  some  ministers  come  to  instruct 
them;  they  would  both  turn  Christian  themselves  and  would  give  a  large  tract  of 
land  for  a  Ministers  maintenance  and  do  admire  that  the  English  cannot  as  well 
send  a  Minister  to  instruct  them  in  the  Christian  Faith  as  the  French  do  so  many 
Jesuits  among  their  Indians;  by  which  they  do  not  only  gain  the  reputation  of 
making  their  Indians,  praying  Indians,  but  keeps  their  Indians  firm  to  (hem  and 
draws  ours  from  us. 


The  Sachems  of  Ounondage  gave  the  following  information  to  Col.  P.  Schuyler, 
Robt.  Livingston  and  Ilend.  Hanse,  sent  by  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Bellomont 
concerning  news  from  Canada,  at  their  Fishing  place  sixteen  miles  from  the  Castle 
the  20th  day  of  April  1700. 


The  Jesuits  of  Canada  do  likewise  threaten  hard  to  come  and  live  in  our  Castles, 
In  each  Castle  a  Jesuit.  Father  Millett  at  Oneyde,  .Father  Bruyas  that  was  with 
my  Lord  last  summer  at  Onnondage,  and  others  among  the  Cayouges  and  Siunekes; 
which  causes  us  continual  disturbance. 

When  Father  Bruyas  was  sent  from  Canada  last  summer,  to  Lord  Bellomout, 
some  of  our  people  happened  to  be  at  Canada,  to  whom  the  said  priest  said,  I  am 
going  to  the  Governour  of  New  Yorke,  Corlaer,  to  see  why  he  hinders  us  to  come 
among  the  Five  Nations  to  instruct  you  in  the  Christian  Faith,  and  if  he  hinders 
us  we  will  fight  him;  for  he  is  but  a  child  in  understanding  and  knows  nothing;  he 
Is  but  lately  come  into  the  country,  and  I  have  been  long  among  you. 

The  said  Jesuit  said  further,  I  will  discourse  my  Lord  Bellomont  why  he  always 
sends  for  you  to  speak  with  you  at  Albany,  why  the  general  place  of  treaty  is  not 
to  bf  kept  at  Onnondaga  according  to  the  ancient  custom. 

The  said  Sachems  were  told  by  Col.  P.  Schuyler.  Robert  Livingston  and  Mr. 
Hanse:— 
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Now  to  shew  you  what  111  men  these  Jesuits  nre  this  Father  Bruyas  never  durst 
so  much  as  mention  any  such  thing  to  my  Lord  Bellomont  as  you  speak  of.  but  on 
the  contrary  when  he  returned  to  Albany  spoke  so  much  to  my  Lord  Bellomont's 
praise  and  applanded  him  so  much  for  his  wisdom,  prudence.  Ingenuity,  generosity 
and  kindness,  that  tongue  could  not  sufficiently  express  It.  Hut  this  Is  like  them. 


Onnondage  '21   April   1700.   die   Sat. 


Impositions  made  by  Col.  I'eter  Schuyler  and  Robert  Livingston  Esq..  of  His 
Majesty's  Honorable  Council  of  New  Yorke,  and  Heml.  HIIQSC  Esq..  To  the  Sachems 
of  Onnondage  at  their  Custle  which  lyes  Westward  of  Albany  by  water  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy  miles;  this  27th  day  of  April  170O. 


We  are  also  directed  by  the  Karl  of  Hellomont  to  assure  you  of  the  Kings  favour 
and  that  you  must  rest  satisfied  of  his  Majesty's  Hoyall  protection  of  you.  which 
you  will  quickly  find  the  good  effects  of.  for  the  Karl  of  Hellomont  Is  In  dally 
expectation  of  the  King's  orders  to  build  a  Fort  at  this  Castle,  which  shall  defend 
this  Nation  and  the  rest  from  the  excursions  and  attacks  of  the  French  at  Cadar- 
acqul  and  elsewhere,  and  that  his  Lordship  also  expects  orders  to  settle  some 
I'rotestant  Ministers  among  you  to  Instruct  you  In  the  Christian  Religion.  We  do 
in  the  Karl  of  Hellomont's  name,  as  a  token  of  our  King's  friendship,  give  you 
this  Belt  of  Wampum,  and  here  are  three  Belts  more,  one  for  the  Oneyde«  whose 
Sachems  were'  not  at  home,  whom  we  sent  word  to  meet  us  here  but  are  not  yet 
come;  and  the  other  two  Belts  you  are  to  send  with  some  trusty  Indians  to  the 
Cayouges  and  Sinnekes  and  acquaint  them  with  this  whole  message,  and  that  hla 
Excellency  will  certainly  meet  all  the  Sachems  of  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany  In 
four  moons  and  a  half,  to  be  reckoned  from  this  day.— Col.  I>ocs.  N.  Y.  Iv.  OM, 
<>',»;,  Kn,  (jr>S,  GT>0,  WX),  Ml. 


MESSRS.    Sell  TYLER,    LlVI.XciSTON    AND    llANSKN    TO    THE    KAKL    OF 

BELLOMONT. 

Albany  3rd  of  May,  170U. 


The  onely  way  to  secure  them  Is  what  your  Kxcellency  proposes,  the  building  of 
a  Fort,  and  Ministers  to  Instruct  them;  and  if  that  be  not  put  In  execution  It  In  In 
vain  further  to  depend  upon  them.  The  French  have  a  great  faction  among  'em 
and  those  that  are  true  in  us  are  dispatch, -d  out  of  the  way.  We  have  by  our 
going  thither  very  much  satlsfyed  the  Indians  and  hope  have  got  some  that  were 
Frem-hlfyed,  to  our  side.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Iv.  *'*>?,. 


ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSES  HF  AMSTERDAM. 
Keport  rciranlinjr  Bankert. 

17<>n,   May  :>,rd. 

Rev.  Drputati  ad  res  Maritiinas  report,  that  they  waited  upon 
(begroetj  Monsieur  Bankert,  in  all  friendliness,  in  regard  to  the 
sending  of  IVJY.  1'reerinan  to  IJn^en.  Thereupon  said  Hankcrt 
answered,  that  in  the  first  pla<"e,  that  he  was  not  under  the  juris- 
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diction  of  this  Classis;  secondly,  that  he  had  received  a  private 
commission,  for  that  purpose  from  Xew  Albany,  which  he  had 
sent  along  with  Rev.  Ereerman,  without  having  retained  a  copy. 
Rev.  Deputati  wrere  thanked  for  the  trouble  taken.  It  was  re 
solved  by  the  Rev.  Classis  to  proceed  no  further  at  present  in  the 
case,  until  the  results  shall  be  seen  in  the  church  of  Xew  Albany, 
viii.  319;  xix.  256. 

Regarding  the  Letter  of  Bellomont. 

1700,  May  3rd. 

As  to!  the  letter  of  Mylord  Bellomont,  whereof  see  the  A  eta 
of  the  previous  Classis,  it  was  provisionally  resolved  that  Rev. 
Fits  should  be  asked  to  translate  the  same  (into  Dutch,)  as  well 
as  still  another  letter,  so  that  at  the  next  Classis  these  can  be 
more  fully  acted  on.  viii.  319;  xix.  257. 

XAMES  or  SUCH  AS  RECEIVE  A  SALARY  FOR  PREACHING  TO  THE 

INDIANS. 

May  the  13th,  1700. 
A  List  of  the  names  of  such  as  receive  Salary  for  Preaching  to 

the  Indians. 

£  s  d 

X.  ..    The  Rev.  Mr.  Saml.  Treat  of  Eastham 25  "  " 

Capt.  Thomas  Tuper  of  Sandwich 30  "  " 

X.  .  .   Mr.  Roland  Cotton  att  Sandwich 25  "  " 

X.  .  .   Mr.  Peter  Thacker  of  Milton 25  "  " 

X.  .  .   Mr.  Daniell  Gookin  of  Sherburn 10  "  " 

Mr.  John  Weeks  of  Elizabeth's  Island 10  "  " 

X.  .  .   Mr.  Grindall  Rawson  of  Mendon 25  "  " 

X.  .  .    Mr.  Samuell  Danford  of  Taunton 25  "  " 

Mr.  Experience  Mayhew  of  the  Vineyard.  ...  35 

Mr.  Minor  of  Woodbur^  Connecticut 12 
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£  s      -1 

X.  .  .    Mr.   Eliphalct  Adams  of  Little  Compton  ....      25 
Japheth  Indian  Pastor  <>f  an    Indian   Church 

at  Martha's  Yinoyard i'o  "     " 

Monsr.  James  Laborie  of  Oxford   .  ;»(>  "     " 


£297 

A  true  Copy 

(Signed)  Bcllomont. 

ACTS  OK  THE  CHASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Mylord  Bellomont. 

1700,  June  7th. 

In  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mylord  Bellomont,  translated  by 
Rev.  Fits,  who  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  trouble,  it  was  re 
solved  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  that  the  reply  be  as  yet  a  little  lonper 
postponed  (lit.,  that  one  shall  yet  sit  somewhat  still.)  viii.  321. 

PROPOSITIONS  OF  CAN  AHA   PKAVI.NC   INDIANS  AND  Tin:  ANSWERS 

THEREUNTO. 

Propositions  made  by  the  Sao  hi  ma  of  the  Canada  pravlug  Indians,  belonging  to 
their  Castle  called  Cachammge,  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Indian  Affairs  In 
Albany  the  eighth  and  twentieth  day  of  June  17(X>. 


Propositions  made  by  the  Commissioners  for  managing  the  Indian   Affaire*  to  tho 
Sachlms  of  the  Canada  Praying  Indians,  In  Albany  the  third  of  July  1700. 


As  you  are  sensible  you  have  the  same  freedom  of  trade  as  our  selves,  so  when 
ever  you  or  any  of  your  people  design  the  like,  you  shall  alwayes  have  the  same 
protection;  and  since  you  alledge  that  It  Is  your  love  to  the  Xtlan  religion,  which 
makeH  you  desert  your  native  country,  and  run  to  Canada,  to  be  Instructed  of  the 
French  priests,  we  hope  In  a  short  time  to  have  Protestant  Ministers  to  Instruct 
your  kindred  and  relations  In  the  XtUin  true  religion,  which  togeather  with  your 
love  for  your  country  hope  will  prevail  upon  you  to  come  and  live  among  your 
kindred,  your  fires  burning  still  In  your  Castles,  the  same  houses  you  left  being 
still  ready  to  receive  you,  with  all  the  stores  of  plenty  to  make  you  live  forever 
bappy. 

The  Canada  Praying  Indians  repley;  the  said  Hagronwadle  their  Sarhlm  being 
Speaker. 

Wee  are  now  come  to  trade  and  not  to  speake  of  religion,  only  thus  much  I  must 
say,  all  the  while  I  was  here  before  I  went  to  Canada  I  never  heard  anything 
talked  of  religion  or  the  least  mention  made  of  converting  us  to  the  Xtlan  faith, 
and  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  If  at  last  you  are  so  piously  Inclined  to  take  some 
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pains  to  instruct  your  Indians  in  the  Xtian  Religion.     I   will  not  say  but  it  may 
induce  some  to  return  to  their  native  country. 

I  wish  it  had  begun  sooner  that  you  had  had  ministers  to  instruct  your  Indians 
In  the  Xtian  faith;  I  doubt  whether  any  of  us  ever  had  deserted  our  native  country; 
but  I  must  say  I  am  solely  beholden  to  the  French  of  Canada  for  the  light  I  have 
received  to  know  there  was  a  Saviour  born  for  mankind,  and  now  we  are  taught 
God  is  every  where,  and  we  can  be  instructed  at  Canada,  Dowaganhae  or  the  utter 
most  part  of  the  earth  as  well  as  here 

Robert    Livingston,    Secretary, 

for  the  Indian  Affairs. 

(signed)     Bellomont  —Col.    Docs.   N.   Y.  iv.  G92,  693. 

A  true  Copy 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSES  QF  AMSTERDAM. 
Letter  from  Kew  York. 

1700,  July  5tli. 

A  letter  was  handed  in  by  Rev.  Dom.  Zesyers,  from  the  people 
of  Xew  York,  stating  the  dispute  and  division  in  the  church  there, 
occasioned  by  a  second  call  on  Rev.  Ilieronymus  van  Dieren. 
Therein  also  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  is  asked  to  be  pleased  to 
render  a  decision,  whether  the  said  call  is  lawful  or  unlawful. 
The  Assembly  resolved  to  postpone  action  (lit.  to  sit  still  so  long) 
until  another  letter,  which  is  expected  from  New  York,  shall  have 
arrived.  It  may  be  therefrom  learned  how  the  affairs  in  ISTew 
Albany  has  turned  out.  viii.  32-i. 

Bellomont. 

1700,  July  5th. 

Xo  answer  shall  for  the  present  be  made  to  the  letter  of  Mylord 
Bellomont.  viii.  324. 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF   TRADE. 

Boston  9th   of  July,   1700. 
To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

My  Lords:  The  reason  of  my  trubllng  your  Lordships  again  so  soon  after  my  letter 
of  the  22nd  of  last  month,  is  to  acquaint  you  of  some  things  that  have  occur'd  since 
then,  which  I  think  deserve  being  transmitted  to  your  Lordships. 

The  Indians  about  the  town  of  Woodstock  and  New  Oxford  (consisting  of  about 
forty  families)  have  lately  deserted  their  houses  and  corn  and  are  gone  to  live 
with  the  Tenicook  Indians,  which  has  much  allanu'd  the  English  thereabout,  and 
some  of  the  English  have  forsaken  their  houses  and  farms  and  removed  to  towns 
for  their  better  security.  That  the  Jesuits  have  seduced  those  forty  families  of 
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Indians  is  plain,  from  several  accounts  I  have  re.-e|\ed.  anil  some  when-of  I  now 
send  (viz.  Monsr.  Lal.mirle's  letter  tn  me.  wh|.-h  1>  a  \.-ry  plain  F.vldence  of  the 
French  Jesuits  debauching  thus,-  In. Hans.  M-.nsr.  I.abourle  is  a  French  MlnlHter 
placed  at  New  Oxford  I.y  Mr.  Stonght..n  the  Lieutenant  (Jovcrtiour  and  myself  at 
a  yearly  stipend  of  thirty  pounds  out  of  the  Corporation  money,  there  are  eight  or 
ten  French  families  there  that  have  farms,  and  lie  preaches  to  thoui.  and  at  the 
same  time  instructed  those  Indians,  having  f,,r  that  purpose  lenrnt  the  Indian 
tongue  to  enable  them  to  pr.-a«-h  therein. 

I  also  send  some  Memoranda  delivered  me  t-y  Mr.  Hawson  a  Minister,  who  writ 
'em  down  from  Mr.  Sabln's  month;  Mr.  Sal. in  the  p.-rsoii  I  formerly  named  to  your 
Lordships  ttiat  Rave  me  several  advices  concerning  the  Indians.  Mr.  Sa!)in  IH  HO 
terrified  at  the  Indians  of  Woodstock  and  New  Oxford's  quitting  their  houws  nnd 
corn,  that  he  has  thought  fit  to  forsake  his  dwelling  and  Is  Rone  t..  live  In  a  town. 
All  the  thinking  people  here  believe  the  Kastern  Indians  will  breake  out  against 
the  Fn^lisli  lu  a  little  while. 


Subsequently,  Minister  of  the  French  Protestant  Church  in  the  city  of  New- 
York.—  Doc.  Hist.  N.  V.,  iii. 

Kev.  Crlmlul  Hawson,  1'astor  of  Mend..n.  Mass..  was  the  fifth  son  of  Mr.  Secre 
tary  Kawsou,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  In  IdTs.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  the  New  Fngland  Indians,  In  which  he  used  to  preach  regu 
larly  to  those  tribes  in  his  neighborhood.  In  1  •'>'.'*.  he  was  appointed,  with  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Danforth,  to  visit  the  several  plantations  of  Indians  In  the  province  of 
Massachusetts  Hay,  a  report  of  which  visit  will  be  found  in  the  Collections  of 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  X.  He  published  -o'.n  after  an  Indian  tninsla 
tion  of  the  New  Fugland  "Confession  of  Faith",  under  this  Title:  Wunnamd 
tainoo  (Of  Faith)  Sampooaouk  (a  confession >  \Vussampoowontauiun  (consented  t«»t 
Nashpe  (by)  Moeuwehkomunganash  (the  Kccleslastlcal  per-on>>»  ut  din  New  Kngland. 
Idino.  Mushauwomuk,  li*l^>.  There  are  some  sermons  besides  from  his  pen.  H-- 
died  on  the  Cth  of  February,  171."),  aged  fifty  six  years.  -  Col.  Docs.  N.  V.  lv.  »W4. 


ACTS  OF  TIN-:  CLASS  is  OF  AMSTKKHAM. 
Letter  from   New   York. 

IToo,  .Inly    r.»tli. 

A  letter  was  read  from  some  members  of  the  C'onsistory  of 
Xew  York,  dated  March  L'JMli,  17<><>,  rnntaininir  an  expression  of 
tlianks  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  for  having  >«-nt  them  so 
pacific-tempered  a  minister  a.-  Kev.  du  Ilois.  '1  he  ( 'Ias.-is  resolved 
that  when  tidings  shall  have  Leen  receive. 1  from  New  Albany, 
then  also  to  an.-wer  the  litters  of  \e\v  York,  viii.  ."•:>;  xix.  L'.">7. 

Hellomont. 

1700,  July  UMli. 

The  letter  of  Mylord  IJelli.mi.nt  -hall  not  yet  l«o  answered. 
viii.  3^0  ;  xix.  '2'>^. 
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EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THE   LORDS  OF   TRADE. 


I  am  next  week  to  go  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Indians,  and  try  to  encourage  them, 
but  I  shall  go  with  a  heavy  heart,  being  not  empowered  to  gratifie  'em  in  the  two 
points  they  above  all  others  covet  and  insist  on,  viz.  the  building  them  a  Fort, 
and  furnishing  them  with  Ministers,  to  Instruct  'em  in  Christianity. 


New   York 
the  26th  July  1700. 


I  meet  with  an  old  story  from  the  Gentlemen  of  Albany,  which  I  think  worth 
the  relating  to  your  Lordships.  Decannissore,  one  of  the  Sachems  of  the  Onon- 
dages,  married  one  of  the  praying  Indians  in  Canada,  (by  praying  Indians  is  meant 
such  as  are  instructed  by  the  Jesuits)  this  woman  was  taught  to  poison,  as  well 
as  to  pray.  The  Jesuits  had  furnished  her  with  so  subtill  a  poison,  and  taught 
her  a  leger  *de  main  in  using  it;  so  that  whoever  she  had  a  mind  to  poison,  she 
would  drink  to  'em  a  cup  of  water,  and  let  drop  the  poison  from  under  her  nail 
(which  are  always  very  long,  for  the  Indians  never  pare  'em)  into  the  cup.  This 
woman  was  so  true  a  disciple  to  the  Jesuits,  that  she  has  poison'd  a  multitude  of 
our  Five  Nations  that  were  best  affected  to  us;  She  lately  coming  from  Canada 
in  company  of  some  of  our  Indians,  who  went  to  visit  their  relations  in  that 
Country  who  have  taken  sides  with  the  French,  And  their  being  among  others  a 
Protestant  Mohack,  (a  proper  goodly  young  man)  him  this  woman  poison'd  so  that 
he  died  two  days  Journey  short  of  Albany,  and  the  Magistrates  of  that  town  sent 
for  his  body  and  gave  it  a  Christian  burial.  The  woman  comes  to  Albany,  where 
some  of  the  Mohacks  happening  to  be,  and  among  'em  a  young  man  nearly  related 
to  the  man  that  had  been  poisoned,  who  espying  the  woman,  cries  out  with  great 
horror,  that  there  was  that  beastly  woman  that  had  poisoned  so  many  of  their 
friends,  and  'twas  not  fit  she  should  live  any  longer  in  the  world  to  do  more 
mischief;  and  so  made  up  to  her,  and  with  a  clubb  beat  out  her  brains. 
July  31,  1700. 


The  want  of  two  Ministers  for  the  present  has  done  us  a  vast  deale  of  prejudice 
with  the  Indians.  I  can  find  none  in  this  country  that  will  go  among  'em,  and 
that  are  men  tollerably  well  qualifyed  for  such  a  charge. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv. 
G87,  688,  689,  690. 


SYNOD  OF  XORTII  HOLLAND,  AT  AMSTERDAM. 

1700,  July  27  to  Aug.  5. 
Article  14. 
Indian  Affairs. 


Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Pera;  from  a  second,  from  New 
Albany;  from  a  third  from  Suriname;  and  also  from  two  letters 
from  New  York,  sent  to  the  Claassis  of  Amsterdam;  were  com- 
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municated  to  the  Christian   Synod   by   the   Kev.   President,  and 
were  as  follows: 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  Albany,  of  June  5th,  1  ('.!»!),  signed 
by  Elders  and  Deacons,  to  wit,  Albert  Kykemans,  P.  Sehuyler, 
Jacob  Akkerman,  Anthony  Jirieth,  (Kries)  John  Cuvler.  and 
Evert  Bankcrt. 

1.  It  grieves  them  extremely  that  thev  were  compelled  to  re 
port   to  the  Kev.  Classis,  that   the  Civil   Power  of  this  province 
had    suspended    their   revered    pastor.    Rev.    Godfrey    Dellius,   lie- 
cause  of  the  procuring  of  a  certain  deed  from  the  late  Governor, 
Benjamin  Fletcher,  for  a  parcel  of  land,  to  five  persons,  including 
him. 

2.  How  this  matter  (the  suspension)  came  about,  Kev.  Dcllius 
himself  would  explain  to  Rev.  Classis;  as  he  had  resolved  to  go 
to  England  for  his  defence. 

)>.  They  were  of  opinion  that  he  had  been  insulted,  and  that 
the  rights  of  their  church  had  been  infringed  in  this  case;  as  this 
incident  had  occurred  without  their  cognizance,  and  on  no  com 
plaint  of  theirs. 

•1.  They  complain  that  now  they  were  left  without  a  pastor, 
and  without  the  administration  of  the  sacraments.  They  did  not 
know  how  they  could  help  themselves,  as  they  had  neither  church 
councils  (kerkenraad)  nor  Classis;  therefore  they  requested  of 
the  Kev.  Classis  that  it  would  help  to  vindicate  their  preacher  in 
his  honor,  and  their  church  in  its  rights,  in  the  ni'»t  effective 
manner;  so  that  in  the  future  such  event  may  not  befall  them. 

5.  Kev.  Dellius  had  given  them  hope  of  his  speedy  return;  and 
they  begged  Classis  to  persuade  him  thereto,  in  their  name. 

»>.  If  this  cannot  be,  then  they  request  Krv.  Dellius  in  con 
nection  with  William  Hanckcrt  and  I.evinus  van  Schaick,  mer 
chants  in  Amsterdam,  to  rr.jue.-t  of  Kev.  Classis  to  send  them 
another  minister  in  his  place. 
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7.   They  refer  further  to  the  statements  of  Rev.  Dellhis;  and 
they  end  with  salutations. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  York,  of  March  20,  1700,  and 
signed  by  John  de  Peyster,  Elder,  D.  Provoost,  Deacon,  John 
van  Gyser,  Deacon,  Albert  Ringo,  Deacon,  Jac.  Iloelet, 
Deacon. 

1.  They  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  for  the  calling  of  Rev.  Gual- 
terus  du  Bois,  who  is  very  agreeable  to  their  congregation;  and 
by  his  conduct  he  is  well-fitted  to  quiet  the  disturbances  which 
have  arisen  there. 

2.  They  mention  the  causes  of  these  disturbances.     These  are, 
the  calling  of  a  preacher  which  had  been  done  illegally,  and  had 
been  taken  in  ill  part  by  the  larger  portion  of  the  congregation; 
but  they  do  not  wish  to  revive  these  old  disputes,  but  to  forget 
them,  in  charity. 

They  conclude  with  salutations. 

3.  In  a  P.  S.  Rev.  du  Bois  attests,  as  president,  p.t.  that  the 
said  persons  who  signed  this  letter,  were  in  the  offices,  as  sub 
scribed. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Xew  York,  dated  April  24,  1700, 
signed  by  Ilenricus  Selyns,  John  Kip,  Xicholas  Bayard,  John 
Harbending,  J.  Van  Kortlandt,  Brant  Schuyler,  Tennis  de  Key, 
Peter  Marins,  Jac.  Boelens,  S.  Van  Kortlandt,  and  all  persons 
of  prominence  and  previously  in  church  offices. 

1.  They  thank  the  Classis  for  their  care  for  that  church,  exer 
cised  with  vain  trouble,  in  the  call  of  Rev.   Yerdieren ;  and  the 
sending  them  now  of  Rev.  du  Bois,  who  was  most  acceptable  on 
account  of  his   gifts,    ability,    and    intercourse  with   the   people; 
whoso  salary  also  was  paid  promptly  and  would  continue  to  be. 

2.  They  complain  of  new  disturbances,  occasioned  by  five  per 
sons  and  who  intruded  themselves  into  the  Consistory,  by  writing 
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a  letter  to  the  Classis;  a  sight  and  copy  of  which  they  had  refused 
to  the  other  members  of  the,  Consistory. 

3.  The  principal  cause  of  unpleasantness,  however,  remained, 
namely,  the  contention  over  the  call  of  Rev.  Yerdieren,  which  they 
(the  Consistory)  contend  to  have  been  made  out  regularly. 

4.  They  request,  therefore,  that  the  Kev.  ( 'lassis  will  take  up  this 
case  again,  so  as  to  remove  the  dissensions  by  its  decision. 

They  conclude  with  salutations. 

5.  The  P.  S.  makes  known  that  sixty  four  of  the  Catechumens 
had  been  admitted  to  membership,  and  that  lifty  children  had  re 
cited  the  Psalms  of  David,  the  songs  of  praise,  (of  Simeon,  Eliza 
beth  and  Mary)  and  the  prayers,  before  the  congregation. 

G.  At  the  end,  there  was  a  copv  of  a  certain  act  of  approval 
and  ratification  of  the  newly  made  out  call  of  a  second  minister, 
by  the  present  and  retired  Consistory  of  New  York,  September 
IS,  1G9S;  among  the  signers  of  this  are  also  live  persons  who  now 
make  a  quarrel  about  it. 

COUNCIL  JOURNAL,  XEW  YORK.      .Ministers  needed  for  the  Five 
Nations.      17<>o,  July   i>(.».      iJellomont,   (lovernor.      He  said 

to  the  Assembly  and  Council  :— 

Gentlemen: — I  thought  a  session  of  the  (leneral  Assembly  ab 
solutely  necessary  at  this  time,  that  you  might  advise  such  mea 
sures  as  will  best  secure  the  Five  Xations  of  Indians  in  their  olx-di- 
ence  to  the  Crown,  which  all  of  you  know  is  of  the  last  cons<*quenee 
to  this  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Knglish  plantations  in  America.  Our 
neighbors  of  Canada  know  the  value  of  the  Five  Nations  to  us. 
and  therefore  with  indefatigable  pain-  are  every  day  seducing 
them  from  us  by  their  Jesuit-:  and  it  is  said  that  -uch  of  them, 
as  will  not  be  seduced  are,  many  of  them,  Lak<  n  otT  by  poison. 

The  proper  remedies  airainsT  these  growing  mischief-;  the  In 
dians  themselves  have  chalked  out  for  us.  They  have  often  prcsse<l 
me  with  great  instance  that  they  may  have  Protestant  ministers  to 
instruct  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  a  Fort,  to  cover  in,  from 
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the  incursions  of  the  French  and  their  Indians.  I  hope  there  will 
be  found  a  way  out  to  furnish  them  with  ministers  from  England ; 
but  for  a  Fort,  that  remains  for  you  to  provide,  etc.  etc.  Council 
Journal.  144. 

Council  Journal.    A  Bill  against  Romish  Priests.    1700,  Aug.  3rd. 
Bellomont,  Governor. 

A  Bill  against  Jesuits  and  Popish  Priests  was  committed  to  Col. 
Wm.  Smith,  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province.  He  proposed  several 
verbal  amendments,  and  that  half  the  fine  imposed  be  given  to 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  go  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  sup 
port  of  the  Government;  (instead  of  one  third  to  the  King,  one 
third  to  the  Governor,  and  one  third  to  the  informer)  ;  and  also 
that  these  words  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  Bill : —  Provided  this 
Act  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  unto  any  of  the 
Romish  clergy  who  shall  happen  to  be  shipwrecked,  or  thro'  other 
adversity  shall  be  cast  on  shore,  or  driven  into  this  Province,  so 
as  he  continue  or  abide  no  longer  within  the  same,  than  until  he 
may  have  opportunity  of  passage,  for  his  departure;  so  also  as 
each  person  immediately  upon  his  arrival,  shall  forthwith  attend 
the  Governor,  if  near  to  his  place  of  residence,  or  otherwise  on  one 
or  more  of  the  Council,  or  next,  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  and  acquaint 
them  with  his  circumstances,  and  observe  the  directions  which 
they  shall  give  him  during  his  stay  in  the  Province.  Council 
Journal,  146-7.  Enacted,  149,  on  August  9,  1700. 

Ax    ACT    AGAINST    JESUITS    &    POPISH    PREISTS. 

(Passed,  August  9,  1700.) 

WHEREAS  divers  Jesuits  preists  and  popish  missionaries  have 
of  late,  come  and  for  Some  time  have  had  their  residence  in  the 
remote  parts  of  this  Province  and  other  his  ma'tys  adjacent  Colo 
nies,  who  by  their  wicked  and  Subtle  Insinuations  Industriously 
Labour  to  Debauch  Seduce  and  w'thdraw  the  Indians  from  their 
due  obedience  unto  his  most  Sacred  ma'tv  and  to  Excite  and  Stir 
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them  up  to  Sedition  Kcbcllion  and  opt-n  Hostility  against  his 
ina'tys  Goverm't  for  prevention  whereof  IW  it  Enacted  by  liis 
Excel  the  Gov'r  Council  and  Representatives  Convened  in  Gen 
eral!  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  Knacted  bv  the  Authority  of  the 
Same,  That  all  and  every  Jesuit  and  Seminary  Preist  missionary 
or  other  Spirituall  or  Keelesiasticall  person  made  or  ordained  by 
any  Authority  power  or  Jurisdicon  derived  Challenged  or 
p'tended  from  the  Pope  or  See  of  Koine  now  resideing  w'th  in 
tliis  province  or  any  part  thereof  shall  depart  from  and  out  of 
the  Same  at  or  before  the  first,  day  of  November  next  in  this  pres 
ent  year  Seaventeen  hundred.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  Jesuit.  Seminary  Preist 
Missionary  or  other  Spirituall  or  Ecclesiastical!  person  made  or 
Ordained  by  any  Authority  power  or  Jurisdiction  derived  Chal 
lenged  or  p'tended  from  the  pope  or  See  of  Koine  or  that  shall 
profess  himself  or  otherwise  appear  to  he  Such  by  preaching  & 
teaching  of  others  to  Say  any  popi-h  prayers  by  ( 'elebruting  masses 
granting  of  absolutions  or  using  any  other  of  the  Romish  Cere 
monies  &  Rites  of  worship  by  what  name  title  or  degree  So  ever 
such  a  person  shall  be  called  or  known  who  shall  Continue  abide 
remaino  or  come  into  this  province  or  any  part  thereof  after  ye 
first  day  of  November  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  and  Accounted 
an  incendiary  and  disturber  of  the  publick  peace  and  Safety  and  an 
Enemy  to  the  true  Christian  K.-ligi«.n  and  .-hal  be  adjudged  to  Suf 
fer  perpetuall  Imprisoning  and  if  any  person  being  So  Sentenced 
and  actually  Imprisoned  shall  break  prison  and  make  his  Escape 
and  be  afterwards  retaken  he  .-hall  Suffer  Mich  paines  of  Death 
penalties  and  forfeitures  a>  in  Cases  of  iTeloiiy.  And  it  is  further 
Enacted  by  the  authority  atWe.-aid.  That  every  person  that  shall 
wittingly  and  willingly  receive,  harbour,  C.-ncrale  aid  Succour  and 
releive  any  Jesuit  pn-ist  mi-.-ioii-iry  '  r  "ther  Ecclesiastical  person 
of  the  Komish  Clergy  knowing  him  t«>  be  Such  and 
lawfully  Convicted  l.efon-  any  of  hi-  ma'tys  Court.-  of  Kecords 
this  Province  w'di  Courts  are  hereby  Impowered  and 
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Authorized  to  hear  try  and  Determine  the  Same  he  shall  for 
feit  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  Currant  mony  of  this  Province 
one  half  to  his  Maty  for  and  towards  the  Support  of  the  Governm't 
and  the  other  half  to  the  Informer  who  shall  sue  for  ye  Same  in 
any  Court  of  Record  w'thin  this  province  wherein  no  Essoyn  pro 
tection  or  wager  of  Law  shall  be  allowed  and  Such  person  shall  be 
further  punished  by  being  Set  in  ye  pillory  on  three  Severall  dayes 
and  also  be  bound  to  the  good  behaviour  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  Lawfull  to  and  for  every  Justice  of  the 
peace  to  cause  any  person  or  persons  Suspected  of  being  a  Jesuit, 
Seminary  Preist  or  of  the  Romish  Clergy  to  be  apprehended  & 
Convented  before  himself  &  Some  other  of  his  ma'tys  Justices  and 
if  Such  person  do  not  give  Satisfactory  acco't  of  himself  he  shall 
be  Committed  to  prison  in  order  to  a  Tryall  also  it  shall  and  may 
be  Lawfull  to  and  for  any  person  or  persons  to  app'rehend  without 
a  warrant  any  Jesuit  Seminary  preist  or  other  of  the  Romish 
Clergy  as  aforesaid  and  to  Convent  him  before  ye  Gov'r  or  any 
two  of  the  Council  to  be  Examined  and  Imprisoned  in  order  to 
a  Tryall  unless  he  give  a  Sattisfactory  acco't  of  himself  and  as  it 
will  be  Esteemed  and  accepted  as  a  good  Service  don  for  ye  King 
by  the  person  who  shall  Seiz  &  apprehend  any  Jesuit  Preist  mis 
sionary  or  Romish  Ecclesiactick  as  aforesaid  So  the  GoVr  of  this 
province  for  ye  time  being  w'th  ye  advice  &  Consent  of  the  Coun 
cil  may  Suitably  reward  him  as  they  think  fitt.  Provided  this 
act  shall  not  Extend,  or  be  Construed  to  Extend  unto  any  of  the 
Romish  Clergy,  who  shall  happen  to  be  Shipwrackt,  or  thro'  other 
adversity  shall  be  cast  on  shoure  or  driven  into  this  province,  So 
as  he  Continue  or  abide  no  Longer  w'thin  ye  Same  than  untill 
lie  may  have  opportunity  of  passage  for  his  Departure  So  also  as 
Such  person  Immediately  upon  his  arrival!  shall  forthwith  attend 
ye  Gov'r  if  near  to  ye  place  of  his  Residence  or  otherwise  on  one 
or  more  of  ye  Council  or  next  Justices  of  the  peace,  &  acquaint 
y'm  w'th  his  Circumstances  £  observe  ye  Direccons  w'ch  they 
shall  give  him  during  his  stay  in  ye  province. 
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(  'I.ASSIS  <»i    AM-  i  i:i:i..\M. 

Correspondence  fr«.m  Aim-rim.  Rev.  John  I.N-lius  t-»  the  Claris 
of  Amsterdam.  August  1."),  i  ( ).  S. )  17nn.  In  port  Folio"  \cw 
York  ",  Vol.  I.  Fxtraets,  xxi.  -liM-i'. 

Albany,  A  HIT.  1."..  < ).  S.  (  X.  S.  '.  \   1  TuO. 

Keverend,  Pious  and  Highly  Learm-d  Sirs :—  After  we  liad 
endured  the  inconveniences  of  tin-  -.-a.  ;md  had  sometimes 
been  in  peril  of  shipwreck,  linally,  thr.'iiiJi  dud's  undeserved 
mercy,  \ve  came  safely  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  on  .July  JO.  (  X.  S.  )  Stepping  on  land  we  learned  imme 
diately  that  Captain  llaker.  on  who-e  ship  (  Rev.  )  Freerman  was, 
had  not  yet  arrived.  This  lightened  our  hearts  not  a  little.  \\V 
then  took  council  of  n-ood  friend-.  ;md  it  was  determined  that  I 
should  preach  the  following  Sunday  in  New  York:  and  then  po 
up  to  Albany  with  my  family  and  «roods  bv  the  first  vaclit.  It 
was  not  doubted  by  many  bin  that  alTair.-  would  turn  out  sutli- 
cicntly  in  my  favor. 

Meantime  there  arrived  earlv  on  the  morning  of  the  L'.'!,  i('aj>- 
tain  )  liaker,  and  Kev.  Freerman  was  \\ith  him.  The  latter  was 
not  a  little  astonished  when  he  learned  fr«»m  Mr.  Hanker  that 
I  had  alreadv  arrived.  Nevertheless  lie  came  to  the  house  of  Rev. 
Selyns  (corner  of  Dridire  and  Whitehall?)  where  I  was  sUiy- 
inir,  and  where  he  received  a  -canty  welcome.  He  was  assigned 
lodgment  at  the  hou.-e  of  Ilev.  i  <  iiialtcru.-  )  I  >u  Iloi-.  I lo  j)reachexl 
for  him  on  Sundav  afterniM.n,  a-  I  had  done,  in  the  morning  f«»r 
Rev.  Selvns,  the  old  patriarch,  («>uder  Yadi-r.  )  (The  ('la.-^is  will 
be  informed  bv  others.  I  -upjio-e  a-  to  the  satisfaction  given  re- 
spectivelv,  bv  Ke\-.  !•  Ceennan  and  myself.)* 

On  Tuesdav  evenin«r  \',e  both  started  fur  Albany,  in  the  yacht 
of  one  Herbert  Jacobs/.  He  had  b--. -n  made  I  )eacoii  tlii-  year,  and 


•  Thorp  was  n   cltipll«':il«-  «f  thU  l.-tt.-r  f.-nii.l.    \\lili-h   W;IH  alinoHl    |.J.-iit  Irnl.   y<M    !i«'l 
a   ft*w   clauses  or  s»Mitoii<'fs  <llfT«'rfiit. 

Tin*  Hont.Mir,.  ••  Th.-  ri.-i>sls   will  I-  Inf.-n.i.-l 
faction  given.  rosp«>.-tlv«-l\ .  l.y  I'n-.-riii;iii  nml  niys.-lf 
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had  assured  me  from  the  first  moment  of  my  arrival  in  Xew 
York  of  a  successful  issue  for  myself.  On  Saturday,  early  in 
the  evening,  we  arrived  at  Albany,  and  were  welcomed  on  shore 
by  the  Magistrates,  Consistory  and  the  most  respectable  (fatzoen- 
lyk)  of  the  place.  We  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  Colonel 
Peter  Schuyler,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Councillors  of  the  Province 
of  Xew  York,  who  is  also  an  Elder  there.  The  Consistory,  after 
having  consulted  together  in  a  separate  room,  requested  us  to  come 
before  them.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  it  was  already  too  late  to 
examine  our  two  calls,  together  with  the  letters  we.  had  brought 
with  us,  they  asked  us  each  to  favor  the  congregation  the  next  day 
with  a  sermon ;  but  requested  that  neither  of  us  would  preach  an 
inaugural.  I  said  that  I  would  gladly  do  so,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  prejudicing  my  case,  since  I  had  been  assured  that  I  had  a 
call  that  was  regular,  and  had  not  come  over  merely  as  a  candidate 
for  their  church.  This,  then,  having  been  publicly  promised  me, 
and  also  being  sufficiently  assured  by  certain  ones  in  private,  we 
each  agreed  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Consistory.  I  was 
entertained  at  the  house  of  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  (Schuyler) 
and  Rev.  Freerman  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bancker. 

After  the  service  on  Sunday  afternoon,  we  were  each  asked  for 
our  respective  calls,  with  the  certificates  and  whatever  else  we 
might  have,  that  these  might  be  examined  on  Monday.  This  was 
done  in  the  presence  of  Eev.  (Peter)  Xucella,  of  Esopus.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  Rev.  Chassis  of  Amsterdam,  he  had 
immediately  gone  to  Albany  with  two  members  of  his  Consistory. 
I  was  then  requested  to  preach  my  installation  sermon  on  the  fol 
lowing  Sunday ;  the  parsonage  was  offered  me,  and  the  (half 
year's)*  salary  due,  was  paid. 

Subsequently  to  this,  many  people  asserted  that  the  Rev.  Ereer- 
man  ought  also  to  be  minister  here  together  with  me.  But  the 
Consistory  was  of  maturcr  judgement,  and  they  unanimously  de- 

*  The  words  "  half  year's  "  are  supplied  from  duplicate. 
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clared  that  this  would  be  inexpedient,  if  tin-  inhabitants,  who  for 
some  time  previously  had  Ix-on  prettv  well  divided,  were  ever  to 
be  brought  together  in  peace.  Meantime  through  a  good  friend 
I  had  caused  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  l>e 
handed  to  Lord  Belloinont,  who  was  at  present  here.  And  although 
he  was  requested  by  certain  ones  to  appoint  Rev.  Freernian  also 
to  this  church,  he  nevertheless  roundly  (volmondig)  declared  to 
mo  that  such  a  course  would  be  inexpedient  for  this  congregation; 
and  that  he  would  never  set  him>clf  against  a  call  by  the  Kev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Freerman,  since  I  was  accepted  as  pastor  here,  has  been 
p reach inir  almost  every  Sunday  at  Sehenectady.  \\  hen  certain 
fines,  at  times  asked  him  whether  he  would  not  like  to  serve  that 
church  as  regular  pastor,  he  gave  a  negative  answer.  Possibly  he 
thought  that  his  Excellency  might  yet  pursue  another  course,  as 
is  now  found  out  to  be.  the  case.  We  learned  afterward  that  the 
('<msistorv  of  Sehenectady  on  Augu>t  IN  ( ).  S.  came  to  an  agree 
ment  with  Rev.  Freerman  in  regard  to  a  salary,  and  that  <>n  the 
iTMh  lie  preached  his  installation  sermon.  H.»\V  he  could  have 
(ione  so,  on  so  insecure  a  foundation,  I  cannot  comprehend.  I  also 
asked  him  himself  this  question  on  the  Saturday  before  he  preached 
his  installation,  and  at  the  same  time  pointed  out  to  him  how  Mich 
a  way  of  doing  thing-  conflicted  with  all  Fcde^iaMical  Regulations. 
Jiut  it  seems  that  lie  cares  for  nothing  if  he  can  only  earn  a  - 
somewhere  by  preaching  I  low  thU  action  will  be  dealt  v 
the  other  brethren  of  this  Province,  I  long  to  learn.  I  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  write-  to  all  of  them  about  this  occurrence. 

The,  proselytes  from  among  the  heathen  who 

ing  the  time  of  my  lord',  (  Ucllomont's  )  .May  here,  continued  with 
me,  their  daily  exercises  of  praying  and  singing,  as  they  were 
accustomed  to  do  under  R«-v.  D.-llius:  and  my  lord  furnished  me 

with  an  interpreter,  in  order  that   I   mi-lit  be  able  to  pr vd  with 

them  in  the  teaching  of  that  truth  which  is  unto  salvation.  His 
Excellency  was  the  more  greatly  inclined  to  do  so.  since  he  him- 
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self,  with  his  entire  suite,  attended  with  pleasure  their  devotional 
exercises  at  my  house.  I  do  certainly  desire  that  the  Lord  will 
again  grant  Tlis  blessing  upon  this  salutary  work.* 

Knowing  of  nothing  else  wherewith  to  lengthen  my  letter,  I  con 
clude  with  assuring  you  that  I  will  exert  all  my  powers  to  give  as 
much  satisfaction  to  this  congregation  as  possible;  so  that  here 
after  they  may  have  cause  again  to  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  for  the  tender  and  fatherly  care  which  it  has  shown  to 
this  church,  in  sending  me  to  them.  Meantime  I  pray  the  All-suffi 
cient  God  to  pour  out  upon  all  the  Brethren  all  imaginable  bless 
ings  —  upon  their  persons,  ministries  and  families ;  while  I  re 
main, 

Reverend,  Pious,   and  Highly-Learned  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Johannes  Lydius. 

DAVID  SCHUYLER,  ESQ..  TO  THE  EARL  OF  BELLOMONT. 

To  His  Excellency  Richard  Earle  of  Bellomont,  Capt.  Generall  and  Governor  in 
chief  of  his  Majesty's  Provinces  of  New  York,  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire'  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  etc. 

The  Memoriall  of  David  Schuyler  Esq.   one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

Humbly  Sheweth:—  That  about  the  beginning  of  this  present  month  of  August  1700 
the  said  David  Schuyler  being  at  Canada  at  the  house  of  one  Monsr.  Bondour  a  mer 
chant  living  at  Montreal  he  saw  him  discoursing  with  an  old  Jesuit  and  having  a 
paper  in  his  hand  with  a  great  many  names,  like  a  roll,  he  was  inquisitive  what  it 
might  be  and  how  he  came  to  be  so  great  with  the  Priest.  The  said  Bondour  reply'd 
that  the  Priest  had  been  that  day  at  Kachanuage  the  Praying  Indian  Castle  about 
four  miles  from  Montreal!  and  had  there  taken  a  list  of  ihe  names  of  all  the  Praying 
Indians  and  was  carrying  the  same  to  Monsr.  de  Calliere  the  Governor  of  Canada. 
The  said  Schuyler  asked  the  number  of  them,  because  it  was  comonly  reported 
that  the  said  Castle  of  Praying  Indians  (consisting  of  those  Indians  that  had 
deserted  the  Five  Nations)  were  about  eighty  fighting  men  in  the  time  of  the  late 
war.  The  said  Monsr.  Bondour  told  him  that  the  number  of  Praying  Indians  now 
in  the  Castle  were  three  hundred  and  fifty,  according  to  the  list;  upon  which  the 
said  Schuyler  told  him  he  could  not  believe  it.  Well,  said  Bondour  there  Is  the 
son  of  Touyenijow  whose  father  is  lately  come  from  your  parts  and  is  now  one  of 
our  proselites,  ask  him  and  he  will  tell  you  the  same.  The  said  Schuyler  asked 

*  The  sentence  about  the  converted  Indians  in  the  duplicate  reads  as  follows: 
"  During  the  stay  here  of  his  Excellency,  Bellomont,  the  proselytes  from  among 
the  heathen,  held  their  exercises  of  praying  and  singing  as  they  were  accustomed 
tci  do  in  the  time  of  Rev.  Dellius,  at  rny  house.  They  promised  at  regular  times 
to  come  hither  to  worship  the  true  God  with  us  and  to  use  the  sacraments  accord 
ing  to  the  institution  of  Christ.  But  the  Governor  himself  was  at  one  time  present 
at  their  exercises  with  his  entire  suite,  and  took  such  a  satisfaction  in  them,  that 
he  furnished  me  with  an  interpreter,  that  I  might  be  the  better  able  to  instruct 
them.  I  hope  the  All-sufficient  Jehovah  will  add  His  blessing  thereto." 
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the  said  young  Indian,  who  MM  him  they  were  now  Increased  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  fighting  men,  and  l.ld  him  ask  any  of  i  In-  Indians  and  they  would  say 
the  same.  The  said  Schuyler  asked  the  said  young  Indian  why  In-  did  not  come 
to  the  Maquase  country;  who  replyed  that  he  had  a  great  Inclination  to  be  n 
Christian  and  that  detained  him  at  Canada.  Said  Schuyler  told  him  th.-y  would 
have  Ministers  in  a  short  time  In  their  own  country  and  then  he  could  be  taught 
there.  Whereupon  Monsr.  Itondour  said,  that  was  no  praying  that  the  Protestant* 
used,  they  the  French  had  the  right  way  of  praying.  The  said  Schuyler  told  him. 
Is  that  a  good  belief  that  If  one  Indian  kills  another,  that  the  murderer  shall  K-> 
to  the  Priest  and  he  shall  absolve  him.  when  God  commands  that  he  who  shed* 
blood,  his  blood  shall  be  shed.  The  Indian  very  much  doubted  If  he  <-ould  forgive 
that;  but  Monsr.  Kondour  told  him  he  could,  and  for  explanae«.n  told  the  Indian 
if  your  shirt  Is  foul  then  you  wash  It  and  it  Is  dean,  so  It  Is  with  anybody  that 
goes  to  Confession  to  the  Priest. 

The  said  David  .Schuyler  said  to  the  French  gentleman  Ilondour  he  could  not 
possibly  believe  there  could  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  Praying  Indians  In*  the 
Castle  called  Kachnauage. 

The  Gentleman  told  him,  I)o  you  think  that  strange,  there  will  be  abuve  four 
hundred  before  winter,  for  they  come  like  wolves  round  about  the  Castle  and  beg 
the  Priest  to  take  compassion  on  them  and  give  them  some  light  In  the  Christian 
Faith,  and  they  dare  not  receive  them  till  they  have  been  out  a  hunting  and  given 
some  demonstrations  of  their  fidelity;  for  all  tin-  Five  Nations  would  come  there 
speedily  by  reason  of  their  ardent  desire  to  turn  Christians. 


I  humbly  offer  this  to  your  Excellency  to  evince  the  ardent  desire  of  the  Indian* 
of  the  Five  Nations  to  be  instructed  In  the  Christian  Faith;  the  want  of  Ministers 
to  Instruct  them  therein  being  the  apparent  cause  of  their  every  day  going  o\er 
more  and  more  to  the  French,  that  it  will  be  absolutely  Impossible  to  kevp  the 
said  Indians  firm  and  steady  to  the  Covenant  Chain  without  such  Ministers,  that 
during  the  late  war  with  France  when  the  French  of  Canada  had  but  few  of  our 
Indians,  and  we  the  whole  Five  Nations  iwho  were  as  a  Harrier  and  defence  to 
the  Inhabitants  residing  at  Albany  and  the  other  frontier  parts  of  his  Majesty'* 
Provinces  on  the  main  Continent  of  America!  yet  continual!  Inroads  were  made  by 
them  into  tills  government  in  sueh  manner  and  t<>  sueh  effect  that  the  Inhabitants 
on  the  frontiers  were  frequently  killed  and  scalped,  or  deserted;  which  plainly 
demonstrates  that  when  the  whole  Five  Nations,  now  our  friends,  are  deserted  and 
become  our  enemies,  (as  for  want  of  Ministers  they  continually  will)  as  war  ensues, 
the  whole  strength  of  this  government,  the  I'.arrler  as  aforesaid  will  not  be  able 
to  resist  the  French  Joyn'd  with  ye  said  Indians,  who  may  with  ease  over  run  this 
Province  and  open  the  way  thereby  to  Virginia  and  Maryland  and  nil  other  his 

Majesty's  Governments  on  this  Continent. 

•  Signed*     David    Sehuylor. 

—  Col.  DOCH.   N.    Y.   Iv.  14-.   74S. 
Albany    17th    August,    17<"i. 

E  KAIII.  OF  BKLI.O- 


To  our  great  grief  wee  fln.le  our  trade  more  decayed  then  formerly  by  roamm 
of  the  French  and  their  Missionaries  dayly  deluding  and  debauching  of  our  IndlmiM 
of  ye  Five  Nations  from  us,  sometimes  causing  them  to  be  killed  by  the  fnrr 
Indians,  and  att  other  times  seducing  them  to  come  and  live  ntt  Canada  to  bo 
Instructed  In  the  Christian  faith,  and  where  these  two  pr.-valle  not.  they  rnliw 
factions  in  their  Castles  and  take  oft*  by  poy*on  those  that  cannot  be  »o«*  seduced 
and  deluded; 
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Wee  doe  likewise  humbly  request  your  Lordship  to  informe  his  Majesty  the 
absolute  necessity  of  having  good  Protestant  Ministers  here  to  instruct  the  Indians 
in  the  Christian  Faith,  else  wee  shall  be  deprived  of  all  the  Five  Nations,  which 
was  the  principall  barrier  that  had  hitherto  secured  these  parts,  who  will  goe  all 
over  to  the  French,  whereby  wee  doe  not  only  loose  the  benefitt  of  our  trade  and 
soe  many  warlike  Indians  to  assist  us  upon  occasion,  but  beget  soe  many  enemies 
in  their  room. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  752,  753,  754. 


Albany,  August  24th,  1700. 

(Signed  by  seventy  four  names.) 

CONFERENCE  OF  THE  EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

At  a  conference  held  at  Albany  the  20th  of  August  1700.—  (Col.  Docs.   N.  Y.   iv. 
727-746.) 


I  have  been  much  surprised  to  hear  what  artifices  the  French  of  Canada  have 
used  to  deceive  and  seduce  you  from  your  obedience  to  the  Great  King  my  master. 
I  have  been  advised  from  yourselves  and  the  Eastern  Indians  that  the  French 
Jesuits  have  endeavoured  to  perswade  you  and  them  that  the  King  my  master  had 
formed  a  design  to  destroy  and  extirpate  all  your  nations  and  that  by  all  the 
methods  imaginable,  that  is  to  say  by  disarming  you  that  you  may  become  a  prey 
to  the  Dowaganhaes  Twichtwichs  and  other  remote  nations  of  Indians  and  by 
poisoning  of  you;  and  I  have  been  told  that  the  Jesuits  have  warned  you  not  to 
come  hither  and  enter  into  conference  with  me,  assuring  you  that  I  should  meet 
you  with  a  great  armed  force  here  to  surprise  and  cut  you  off  and  that  where  that 
failed  I  should  give  you  poyson  .to  drinck  in  rum:  But  you  shall  find  a  treatment 
so  contrary  to  what  the  Jesuits  have  insinuated  to  you,  that  if  you  do  not  give 
up  your  reasons  to  those  ill  men,  they  will  forever  hereafter  passe  with  you  for 
the  greatest  lyars  and  imposters  in  the  world,  and  men  that  are  a  reproach  to 
Christianity;  and  when  you  are  acquainted  with  our  religion,  that  is,  the  Protestant 
Religion  you  will  find  it  is  grounded  on  principles  of  truth  and  righteousnesse  and 
not  on  lying  artifices  which  the  Jesuits  teach  and  practise. 

I  have  sent  to  England  for  Ministers  to  instruct  you  in  the  true  Christian 
Religion.  I  expect  some  very  soon  over;  for  the  present  I  shall  settle  Mr.  Vreeman 
an  able  good  Minister,  at  Schenectade,  who  I  intend  shall  be  one  of  those  that 
shall  be  appointed  to  instruct  you  in  the  true  faith.  lie  will  be  near  the  Mohacks 
and  in  your  way  as  you  come  from  severall  Castles  to  this  Town,  and  will  take 
pains  to  teach  you.  He  has  promised  me  to  apply  himself  with  all  diligence  to 
learn  your  language,  and  doubts  not  to  be  able  to  preach  to  you  therein  in  n 
years  time.  I  have  another  Minister,  a  learned  able  young  man  who  I  will  also 
settle  amongst  you  before  winter.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  quickly  perceive  the 
vast  difference  between  our  religion  and  that  which  the  Jesuits  corruptly  call  the 
Christian  Religion,  when  you  have  had  the  comfort  and  advantage  of  our  Ministers 
sound  doctrine,  and  I  hope  you  will,  when  you  are  convinced  of  the  truth  of  our 
religion,  encourage  those  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  (whom  the  French  Jesuits 
have  seduced  from  us)  to  return  to  their  obedience  to  the  great  King  our  Master; 


The  Sachems  of  the  Five  Nations. 


You  promised  us  a  Minister  that  there  should  bee  one  at  Schanegtade,  by  whom 
wee  might  bee  instructed  in  the  Christian  Faith,  as  we  come  to  trade  at  this  City, 
and  allso  that  another  able  young  man  should  come  from  Boston  and  teach  us; 
which  is  very  acceptable  and  joyfull  news  to  us  all  since  he  i.s  so  near  at  hand. 
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Wee  are  thanckfull  to  your  Kxcellency  that  you  will  cause  UK  to  be  Instructed  In 
the  Protestant  Religion;  we  were  tol.l  In  our  «.\vn  country  this  Spring  \>y  thow? 
three  (Jentlemen  viz..  Col.  Schuyler.  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Hanse.  whom  your 
Lordship  sent,  tiiat  we  should  have  Trot. -slant  Minister*  to  Instruct  us  and  a 
Kelt  was  given  upon  It,  which  we  accepted  of;  sine-  wh.-n  the  French  kuve  m>ut 
us  agents  from  Canada  vl/...  Monsr.  Maricour  ami  J.  Hruyas.  Superior  of  the 
Jesuits.  tcmling  us  |,y  a  Kelt.  Jesuils  to  Instruct  us  In  their  religion;  but  wee  told 
them  wee  had  accepted  of  your  Lordships  kind  prof.-r  of  Protestant  Ministers,  nrnl 
therefore  declined  and  refused  to  accept  of  their  Clergy  or  Jesuits  Into  our 
Country.  Now  wee  are  unanimously  resolved  nnd  come  to  this  conclusion  to 
adhere  lirmly  to  Corlaer  and  bee  instructed  In  the  Protestant  religion  which  Corlner 

and  his  peoples  professes.     The  French   have  t ften  deceived  us  by  their  doctrine 

nnd    wee   are   resolved    wee    will    be   deluded    no   more   by   them. 

Brother: 

You  advise  us  to  prevail  with  our  P.rethreii  who  have  been  enticed  away  to 
Canada  by  the  French  to  return  to  us;  but  wee  must  tell  you  it  is  not  altogether 
in  our  power;  the  (Jovernor  of  Canada  has  many  waves  to  draw  ami  keep  them; 
he  feeds  them  when  they  are  hungry  and  cloaths  them  when  they  are  naked:  for 
It  is  the  French  custome  to  clothe  all  those  that  are  baptized  and  received  Into 
their  Church.  This  wee  presume  is  a  great  Inducement  to  our  people  to  turn 
papists.  We<«  doubt  If  our  Hrother  Corlaer  would  put  the  King  of  Fngland  to  that 
charge.  However  though  wee  cannot  cope  with  him.  yet  If  our  Itrother  Corlaer 
will  lend  his  helping  hand,  then  wee  will  doe  our  utmost  endeavour  to  pcrswudc 
them  to  return  back  to  their  own  habitations. 

All  wee  of  the  Five  Nations  are  come  to  this  conclusion  to  have  a  Protestant 
Minister  In  Onondage  the  center  of  the  Five  Nations  as  soon  as  ever  your  Lord 
ship  pleases  to  send  one.  Wee  have  now  answered  to  what  Corlarr  premised  to  us 
yesterday,  and  have  no  more  to  say  now.  till  wee  hear  further  what  Corlaer  will 
he  pleased  to  say  to  us,  when  wee  shall  be  ready  to  make  our  reply. 

Whereupon  the  Karl  of  Ucllomont  told  them  that  he  would  propose  some  thing 
more  to  them  tomorrow  morning  about  nine  o'clock. 

A  little  while  after,  the  Speaker  Sadeganaktl  alias  Ac]Ueendero  stood  up  and 
said:  — 

Wee  have  forgot  something  which  is  of  moment,  viz..  to  pray  your  Lordship  to 
take  care  when  our  people  come  here  to  Albany,  that  they  may  be  Instructed  by 
the  Minister  In  the  Protestant  Religion  as  has  been  done  formerly:  Ml  that  good 
work  bee  continued  by  all  meanes,  that  wee  may  Joyn  together  In  de\ot|,,n  with 
our  P.rethren  at  Albany  who  are  of  the  true  reformed  religion,  which  Is  the  religion 
wee  best  approve  of,  as  being  built  upon  purer  principles  than  that  which  the 
Jesuits  teach,  wherein  wee  can  discern  a  great  deal  of  artifice  and  fraud. 

As  noon  as  the  Sachems  of  the  Five  Nations  had  made  an  end  of  their  discourse 
nnd  were  withdrawn,  the  Prot.-stant  Ma.|iiase  Indians  j.niyd  they  might  I..- 
admitted  to  speak  to  his  Lordship;  uhich  being  granted.  Henry,  the  Mtii|iitine. 
*<poke  as  follows:  - 

\Vee  have  been  mindfull  of  what  your  Lordship  propped  yesterday,  thnt  nil 
endeavours  ought  to  be  used  not  only  to  draw  our  people  from  Canada,  who  have 

1 n  seduced  by  the  Jesuits,  but  to  prevent  any  of  our  peoples  going  thither;  We,- 

are  now  come  to  a< -<|ualnt  your  Lordship  that  wee  have  prevailed  upon  Uritndi  nnd 
Jacob  and  three  more  of  our  people  that  were  designed  to  goe  and  ll\«-  nt  Canada. 
who  are  now  fully  resolved  to  slay  In  their  country.  I'pon  which  Itrnndt  tin- 
Ma. juase  stood  up  and  told  his  Lordship  that  he  was  satisfied  he  had  I u  In  tin- 
wrong  In  designing  to  g..e  and  live  at  Canada,  he  was  now  conduced  of  his  error, 
and  now  fully  resolved  to  stay  In  his  own  country  and  lyve  nnd  •  !>••  under  the 
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obedience  of   his   Majestic   of   England   and    lie    further   instructed    in   the    tr::e    Pro- 
testant  Religion. 

My  Lord  told  them,  that  lie  was  salisfyed  with  the  diligence  and  integrity  of 
Henry  and  the  rest  of  the  Protestant  Maquase  in  using  of  their  endeavours  to 
advise  Urandt  and  the  rest  of  their  P.rethren  against  tln-ir  removing  to  Canada, 
and  told  them  they  should  have  no  cause  to  repent  it.  for  his  Lordship  would  shew 
him  all  the  kindness  imaginable,  and  said  further  it  would  be  very  pleasing  to  his 
Lordship  to  see  them  united  and  live  like  loving  brethren  together. 

Robert     Livingston.     Secretary 

fii4-    the    Indian    Affaires. 

The  Third   Dayes  Conference. 

Albany   the   2-Sth   of   August   1700. 


All  that  you  have  this  day  proposed  to  us  wee  accept  of  and  will  stand  to  it, 
viz..  of  the  two  Ministers  that  are  to  be  at  Onondage:  it  is  very  acceptable  to 
us.  Wee  fear  that  Corlaer  will  not  eloath  tin-  Converts  as  the  (Jovernonr  of 
Canada  does,  for  when  our  Indians  goe  out  a  hunting  and  have  bad  luck,  taking 
nothing,  they  goe  to  Canada,  and  the  (Jovernour  cloaths  them:  by  which  meanes 
they  are  induced  to  turn  Papists  by  the  French  charity  and  caresses. 

Wee  desired  yesterday  that  there  may  be  a  Minister  established  here  as  well  as 
at  Schanegtade,  to  instruct  our  people  in  the  Protestant  religion,  as  it  lias  been 
formerly;  pray  let  that  not  be  forgotten,  for  wee  stay  longer  here  by  reason  of  our 
tradeing  then  at  Schanegtade,  which  wee  only  pass  by  transiently,  for  during  that 
time  our  people  may  be  instructed  in  the  Christian  faith.  'Tis  true  wee  will  be 
induc'd  to  stay  a  night  longer  now  at  Schanegtade  upon  the  score  of  being 
instructed  bv  the  Minister  there. 


To  that  My  Lord  answered:  lie  expected,  that  seeing  they  had  so  often  urged 
him  to  build  a  Fort  for  their  defence,  he  wondered  they  should  now  omit  to  speak 
particularly  to  that  point;  and  since  they  were  so  very  desirous  to  have  Ministers 
settled  in  Onondage  country,  he  must  be  so  plain  as  to  tell  them  that  he  found  it 
absolutely  impossible  to  engage  Ministers  to  go  and  live  there,  unless  there  were 
a  Fort  there  to  secure  them  from  the  French  and  their  Indians,  and  that  lie  was 
sure  that  for  all  the  Hevers  the  Five  Nations  should  take  in  a  year,  a  Minister 
would  not  be  prevailed  with  to  goe  and  live  in  that  open  country  to  the  hazard  of 
Ids  life. 

The  Fourth  Dayes  Conference. 

Albany  the  2Wh  of  August  IToo. 
Present, — -the  Gentlemen,    as  before. 

The  Earl  of  Hellomont  says  upon  the  reply  of  the  Five  Nations  yesterday  to  his 
Lordships  propositions  the  day  before,  as  follows: — 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  the  number  of  Indians  in  Cnnnda 
nnd  the  Five  Nations;  the  French  can  be  at  no  very  great  charge  to  eloath  their 
proselites;  yet  however  though  your  number  be  so  much  greater,  I  will  give  you 
all  reasonable  encouragement,  but  wit  hall  I  must  tell  you  though  it  is  the  Jesuits 
custoiwe  by  bribes  and  rewards  to  purchase  proselytes,  it  is  not  the  practice  or 
method  used  by  Protestants;  for  we  hold  that  those  only  an-  good  Christians  who 
profess  Christianity  out  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience  and  not  upon  the  score  of 
worldly  interest. 

In  answer  to  your  desire  of  a  Minister  here  in  Albany,  to  Instruct  yon  in  the 
Christian  religion,  I  am  not  only  willing  lint  glad  to  gratify  you  therein,  and  I 
will  engage  Mr.  Lydlus  the  Minister  of  this  town  to  take  paines  with  you  and 
learn  your  language  that  he  may  lie  the  better  able  to  serve  you  in  the  work  of 


OK   TIM:   STATI:  <»K    Xi.w    Y<>I;K.  1:)79 

1700 

the  gospell.  and  I  hope  In  a  little  time  to  have  the  I'.lble  translated  Into  your 
language  and  to  have  some  of  your  children  taught  t..  read,  so  that.  y,,ii  may  have 
the  comfort  and  edification  ,,f  <;,,,i-s  w.,r.l.  \\hh-h  I  am  sure  will  be  hugely  pica*- 
ing  to  you  when  your  children  are  aide  to  read  It  to  you.  X,,w  that  I  am  upon 
this  subject,  I  wish  you  would  send  two  or  three  Sacheins  ,,.,iins  out  of  each 
Nation  to  be  kept  at  School  at  New  York  where  I  will  take  care  to  ha\c  them 
taught  t.,  write  ami  ivad  both  Kngll-h  and  Indian,  and  they  -hall  be  w.-ll  c|,,athe,l 
and  dyeted  at  the  King's  charge  and  after  three  or  four  years  that  they  are 
perfect  in  their  writing  and  reading  they  shall  return  home  to  you  and  other 
boycs  shall  come  In  their  places;  by  \\hl.-li  n.eanes  you  will  always  have  those 
among  yon  that  will  understand  Knglish  and  will  be  serviceable  to  y,,u  upon  many 
occasions. 


Kohort    Livingston.    Secretary 

for    the    Indian    Affaires. 

Albany,    'J'.Mh  of   Au^'u-t    17m. 

At  a  [.rlvatf  r-onferen«-t>  whi.-h  the  Karl  of  I'.ellom.mt  had  with  two  of  the  prlm-l- 
[)al!  Sachems  of  each  of  the  Kive  Nations  <,f  Indians,  and  one  of  the  Protestant 
Maquase. 

You  yourselves  have  already  own'd  to  me  that  you  like  the  protestant  rellclor. 
better  than  the  Popish;  you  have  likewise  declared  your  aversion  and  dislike  to 
the  Jesuits  way  nnd  method  of  making  converts  hy  artltice  and  fraud:  you  will 

nlway«'s  he   troubled   by   them,   and   they    will   I ndea vmirliik'   to  allure  y.-n.   and    If 

tlu-y  fail  therein,  they  are  wicked  enough  to  destroy  you  by  poison.  Therefore 
your  best  way  to  be  rid  of  them  and  all  their  contrivances  Is  to  make  prisoners  of 
them  as  often  as  they  come  into  your  country,  and  brink'  them  to  me.  and  for  e\,-ry 
fluch  Popish  priest  and  Jesuit  which  yon  shall  hrlnjf  to  this  town  and  deliver  up 
to  the  MaKistrates,  you  shall  have  one  hundred  peeces  of  Klk-ht  pay'd  you  down  In 
ready  money,  as  a  reward.  Wee  have  a  law  In  this  Province  for  the  seining  and 
securing  all  Popish  Priests  and  Jesuits  ami  I  would  very  jchidly  put  that  law  In 
execution  against  those  disturbers  of  mankind,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  spednll 
cnre  to  comply  with  my  desire  herein  If  you  will  do  an  acceptable  ner\b-e  t..  the 
Kiritf  and  will  deserve  the  continuance  of  my  friendship. 

Robert    Livingston.   Secretary 

for    the    Indian    Affaire*. 

Albany  ,'Mth  of   August    IT'*!. 
Ilrothor  f'orlaer. 

Wee  are  now  come  to  answer  to  those  heads  your  Lordship  proponed  to  UN 
yesterday,  whlfh  are  of  great  moment  and  consequence,  and  that  concerning  the 
bringing  the  Jesuits  prisoners  hither  that  do  come  to  our  Country  Is  none  of  the 
lenst.  You  advise  us  to  make  peace  with  the  remote  Indians  and  to  draw  nnr 
own  Indians  bark  from  Canada,  and  at  the  same  time  to  bring  the  Jesuit*  that 
come  to  our  country,  prisoners  hither.  These  three  heads  do  not  well  comdnt  nnd 
agree  together;  therefore  wee  are  of  opinion  It  will  be  more  advlceable  flr*t  to 
eonclude  a  firm  peace  with  the  howaganhaes  and  other  remote  Indians  nnd  then 
see  to  draw  back  our  Indians  from  Canada  that  are  debauched  thither,  before  wee 
meddle  with  or  disturb  the  Jesuits;  for  there  are  several!  of  these  remote  Indian- 
viz.,  Stlaglgroone.*  Asslsaglgroone.t  Odsldanawe,  and  severall  other  Nations  t<>  the 

•Or  Kstlnghlcks.  which,  according  to  Coldeii.  was  the  Iro«juo|*  tuimc  for  the 
Sautenrs.  or  Indians  around  the  Kails  of  St.  Mary:  Itooiie.  meaning  simply.  "  men". 
bi-ini;  a  termination  used  by  the  lro<juolH  to  designate  Indians  of  the  Algoiikln 
family. 

t  AchsiRHghecks,   or  Mlssls.nguef. 
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number  of  sixteen,  that  have  already  agreed  to  come  and  live  among  us,  and  if 
they  do  hear  that  wee  commit  any  rudeness  to  the  French  Jesuits,  that  will  put 
a  stop  not  only  to  the  said  treaty,  but  exasperate  our  people  that  are  at  Canada, 
and  obstruct  their  coming  over  to  us.  Therefore  our  conclusion  Is,  first  to  wait 
the  said  fan*  or  remote  Indians  their  coming,  before  wee  put  that  in  execution 
which  your  Lordship  proposes  about  the  Jesuits;  but  if  any  Jesuit  or  Popish 
Priest  do  come  into  our  Country  before  the  treaty  with  the  remote  Indians  be  con 
cluded,  wee  will  send  them  back  and  forbid  them  to  come  into  our  Castles;  and 
what  wee  have  promised  your  Lordship  concerning  our  adherence  to  the  Protestant 
religion,  wee  stand  to  it  and  will  ever  abide  to  those  principles. —  Colden. 


THE  SIXTH  DAY'S  CONFERENCE.      ALBANY  THE  31sT  OF  AUGUST, 

1700. 

Present  —  As  before. 

His    Excellency   Richard    Earl    of   Bellomont's    Proposalls   to    the    Sachems    of    the 
Maquase,  Oneydes,  Onnondages,  Cajouges,  tind  Sinnekes. 

Brethren: — 

I  understand  some  of  the  French  that  are  among  the  remote  Nations  of  Indians 
would  willingly  come  and  trade  with  us  in  this  town,  but  that  they  are  appre 
hensive  you  will  not  give  them  free  passage  through  your  country;  but  I  hope  you 
will  encourage  their  coming  hither,  for  now  in  time  of  peace  it  is  but  reasonable 
they  should  have  the  liberty  of  trading  with  us.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between 
Frenchmen  that  come  among  us  purely  on  the  account  of  trade,  and  the  Popish 
Priests  and  Jesuits  that  come  to  deceive  and  delude  you  with  their  false  doctrines 
and  principles. 

I  would  be  .very  glad  to  know  upon  what  errand  or  message  it  was  that  Mr. 
Marricour  and  Monsr.  Bruyas  the  Jesuit  and  the  rest  of  the  French  camo  to  you 
lately  at  the  Onnoudages  Castle.  If  you  intend  to  keep  a  fair  correspondence  with 
mee  as  you  have  promised,  you  must  be  ingenuous  in  letting  mee  know  what 
propositions  they  made  to  you  then.  Therefore  I  expect  you  will  recollect  and  tell 
me  everything  that  they  say'd  to  you. 


And  now  Brethren  let  me  conjure  you  to  perform  all  the  promises  you  have 
made  of  an  inviolable  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the  King  our  Master  nnd  to  con 
tinue  in  a  steddy  affection  and  friendship  with  us  your  Brethren  and  fellow  sub 
jects.  You  cannot  give  the  King  a  surer  testimony  of  your  loyalty  to  him  then 
by  rejecting  all  manner  of  correspondence  witli  the  Popish  Priests  and  Jesuits 
and  by  utterly  refusing  to  suffer  them  to  come  into  your  country  upon  any  pre 
tence  whatsoever.  Upon  those  terrnes  I  doe  take  upon  mee  to  assure  you  of  the 
King's  fatherly  care  and  protection,  and  in  token  of  his  Majesty's  grace  and 
favour  to  you,  I  have  provided  a  present  which  I  give  you  In  his  Majesty's  name, 
viz., 

200  Fusees  200  Knives 

200  Baggs  of  powder  of  Gib.  a  peece          200  Shirts 

2000  Ib.   lead  40  Keggs  of  Rum  of  2  Gals.  Rum. 

2000  Flints  03  Hats 

100  Hatchets  3  Barrels  of  Pipes  with  Tobacco. 

This  Is  besides  2  ps.  of  Duffells  and  some  gunus,  shirts  and  hatts  given  to  the 
Sachems  when  they  went  home. 

Robert    Livingston,    Secretary 

for    the    Indian    Affaires. 
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Albany   31nt   of   August    17uu. 

The  Sachems  of  tlu>  Five  Nations,  the  Miuimine.  Oncyden  Onnondage*.  C'ajoujcm 
and  Sinnekes  came  to  his  Kxcellency  the  Karl  of  Bellomont  and  made  the  follow 
ing  answer  to  his  Lordshlpps  Propositions  made  to  them  In  tin-  forenoon. 

Sadekanaktie  Speaker:  — 
Brother  Corlner. 


God    Almighty    hath    been    pleased    to    erente    us,    and    the    Sun    hath    nhlm-d    loi»ic 
upon  us,  and  wee  have  lived  many  years  In  peace  and  union  together,  and  we  hope 

by  your  instruction  to  bee  taught  to  bee  g 1  Christians,  and  dye  In  the  Christian 

faith;  let  us  therefore  goe  hand  in  hand  and  support  one  anothi-r.  Wee  were  here 
before  you  and  were  a  strong  and  numerous  people  when  you  were  but  «mall  and 
young  like  striplings,  yet  wee  were  kind  and  cherished  you.  and  therefore  when 
wee  propose  any  thing  to  you,  if  you  cannot  agree  to  It.  let  us  tnke  Coun<-ill  together 
that  matters  may  be  carry'd  on  Mn<>o;h.  and  that  what  we  may  Huy  may  not  be 
taken  amiss,  and  when  wee  are  to  be  instrueted  in  the  Protestant  Ucllglon.  pruy 
let  not  such  severities  be  used  as  the  Jesuits  do  In  Canada,  who  whip  their 
Proselytes  with  an  iron  chain,  cut  the  wi. men's  hair  off,  put  the  men  In  prison, 
and  when  the  men  commit  any  till  by  sin,  the  Priest  takes  his  opportunity  and 
beats  them  when  they  are  asleep.  Now  as  a  token  wee  accept  of  being  Instructed 
in  the  Protestant  Religion,  Wee  give  nine  Bever  Skins. 


Wee  desire  that  a  Smith  may  come  and  live  at  Onnoudagc  when  the  Ministers 
come;  wee  have  not  heard  anything  of  that;  pray  let  not  this  be  forgotten.  Wee 
give  nine  Bevers. 


Wee  shall   now   according   to   your    Lordship's  order  acquaint   y..u    with    wtia 
Jesuit   Bruyau   hath   say'd   to   the   Saehems  of   the   Five   Nations   at    Onnoiidage   thin 
Summer,    viz., 

1.   That   ho   was   glad   to   see   them,    and    th:it   some  of  them    were   to   Canada    not 
withstanding    Corlaer's    strict    prohibition    and    that    he    was    sorry    for    the    los*   of 
their  people  that   were  killed   by   the   remote   Indians,   condol'd   their   |. 
of  the  blood,  and  gave  a   Belt   of  Wampum. 

'2.  That  the  ketle  of  warn  that   had  boyl'd  so  l,,ng.   which   would  have  nrald« 
consumed   all    the    Five    Nations    was    n..\v    overset    and    turned    upside   down    and    * 
firm  peace  made. 

3.  He  planted   the  Tree  of   Peace  and   welfare  at   Onnondnge. 

4.  . 


•  ;.    He  proposed   to  come  and   live  at   Onnondage  and   Instruct 
Faith,    and    would   banish   all    slrkuess   plact.es   and    distempers   out    of   our   c 
if  wee  would  accept  of  him:   and  gave  us  a   Belt. 

But   thlH  Belt   was  not  accepted   by   us,    for   wee   told   him   that    , 
a   Belt   from  Corlaer  sent   us  this  Spring  by  C,,l.   Sdn.yler.    Mr.    I 
Hansen,    to   be   Instructed   by   *u.-h    Mli.l-ter*   as   he   would    send,    which    II 
given    first,    had    the    preference;    and    I  M-kanlssure.    one 
further  that  wee  had  once  been  deceived   by   the  J.-M.H   nnd  hi*  doctrine; 
wee  were  entred  nnd  learning  the  Christian   i:,-llKl-n.  the  Fret,-- 
us   in    ill.-   head. 

7.   That    the   Jesuit    had   a    B-!t    of    Wampum    from    the    Itondax    Ii 
two  of  their   Indians   that    were  prisoners  at   nnnomlaffc.   and   carryed   one   „ 

°a 


added    further    .hat    the    Jesuit 


rejected,    whereby    he   prop 


d   to  come   nnd    live  at   Onnondnge   nnd   In-tru. 
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In  his  religion,  that  if  he  had  known  that  Corlaer  the  Governor  of  New  York  hart 
sent  a  Kelt  for  that  purpose  that  Ministers  should  couie  there  to  instruct  them, 
he  would  not  have  proposed  it  to  them. 


They  further  stated  that  Bruyas  the  Jesuit  say'd  it  is  as  if  Corlaer  the  Governor 
of  New  York  would  have  warr  again  by  hindering  you  to  come  and  correspond  and 
trade  with  us. 


Albany    the   .'!lst   of   August,    17uu. 

While  the  Sachems  of  the  Five  Nations  were  making  their  proposals  to  the  E^rl  of 
Bellonaont: — 

Henry,  one  of  the  Maquase  Protestant  Indians  stood  up  and  say'd:  Wee  com- 
playn'd  to  your  Lordship  two  yeares  ago  in  the  name  of  the  Five  Nations  that  our 
land  was  taken  from  us  by  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  Capt.  Evert  Banker,  Major  Dirk 
Wessells  and  one  William  Pinhorue  at  New  York  and  Mr.  Dellius  the  late  Minister 
of  Albany;  whereupon  your  Lordship  promised  yon  would  write  about  it  home  to 
the  King,  and  wee  have  accordingly  found  the  good  effects  of  it  and  have  our 
land  again.  Mr.  Hendrick  Hansen  came  last  year  to  our  country  and  told  us 
from  your  Lordship  that  the  Patent  that  those  five  persons  had  obtained  for  our 
land,  was  vacated  and  broke,  and  that  wee  should  keep  possess  and  enjoy  our  land 
for  us  and  our  heires  forever,  if  there  were  but  two  of  us  alive  wee  should  not 
bee  turned  out,  nether  would  it  bee  taken  from  us,  and  wee  were  told  to  acquaint 
all  the  rest  of  the  Five  Nations  herewith;  which  wee  accordingly  did  and  for  an 
acknowledgement  of  our  gratitude  to  your  Lordship  wee  give  nine  Hovers. 

Wre  doe  again  thank  your  Lordship  in  behalf  of  the  Five  Nations  for  your 
fatherly  care  in  restoring  our  land  to  us  again,  and  wee  doe  pray  that  the  Great 
King  of  England  may  protect  us  from  any  hazard  that  may  befall  us.  Wee  give 
nine  P.evers. 

Robert    Livingston.    Secretary 

for   the    Indian   Affaires. 


PROPOSALS  MADE  uv  THE  RIVEU  INDIANS  TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOR 
ABLE  RICHARD  EARL  OK  BELLOMONT,  AUGUST  31,  1700. 

Present  —  As  at    the   First    Dayes   Conference. 

Soquans  Speaker  said: — Wee  are  glad  to  see  you  and  your  lady  here;  'tis  now 
about  two  yeares  ago  since  wee  first  see  you.  The  sunn  of  peace  shin'd  then  and 
BO  it  does  still.  Wee  give  Beaver  and  an  otter  to  welcome  our  Father  and  Mother 
to  this  place. 

•_'.  In  the  times  of  old  there  were  not  any  Christians  on  this  river  and  the  first 
Christians  that  came  settled  upon  Ronsolaer's  ys  land  whom  wee  loved  as  soon 
as  wee  see  them,  and  received  them  as  Brethren,  with  whom  wee  made  a  strict 
allyance  and  a  Covenant  Chain  which  lias  been  kept  nlwayes  inviolable  ever  since, 
and  this  chain  wee  are  now  come  to  renew,  and  wee  are  resolved  to  live  and  dye 
here  in  this  government,  and  do  pray  that  our  Father  will  support  and  protect  us. 
Wee  give  three  Bevers. 

o.  It  is  now  six  and  twenty  yeares  ago  since  wee  were  allmost  dead  when  wee 
left  New  England  and  were  tlrst  received  into  this  government;  then  it  was  that 
a  Tree  was  planted  at  Schakkook  whose  branches  is  spread  that  there  is  a  com 
fortable  shade  under  the  leaves  of  it:  Wee  are  unanimously  resolved  to  live  and 
dye  under  the  shadow  of  that  Tree  and  pray  our  Father  to  nourish  and  have  a 
favourable  aspect  towards  that  Tree, 
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Hi-    K.\<  KI.I.KNCY   TIII-:    MAIM.  01     !  II.I.I.ONK  .\  r'>    A  \>  wi-.i:    i«»  Tin. 

IIlVF.K     I.VIUANS,    Al.ItANY    Till      .",  U  |     ,,|      AF«,F-T     17«»<». 

Children.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  expressions.  |: 
yourselves  \>y  Suequnns  your  Saehem.  I  hope  I  -li;ill  a 
ninl  tin'  n-st  of  the  Kind's  Indian  snbjeets  so  as  that  v. 

that    the   Ilnirllsh   la\ves  and   irovernnient    are  the  Lest    In   the   \\..rld   and    \«.n    i: 
snr.-  I    will  doe  everything  to  maintain  the  Covenant   Chain   tirm  and  -tedTa-l.      |   am 
pl:id  yon   are  so  near  as  Sehakkook   and   should    be   very   yhnl  you    would   ln\lt<-    \«-ur 
friends   the    IVnnekoke   and    Fasiern    Indians    to   eome   and    settle    ulih    y.,ii    there; 

What    you    have    say'd    to    mee    I    take    kindly,    but    I    am    sorry    you    ha\e    not    th«» 

suiue  jruod  disposition  that   the  Five  Nations  have  expressed  of  In idiik'   Protestants 

nnd  In-Ill^  instrneted  in  the  true  Christian  Faith:  whl.-h  would  be  Iniinltely  more 
pleasing  to  mee  than  all  the  r,.mpleinen!s  you  ean  possllily  use  to  nn-;  If  you 
Intend  to  c.,nvince  mee  of  your  affeetlon  ami  duty  to  the  Kin;:,  you  must  resolve 
to  renoiui'-e  all  sort  of  eorres-p,,ndenee  with  Canada  and  neither  t.e  lust  ru<-ti-.|  |,y 
the  Jesuits  or  other  Popish  Missionaries  in  their  religion,  nc.r  earry  ..n  nny  trade 
with  the  Frem-h  of  Canada  or  their  In. Hans;  ami  when  e\er  I  hear  that  \oii  ^o  to 
(.'iiiinda  upon  the  acroiint  of  trade,  you  must  m-\er  r.-.-Kon  upon  m,-,-  a*  your  loving 
Father,  nor  shall  I  esteem  you  my  dutifull  Children. 

To  eoneltide   the   Kliitf  our  K'reat    Master  does   liy    nu-e    make   y.iii   a    present    eo,uall 
with   the  rest   of  his  snltjeets  ,,f  eaeh   of  the  the   Nations.    \|/... 

Forty    Ciiims.    forty    I'.a^s  of  powd.-r  of  >ix    , ,,ds   ea.-h.    f.nir   linndr.-.l   |...iiiid>  of 

lead,  five  hundred  Flints,  twenty  Hatehets.  forty  Knives,  ei^-lit  Ka«-s  ,,f  Kum.  f-rty 
Shirts,  twenty  pounds  of  T.d.aeeo,  one  Cask  of  Pii-es.  on,-  do/en  Halts. 

Robert    I.hlnk'ston.    Si-r.-t.-iry 

for   the    Indian    Affaires. 

Albany    the    Ith    ,,f   September,    17<«'. 

The  Propositions  made  by  some  of  the  Five  Nations  t,,  the  Commissioners  ,,f  tin- 
Indian  Affaires,  the  third  of  July  lasi.  belnu  read  before  the  Marl  of  |lelloin..i>t. 
relating  to  «  He|t  sent  by  the  Canada  Praying  Indians  of  Caehaiiinik'e  to  the  Five 
Nations;  and  some  diseouise  the  Governor  of  Canada  had  with  snld  Indians;  MH 
by  said  Proi'ositions,  n-lal  l»n  l.i-lny  thereunto  ha. I  more  at  l:.rk-e  appears.  His 
Lordship  thought  tit  to  ^Ive  the  follow  ln>:  answer  to  the  Sa. •In-m-  of  tin-  nnmm- 
•  lilies  and  Slnnekes,  the  rest  l.i-ini:  cone  home:  v  I/.. 
Brethren.  I'poii  your  produ.-in^  the  I'.elt  ,.f  Wampum  sent  to  the  Five  Nations 

by    the    Frem-h    Praying'    Indians   of    Ca.-hanuaxe.    and    your   ovv  idni:    to    me.-    that    the 

said    Praying    Indians   .b-sired    I    mk'hl    not    know    of    their    said    messjik'--    and    Melt.    1 

perceive    plainly    the    message    was   only    In    amuse    and    .leeelve    \ 

preteliee    and     shew     of    II     frielidl.V     Tespo  ml  e||.'e     between     the    -aid     PravlllC     Illdlatin 

and  the  Five  Nations  the  Jesuits  and  other  emissaries  ,,r  .-ri-Hiiir.-  of  the  ii..vi-rn<>r 
of  Canada  mluht  have  the  beti.-i  opportunity  of  s,.,lu,-liik'  you  from  v.,ur  ..b,M||,-ne.' 
to  the  Kin-  our  Master:  and  whereas  you  have  eommunbate.l  to  mee  the  de-dr«« 
of  those  Praying  Indians  that  their  I'.elt  may  bee  kept  In  the  IMIII,,II<|IIKI-»  Cantle 
In  token  of  the  k'ood  eorrespondenee  they  Intend.-.!  wlih  the  Five  Nnll..n»  I  thank 
you  for  your  sln.-ere  dealing  and  dls.overv  thereof,  and  -In.-.-  >..,.  have  I n  NO 

JUSt     to    mee    to    tflve    inee     Up     that      I'.'-lt     so    s,-Ilt     >oi|     bv      'lie     PravlliK'     IlldlllliH.     I     .Jo     III 

the  room  thereof  deliver  you  a  I'.elt  whb-h  I  denlre  mav  k'o.-  a-  a  f..ki-n  of  my 
friendship  to  the  Five  Nations  and  mav  be  kept  In  the  om.ondat;.--  rantle  In  lU-vv 
«.f  the  other  Melt. 
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Brethren.  You  are  to  understand  that  the  Belt  I  now  give  you  is  to  be  a  pledge 
between  us  of  ruutuall  friendship,  and  to  be  a  caution  to  you  not  to  hearken  to  any 
propositions  whatsoever  that  comes  from  Canada  without  my  consent  first  had 

The   Sachems  answered: — 

That  they  were  of  opinion  it  would  be  requisite  for  them  to  send  an  answer  to 
the  Canada  Praying  Indians,  since  by  that  Belt  they  sent  to  them,  they  It-em  to 
insinuate  the  keeping  firm  the  Peace  made  by  the  two  Kings  in  Europe. 

To  which  His  Lordship  reply'd: — 

That  he  thought  their  best  way  would  be  to  answer  the  message  of  the  Praying 
Indians,  but  then  advised  their  said  answer  shouTd  appear  after  this  manner,  viz. 
That  they  did  desire  the  Peace  between  the  two  Crowns  might  be  observed  between 
those  that  sent  the  Belt  and  the  Five  Nations,  but  that  they  would  never  carry  on 
any  negociation  with  them  or  any  other  persons  whatsoever  without  the  privity 
and  good  liking  of  the  Great  King  of  England's  Governor  of  New  York,  for  that 
they  are  resolved  to  adhere  firmly  to  their  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  Great 
King  of  England. 

To  this  the  said  Sachems  agreed  and  say'd  the  Interpreter  should  be  present  when 
they  gave  their  answer  to  the  Canada  Indians,  and  His  Lordship  ordered  the 
Interpreter  Laurence  to  be  present  accordingly. 

Robert  Livingston,  Secretary 

for  the   Indian   Affaires. 
—  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  727-74(5. 


CORRESPONDENCE  IN  AMERICA. 

The  Revs.  Selyns  and  Du  Bois  to  the  Consistory  of  Schenectady, 
September  4,  1700.  Portfolio  "  Xew  York  ",  Vol.  I.  To  the 
Overseers  of  the  Church,  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Schenectady, 
Constituting  the  present  ruling  Consistory  of  said  Church : 

Worthy  Friends  and  Brethren : —  AA7e  are  very  well  acquainted 
with  all  that  can  be  said  in  regard  to  the  arrival  of  Revs.  Lydius 
and  Freerman ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  we  have  a  clear  view 
of  the  rights  (righteousness)  in  that  whole  case.  We  are  greatly 
rejoiced,  therefore,  that  things  have  been  directed  as  they  have, 
if  they  are  in  harmony  with  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  God's 
Church,  and  of  good  order. 

As  to  the  call  you  have  made  on  the  Rev.  Freerman,  we  perceive 
nothing  else  than  that  you  have  done  it  with  a  good  and  pious 
object  in  view.  We  wish  you  all  manner  of  prosperity  therewith, 
and  hope  that  the  Rev.  Freerman  may  be  for  many  years  a  faith 
ful  pastor  and  teacher  to  your  church ;  one  who  will  enlighten 
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your  congregation  by  doctrine  and  life,  and  build  you  uj>  in  the 
knowledge  uf  the  truth  which  is  unto  salvation;  urging  vou  to 
virtue  and  holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord. 

]>ut  considering  that  we  are  all  preachers  sent  out  hv  the  Con 
sistory  and  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  are,  therefore,  incmhers  of 
that  same  Chii-sis,  and  must  on  that  account  recogni/.e  that  llev. 
Assembly  as  our  competent  Judge,  and  to  which  we  are  bound  to 
refer  all  our  church  differences;  therefore  we  can  recognize  no  one 
as  belonging  to  this  Corporation,  (tins  liody  of  Ministers  in  Amer 
ica)  except  such  as  also  recognize  the  same  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
as  that  Body  to  which  all  our  ecclesiastical  disputes  must  be  re 
ferred.  For  example,  as  serving  for  your  own  warning,  in  case 
some  dispute  should  arise,  which  may  (lod  forbid,  l>etween  you 
and  your  pastor;  and  you  should  wi.-h  to  choose  us  as  arbitrators 
in  the  case;  the  llev.  Freerman  would  be  able  to  say  with  the 
greatest  justice, —  1  do  not  belong  to  that  Cla>sis  of  Amsterdam 
to  which  those  ministers  belong;  but  the  Classis  of  Lingen  is  the 
one  which  can  alone  act  on  my  case. 

Wo  are,  indeed,  willing  to  recognize  llev.  Freerman  as  an  ortho 
dox  minister,  who  belongs  ( In-langt  )  to  the  Classis  of  Lingen. 
Hut  if  he,  hereafter,  is  willing  to  consider  the  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam 
with  us,  as  the  one  on  which,  in  certain  respects,  we  are  alone 
dependent,  and  as  the  body  to  which  we  and  himn-lf  belong  (be- 
hoort)  ;  this  would  serve  as  a  great  In.nd  of  unity  for  all  the  Dutch 
Churches  in  these  far  oiT  countries  of  America  ;  although  the  entire 
Church  of  (Jod  on  earth  constitutes  but  one  Church. 
Dear  Friends  and  Hrethren, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  friends, 

llenricu-  Selyns 
(Jualtherius  dti  Hois. 

September  -1,  1700. 
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CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America.  The  Revs.  Selyns  and  Du  Bois 
to  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  September  ?  1700. 
Portfolio  Xew  York,  Vol.  I.  Extracts,  xxi.  420. 

Reverend,  Pious,  Highly  Learned  Sirs  and  Brethren : —  From 
your  lines  of  March  29,  1700,  we  received  information  that 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  at  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Consistory 
of  Xew  Albany,  had  regularly  called  Rev.  (John)  Lydius  to  that 
field,  and  that  he  was  a  capable  and  pious  minister ;  but  that,  not 
withstanding  this,  Mr.  Bancker  had  tried  to  foist  upon  them  a 
certain  (Bernardus)  Freerman,  and  had,  to  such  a  degree  as  you 
informed  us,  succeeded  in  his  undertaking.  You  also  represented 
to  us  the  danger  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  admonished  us  to  do 
our  duty  in  the  premises. 

As  soon  as  we  heard  of  these  irregularities  of  Mr.  Bancker  we 
admonished  him  therefor,  but  not  with  such  immediate  results  as 
we  could  have  wished.  For  not  only  this  city,  but  pretty  nearly  the 
whole  country  beside  is  full  of  disputes;  on  that  account  feelings 
are  divided.  There  was  therefore  a  rumor  here,  that  besides  the 
request  (of  the  church  of  Xew  Albany)  to  the  Classis,  (for  a 
pastor)  a  private  order  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Bancker  positively  to 
see  to  it,  that  Rev.  Freerman  was  called.  It  was  for  this  reason, 
that  when  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  was  read  in  our  Consistory, 
and  it  \v;is  asked  whether  the  members  did  not  consider  the  calling 
of  Rev.  (John)  Lydius  regular;  and  on  the  other  hand  whether 
they  did  not  condemn  the  call  of  Freerman  as  irregular:  it  was 
answered  by  the  majority,  that  there  was  no  objection  to  what  had 
been  d'-ne  by  the  Rev.  Classis  ;  but  neither  did  they  wish  to  declare 
the  calling  of  Rev.  Freernian  irregular;  because  they  did  not  know 
nn\  thing  of  those  orders  sent  to  .Mr.  Bancker;  that  tiny  were, 
indeed,  always  inclined  to  show  all  due  respect  to  the  Rev.  Classis; 
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l>ut  that  the  Church  of  Albany  had  not  recogni/ed  u>  (the  Church 
of  New  York)  in  this  call,  (by  asking  o\ir  opinion)  as  all  the  other 
churches  in  tho  land  were  accustomed  to  <lu  in  .-neb  matter>;  ami 
as  had  been  done  even  by  themselves,  in  regard  to  Albany,  in  tho 
calling  of  Ri'V.  tin  Kois:  that  therefore  their  declaration  ,.f  the 
regularity  or  irregularity  of  this  call  would  help  nothing;  but  «>n 
the  contrary  might  occasion  more  ditlicultv.  Therefore  it  was 
judged  advisable  to  give  no  declaration  on  the  subject.  It.  was 
thought  proper,  however,  that  each  one  in  hi*  private  capacity, 
should  seek  so  to  influence  his  aequaintcnees  at  New  Albanv,  that 
matters  might  be  satisfactorily  arranged  with  the  Claris;  and 
that  the  Kev.  Freerman  might  al-o  he  helped  in  an\  wav  possible. 
For  surely,  to  send  him  hack  could  not  he  approved  of,  when  there 
was  so  great  need  of  ministers  hen-.  Such  a  course  would  cause, 
much  complaint  from  tho.-e  who  were  informed  about  the  situation 
here;  indeed  those  would  never  permit  such  a  thing  t»  be  done. 

^Meanwhile  it  had  been  agreed  upon  by  Kev.  Srlyn-  and  my.-elf. 
since  both  the  miiii^teis  were  sure  to  come  over,  that  the  tir>t  who 
should  land,  which  ever  it  nii^lit  be.  should  be  entertained  at  the 
house  of  Kev.  Selyns  ;  and  tin-  other  should  .-lay  wilh  me,  i  du 
Bois.) 

Furthermore,  we  have  -ought,  to  induce  all  parties  to  coine  to 
this  point,  that  the  re-t  and  peace  of  ihe  church  -h«.nld  U-  pre 
served,  and  that  the  liev.  Clas-i-  should  not  be  injun-d  in  its 
ditruitv  and  the  respect  due  unt<>  it.  In  due  time  both  the  minis 
ters  went  to  Albanv,  whither  Mr.  Nnc.-lla,  on  the  receipt  of  tin- 
letter  of  the  Kev.  Classis,  repaired  also,  and  did  his 
of  Kev.  Lvdius,  who  was  received  immediately  a-  their  lawful 
minist.er,  and  took  j.o-se^i'.n  of  his  ojlice.  K.  v.  Fr«-ernian  wa- 
called  to  Schenectady,  uhi<-ii  <-hurch  gave  n-  information  tin-re., f. 
Our  reply  to  their  re^iu-i  f.-r  our  approval,  we  deem  expedient 
to  communicate  to  you,  a-  we  herewith  do.  With  this  we  hop" 
you  will  be  pleased.  The  Kev.  ( 'lassis  will,  no  d-ubt,  receive  fuller 
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information  of  everything,  both  from  Rev.  Lydius  and  from  Rev. 
Xucella.  As  to  the  condition  of  our  church,  it  is,  God  be  praised, 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  We  hope  that  the  still  lingering  dis 
sensions  will  gradually  fade  away,  and  finally  disappear  altogether. 
Thereunto,  may  the  Almighty  grant  his  blessing.  May  lie  ever 
bind  us  together  more  closely  in  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love.  As  in 
all  these  things  we  erfdeavor  to  please  you ;  so  we  request  that  you 
will  not  refuse  us  your  correspondence  in  the  future.  We  com 
mend  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word  of  his  grace ;  while  we  remain, 
Reverend,  Pious  and  Highly  Learned  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren  in  Jesus  Christ, 
Ilenricus  Selyns,  Minister  Neo 

Eboracensis. 
Gualtherus  du  Bois,  ~Neo.  Ebor.  Eccles. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  or  AMSTERDAM. 
Letter  of  Bellomont. 

1700,  Sept.  Gth. 

Regarding  the  letter  of  Mylord  Bellomont,  nothing  else  has  been 
received,  and  it  remains  accordingly  in  statu.  viii.  329 ;  xix. 
258. 

Correspondence  from  America.  The  Consistory  of  Albany  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  September  9,  1700.  Portfolio,  "  Xew 
York  ",  Vol.  I.  Extracts,  xxi.  422. 

Albany  September  9,  1700. 

Reverend,  Pious,  Highly  Learned  Sirs,  and  Brethren  in  Christ: 

-Your  letters  of  March  29,  1700  were  received.     Erom  these 

we  perceived  your  call  of  Rev.  John  Lydius  to  the  ministry  of  our 

church.     He  arrived  on  July  20,  ult.     His  call  having  been  shown 

to  us,  he  was  accepted  by  us,  and  duly  installed.     We  found  him 
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to  be  dignified  in  purpose,  and  to  possess  excellent  preaching  gifts. 
These  were  to  the  coini)lrte  sati>faetion  of  the  congregation. 

We  received  also  private  letters  from  Mr.  William  Kaneker.  He 
had  also  caused  the  Kev.  Classic  of  Linden  to  appoint,  on  March 
IGth.  the  Rev.  (Bernardus)  Frccrman  for  our  church.  He  arrived 
here  at  the  same  time  with  Kev.  Lydius.  Hut  we  were  not  con 
vinced  (of  the  regularity  of  that,  call)  and  found  no  reason  to 
acknowledge  it.  "Hut  inasmuch  as  both  had  come  over,  several 
members  of  the  church  would  have  liked  to  have  had  Kov.  Freer- 
man  also  settle  here,  but  both  could  not  be  supported  by  us.  It 
then  pleased  the  Allwise  God  to  induce  the  Consistory  of  a  certain 
villaire,  Schenectadv,  five  (Dutch)  miles  from  here  to  call  him. 
Thev  had  lost  their  pastor,  (Tesschenmacker),  at  the  beginning 
of  the,  last  war.  That  congregation  happily  came  to  an  agreement 
with  Kev.  Freerman  alxmt  his  mini-try  and  salary,  which  wa* 
greatly  to  our  peace. 

We  cannot  do  otherwise  than  by  these  presents  most  heartily  to 
thank  you  for  sending  us  Kev.  Lydius,  and  we  bind  ourselves  to 
show  him  all  esteem. 

Finally,  wo  entreat  you,  in  case  there  should  be  any  filing 
about  this  affair,  that  it  may  ho  passed  over  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly 
love,  even  as  wo  ourselves  have  done  regarding  it.  For  we  bear 
in  mind  that  this  Mr.  Hancker  is  not  only  a  native  of  our  place 
and  a  member  of  our  church,  but  that  he 

most  excellent  family  connections.     And  especially  do  we  reinombr- 
tho  recent  dissensions   which   have  existed   here  —  may  (iod    im 
prove  our  conditions;  — while  we  also  refer  you  to   Mr.    Pelliu- 
(at  Antwerp)   and  to  Mr.   (van)   S.-haick,  whom  you  well 
and  who  can  give  you  all  necosary   information  aUmt  these  cir 
cumstances.     By  such  a  course  we  arc  sure  wo  shall  attain  to  a 
greater  degree  of  love  and  unity  in  our  congregation.     We  desire 
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to  remain  in  closest  bonds  of  brotherly  friendship  with  you,  and 
also  ever  to  enjoy  your  further  correspondence. 

Reverend  and  godly  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Your   submissive   and   very   obedient  servants,   the 
Elders   and  Deacons  of  the   Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  Albany, 

Peter  Schuyler, 
Jacob  Sehonnan, 
Anthony  van  Schaick, 
John  Cuyler, 
William  Groesbeck, 
JIaerpart  Jacobs,*  Clerk. 

ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Bellomont. 

1700,  Oct.  4th. 

Touching  the  letter  of  My  lord  Bellomont,  it  was  resolved,  before 
answering  the  same,  to  hear  Rev.  Dellius;  especially,  in  reference 
to  what  he  had  to  adduce  respecting  the  accusations  against  him. 
This  was  rcommended  to  the  Deputies  ad  res  Maritimas.  viii. 
332;  xix.  25S. 

Rev.   Vas. 

1700,  Oct.  4th. 

Rev.  Petrus  Vas  renews  his  former  request  (to  be  sent)  to  the 
East  Indian  Churches.  His  request  was  granted,  viii.  332. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COUXCIL  or'  TRADE  ox  BELLOMONT'S  PROPOSALS. 

1700,    Oct.    4. 

His  Lordship  offors.  that  some  minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  be  sent  to 
live  among  our  Indians,  to  instruct  them  in  Christianity  and  to  prevent  their  being 
practised  upon  by  the  French  Priests  and  Jesuits. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  7O2. 

Concerning  ministers  to  instruct  our  Indians,  and  prevent  their  being  practiced 
upon  by  the  French,  We  humbly  conceive  that  if  a  fund  can  be  found  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  ministers,  they  may  be  of  very  great  use  and  service,  as  well 
for  the  propagation  of  the  Reformed  religion,  as  of  improving  the  civil  interest  of 
England. —  Col.  Docs.  X.  Y.  iv.  707. 

•  This  was  the  Deacon  in  whose  yacht  Lydius  and  Froermau  sailed  together  to 
Albany. 
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CLASS  is  oj-  AMSTKHPAM. 

Acts  <if  the   Deputies  and   their  ( 'orre-pondenei-.      The  < 'la--i-  of 
Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Godefridiiii   IMlius.  Octohrr  ."..   17"<). 

Reverend  Sir  and  Brother:  — 

At  our  meeting  of_  Classis  held  yesterday,  it  wa-  thought  proper 
to  hand  to  you  the  accusations  of  Lord  Helloinont,  with  the  ex 
pectation  tliat,  as  soon  as  possihle.  yon  will  let  our  A— emKly  have 
vour  replies  thereto;  for  our  rejdv  to  his  Lordship's  letter  await> 
now  onlv  this,  that  our  Asseinhly  -hould  have  seen  and  considered 
vour  answer.  ('olleairue  van  ()o-trum  telU  me  that  you  luivo 
read  and  copied  the  letter  from  Lord  IJellomont,  -o  that,  in  ca-e 
your  defense  were  asked  for,  you  miirlit  ha\'e  it  ready  the  MM.m-r. 
Our  Assemhlv  therefore  sliall  look  fi»r  it  very  MM.M.  M«-au while 
commending  you  t^)  (Jo<l  and  the  \\ord  of  hi-  (iraer. 

In  the  name  of  the   Ilev.  (  'la  —  i-  of  Ani-terdani, 

L.    /eeii'er-,    Y.    I  >.    M..   depntatoriini    ad    r«- 
Maritinia-.  praescs. 

Amsterdam, 
Octoln-r  5,  1700. 

COUNCIL  JontXAL.    Parish  of  Kastchester.    1  TOO,  <M.  Hi.    ll.-ll.. 
inont,  (iovernor.     An  act  for  deehtrinir  the  town  of  Kastcliestcr,  in 
the  county  «.f  \Votehe.-t4-r,  a  di-iiin-t  pari-li  fn-in  the  town  ..f  \V«-l 
Chester,  in  the  county  afore-aid,       wa-  -ent  to  the  (  '..uneil  for  their 
concurrence.     ( 'oiincil  .loiirnal,    !.'•!.     ( 'oiniiiitted,  1.".  1.      Kej-.rted 
askinir  the  (Jov(-rnor  to  insperi  h  i-  coinnii  —  i«-n  and  in-t  met  I..M<. 
see   if  nothing  therein    mentioned    i-   an    infringement    ot    the   pre 
rogative   royal.    (Octoher   iM),    \'»'2.      Amended.    |.a,-«-.l.   and    M-nt 
hack  to  AsH-nil)ly,    l.M:   (tin-  |>ri;i<-ipal  am<-ndment   wa-  the  in-.-r- 
tion    <»f    the   wonl    "orthodox"    l*-tWr    "  I'r.»t«>t:int  " 
line.)      Passed  hy  Asseinhly  and  -ent  hack  to  Council.  n,-l..|,,.r  :'.<>. 
p.    I.".."..      Knacted,   XovemU-r  L'.    17<>(I.  p.    i:..' 
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BELLOMOXT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

1700,    Oct.    17. 

Several!  Bills  were  offered  me  and  the  Council  by  the  Representatives  for  our 
passing;  but  some  we  thought  frivolous  and  some  had  clauses  inconsistent  with  the 

laws  of  England An  Act  against  Jesuits  and  Popish  Priests;  and 

an  Act  for  the  better  securing  the  Five  Nations  in  their  fidelity  to  his  Majesty. 
This  last  Act  I  gave  the  assent  to,  with  great  reluctance,  and  I  believe  your  Lord 
ships  will  think  the  treatment  it  deserves,  is,  to  be  rejected  by  the  King  with 
scorn,  when  it  comes  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y. 
iv.  713. 

I  shall  only  observe  that  the  message  I  sent  last  spring  by  Coll. 

Schuyler,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Hanson  to  the  Five  Nations  was  a  most  lucky 
step,  and  was,  I  may  presume  to  say,  the  hindering  the  Indians  from  a  revolt  to 
the  French.  This  will  appear  from  what  the  Indians  own  in  page  the  5th  of  the 
conference.  I  had  the  good  luck  to  be  too  nimble  for  Bruyas  the  Jesuit  and  Monsr. 
Maricour,  and  by  my  present  of  a  belt  of  Wampum  I  frustrated  theirs;  insomuch 
that  upon  their  coming,  the  Indians  told  them  that  they  were  pre-ingaged  to  me. — • 
iv.  714. 

I  desire  your  Lordships  will  please  to  send  over  two  ministers  as  soon  as  possibly 
can  be,  or  we  shall  hazard  the  loss  of  our  Indians;  they  press  for  ministers  above 
all  things  whatsoever.  They  ought  to  be  young  men,  or  they  will  never  be  able  to 
learn  the  Indian  tongue.  They  must  be  men  of  sober  and  exemplary  lives  and  good 
scholars,  or  they  will  not  be  fit  to  instruct  the  Indians,  and  encounter  the  Jesuits 
in  point  of  argument.  I  should  advise  their  being  both  settled  at  the  intended 
Fort:  and  for  their  encouragement  they  ought  to  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
a  year  salarie,  apiece,  Sterl.  money.  Without  a  Fort  'tis  next  to  impossible  to 
prevail  with  the  ministers  to  live  among  the  Indians;  they  are  so  nasty  as  never  to 
wash  their  hands  or  the  utensils  they  dress  their  victuals  with.  Their  food  is 
(some  of  it)  loathsome  to  the  last  degree;  tho'  they  eat  great  store  of  venison, 
pidgeons  and  fish;  yet  bear's  flesh  is  a  great  part  of  their  diet;  and  when  they  feast 
themselves  and  their  friends,  a  dog  is  esteemed  with  them  a  princely  dish.  The 
corporation  for  propagating  the  Gospell  etc.,  are  worthy  gentlemen,  and  I  am  con 
fident  will  at  your  Lordships  desire,  order  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  out  of  the 
Corporation  Stock;  and  because  your  Lordships  ordered  me,  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st  of  August  1099,  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  stock  in  New 
England,  I  therefore  now  send  an  account  of  the  persons  who  receive  pensions  out 
of  it,  and  also  of  the  fond  out  of  which  these  pensions  arise;  both  which  are  con 
tained  in  the  same  paper  and  (No.  15.)  The  persons  against  whose  names  I  have 
set  a  cross  on  the  margin  are  ministers.  I  have  often  told  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  is 
treasurer,  and  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners  for  management  of  that  affair,  that  I 
thought  that  Province  able  enough  to  maintain  their  ministers;  and  that  the  giving 
that  money  to  ministers  that  did  not  preach  to  the  Indians  in  their  tongue,  and 
were  so  lazy  as  not  to  learn  it,  that  they  might  the  better  instruct  them,  was  a 
misapplication  of  the  Corporation  money.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Corporation 
myself,  and  we  had  some  meetings  at  Boston  to  settle  that  business  but  did  little 
iu  it.  Mr.  (Jrimlall  Rawson  is  the  only  minister  in  the  list  that  speaks  the  Indian 
tongue  and  preaches  it.  Mr.  Stoughton  and  I  joyn'd  in  putting  Mr.  Laborie  into 
a  Plantation  where  are  some  French  and  Indians,  with  a  salarie  of  thirty  pounds 
a  year;  he  had  undertaken  to  learn  the  Indian  tongue  and  instruct  and  preach  to  the 
Indians. —  iv.  717-718. 

I    find   in   looking  over   my   papers   and   notes,    I   had   forgot   to 

acquaint  your  Lordships  of  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk  County,  and 
another  of  those  of  Queens  County,  in  this  Province,  for  the  settling  of  a  Dis 
senting  Ministry  among  them;  the  said  petitions  were  delivered  during  that  session 
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of  the  Assembly  wherein  the  Revenue  was  settled  for  six  yearn.  I  gave  :».» 
countenance  to  those  petitions  then,  nor  will  J  recommend  them  uow.  1  think  tin- 
test  way  Is  to  forget  them —  lv.  Tin. 

I  suspended  Parson  Smith,  Chaplain  to  these  Company*,  on  the  7th  ..f  !n-t 
August,  for  affronting  my  Lord  Hishop  of  London,  and  for  living  a  *<-andnlou»  life. 
In  neglecting  his  cure,  parting  with  his  wife,  and  cohabiting  with  nnoth.-r  woman.  - 
lv.  71U. 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THK  LORDS  OF  TRADK.  17<i(),  OCT.  17. 

I'.  S.  Mr.  Champante  having  sent  me  the  copy  of  some  articles  that  were  ex- 
hlblted  against  me  to  the  House  of  Commons  last  session  by  one  John  H«-u  n 
Scotchman.  I  had  once  a  design  of  answering  them,  till  reflecting  that  the  greatest 
part  of  'em  are  palpable  untruths,  and  those  that  happen  to  be  true  are  trifling 
and  of  little  moment.  I  thought  It  would  be  time  nils  pent  to  answer  nuch  trash. 
To  Instance,  In  some  of  those  false  articles.  I  am  accused  of  having  removed  Col. 
Young  with  others  from  the  Council,  and  Col.  Young  was  dead  two  yearn  before  my 
coming  Into  this  country.  Dr.  Carfblle,  whom  I  swore  of  the  Council  Is  railed  n 
mountebank  In  one  of  the  articles,  whereas  in  truth  he  was  a  graduate  I'hlsltliin. 
having  studied  and  taken  his  Doctors  degree  at  Leydeii,  and  was  a  very  learned  and 
honest  man.  There  are  a  great  many  other  grosse  and  Impertinent  untruths  In 
those  articles,  which  I  do  not  think  worth  while  to  trouble  your  Lordships  with. 
I  think  'tis  a  hardship  on  every  honest  man  that  serves  the  King  to  the  bent  of  his 
power  to  have  his  name  and  reputation  torn  and  villtled  by  a  little  vagabond 
Scotchman.  And  I  should  think  such  a  man  is  accountable  to  the  House  of  Com 

mons  for  abusing  them  with  untruths  and  wasting  their  time,  and  It   would  I me 

their  Justice  to  punish  men  that  make  vexatious  and  groundless  complaints.  Col. 
Docs.  N.  Y.  lv.  71!.'..  7iy.. 

ACTS    OF   THK    Cl.ASSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM. 

Dcllius. 

17nn,  Oct.   iMli. 

The.  president,  the  Ifrv.  Lanihertus  /cirers  reports,  that  lie  has 
written  to  Kcv.  Dcllius,  t<>  send  over  his  defense.  An  answer  to 
this  is  awaited.  The  Kev.  ZepTs  \va-  thanked  for  his  trouble,  viii. 
:;:54;  xix.  259. 

KARL  OF  BKI.LOMONT  TO  SKCHKTAKY  or  TIN:   BOARD. 

Extract   of  a    letter   from   the   Karle   of    IlHli-mont    to   the   Secretary   of   thl*   ll»n 

Dated  at  New   Vorke  tin-  lUth  of  October  17<K». 

Sir:— Mr.   Smith  the  Chaplain.*   whom   I   dlsmlst.   had  the  Impudence  t.>  rome  tin- 
other  day  and  question  my  power  of  dismissing  him.     1  forgot.  In  my  letter  u 
Lordships  where  I  mentioned  him,   to  ac.jualnt   them  with  an  arch  pi-l«-« 
done  by  Smith   while  I   was  at    Hoston.      He  coineit  to  the   Unilt-uaiil  Governor  nnd 
desires  him  to  Hlgne  a    blank  II, -en. ••-,   pretending   the  pernon*   to   bt-  lunri 
desirous    to    have    their    IIIIIIIVH    con<-.-aled.      The    Lieutenant    Governor.    MUII|M-I|II« 

•  Rev.    Symon   Smith   IM   mentl.pned   as   Chaplain    to   the    Fort   at    New    York. 
16W»,   In   New   York  Council   Minutes,    vlll  ,    r~<. 

8S 
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Smith's  knavery,  refuses  to  signe  the  blank  licence.  Afterwards  Smith  brings  a 
licence  filled  up  with  the  names  of  Adam  Ball  and  the  maiden  name  of  a  married 
woman;  he  afterwards  adds  a  sillable  to  the  man's  name,  in  the  licence,  (after  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  had  signed  it),  and  then  it  was  Baldridge,  the  pirate,  that  the 
Lords  formerly  writ  to  me  about;  and  the  woman  was  the  wife  of  Buckmaster.  a 
pirate,  who  escaped  out  of  the  goal  of  this  town,  and  who  had  come  in  Shelley's 
ship  from  Madagascar.  Being  asked  why  he  married  Baldridge  to  another  man's 
wife,  he  answered  she  had  made  oath  to  him  that  she  was  never  married  to  Buck- 
master.  Then  he  was  asked  by  what  authority  he  administer' d  an  oath,  being  not 
In  the  Commission  of  the  Peace;  to  that  he  could  give  no  satisfactory  answer. 
Since  that,  it  appears  Buckmaster  was  married  to  the  woman  by  a  justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  one  of  the  Jerseys,  which  is  their  way  of  marrying  there.  I  desire  you 
will  acquaint  their  Lordships  with  this  roguery  of  Smiths. 

My  Lord  of  London,  having  writ  to  Mr.  Vesey.  the  English  Minister  of  this  town, 
to  submit  himself  to  me;  and  to  me,  to  accept  of  his  submission;  I  have  complyed 
therewith,  and  have  promised  Mr.  Vesey  to  become  his  friend,  provided  he  demean 
himself  peaceably  and  discreetly  for  the  furture,  which  may  not  be  improper  to 
acquaint  their  Lordships  of.  I  have  newly  received  a  letter  from  Sir  William 
Ashurst,  wherein  he  tells  me,  the  Corporation  are  willing  to  allow  eighty  pounds, 
apiece,  to  five  Ministers,  for  the  Five  Nations  for  three  years,  provided  the  Ministers 
be  taken  out  of  Cambridge  College,  in  New  England.  But  there  are  two  things 
objectionable  in  that  offer;  first  I  do  not  approve  or  like  that  the  allowance  should 
be  temporary,  which  would  discourage  Ministers.  Secondly,  I  do  not  so  well  like 
Ministers  bred  there,  as  Church  of  England  Ministers;  for  in  New  England  the 
Ministers  pray  ex-tempore,  and  mighty ily  decry  set  forms  of  prayer;  insomuch  that 
they  never  use  the  Lord's  prayer  at  any  time.  The  best  way.  in  my  humble 
opiuiou,  is  for  their  Lordships  to  send  to  speake  with  Sir  William  Ashurst  and  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  which  is  the  way  to  come  to  a  right  understanding  in 
that  matter.  Sir  William  is  a  right  honest  gentleman  and  will  hearken  to  reason. 
There  ought  to  be  very  great  care  taken  in  the  choice  of  Ministers,  that  they  be 
not  such  debauched,  loose  men,  as  come  to  America;  who  indeed  give  great  scandal, 
Instead  of  inviting  to  be  of  our  Church  Communion.  Another  thing  is,  they  ought 
to  be  rightly  well  principled  for  his  present  Majesty's  Government,  and  English 
men  rather  than  Scotch  men.  I  say  rather  than  Scotch  men,  because  my  Lord  of 
London  is  fallen  into  a  vein  of  preferring  Scotchmen  to  be  Chaplains  to  the  King's 
ships.  I  can  only  say  that  all  the  Scotch  in  these  plantations,  (who  are  pretty 
numerous),  are  very  angry  since  their  loosing  Caledonia.  I  should  desire  of  the 
Corporation  but  three  hundred  pounds  sterling,  a  year,  for  the  present,  for  two 
Ministers  to  be  settled  at  our  intended  Fort  at  Onondage;  and  seventy  pounds 
sterling  to  be  divided  between  the  two  Dutch  Ministers  at  Albany  and  Schenectady. 


Bellomont. 
—  Col.   Docs.    N.   Y.    iv.   7tH)-7. 

Tin-:     DKFKXCE    OF    KEY.    GODFRIDUS    DELLIUS,    AGAINST    THE 
CHARGES  OF  LORD  BELLOMOXT   MADE  OCT.   13,   1699. 

1700,  Oct.  31. 

[The  following  is  the  defence  of  Rev.  Godfridus  Dellius,  for 
merly  of  Albany,  against  tlio  bitter  attack  of  Lord  Bellomont. 
The.  first  one  third  of  this  Document  was  brought  from  Holland 
by  Brodhead  in  1842,  but  little  could  bo  done  with  it  on  account 
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of  its  incompleteness.  The  remaining  two-thirds — eiirht  closelv 
written  paires  in  Dutch  —  were  found  by  Dr.  Corwin.  in  his  re- 
searche-  in  Holland  in  1M»7-S  but  the  letter  of  iJrllonioiit  was 
not  found.) 

Rev.   Godfridus    Dellius   to  the  Cla.-^U  of    Amsterdam;    Antwerp, 
October  iM,    ITiMi. 

The  scandalous  letter  of  Lord  Bcllomont,  aeainst  Kev.  (Jodfridus 
Dellius,  answered  and  refuted. 

As  it  is  honorable  and  irenerous  to  defend  opprc.-«ed  innoecnce^>uf-v  of 
when  commanded  by  others,  so  it  is  not  less  the  dutv  of  everv  onefrlu'e 
to  defend  himself  against  the  attacks  of  evil  tongues  and  malicious 
pens.      Such  has  become  my  duty,  because  of  what    \r.\>  happened 
to  me  through  a  letter  from  Lord  IVllomont.  to  the  Kev.  ( 'las.-is  of 
Amsterdam,    written    from    IJoston    on    the    IMth    of    ( )ctoU-r    *'.>'.» 
(1G99).     Therein  he  tries  to  traduce  me  in  most  shocking  terms; 
and  with  the  most  enormous  imputations  to  lower  niv  credit  with 
the  Rev.  Clasais  and  others,  and,  if  possible,  to  make  me  odious. 

The  whole  letter  from  befrinnintr  to  end  is  nothing  but  a  in  is- denial?1 
representation  of  the  truth.      It  is  (juite  astonishing,  how  a  man 
of  his  rank  can  so  far  foriret.  himself,  as  to  <TO  to  war  against  so 
many  well-known  facts,  unless  he  believes  that  the  irreat  di?tance, 
and  tho  difficulties  arising  therefrom  in  makinir  clo-e  examinations. 

give  him  the  liberty  to  slander what  he  pleases;  or 

else  that  (iiidactcr  cciluinnKin  s<'ini>i  r  dlniiud  oantTi't. 

!  I.    As  to  the   relations  of   Dellius  to    I.ei>ler.  1 

1.  lie.  begins  his  letter  by   ref.  rriiiLr  to  Captain   .Lic,,b   Le\-lcr 
and   Mr.  Jacob  Milborne,  a>  beinir  very  /ealous  in  elevating  Kinjr 
William;  as  men  who  had  the  coiira-re  to  declare  for  his   Majesty, 
and  to  proclaim  his  titles  in  the  Province  ot    New  ""l  ork. 

2.  lie   praises    their    behavior,    a.-    having   IM^-H    mop.   moderate 
than  was  ever  known  of  men   who  had   been  suddenly  placet]   in 
such  power  bv  the  people  trencrallv,  a^  they  hud  IM-CII. 


zeal  \\ 
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3.  He  says,  that  because  of  this,  their  zeal  for  the  good  cause, 
they  had  been  executed  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  wretched  manner. 

4.  He  closes  the  paragraph  with  accusations  against  Mr.  Nicolas 
Bayard  and  Rev.  Godfrey  Dellius,  who  above  all  others,  says  he, 
showed  their  malice  against  the  lives  of  the  two  above  named  men. 

[Reply  of  Dellius  to  these  assertions  and  charges.] 
1.  As  to  the  first  item,  to  wit,  Their  Declaration  for  his  Majesty: 

Whereas  the  city  of  New  Albany  is  about  thirty  six  (Dutch) 
miles  from  New  York,  and  I  was  not  then  at  the  latter  place,  I 
oison's       cannot  very  well  enter  into  details  concerning  what  happened  there. 

assorted 

enceffe£ut  -^  *s  presupposed  (by  Bellomont)  that  Lieutenant  Governor  (Eran- 
promoted  cis)  Nicholson,  who  was  a  Protestant,  did  not  do  all  that  was 
possible,  upon  receipt  of  the  first  news  that  his  Majesty,  then 
Prince  of  Orange,  had  landed  in  England.  Now  an  untimely 
friendship  does  not  differ  much  from  enmity.  Therefore  (it  is 
said,  that)  he  desired  to  wait  for  further  news  and  orders,  to 
execute  the  act  with  so  much  more  splendor  and  formality;  and 
it  is  evident  that  his  present  Majesty  was  well  satisfied  with  his 
conduct  by  the  immediate  appointment  (of  Nicholson)  as  Gov 
ernor  of  Maryland.  This  the  King  granted  him,  together  with 
the  further  grant  of  the  government  of  Virginia.  These  the  said 
Nicholson  at  present  administers.  And  if  Leysler's  turbulent  char 
acter  anticipated  all  this,  it  was  not  so  much  his  zeal  to  proclaim 
his  Majesty,  but  rather,  as  is  well  known  in  the  whole  Province 
of  New  York,  his  desire  for  lucrative  gain  ;  that  he  might  not 
have  to  pay  the  import  duties  on  a  vessel,  which  had  just  then 
come  from  Madeira,  or  the  Azores,  with  wine,  to  his  account;  and 
he  sought  thereby  to  repair  his  broken  fortune.  Thus  fishing  in 
troubled  waters,  he  found  ready  means  to  subvert  the  government 
through  the  people,  and  by  driving  out  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  to 
set  himself  in  his  place. 

2.  As  to  the  second  item  :  The  moderate  behavior  (of  Leisler  and 
Milborne,  in  exercising  the  government.) 
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One  must  be  more  than  bra/en  faced  to  as.-ert  this.     During  the 
whole  compass  of  his  proccediiiirs,  nothing  hut  violence  and  tvrannv  Proof,  of 

•     Ix>Ul«T'« 

were  to  be  scon.      I  To  ruled  arbitrarily  and   indi-criminatelv  both  tjrrmnn 
in  ecclesiastical  and  secular  matters,  as  if  he  were  armed  with  all 
the  plenitude  of  a  sovereign.       His  will  was  his  law.      If  any  one 

did  not  immediately  carry  out  hi^  orders,  <>r  if  only 

The  least  security  which  the  people  had  for  t!i« -ir  lives  and  property 

high  treason  :  and  to  apprehend  them,  he  used  no 

other  warrant  than  the  sword  of  a  collected  n>.«  h  of  soldiers.      IIi.-» 
law  book  was  the  bullet   hole  in  the  fort.      In  that  fort   tin-  most 
prominent  Protestant  merchants,  Knglish,  French  and  Dutch,  were 
imprisoned  without  any  previous  legal  proceedings,  but  only  upon 
his  orders,  and  with  the  greatest  insults,  scorn  and  malice,  and  were 
kept  on  bread  and  water.     His  usurped  power,  which  he  wrought  up 
(lit.  screwed  up)  to  the  highest  pitch,  feared  no  law.     His  ambition 
to  rule  recognized  no  authority;  for  he  did  n«»t  hesitate  to  remove 
all  the  lawful  Magistrates,  who  have  since  been  confirmed  by  tin 
gracious  declaration  of  his  j. resent  Majesty  and  his  Majesty's  High 
Council;   but   he   also   imprisoned   some  of  them   in   the   fort    and 
maltreated  them  most   cruelly.      He  had  them   fettered  with   iron 
chains,   and    thus   exposed    them    to   the   derision    and    rag.-   «>t 
howling  mob.       He  allowed    his   soldiers   to  handle  the   meat    and 
drink,  brought  to  them  by  their  own  servants,  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  became  abhorrent   to  Christian  feelings.     II-  daily  had  t 
houses  and  cellars  of  the  merchants  broken  open,  and 
away  their  good-   and   he  plundered   also  other,   n, 
done  at   Colonel   Willeis.       It   was  then  not   much  les.< 
nif  n  sunl   rclt'ns  iiu'jrnfr  r<//>////. 

Kven  sacrc.1  things  wen- not  f|.aro-l.     Ihm.l 
aim,  or  oU,cr  pious  gifts,  .i..l  -  I...  ••«••.  - 
ortv    M  will  witm-s*  the  chnHH-s  «.f  NW  York  an-l 
Tl,',  las,  ,,,,,,n-,n,,.  «„,  ..„  .ho  SOtl,  ,,f  April 

lontr  before  or  after. 

And  how  moderate  his  M.avi»r  t.,w.nl*  tho  |,macl,oni  IIM 

I,..  ,,.;,,i<l!ilM»;  irc-iitinc.nt  -f  H..inin.-  S.'l.vin  ami  Daille, 
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whom  lie  publicly  saluted  in  the  church  :  The  first  with  "  You  old 
rogue";  the  other  witli  "The  devil  take  you",  (Diablo  vous 
porte).  lie  did  this  because  the  first  did  not  read  a  letter  (billet) 
soon  enough  to  please  him;  the  second,  because  lie  spoke  of  not 
preaching  in  the  afternoon.  Domine  Varick  was  thrown  into 
prison.  In  order  to  avoid  such  rude  treatment  the  preacher  of 
Albany  (Dellius  himself),  with  a  considerable  number  of  mer 
chants,  fled  from  the  Province,  remaining  away  for  seven  or  eight 
months. 

I  pass  over  other  extravagancies  as  that  even  the  graves  wore 
not  respected.  The  letters  of  Domino  Yarick,  part  of  a  copy  of 
one  of  which,  made  by  himself,  is  enclosed ;  also  those  of  the  other 
preachers  in  the  Province;  a  copy  of  an  address  by  the  French 
Protestants  to  the  King,  then  written,  and  also  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Classis;  all  these  if  received,  may  give  you  some  further  informa 
tion  about  all  this.  Truly,  one  must  be  wholly  lost  to  shame,  if 
he  dares  to  call  all  these  violent  proceedings  by  the  name  of  "  mod 
eration." 

3.  As  to  what  he  (Bellomont)  says  on  the  third  point,  namely, 
that  because  of  their  zeal  for  the  good  cause,  they  have  been 
executed  as  traitors  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  cruel  manner: 

What  has  been  said  above,  on  the  foregoing  points,  shows  but 
ami  Mil-      little  zeal  for  a  i^ood  cause.     If  we  add  thereto   his  actual  rebellion 

borne  were 

Sre1e?ed  against  the  (jovernor  sent  over  by  his  Majesty,  Col.  Sloughter,  and 

cuted  ac-  i  /.  •          i    i         i   •          i  i   •    i  i   -11     i 

corciingiy.  other  acts  oi  war  committed  by  him,  by  which  some  were  killed, 
and  others  wounded;  further,  if  one  wishes  as  he  did,  for  I  have 
road  a  copy  of  his  letter,  to  carrv  out  a  barbarous  design  to  massacre 
even  the  children  in  the  cradle,  and  then  undoubtedly  to  flee  • — 
under  such  circumstances,  we  cannot  say  that  they  were  executed 
as  traitors  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  cruel  manner.  (It  was  only 
just.) 

The  <nn  of  Leysler  complained  to  their  Majesties  concerning 
the  proceedings  against  his  father,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mil- 
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borne,  but  licro  follows  the  decision  of  their  Majesties  Council  ami 
their  approval  as  «riven  : 

At  the  (Vnirt  at  Whitehall  the  1  Ith  of  March  1  •  '•'.»  1. 
The  Queens  most   Kxeellent    Majestv  in  Councill: 
Whereas,  the  Riirlit  Honorable,  the  Lord-  .if  the  ( '..mmitteo  f<T 
Trade    and    Plantations,    have    by    their    report,    dated    the    1 1 1 h  /^H!?™?' 

Instant,   Represented  to  her  Majestv  that  thev  have  examined  tin-  «ircuii<>o 

i«-it«i 
matter  of  the  petition  of  Jacob  Lei-ler,  the  s<m  nf  Jacob   I.eislrr 

of  New  ^  ork,  deceased,  referred  to  the  ( '.'inmittee  bv  his  Maje-tie> 
order  in  Council!  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  complaining  of  pro 
ceedings  against  his  father  and  .Jacob  Milborne  bv  ('oil.  Slouirhter 
at.  Xew  ^  ork  ;  who  were  thereupon  condemned  and  put  t««  death, 
and  their  estates  confiscated;  and  their  lordship*  having  fullv 
heard  the  said  Jacob  Leisler  the  Petitioner  by  his  (  'oiincil  learned, 
upon  the  whole  matter;  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  said  .lacnb 
L(-isler  and  .lacob  Milbonie  deceased  were  condemned  and  h  a  \  •  •  e»u»tri.  rr- 

kt«ro<l  t'i 

suffered  according  to  law.  Put  their  Lordships  do  humbly  offer  !J^  fmmi 
their  intercession  to  her  Majesty  in  behalf  of  their  families  a-  lit 
objects  of  their  Maje-tie-  mercy;  thai  the  estate  ..f  the  said  .Iac..l 
Leisler  and  .Jacob  Milborne  decea.-ed  may  be  rest.. re. 1  to  them 
upon  their  humble  application  to  their  Majesivs  bv  petition  f««r 
the  same;  Her  Majestv  in  Council  i-  thi~  dav  pleanci]  t»  ajijir.'Ve 
the  said  rejtort,  and  to  declare  that  upon  the  humble  application 
of  the  relation-  of  the  said  .lacob  Lei-N-r  and  .lacob  Mill*. me  de 
ceased.  Her  Majesty  will  order  the  e-tate  i.f  the  ^;iid  .lac.,1,  Leisler 
and  Jacob  Milborne  to  be  restored  to  their  families  as  objects 
of  her  Majestvs  merev.  (See  also  Col.  !).«••..  iii.  SL'7.  ) 

Thi-  decision  •  f  flu-  Council  and  the  appn-val  "f  their  Majesties 
<loes  not,  at  all  airree  with  the  opinion  of  Il.dlom.'iit  :  for  they  are 
condemned  and  have  -ufTered  acrordini:  to  law;  they  are  therefore 
not  executed  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  cruel  manner,  unless  he  ac 
cuses  Kmrli.-b  law  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 
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4.  He  closes  the  paragraph,  accusing  Mr.  Nicholas  Bayard  and 
Godfrey  Dellius,  saying  that  they  have  signalized  their  malice  and 
rage  against  the  lives  of  the  two  men  mentioned,  above  all  others. 

He  also    cliarges    Col.  Bayard  with    having  made    complaints 

excellent 

character,  against  him,  in  England,  last  year,  and  with  having  presented  a 
memorial.  As  to  Bayard  himself,  he  has  for  forty  years  or  more 
served  with  great  reputation  in  the  most  prominent  ecclesiastical 
and  political  offices  ;  yet  he  has  been  an  object  of  Leisler  Js  fury, 
arid  of  that  of  the  raging  mob.  And  Mr.  Bayard  has  behaved  with 
all  imaginable  moderation  in  regard  to  these  two  men,  and  as  a 
good  Christian,  has  generously  forgiven  his  enemies  who  have  so 
greatly  injured  him. 

Dellius  . 

tried  to  I?  on  my  part,  think  that  1  have  not  less  properly  acquitted  my- 


away  a 


away  atfar  se^  °^  mJ  duty.     I  went  even  so  far  that  I  offered  them  my  influ- 


euce  if  they  desired  it.     When  thev  were  arrested,  sentenced,  and 

cation  2 

Suftor0     executed,  I  was  not  at  New  York.     I  stayed  writh  my  family  at 
urged  to'     Boston  in  New  England  for  some  months,  intending  to  return  to 


Albany.  the  Fatherland.  All  arrangements  for  my  passage  were  made,  but 
before  the  ship  sailed  from  there,  Col.  S  lough  ter  arrived  as  Gov 
ernor  of  New  York.  Then  by  a  petition,  signed  by  more  than  a 
hundred  persons,  he  was  asked  to  persuade  me  to  return  not  only 
to  continue  my  service  in  the  church  at  Albany,  but  also  for  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen,  labors  among  whom  I  had  already  under 
taken.  Being  requested  thereto  by  an  express  messenger,  I  re 
turned  to  New  York,  and  allowed  myself  to  be  persuaded  to  accept 
again  my  former  duties.  At  this  time  Leisler  and  Milborne  were 
prisoners,  but  instead  of  complaining  against  them,  I  offered  my 
intercessions  in  their  behalf.  I  did  not  know  of  their  execution, 
until,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  three  or  four  weeks  after  my 
return  to  Albany.  How  then  can  Lord  Bellomont  say  that  I  showed 
my  malice  and  rage  against  the  lives  of  Leisler  and  Milborne, 
above  others. 
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[TT.   As  to  some  other  charges  <,f  Bellomont  against  Dolling.] 

The  second  paragraph  of  Bcll.niuint's  letter  exceeds  in  lies,  and 
in  foul  and  blasphemous  words  even  the  number  of  its  line*,  and 
I  consider  it  beneath  my  dignity  to  answer  it.  The  most  material 
thing  he  mentions,  and  that  which  he  lays  the  most  stress  on,  is 
the  imaginary  fraud  (on  my  part)  concerning  the  savages.  This 
he  exaggerates  in  his  manner  of  expression  as  well  as  in  his  state 
ment  of  facts  and  their  consequences. 

lie  savs  that  seven  men  were  misled  bv  me  concernini:  this  mat-  '    Tb* 

•  hnrgr*. 

ter.  by  twos  and  threes,  so  that  one  could  not  consult  with  the  other  : 
that  the  savages  received  no  consideration,  and  that  no  satisfac-  - 
tion  or  payment  was  given  them:  that   I   had  obtained  an  absolute  iT 
grant,  that  is,  a  patent  or  open  letter,  for  the  whole  district,  from 
Col.   Fletcher,    the  Governor  of    Xe.\v   York:    that    tin*    Makvas  4 
(Mohawk)    savages  and  the  four  nations   had   been  so  disturbed 
by  it,  that  they  almost  rebelled  against  the  Crown  of   Kngland  : 
that  upon  order  of  the  King,   the  Assembly  of   New   York   had  .-, 
passed  an  Act  to  vacate  several  extravagant  grants,   and    aiming 
others  two  such  grants  to  Dellius:  that  the  majority  of  the  II..u-e  n 
of  Representatives  were  honest   Dutchmen,   who,  knowing  of  the 

immoralities  of  Dellius,  had  added  to  the  bill  a  clause 

to  deprive  him of  his  benefice  (or  charge)  ;  and  that 

it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  prevent  this,  without  disobeying  the 
will  of  tho  King  and  defeating  the  bill. 

[Reply  of  Dellius  to  these  charges.) 

Xow    Lord    TJellomont   wants    people   especial!; 
fraud  of  Dellius  towards  tho-e  Makvas  ('Mohawk-),  ao-ordinp  to  !,'£},* 


1 1 1 .1  r  k    n  * 


testimony  taken  against  him,  before   [  IVlIom.m!  1   himself  ami  all    "J^"^ 

the   Magistrates  of   Albany,    with    several    other   g,  nth-men. 

accompanied  L.rd  IJellomoiit  from  New  York. 

preliminary  remark,  that    IJellomont  on-hf  to  have  said  that  !)••!• 

lius  had  onlv  a  fifth  share  in  the  grant  of  the  Makvassen  (Mohawk) 
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land,  and  not  have  expressed  himself  as  if  all  the  tract  belonged 
i.  The  rep-  to  Dellins  alone.     But  in  order  to  disprove  this  contemptible  trick 

ularity  of 

ail  the        ;md  his  usual  mendacity,  I  will  onlv  sav,  that  in  place  of  defraud- 
proceed- 

TaUiin"'0'1  i]1?  ^no  ravages,  more  regular  formalities  about  the  transfer  of 
land,  than  this,  have  never  been  used.  Col.  Schnyler,  of  his 
Majesty's  Council,  in  the  Province,  Major  Wossels,  Mr.  Bancker 
and  Mr.  Dellins,  requested,  as  usual,  from  the  Governor,  permis 
sion  to  purchase  a  certain  piece  of  land,  definitely  bounded  in 
length  and  width,  and  which  the  savages  were  inclined  to  sell. 
With  the  advice  of  the  King's  Council  their  request  was  granted, 
but  upon  condition  that  Mr.  Pinhorne,  also  of  the  Council,  should 
be  a  participant.  Then  the  chiefs  of  the  Makvassen  (Mohawk) 
nation  transferred  a  district,  as  mentioned  in  the  license,  to  the 
parties  aforesaid,  but  with  the  reservation,  that  they  and  their 
descendants,  forever,  should  have  the  right  to  take  as  many  parcels 
of  land  out  of  it,  as  they  might  require.  This  conveyance  was 
made,  signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  ten  Broeck  and 
Mr.  Robert  Livingston,  junior,  as  witnesses;  the  first  being  one  of 
the  Magistrates  of  Albany  ;  the  other,  substitute-Clerk  or  Under 
Secretary  of  the  City;  not  at  all,  by  Dellius,  but  by  Col.  Schuyler; 
and  the  subscribers  were  not  seven,  but  at  least  ten  or  twelve. 
Only  this  is  to  be  said  about,  it,  that  Col.  Schuyler  being  absent 
from  home  on  a  certain  occasion,  Major  Wessels  came  to  my  house 
with  one  or  two  Makvas  (Mohawks),  the  public  interpreter  of  the 
Province  and  the  previously  mentioned  two  witnesses,  bringing 
llic  conveyance,  which  they  had  signed,  with  them.  That  is  the 
foundation  for  his  false  remarks.  For  it  is  an  absolute  falsehood 

2  The  in-    1o  sa.v  ^iat  ^1CT  s^iec^   b.v  twos  or  threes  ;  just  as,  on  the  other 


comppnere  hand,  that  the  Makvasse  pretend  not  to  have  received  any  consid 
eration  for  it;  for  Major  Wessels  satisfied  them,  as  can  be  proved 
by  his  book  of  accounts. 

That  I  claimed  title  to  the  land  belonin'na'  to  the  whole  nation 

3  I  ho 

pr 


e  that 


10  Makvasso,    (Mohawks)   by  virtue  of  said  conveyance,  and 
lute     had   obtained    an   absolute  grant    for   flu-lv   "-hole  country    from 
the  !:ind.    Colonel  Fletcher,  the  late  Governor  of  Xew  York,  is  disproved  by 
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the  convcvance  of  tin-  Makva--en.  and  by  tin-  patent,  which  the 
Governor  uave  with  the  advice  and  n,n-rnt  of  the  Kinirs  Council, 
and  which  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Kin-  u-ually  draws  up. 
Bclluinont  oiiiiht  to  know  this:  and  he  i-  aware,  that  it  i-  recorded 
in  the  Council  Minute-  of  the  Provim-i-.  lint  thi-  mu-t  be  said 
idxuit.  it:  (\>1.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Hanker  a-ked  the  ( Ioveni'»r,  after 
tlie  convcyanet-  ha<l  heen  executed.  f"r  hi-  Majt-ty-  let ters  jiatcnt, 
for  all  innst  he  done  in  the  Kiliirs  name.  The  G«)Venn»r,  accor<ling  r»"1"'  "{ • 

^  ni«"llrt'-n 

to  custom,  took  the  advice  of  the  Council  and  his  Majestv'rt  Att/»r-  [  [^njt^ 
nev-(leneral.  The  latter  dn-w  U]>  the  patent,  granted  and  delivered 
it,  without  the  mentioned  reservation  of  the  parcels  of  land  (to 
the  Mohawks)  notwithstanding  ('oh  Schuvler  and  Mr.  Ranker 
insisted  «»n  it;  hut  his  Majesty'.-  Attorney-General  judged  it  was 
atiainst  the  Kind's  diii'nitv  to  irrant  a  conditional  j»atent.  That 
is  what  makes  him  speak  of  fraud  in  obtaining  an  ah-olutr  ^rant  ; 
hut  1  am  unable  to  understand  how  it  can  concern  me,  as  I  did  not 
petition  for  it,  and  I  was  about  thirty  H.\  Dutch]  miles  from 
there. 

Bellomont  continue-:     That  the  Makva~c  .-avails  and  the  othci  * r™fn{ 
four  nations  were  so  disturbed  thereby,  that   they  almost  des«-rt«-.l  Jh^rj-^ 
the   Crown  of   Knuland  and   threatened   i..  place  them-*  Ives  under  ,','„  ij"  ' 

illniiM 

the  government  of  the  1*  rench  KinLr. 

IJut    hi-  own   di-turbed   brain-  caun-  all   this  di-turbance.      I-'or 
after  all  what  ha-  been  said  above  con«-»-rninir  lh<-  (  'oiiveyance,  and 
the  Patent  i-sued,  the  Makvassen  and  the  oth.-r  f.-ur  nations  a>ked 
liellomont    him-elf   in    a    public   talk,    \ 
New   ^'ork,  that    on   all   fut.ure  o<-<-a.-ion-   they   mi 
Col.    Schuyh-r,    Major    Wessels    and    Ddlin-.    the    b.  -t    friend,    of 
their  well-bciiiLr  etc.,  and   tran-act    their  hii-ine-     only   with  thorn, 
in  his  absence. 

The  rua-on.  that   he  speaks  of  the   Ki 

-rants,  and  anionir  them  two  of  Ddliu-  i-  a-  follow.*:  i;.-l|..iii..i,t  -jj;^-^ 
ha<  .Irawn  up  ninn-  than  one  hundred  article-  n-rainsl  Col.  Fletcher  ^^ 
and  sent  them  to  Kn-land  ;  bill  they  have  all  been  njM-ted  by  the  ;.;,';;;, »" 
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Court  as  frivolous  and  malicious.  Among  them  was  one,  that  he 
had  not  taken  good  care  of  his  Majesty's  interests  in  giving  extrava 
gant  patents  and  exacting  only  a  low  quitrent.  The  Lords-Rulers 
made  answer  that  if  this  were  so,  he  should  try  to  remedy  it  either 
by  legal  means,  or  else  definitely  inform  their  Lordships  about  it. 
This  was  only  an  echo  of  his  own  letter,  or,  at  the  most,  advice 
given  by  their  Lordships,  bnt  not  an  order  of  the  King.  And  if  it 
had  been  the  King's  order,  howr  comes  it,  that  his  Majesty  has  not 
yet  approved  the  vacating  of  the  Patents  by  him  (Bellomont)  and 
the  Assembly  and  others  ?  nor  their  exorbitant  proceedings  ?  And 
it  is  believed  that  he  will  never  do  it,  but  will  veto  it.  Thereby 
his  malicious  intrigues*  are  partly  discovered,  and  remain  to  be 
further  exhibited  to  his  Majesty,  or  to  the  next  Parliament.  It  is 
a  wonder  that  he  dares  to  place  here,  upon  the  forehead  of  his  lie, 
the  illustrious  name  of  the  King,  since  he  has  credited  it  always 
to  the  name  of  the  Lords  Supreme  Regents,  oportct  mcndaccm  csse 
memorem. 

[The  Deposition  of  Dellius.] 
6.  Answer       He  Bellomont  further  insinuates,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 

to  the 

the  House  ^ves  ma(^e  *nat  bill  for  evacuating  the  patents;  and  that  the 
him°from  greater  part  of  them,  being  honest  Dutchmen,  and  well' aware  of 
try.  the  immoralities  of  Dellius,  they  had  added  a  clause  depriving 

him  of  his  benefice   (charge)   at  Albany;  and  that  he  could  not 

prevent  this,  etc. 
(i)  The  To  refute  this  a  simple  recital  wrill  be  sufficient.     I  pass  over 

House  it- 

u?arlrreg  ^1O  irregular  proceedings  in  the  election  of  this  Assembly.  The 
HaiMe  '"  complaints  of  more  than  five  hundred  of  the  principal  denizens 

•iL'ainst 

the  n<-t ion  Of  the  Province  of  Xew  York  have  been  presented  before  the  Lords 

(3)  Chnr- 

fhTmem-  °f  ^10  Plantations  in  England.  I  will  only  say  that  this  consti- 
tha't  tuted  (packed?)  Assembly,  or  these  Representatives,  consisted  of 

House. 

twenty  one  person?,  including  the  speaker.     Many  of  them  were 

•  The    document,     ns    brought    over    by   P.rodhend,   ended   here. 
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from  among  the  meanest  of  the  populace:  i-jin-rant  as  to  tin*  gov- 
ernmcnt  ot%  the  country  or  the  church.  They  were  also  his  creatures 
juul  of  Leisler's  party  and  faction,  which  Bellomont  had  espoused 
to  obtain  iiis  ends.  When,  first  of  all,  he  proposed  the  vacating  of  (4>  The 

rot.-  \rrtt- 

the  patents,  he  found  there  were  eleven  in  the  negative,  against  ular 
ien.     Making  the  effort  a  second  time,  and  managing  that  a  certain 
memher,  Col.  Pearson,  and  one  of  the  eleven  should  he  absent,  tin- 
votes  stuck  fast  at  ten  against  ten.     The  -peakcr  was  against  the 
breaking  of  the  patents,  and  claimed  the  right  to  give  the  casting 
vote  on  a  tie-vote.    But  this  was  not  onlv  denied  him,  but  as  speaker, 
he  was  allowed  no  vote  at  all.      I  Jut  such   right   had  always  Ix-en 
customary  (for  the  speaker)  ;  and  even  at  this  same  session  when  "^'j;"1,^ 
a  <rrant  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds  was  made  to  him  (  liellomout  ).  H,.JI.,' 

inont  hy 

it  was  dono  in  such  a  manner  that  the  ten  prevailed  against  the  J*™1,',^1*, 

nine;  arid  so  a  bill  was  drawn  up  whereby  the  patent  of  Col.  I  Jay-  Jf'£lf!tlJ!fn 

jird,   Col.    Heathcotc,   Capt.    Evans,   the    Knglish   Church,   as 

as  those  of  Dellius  and  his  partners  wnv  vacated:   and   in  ord«-r 

to  add  a  public  affront  to  the  preceding  injustice,  a>  it  were  in<-i 

dentally  and   in     pas>ing,   a    clause   was     insert, -d   depriving    him  ^jj';1- 

l>rlllu« 
(  Dellius)  of  his  benctice  (charge)  in  Albany.  u.-po*.-.! 

[The  vote  in  the  Council. _ 

This  bill   having  been   pass«-d   in  such  a   way 

was  really  no  bill  at  all. or  at  lea>t  not  of  any  valu-  unl-  :     approval 
by    the  government.       liellomont    >eemed    to   hav.-    wn    hi.-    game, 
however,  for  lie  had  thrown  "lit  nearly  all  of  the  K«.yal  Councilor* 
by  fours  and  by  lives  at  OIK-,  and  inducted  nth.-rs  ..f  liir-  • 
hires  and  of  Leisler's  faction.     At  that  time  tin-  Counei 
of  six  persons,  besides  himself:   but   contrary  to  hi,  <-xp.*-tati.m. 
tin-   vote  stood   three   siirainst    three.      (\,1.    (Van)    C-.rilan.lt.    C.-l.  T.^V.MC 
Smith,  and    Mr.    Livingston   were  oppo: 

patents  an.l  to  the  appended  clause,  being  in  violation  of  the  right. 
of  the  Church.  On  the  ailirmative  side  were  Mr.  Slants.  Mr.  Wai- 
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tors,  and  Mr.  do  Peystor,  all  three  of  them  being  his  newly  made 
Councilors.  The  first  had  been  one  of  Leisler's  Council,  chosen 
from  the  populace;  the  second  was  Leislers  son-in-law;  and  the 
third  was  one  of  Bollomont's  creatures,  (de  Peyster  had  with 
drawn  his  support  from  Leisler,  but  was  not  hostile  to  him).  This 
tic-vote  made  him  raging  mad.  For  lie,  as  Governor,  and  accord 
ing  to  the  Constitution  of  England,  representing,  in  such  a  situa 
tion,  the  person  of  the  King,  in  case  of  a  tie  has  no  other  vote  than 
a  negative.  Nevertheless  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  his  arbitra 
riness  and  the  threats  which  he  had  made  some  months  before, 
The  bin  he  exclaimed  in  a  passion,  But  it  shall  pass,  anvhow.  And  so, 

was 

through      whether  crooked  or  straight,  it  passed.     How,  then,  can  Bellomont 
moSfva-    SJI.v,  that  it  was  not  within  his  power  to  prevent  it,  etc.  ?     In  fact 


eating  the  ,  i    •       i  lit  111-  •  111- 

prantsand  he  worked  it  tlirougli  the  Assembly  himself,  and  by  ins  own  crea- 
deposlng 

t.u  res;  and  what  is  more,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  them  against  me, 

on  this  matter.  At  last  he  pushed  through  the  whole  business  him 
self,  although  it  was  done  illegally  and  unjustly,  and  at  least  in 
America,  without  precedent.  But  where  the  judge  is  at  one  and 
the  same  rime,  plaintiff,  witness,  and  accuser,  the  result  is  a  fore 
gone  conclusion,  rather  than  the  effect  of  argument. 
}yhy  He  calls  his  own  creatures  in  the  Assembly,  "  Honest  Duteh- 

Bellomont  -  ' 

Hoifse*  *  men  "•     I  will  not  enter  into  personalties  here.     I  doubt  whether 
Dutch-       that  character  would  be  generally  attributed  to  them  throughout 

men  ". 

this  Province.  However,  in  courtesy,  Bellomont  does  owe  them 
some  sort  of.  compliment  for  those  sixteen  hundred  pounds  which 
they  gave  him  as  an  honorarium.  It  is  easy  cutting  good  straps 
out  of  somebody  else's  leather;  for  many  of  them  being  plebeian, 
poor  and  needy,  they  contribute  little  or  nothing  towards  this  gift. 
But  without  that  donation,  they  would  not  have  been  "  Honest 
Dutchmen",  but  rather  "Jacobites",  "ill-affected  towards  the 
King  and  his  government."  Thus  he  styled  the  preceding  Assembly. 
which  was,  however,  composed  largely  of  the  most  distinguished 
people  of  the  Province.  But  since  it  would  not  work  out  his  pur 
poses,  he.  at  once  dissolved  it,  and  issued  writs  for  another  Asseni- 
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bly.  and  managed  to  brim:  thi-  an>und  to  devotion  to  him-elf.  IT 
is  with  IJclloiiioiit,  unit  ins.  /*ir/«.v,  jnxlifin  j,rinit>i  l><n<i  stint.  «,{ 
quid  junint  (juhmnifurctt  rnnf. 

He  says,  finally,  that  the  fraud  perpet  rated  up..n  the  Makva--en  TI.,- m«»- 
(  Mohawk)  Indian-,  was  proved  IK 'fore  him  and  before  all  the  Ma-_r  ""'  "'""' 
i>tratcs  of  Albany  etc.,  ai:ain-t  me,  under  oath.  If  anvthinir 
testified  against  me,  under  oath,  according  t"  the  Mn^li-h  law-,  it 
should  have  been  done  in  mv  presence  ;  e-peeiallv  -in»v  I  wa-  then 
present  (in  Albany).  Consequently  I  oiiirht  to  have  known  -oim  - 
thing  about  this.  I  cannot,  indeed  believe  that  an\bo«]\  in  Albanv 
( -wore  M  falsely  against  me;  although  it  i-  -aid  that  thi-  wa- done 
against  Rev.  Selyns,  namely,  that  he  furnished  a  ladder  at  I.vi-Nr  - 
execution.  And  although  lie  calleil  (Jod  a-  a  witne--  to  hi-  -oul 
as  to  the  contrary,  neverthele-s  thi-  benighted  people  will  n<>t  be 
lieve  it.  So  Helloinont  made  the  Indians  -ecn-tly  to  take  an  oath, 
when  thev  know  nothing  about  the  nature  of  an  oath.  Thi-  wa-  a 
circumstance  without  precedent  in  America.  Nevertheless,  it  i- 
one  of  bis  practices  to  u-e  oath-  to  -nit  hi-  own  purpo-es,  (lit.  \« 
jump  about  with  the  oath  as  he  pleases);  and  after  the  oath  lias 
Ixvn  taken  to  deduct  from  it  <  r  add  to  it.  Thi-  appeared  in  the 
case  of  a  soldier  swearing  aiiain-t  ('apt.  Matlie-,  ot  New  \ '>rk, 
as  thi-  Captain  told  me  him-elf.  And  how  can  any  fraud  a-  to 
the  Makvassen  (Mohawk-)  be  proved  aurain-t  me  '.  -inc,-  n..t  one 
of  that  whole  nation  can  -av  with  truth  that  I  ever  approached 
any  of  them,  or  caused  them  to  be  approached,  about  the  purdia-e 
of  their  land.  This  appear-  al-o  from  the  recantation  of  tho-e 
Makvassen,  (  Mohawks  ),  who  came  to  me  at  the  nioinent  ..f  my  leav 
ing-  Albanv  Tlie<e  op(  nlv  declared,  in  the  pre-elice  of  CertaillK  a  munition 

«.r  ihr  In- 

hundred  people,  and  anion«r  the-,-  were  four  or  five  of  the  Magis 
trates  of  Albanv,  their  regret  that  thev  had  complained  of  tin- 
purchase  and  convevam-e  of  their  land.  They  -aid  that  they  had 
been  secret Iv  incited  th«-reto.  and  be«:i:"l  with  tear-  that  I  would 
foririve  them.  Thi-  wa-  atte-ted  to  by  f..nr  or  liv,-  ,,f  th<-  Ma^i"- 
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1  rates,  but  it  so  greatly  angered  Bellomont  that  he  removed  them 
from  their  office.  Xow  how  these  last  circumstances  can  be  recon 
ciled  with  his  statement  "  that  all  the  Magistrates  took  oath 
against  me",  I  leave  everyone  to  judge  for  himself. 

[ITI.   As  to  Moral  Charges.] 
[Charge  of  Drunkenness.] 
Answer  to      From  the  foregoing  slander,  Bellomont  passes  on  to   another 

charge  of 

ne3sDken  charge,  namely,  that  of  drunkenness.  First  of  all,  as  a  witness, 
Dr.  Staats,  or  to  speak  more  correctly,  Surgeon  Staats :  and  as 
a  further  recommendation  he  describes  him  as  "  An  Honest  Intelli 
gent  Man  "  : —  herein  is  intended  no  comparison  between  his  Lord 
ship,  (Bellomont),  and  a  barber,  (Staats)  ;  but  nevertheless  under 
this  third  "  qualification  ",  there  has  been  a  mutual  seeking  and 
finding  of  each  other.  Of  his  honesty  almost  enough  has  been  said 
already.  In  the  Province  of  Xew  York  at  least,  he  does  not  stand 
out  remarkably  as  such,  in  the  estimation  of  the  principal  inhabit 
ants.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  allowing  his  honesty  to  be  attested  by 
Bellomont,  never  will  Staats  be  able  to  testify  and  prove  that  he 
knows  of  my  ever  having  been  in  company  with  him  on  horseback. 
Therefore  his  statement  about  my  falling  from  my  horse,  etc., 
comes  to  naught,  (lit.  falls.) 

[Charge  of  Immorality.] 

Answer  to       One  can  put  anything  on  paper.     Therefore  Bellomont' s  malice 

<»f  imnio-    further  gossips  about  some  French  woman  from  Canada  sending 
rality. 

a  letter  to  me  after  I  had  left  those  parts  and  had  come  to  England. 
This  letter  fell  into  the  hands  of  Rev.  Xucella  (of  Kingston)  and 
in  it  she  asserts  that  she  was  with  child  by  me. 

Xow  Bellomont  must  not  only  have  shaken  off  all  shame,  honor 
and  virtue,  but  must  have  devoted  himself  to  all  evil,  in  that  he 
dares  to  write  such  stuff.  He  acknowledges  that  he  had  only  heard 
about  «uch  a  letter  coming  from  a  Canadian  woman.  And  without 
any  knowledge  of  her  "  quality  ",  says  he,  I  surmise,  that  the 
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woman  who  wrote  this  letter  was  om>  ,,f  those  who  were  brought  as 
captives  to  Albany;  or  else  is  ..IK-  of  our  savages  of  tho  Fi\v  Na 
tions,  which  wore  released  at  the  "  I  Vac.-  ",  and  sent,  to  Canada. 

People  often  lie  when  repeating  from  h.-ar^av.  evm  as  he  does 
here,  and  also  usually.  Kvidently  he  is  ivrklr-s.  Without  seeing 
the  letter,  (for  he  complains  that  Rev.  Nun-lla  was  not  willing 
to  deliver  it  over  to  him  )  ;  without  the  slightest,  examination  of  it- 
contents,  he  calumniates  a  person,  and  lies  al»ont  him  thus  scan 
dalously.  This  sufficiently  shows  the  kind  of  disposition  he  is  of, 
and  by  what  spirit  he  is  driven.  Uut  to  tin?  point  :  That  a  letter 
from  a  French  woman,  and  this  indeed  one  of  "  <jualit  v  '  in  ( 'anada, 
was  addressed  to  me  after  my  departure  for  Knijland  ;  and  that  this 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Rev.  Nueella  and  was  opened;  and  that  this 
letter  was  sent  by  the  wife  of  Rev.  Nucvlla  to  her  mother,  .Mr.-. 
Duset,  in  London,  and  was  by  her  handed  to  me, —  this  is  a  fact. 
But  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  it  which  irivcs  the  least  ground  for 
this  vile  and  wicked  slander.  There  is  no  better  defense  than 
the  letter  itself,  and  here  is  a  copy: 

Monsieur:  Sir:  — 

La    paino    dans    la    quolle    j'    ai    ete  Tho  ffriof  in  which  I  have  boon  since 

depuis   votre   depart    de   Canada    M'   a  your   d.-parture   from   Canada   ha*   pre- 

empQchC  de  vous   tenir  la   parolle  quo  ventrd    me    from    keeping   the   promise 

je    vous    donnais    en    parent,       ('otto  uibout    pickled    -almoni    which    I    ^jave 

painc  a  etc  causoe  par  la  inort  do  rnon  yon    on    leaving.     '1'hi-    K'riof   hns    heen 

niary    (niari).     C«-tte   parte  non   s.-ul.--  ca;i-ed    1-y    1  In-   death    of    my    hu-kind. 

nient   rue   fut  fnildier   rm-s   atni>:    mai-  I  hi-i    l»i-n-a\  finciit    not    only    has   made 

je    m'effoia    onblie    moimt'me.     .Ie    .mi is  mi-  foj^ct  my  friend-,  but   I  havo  tried 

ravie    detrouver    1'  occation  des    Fran-  to     foi^i-t    my>rlf.      1    am   delighted   to 

<;ois    (pii    \oiit    en    . \lhanii-    pour    \oii-  lind      an      opportunity,      through      the 

assurer  (|iie  pour  le  p»-u  ipn-  1'  on   fait  l-'rcnchmen    \\lio  are  ^'oiii^'   to   Albany, 

de    retour    aur    moi    memo.    <|iic   je    me  to   a-»ure    vou    that    ho\ve\i-r   little    in 

suis    resouvenuc    du    voyage    (pie   nous  done  for  me.  in  return.  I  ha\e  renn-m- 

avous  fait  ensemble;  je  doute  fort  quo  bored   the  journey   wh'n-b    we  took   to- 

vous  y   ayez   pens*'    <-ar  je   eroi-i    Mon-  Aether.      I   greatly   doubt    whether  you 

sieur  Dellius  trop  gallant    pour  n'axoir  ha\e  thought   of  it.   for   I    believe  tliat 

pas  fait  pour  inov     <e  (|iio  j«-  fait   an-  Mr.   D.-lliu-  i-«  too  gallant   not  to  have 

jourd*  hiu  pour  lui.  a\ee  tant   d'  a^r.'-  done    f.»t    me    what    I    do    thin   day    for 

merit.      ("    assurant     <jue    je     MiU     et  him.  \\ith  *«»  rnueh  ple.mure.     I  annure 

serais  tonte  ma   vie.  him  that   I  am, 

I,a  tn»H  humble  et   (res  Hi-   \'-ry   humble  and   very  obedient 

obte  servante  servant, 

Isacheran    I'aehot.  h.uhiTan  I'uchot. 

89 
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Du  Mont  Royal,  At  Montreal, 

le  26  Juin,   1699.  June  26,  1699. 

Si  j'  avals  Fhonneur  d  otre  comme  (P.  S.)      If  I  had  the  honor  of  being 

de  Madame  Votre  Epouse,  je  1'  assur-  known  to  Madam  your  wife,  I  would 

erais    de   mes   respects.     Je   vous   prie  assure  her  of    my  regard.     I  beg  you 

de  servir  le  porteur  de  ma  lettre,  en  to   be  of  service  to  the  bearer  of  my 

ce    qu'    il    pourroit    avoir   besoin.      Je  letter,   in  whatever  he  stand  in  need  of. 

vous  prie  de  me  dire  des  nouvelles  ue  I  beg  you  to  tell  me  news  of  Roland. 

Rolan,  si  par  votre  moien  je  pouvais  If    by    your    means    I    could    see    him 

le  revoir,  je  vous  en  serois  tr£s  obligee:  again   I   would   be   greatly   obliged  to 

il  y  a  maintenant  bien  des  occasions  you.     There  are  at  present  plenty  of 

de  le  faire,  je  1'  aime  tousjours.     Si  opportunities  to  realize  it:    I  love  him 

vous    trouvez    quelqu'un    qui    voulait  ever. 

Her  commerce  aveo.  moy  j'ay  gey  le  If  you  find  any  one  who  wishes  to 
Sr  De  Laissaigne  D'Esperon,  qui  fait  establish  business  relations  with  me, 
mes  affaires  et  qui  en  mon  absence  I  have  appointed  Mr.  De  Laisseigne 
poura  faire  des  retours  de  ce  qu'  on  D'Esperon,  who  attends  to  my  affairs 
luy  envoyerait,  en  ce  que  vous  jugeries  and  who  in  my  absence  can  make  re 
ft,  propos.  turns  for  what  may  be  sent  him,  as  to 

whatsoever  you  may  deem  apropos. 

Expiana-        To  comprehend  clearlv  the  contents  of  this  letter  it  is  to  be  re- 

tion 

letter?  marked,  that  in  the  year  1698  Mr.  Dellius  set  out  to  Canada  with 
Col.  Schuyler,  after  peace  had  been  made  (The  Peace  of  Kyswyck, 
1697),  between  the  Crown  of  England  and  France,  on  the  public 
affairs  of  the  Province  of  ISTew  York.  This  was  upon  a  Commis 
sion  from  Bellomont.  Arriving  at  Montreal  on  the  19th,  Mons. 
Caillere,  the  Governor  there,  requested  Mrs.  Pachot  and  Mons. 
Asur,  both  of  Kobec  (Quebec)  and  who  were  about  to  proceed  on 
the  journey,  to  wait  one  or  two  days,  and  then  set  out  in  the  com 
pany  of  Col.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Dellius.  This  the  said  lady, 
though  put  to  great  inconvenience  thereby,  as  she  was  in  the  last 
stages  of  pregnancy,  granted  the  Governor ;  and  so  we  set  out  with 
four  canoes,  and  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  on  the 
25th  of  the  same  month.  This  is  what  she  means  when  she  speaks 
of  that  "  voyage  que  nous  a  vous  fait  ensemble  ".  Arrived  at 
Quebec,  she  invited  us  to  lodge  at  her  house,  as  did  also  Mons. 
Asur ;  but  thanking  them  both  for  their  polite  offer,  Col.  Schuyler 
and  Dellius  went  to  lodge  at  an  inn.  During  our  stay  at  Quebec, 
which  lasted  eight  or  ten  days,  we  were  entertained  daily  in  a 
splendid  fashion,  and  among  others,  by  this  Mrs.  or  rather  Mr. 
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Pacliot.  Now  fresh  salm.u  was  served  there.  This  is  a  great 
rarity  in  Xew  York,  and  being  much  praised  by  us,  Mrs.  Pnchot 
promised  that  she  would  send  us  some  pickled  salmon.  This  ex-  • 
plains  how  "la  paine  dans  la  quelle  j  ay  etc  depuis  votre  tic  part 
de  Canada  in1  a  empeche  de  vous  teriir  la  parole  quo  ji  vous  donnais 
en  partant  de  Canada  ".  At  the  same  time  Col.  Schuyler  and 
Mr.  Dellius  boasted,  in  turn,  of  the  oysters  which  are  found  at 
Xew  York,  but  not  in  Canada  ;  also  of  the  great  number  of  lemons, 
oranges,  cocoanuts,  and  such  like  fruits,  which  are  sent  thither 
from  Barbadoes,  Curacoa,  and  other  places.  Of  these  we  had 
taken  some  along  with  us  to  Canada,  and  had  sent  some  pn-ents 
of  them  to  several  persons,  and  promi.-ed  to  send  her  some  at  the 
first  opportunity.  This,  however,  neithi-r  Col.  Schuyler  m-r  1  >ol- 
lius  had  done:  to  this  circnm-fance  these  words  seem  to  refer; 
*  JQ  donte  fort,  que  vous  v  ave/.  pense  ". 

Attached  to  the  letter  are  three  p«-.-t-script.s.  Tin-  tii>t  is  n 
greeting  to  my  wife.  ''J'he  second  expresses  a  request  that  I  .-liquid 
be  of  service  to  the  U-an  r  of  her  letter  on  occa>i.,n,  and  that  one 
Roland  might  return  to  her.  Thi-  Roland  was  an  Kngli-h  l*.v, 
as  other  captives  told  n-.  fourteen  year-  of  a<:e.  He  had  been  cap 
tured  six  years  before  by  the  French  .-:i\  ajje-,  at  a  place  in  Xcw 
England  called  ^  ork,  and  ran-onied  b\-  Mdi^.  1'achot,  and  k«'j»t 
in  the  house  to  assist,  and  to  be  companion  to  their  children. 
Peace  having  at  length  been  rer-t«>red,  ('«.!.  Schuvler  and  Mr.  Del- 
lins  reclaimed,  b\'  their  special  c«>i!irnis-i<«n,  all  captives  taken  (lur 
ing  the  last  war.  On  such  an  occasion,  therefore,  MOM?..  Puehot 
must  also  deliver  up  this  Roland.  Hut,  as  it  was  said  that  hi* 
parents  and  near  relatives  had  lx-i-n  murdered  by  the  savages,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  was  captured,  ?-he  wa.-  hoping  that  he  would 
eome  back  to  her.  Therefore  .-lie  writes:  "  je  VOUH  prie  dc  me 
dire  des  nouvelles  de  Rohm,  si  par  vofn-  moien  je  JK. urn-is  <le  ro- 
voir,  je  vous  en  serais  tres  obligee;  il  y  a  inaint*  mint  bien  <let»  occa 
sions  de  la  faire,  |'e  1  aime  t<-\is  jour-  ".  The  third  jHtttwript  refers 
to  a  kind  of  business  relation  and  corropondcncc  which  this  Mr«. 
Pachot  would  like  to  establish  with  .-ome  merchants  <  f  Albany,  etc. 
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This  letter,  therefore,  much  more  than  refutes  all  the  slanderous, 
and  deliberate  lies,  and  the  manufactured  and  malicious  deductions 
of  Bellomont. 

[The  Friendship  of  Dellius  toward  Jesuits.] 

Answer  to      Furthermore,  he  accuses  me  of  being  an  inciter  and  promoter  of 
charges  of  faction  and  division.     Assertions  and  accusations  are  not  proofs. 

Improper 

friendship  Herein  he  measures  another  man's  cloth  with  his  own  yard-stick. 

with 


>      The  rcply  of  that 

prophet  applies  well  to  Bellomont.  He  is  the  one  who  has  troubled 
(lit.  set  in  an  uproar)  the  country  and  the  church  of  that  whole 
Province.  In  all  his  actions  he  follows  that  pernicious  policy, 
"  divide  et  impera  ". 

He  then  continues  again  thus  with  his  hear-say:  "I  was  told 
before  I  left  England,  that  I  must  not  put  confidence  in  Dellius, 
because  he  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  Jesuits  of  Can 
ada,  and  was  suspected  of  leaning  towards  their  religion  ".  Xow 
he  wants  to  prove  this,  indirectly,  by  a  copy  of  an  intercepted 
letter  from  a  Jesuit  of  Canada,  written  to  one  of  their  mission 
aries,  in  \vhich  this  Jesuit  speaks  in  extravagant  terms  of  the 
friendship  of  Dellius. 

In  view  of  what  he  says  :  "  that  he  was  warned  not  to  put  faith 
in  me  "-  -  how  comes  it  then  that  he  commissioned  me,  together 
with  Col.  Schuyler,  to  negotiate  certain  business  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  with  the  Governor  of  Canada,  and  to  look  out  for  his 
Majesty's  interests.  He  calls  Col.  Schuyler  and  me,  in  his  letter 
dated  at  New  York,  April  22,  1698,  to  Count  Erontenac  the  Gov 
ernor-General  of  Canada,  "  tons  deux  gens  de  condition  et  de 
merite,  pour  vous  marquer  1  estime  que  j  ay  pour  une  personne  de 
votre  rang  ",  etc. 

His  allegation  that  "  I  was  inclined  to  the  Popish  religion  ",  I 
do  not  think  deserves  a  reply  from  me.  I  am  so  far  from  having 
given  any  ground  for  this  suspicion,  which  he  aJleges  to  have 
against  mo,  that  on  the  contrary,  in  the  time  of  the  late  King  James, 
when  all  controversial  preaching  against  Popery  was  forbidden, 
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for  more  than  four  months,  hoth  o,,  Sunday-;  and  weekday^;  never 
theless,  I  preached  on  that  controversy  in  the  church  of  Albany, 
and  held  special  exercises  for  my  memhers  and  growing  youth. 
This  was  in  order  to  arm  the  prop],,  against  the  seduction-  of  three 
English  Jesuits,  Smith,  (iage  and  I  larriso,,.  wl,,,  (.,,uld  >peak  Uth 
French  and  Dutch,  and  who  had  !„„.„  ,,.,„  ,,,,,  ),,.  K'jni,  .j.,,,,,^ 
from  England,  and  resided  at  Alluinv  during  that  period. 

As  to  the  intercepted  letter  in  which  he  says  that  a  .leMiit  meii- 
tions  me  twice,  etc.,  he  makes  an  error  hv  at  lea.-t  ..ju- ;  f,,r  it  is 
three  times;  hut.  in  hear-sav,  one  can  ca-ilv  mi^  ,,n,.  time.  II«-re 
follows  a  copy : 

(This  letter  was  from  Kev.  Father  Laml.erville  t,,  the  liev. 
Father  Mik-t.  'J'lie  English  alone  is  given  in  C'ol.  D.K-S.  N.  V.  iii. 
714.) 

a  (juelx-c  <j  May  1G90  gm-lx-r.   May  »i,   l«i«K). 

Mon  K.   P.  My    Iii-v.    l-'uthi-r:  — 

Dominus  misereatur  tibi  ot  mittat  May  th«-  l.onl  iia\<-  pity  ..n  vou, 
tibi  auxin  dc  sue  sp.  ut  po.-sis  i-orde  an<l  -.,.„,!  you  ai.l  fium  on  lii^'h.  that 
magno  et  aniino  volento  in  Icgc  cjus  y«»u  may  !»«•  al.l.-  \\ith  u  Hir<.n^'  hi-art 
ambulure  die  ac  node,  qnoniam  jipt.  and  willing  mind  to  walk  duv  and 
gluriain  nois  (norninis)  ejtis  mortiti  ni^'ht  in  hi-  lau.  *inrr  y»-u  daily  mor- 
caris  tota  die;  narn  |>i»t.  <-liariUitcni  lily  yoiii>«-li  f(.r  the  jrlcry  of  hin 
tuain  inagnain  in  imlos,  ct  ppt.  salu-  naiin-:  for  y..n  havr  ln-i-oiur  a  primiiKT 
tein  aiarum  (animarum)  captivus  fac'-  on  ar<-ntint  of  \<>ur  ;;ri-at  rhuritv, 
tus  es.  cum  enim  ab  illis  vocatus  es,  to^anln  ih.-  Indian-,  and  for  tlu-wihtt- 
ut  orares  ad  Doininu  pro  ae^rote  inda.  ti"n  of  -oiil-;  f..r  \\inii  \<>u  ««-rr 
tune  ab  illis  raptus  e-,  et  ha<-<-  tuae  cali.-d  hy  th»-m  to  puiy  to  tin-  Ixtnl 
eau  captivitatis;  for  a  -irk  »<|ii.!\\,  t  ln-y  th«-n  t4>ok  vou 

(.ri^ont-r,  and   tin-  i-  th«-  c-aii-M-  of  your 

captivity. 

probe  ~<i-  enim  et  notr  tc-tis  e  Dctis,  ^  on  an*  aware  that  (iod  IN  <•  ir  wit- 
<|d  ({iiaindiu  coi^t  al  i-  -uiiiu-  <  inn  In  m---.  that  a-  Ion;.'  a»  \\(-  hu\<«  hail 
din,  uliiid  nilul  ijiiani  -aliitcm  aiarum  intn  -coin  -••  \\ith  th«-  Indian-.  \vr  had 
(animaruni)  et  paccni  ciini  An^'li-  tu  im  othrr  inti-ntionn  than  thr  wilvation 
c-t  euni  (Jalli-  et  Indi-  intrndiinns  "f  -<.nl-.  and  tin-  •  \iHti-in-r  of  pmrr. 
Veruin  Daemonis  arte  factuni  <•  «-t  in-  as  \\.-ll  with  tin-  Knpli-h  a-  i.,  •  A,,H 
vidia  ut  oia  [oninial  in-tcn-nt  ur  in  t  h<-  I-rmch  and  Indian*;  I  nt  it  h.m 
pcrdition<  in  aiarum  laniinarum)  ipiax  happ«-n«d  that  they  arc  tnrnnt.  by  the 
Christus  suo  n-dcmit  sanguine,  artilii-r  of  tin-  d«-vil  nnd  by  m\y.  to 

tin-   d<--t  Tin  t  ion    of    'h-.-t-    KOII|N    -.-.  In- h 

Chri-t     Jian     r«-«Ieerne<l     with     hin     c.wn 

MoiKl. 
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oremua  cum  et  Anglos  Gallosque  con-  We  pray  that  ho  may  quickly  con- 
ciliat  cito,  eosq.  ab  oi  [oinni]  belloru  ciliate  the  English  and  French  and 
nequitia  liberat,  miseramus  ad  te  p.  free  them  from  the  wickedness  of  wars, 
eum  qu  vocatur  1'outarde  papyrum  et  \Ve  send  you  by  him  who  is  called 
pulverem,  quo  aqua  mixto  conficeras  L  Outarde,  paper  and  powder,  which 
atramentum,  siqu.  posses  ad  nos  cum  when  mixed  with  water,  will  make 
bona  venia  Indorum  scribere,  ink.  Thus  by  permission  of  the  In 

dians,  you  will  be  able  to  write  to  us. 

item  vestes  qt  operireris  et  numma  We  also  send  you  clothes  to  cover 
aurium  ad  emendum  aliquam  oper-  you,  and  golden  coin  for  the  purchase 
turam  laneam  aut  libialia,  aut  aliud  of  a  woolen,  or  any  other  cloak,  or 
quo  indigeres  vestimentum,  sed  nihil  garment  you  may  need.  But  we  have 
ad  nos  relatum  e,  nisi  qd  Doms.  Dell,  no  news,  except  that  Domine  Dellius, 
minister  Albaniensis,  vir  caeteroqu  the  minister  at  Albany,  an  honest 
honestissimus  et  not  (noster)  amicus,  man  and  well  disposed  towards  us, 
dixerit  militi  gallo,  apud  maquenses  told  a  French  soldier,  a  prisoner  among 
indos  captivo,  qd.  ipse  viderit  eas,  the  Mohawks,  that  he  had  seen  the 
quas  ad  te  scripsimus  literas,  easque  letters  we  wrote  you,  and  that  bad 
in  malam  partem  ab  eo  fuisse  inter-  construction  had  been  put  on  them, 
pretatas: 

si  tibi  per  Indos  licuerit  ilium  alloqm,  If  you  have  any  opportunity  to 
contestari  poteris  nihil  an  quam  tale  communicate  with  him  through  the 
a  nobis  excogitatum  fuisse  eum  ab-  Indians,  you  may  assure  him  that  we 
horremus  ab  hujus  flagitius;  caetercen  never  entertained  any  such  thought, 
oro  te,  ut  si  videris  Doininu  Dell  as  we  abhor  crimes  ot  this  nature, 
minister  Albaniensis,  aut  ad  eum  But  I  request,  should  you  see  Domine 
scripseris,  salutes  ea  meo  note;  nam  Dellius,  minister  at  Albany,  or  write 
etai  bellum  sit  Gallos  inter  et  eos  to  him,  that  you  make  him  my  re- 
Anglos,  qm.  stant  a  parte  Regis  An-  spects.  Although  there  may  be  war 
gliae  tanien  amico  semper  au  sumus  between  the  French  and  those  Eng- 
cum  Domino  Dell  utpote  quo  bello  sed  lUh  who  are  opposed  to  the  King  of 
paci  studemus,  England,  nevertheless  we  always  en 

tertain  the  Hame  friendly  dispositions 
'    towards  Domine  Di-llius,  inasmuch  as 

both  of  us  desire  peace  not  war. 

vala,  oramus  Deum,  ut  compositis  cito       Farewell.    We    pray    God,    that   all 
dissidiis  omb.  te  sospitem  iterum  com-    dissensions  being  soon  at  an  end,  we 
plectamur    haec,    summa    votarum    e    may   again  embrace   you   in   safety, 
iterum  vale  et  salve  a  tuo  apud  Indos        This    is    the    sum    of    our    prayers, 
olim  socio  et  vicino,  oOs  te  selutant.    Again  farewell.     From  your  old  com 
panion    and    neighbor   among    the    In 
dians.     All   salute  you. 

A   mon   Reverend   Pere, 
Perc  Millet,  de  la 
Compie  de  Jesus 
A.  Our.ei  8t 
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The  superscription  of  the  letter  was: 

"  A  mon  Rev.  P.  Millet,  de  la  comp.  cle  Jesu  C.,  a  oueat."  The 
lettar  was  not  signed,  but  from  tho  handwriting  was  sufficiently 
well  known  to  be  from  the  Jesuit  .lean  dc  Lamberville. 

This  letter  as  well  as  the  other  will  serve  to  refute  these  things; 
for  there  is  nothing  in  it  from  which  with  the  shadow  of  a  reason 
anything  can  be  deduced  to  my  injury. 


De  Lamberville  deplores  the  misfortune  of  the  Jesuit  Millet  i 

which  befell  him  at   Katarokhoey,    (Cataraugua),   alias  fort  de  Tm*'§  let 

ter. 

Ifrontenac.  Some  savages  came  to  him  and  begged  him  to  go  to 
visit  a  sick  Indian  woman  to  pray  for  her.  \Yhen  they  got  him  be 
yond  the  reach  of  the  guns,  they  bound  him  and  carried  him  cap 
tive  to  Oneida.  Tho  rumor  of  this  having  reached  Canada,  they 
sent  him  thence  some  gold,  for  purchasing  certain  nece-.-itic.-,  and 
also  some  paper,  and  a  certain  powder  for  making  ink.  Kvery- 
thing,  however,  was  taken  away  from  the  bearer  on  the  way;  but 
the  letter  and  the  powder  wen;  brought  to  Albany.  1  translated 
the  letter  word  for  word.  But  certain  one.-,  actuated  by  very  great 
wickedness,  insisted  that  tho  powder  was  poison,  which  had  been 
sent  by  tho  Jesuits  from  Canada  to  poi.-on  our  Indians.  .My  n> 
monstrances  were  of  no  avail.  They  experimental  with  it  on  a 
dog;  and  although  it  had  no  effect,  nevcrthele.-s  many  insi.-tetl  that 
it  must  be  so.  And  although  I  proclaimed  the  great  danger  to 
which  this  captive  Jesuit  would  be  exposed  by  reason  "1  such  a 
report,  if  it  should  come  to  tho  ears  of  the  >avap>,  and  that  I  would 
not  be  responsible  for  it;  yet  it  gave  cause,  through  misunderstand 
ing,  for  that  Jesuit,  dc.  Lamlx-mlle,  to  say  that  1  had  interpreted 
the  letter  with  an  evil  design.  What  has  reference  to  the  saluta 
tion,  etc.,  is  too  petty  to  refer  to. 

[Bellomont's  second  allusion   to  the  land  grants. 

And  his  gall  was  not  yet  s[n-wed  ,,ut.     Although  I  am  no  Jesuit, 
yet  I  must  pass  for  one,  for  he  for-.-s  the  ntM-mbhi 
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brain.  This  land  patent  of  Dellius  lies  very  heavy  on  his  stomach  ; 
and  as  he  cannot  well  digest  it,  he  brings  it  up  again,  and  says 
that  it  (this  tract  of  land)  is  certainly  twice  as  large  as  the  province 
of  Holland,  and  contains  a  million  English  acres. 

mont,  in-        He  does  not  refer  hereby  to  that  grant  of  the  land  of  the  Mak- 
vassen   (Mohawk)  Indians,  in  which  I  am  a  partner  only  to  the 


Patriotic    extent  of  one  fifth  ;  but  to  another  tract,  which  I  possess  alone  and 

design  of 

secuiSngn  which  constitutes  the  separation,  in  the  north  of  this  Province, 
tract!**  between  the  English  and  the  Erench  governments.  Even  were  this 
grant  one  fourth,  less  than  it  is,  it  were  all  the  same  to  me.  Its 
great  extent  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  dominion  of 
the  King  of  England;  or  at  least  to  make  it  (the  territory)  indis 
putable  as  between  him  and  Erance,  which  latter  lays  claim  to  it 
on  her  part.  Bellomont  points  to  this  territory  as  a  proof  of  the 
great  cupidity  of  Dellius.  He  seems  to  forget  his  own  cupidity 
here.  Let  him  only  think  of  that  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  which,  he  expects,  by  agreement,  from  the  pirate, 
(captain)  Kid.  I  myself  have  seen  the  contract  between  him  and 
Kid.  This  without  doubt,  will  be  investigated  in  the  next  Parlia 
ment. 

Bcfio°n  °f  ^*ut  un^er  tne  grass  of  that  land,  another  snake  lies  hidden 
SSon'to1"  with  Bellomont.  It  is  not  so  much  the  extent  of  the  territory,  nor 
'  the  multitude  of  the  acres;  for  there  are  other  grants  which  are 
still  larger  and  twenty  times  more  valuable.  This  tract  (of  Del 
lius)  consists  of  forests,  mountains,  and  cliffs,  and  is  unfit  for  cul 
tivation.  Besides  it  is  far  from  Albany,  even  as  the  Magistrates  of 
Albany  certified  last  year  over  their  own  hands,  because  Bellomont 
made  so  much  noise  about  it.  But  because  masts  (timber  for 
masts)  stand  upon  that  land  —  this  being  the  only  thing  that 
could  be  of  value  —  he  (Bellomont)  would  like  to  have  it  for  him 
self.  He  tried  to  establish  a  commission  for  that  very  purpose  in 
England,  as  appears  even  from  the  newspapers,  for  he  has  written 
in  them  about  it.  And  as  I  am  advised  from  New  York  he  has 
already  caused  about  thirty  masts  to  be  cut  on  that  land  since  my 
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leaving.  Is  he  not  like  Aliah  who  w..uM  thin  n.h  Xuboth  of  his 
vineyard  '. 

[The  testimonials  in  In-half  of  Dellius.j 

His  angry  eye  cannot  Ix-ar  tin-   light   of  the  ti'stiinony  of  the  Tb* 
members  of  the  Albany  church.     I  1,,-ar,  says  he.  that  l)rlliua  has  ?££" 
brought  with  liim  a  very  compivhen.-ive  c,-rt  iticaf  from  certain  b!^'  "D<1 

i  ,.  i   •  .  methyl  of 

members  of  Ins  congregation,  as  to  his  ^reat  pietv,  an«l  unwearied  «*>*•«  in« 

.  .     .  thrtn. 

labor  m  the  work  of  his  ministry,  evi-n  as  if  he  wen-  a  verv  saint; 
and  that  this  is  signed  by  sixty  persons,  (hand-  1.  Hut  ho  adds  bv 
way  of  interpolation  —  "  just  as  1  myself  would  lack  no  signatures 
(hands)  so  long  as  1  could  write;"  just  as  if  1  had  put  du\vn  those 
names  myself.  .But  hero  he  contradicts  himself  very  shamelessly; 
for  how  could  1  have  counterfeited  the  signatures  tjiands;  or  names 
of  so  many  ?.and  how  could  he  say  that  the  "  il-mest  Ihitchmon  " 
of  Albany  informed  him  that  the  testimoiiia  were  signed  by  about 
sixty  persons  (JiandsJ.  Is  not  his  expression  "  lionent  Ihitch- 
men  "  a  mere  phrase  of  his  {  Inasmuch  as  he,  nevertheless,  thinks, 
that  if  it  were  worth  the  pains,  he  would  undertake  to  get  there  live 
times  the  number  of  signatures  ^  hands;  to  certify  that  l)ellius 
was  a  sou  of  Uelial,  etc. 

That  Bellomont  is  ingenious  to  a  superlative  degree  in  the  in-  nH|rt. 
vention  of  sly  tricks  appears   from   an   incident  which   occurred  ?rf?Jroc« 
before  my  departure  from  that  1'rovince.     There  were  drawn  up  t«-«tit« 

J          l 


against  him  between  thirty  and  forty  articles,  and  sent  to  England.    'ir"rf 


t« 

In 

rllrllj 

.Now  in  order  to  pass  for  a  better  man  at  (  'ourt,  ^than  these  charges 
represented),  a  certain  paper  was  drawn  up  by  himself  or  »omo 
of  his  creatures,  in  which  he  wa»  extravagantly  praised.  A  goodly 
number  of  simple-minded  persons  were  made  to  sign  this  under 
this  special  pretext:  that  the  paper  had  no  concern  witli  Ijelloinont, 
but  that  each  one  signed  it  in  order  to  signify  thereby  his  foulty 
to  his  present  Majesty.  This  these  simple-minded  people  ghidly 
did,  without  any  further  examination,  e-prrially  tin*!-  who  did 
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not  understand  the  English  language.  In  this  manner  he  secured 
a  large  number  of  signers.  In  order  further  to  swell  it,  also  boys 
signed  it  of  eleven  and  twelve  years,  until  at  last  the  thing  was 
discovered.  Whether  he  would  succeed  so  well  in  his  undertaking 
(to  get  five  times  the  number  of  signers)  against  me,  I  cannot  so 
readily  believe. 

SUster          That  one  thing  should  be  stated  and  resolved  on,  and  the  oppo- 
ingsof       site  be  noted    down,  and  even    formally  written    out,   (protocol- 

Bello-  Vr 

mont.  leeren),  is  likewise  part  of  his  policy.  Col.  Bayard  and  Col. 
Minvielle,  when  they  were  both  yet  members  of  the  Royal  Council 
in  that  Province,  found  this  to  be  so,  and  caused  their  protest 
against  such  a  course  to  be  recorded.  He  seems  therefore  to  be  an 
adept  at  sinister  intrigues,  and  manages  them  in  a  masterly 
manner. 

That  he  calumniates  Dellius  as  a  son  of  Belial,  etc.,  is  a  suffi 
cient  evidence  that  his  corrupt  mind  does  nothing  but  throw  slime 
and  mud.  But  I  am  not  the  only  one  (that  has  suffered).  In  a 
certain  anonymous  and  slanderous  writing,  printed  at  Boston 
shortly  after  his  arrival  in  K"e\v  York,  of  which  he  is  regarded  as 
the  author  —  at  least  to  him  and  no  one  else  the  printed  copies 
were  cent  —  he  calls  all  the  Protestant  ministers  of  this  Province, 
in  order  to  justify  Leisler's  proceedings  against  them,  Baal's 
priests,  Popish  trumpets,  Jacobites,  and  men  disaffected  towards 
the  King  and  his  government;  and  whatever  else  the  spirit  of  slan 
der  urged  him  to  say;  so  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  employs 
such  like  vituperative  terms  (against  me). 

a5y  o?the     ^n  passing  I  can  say  at  least  this,  about  all  the  ministers,  myself 

to  wn-      included ;  that  we  during  Bellomont's  administration,  as  well  as 

llam  III. 

during  those  of  the  preceding  Governors,  subscribed  the  Associa 
tion  (Fraternity  of  Loyal  Men)  and  took  the  usual  oaths  for  the 
protection  of  the  King's  person  and  government.  This  was  not 
the  act  of  Jacobites.  Besides,  what  person  of  the  Reformed  Faith, 
and  especially  what  minister  (of  that  faith),  would  not  show  the 
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highest  esteem,  love,  fealty  and  reverence,  lor  a  Prince  who  has 
been  so  blessed  an  instrument,  in  tin-  Almighty's  hand.  for  the 
preservation  of  Protestant  intcrcst>.  My  prayer  shall  always  as 
cend  to  God  for  his  preservation,  ami  that  God  would  grant,  that 
the  shadow  of  his  gracious  scepter  may  always  serve  as  a  refuge 
of  the  oppressed,  and  as  an  asylum  for  God's  persecuted  church. 

Before  he  concludes  his  letter,  la-  sneaks  vet  nirain  of  his  "  lion-  *•«**?• 

tlOOB  tO 

est  Dutchmen  ",  who  constitute  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  popu- JJj  p5c 
lation,  and  who  were  greatly  oppressed  under  tin-  la.-t  administra 
tion.  But  among  these  "  Honest  Dutchmen  "  Bayard  and  Dcllius 
must  not  be  reckoned,  as  they  were  in  ci.llu.-ii-n  with  the  late  Gov 
ernor,  (Fletcher),  in  order  to  tyranni/.e  over  their  brethren,  the 
"  Honest  Dutchmen  ". 


The  many  addresses  from  the  inhabitants  —  In-th  from  church  rhartclrr. 
officials  and   from  the  civil  <  flicers  in  the  Province,  and  even  from  nVu-'brr. 
his  so-called  ki  Honest  Dutchmen  "•  —  to  thi.-  very  worthy  Governor 
(Fletcher)  ;  and  the  flourishim:  condition  ,,f  the  ( 'ity  of  New  York. 
(its  extension  north  of  Wall  street  ),  notwithstanding  the  la-t  war; 
and    his    (Fletcher's.)    careful    prudence   and   experienced    wisdom 
in   protecting  the  country   again-t   Inutile  assaults  on   the  part  of 
both   Christians    and    -avaire-:   all    fhi.-   sufficiently 
(Fletcher)    was   no   tyrant,   but    rather  acted   the   part   of  a   father 
towards   his    Majostv'.-   -ubjects.      Hi-    II«n«r   \\a.-   even   given   the 
name  of  "  Father"  by  the  wh«  le  communif\. 

treme  end  of  hi-  finger,  more  conscience  and  piety,  than  Itclloinont 
has  in  his  whole  body.  1  esteem  it  a  great  honor  t.  In-  placed  in 
comparison  with  that  gentleman. 

Furthermore,   he   pretend-    that   1 
"  Hom^t    Dutchmen  ".      Uut    lio- 

what  grounds  were  laid  for  it,  by  that  -urn  promised  and  granted, 
of  sixteen  hundred  pound*.  1-  not  all  thi-  already  only  t.-.  well 
known  >  It  matters  little,  ho<  ever,  that  he  .M,eaks  of  his  having 
been  honored  by  her  Hiirhne-.  and  later  by  her  MajeMy,  in  being 
made  steward  and  trea-urer.  1-y  her.  etc. 
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Bus 
pe 

from 


In  regard  to  the  latter  office,  he  so  conducted  himself  that  her 
nded      Majesty>    (Mary  who  died  in  1696,)   of  glorious  memory,   dis- 
offlce.        graced  and  dismissed  him  from  office,  on  account  of  his  evil  and 

About  to     ' 

ponded  in  ungrateful  conduct.      Si  ingratum  dixeris,  omnia  dixeris. 

He  concludes  the  letter,  as  it  seems,  in  good  expectation  of  con 
tinuing  longer  in  that  post  as  Governor.  But  when  he  wrote  it,  My 
Lord  (Somers?)  was  still  chancellor,  and  he  upheld  him  with  his 
credit  and  authority.  This  Lord  was  also  a  partner  with  him 
(Bellomont)  in  the  voyage  which  Kid  had  undertaken.  But  after 
the  changes  which  have  recently  occurred  in  those  high  offices ; 
and  his  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  had  reached  the  Court 
and  the  very  ears  of  his  Majesty;  I  am  informed  by  many  that 
he  (Bellomont)  has  been  summoned  to  defend  himself;  to  give 
an  account  of  his  chief-partnership  with  the  Pirate  Kid.  This 
was  the  intention  of  the  request  of  Parliament,  at  the  last  session, 
which  was  addressed  to  his  Majesty.  It  was  neither  to  pardon 
Kid,  nor  to  bring  him  to  justice,  until  that  illustrious  House  had 
secured  further  information  about  the  whole  matter.  It  seems  that 
Bellomont  heard  something  of  this ;  for  in  a  letter  recently  written 
to  the  ex-Chancellor,  and  intercepted,  or  at  least  opened,  he  re 
flects  severely  on  Parliament  and  on  Mr.  Howe,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  same. 

At  nearly  the  close  of  his  letter  he  says  something  again  about 
a  personal  hatred  of  Dellius  against  his  Majesty,  etc.  If  only 
calling  names  is  needed,  nobody  can  remain  an  honest  man  any 
longer,  if  any  evil  minded  person  so  desires.  But  all  this  has  been 
already  abundantly  answered  in  the  foregoing.  In  all  this,  it  is 
with  him  as  it  is  always  with  empty  casks;  they  rattle  the  loudest. 

th1?fet-0f  I  nave  deemed  it  necessary  to  draw  up  this  document  for  my 
vindication,  as  well  as  for  the  refutation  of  Bellomont's  slanderous 
and  lying  letter,  together  with  all  these  diatribes  of  his.  I  might 
have  remained  "negative  affirmanti  cnim  incumbit  probatio  ";but 
this  document  serves  as  a  proof  that  within  the  entire  compass  of  his 
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actions,  there  have  been  nothing  hut  deceit,  hatred,  envy,  revenge, 
joined  with  his  own  self-interests.  This  could  U-  verv  clearlv 
proved  in  all  its  circurastantialities,  wen-  it  not  that  the  rending  of 
it  would  he  too  tcxlions. 

I  doubt  not   hut   that  this  replv  will  h««  satisfactorv  to  the  Rev   *"\"m°' 
r,i         ......  '  from  ill 

llassis;  especially  it  the  (Llassis  will  he  pleased,  as  I  herebv  make  jjJJJJJJJ 

request  of  it,  to  consider  all  the  report-  which  your  Reverences  thJ?*1 
have  received  troiu  me  from  time  to  time;  and  also  the  dismissal 
which  my  church  gave  me,  as  well  as  its  letter  to  the  Kev.  Classi?. 
These  suffice  for  me  as  a  minister.  Hut  yet  in  addition  there  are 
the  testimonia  from  the  Dutch,  Knglish  and  French  ministers,  and 
their  Consistories;  and,  superfluous  perhaps,  the  testimonies  of  a 
considerable  numher  of  the  principal  merchants  of  N'ew  York,  who 
are  sufficiently  well  known,  hoth  hy  name  and  reputation,  not  onlv 
in  England  hut  in  Holland.  Finallv  there  is  a  petition  from  the 
members  of  the  church  of  Alhany,  a-,  well  as  from  tin-  (  Indian) 
converts  from  among  the  heathen,  who  have  hegired  me  to  return. 

The  originals  I  showed  last  year  to  the  M<  —  r-.  Deputies,  and 
left  copies  of  them  with  them:  hecaiiH-  in  Kngland  I  might  tind 
the  originals  of  u>e.  'I'his  is  the  ca-e  even  now,  as  these  originals 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Mes-r-.  I.odnwick  and  lleythuisen, 
members  of  the  ( 'onsistnry  of  the  I  )ut<-li  (  'hurdi  of  London. 

And   if  anvone  desires   testimonials  as  to  mv  conduct   and   be- |)llirr 

«  •  trutimo- 

havior  fr-nu  t.hose  who  were  «_rovernoi>  during  my  residence  in  i!,*h"aii"D 
that  Province,  thev  can  he  had.  The  (  'la>-i-  has  alreadv  had  a 
letter  from  ('«.!.  Kleteher  about  me.  He  i>  now  in  Ireland,  at 
Dublin.  Lord  Limerick  i  Thonia>  Donga n  )  and  Sir  Kdmund 
Andros,  (both  g«.»vernors  durinir  mv  stav  in  New  York)  arc  now 
in  London.  There  is  also  Col.  Dudley,  who  was  formerly  Presi 
dent  (of  the  Council)  of  that  Province.  He  is  at  present  Lieuten 
ant-Governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  resides  there.  Further 
information  about  me  can  be  had  from  all  of  these  pernon*. 

I  must  confess  that  this  sort  of  experience  is  a  very  |x>or  reward 
for  the  good  service  I  have  done  for  the  Church  of  (tod,  and  in 
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behalf  of  his  Majesty;  I,  who  established  a  church  outside  of 
my  own  bounds,  even  among  the  heathen,  and  thereby  kept  them 
in  true  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  England.  But  I  have  carried 
away  with  me  from  that  country,  as  a  prize,  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience.  And  if  now  I  must  endure  honor  or  dishonor, 
evil  or  good  report,  I  have  as  my  examples  the  first  Reformers,  the 
Apostles,  and  even  the  Lord  himself.  I  shall  therefore  consider 
myself  comforted  by  his  benediction,  when  men  despise  and  per 
secute  me  and  speak  all  manner  of  evil  against  me,  falsely.  I 
trust  that  God  himself  will  be  my  reward. 

G.  Delliua. 
Written  at  Antwerp, 

October  21,  1700. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  John  Peter  Xucella  to  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
October  24,  1700.  Portfolio  "  Xew  York  ",  Vol.  i.  Extracts, 
xxi.  421. 

Kingstown,  October  24,  1700. 

Reverend,  Pious  and  Highly  Learned  Sirs,  My  Brethren  in 
Christ: —  The  following  serves  in  reply  to  your  very  agreeable  let 
ter  of  March  29,  (1700.),  which  reached  me  July  25.  As  I  under 
stood  from  the  bearer  of  the  letter  that  Revs.  Lydius  and  Freerman 
were  already  on  their  way  to  Albany,  but  had  not  yet  passed  Eso- 
pus,  I,  according  to  a  previous  resolution  of  Consistory,  on  the  next 
day,  repaired  thither  with  an  Elder  and  Deacon.  I  arrived  at  Al 
bany  on  Saturday  afternoon.  About  three  hours  after  our  arrival, 
the  said  two  ministers  also  arrived.  I  noticed  that  most  of  the  con 
gregation  were  not  a  little  taken  with  Rev.  Freerman,  who,  aside 
from  his  personal  merits  and  worthiness,  had  been  recommended 
to  them  by  the  friend  of  William  Bancker.  The  time  was  then 
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(Saturday  afternoon)  too  short  to  examine  the  credentials  of  both. 
Nevertheless,  to  prevent  the  disappointment  which  the-  g,*,,!  JH-O. 
pie  would  undoubtedly  have  felt,  il"  the>e  two  new  gentlemen 
had  not  eaeh  of  them  heen  offered  the  pulpit  at  mice,  1  a-kcd  them 
in  the  name  of,  and  by  the  unanimous  wi-h  of  the  Con.M-torv.  that 
they  would  be  pleased  to  hold  forth  on  the  next  dav,  Sunday;  Kev. 
Lydis  (Lydius)  in  the  morning,  and  Kev.  Freerman  in  the  after 
noon.  But  it  was  to  be,  well  understood  by  each  of  them,  that 
neither  of  them  should  preach  an  inMallati<>n  .-ennon.  This  plan 
was  also  accepted  and  carried  out.  After  these  >ervic«-s,  Messrs 
Lydius  and  Freeriuan  handed  over  their  papers  and  letters  to  me. 
All  the  members  of  the  Great  Consi.-ti.ry  were  also  re«jueMed  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  acting  Consistory,  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell  on  Monday  morning,  at  the  usual  parsonage.  There,  1  .showed 
to  them,  besides  the  certificates  ami  calls  of  each  «-f  the  ministers, 
also  the  original  (principal)  of  the  .-econd  written  re<pie>t  of  the 
Consistory.  This,  the  Kev.  Freerman  had  brought  with  him. 
This  having  been  read,  it  accorded  fully  with  it-  copy,  except  only 
that  in  the  original,  was  written  at.  the  top,  the  name  of  William 
Bancker,  which  was  not  in  the  copy.  The  copy  begins  tliu-*: 
Messieurs:  the  copy  ends  in  the  same  uay,  Mc.-.-irurs.  \<t\\r  «•!•. 
ent  servants,  the  Kldi-rs  and  I)cncon-.  •  t<-.  The  original  iM-^in-* 
and  ends  thus  also,  except  that,  at  the  Irt-L'inning.  it  read- :  M- 
sieurs  William  Hancker,  the  addn-s-,  neverthelcs-.  IM-JIIL'  t-»  "  F.  F. 
Levinir  van  Schayck  en  \\'illem  Ilancker".  HereujM.n  all  tho  ex- 
Consistory  members,  to  the  number  of  thirty  per-oii-,  lie1 
table,  to  look.  They  \veiv  also  shown  a  letter  from  William 
Bancker,  which  he  had  written  ami  .-iiriu-d  with  his  own  hand. 
This  referred  to  the  expenses  of  the  calling  of  !!•• 
His  ( Bancker V)  name  a>  written  there,  was 
name  as  written  in  the  original.  Then-  resembled  each  other  *«> 
perfectly,  in  every  letter  and  characters-tic,  that  no  difference 
could  at  oil  be  discerned.  Fvery  one  l.-.kcd  I-IIL'  at  thnn.  and  wa.-» 
silent.  Hereupon  I  caused  to  be  called  u  e.-rtai 
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ston,  who  had  written  this  oft-mentioned  original.  When  he  came 
in,  he  acknowledged  that  all  that  was  written  in  the  original  was 
in  his  own  handwriting,  but  not  the  name,  Willem  Bancker. 
Thereupon  the  oath  was  administered  to  him,  in  the  presence  of 
all,  by  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler,  his  Majesty's  Councilor,  and  at  pres 
ent  also  an  Elder.  In  addition  the  oath  was  administered  to  Mr. 
Cuyler,  at  present,  a  Deacon.  He  declared  that  he  had  been  pres 
ent,  and  had  carefully  observed  when  Livingston  wrote  this  original, 
but  without  the  name.  And  inasmuch  as  a  question  was  raised 
by  the  ex-Consistorymen,  who  contended  for  Rev.  Freerman,  and 
for  the  respect  due,  as  well  as  the  great  wisdom  and  piety  of  Wil 
liam  Bancker,  whether  possibly  the  letters  had  not  been  at  once 
sealed  after  they  were  written,  and  that  therefore  this  name  might 
have  been  inserted  afterwards  by  some  one  else;  it  was  therefore 
asserted  by  two  under  oath,  and  sworn  upon  the  Bible,  that  imme 
diately  after  they  were  written,  they  were  sealed  and  despatched 
•  from  Albany.  Finally  one  of  the  old  Consistory  stated,  under 
oath,  that  he  had  handed  the  same  as  he  had  received  them,  sealed, 
to  Mr.  John  de  Peyster  in  Xew  York.  All  these  and  still  other 
motions  having  been  passed,  I  proposed,  in  the  name  of  the  entire 
active  Consistory  that  the  Rev.  Lydius  should  be  declared  the  law 
ful  minister  of  Albany.  To  this  however,  a  large  part  of  the  Great 
Consistory  would  not  consent.  They  said  that  they 'should  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing.  But  this  did  not  meet  with  our  ap 
proval,  and  was  refused,  and  as  they  were  not  to  be  moved  by  any 
kind  of  argument,  they  adjourned  without  effecting  anything. 

In  the  afternoon,  two  of  the  active  Consistory,  made  a  proposi 
tion  through  a  committee  of  two,  to  Rev.  Freerman,  whether  he 
were  not  disposed  to  locate  at  Schenectady,  in  case  that  church  had 
a  liking  for  him  and  would  call  him;  and  to  this  end  they  would 
do  their  best.  He  replied  in  the  affirmative,  saying  that  he  was 
perfectly  disposed  to  do  so.  Afterward,  however,  he  was  incited 
and  upheld  by  the  opposing  party,  and  he  refused  altogether  to 
abandon  Albany.  But  a  little  later  coming  to  us,  he  appealed  to 
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the  lawfulness  of  his  call,  placing  il  on  a  level,  in  legalitv  and 
validity,  with  the  call  of  Lydius.  But  the  contrary  of  this  was  MN.II 
manifested,  and  proved  to  him.  This  was  done  so  completely  that 
Freerman  now  protested  his  own  innocence,  and  that  he  could  not 
help  it;  that  William  Baneker  had  d«>ne  this  wrong,  and  had  1*-- 
t rayed  him,  (caused  him  to  fall  throiiirh  the  ha-ket  I.  and  placed 
him  in  this  false  position,  i  schuld  i.  l.y  reason  of  a  word. 

On  Tuesday  forenoon  the  a«-tive  Consistory  summoned  the  en 
tire  congregation,  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  settlement  of  it,  (to 
fill  up  the  measure  full  for  them),  to  meet  at  the  parsonage.  T 
was  not  present  at  this  meeting.  They  wanted  to  a-certain  what 
thev  would  promise  for  Rev.  Freerman.  and  whether  he  could  l>e 
maintained  as  a  second  minister.  But  tlii-  meeting  was  fruitless 
and  without  success.  Some  held  i>nl\  to  their  former  pledge,  for 
one  minister:  others  would  indeed  pledge  more,  hut  would  not 
sign,  unless  the  two  ministers  were  plaei-d  ,,n  the  .-aim-  footing, 
and  they  could  sign  for  hoth  togrth.-r.  In  the  afternoon,  in  my 
presence,  the  Consistory  continued  ami  accepted  Rev.  Lydius  a- 
their  lawful  pastor.  They  inducted  him  into  the  parsonage,  and 
requested  him  to  have  his  in-tallatioii  sermon  ready  tor  the  fol 
lowing  Sunday.  All  thi-  was  done,  although  the  opponents,  ni'-an- 
while,  made  great  threats  as  to  what  they  vould  do  through  my 
lord,  (the  Governor).  Hut  hi-  Kxcclleiicy.  ..n  coming  to  Alhany. 
did  not  wish  to  tnnihle  him-elf  with  their  church-ipiurn-l.  and  left 
the  matter  as  it  wa>.  Thereupon  tin-  Rev.  Fn-erman  was  called 
hy  the  church  of  Schenectady.  which  call  he  al-o  ae.-rpt.nl. 
soon  i»reached  hi-  installation  MTIIIOII,  hut  without  n-gard  u> 
Church-Order.  This  R« -v.-n-nd  Sir-  and  Brethren,  i.  what  I  have 
dot-Hied  it  necessary  and  proper  to  make  known  to  you.  ( 'oinmend- 
ingyou  to  God  and  the  Word  of  Hi-  <ira.-e,  I  remain, 

Keverend.    1'ious  and    Highly    Learned  Sirs,  and    Bret 

in  ( 'hri.-t, 

Yours,  etc. 

.1.  P.  Nmvlla. 

90 
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LORDS  or  TRADE  TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY. 

To  the  most  Reverend  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

My  Lord: — The  Earl  of  Bellomont  having  several  times  represented  unto  us  the 
great  want  of  some  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  to  instruct  our  Five 
Nations  of  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  and  prevent  them  being  practised 
upon  by  the  French  priests  and  Jesuits,  who  are  conversant  amongst  them,  and 
very  industrious  in  perswading  them  by  pretences  of  religion,  to  espouse  the  French 
interest:  We  have  therefore  represented  to  their  Excellencies,  the  Lords  Justices, 
our  humble  opinion  that  if  a  fund  can  be  found  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
ministers,  they  may  be  of  very  great  use  and  service,  as  well  for  the  propagation 
of  the  Reformed  religion,  as  for  improving  the  interest  of  England. 

We  have  also  lately  received  from  his  Lordship  some  further  advice  upon  the 
same  subject,  of  which  we  send  Your  Grace  the  Inclosed  extract;  desiring  Your 
Grace  would  be  pleased  to  consider  of  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  for  the 
promoting  of  so  good  a  work,  We  are, 

Your  Graces  most  humble  servants, 

(signed)  Stamford 

Wm.  Blathwayt 

Whitehall,  October  Jno.   Poliexfen 

25,  1700.  Abr.    Hill 

Geo.  Stepney 
Mat.   Prior. 

We  have  recommended  the  same  thing  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London. —  Col.  Docs. 
N.  Y.  iv.  769. 

LORDS  OF  TRADE  TO  BELLOMONT. 

1700,   Oct.  30. 

Wee  have  considered  all  the  papers  received,   with  the  last  of 

your  forementioned  letters,  relating  to  the  Indians;  and  though  we  hope  the  care 
already  taken  here,  upon  the  first  Intimation  of  an  insurrection  designed  by  them 
or  others,  and  the  arrival  accordingly  of  the  recruits,  cloathing,  presents,  money 
etc.,  at  New  Yorke,  will  long  ere  this  time,  by  your  Lordship's  good  management 
have  alter'd  the  state  of  those  affairs;  yet  we  have  now  made  a  further  use  of 
those  papers,  by  sending  extracts  of  what  relates  to  the  want  of  ministers,  to  His 
Grace,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  that  they 
may  take  it  into  consideration;  and  are  also  at  the  same  time  taking  what  care  wee 
can  otherwise,  that  something  may  be  effectually  done  therein.  Wee  have  likewise 
sent  extracts  of  what  relates  to  the  practices  of  the  French  amongst  our  Indians 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Vernon,  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty,  that  orders  may  be  pro 
cured  from  the  French  Court  for  the  preventing  of  such  like  practices  for  the 
future. —  Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  iv.  772. 

BISHOP  OF  LONDON  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 
Endorses  Dellius. 

1700,  Nov.  1. 
To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantation. 

My  Lords: —  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  just  care  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  has  ex 
pressed  for  the  conversion  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  I 
had  five  Apostles  for  them.  But  you  may  be  assured  I  will  make  It  my  business 
to  find  out  fit  persons  for  the  w'ork,  when  I  can  know  how  they  shall  subsist.  It 
was  a  great  unhapplness  that  Domine  Dellius,  a  Dutch  Minister  In  Albany,  fell 
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under  hi.  Lordship".  displeasure;  for  he  was  the  only  man  that  un^ntood  how  to 
converse  with  the  Mohacks.  of  whom  „,  had  ronrerte0  B,.v,.ral  to  th,  „,„,,„ 
embracing  of  the  Christian  Faith;  and  had  gained  .„,„  .n  Intere-t  In  them  a. 
proved  of  great  service  ami  security  to  ,h,  whole  colony.  Hut  he  I.  b.nl.hed 
Another  thing  I  would  humbly  suggest,  that  since  there  U  .till  »o  much  need  of 
emissary*,  His  Lordship.  If  hi,  Commission  ,loe.  not  atreadv  lmp<,wer  hlni  m,fht 
have  a  new  one,  to  rail  ,iu.  gentlemen  ,,f  New  England  t,,  R(l  n,,  ount  how  th,r 
have  bestowed  that  considerable  yearly  revenue,  which  wan  given  for  thU  v.-ry 
purpose  from  ,helr  first  planting.  However  I  shnll  most  readily  obey  your  com 
mands  In  this  or  whatever  else  may  l,e  In  tint  power  <.f 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient   humMe  servant 
1   Nov.   17DO. 

II.    London  • 

—  Col.    I)oc«.    N.    Y.   Iv.   774. 


KARL  <HF   UKLLOMONT   TO   THE    LOKIK   I»F    TKADE. 


New  York,  2Sth  Xovember  17m. 


Mr  Livingston  assured  me  that  to  his  knowledge  there  wn*  a  part  <,r  league 
between  Coll.  Sehuyler.  Major  Wessels.  Mr.  IieHlim  the  late  Mlnlnter  <.f  Albany, 
and  as  he  thought  one  Hunker  made  the  fourth  man.  and  H..HH>  -,f  the  principal 
Sachems  of  the  Five  Nations,  whereby  those  Sadiem*  obliged  t  hein--l\  .-H  to  tranmi«-t 
nothing  of  business  without  the  privity  and  approbation  of  tho*e  four  men:  and 
that  they  had  made  several  presents  to  the  leading  Surhemn  nt  the  Hint:'*  charge. 
Those  four  men  and  one  Tinhorn  were  they  that  Coll.  Fletcher  granted  the  Mohark  • 
land  to. 


The  twenty  four  masts  I  have  articled  for  will  nerve  a  tlrnt  and  ni»cnnd  rate  man 
of  war;  the  biggest  In  Mr.  Taylor's  contract  wan  thirty  neven  Indie*  diameter,  a* 
your  Lordships  will  see  In  the  paper  of  his  price*  which  |  -,  nt  you  with  mr  Bald 
letter  of  the  2'Jnd  of  June.  I  have  agreed  for  two  ma*t»  of  forty  Indie*  dlainrtrr 
which  will  be  a  rarity  when  sent  home.  These  pines  I  fancy  will  be  found  to  grow 
on  Mr.  Delllus's  grant  In  partnership  with  Coll.  Schtiyler.  Major  \Ve»iu-II».  Captain 
Hanker  and  Mr.  I'lnhorn:  therefore  It  behovei  vonr  Lord-hip  to  get  thnt  A«M  con 
firmed  by  the  King,  which  vacated  some  of  Fletcher's  grnnt*. 


If  It  were  not  for  Coll.  Fletcher's  Intolerable  corrupt  nHIIng  away  the  landa  of 
this  Trovlnce,  It  would  outthrlve  the  Massachuxcttn  Trovlnce  and  quickly  outdo* 
them  In  people  and  trade.  The  people  are  so  cramped  here  for  want  «»f  land  that 
several  families  within  my  own  knowledge  and  obHervatloii  are  removed  to  the  new 
country  (a  name  they  give  to  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jernlen.)  for.  to  us*  Mr. 
(iraham's  expression  to  me  and  (hat  often  repeated  too,  what  mnn  will  be  *uch  • 
fool  to  become  a  base  tenant  to  Mr.  DellluN,  Coll.  Hchtiyler.  Mr  LMng«to,,  (*nd  »,. 
he  ran  througlfthe  whole  role  of  our  mighty  landgravem  when  for  cr.»«*lng  II  .•!«.:.• 
river  that  man  can  for  a  song  purchase  a  good  freehold  In  the  Jemle*?  Hut  Mr. 
Grahnua  has  since  changed  his  note  and  tnrn'd  tall;  but  hi*  bring  fnU-  to  the  King 
does  not  make  the  breaking  all  thewe  grant*  le«*  h<>nent  or  leu*  nrce**ary  for  th* 
publlck  good.— Col.  I>ocs.  X.  Y.  Iv.  7M.  7H3.  7ST,.  7'.M. 


Dr.  Henry  Compton.     He  died  July  7,  1713. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Concerning  the  Call  of  Rev.  Verdieren. 

1700,  Dec.  6th. 

The  letter  which  was  expected,  whereof  see  the  acta  of  July  5, 
1700,  was  sent  over  to  our  Classis  by  certain  members  of  the  Con 
sistory  of  Xew  York.  It  was  read  by  Rev.  Zegers.  It  told  of  the 
calling  of  Rev.  Hieronymus  Verdieren,  about  which  indeed  they 
complained  on  account  of  certain  improprieties  connected  there 
with.  At  the  same  time  they  declared,  that  since  they  are  well 
satisfied  with  Rev.  Gualterus  du  Bois,  they  gladly  forgive  and 
forget  all  that  went  before.  With  this  the  Rev.  Classis  regards  the 
affair  as  settled,  and  therefore  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  render  a 
decision  whether  said  call  was  lawful  or  not.  The  brethren  of  the 
committee  will  write  only  -that  which  will  serve  towards  the  peace 
of  the  church  (of  Xew  York.)  viii.  339  ;  xix.  261. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Xether- 
land  Reformed  Church  at  Xew  York,  Dec.  6,  1700.    xxvii.  268. 

Our  Classical  Assembly  has  received  at  different  times,  two 
letters:  the  one  from  Rev.  Seleins  and  several  others,  members 
of  your  Church ;  and  the  second  from  Elder  Peister  and  four  other 
brethren.  We  learn  from  these  letters  that  God  has  been  pleased 
to  bless  your  call  of  Rev.  (Gualterus)  du  Bois  with  happy  results; 
for  lie  himself  personally,  as  well  as  his  services,  are  acceptable 
to  the  Consistory  and  the  congregation.  While  this  has  been  highly 
gratifying  to  us,  yet  some  sorrow  is  engendered,  since  we  perceive 
that  there  still  remains  an  evil  residue  of  the  difficulties  and  strifes 
which  previously  existed.  Our  Assembly  has  therefore  debated, 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  demand  from  the  complaining 
brethren,  the  documents  and  proofs  upon  which  they  think  the 
justice  of  their  complaint  rests.  We  have,  however,  come  to  the 
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conclusion   that   this   might   only    increase   the  alienation.      They 
therefore  propose  the  following  as  the  way  to  peace: 

Inasmuch  as,  through  Clod's  gnu-ions  guidance,  your  course  of 
action  has  led  to  this  good  result  —  that  you  have  obtained  a  min 
ister  to  the  common  satisfaction  of  all;  jluit  therefore,  all  former 
difficulties  ought  not  to  he  so  much  as  thought  of  henceforth,  much 
less  ought  anyone  to  open  his  mouth  to  recall  anything  which 
might  disturb  the  j>eace ;  that  everv  one,  forgetting  the  things  that 
are  behind,  ought  to  spend  all  his  strength  in  advancing  what  may 
conduce  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  churches.  On  such  a  course 
as  this,  which  would  be  for  the  Uist  interest  of,  and  most  salutary 
to  your  Zion,  our  Assembly  wishes  the  Most  High  may  bestow  his 
blessing.  Our  Classis  is  very  grateful  for  the  announcement  of 
the  good  condition  of  your  church,  and  prays  for  the  increasing 
growth  of  your  prosperity.  We  commend  you  to  (lod  and  the  word 
of  his  grace. 

In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  ( 'lassis  of  Amsterdam,  Your  breth 
ren  ami  obedient  friends  and  servants. 

The  Deputati  ad  res   Maritimas. 

I.amhertus   Zeeger.-,    Y.D.M.      Amstelod. 

Adrian  Yun  Oestrum.  Kccles.     Amstclod. 

.Johannes  de  Yries,   Kccles.      Nurdensis. 

Extracts  from   Defence  of   R«-v.    Dellius  against    Mylonl    P.cllo- 

mont. 

17<K),  IW.  r.th. 

A  long  paper  wa-  read  by  Rev.  President,  drawn  up  by  Rev. 
Dellius,  now  minister  at  the  Olyfla-rg.  (at  Antwerp.  )  This 
intended  to  justify  himself  against  the  manifold,  and  severe  accu 
sations  contained  in  a  letter  of  Mylonl  P,e||oiM..nt.  written  to  our 
Classical  Assembly.  It  wa.-  revived  that  although  this  liad  Uvn 
postponed  so  long,  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Maritinuis  >hould  now 
answer  his  Lordship's  communication,  in  very  courteous  terms, 
indeed,  but,  also  actually  to  send  over  an  extract  from  the.  alwve 
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mentioned  paper  (of  Dellius)  ;  but  all  this  must  be  conducted  with 
great  prudence.  In  case  Mylord  Bellomont  should  be  pleased  to 
allege  anything  more  against  Rev.  Dellius,  his  Lordship  shall  be 
informed  by  the  Brethren,  that  he  is  no  longer  under  our  judica- 
tory,  but  under  the  Christian  Synod  of  South  Holland,  viii.  340; 
xix.  201. 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TQ  SECRETARY  YERXOX. 

New  York  the  6th  December,  1700. 


The  trouble  of  this  usage  makes  me  very  Indifferent  as  to  the  truth  of  what's 
reported  here  of  my  being  speedily  to  be  called  home.  'Tis  said  the  Bishop  of 
London  has  writ  to  the  Minister  of  this  place  Mr.  Vesey,  who  herds  with  the  angry 
party,  that  by  Easter  he  and  his  friends  will  be  rid  of  their  grievance.  Mr.  Basse 
too  has  writ  to  several  people  in  the  Jersies  that  I  shall  speedily  be  displaced  and 
he  shall  be  a  main  instrument  In  getting  it  done.  As  to  the  good  Bishop  he  has 
espoused  Fletcher,  with  all  his  corruptions,  against  me:  I  have  nothing  to  say  to 
him  but  that  he  is  as  wise  as  he  is  learned.  Basse  is  the  most  a  scowndrel  that  I 
ever  knew;  he  will  bragg  and  lye  with  any  man  living,  even  with  Col.  Fletcher,  and 
is  a  rank  coward,  was  Kick'd  on  board  the  Deptford  in  our  voyage  from  Barbadoes 
hither.  I  saved  Mr.  Heathcote  and  his  partners  some  thousands  of  pounds  that 
B radish  and  his  associates  ran  away  with,  and  they  have  been  such  clowns  as 
never  to  send  me  a  line  of  thanks.  I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  faithfull  Servant, 

Bellomont. 
—  Col.   Docs.   N.   Y.   iv.   817. 

CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  Provinces  of  Xcw  York,  Boston,  Albany,  etc. 
December  29,  1700.  xxvii.  269. 

My  Lord : —  We  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated 
October  13,  1699,  written  from  Boston,  in  Xew  England,  concern 
ing  Rev.  Dellius,  pastor  in  Xew  Albany,  and  have  considered  the 
same,  with  all  respect,  in  our  Classical  Assembly,  held  December 
6,  1700.  We  request  that  your  Excellency  may  be  pleased  to  put 
the  most  favorable  construction  upon  the  long  protracted  delay  in 
answering,  and  not  in  any  wise  to  infer  that  we  had  considered 
the  contents  of  your  letter  as  unimportant  to  us.  Eor,  in  addition 
to  the  fact  that  the  members  of  our  Classical  Assembly  ordinarily 
meet  only  six  times  a  year,  and  that  there  is  no  daily  opportunity 
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to  send  letters  to  New  York;  we  have  aUo  been  obliged,  in  order 
to  write  more  concluMvely,  tirst.  to  hoar  the  defence  of  Rev.  lh-\- 
lins.  Then,  this  matter  being  one  of  great  importance,  required 
also  time  for  mature  deliberation. 

The  Classical  Assembly,  after  having  carefully  weighed  all 
things,  has  charged  us  as  her  I>eputati  a«l  res  Maritimas,  to  send 
your  Excellency  the  following  answer: 

In  general,  and  in  the  first  ])laee,  \ve  thank  your  Fxeellcncy  for 
your  fatherly  rare  for  the  welfare  of  the  Netherlands  churches  in 
those  regions,  and  your  diligence  to  keep  away  all  offences  from 
them,  and  to  clear  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  all  stumbling-stones. 

But  coming  to  the  particular  content-  of  your  Fxcellency's  letter, 
we  make  a  distinction  between  certain  classes  of  charges  against 
Rev.  Dellius:  First,  so  far  as  he  may.  as  a  citizen,  have  offended 
against  the  Magistracy  and  Civil  Government;  secondly,  so  far 
as  lie  may,  personally,  without  any  reference  to  the  Civil  Govern 
ment,  have  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  unbecoming  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel. 

To  the  first  class,  we  refer  all  those  matters  relating  t«>  Captain 
Leysler  and  Mr.  Jacob  Milbourne;  as  well  as  tho-r  plan:-  into 
which  Rev.  I)ellius  mav  have  entered,  t<>  obtain  possession  of  very 
extensive  tracts  of  land,  Mich  as  were  granted  to  him  by  a  patent 
from  Lord  Governor  Fletcher. —  Now  we  re<|iie>t  that  your  Kxcel- 
lency  will  not  take  it  ill,  if  we  decline  to  enter  into  political  mat 
ters,  but  pass  them  by  in  silence.  \\V  think  that  the  deep  n-spo^t, 
which  we  ewe  to  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  wise  gov 
ernment,  obliges  us  not  in  tlmi.-t  our  sickles  into  that  grain;  that 
the  reproof  iriven  bv  the  Kiryp'ian  t«>  M"se-,  "  Wlm  made  thee  a 
Prince  and  a  Jmlue  over  us  "\  U  not  applied  to  us.  Thi.s  is  ««ur 
duty  all  the  more,  because  we  are  ecclesiastics,  and  ambassadors  of 
Christ,  who  declared,  when  standing  befon-  Pilate,  that  his  King 
dom  was  not  of  this  world. 

Touching  the  other  matters  laid  t«-  the  eharire  of  R.-v.  IVllin.«, 
they  are  dreadful  (  if  true),  and  <-an  in  no  wi*e  be  tolerated  in  any 
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one  who  names  the  name  of  Christ,  much  less  in  a  minister  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  a  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  The 
charges  are  these:  That  Rev.  Dellius  had  been  guilty  of  pride, 
self-conceit,  lying,  drunkenness,  a  defender  of  schisms  in  the 
church ;  that  he  has  been  suspected  of  adultery,  to  which  occasion 
was  given  by  a  letter  from  Canada,  written  by  a  French  woman, 
who  charges  Rev.  Dellius  as  the  cause  of  her  pregnancy,  and  which 
letter  is  now  in  possession  of  Rev.  Xucella,  pastor  at  Kingston. 
Mr.  Dellius  has  also  been  suspected  of  inclining  to  the  religion 
of  the  Jesuits.  This  suspicion  is  the  greater,  because  a  letter  was 
intercepted,  written  by  a  Jesuit  to  one  of  their  missionaries  among 
the  Five  Nations  of  English  Indians,  in  which  the  Jesuit  twice 
mentions  Rev.  Dellius  with  the  utmost  expression  of  good  will ;  and 
finally,  it  appears  as  if  he  himself  might  be  the  writer  of  his  own 
certificates,  which  testify  of  his  godly  life. 

My  lord,  even  as  we,  on  the  one  hand,  are  sure  that  these  things 
were  written  by  your  Excellency  with  a  hearty  sorrow  over  such 
evil  conduct,  so  unbecoming  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
cause  of  so  great  scandal  among  papists  and  heathen ;  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  trust  that  nothing  can  be  more  pleasant  to  your 
Excellency  than  further  information  concerning  these  matters. 
And  as  we  have  mourned  with  your  Excellency,  as  we  read  and  pon 
dered  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  the  things  therein  contained 
against  the  Rev.  Dellius ;  so  may  your  Excellency,  from  the  heart 
again  rejoice  with  us,  upon  hearing  from  the  defence  of  Rev.  Del 
lius,  that  the  Romanists  have  no  reason  to  defame  the  Protestants 
on  account  of  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Dellius ;  nor  have  the  heathen 
any  reason  to  blaspheme  the  name  of  God,  on  this  account. 
But  now  in  reference  to  the  particular  faults  of  Mr.  Dellius : 
1.  That  he  is  a  proud  and  self-conceited  man,  and  a  great  liar, 
as  your  Excellency  has  been  informed.  We  do  not  find  in  the  an 
swer  sent  us  by  Rev.  Dellius,  that  he  much  concerns  himself  with 
the  refutation  of  those  charges :  perhaps,  because  he  feels  secure  in 
those  commendatory  testimonials,  which  he  knows  we  have  received 
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from  time  to  time  from  the  church  of  Albanv.  coneernin^  his  ser 
vice  and  conduct,  lon«r  before  these  difficulties  nn*o.  Nor  could 
he  have  done  otherwise,  without  iM-a-tini:  of  the  possession  of  th«» 
contrary  virtues,  which  is  contrary  t«.  all  modesty,  and  outrht  ratlier 
to  be  done  by  anotlier  than  by  the  partv  himself.  To  this,  there 
fore,  we  may  add  that  ('<•!.  Fletcher,  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  I>el- 
lius  from  London,  April  ID.  17<><>,  ,-alls  him  a  humble,  hospitable, 
affectionate  man  :  and  a  Father,  beloved  K\-  his  entire  chun-h  ;  and 
not  only  by  them,  but  by  the  military  a>  well. 

2.  As  reirards  the  charge  «,f  drunkennc--;    the    II<>n.    Staats  of 
Xew  York  has  a-sured  your  Fxcellency.  tliat   Mr.   Dellius,  among 
other  failings,  is  addicted  to  this  vice,  and  that  lie  has  Ix-en  obliged 
to  assist  him  twice  on  one  day,  from  falling  from  his  horse,  on  ac 
count  of  liis  beinir  drunk.      In  reference  to  this,  Mr.  Dellius  briefly 
writes,  that  he  denies  ever  having  been  out  on  horseback  in  com 
pany  with  Hon.  Staats.     Hence  one  nm-t  conclude  that  that  story 
of  falling  from  his  horse,  falls  to  the  ground.      And  am<ni£  our 
selves,  there  is  not  one,  who  has  known   Mr.   IMlius  either  before 
his  departure  for  New  Albany,  or  r-ince  hi-  return,  who  considers 
him,  either  through  their  pri-Mial  knowledge  of  him,  or  through 
the  reports,  to  lie  iruilty  of  -uch  a  charLre. 

3.  As  regards  the  matter,  that  he  is  a  defender  of  schi.-m  in  lii- 
churcli,  as  vour   Kxeelleiicy  has  been   informed:      It   appear-  that 
your  Excellency  yom>elf,   has  a   better  opinion    of   Kev.    Delliu?, 
than   those  who  have   made  those  charges  before  you.      I' or  Kcv. 
Dellius  writes  us  that  your  Kxcellency.  having  Driven  to  Col. 

ler  and  himself  a  commission,  to  negotiate  certain  matters  concern- 
inirtlie  Province  of  New  York  with  the  Lord  Govornor  of  Canada, 
does  in  a  letter  written  by  y-ur  Kx«-ell«  n«-y  from  New  York,  April 
22nd  100S,  to  Count  de  Frontenac,  tin-  (Jovernor  (ieneral  of  Can 
ada,  call  them  both.  "  Centlemen  «-f  i-haradi-r  and  merit,  in  order 
to  convince  you  of  the  esteem  I  entertain  f.-r  a  person  of  your  rank  ; 
(tons  deux  irens  de  condition  et  de  merit*'-  pour  V.MI-  manjticr 
Testime  que  j'ai  pour  une  {.er.-.nr-  de  votre  ranjr.  etc.) 
letter,  Col.  IWs.  X.  Y.  iv. 


143-t  ECCLESIASTICAL,  RECORDS 

1700 

4.  The  charges  following  are  more  serious.  And  while  inter 
cepted  and  opened  letters  strengthen  the  suspicion  regarding  these 
charges  against  Rev.  Dellius ;  he  has  sent  us  copies  of  the  same  of 
which  we  also  send  copies  to  your  Excellency  —  together  with  an 
elucidation  and  explanation  which  may  tend  to  a  better  understand 
ing  and  comprehension  of  their  contents. 

(1)  Concerning  the  letter  written  by  that  French  lady,  Mr. 
Dellius  answers  as  follows :    "  To  comprehend  the  contents  of  this 
letter,  one  has,  etc." ;  See  answer,  word  for  word,  as  it  has  been 
copied  and  transmitted  to  my  lord  Bellomont,  in  the  defence  of 
Rev.  Dellius,  page  7,  as  the  words  "  such  that  this  letter,  etc." 

Inasmuch  then  as  your  Excellency,  at  the  time  of  writing  to  our 
Classical  Assembly,  had  not  yet  seen  this  letter,  it  being  in  care  of 
Rev.  Nucella;  and  as  the  explanations  of  Rev.  Dellius  with  regard 
to  it  hang  together  so  well ;  we  believe  that  your  Excellency  will 
take  satisfaction  therein.  Also  that  you  will  give  opportunity,  in 
case  any  should,  through  lack  of  information,  cherish  evil  thoughts 
in  this  matter  concerning  Mr.  Dellius,  to  them  to  obtain  enlighten 
ment  thereon. 

(2)  In  regard  to  the  charge  that  Mr.  Dellius  was  suspected  by 
many  of  inclining  to  the  religion  of  the  Jesuits,  and  that  the  letter 
of  the  Jesuit  L'Amberville  strengthens  this  suspicion,  Mr.  Dellius 
writes :     "  That  in  this  matter  there  is  nothing  which  can  be  T&- 
garded,  with  a  shadow  of  reason,  to  his  hurt."     He  proceeds :    de 
L'Amberville  condoled,  etc."     See  further  the  answer,  word  for 
word,  as  it  has  been  copied  and  transmitted  to  my  lord  Bellomont, 
in  the  defence  of  Rev.  Dellius,  page  9,  as  far  as  the  words,  "  and 
what  the  greeting  "  etc.    We  leave  this  to  the  consideration  of  your 
Excellency. 

In  our  opinion,  the  fact  is  also  to  be  emphasized  that  this  Jesuit, 
while  referring  to  Mr.  Dellius  as  pastor  at  Albany,  says  —  not 
withstanding  this,  he  is  their  friend  and  a  very  honorable  man. 
This  clearly  shows  that  however  he  may  praise  him  as  regards  his 
honorable  character,  he  nevertheless  has  an  aversion  to  him,  as  a 
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Reformed  pastor.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Dellius  testifies  that  so  far 
from  having  given  any  one  ground  for  this  suspicion:  on  the  con 
trary,  he  did,  in  the  time  of  the  late  King  James,  when  all  con 
troversial  preaching  against  the  papacy  was  forbidden,  for  more 
than  four  months,  both  Sabbaths  and  week  days,  preach  thus  con 
troversially  in  the  church  of  Albany.  lie  also  held  special  exer 
cises  for  members  and  the  growing  youth,  to  ami  the  church 
against  the  seductions  of  the  three  English  Jesuits,  Smith,  Gago 
and  Ilenison,  who  could  also  speak  both  French  and  Dutch.  These, 
having  been  sent  from  England  by  King  .lames,  were  at  that  time, 
stopping  in  Albany. 

(3)  Finally,  my  lord,  regard  in::  the  statement  that  certain  01109 
would  persuade  your  Excellency  that  p'^sibly  Mr.  Dellius  had 
written  his  own  testimonials,  and  tlm-  had  mi-led  us: — The  sig 
natures  of  the  merchants  of  those  iviri«>ns.  of  which  he  must  have 
made  use,  are  too  well  known  among  tin-  merchants  here,  who  arc 
in  constant  correspondence  with  them,  for  .Mr.  Dellius  thus  to  d«y 
ceive  us,  even  if  he  so  wished.  Jt  would  only  IH>  necessary  to  com 
pare  these  signatures  with  their  signatures  on  other  papers  sent  to 
us  which  had  no  reference  to  Mr.  IMliu-.  And  to  what  dangers 
would  a  pastor  expose  himself  wh<»  -hould  commit  such  an  act  of 
license,  arid  which  would  be  so  easily  discovered  '. 

We  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  be  satistied  with  this  answer, 
and  will  endeavor,  at  every  opportunity,  to  ward  <>tT  such  charges 
from  the  Gospel  (ministry)  by  <-n  lighten  inn  thos«.  who  have  no 
proper  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

However,  in  case  any  should  not  !*•  satisfied  herewith,  or  if 
clearer  proofs  of  wrong  conduct  should  appear  apainst  Mr.  Dellius, 
the  complainants  ought,  not  to  address  themselves  to  our  Classical 
Assembly,  but  to  the  Depufati  of  the  Synod  of  South  Holland;  for 
Mr.  Dellius  was  called,  some  time  since,  to  tho  wrvi 
(Antwerp)  under  the  supervision  of  the  Synod  of  South  Holland. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  us  no  small  occasion  for  r«-j 
your  Excellency  in  your  letter,  calls 
We  humbly  request  that  your    Excellency  rnav  p,-r- 
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favor  towards  us.  We  doubt  not  they  will  always  be  zealous  in 
such  deeds  as  will  make  them  to  be  counted  worthy  of  the  good  will 
of  your  Excellency. 

We  shall  always  exercise  special  care  and  close  circumspection 
in  sending  pastors  for  service  in  the  Dutch  churches  in  those  re 
gions.  As  far  as  in  us  lies  we  will  be  very  careful  that  none  others 
go  over  than  such  as  are,  like  John  the  Baptist,  burning  and  shin 
ing  lights  —  ministers  burning  with  a  zeal  for  the  extension  of 
Christ's  Kingdom  among  the  heathen,  and  shining  in  holiness  of 
life  in  the  midst  of  that  crooked  and  perverse  generation,  to  the 
glory  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 

Herewith  we  commend  your  Excellency  to  God  and  the  Word 
of  his  grace.     With  sincere  assurance  that  we  will  not  neglect  to 
pray  to  God  for  the  welfare  of  your  Excellency's  person  and  illus 
trious  government,  we  remain, 
My  lord, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  obedient  servants, 
Lambertus  Segers,  Y.D.M.     Amstelod.  et  Deputatus 

ad  res  Maritimas. 
Adrianus  van  Oostrnm,  Eccles.     Nardensis,  et 

Deputatus  ad  res  Maritimas. 
Amsterdam, 

Xbr.  29,  1700. 

(Did  Bellomont  ever  see  this  answer?  lie  died  March  5,  1701, 
only  about  nine  weeks  after  it  was  written.) 

PETITION  OF  THE  LUTHERANS  FOR  A  PATENT. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Col.  Thomas  Dongan  Lieutenant  and 
Governor  of  and  over  ye  Province  of  New  Yorke  etc.  and  to  ye 
Honnourable  Councill. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  the  Decons  of  the  Lutrens  yr.  Church. 
Humbly  Sheweth  : —  That  your  Peticoners  was  and  had  allowance 
and  Priveledge  to  build  and  erect  a  Church  for  our  publicke  youse 
on  Ground  without  ye  Gate  of  this  Citv  and  in  order  thereunto 
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did  erect  and  build  thereon;  and  afterwards  when  (Jour.  Colue 
came  was  forst  to  Kemove  and  Breake  Down  wtt.  was  erected 
and  built  on  said  Ground,  and  in  Lew  thereof,  your  j>eticoner* 
was  allotted  and  allowed  ye  IVire  of  Ground  within  ye  Gate  where 
ye  Erected  Church*  now  stand^  and  house  adjacent  and  had  a 
Patent  thereon,  but  it  happen-  to  bee  mislayed. 

lour  humble,  Peticoners  most  humbly  Request  a  Letter  or 
Patent  of  Confirmation  for  ye  Premiss  and  for  ye  Charge  thon-of 
shall  willingly  Compute  and  pay  ye  same. 

And  your  Peticoners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  prav,  etc. 

IFondrick  Williamson. 
In  Ix-halfe  of  ye  Whole  Partys  Consented. 

THE  EAKL  OF  UKI.I.OMONT  TO  TIM-:  LOHKS  OF  TI:AI»E. 

New   Yorke.   Jnn.   2,   1701. 

As  to  the  Act  for  vacating  some  of  Col.  Fletcher's  extravagant  grant*  of  land.  I 
doubt  not  but  Mr.  Champante  ha*  before  now  answered  Mr.  M..untngue'«  tedb-m 
111  digested  arguments  and  objections  to  that  Act,  and  then-fore  I  will  brHfly 
observe  only  two  or  three  of  them,  which  he  seems  to  fancy  Invincible.  He  aftV<-tii 
to  be  thought  witty  In  reflecting  on  Col.  Heathcot's  grant  of  pnrt  of  the  Klng'a 
Garden,  which  says  ho  Is  but  fifty  foot  long,  nnd  yet  IH  numbered  among  the 
extravagant  lands.  Hut  by  his  favour  a  grant  may  be  extravagant  n*  well  In  lt'« 
nature  and  quality  as  in  its  extent  and  quantity.  For  Instance,  I  fancy  it  would 
pass  for  an  extravagant  grant  If  the  Crown  granted  away  St.  Jam.-*'*  Park,  no 
less  than  if  New  Forest  or  the  Forest  of  Itean  w.-re  granted  away,  nnd  It  wan  much 
more  imprudent  and  unjust  in  Col.  Fletcher  to  sell  away  that  pi.-.-.-  of  the  Garden 
to  Heathcot  (which  was  robbing  all  succeeding  Goveniour*  of  their  neremiarjr  con 
venience  In  a  garden)  than  the  granting  Mr.  I>elllus  near  fourteen  hundred  thou*and 
acres  In  one  grant.  I  was  offer'd  a  gardluer  that  would  have  repaired  thnt  garden 
and  put  It  In  good  order  and  supplied  my  family  with  all  garden  Muff.-  grail*.  If  he 
might  have  had  the  overplus  profits  of  tin-  iMt'l.n  to  hlm*elf  nnd  a  lease  from 
three  years  to  three  years,  which  was  a  great  offer,  hut  I  could  do  nothing  In  It, 
till  the  Vacating  Act  were  approved  by  the  King.  The  King'*  Farm  too  had  been 
better  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Govcrnour  land  more  Juntly  H..  berauwe  It  waa  In 
tended  by  the  Crown  for  the  Goveruour'n  demesne!  than  to  the  Church;  for  Col. 
Fletcher  might  have  found  out  another  and  more  valuable  glebe  fur  the  Church  If 
he  would  have  denied  himself  th-  sale  of  other  land*  and  c<iii«<M|iien(l)r  the  pocket- 
Ing  the  money  he  sold  the  lands  for.  As  for  the  wrong  which  Mr.  Mountague 
pretends  would  be  done  the  Grantee*  <bccau*e  of  their  charge*  f.»r  Improvement*) 
If  the  Act  should  be  continued  by  the  King.  I  will  eunlly  anawrr  that  argument. 
I'pon  the  best  Information  I  can  find,  there  I*  not  a  chrl*tlan  Inhabitant  on  either 
of  Mr.  Delllus's  Grant*,  neither  that  whereof  he  wn*  »»!••  grante*.  n-r  t'other 
wherein  Col.  Schuylcr  and  others  were  partner*  with  him  vli.  the  Mohack'a  land.— 
Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  ir.  SITJ. 

•The  Church  mentioned  In  the  latter  part  of  the  above  petition  alood  at  corner 
of  Hroadway  and  Rector,  a  little  South  of  Trinity,  on  the  -It-  of  the  late  Gr»e* 
Church.  Green  I  en  f  states  (Hist,  of  the  Chur.-he*  of  New  York,  1H4«1  •  that  It  waa 
erected  In  17<»L'.  but  this  la  erldently  an  error  a*  appear*  by  the  abore  document. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  COLONEL  LEWIS  MORRIS  CONCERNING  THE  STATE 
OF  RELIGION  IN  XEW  JERSEY,  1700. 

"The  province  of  East  Jersey  has  In  It  ten  towns,  viz.;  Middletown,  Freehold, 
Amboy,  Piscataway  and  Woodbridge,  Elizabeth  Town,  Newark,  Aquechenonck  and 
Bergen;  and  I  judge  in  the  whole  province  there  may  be  about  eight  thousand 
Bouls.  These  towns  are  not  like  the  towns  in  England,  the  houses  built  close 
together  on  a  small  spot  of  ground,  but  they  include  large  portions  of  the  country 
of  from  four,  five,  eight,  ten,  twelve,  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  as  much  in 

breadth  These  towns  and  the  whole  province  was  peopled  mostly  from 

the  adjacent  colonies  of  New  York  and  New  England,  and  generally  by  persons  of 
very  narrow  fortunes,  and  such  as  could  not  well  subsist  in  the  places  they  left. 
And  if  such  persons  could  bring  any  religion  with  them  it  was  that  of  the  country 
they  came  from."  At  Elizabeth  Town  and  Newark  there  were  "  some  few  Church 
men."  Perth  Amboy,  "  the  capital  city,  was  settled  from  Europe,  and  we  have 
made  a  shift  to  patch  up  the  old  ruinous  (court)  house  and  make  a  Church  of  it, 
and  when  all  the  Churchmen  of  the  province  are  got  together  we  make  up  about 
twelve  communicants." 

In  Freehold  was  a  Kelthian  Congregation,  "  most  funV]  endurable  to  the 
Church."  In  West  Jersey  the  number  of  Quakers  had  "  much  decreased  since  Mr. 
Keith  left  them."  In  Pennsylvania  which  was  "  settled  by  people  of  all  languages 
and  religions  of  Europe,"  "  the  Church  of  England  gains  ground;  "  and  "  most  of 
the  Quakers  that  came  out  with  Mr.  Keith  are  come  over  to  It."  "  The  youth  of 
that  country  are  like  those  In  the  neighboring  Provinces,  very  debaucht  and 
Ignorant." 

The  measures  suggested  by  Colonel  Morris  "  for  bringing  over  to  the  Church  the 
people  In  the  countreys,"  were  the  appointment  of  no  one  "  but  a  pious  Church 
man  "  as  governor,  and  confining,  If  possible,  the  membership  of  the  council  and 
magistracy  to  churchmen;  the  granting  of  "some  peculiar  privilege  above  others" 
to  churchmen  by  Act  of  Parliament;  the  adoption  of  measures  "  to  get  ministers 
to  preach  gratis  In  America  for  some  time  till  there  be  sufficient  number  of  con 
verts  to  bear  the  charge;  "  and,  finally,  the  restriction  of  the  great  benefices  for  a 
number  of  years  to  "  such  as  shall  oblige  themselves  to  preach  three  years  gratis 
in  America,"  "  By  this  means,"  concludes  the  Colonel,  "  we  shall  have  the  greatest 
and  best  men,  and  In  human  probability  such  men  must,  In  a  short  time,  make  a 
wonderful  progress  in  the  conversion  of  those  Countries,  especially  when  It's  per 
ceived  the  good  of  souls  is  the  only  motive  In  the  undertaking." —  N.  J.  MSS.  1700, 
as  quoted  by  Perry,  Am.  Epis.  Ch.  I.  165. 


EARL  OF  BELLOMONT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

1701,  Jan.  2. 


There  is  a  messenger  newly  come  from  Albany  who  brings  word  the  Undertakers 
for  masts  were  very  forward  with  their  work,  that  they  had  drawn  several  masts 
out  of  the  woods  to  the  side  of  the  Mohack's  River,  ready  to  float  down  when  the 
river  Is  open,  for  at  present  'tis  froze  up.  I  am  certain  the  Undertakers  have 
agreed  with  the  Mohacks  that  the  King  shall  have  their  woods,  because  I  directed 
them  to  make  a  sure  bargain  for  the  King,  before  they  offered  to  begin  the  work, 
for  fear  of  giving  the  Indians  the  least  disgust.  I  have  no  letter  from  them,  for 
the  messenger  says  they  were  felling  the  masts  and  drawing  them  out  of  the 
woods  when  he  came  away.  If  the  Undertakers  knew  that  the  Vacating  Act  is 
Btill  unapproved  by  the  King,  I  am  confident  they  would  Immediately  leave  off 
working  In  those  woods,  for  fear  Mr.  Dellius  and  the  other  grantees  of  the 
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Moback's    lands   and    woods   Phould    BUO   them    for   a    treupau   and    rector   fr*tt 
damage  against  thorn.—  Col.  Does.  N.  Y.  Iv.  MS. 


If  the  ship  were  not  forced  to  gall  because  of  tb<?  great  quantity  of  l.-e  that 
comes  down  the  rivers  I  would  entertain  your  I»rdxhlpfl  with  n  further  dUcovrrj 
of  Collonel  Fletcher's  corrupt  methods  of  getting  money:  lniu.mu<-b  •  «  be  li 
reckoned  to  have  got  thirty  thousand  pounds  New  York  money  In  lUe  y.-am  «n«l  ft 
half  that  he  was  In  this  government;  nnd  I  know  his  friends  here  compute  that  be 
made  that  sum  while  he  was  her.-.  And  I  can  make  out  mo*t  of  It  upon  n  probable 
estimate.  He  left  no  trick  or  fraud  unpractised  to  get  in,.i..-y.  nnd  all  under  the- 
mask  of  pretended  piety  nnd  n  zeal  for  the  rhun-h  of  England  e\en  to  martyrdoni, 
If  people  would  have  believed  him;  l.ut  he  was  quickly  found  out.  and  the  officer* 
who  first  experienced  his  hypocrisy  nick  named  him  the  rharlnee.  He  wan  glrrn 
to  drinking.  to  corruption,  nnd  lying:  but  lying  was  hit*  predominant  vice,  and  Home 
of  his  friends  have  owned  so  to  me.  In  softer  terms.  They  have  told  me  that 
Collonel  Fletcher  was  a  man  of  pnrts.  and  'twas  n  pity  he  gave  hlmaelf  too  great 
liberty  In  discourse,  and  that  he  had  not  a  guard  on  hln  tongue.  In  a  word  b«-»id«Mi 
the  many  frauds  he  has  put  on  the  King  he  has  I.  -ft  behind  him  mjcb  need*  of 
disaffection,  sedition  nnd  Immorality  In  the  |  .....  pit-  here,  n*  will  require  much  time 
and  pains  to  root  out  and  extinguish. 


I  remember  I  formerly  returned  Mr.  I>O|||U*'M  grunt  win-roof  he  I*  aole  grantee  at 
about  900,000  acres,  and  that  upon  Mr.  (iraliam's  report  of  ltd  being  eighty  *lx 
miles  long  nnd  but  sixteen  miles  broad,  who  made  that  report  by  KUOM.  for  be 
own'd  he  never  had  seen  that  land.  Hut  SOUK-  of  the  Imtch  that  hare  travelled 
that  way  have  since  assured  me  they  Judgi-  It  to  !•«•  twenty  five  mll«*ii  tiroad, 
taking  one  pnrt  with  another;  and  If  so  It  contains  l,.t7tl.<>»O  ncr<-«;  wblrb  I*  • 
prodlglotis  tract  of  country  to  grant  away  to  a  stranger  thnt  nan  not  a  child,  thnt'a 
not  denlzen'd,  nnd  in  a  word  a  man  thnt  has  ii"t  any  sort  of  \«-rtue  or  merit. —  Col. 
Docs.  N.  Y.  Iv.  KiK. 

KAKL  <>i    BELLOMONT  'i<>  THE  I,<»:i>s  m-  TKADK. 

Jan.   Irt.    1701. 

I  send  your  Lordships  n  ropy  of  Mr.  Fn-erman'B  N-tu-r.  (innrk.-d  I».i  Il«-  In  tbr 
Dutch  minister  at  Sehenoc-tndy.  nrnl  n  very  goo«l  »ort  of  man.  and  In  one  of  th«-ro 
that  witness  the  covenant  of  the  Mohaekn  for  th«-lr  wixxjn  -  l»or.  Hint.  N.  Y. 

Iv.  833. 

Reverend   Mr.    Freeman   to   tho   Knrl   of   Ilellnm.int. 

Hchenegtade   the   Oth   Jan.    1700.   (1701) 
May  It  please  your  Excellency. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  th«-  1Mb  of  November  1700.  wbrrrbj 
I  nnderstand  that  your  Excellency  wan  natlortVd  with  what  I  had  done  to  promote 
the  (Jospell  among  the  Indians.  I  hhnll  aluo  use  my  ntiuont  to  Intn-at  them  to  b* 
firm  In  their  allegiance  to  His  Majesty;  and  f..r  "«  nni.-h  n«  app.-nm  to  mr  ther  are 
good  subjects  to  Ills  Majesty,  whereof  th.-y  d.-«lr.-  in.-  to  give  your  Kirrllrocjr  an 
account. 

Your  Excellency  may  remember  thnt  th«-r<-  nr«-  not  nbov<-  orn-  hundr«l  Ma«jua«w 
In  number,  thirty  nix  whereof  have  embraced  the  Christian  faith.  t.-n  whrr^.f 
through  the  grace  of  (Jod  are  brought  o%er  through  my  meaim.  for  I  found  bnt 
twenty  six.  I  shnll  do  my  utmont  with  the  rear. 

So  wishing  your  Exrellenry   n   happy    new   year  nnd  rorUlnuatlon  ol 
rt-commeudlng  myself  to  your  favour.  I  remnl: 

Your  Excellency's  mo»t   obedient  •errant. 

II.    Krerrman 
—  Col.    IH>0*.    N.    Y.   Ir.    h». 
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ACTS  OF  THE  CLASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 
How  it  fared  with  Rev.  Lydius  and  Rev.  Freerman. 

1701,  Jan.  17th. 

Revs.  Deputati  ad  res  Maritimas  read  a  letter  from  Xew  Al 
bany,  written  by  Rev.  Lydius,  stating  that  he,  by  virtue  of  the 
call  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  had  been  installed  there  as  regu 
lar  Pastor  and  Teacher ;  also  that  Rev.  Freerman  preached  at 
Synechtede  (Schenectady).  This  was  further  confirmed  by  a  let 
ter  from  Rev.  Nucella,  and,  in  particular,  that  Rev.  Freerman, 
after  many  disputes,  had  been  called  to  the  service  of  'the  church 
of  Synechtede. 

In  connection  therewith  was  also  read  a  letter  from  the  Con 
sistory  of  Xew  Albany,  which  declared  that  they  had  received 
Rev.  Lydius  with  great  pleasure  as  their  minister,  and  they 
thanked  this  Assembly  for  their  faithful  services.  Of  similar 
purport  was  also  a  letter,  signed  by  Revs.  Selyns  and  du  Bois. 
The  Rev.  Assembly  rejoices  that  this  affair  has  ended  so  well. 
This  Classis  deems  it  irregular  that  Rev.  Freerman,  whereof  see 
acta  of  April  5,  1700,  was  examined  in  such  a  way,  outside  of 
these  provinces,  at  Lingen,  and  made  a  minister  there  with  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  in  order  to  go  to  New  Albany ;  but  they  hope 
that  such  a  circumstance  will  not  occur  again.  The  call  of  Rev. 
Freerman  will  be  legalized  by  this  Classis,  if  the  consistory  of 
Synechtede  requests  it;  and  will  not  only  approve  the  same,  but 
will  acquiesce  in  the  entire  business.  Rev.  Florentius  Bomble  will 
preside  at  the  next  ensuing  Classis.  viii.  342;  xix.  2G2. 

LORDS  OF  TRADE  TO  EARL  OF  BELLOMONT. 

1701,  February  11. 

We  have  acquainted  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  with  your  having  suspended  Mr. 
Smith  the  Chaplain  to  the  Soldiers,  and  with  the  account  you  give  us  of  his 
character. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  what  you  write  about  the  advantages  that  might  be 
made  by  having  some  ministers  sent  to  live  amongst  our  Indians,  and  we  think  it 
would  much  promote  those  advantages  if  such  ministers  had  (besides  other  quallflca- 
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tloni.)  a  little  skill  also  In  physlck  ami  chlrurgery.  The  French  Mla.lon.rlc.  h.Tr 
Hemselves  and  strengthened  their  Int.-reM  amonciit  the  Indian,  by  tho*r 
means,  and  we  ought  not  .„  neglect  them.  Hut  the  getting  of  a  m.luteuancr  fur 
snch  ministers  Is  the  difficulty.  We  are  doing  what  we  ran  horf-  with  tb,-  Corpora- 
tlou  for  evangelizing  Indians.  and  w,.  wish  your  Ix.rd.hlp  could  find  .  w.y  to  tn.kc 
some  use  ,,f  what  Sir  William  AshurM  has  proposed  ,„  you  fr,,lu  tn,.IU>  unllll  ,(<.ttt.r 
cau  be  obtained.  -  Col.  I  ».,cs.  .\  y  jv  *\< 


K  vi-:  NTS    AFTF.K    Tin.    Ih.Aiii    OF    I  \  i  i .  i.« .  M  n  N  i.    IToj,    MAUCH    ."•. 

T'pon  the  denth  of  Hellomont  ,17ol,  things  foil  Into  confusion.  The  Ll.-ut.-n.nl 
Governor,  Nanfan.  was  absent  at  Barbadoes.  th.-  ex.-entlve  chair  w«*  rl. lined  t,y 
Col.  William  Smith  of  Long  Island,  the  old,-«t  iiiemlu-r  ..f  M.-ll..iii..i.fi.  f,,m»rll. 
The  strife  between  the  I.elslerlans  and  the  null  I.elsl.-rlans  WHM  wag-d  with  f.iry. 
Lelsler  when  at  the  height  <.f  his  power.  UWnil.  Ktru.-k  hard  blown  at  th-  m«-n 
whom  »<e  disliked  and  fear.'d.  as  Hayard,  Vim  C.-rtlandt  and  iitlu-ri.  llii>nrd.  th.- 

mayor  of  th«-  City   was  Imphs. I   f,,r  f..nri.-1-n   moiithx.      Van  r,,rtlandt   .-H,  ap.-d  by 

flight.  On  the  downfall  ..f  I.elsb-r.  tl<;'.M.  th.-s.-  men  r«Miirn.-d  !••  p..w.-r.  <;..r. 
Slonghter  made  up  his  Conn. -II  ..f  ..|ip..ii.-nt  *  .,f  L.-l-l-r:  nlth.mgh.  by  npj... luting 

Abram    I>e    1'eyster.    a    I.eislerian    sy  mpat  hi/.,  -r.    f.,r    mayor.    In-    pr r\.-d    a    ini-iimiri- 

of  tranquillity.     The  City  at    that    time.    ir.-.M.   contained  about    i\\ ,.   tli,,u».and   | pb- 

The  anti-Lelslerlans  Included  the  more  educated  classes  gen, -rally,  the  ..Id  «-Ml 
officials,  all  the  ]>ut«-h  and  French  minister-..  K.-v.  Mr.  Vcs.-y.  an.l  th,-  gr.-at  b-,«Jy 
of  the  Kpiscopalians;  but  the  masses  of  the  people  were  I.clsl.-rlanH. 

The  ami  I.eislerians  came  into  po\ser  with  the  accession  of  <,..-.  Slought.-r.  nod 
retained  theli-  |iositioii  during  the  administration  of  Fletch.-r.  (Among  I  •••:•:•. 
(.'ouiicil  were  Col.  Caleb  Ih-athcote.  Fn-dcfh-k  riilllp-..-.  Stephen  \  an  c,,rt  Inn.lt. 
William  Nicholls  and  Thos.  NN'illeti.  His  Supreme  Court  Judg,-*  «,-r.-  Tlio«  John 
KOII.  William  Smith.  Stephen  Van  Cor!  landt.  William  IMnli,,rn>-.  Tin-  Minor  »a« 

William    Merritt.       It     was    during    this    period    that    the    -h-dani  |,  ,i|    ,-ont.-Ht     *.,« 

begun,  to  establish  th<-  Church  of  llimland;  but  the  law.  as  It  uax  piiHN.-d.  .],.•,:;.. 
proved  abortive,  and  the  Imich  Church  obialm-d  It-  Charter,  }<'<:*'<  Trinity  th.-t> 
secured  a  Charter  in  K'.'.'T.  Flet.-her  pervert>-il  the  mini-try  Act  ,,f  l<;;c:  in  f«v,.r 
of  the  ('hnrch  of  Knglaml.  ami  contrary  to  It-  evident  in.-anlnk'  A  chnng.-  <M-- 
curred,  \\ith  the  coming  of  I'.elloinont.  \\lio  repri--.-iit<-d  nior.-  full>  tin-  popular 
rights.  Vet  the  personal  element  entiled  more  or  !••--  Into  hi-  admlnUt  ration. 
Hut  he  quickly  perceived  some  of  the  tlaws  In  the  attempted  legislation,  mid  In  tin- 
date  of  Trinity's  Charter,  claiming  e-tablhhment  b>  the  Ministry  Act.  wht<h  A- t. 
however,  (lid  not  receive  the  Royal  signature,  until  s,,m.-  da>  H  i.ft.-r  t  h«-  dat.-  of 
Trinity's  Charter.  I'.elloinont 's  appointment  \vas  al-o  said  to  be  dm-  to  effort-  In 
Kngland  of  persons  desirous  of  procuring  a  n-v.-r-al  of  the  sent. -nee  of  attainder  nil 
Lelsler,  and  the  restoration  to  hi*  family  ..f  his  c,.ntUcnt.-d  prop.-rty  llayanl. 
I'hilipse,  Van  Cort  landt  and  their  friends  w.-r.-  retired  by  H.-lloniont.  and  a  n.-w  «.-t 
of  men  took  th.-lr  place  in  the  Council  of  the  I'r-. \lnci-.  Some  of  the  I..-UI,-rlau 
party  tore  down  the  Coat  ..f  Arms  of  Fletcher  In  the  Chap-l  In  the  Fort  S.-«-  Am 
Ch.  Hist.  Series,  vlll.  !l.'l. 

The  triumph  of  the  LelslerlanH  wns  further  promoted  by  the  Interr.-gnum  i-usulng 
on   the  death  of   I'.elloinont.      Nanfan   had  done  nothing,   .say*    IHn   to  rcilrnlu  ihHi 
excesses.      He    had    the    i-.-M.nit.-d    Hayard    iirr.-ted.    und    put    on    trial    for    I. 
before  Chief  Justice   At  wood.     The  son  of   1.,-lsler  wan  active  In   this   busli.e-. 
arrest  took  place  mi  Jan.  1M.   ITnJ      The  charge  was  high  in-u»»ii.  and  h«-  wan   found 
guilty    and    condemned.      Dunlap.    in    his    history    of    N.-w    York.    di-.-lnn-H    th.-».-    pro 
ceedlngs  to   have  been   tmjustlllable.     The  s.-nt.-n.-e.   horrible  ns  It    wn«.   (S^.-   Not,-   1. 
In   I»ix.   KMi.)   which   was  pronounced   on  traitor-.,    wa-   |.r..ii..un- ••••!   iiKalimt    Il«>nr 
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March  16,  1702.  But  a  reprieve  was  granted  to  learn  the  King's  pleasure.  Mean 
while  Lord  Corubury  arrived  to  supersede  Nanfan.  Chief  Justice  Atwood  and 
Attorney  General  Weaver,  knowing  the  position  which  Cornbury  would  take,  fled. 
Dix  gives  all  this,  because,  (says  he)  It  bears  upon  the  history  of  Trinity  parish; 
that  the  Hector  was  the  object  of  many  vulgar  and  brutal  assaults  by  Atwood,  as 
was  also  Enimot,  Bayard's  legal  defender. 

CHARACTERIZATION  OF  BELLOMOXT. 

1701. 

Bellomont  was  a  democrat  at  heart.  While  not  without  great  faults  himself,  he 
found  many  wrongs  in  New  York.  These  he  endeavored,  in  a  way  somewhat  rough, 
to  Tighten.  He  understood  the  fallacies  of  the  pretended  Church  establishment; 
that  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693  did  not  establish  the  Church  of  England  at  all;  that 
it  was  positively  and  purposely  framed  against  such  an  establishment;  and  that  the 
oft-repeated  assertions  in  Trinity's  Charter  i,n  reference  to  such  an  establishment 
were  pure  perversions  of  Fletcher.  He  also  severely  criticised  the  act  of  Fletcher 
in  giving  a  Charter  to  the  Dutch  Church.  He  opposed  the  extravagant  land-grants 
of  Fletcher;  and  Fletcher's  lease  of  the  King's  Farm  for  seven  years  after  he  knew 
of  his  recall,  and  only  just  before  Bellomont's  arrival;  although  said  farm  had 
always  before  been  the  perquisite  of  the  Governor.  This  act  of  Fletcher  was 
certainly  exasperating.  Upon  the  whole,  we  should  say  that  Bellomont,  while  far 
from  a  saint,  was  a  better  man  than  his  predecessor,  Fletcher,  or  his  successor, 
Cornbury.  Their  characters  and  conduct  were  very  reprehensible.  They  stood  by 
an  English  Church  Establishment,  not  without  great  injustice  to  the  other 
Churches.  But  Bellomont  had  more  democratic  tendencies.  The  principles  of 
Fletcher  and  Cornbury,  as  exhibited  in  their  relations  to  a  Church  Establishment, 
have  perished,  in  America,  long  ago;  while  those  of  Bellomont  will  ever  continue  to 
develop  and  prosper. —  Compare  Dix's  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  i.  120. 


